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A Statement from Maryland

Today, May 17, 1968; we enter Local Board No. 33 at Catons-
ville, Md., to seize the Selective Service records and burn them
outside with napalm manufactured by ourselves from a recipe in
the Special Forces Handbook, published by the U.S. govern-
ment. i : _

We, American citizens, have worked with the Poor in the
ghetto and abroad. In the course of our Christian ministry we
have watched our country produce moré victims than an army
of us could console or restore. Two of us face immediate sen-
tencing for similar acts against Selective Service. All of us iden-
tify with the victims of American oppression all over the
world. We submit voluntarily to their involuntary fate.

We use napalm on these draft records because napalm has
burned people to death in Vietnam, Guatemala and Peru; and
because it may be used on America’s ghettos. We destroy these
draft records not only because they exploit our young men, but
because those records represent misplaced power, concentrated
in the ruling class of America. Their power threatens the peace
of the world and is aloof of public dissent and parliamentary
process. The draft reduces young men to cost efficiency items,

" The rulers of America want their global wars fought as cheaply

as possible. - :

Above all,. our protest attempts to illustrate why our coun-
try is-torn at home and is harrassed abroad by enemies of its -
own creation. America has become an empire and history’s
richest nation. Representing only 6 per cent of the world’s
people, America controls half of the world’s productive wealth

“and 60 per cent of its finance. The U.S. holds North and South

America in an economic vise. In 10 years’ time American in-
dustry in Europe will be the third greatest industrial power in
the world, with only the United States and' the Soviet Union
being larger. U.S. foreign profits run substantially higher than.
domestic .profits so industry flees abroad under government
patronage and the protection -of the CIA, military counter
insurgency and conflict-management tcams. -

The military supports the economic system by joining with

-the business and political sectors to form the triumvirate of

power in this technocratic empire. With our annual budget of

$80 billion plus, the military now controls over half of the fed-

" eral property in the world (53 per cent or $183 billicuj. U.S.

overkill capacity and conventional weaponry exceeds that of
the military might of the -entire world.

_Peace negotiations with the North Vietnamese have begun
in Paris. Along with other Americans we hope a settlement
will be reached, thus sparing the Vietnamese a useless prolonga-
tion of their suffering. However, this alone¢»will not solve
America’s problems. The' Vietnam war could end tomorrow
and yet leave the quality of society and America’s role in the
world virtually unchanged. Thailand, Laos and the Dominican
Republic have already been Vietnams. Guatemala, the Canal
Zone, Bolivia and Peru could. be Vietnams. overnight. Mean-
while, the colonies at home rise :in:-rage and destructiveness.
The black people of America have concluded that after 360
years, their acceptance as human beings is long overdue.

Injustice is the great catalyst of revolution. A nation that
found life through revolution has now become the world’s
number one counterrevolutionary force, not because American
people would have it that way, but because the rich choose
to defend their power and wealth. The masters of the trusts
and corporate giants, along-with their representatives in Wash-
ington, must learn the hard lessons of justice, or our country

_ may be swept away and humanity with it : -

We believe some property has no right to exist. Hitler's gas
ovens, Stalin’s concentration camps, atomic-bacteriological-

‘chemical weaponry, files of conscription and slum properties”

are examples having no right to existence. While people starve
for bread and lack decent housing the rich debase themselves
with comfort paid for by the misery of the poor.

We are Catholic Christians who take the Gospel of our
Faith scriously. We hail the recent papal encyclical, The De-

“velopment of Peoples. Quotes such as the following give us

hope:- -

#23%: “No one is justificd in keeping for his exclusive use . -

what he-does not need, when others lack necessities.”
#381: “A revolutionary uprising—save where there is open

- (Continued on page 15)

Walching the napalm fire
burning draft records they
had taken from the office of
‘the nearby Catonville, Md.,
Selective Service board are
(left to right): Tom Leuwis,
George Mische, Fr.. Philip
Berrigan, John Hogan, and
Fr. Daniel Berrigan. Moments
later, while still standing by
the blaze, they were arrested.




An Appeal
A V\’cll: JI‘J.H'(: has come around, the worst
month for a fund appeal, according to

experts in the ficld. Could the experts be

wrong? We hope so, because the CPT -

needs money like cverybody else, and
just like everylL.dy clse it needs it des-
perately. We would like. to narrow it
down to something simple, like no kid-
.ding! But that won't do. Even. non-ex-
perts know that. , .
Actually, what the CPF needs-money
for is not a larger Bulletin:. The current
issue is an exception, because it scemed

appropriate for various reasons, the most _

important being to introduce the theme
of Resistance to our readers in somc
variety of modes and rhetoric. Some CPF
contributors have been put off by the idea
of Resistance, others disapprove of some
of.the tactics. The two acts of destroying
draft board records, involving CPF mem-
bers, have been particularly upsetting
to somé contributors for either moral or
tactical reasons.

We can’t tell how widespread this feel-
" ing is, but we know it exists because a
number of contributors have already ex-

pressed their disenchantment, both in -

word and in financial support. Anyway,
our own feelings on’ the subject (posi-
tive) ar¢ expressed in the editorial in

this issue; the statement of those who:

participated in the seizure of the Catons-
ville, Md., draft records begins on page
2; Fr. Philip Berrigan’s description of the
participants and their community in jail
begins on page 3; and some thirty letters
beginning on _page 5, taken from CPF
files, give an idea of the various shades
of feeling, attitude, fear and love.that
is shaping the behavior of those directly
involved with the draft. Few, if any, of
(Continued on page 14)

On Jail Community

‘A MOMENT OF HOPE

Resistance is only a word. It is part of the rhetoric of the moment, though
struggles for peace and revulsion against war and all its moral posturings
have been with us for a long time. What the Berrigan brothers, the Melvilles,
Tom Lewis and the others (yes, David Darst, John Hogan, George Mische
and Mary Moylan) have done is also -part of that rhetoric. But people who see.

- only the rhetoric miss the-point. That is, the courage, the passionate intensity

that Yeats said had in our times devolved to the worst, the “My God, what
next?” reflex their act produced in some of us, and most certainly in many of
this country’s bishops, and finally, the sheer, utter difficulty of the speech.
they have chosen to express their kernal of resistance to what our government
and our society stand [or today. This is all for the moment, in time, a photo, a -

- news story we'll probably remember. For the highwire act of burning draft

records is just that, something exact, something special, and something dan-
gerous. It tampers with mundane time, the documents, the records, the secrets,
all the little piles of feces’ we organize and rearrange, and to which we hold
ourselves and others strictly to account. It tampers with mundane time just
as a highwire act- tampers wtih mundane space. There is no net, and jails
are made for doing time. So the moment insists on a measure of respect.

But let’s try to get beyond the moment, for that is what these things must
be about. We must consider the moment as a point coming before and after
other similar poinis in an unbroken chain, consider its beauty, its necessity,
its power and then set out to destroy. it. The necessity of the other moments,
the moments that came before and come after, shall not impinge on their
unique dead. The necessity that men have killed and will continue to kill re-
gardless of a singular act by a’ few brave men must not be allowed to impinge
on the freedom of that moment. For the freedom of that moment also harbors

its hope, which transcends the whole unbroken chain’ of fear, neglect, oppres-

sion and wrinkled wisdom of experience.

The draft card burning has not provoked violence or disrespect or what- .
ever clse people have imagined to avoid confronting its true provocation. And
that is, again, freedom, and with it hope, if only because there are still such
men among us. The causes of peace, the Church, order, other men’s right,
have not been harmed by this. They have only been provoked. There is a
picture of several of them-gathered in the parking lot next to the draft board,
circling the small fire in which the draft records are turning to ash. The photo-
graph seems to have caught each deep in his own thoughts, yet they all ap-

(Continued on page 16) :

by Philip Berrigan

“They're in better spirits than those of us on the outsidel”
"The Baltimore Sun of May 19th quoted Fred Weisgal, our
lawyer, to this effect. We howled in glee at the remark, because
it scemed truc-to us.'And because true, full of irrepressible
human ironies. The awareness struck us then, as before, that

authority—both government and Church had far more prob-

lems than we. : - : :
For one thing, we had the ‘government and all the baron
class hung up on our Declaration of Independence, which we

judged as fine a political expressionof the Gospel as exists.

Power and privilege required the hypocrisy. of professing the
“Declaration—a pure expression of sclf-determination—while
living. social and -economic Darwinism. And legal -reaction
against us came purely from our attempts to illustrate such

political schizophrenia. A political house divided against it- .

self, and thinking that Johnson's consensus would alone save
it from crashing down.

Morcover, we had the Church on its own profession and
rhetoric. Try as it might, the. Church cannot entirely kill the
Gospel or its Christ. It is a great strength to know this, and to
know its consequent vulnerability. In a word, the Church will
always possess an inner dynamic rebelling against wedding
with the powers of this world. So it is, when my superior

" threatens me with ecclesiastical sanctions for confronting a
-warmaking society, he is speaking less of the Gospel's death,

and more of institutional obsolescence. . .
Yet a return to the original point—we have the apparent
problems; political and Church authority. The real ones, three
priests in -official disgrace, the other Catholics in our group
(Continued -on next page) ' PR




(Continued fwm preceding page)

ignored 51mply because canonical Jurlsdlcuon offers no ready
weapon against them. Church bureaucrats—if my superior ‘is
any. sort of ‘stereotype—would prefer better redress against us.
But since they are at loss in this, they leave heavier duties of
punishment to the government, contenting themselves mean-
while with bluster and threats of removal. Take it as an axiom
—American bureaucracics have survival as their corporate
“version of self-interest.” And they will react to stimuli upon
nerve ends or blows to viscera with the same outpouring of
defensive rectitude. One is rewarded by the priceless experi-
ence of seeing them once more as they are.

In any event, Christian communities form today under pres-
sure of events and around the issues which prompt the events.
We have one here in Baltimore County Jail—diverse, rich, in-
telligent, loving. And tough. One hesitates to use that word,

for words fail as persons, they have been molded by human suf- -

fering, including their own. One doés.not undertake realistic-
ally the cause of exploited people without facing oncself 'md
the whole galaxy of personal‘fears and weaknesses.

Others have remarked to us from time. to time of our “cour-
age”-or “lack of fear.” Their observations, we feel, are super-

ficial and misleading. In any human equation, the difference
- between us and them is not the absence or presence of fear.

It is a difference of facing one's fears or not. For the most
part, when people plunge for a look at the dark recesses of
American society, to understand more fully its ambiguous and
entrenched genius, its enormous capacity for violence and ex-
ploitation, -its anxiety and retaliatory power, they stimulate

fears ‘and know—perhaps for the first time—a public despair.

Or one reacts, despite the odds, to a public hope..

More specifically, when most Americans realize that bureauc-
racies of government business and Church have gulped them
down .whole and ‘intact, where anonymity is their. name and

“where function becomes almost cellular—maintenance and re-
" production—they tend to be overwhelmed by - their helpless-

ness, and to retreat to a womblike confidence in the system.

-Indeed, few Americans understand how a technocracy of both

the capit'ilistic and Soviet varicties makes people ‘as mass- pro-
duced as assembly line productions with about as few options.

“In effect, people begin to resemble the products they consume
- —the system digests them, they digest its products.

To return to’ our community—three priests, three married

" people, one Christian Brother, three laymen. If that gets con-

fusing, Fr. Tom Melville is married and a priest, despite his

excommunication and suspension.. So he considers' himself, -

and so we consider him. If the Melville presence in ]'u] is any
indication of the consequence they face,. their mamage has

lent frultful dimensions to thelr Christian mmlstry To be -

cjected from Gautemala for identifying with the poor there,
to be the brunt of ecclesiastical rejection and punishment, to
risk beating or death on return to the United States, and then

. to attack non-violently the injustice of this society in its “rich

man’s war, poor man's fight” syst(.m of conscription, is to add
a modest dimension to Christian ministry.: :

David Darst is our Christian Brother from St Louis, who
teaches in a black high school there. We had restive suspicions
“of David at first, simply because we could not understand why

he would join us in serious civil disobedience without in-

volvement in resistance. Being slightly paranoid about security
we had suspicions of him as a religious “snoop,” whose hyper-
patriotism might have led him to infiltrate us for some branch
of federal or military intelligence. Personal experience with

security resources in a “‘free” society can do this to one. But.

our fears were allayed—David had resisted the draft and had

refused induction in St. Louis on April 4th, a stand solitary -

among religious brothers, taken against considerable opposi-
tion and with only desultory support. David, we think, is quite
too good to be true.

‘Authorities here have separated . the women upstaxrs—m
fact, it is policy not to allow them to Sunday Eucharist with
the men. Marge Melville and Mary Moylan are exceptional
people—women of strength, balance and good humor: From
time to time, we succumb to the temptation of comparmg
them with more knowledgeable and experienced human rights
people—womcn ‘and men—to- the considerable expense of the
latter.

Marge’s fourteen years in Gu.xtcmala as a M'lryknoll nun

had led her into the student movement, and from there to
concern for the peasants and the need for revolution. Mention
of sclf-defense to the peasants is enough to get one expelled
in a country like .Guatemala—precisely what lmppcned to
Marge and Tom and John Hogan.

Mary has been back from Africa some two years, where she
served as a nurse with the Women's Volunteer Association.

Named Director of the Association, she made its headquarters -

in \\’.1shmgton a center of human activity and concern, finally
to have it sold from under her by th® local hierarchy. ‘Apart
from being what she is, M.lry has stood for the needs of people

and agamst the pomposity of structures.: And that mikes less .
“surprising her being with us.

John Hogan has now left the Mdr)knoll Brothers, after hav- * -
ing been ordered out of Guatemalg—with the Melvilles—by -

his Order. That is to say, first by the. U.S. Government, then

- by the oligarchy, then by the Guatemalan Church, finally by’

his Order. Certain chains of 'command are observed. _]ohri feft

. Maryknoll because he saw it as the left hand of economic im-

(Contmued on page 15)
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’I‘he followmg letters were selected fmm CPF ﬁles, some .

. dating back to 1966, most 1967, and a few are from this year.

S

{ The selection was rough and ready, made over a rouple of
“days, and hardly represents a fine combing of the ‘archieves.
“Many. of the letters deal with resistance to one degree or- an- .
other, though resistance is menltoned speczfcally only one. or
“two - times. The Ianguagc is individual, the terms range from .
the latest - New ‘Left to the tmdtttonally pious.: However, all .
, wp:esent a pmsonal confrontation with the draft as an Ameri-"

Y can realuy, [o; some, lhe Amerwan walziy at t}us pomt in thezr
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i lives..

the’ thou«rht of signing up as a-“Conscientious Objector.” Under

the lmpressxon that C-O status was not allowed to Catholics,

howe\ er, 1 rcg:stered as.a college’ student and received my 2-S
status. 1'noticed a- p'unphlet on one of the bulletin boards in

school: short]y after the .beginning of this year which claimed”
‘that members of the Roman: Catholic Church who ‘setiously.
_doubt, or (lcny the vallduy of armed conflict and who found
‘their consciences incompatible with the’ thouqht of klllmg a
-fellow human. being—such Catholics could become C-Os.

-Recently I sought the counsel-of several of my parish_priests

in helping me reconcile Christ’s teaching of Love with the fact-
that a l'1rge pomon of the Rom.m Catholic clcrg) actually- laud,

of whrch is_ to Love one’s nelghbor, bo[h friend and enemy g

ahLe, there can be no eqm\omtlon in Judfrmg Ameucms mili-

“taristic pohcres, which' aré wont to be hidden behind a facade of -
L duty and patriotism. The
-as well as the scene in the Gospels wherein Christ drove the ‘
;mouey-changcrs from the temple hardly substantiates the subtle --

application of “give to Caesir, etc.”

casuistry which has blinded many of our clergymen into seckmg

“military might as the panacea for: the myriad -“anti-Christian’’
_Vand *Communist” :ideologies which assail the tra(lmon'll teach- ’
" ings of the: Cathol:c Church. For I believe that these unfortun-
ate clergymen; and many - laymen as’ well, -have become so-
“clouded by the legalism which: had un[ortunately infected -the
*-Church that they- ignore the basic concept of Love which forms, " |’

which is, the ESSENCE of Chrrstxamty By failing to recognize

' that Christ lives not only in b'lpn?ed human beings, but also -
~in the most “wretched” and “pagan,” such’ sophistry which con. -
“dones war in order to destroy. atheistic and-immoral 1deologles—
such sophistry ulumately denies Christ. - ) =
I have:-been'.called blatant]y idealistic,” “t00 emotlonal "
“and have ‘been dcnounced as a “Communist” and an’
- ful traitor” by certain’ individuals to whom 1 have expressed
" 'my ‘views.-I am not ennrely idealistic and _as‘a matter of fact’
: have: been deeply rooted in skepucrsm zmd pessrmrsm in regard

I am_in a: “state of consldcmblc :mxxety ‘caused by the recent
i draft. propomls of Lyndon Johnson. For several months, indeed -
‘nearly a year, 1 have been disturbed by the recent bellicose -
tendencies dlsphyed by the current administration. When I

“turned mghteen on October 29, 1966, I'liad seriously pondered |

~ ments which might have led to the acceptince of war and a part

“ungrate-
|~ just-or unjust. And even if I should decide it is. ]ust,

to the “ultimate per[ect.nblhty of mankind.” Nor am I a traitor,

for I am profoundly endebted to this country and I desire to ;

serve.my country in a manner which will permlt me to serve

the higher order of Christ as well. . .
Yet I have been symied in most ‘of .my- encounters’ wuh

Roman Catholic priests whenever.I discuss my pacifistic beliefs.”

. Some have even resorted to decl'lrmg that I-“must” fulfill a
mlllnr) obligation if I desire to remain a “true C'ltholrc.

* Therefore I beg you to help me find a‘solution to my dilemma,

For if the. Catholic Church truly represents the rehglous insti-

-tution founded by Christ on carth, and I indeed believe in. this
'concept then its doctrine can hardly be comp1uble with- the
~ militaristic and murderous theories of a “moral war." If the
" Catholic Church refuses or lgnores my plea, however, T _
ly sorrowed by the fact that it must not be the religion of Christ
and therefore T must seek my sql\'auon through some other ;
- religious body. "
-1 mlght end now by thanking you smcerely for Ilstemn« to - ;
~my plea. I intend to extend my teachings—or more correctly

am deep-

Christ’s teachings and my beliefs—to all _my friends and ac-

qu.untanees (as indeed I have done” already) in order to-promul-
“gate’a “militant p’lctﬁsm which in effect may hopefull) lead

the true ‘interpretation of Christ’s Gospel of Love in a com-

-plete victory over the American tradition of militarism and

“democratic, ag;.,ressive defense.” 1 hope your fellowship can

“and will help me; I give you my. solemn pledge to help other
-persons who have eéncountered the same excruciating dllemm.l-‘
. of choosing between duty toChrist and allegiance to country—
‘to-help thesé individuals perceivé that there can be no real con-
- flict “bétween these: two apheres of ‘influence provided one .
‘serves one’s country with the intention to build -and not- to des: .

troy, to assist and not to kill=to Love and not to hate. -

v

I (lo not consider the Selecuve Serv:ce as my problem, andj

. re'llly don't .care what -they ¢ consider conscientious objection.

But I am-concerned with what-reasons the Church considers -
ddC‘(lu'ltC in refusing’ mlhtarv service..

- I began my objection” with the idea that T would lee to be
a pacifist ‘or CO. The killing of human beings .is totally re-

pugnant. I do not know who.can look at-a live human bemgA

~and_a dead one together and consider the dead. one more

proper. War-also includes the breaking. up of families, the-
shattering of socictics and. the devastation of the land. There-
fore, 1 suppose that most people consider war disgusting, and it
is ironic that'it could be wrong to not-kill. This sort of feeling
has colored my thmkmg and led me to toss out or evade argu-

in war for me. Traditional Catholic objection has been based
on the just war ethic, but I seem unable to apply. the norm and

. decide whether-a given war - (the Vietnamese, for. mstance) is

.am doubt-
ful that I would then : '1cccpt a part in it. :
1 h'we read the statements o{ other. COs, and whrle I agree :

5
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' me [;om (lmng tlus m: lhe present cncmmlances

o am \\nung, your org.uu/.ruon m que

T e e

with many of them, the) are not my. reasons for relusing service,”
and so 1 h.nc me(l to. formulate’ my own rdeas I tllmk that a-
T recent- hc.r(llme m the CW best e\pl'uns itc, :

“. gry. clothe the naked, give drink to the tlursty, visit. the im-
pnsonul care for the'sick, bury the dead), or the works of war
(duuo) crops and land, seize food® supphes destroy homes,

- Hict w oun(ls, burns, Kill the living). « :
Without -passing Judgment on’ the- ]usuce OF. m]ustrce ofa

given war, 1 would 'like. instead -to aim"at becommg what -
Gandhi called a Sdtyagr.rlu, to ‘employ: nonviolent’ resistence, -
~coupled with compassion, agnnst evil. To’ fight evil, but. not

thé-doers of” evrl I would like to’ embrace the pacrﬁsm ‘of soul

force, whether. a war is Just or not. 1 consrder prison preferable |+
_to.the arts of war, even a just. war. The question comes up’ “then

you just don’t want to. dlrty your-hands?” I.think 1 am' -willing -

- to “dirty-my hands” but in my own way: I think 1 .am wrlhng

(I have never tried it so° 1 don’t know) to follow Mertons sug-

- gestion: to “go down into the far end- ol-society, take the. last

“ place among. men, live: with’ those ,who are despised, love-other
- men, and serve them.” But I.am not wrllmg to: dlrty my h'mds '
“with killing.- ‘

~But what I h.we read ‘lbout ob]ecuon and Cadlollcs see'

- indicate thit the only proper obJecuon isito an unjust war: And
so I am worried that my views would be madmrssal)le as. far asa’

sufﬁcrcm re.rson for re[usmg mrhtary servrce

When I wu(l lhe .slanted managcd news abaut our: horml
policies in V ietnam and Latin ‘America and consider. ]olmson s

utter rhauvmnm, I-am led to. think I should perhaps refuse
“allt coo[)emlwn 1o the draft system, even:alternative:: civilian .
Lservice.and run:the risk. of. getlmg put in pm'on I just don’t -

know, there are f)mclxcal questions:involved whzch might keep

ln my claeses I'am trymg to open my students )
‘up.to the realrty of war and to. the.fallacy of fol--
“lowing “orders are orders”. blmdly. However,. this..~
-belief in non-vrolence is a-hard one to hold alone. : ::~
"Therefore 1 request some £ your literature and " -
‘ ' would-enter.intoa - *

-would be happy. to correspond T see non-vrolence?,
-z and the:love force ‘as.a strong factor in 'openmg
our, hearts. O :

adly:: necded
22,-in ‘the U.S." Army ‘I am: what-

advice. I'am a Catholrc.

technically known:as-an enlrstee, but’that title’is more nominal:
,th'm accurate.' I had actually recerved my ¢ draft- papers for. june
18,1966, but-on \hy 16, 1966, 1-“joined"
‘,‘vwrth the Jtlc.r of getting into’: somethmg more desirable (or
should I say- l(.SS undcsrrnble?) thdn those progr’lms open to
’ :.udmhu,s S . -
- Prior: to"-my cmr.mcc ‘into- the service 1- lmd gr.lvc mlsgw-
: :mgs about the :morality-of- kllllng and warfare. under any cir--
"I cumstances. I- ‘was ‘also aware-of the. duty that ‘one¢-has'to one’s-
. country. Flanked by these contrary. ideals I"didn’t know what..
to do, had too llttle time to do. anythmg, and consequently I

~‘Army..program -,

“Which shall we- pcrform? "The works of - mexcy (Eeul thc hun-

scatter families,. COl]tdll]lll.ll_C water,’ 1mprlson dlSSﬁl’ltCrS, ll’l- .

" ings: :such as miné ...

. gardmg COllSClCllthUS Ob]eCtIOIl

'dmlogue through . letters in your ‘organization 1. '

T s S = e 2 N

oy b
entered the’ service. Durmg basic tr’unmg at Fort. Bliss, Texas,

. my. opinions.had time to formulate..1 gave abundant thought :
_to the subject and 1 became sure that to-fight, | kill or wage war !
“was. definitely a mordl ivrong. Thus convinced ‘I talked to both
.my . platoon - sergcmt and. the chaplam e .

My initial talk with 'my platoon" sergeant ended wrth hrm i

respecting my beliefs but telling me to try and overlook them.

‘When I talked to the chaplain, he too respected:.my- feelmgs ;
- but advised :me” to .wait 2 while to'be sure. \Iy second visit to |
the clnplnm {ound him- ready to_aid me’in any petition I .
-mlght file as a conscientious ObjCCl.Ol'. Upon ‘talking with my-:
'sergeant for a sccond time, he advised me that 1 might just be -

fgomg Lhrouz,h certam normal fears that dll tramees mlght go
through. L )
Just to prme w olhers lhdt it.wasn t the baslc tmmmg that

1: bothered me I continued through with it I have niow been in

the service: threc’months and 1 have reasoned the problem to~

..a point where I deﬁmtely feel as. rhough 1 deserve recogmuon'f

and classification "as ‘d conscientious objector. - There"- -exists

-much resentment-in the’ Army ‘toward- people-who harbor’ feel-
‘..I.am very alone and have no. one to
;turh ‘to. I plan on: talkmg to the clmpl'un here at my new -
. base: However, my pr(.vxous expcrrcnce ‘with chaplains: has-: -
" demonstrated that théy are very well-meaning, but they’ ‘don’t.!

really know too much about the specrﬁc Army rcgul'mons re-:

"JN

I regret havmg to tell you that for reasons not
\'completely acceptable to me, my superlors ‘have .
-»_advrsed me to dlscontmue memberslup in’ ‘the -
Fellowshlp. Iam’ sure that the: pérmission wxll‘_-'

. come. with new superiors and changmg situations; -

’ m the: meantrme I would be grateful if you would.
L ~contmue sendmg mé the materlal on your. marlmg ;
" list. This’ favor would allow me to “keep m con-" - =
tact” L . S » gt

S CAR.
Semmarran

e have two young boys and would llke to verse": S
: 'them on the Cathollc vrewpomt on conscrentlous* e
,obJectlon. If you have any llterature programmed T

for young cluldren I would apprecrate your send-
mg same. : :

o My son had just reached the age ot' 18 He 1s- -
e plannmg to register as.a. CO. Do you have any :
‘hterature there whlch mlght help hlm m statmg'

_hls posmon’ S

Mrs. EQD.P.

But:still I.want to protéct myself as‘much-as possible. fron’

; futme accusattons of "commumst" or "draft dodger.” I would

6 .

Soldrer,};

lama Calholzc who /zas in llw j)ml sixior ezghl mont/ls comc i
- across some Methodists who have made me think more sériously ;
~about the moral aspecls. of war. I think that'I am- havmg all the .
~growmg pams of a future. [mczfst—qualms of ‘conscience ‘about
: ;1egzstermg for the draft, arguments with family and frzends, and;
J growmg dismay at_the world’s. probleins and our foreign pollcy

3

[;,;w
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. ©Myself:

- !

c’
!
i

I

3 appreczate your tellmg me ‘the Churchs posztwn on paczﬁsm.

-I'mightalso be interested in being counselled. .. . But.to avoid.

uouble fm you but zt may save ne very much trouble.

Whnle W'utmg to appear beforc the Board I rud its bulletm
bo.xrd in thie’ lobby It dlsphyed numerous cartoons making fun

¢ of and criticizing -pcople conscxentxously opposed to the war'in -
Vietnam and people who were acting in the interést of makmg '
| peace. . Therc was a newspaper c]xppmg of 4 letter from a Marine
‘in.Vietnam who wished that every Marine could have a person
conscxemlously opposed to war to t'lke on to. the front lmes :

w1th him.
. (The-follotwing are some. of the exchanges rewr(lul verbaum

. by myséll. immediately after the hedung) -
-1 had ‘brought Mr.-B.; a steno;,rapher wrth me to recor(l a ,5
transcrrpt of the hearing for my file..He: was told ‘thie clerk of :

-the Board was fully able and thien told, “You, out of herel”.

-~ Mr. W: “You were at: Amerlcan Leglon Boys State""

T - Myself: "Yes:" - : : y

- Mr. W: “When?' e

“1962"1--5" 5 ST SO RS
‘And you were, (.leue(l Lleuten.mt Governor?" L
“Yes I was.”

L MW
. Myself:

now?" k : ; .
\Iysel[ 7(11mk -S0." Ilu. tenor of thc Aerlc.m Lq,lon pro-
5ram ‘for -high-school “students-is’ to- ~acquaint ‘them: with - the

putable Lhmg that- our government provndes for a-man to fol-
“low “hisiconscience.
undersmndmg and pr(.servmg th(. Lonsmuuon as 1llustr1ted by
thelr oratorical contest,” : :

Ty UM S “What rehg,lous .llﬁll.mom (lo you lmch" .

\Iyself “Rounm Catholi¢.”.
pr(.‘rch pacifism?”

- don't lJr(.dLll one way or the other now. The Consmuuon on the:
“Church: in’' the Modern World states. that it is right for every.

o[ conscience’ le.u'es it-up to: the: lndl\'l(llldl Cathollc. S
<Mri S:“What about the u usades?" :

‘A Myself: “Historically . .
-Mr.'S: “We don't want a hmoz) o[ Lhc (,hurch ”

go? s :
: \Iysel[ “Yes,v
' dn(l I have no p.msh. I.go where I.am.’
eLrn(.d you're no member of the Church.”- - -
- Mr. E: “You know you can't’ ‘live in a. utopl'l.
. Myself: “I think’ more good can be’ brought into the’ world "
“:Mr. E:.*Well man has been ﬁghtmg for thousands of years.”
=M ysel[ “Then:tliat’s obviously niot-a good solution.” - ~

“

hlde You don’t. -have rclxgrous convictions.’

to do anything for it: You're just a: ‘parasite and a coward ’

- man for the Catholic Church?"

Myself “Yes, 1 Lnow.

too much: confuszon now, would you please scn(l the:informa-.
" lion:to me. in ‘plain envelopes. :I ‘realize that this means extra

S Mre ‘Wi “Do you thmk Lhoae l)oys would b(. proud of you E

‘workings' of.government-and democracy and T think it is are:

’Illc ‘American Legion is ‘concerned with

“.Mr. S:-“Don’t )'ou know the Rom.m (ulth()ll(, ¢ hm(h (locsn L..:- k
- Myself: “They (h(l Hor. Llw ﬁrst tlm.e hundred )(..xrs Ih(.)' .

: country to_provide for: conscientious- -objectors: pr(m(hng they -
* be willing to do_alternative:service. The statement on, prlm'lcy .

MrlS: "Where (lo you go 0 clmrch on Sun(Lty 01 don 't you '
go but 1 lmve not b(.u\ perm.mently loc.lu.d .

Mr:S: “Well-I'm a Romdn Cdthohc and as Lu as’ I am con- -.'-

= Mr. E: “You- hide behind -Vatican -11, the .Bible, the Bill-of
nghts, and the C..onsututlon You're ]ust usmg those tlungs to~

- Mr. E: “You W'mt everytlnng from socnety and (lont want -

Mr. S:“Don’t you know the C'\thollc WorLer is uoL a spokcs-

’ v'er W “Is the C(;CO the place in Plul.xdelphn?"

- Myself: “Yes”'

Mr. E: “Did they give you all tlus .. stufl you wrotc?"

'\Iyself “No: They provide information on the lcgalmes of
dealmg with the draft board. They inform me of the Lechmmh-
- ties of the proccedmgs and mform of the’ pcrunem laws and my

: rlghts

“Mr; E:“Well those: laws are very vague.”
- “What happened to you since you won all those thmgs (hlgh
" school aw.rrds)> '
~Mrs BT thmk )ou ve! bu.n bmmwashed somewhere along !
‘the line. You' re a_very confuséd and mixed-up young man. The

~ best thing for you ‘would be two years in the Army. Unfortun- -

ately, young man, I don’t persomrlly have the power to draft
Cyou butif I did I'd put you m the .\rmy rlght now: That's what
' they do inlots of countries;’ : »
\lyself “You.would r.xther tlus b(. a totalxmrmu state?"
r\lr L 1 Just don t hke people ludmg bdnnd the Consutu-
“tion.”

,st.ltcmcm wluch he l)(.gan re.l(lmg when I came:in. Quesuons
- suchas:. ° : 7 . e

o “Have you -ever been .ltl'ld\(.d?"~ :
S A e, ‘your parents C.0.'s?”, -and, . s
“*. *What religious affiliations.do . you '1.1\'4:’"_ all were dmwered
,,"m atleast on, and sometimes as many.as three, places in my file.

cand thcy pounded on._ thur desks to emphasize points. My:

~and another question- poaul

~The following day I asked thc Board clerk for a copy of her
: .rq)ort_ She cxpl.unul it would-not get typed for a week. I asked
“if she ¢could mail me one. She said no. Tasked il'T could author-

1+ iz¢ a friend 1o’ look at niy file and write me a copy. She said that-

mwht be-done. f\l)out one :md a h'llf wecks l.rter a friend called

_Inlettér from the Board dated July 25, 1967, 1 was told:: -~

“Tliese notes.were not verbatim, but [or the Board’s use .md

_ l'ol m.mmumno a (.omplctc record in )our ﬁle and for rdexence
~ purposes: : :

b Ih(.refou. no eop)' of our notes wrll I)e m.ulul lo you

- I uriderstand that I am_to be able to kuow anything in my y file

but since I cannot. travel: 250 miles to Bmglnmton. 1 h.wc not-

seenr .l’eopy of tlre Bo.lr(l $ nou.s S i

r\l M

l Imvc Io subunt 711) [)u/)m wwk muclr sooner Ilmn I had an-

fiving. nmqe for mmluulwn in wcupun usage. I. muuulmlcly re-

“ o Well, nowthat I have the salt cIc'Nn\c(l from-my wounds (if
~you “can imagine: the commander’s u’aclwn) I have no other
“choice bul to submil it immediately. ds. hu suul “My (.od we
“can’t have a Commie working here!” :

- gm{[mg my pos:twn. All -have comge Lo llw conclxmon that 'l
‘never get out, so.I might as well- aceept non- -combatant work. I

1 expected: this, so tlu,y were rather shocked when I summed up.

the “friendly” discussion” by telling them I was going ahead. -

N

7

Many._ questions asked by one ‘board member . would be im-
ﬂ'medmtcly answered by another board miember in a der ogatory -
~| “manmer.-Used. ashtrays and packs of ctg.lrettes were on the table ~
|but. when I’ withdrew: mine, ‘Mr. ‘E. said, “Put ‘those -away!”

“ The tenor of the board.members’ rcat.hed the-level of shoutmg

T answers’ were often cut off in lh(. muldl(. of the ﬁrst sentencc )

"the Board-and was: mld it was.not yet typul and thatif I wanted'
aeopy b sshould write to the Board. 1 wrote and asked for a copy :

“ticipated. The show-down occurred. when T was o ‘deved to t/lc'

= quested an- mleruz('w wtlh ny. (oummmlm" ()[]l('l,'l and vcllmllv :
i E z:\plame(l my pm:tton and the action I p;o[)oscrl Io take.

“Have - bwn interviewed twice by various mnl.m:r o[];cmls re-

Aclually I feel ina much greatcr ausa(hng spirit now that

Lttt i it Tt e e e

i

i

i
deh member of thc Boar(l 1\.1([ one letier or one shcet of my
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Iot mm e coumge.f

arerepte e ey

e 1 lmm: bu'n l/un/anrr a 10

¢ m'uI time nlone and away Io thmk tlm over

f "(,‘()Il\

. (mn) -war- m(mu' childhood .days

and. stomach’ aq«tnsl biutality:

. aj)[wrcrl lo. War, all” War; " than -
i II:mrmthy /)uu/n!u' inevery. allttudc '
“know that I am {Ie(nh'ly (IIIIHYL"III(: cury
mnn by llm wunhy

1 war

1 Lol([ ‘you - of Llu. (,hmtma
m.mdlmr ofticer had me:- p(.rform on ‘the
\Ve'cxlcmlul Tabor-. .md aidl to? a Ne;

s wholc ‘project-was ‘very’ successful - fo

tnd) wrong. 10 and:when it beg

au"msh and he.lrmdn. to my fiancee, bue I know
f to: tl)(. stod\ade wnh hu w.uun«r
; the rnrht thmg but thc situ

-battle with the Army, .

7 Among my other v.xcqmumanu.s who are’
+-rentlyiin lhc stockade at- Fort Bliss."The ACLU is:

~talk with: his mother;and re: ul nnm) of his ]etter X
“has been! mistreated, “he seéms in- good: spmt
correspondmg with- mc e'rul.nrly. .Shc
markable ‘woinan.-. ;L -
oMy trip home Wi cspcu.xlly benc[’u.l
'oppomnnt) 0 cxpl‘un my

,.1 \cry |

o opunnsl:c Tuture.”Also Aty
Iparents, relatives and [r:end.{ :
- things so- muich. more’ bearable.
Hcrc av tllc basc I'm worl\mg .u the hbmry Ihe

RTINS

e 1!1 I)chmd me.

S e e L U v

and force. . I. am’ convince
my uu/nw instincts tmuauls violénce: or rather: ‘toward: zmpul

- sive phyuml action:and’ cannot: lzelj; but feel that these.surface. -
- inclinations aré ‘enough: (despite’; my’ nally [nofoun(l antipathy
loward uu)lcnu) {o discredit and forfeit any pacifist. stand on.
jmy /)ml Lam: ulucrltb[y confused within myself when it-comes
doa "jmu/rsl" label: I feel maore-certain, for c\amj)le thal ]
(10,_5(1)1, that ] am
(‘e1l(unly Ihough, 1

-resent hin in further dealings wnh the: \rmy I ha(l

-reassuring " to-kfow- that” my-

lalcly about ‘non- coopualton It .
“is (Ie[ml:’ly a jnoblem. “don’t have- any ‘romantic” notions ;.
almut bwngr a martyr-and sitting -in" the can: ‘for-two. to five -
'_, years. IUs not .a thing I-can make a. decision': about Itghtly I =

;»,Im 1 a /mcz/nl? I uml be jzosr[wcly ce11am, un admzsszou :
hS [mm/ul fm me lo make, especially since just. a’ few: months
back I'felt’ um/u[enl that. was ‘indeed. 'Bul. the aw[ul zmplz-
L calions-and. consequences of conscience involved. in: such:an =
' um’(/mzmml personial déclaration: /m peace hm/e sirice’ zuezglzed
{L heauily' un amy mind; -1 have nlwnys considered ‘myself “cour: -
E “moderatély brave,” and other: mnvenlmnally aj)plte(l
; url]cclzm of (lmmctm awhich’ mist ullmmtcly trace back- to; my--
i
P
2
!
:
)

A s a-child . (md adolescent I
saw* mr)lr nee, Imtu’d, and - blood: enough lo. tum my mm(l

prolu_t that my ‘com- .~
part.of ‘our comp'my
gro- orplmnag,c and’ séveral
_indigent Taiilies. i “conjunction witl Catholic” Charities: Thc
r-the” company “and for.~
“mysell. I think_the- captain m.xy ‘think-he. .1ccomphshul his | g,onl
- of making: the Army. seeni more.: u.cept able to me, hut hes en--,
Lomcs neccssary I'm posxuvc l

C'm bccomc very: stubborn “and-most” llllCOOpCI"lth : &

“I'vé recenly ended my eng.ngcment. It cer tamly cause

I couldn tgo-

for. me lm not’ suredif - 1- dxd~»'

ation :is “so irrep: nml)le “at thel’
.moment. A tybe’ Lhmg.,s will’ work out vhen I've’ ﬁmsh

vromg to rep-

3 an -~
position to -my parcnts .m(l ‘t6 make
thcm awarc of - ‘possible: comcquenccs, .1lthou«rh I trie

d ‘to p,unt

Th.lt mak

mlhmry an( g

the issue is ovul_and into he o/)cn. ! think it “has gwun;lﬁ/w:(i'.ﬁ

SIBG.

d of

a lot ot

ed-this "

a very lon«» 5

| comea €O has: slnprm.(l ¢
Ster

mv own 1.,rowmnr concern’ over thé present day’ wirlike feelitigs, -

-1t does] ‘not-seem- thie the world has suffered- cnough in:World
Wy 11, It seems” that

“ideath’and injury on-one: 'mother L behcve that it is not mere

they ve been teaching me all the administrative aspects of work-
~ing in, the library. I-think they’re trying to lay the groundwork - !

for (hscharge is turned down. They're. -very--considerate’ and
E well meamng, but I know I can’t accept such a position:
As I write to you I'm'in a record booth at the library hstcmng
‘to folk music and popul.lr. The" folk music is from an album
by an- English artist named Donovan.-He's very- popuhr on the-
“West Coast, Also to satisfy the'tock n’ roll within me I listen | to::
“ an:album by ‘the Lovin’. Spoonful Their music is hght 'md care-.
" frce, 50 I ﬁnd it h(.lp[ul much o[ the nme.r ' :

. ,The war m _Vletnam has made lt clear
that I must e‘rpress my distaste: for war as’ means
‘thatT’ must e\press my, dlstaste for'war as'a means-
killing - of- innocent “civilians 7in - South Vletnam
“ under the pretensé that’ “enemy” soldlers are also - . !
bemg killed -cannot be" justified even “bythe :al- ‘_“_ i
mlghty State Department The wanton loss of ..
" lives ‘of - men on both ‘sides of this. conﬂxct will . e
never; in my- estxmatlon ‘be ‘worth- the .“freedom”
gamed by .the Vletnamese. RS Py e
"1 have more or less” resigned myself to bemg
Jan armed forces 'doctor’ Someday, since ‘I.do not’
thmk that the mllltary would c0n51der any altem- A
. _ative service. for a medical person. But, frlends
.rand. I have discussed the lmphcatlons of belng a ;_'
mllltary doctor—for is not one servmg the" cause .
3 of war:when: repairing men: to -return. to - battle?

: So, L have. decxded to start work on a. st'ttement
"of .m bellefs. Tl :

: There are s verdl people around the Rochester
area who have desired.to know more - -about the
eonsequences whlch mlght follow:a refusal to pay
the 10%: ‘surtax to. help- ﬁnance ‘the war:in Viet:" -
nam. I- would appreclate ‘any: mform'mon whlch
.mlght ‘assist: those who: are- contcmplatmg thls
form ‘of. protest if and when Congress hows to
he’ \VlSheS of:. -the Presxdent :

D._-Me :

: would be deeply grateful lf you wxll mform _
me ‘of' ANY way in"which'I may he]p your cause. Lo
Iam lG_years old'iThank you' o . ‘

sy TP

's\l)"'loe.xl (h.nh l)mul lhlb nol uwcn e (,O statis, Now m) B
classification” is- 1:\ If ny- '1ppe(|l is- (Icmcd I fully mtend to -

refuse. m:hnny service. The (chxsnon on my’part'to’ try to ‘he-" |
ven. mes My, only- guide in this. .mat-
has- l)ccn the' writings' of Gdl‘l(ll)l, ‘Thomas’ l\lerton, the
mplc o[ ’]horc:m and thc Civil. Rwhts Movemcnt.' Also

)eo )lc will sull wagé a- war. and l!‘lﬂlCl i
B¢

nsmut'ons tlnt w:ll insure -

it

peace, but that it bcgms with ; us

Sema S A

Devies

uvnlmn pemonnel here at the hbrary are’so- kmd to e, L'uely g

'[or e to. be pcrmanently assigned to.the library if .my" requcst l
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th tlns in mind, i.c. {6 Lry to- lJLCOl!lC a peaccmdker (not in
“any grandiose sense=but only as*much-as-I can, you know, -
“just-to be-a wxmess) T-applicd- for CO status.-I’ used ‘to think’.

‘.~ that bemg a.CO was rather a negative step. At.a first gl'mce
it even seems to be a retreat from:the basic ‘realities of life. But’
: 1. do not belicve that this is so-when e, consxder that:to be a-
L -CO’ implies (at least to my mind) somethmg ‘much more deeply

. pmfound ‘than _refusal to become “a’soldier,. rc[usmg military .
;’.ser\'xce It lays the - tluty down upon ‘our shoulders .that ‘we'
- strive .to- eliminate: all mallce and ill. wxll in .our hearts.’ Thus,_ ’
. co status is a life- ]ong affair. One cannaot: be 2°CO: ‘just for "
‘Z,:the two . years “of. altcrndtne service. GO I'C'lll)’ “dem: ands ;an "
: ,alndmg ommitment. At least ‘this'is the’ llé,ht in -which I" con-

" sider it.
".'Vpnson before l sexve in| Lhc '1rmcd forces, 1f it

iay. very wzll be wrong. But at any rate. I Wil go to

As of today ' now not what my- future wxll be.,“
"I,am workmg as a supply clerk ina warehouse; :
-7 and I have already twlce refused to draw my wea-
T pon_ upon what they call alerts. But also I.have ...
o "the ‘good fate of. havmg, I belleve, a very: under- .
:_:standmg commandmg officer. Well, I will keep on. :
{ with my ﬁght and w111 Iet you know how I pro- :

: gress. R e

S JRR :
ST ASold"er

[ /m(l Ihe /m{umq luday an(l lhe lwmmg was mzsuable I've

gota her coming up | because they wanted me 1o think-il over

-more becausé they were sure I'was a “dumb ‘shit and shoul(l be .

ktclced oul o)' the cotintry.. Unles: !hey were ]usl [Jutlmg onan:

“-act to scare me. They didn’t scave me, but they didn’t give me a -
‘ ch(mcc Lo say much eiiher:

Here is the outline of the heating:
“:Dactor who wmln at l/u’ Posl O[ﬁce (luln i un(lmstaml 'uery

“narrow- -minded:: S -

- Service i in the mmy the: besl Ihmgr bml ulncalum there i zs, lns

- sons wlw were_in the army and when he was-in the army (he -
didn’t use his sons to prove anything.except that Illey didn’t get .

- klllul), Chiirch” becommq too" liberal; prelty. soon. j)ncsts will .
“beable to-get

marvied; and Church teaches thal you ‘shouldn’t
use contmceplwes ‘but there arc gtrls zuallcmg around town. that

“are married-and ayen’t pregiaiit, so they. must be using contra--|*
: of the Department of Delense or State. In the East the peoplc :
Jaren’t as immediately; helped by qovcrmuent as here (the pov--:
erty program-notwithstanding). Peace activities-and anti-draft
- work mean one ‘thing‘to’ the urban. Easteréner-‘and another -
thing to"the people of - the Midwest. I don’t know how-valid {
"my ol)servntlon is'since Im lool\mg only l'rom thc sm.\ll area i .

ceplzves said T (Iz(lnt know what I 'was doing, but he said, “I
Ldidn’t read: the: crap’ you chad - lhue” n{cnmg lo the: fmm

150 when' T asked-him-if he ‘had read it. Also said, “Men have -|.
: always been'fi fq/mng and-they will always keep /'qhtmg as long
" as’there are two menon’ cml/t, if they “don’t: fight with one -
‘ anolhm they fi [ghl wz!h theirwives.” Also said, “I don’t like.you -

“dumb-riuts at all who' hide behmd the cloak of mhgzon He

_asked me if I 1lwugrlzl I was going 1o get off for nolhxng, and I~

“said no ‘that T ak qomg io.do" .yomethmg nitich more dz[fcult
‘and" that ‘woild take a whole. lifetite "to’ tuzch ina jongn
counl)y and-that’ it would ‘be much: more dangerous: than. llze .
carmy life; T told: him that I ltoped 10" do: some(lnng like -Tom :
~Dooley; -onlyin teaclnng ‘He said* that T as-an: uuhvzdual

Cecouldn’t doa thmg an(I was wona’ezmq what o g(muntxon I was f

gomg 1o start to follow me..{ told them that 1 knew missionaties -
- over. there who would most gladly. beg. fm my help And that it

i takes one step o start the thousand steps. No answer, He called ”

- the people. sfrom India-“a bunch of- Etllopums over there”-and
“talked.of them like tlzey weré.a bunch of idiots who. all ought :
:to-be killed: He. said -he didn’t. trust people. After about one.
half hom he. asked me. Izow much I thought that ‘he: got patd
fm Izstenmg lo llus map I .mzd “jnobably nothmg He saxd

R e e e ot 6 4 e

" “That's right,” (md then. went ona sptel about how much he .
“ worked and that he didn’t ‘have time to listen lo.this crap. He;f

N dismissed- me with lhe won!.v, “I’ve go( more wo:k fo do, gct thc
hell out of here.” Cnn

“The other gty IUllJ prct!y good bul he kept llunlung thal 1‘?

ha(I been couped up in the scmmmy and thal’s why I thought

ltk(.’ this and’ that I-should join_ the army ‘tofind out what life

is all- aboul. He (Ildnl read the- 150 either. He' nsl:e(l what

““mother’s son had to take my place. He said that. I had a:duty.
Tto [ght jm ‘the country. and-that I 'had 1o, do my {)mt I 1e[)lwd,

“that-I was going-to fight {or my country'in a (lt[[mcnt way, thal.

-was going to ry to niake the people. understand in a different |

) cmmhy that Americans are good [)co[)le and that they aren’t

. imperialists,’ mnlumhsls, and cowboys and qangslc:s. Therefore i

- his gn(mdsons wouldn’t- Imve Lo go fight'in India or the village

“where I'was working agmmt those people. I aske(l :[ lhe molher :

waul(l [m,[u :[ hu son never Im(l to go.No answer.
" The other man: was rlomq paper work all Ihc wlule I was

t/lerc'Bul every. once in a while he would Il'(m back on hzs'.

(‘11(!” and say “You don’t have a f()ot {o stand. on.’

“The Ia(ly was very helpful and.she knew what was cmnmg 0]]_:

{somcwhat) She wanted me (o, také 1-:4:0.:0 told. Tier T'wanted

nothing to-do with the mtlzlmy machine. 1 wouI(I like: 10 help -
“the woundeid but only in:the Intcnmlzona[ Red- Cross or some

olhu‘ o;gamzatton Because when” Ljoin with the rmltlm)- organ-

“ization I then join the kzllmg by betmr in, Illc mzltlary (md fm- ;

{he) llzen frmgr or klllmq powc;.

o1 got. m) order to u_pon. for work from the dm[t l)y ]‘m 26.

‘I have had no troul)lc with the Jocal Staten Island Board at-
ally in-fact," their chief clerk has been vcry helpful I am-glad. ;

~ of "this Dbecause 1 have found a tcndcncy in mysell at least to
. hate thc pu)plc in the system as well ag, the system.: I 'am’com-
mg to a grc at l'Cdllldthll of where I'was: “
-t : B

lll!SblOll In m\' sliort time here I f'n(l @ [()tdll)’ Jdifferent ‘at

tide: toward’ the novemmun tlmn in the East. Here the; gov-
artmient of Imenox, .
* or Commerce, or Farm - Buxeau, etc. The: fcdeml governmerit
helps “building wells for- pastur¢. land, runs. schools on ‘the
_reservation, llelps in farming t(.clquucs, cte. Tt is a° qreat help.

‘ernment is tllouqht of in terms of° the D P

Lo, Lhesc'peoplc In:the East govérnment is looked on’in terms

‘Tam'in cont‘tct with, - -

- “The ‘physical condmons of Athe school hcre are. ba(l Toxl(.L -
Llcxlltxes “food . and - g.,cncr.tl blul(lmrr construcuon-.lll nccd .

. improvenient,-but . the mission has’ Tittle ‘money- and” is” sup-

portcd by donations.’ Tlxe high school’ te\ts T havc m use 'm._

- poor_but ‘they ‘are all that’s available.’

Teachers aré needed throughout the reservatlon, l)ut teach- .

.ersare needed who will stay awhile. The staff turnover at the
* mission is gre.u, ‘but of course 850" a. momh as pay-isn’t the

. greatest, either.” Perhaps more, COs .could come to-the. various '
-reservations: to “teach.” Since the ‘CO -.would- normdlly stay ‘at -

ledst two_ years there would be’ a greater stability-in the reser-

-vation school’ systems. ‘However, various schools would have- to .
- be- approved :by ‘the ‘regional drafts i in“order to be accepnble .
. The. _government .schoolsare’ run "by the: civil - service and I .

thmk woul(l be un(lcr dllferem Jlll‘lS(llCl!Oll

YU ERY -...a.l- FUNCIRS

lL }'md am correctmgj_*

I (.\pcu to be here” for Llle next’ Lwo years tc.lclung at. thc‘:

-

im T
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problems whlch make it extremely hard on the ‘kids.: Here at

‘the mission we try to: te'mh the kids how ‘to. remain’ true: to
-their Indian ‘values:and culture and yet survive in a’de facto .
- white man'’s world: Most - “of“the teachers” ‘are well versed in

M) personal work here conslsr.s of te'lchmg two - senior Eng— -
hsh classes' and on€ class ‘in ‘communications ; .-
! teach the kids. They are of -a_different-culture thzm the white. -
man’s and their taste  is different. Many “here ‘have family "

It is-hard to .

- Sioux’ culture and hrstory, and the new teachers are learning, .-

Bt again there is a-problem. It-takes a while.to become fam-

iliar with Indian life and-frequently, just as you are: begmmngi :

‘to undcrst'md 'md be accepted you leave 'md return home. :

1 feel thdt smce I was rurlstered wrth the Selectl e Servxcev'

System ‘whilé I was_in thé seminary, the best thing ‘todois to

continue dealmg wnh the Selecuve Serv1ce. However, even.

while: I am doing that; T am begmnmg to feel that any serv- -

Jice’ to a ‘warfare governmem is wrong.. In other wor(ls, I’'m not’

-so sure even about alternative service. "“Since T'am opposed to

a peaceumc dmft, I- would refuse .1ltermt1ve service in-'that.
‘case. And'in warfare, I would refuse to serve’ the warring: gov-.
‘ernment in any way: "So T'm still not sure where that puts me.

‘Tdo. know," however, tlnt Im becommg more and more con-.

vinced of that stand.. In this. light my appeal for CO" and dlter-

native service seems to be a lie. I'm not ‘particularly anxious

to go to jail or évén to court. ‘But court 'md Jall don t frrghten 1

me- from (Iomg what T thmk I must do

- ,I am I/ y
that I'can do to. ‘further ‘the. cause of peace..] “Many of my school

friends and teachers support the. Vlemam War. They are: very .

, a Cdthohc boy who would ike to do all .

good persons- who don't like, the ‘war, but they feel’ “that“we ©

“always have had war- and alw.r)s will. They- are’ no longer

idealistic because - they feel you have to be pracncal ‘and loyal
“to! )our government There must be somethmg in American

_ socxety whichis sufhng and destroymg our mnate humaneness '
} .md 1 mtend to. root 1t out .md kill it.

”Durmg my l.rst year at College Smeary (I hdve now- quxt) I,'.
-had'to think through'my pdcrﬁst commitments. I-had; finished.-

o J.l).M.

myself a “total pacifist,”- espousmg complete non-cooperation -

_with the warring state and its rxght arm, the Selective Service.

“Now I have to face: the real situation. Since® leavmg, the: shift: -

“ing of my- whole vocational- mode emotionally dislodged me;”
and because. of the severe hurt my pacifism and commitment * |-
to poverty -caused at” home, I allowed myself Lo listen - to- |

“rational,- wise counsel” and compromlsed my view. I went to .

school and asked for-a.2-S deferment. But I have been unbear-
ably, uncomfort.rble “with: that, and have now.. begun to. face
myself again.- Lam now preparmg myself for a near—mcvxmble :

]:ul-smmtlon

1 have a vuy gullty consuencc espeu‘llly when I he'lr or -

read of truc pacifists’ who.do not cooper'lte i 'xny way,

“bes
“‘cause although I knew-that I could not in any. wayapprove

of ‘the Selective’ Service System, 1 betrayed my . conscience-and

“took ‘a 1-0 cl.rssnﬁcauon. Now'.my alternative: service -is. over -
:md cant be u done, or.can’ n? If- only I could now commlt

'.Hes “been at Leavenworth for-about - Tour. weeks now. Hls

-»unbe wrable as one might’ c\pect of great corinfort ‘to him is the

sensitive
“officials decided he’ coul(ln t be entrusted- yith- the ‘task of in- -
str ucting fellow inmates_in basic English, Math:and History be-~

~ to'teach him offset’] pnntm‘r in‘the prison newspaper ¢ office.

tious objection. They. were nolt[t'd ‘again dast_month. They
_seem’lo refuse Lo send me the. .necessary C.0. form, .
send’ a [onn to reclasxzfy me (J-A) Mrs. N, (the: clerk -of the -
“board)'is (louur il for spite. Mrs. N. says . it dmsn l mattm whnt
.Christ mys, one must (ILfen(l his counlry g :

] zuould rather die. T'will' notsell my saul lo Ihe Selectzve Yerutce
' amI that is what lhey me askmg; : ~

“then “there
“want.to ]am the drmy:or any olher kind of mzlztary out[t “but

willing to go:to prxson For me alternative service doesn t scem
to be “‘all the: w1)' " for. Chrlst as (loes non- cooper'mon
: e B T8 -

A [nend» of mine was sentenced at Ft. Bhss a. fcw wecks ag
mother sends me ‘copies of his letters home. He: ‘says.it's not as

hbr'\r) Tacilities. His first week theré he. checked out’an excel:
lent poetry’ collection and Dostoevskx s Grime and. I’Hrmhment

'-_HIS dpmudc tests m(hc.ucd he was: betier qu.xhﬁed foi- posr-

tion as an mstruuor for ‘inniates”than ‘anyone else thcy had -~
testcd for some time. But' since’ he’ was convicted of a’ hlg,hly
crime efusnw to wear: the - -uniform), th(. pnson

cause of thé danger he mxuht subvert them. T hC) finally deculul

Atleast I'm 51‘1(1 to learn that it's not terribly brutal there as

“lmay. be there in the not 60 dlst'mt [uture. Somcthing definite:
- owill happen by ]une 80, -as tlnt is'the: d.ly I'm schcduled to re-.
ceive orders Eor overseas. . :

s JN. .
* Soldier

I lmve nolzfe(l my (lm/l bomd since last I)ec of my wnsczen-

. They did -

This is a. (lemocmcy ‘Can-one ‘be [mce(l to o}eml God’ l

‘_B.P.;,"

] I wrlte thxs brlef Ietter to inform you that on ‘_:
.:Apnl 3 I shall “Join the Resxstance by- handmg in: .
“my draft card at'arally ‘at the Boston. Common. . -
'There hiave already been three members of ‘the = .~
.lsemmary commumty “here: who h'we resrsted the R
draft by landing their* cards back ton the govern---. - -
‘ment My - actron represents a..mere. sign -of ‘the: .
total comimitment to the peace of ‘Christ and-the .-~ °
~ -coming: of the kmgdom I am. in Semor Plulosophy~ R
. at the seminary,. which means”that I have. four,'}‘ s
- . ‘more years-of study untll ordmatlon. 1 can no.
-, longer remain shielded. by an.unjust: law;. which™.” .7 :
_ allows me BECAUSE OF. MY RELIGION to a- -~ .-
) ,voxd takmg a stand while my- contemporarles of - .
‘less fortunate background are drafted, sent too,”l K
L 'Vretnam and.come’back. either shot up,: .and on-a-.
stretcher, dead and in‘a easket -or - physne'rllya
: sound but m]ured psychologlcally.'. ;

1 do not. wanl lo: jnachw‘vwlem.e and yet- I-i/m(l 1t a lltlle E
‘(lz[fcult lo;do What I : ‘mean is. complete nonwolencc And
Cistihé dmfl lhat has me quzle “worried. T - lon :

e e e s e

;m)sel[ to non- coopemuon as 1 should. have donc before. I am’.

3

tlxen agam: do not wmll to [ace [z/e or: !en yems in; 1)nsoni.f
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ezther Lam afrmd of what the law. would be able to'do. to me.
My parents'do not let- me get all the mail that is mailed to me.

E1t is either torn up-or-I-do not even get it at all. They don’t
l‘ltke the literature I .receive’ through. the mail- from- organiza- .
ions such as'the War Resisters League, SDS, SANE, SPU. and
he Catholic- Peace I‘ellowslnp They say it is commumsl con- -
 trolled.and all they want is ‘my. money I have med reasomng

wtlh lhem but u 1s really no use.

~mgs in.a st'ltement—hck of self- dlsctplme and non- mtellcctual-
ism_has sort of hung me up.

: Have’ helped a CIC get started- here, 1 think. Still the only

effect it’ll have on- thcm—lts a-group that filed suit: to prevent

ful” to see. Thcy'do need organizational - help (ideas. about

'.l(le’l R

lence’ means . that cvery sttu1t10n can be mad
through love. 7 T

broup of seminarians in Little Rock. It was-quite. outspokcnly

: cntlcal)

heritage, ‘and_have:teccived all my. education. in, Nebraska. -

in a-more’ concreté ‘context even though they weren't jibing

‘consérvative “tyranny of ‘the majority.’
could never agree w1t11 their. conformist, hypcrmc’ll system -of
;valuts But I scemed to be a: lon(. tcenager 1n a desert of non-

1 dissent.. 7L e .
_Now, I feel tlmt I can't bc atrue Amcrxmn ora true Nebras- :
kan’ without dissenting against.what I-think is morally, pohtl-‘_
'.“C'l“) socially; and.cconomically wrong :For. me,.it is un-Amer--

dcan-not -to _dissent; - moreover, “non:dissent - is. ahen .to - the

X, Ted Sorenson, etc.). -

}.Studcnt for -a- Democratic Society and Friends: of- the Student

" Nebraska - service-type; employees (custom'ms,- food  service,

.md American. students .5, - I

e o e
i 2 < g o e 1

T.H. -

Read: dbout your; m(hctment Bet,mnmg to ﬁnd out how you,
must feel. Am returning my-three choices for civilian: work to
“the draft board iith’ draft card—I'm’ now a’non- ‘cooperator.
’Bxggcst problem now :is: ‘that I:can’t write down all my feel-

T'1l be thmkmg of and praymg for )ou. Pledse do ‘same.”

SNCC staff person here“and I hate to leave. I guess e all do:: -
“Just: organned my- first local group and hate to- thmk of ‘what -

“the’ blnldmg ‘of “two - (N-'& ‘W) clementary. schools' six blocks "
‘apart_in atown. of: 1108. - They -arc ‘mostly : mlddle-.lged and -
older men.- “Their attitude and determination is.really beauti-
structure). Actlon-mse they themselves come up w1th every' uE

“There is rc.llly no. other rew‘lrd thd[ I want" than the one
of workm;,r ellcctlvely in ‘such’ real sntU'mons ‘T guess non-vio- -
re'll human :

"I did an interview - on p.lc1ﬁsm for a paper put out. by a

“critical of the Church=I-guess it's because despite all its faults -
I'do’love Herl: (or else I wouldn t h'lve wasted ‘my tlme l)emgr :

SNC(, lqel(l SCCI‘(.t'lI’}"
Sl am gmduate stu(l(.nt in Lubhsh at the Umvusuy of |
Nel)rask.t, a -native Nebraskan. of . Catholic l\lemcan-Amertcan»
“This :September 1 decided 1o ‘begin cxprcssmg my. oplmons'
~with “the common- atutudes ol the-‘conservative’ power-struc?-
-ture- and- thosc aspmng to it."Since high school-I have felt the..

exet prescnt, unnnnent wext,ht o{ somethmg .mal'mous ‘to.a-
At the same time, 1

great tr 'l(huon of dissent Nel)r 'Lans (Byron, Nonns, \Ialcolm .
“In.thé context: of - the: dl)()\'(.' par.xgmph, I decnded to join :

.Non-Vislent . (,oordnntm;, Committee.. \Vlthm SDS-1 have.
been . workmg on- the  unionization - of - the Umversxty of .

m.uds m.nnt(.n’mcc) Within’ FSNCC I have been orgamzmgv
_tests on dlleged dlscrlmm'mon '1gamst Negro forexgn students .

Thcse 1cuvmes woul(l seem more mmnmgl’ul 1£ place(l wnth~

in a socio: Cathohc context. Thus T would llke to ]om ‘the

Catholic . Peace . Fellowship and The Fellowship of: Reconcili-
ation.”]I am interested in your literature on labor ‘relations,”
- Negro civil rights and civil hberues in: general and Cathohc »

conscxenuous ob]ecuon : :

e

I am currently workmg on a Vletnam Summer

,'»peace pro_]ect here. Local Cathoelic laymen' here
-have felt-that it would be helpful for them in
‘dealing thh their commumty to have a denomm- -
ational statement on the-Vietnam war. .
" Could you advise me -as: to whether or. not
such a statement exists and, if- so, where I could’

. obtam copies of 1t" -
: DP

After ‘two and a h.ll[ hours o[ ar;.,ulng and reasomng

~~and finally seeing Judge Larson, I received a permit from the
_U.S: Marshall.. The chief .deputy upon a recelpt of the permxs-_

sion granted me an arbitrary five minute visit:: Bob was in such’

smiling good spirits that.he wouldn't tolerate my wasting_time
. calling the jail officials.. bastards .
-'send his:love to everyone and. get hlm a‘tooth brush. He has:
- probably ‘béen taken prison by now, although the gate keeper

lied to. me '1bout tlns “shxpment oncc, s0 she may have done

_ it again. - : _
" When-T spoke to the Judge, he e\pressed some’ conﬁdence‘
.that Bob woulld be out ineight months. I told -him that I had.
.never heard, of adraft refuser being - p'lroled ‘and. that_he
-;should investigate. Do you have any m[ormatlon on tlns sub

]ect that I don to T

\Lmy people tell: me. that’ being . a CO is too easy. A CO

‘never- undergoes the risk and suffering of a soldier. I- find
~this particularly meaningful -because when ‘I.was pro war I.
~felt that .way myself. \Ia)be we pacxﬁsts can ‘only :show the
smccrlty of our convictions by wxllm"ly undergomg a five year
‘prison term. That surely equals the. rigors of military service.
1f we'really love: people who are conditioned ‘to -war, we will =
. suffer. 'mythmg to operi. their hearts to real peace. T desperately
_do not want.to go to pnson However, I.am more a[r'ud o[
' bemu' misled than of ‘going to. prison.. . -

\bove all 1 ‘must - do- the best 1 can or surrender my cl'nms

to:a meamngful existence. If prison is the.way of Christ then -

I will gladly take it upon mysell' I am not concerned about

~-civil disobedience in this case. Howevcr 1 will show: my respect -
for-law by. wnllmgly cndurmg the prlson sentence lf it comes

to tlnt. v

D.O. .

.-;l went Aqn* splte of the lmmedmte famlly only stipulation»
“on vxsltors, ‘because 1 knew: that Bob's folks would not be:com-
" ing and:T hoped l could be. forcefdl enough to s secure an ex-
~ception. o :

. he: ]ust wanted me to

o J’O

_ .,_l am’ lb )L'll‘s old, p'xcxﬁst 'uld consxdermg total d|5'1lﬁl|.1t10n -
from the draft. I had ‘been preparing for-a. CO status,- but I
" am. no longer sure, 1- believe - killing' is -wrong for -everyone,
_therefore the Selecuve Servlce System‘must : be immoral. By
,,,completcly opposmg tlus system I have ‘a .way 'to radically op-~
.-pose- the entire” system. ' I would--be challengmg the state’s
right ‘to” havé-anybody. kill.-If -a system is wrong it must be__
-opposed.’T. couldn’t be a. clerk at Dachau, just’ because T wasn't
| . running the gas chambers. :

| resacmr e e & vw i b s
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Fangents

The ironies of the laws on conscien-
tious objection continue to bump along

home. Specifically, the prohibition .

against sclective - objection, which for

Catholics means ‘that their finely . honed - -

“just .war” ethics are lifted well out
of the range of individual conscience, at
least legally. But to American prelates
the legality of the matter is often also
the heart, and it is at the heart, after all,
that - pacifists ought to .aim. Therefore
it is good to hear that Auxiliary Bishop

- James P. Shannon of St. Paul ‘and Min-
- neapolis has called the present draft laws
" unfair on this point in his defense of
Robert Gilliam, now serving a two-year
term in Minnesota’s Sandstone federal
pnson for refusing to do military service
on just war grounds. Speaking of Gil-
liam, who h.ns an outstanding scholastic

record, Bishop’ Shannon ‘told a student .

audience at the Umversny of Minnesota’s
- Newman Center:that “This is no coward,
.this is no kook.” He went on to describe
Gilliam as “a very intelligent, well-read
follower of Christ.” Inasmucli as Bishop
Shannon 'sees littie- hopc Congress will
clhiinge the law, he advocated. that church-
men and laymen devclop “
‘body of theological speculation” upon

which _|udg.,cs .m(l law-makers could rely-

to mitigate, il not change, the effect of
the law. Ol)]ecwrs like Gilljam should
receive suspended “sentences, he said,
adding, “I don't know of any precedent,

but some of my [riends in the legal-pro--

[ession say that solution would be legally

valid.” And the heart of the.matter could .

“then rest, at least for this generation of
non-cowards and non-kooks, or until
more bishops join Bishop Shannon and

try to change both the laws and the hearts’

.in this country.
°

‘Brazil is a much bigger country than

. k.\’icmam, even though it is closer to home -
and . presumably within our “proper -

sphere of influence.” We hear very little
~out of it, and not much. of .that is good.

Recently - Archbishop  Helder Pessoa -
Camera of Olinda and Recife had this to -

say about some of that influence, to wit:
that Latin Anicrica has tasted “the rotten
fruit-of capitalism anr colonialism.” Not
‘all of it American, no doubt, and Chris-
‘tianity in Latin. America didn’t escape
his anger either, the preldtc charging that
it had “closed its eyes too long toward the
injustices of the rich.” And as for private

property, it is “not absolute ‘but has its

12 -

‘a responsible V

limits.” What does this lead to? The -

Archbishop also criticized the commun-
ists for their sins, but he ended in a Pope

-John vein urging that *the Church

should reconsider its attitude toward

. communism and. try to understand

Marxism ~which has humanist objec-
tives.” These do not sound like the

-words -of .a bishop trying to play both

ends against the middle, as-is often the
case *in a- situation. like Brazil’s, but
rather- they - appear .to be those of a

~man who feels both he and his country:
- have reached their limits. ‘The trouble.
is that the U.S. Just seems to be getting .

started. - .

'Ihc :\rchbxshops theme was echoed

_in somewhat more moderate language in

Geneva at a mcetmg of Christians and

Marxists from various parts of the world.

The m.qomv of the participants agreed

that economic, cultural, political- and .
" military. oppression by imperialistic. -

powers allied with national origarchies
constituted the ‘most - widespread form

POPE pAuUL
f‘zas’r of St FaaMus 1965

of dehumanization’ right now in prac-
~tice. They also said it was not possible
to speak of humanization without ex-.
pressing active solidarity with the strug- -

gle' for national liberalization of op-
pressed people. The meeting was called

" by the World Council of Churches’ De-

partment on Church and Society.
°

And in ‘a message to. the First Inter-

-national - Congress of Catholic Youth,

Pope Paul, as well: as speakers .at the
Berlin conference, stressed the urgent
need for social reform. “The fact that
ever more young Christians devote their
energies and several years of their-lives
to h(.lp th(. underprlvl]eged countries is

The Jews are pemccutm" the Arabs,
The Adrabs are [)euecutmg their camels,
The camels are persecuting their fleas,
The fleas are persecuting the camels,
The camels are. [Je:secutmg the Arabs,
The Ambs are persecuting the ]ews

for the Church a reason for pride and

- confidence ‘in mankind’s " future,” the

Pope ‘stated ‘in' his message. He also
urged that youth- throughout the world

_renounce vxolence in the campaign for
‘peace, because “peace cannot be a-
another empha--
sis-he shared withi many, of the s-.~akers; °

chieved through force,’

most. of whom reprcsemcd Catholic

.youth- or social service organizations.’
The Pope went on to caution that a pre- .
condition for peace was that everywhere
on the globe the rights.of mén and peo-.
“ples-be guaranteed and ‘respected, and

any racial discrimination eliminated. He

reminded” his Berlin audience: that -

“Christians must not forget that Christ
reconciled heaven and earth, not by
sheddmg the blood of others, but His
own.’ :

Dr. I‘dbrmo I‘abbrmx, an It'lllan p’lCl-
fist already under sentence: for refusing

to do military service, faces another pos-
sible two-year sentence for rising during

-a Palm Sunday Mass: service to protest

the reading of the part of the Gospel

that says the Jews chose to spare-the life

of Barabbas, “thus: bringing down on
themselves the curse of God.” “Christ

-never condemned the Jews, and you are

tulking like a racist,” he shouted to the
priest. He was arrested Dby pollcc on’

leaving the church, the charge, “dis-’

turbing a religious exercise of the Cath-
olic religion.” -

Vince O’Connor, who runs the Bay.
"Area CPF office (584 Page St., San Fran-

cisco) -and is under indictment for re-

fusing to 'submit to Selective Service de-
“fined alternative service, passed out a
- leaflet at Cnty Hall that came close to ™
the mtty -gritty of what ‘a non-violent.

revojution would really. amount to in
this country. The occasion was a rally
in memory of Martin Luther King,
organized by the NAACP and the May-
or. Beginning with. “IF YOU ARE

HERE TO HONOR DR. KING,” the

pamphlet makcs some interesting sug-
gestions:-* .. . And you are a business-
man or storecowner to whom black or
brown’ people of San Francisco -owe

-money—for whatever reason!- (then)

Send your debtors their credit slips, tell-
ing them that their debts are clear. Write
on the ‘outside of the envelope, “In
memory of Rév. Dr. Martin Luther

“King, Jr’"

‘“

... And: you arc a San Francisco

policeman, (then) Send 1 Mayor Alioto a -
note saying you believe enough in non-

violence " to want- yourself and your

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from preceding page)

brother cops to live through the next.

few months. Attach your service ‘re-
volver to the note.”

“...And you are a Roman Catholic
of the Archdiocese of -San TFrancisco,
(then) Demand your Archbishop aban-

don the building of a thirtcen million
dollar- cathedral that stands hall-com-

pleted - on the- edge of thc \\’Lstcrn Ad-
dition.” o

" The leaflet goes on, in several places,
addressing men in service and men of
draft age -and taxpayers,  calling for

- forms of civil disobedience. It would be .

interesting to know il there actually
were many private and personal acts of
humanity
Dr. King. - .
(-]

The Catholic Relief Service in its
hustlmgs continues the “victims of com-
munism”

human misery thls side o[ the U.S. for-
cign aid program, with which it is allied
in pocket aind policy. In its drive run-
ning from Feb. 1 to March 81, it col-
lected $1,623,474 from American Cath-

* olics to help victims of the Vietcong Tet

offensive, according to Fr. Robert L.

Charlebois, CRS (lxrcctor for chtmm. .
That’s about a dollar a head for all the .

lives American pohq has cither elimin-
-atecl or wrecked in that country.

‘©

“We are deeply conscious of the bur-

~ dens of war on the spirit of our people,
esptcn.xll) our youth., We appeal to all
. our communicants, to workers for peace
and to our ﬁghtmg men whose sacrifices

we deeply appreciate, to ‘offer prayers
that God may gmdc us all in forming a_

Christian. conscience on. these probl(’ms
50, comple\ and so disturbing to our. gen-
cration.” So resolved the. Nauondl Con-

ference of Catholic . Blshops at  their

sprmg meeting in’ St.. Louis.  The ques-
tion is whether there will be a Christian
conscience left to form in the next gen-
_eration, and by this. we don’t mean 'to

1mply anything so poetic as nuclear jus-
tice. Just more resolutions like this one’

will be sufficient.

Meanwhile, -

card -burning as a result of the Supreme
- Court’s decision turning down their ap-

peal.-Tom believed that only shecr mad--

.ness could make a plccc of paper sacred

_enough to imprison'a man.for burning

inspired Dby: the death of.

pitch it has used so success-
fully in becoming the biggest I)roLcr of -

_[clony

Tom Cornell and David
‘Miller expect ‘any day now to begin.
serving their six-month. terms for draft.

DAVID MILLER: “I AM FREE"

On June 19 David Miller appeared be- .

fore the steps of the federal court house
at Foley Square, New York City, and
joined a demonstration that had becn

- mounted -there in his support. He had

been ordered to surrender al that timé
and place to federal marshalls; and thus
to start serving a two and one-half year
sentence for draft-card burning. Dave,
in October 1965, was the first man o

publtcly burn « dvaft card after the pas-,

sage of the law that made such action a
The Supreme Court ‘refused to
review his conviction after u[)lmhlmrr the

government’s pomzon in the case of

I)aw(I O’Brien.

- David and his wife, Catherine Sw(mn
Miller, have been living in Wmhmglon,
D.C. where they. operated a Catliolic
Worker house of hospitality. They have

one daughter, Juanita Clare, one and one-
half years-old, and they await another
child in September. Dave is now at the.

federal house of detention for men, and

- will probably be sent (o' Allenwood Pris-

on in Pennsylvania. His slatement fol- -
lows: B ’

On Wednesday, June 19, 1968, at 10
AL, T am scheduled to appear for sur-
render in federal court in.N.Y.C. I will
begin at that time to serve a two and ’
a lmlf year sentence for pul)llcly destroy--.
ing my -Selective Service classification
card. That act was performed  almost
three years ago at a rally in downtown
Manhattan. Three wecks ago the U.S:
Supreme Court finally chose to uphold

- the consmuuomlm' of the act of ‘Con-

gress making such action illegal.
It is a sad state of affairs that has come -

"10 sec myscll going to prison and to see

for the court the decision that must be
at least inwardly embarrassing to thein.
The draft card still. remains_a symbol -
of forceful, inordinate authority -over

. the minds and hearts of men and wom-

en struggling to love and to be free.-I
have loved and I am free.. Free within

-myself and free within the Christ of my~

faith. I do indeed hope that others may,

find love. And for those who can bear. .-

the particular witness of draft refusal,
I encourage and welcome them.

The world, as ¢veryone can sce, is
still and. continually in a state of tur-

“moil. For.me, my vocation is non-violent

witness and a life among the poor up
to and including jail. - .

As for the suru.ndcrmg, do not in-
tend to_ entirely co-operate with it. I
will have to be carried away rather. than
walk under my own-power. This too is a
syinbolic -act of conscience.. I will be

. available at the time of surrender out-

side the U.S. Court in Foly. Square, at
a demonstration. that may last for SCVCI"II '
hours. - ) : :
Pax Christi,
David Miller

decided to test that ‘madness, and
found it to be true; As he and Dave

- Miller enter prison, however, it isn't fox
‘them that we weep. ’

In a significant decision for pacifists,

-the. Supreme Court ruled on june 10°

that civilian rather than military courts
should decide whether conscientious ob-

- jectors who become so after entering
service should be released.- The case in- -

volved a naval reservist, John A. Hdm-

mond of H.lrtford Conn., who the court

“thought”

said was Cq"mscd ‘to “new currents -of -
‘while in college, though after
joining the reserve, and  ceventually
joined the Society of Friends. The 1 \*'W) '
apparently was willing to release Ham-
mond, except for an n(l\xsor) veto from
General Hershey who scems to be t.n]\mg.
such matters much - too pelsomlly re-
cently. It was also noted in ‘the Times
story that the court’s decision conflicted
with earlier rulings, most notably in the-
case of Air Force Capmin Dale Noyd
who_refused .to mm pilots for service

.in Vxetnam

13




FAREWELL

Six months! Nothing, really, compared
to Dave Miller’s two and a half years.

" Hardly an excuse to write a farewell.

I'll 'be out by Thanksgiving. Should be
able to do six months standing on my
head, as the saying goecs. So short a
time, it's almost embarrassing. Maybe
it's. for. my- humility. The Holy Spirit

“may have determmcd that’s all I could

take.

I remember November 6, 1965, when
Jim Wilson, Dave McReynolds, Mark
Edelman, Roy Lisker and I burned our
draft-cards, and my sentiments that day,
the brave words about jail, the braver
words before sentencing, too. Now, when
it comes time to live those words, I have
to admit that my appetite has been bad
the past few days, that I have an un-
defined feeling of uneasiness, that, in
short, I'm frightened: Will I do good

time? Will they try to keep me in that -

hole of a dentention house on West
Street and not send me to a regular
jail with light and air? Does Monica
really know what she will do in my ab-
sence? And the kids . . . _

_ Istill believe in the words of that day.
“We who have dedicated ourselves to

the war upon war, to the development

of nonviolence as an effective: means to

* resist tyranny, cannot shrink from the

consequences of.our’ conscientious acts.”
“Fill the Jails!” “Jail, No Baill” I

have carried such placards and I know"

by Tom
. Cornell

their power. And I know from counsel-
ling prospective jailbirds that men do
better time if their attitudes toward the
experience beforehand are positive. So
I will look forward to a time for reflec-
tion, for a renewed prayer-life, for-phys-
ical labor and an opportunity to write.

We are planning to have the “non--

surrender” occur during a demonstration
that will be more of a celebration. I

.. will present myself before the federal

court at the appointed time, but will not
surrender. I will continue to walk with
friends . and family, balloons, flowers,
and cotton candy, if we can find any,
and maybe liberate two doves when the

feds come to take me, to celebrate life

and freedom in the face of the forces of
repression and death.

So I suppose I am glad. Things Inv
worked out better than we could have
planned. The isolatéd acts of a hand-
ful of us two and a half years:ago have
become a major movement of resistance
to the draft. Our work at the CPF has
prospered - (if our coffers haven't) and
we have established ourselves as-an im-

- portant. part of the peace movement
‘that, with a little help from our friends,

is here to stay. And the price I have

_ to pay is slight compared to that exacted

of "the dragooned 1nonymous ghetto
dwellers who are fighting in Vietnam, or
that p'ud by those courageous fools for

_ Christ in Catonsville Jail.

Ih’dian Heads

T hele are Indian heads in the dust

of my hometown

seen swirling down lonesome streets

on a summer day

“currents of snakes

vamsh in the haze of torpld air.

A body can’t pass when the Indian heads =~ .. =

are out—

and the boys pinch the nickles )
deep on the ms:des of their pockets.

PAUL.VELDE

An Appeal

(Continued from page 3)

these ‘letter writers are contributors to’

the CPF. This doesn’t mean that any-
thing has been proved; at best it is an
attempt to share an experience.

The idea of devoting an issue of the
Bulletin to Resistance was not to mitigate
a financial calamity; it just happens that
the appeal letter is turning out this way.
But to get back to finances. Last year

the CPF went about $9,000 over its bud-’
-get. Demands on the CPF increased

enormously during 1967 while income re-
mained about the same. The discrepancy

lis partly due to the fever of much of

last year, when an over-burdened staff
ncglccted to perform the necessary dun-
mng

So here we atre, with SC\'C]"II thousand
dollars to make up and the demands for

CPT services greater than ever. The al-.

ternative is that a good many activities
will have to be curtailed. Not draft coun-
seling, which will go on in. our homes
if necessary, but the maintenance of an

office. where people can be counseled in -

greater numbers, with less hassle and
more point to the matter at hand. Publi-

~ cations, which means information, must

not only be expanded, which is desir-
able and needed, but kept up-to-date,
which is essential, The staff should also

“ be enlarged, especially to include more

field workers, but what’s more important

-is that the staff on hand be paid. And so

forth. -

The money has to come from some-
where. Once again this year, after con-
siderable debate among members, it was
decided that that somewhere would not
be membership dues. Appeals, unpleas-
ant as they are to make, would have to

. suffice.. We hops tlley are sull a IU\ury

the CPF can afford.”
One final word, which may h.we some-
thing to do with drop in contributions.

That is, don’t go away on vacation under

the illusion that the war in Vietnam is
all. over except for the celebrating. It's
not. Nor is our government’s.momentum

- toward peace so great that we can coast
the rest of the way. Indeed, a good part

of ‘what produced that official momen-
tum just a few months ¢ ago, namely Mar-

“tin:Luther King by his non-violent strug-

glé for peace andyjustice, .uul Senator
l\emluly by his preésidential campaign

on tlic peace issue, are dead. Peace still

seems to be a long way off.

Cover plioto, United Press Interna-
‘tional; photos, page 2, A. Kgola;- [)ag(’
4, Frank Spcltz (lmwmq /mgc 12, I’.n
» RlCCl )




Statement from Maryland

(Continued from page 2)
manifest and long standing tyranny which does great d'mmge
to fundamental personal ng.,hts and dangerous harm to the
common good of the country—produces new injustices, throws
morc clements out of balance and brings on new disasters.”
#32: "We want to be clearly understood: the present situ-
ation must be faced with courage, and the injustices linked
with ‘it must be fought against and overcome. Development

demands bold transformations, innovations that go deep. Ur-

gent reforms should be undertaken without delay. It is for
cach one to mLc his share in them with gencrosny, particularly
those whose uluc.mon position and opportunmcs alford them
wide scope of action.

#47: "It is a question of bunl(lmg a world where every man,

no matter what his race, religion or nationality, can live a
fully human life, freed from slavery imposéd on him by other
men or by natural forces: a world where the poor man Lazarus
can sit down at the same table with the rich man.”

#80: *The hour for action has now sounded. At stake are
the survival of so many innocént children and for so many

“families overcome by misery, the access to conditions fit for
human beings: at stake are the peace of the world and the

future of civilization.”
At the same time, we confront the Catholic (,hurch, othcr
Christian bodics and the synagogues of America with their

. silence and cowardice in face of our country’s crimes. We are

convinced that “the religious bureaucracy in this country

“is racist, is an ‘accomplice in war and is hostile to the poor. In
utter fidelity to our faith, we indict the religious leaders and
_their fnlkmcxs for their failure to serve our coumry and man-

kind.
Finally, we are hpp:xllc’d by the ruse of the American ruling

“class invoking the cry for “Law and Order” to mask and per-.

petuate injustice. Let our President and the pillars of society

speak of “Law and Justice,” and back up their words with -

deeds and there will be “Order.” We have p]cadcd spoken,
marched and nursed the victims of their injustice. Now this
injustice must be faced, and this we intend to do, with what-
ever strength of mind, body and grace that God will glvc us.

: M.\) God have mercy on our nation.

On J ail Commumty

(Contmued fwm page 4)

perialism—the right being the American military- mission -

there. An old colonialist theme, it seems, missionaries and
troops, now given new flavor under the enlightened American
effort. Santayana said, *Those. who have not learned .the
lessons of history are destined to repeat its mistakes.” Appar-
ently, John has learned, and beyond repeating mistakes, he
has resolved to mend them in others:

"Next is George Mische, who has packed more militancy and
service in his 81 years than most three activists I know. Mar-
ried and the father of a two-month-old daughter, George did
campus organizing while still in college, labor orgmizing for
the AFL-CIO, plus foreign aid administration-in the Domin-
ican' Republic, Honduras, San Salvador and Guatemala. For
four years, he worked with delinquents in New York City and
Jersey—two of these years in Harlem. Refreshingly open, re-

- sourceful and resilient, George has credit to a label largely -

undeserved -outside our group—Christian revolutionary.
There remains Tom Lewis and my brother, Dan Berrigan,

'S.J. It is enough to-say of Tom that he has literally put his

future on the line by another civil disobedience following our
blood pouring.incident at the Baltimore Customs House on
Oct. 27th. As for my brother, he is no stranger to Church
authoritarianism or social injustice. An enormously gifted
and proliﬁc writer—he has given meaning to his words by his
deeds going back to his ordination. Work with students among
the poor and in behalf of blacks—exile to Latin America, jail
in October, travel of Hanoi to obtain the release o[ captured
American flyers. And now this. .

So much for our jail community. Jim Bevel of SCIC once
said - that the movement ought to fill up_ the jails of this

- country. Not to seek jail, mmd you, but to practice a level of

civil disobedience which would make jail inevitable, and in a
sense the moral complement of activism. Jail and fasting—the
movement knows so little about them, and indeed, fears then
entirely without cause. When movement people other than
draft protesters, particularly the clergy, take the spirit of the
Acts of the Apostles into jail with them, then the movement -
will have matured, revolution will be less violent, and justice

more possible.

NEW CPF LITERATURE

Blessed are the Meek: The Roots of Chnsnan Non-
violence by Thomas Merton."
The author of Seeds of - Conlemp[atzon,’

. Raids on the Umpenlmble, Conjectures of a - .
- Guilty Bystander, Seven Storey Mountain- .
cte., treats’Christian-nonviolence as a way of -

life in this age of eschatological struggle.

. Brief and eloquent, practical and grounded
in mature theological insight.- Handsomely--
- produced with a three-color cover design by

Sister Mary Corita, T. H M. 25¢ -

The Christian Vocanon of Peace, by Gordon Zahn -

A distinguished sociologist, Gordon Zahn

s the author of German Catholics and-Hit- -
ler's Wars, What is Society?, An Alternative

to Violence, and In: Solitary Witness. In this
essay Dr. Zahn stresses the present necessity
of the Church and Christians finding their

prophcuc voice and living .peace as a voca- -

tion, in practical -terms. 15¢

Revoluhonary Atheism_ and Dnalogue, by Peier

- Riga, S.T.D.

Fr. Riga is well known for his commentar-
ies on recent p'\pal encyclicals, I’acem in Ter-

solid assist from Fr.

" ris, Populorum Progressio and for his writ-

ings on the theology of peace and nonvio-
lence. He is curiently on the theology faculty
of St. Mary’s College in California. “I would

.- argue that the social teachings of the Church
_could serve as a very fruitful basis for ... dia- -
“logue with present day Marxists since Chris- .-

tian teaching goes beyond ideology or ideo-

. logical. differences. Oddly .enough, both
Marxists and most Catholics are largely. ig:-

norant of them.” In production 25¢

‘Conscxence and the Just War by John Courtney

Murray
The eminent jesult thcologlan and ecu-

menist was director of the John LaFarge In-- |
- stitute, a center for- interreligious discussion -

of controversial topics, at ‘the time of his

_death in 1967. The paper might better be

called Conscience and the Unjust War. The

--theological case for recognition of the right

of sclective-objection, i.c. objection to a par-
ticular war on grounds of the traditional just
war theory, is unassailable. Legal and politi-
cal implementation remains a problem. The
current drive for legal recognition ‘gets a
Murray. Excellent

for study groups of any kind. 10¢

-
Catholic Peace Fellowship l.
5 Beekman Street, New York, N.Y. 10038" |
Please send me the following. |
Blessed are the Meek by T. Merton I
@i |

Revolutxonm) Atheism by P. Riga |
25¢______. |
('onsru'nce and Just War by ]
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@ 10¢
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Protest: Pacifism and Politics by James
Finn, 528 pages,
House; paperback edition $2.45.

An intense, readable and personal explor-
ation of the protest move}mcnl as experi- ’
enced b} James Finn, uhlor of Worldvietw_
magazine. Mo~t of :the book iis’ composed
of transcripts of conversations, by and large
very remarkable c\ch'mges, between Finn

and those he sought out in preparing this:

survey and evaluation: Joan -Baez, A.J.
Muste, Gordon Zahn, Staughten Lynd, Jul-
ian Bond, Bayard Rustin, Daniel and Philip-
Berrigan, Abraham Heschel, Dorothy D'n,
Paul Ramsey, John C. Bennett, John L.
McKenzie, S.J., Justus Cc.orge Lawler, Ever-
ett .Gendler, Stcsul Sclmarzschlld Daviid
McReynolds,

-Denise Levertov, Mitchell Goodman and
W. H. Ferry. Incredible.

Finn has done a very impressive job of
piecing the conversations into a readable

. continuum by ‘first surveying the religious -

aspect. of the anti-war and. pacifist. move-
ments, then heading into the various organ-

izations—religious, political, pacifist, setting.

aside a single section for consideration of
selective conscientious objection, conclud-
ing with a delightful collection of conversa-
tions under the lmnncr, “Commllmcnl Wlth
out Label.” -

It would be hard to ﬁm] a bcller introduc-
tion to the American peace commumlv, m
all its ('Ol]lple\l() Certainly _there is none-
‘which is as animated and provoutnc

A I’cnn_) a Copy:
Catholic Workcr, edited by Thonas C.
_Cornell and James H. Forest, mtroduulon

by Msgr. Paul Hanly Furfey, 271 pagcs.

The Maemillan Company—$6.95.~ .~ -

Rc.lh/m;,, the significance of thc'Cnlhohc

. Workcr, both as newspaper and movement,
it is rcmnrkablc that such an nntholog\ lms
been so.long in coming.

" A Penny a Copy, compiled by two former

A m.m'u..m;, editors of The Catholic Worker;:
is arranged chronn]ol_u.nlly beginning with’

“ an “editorial -statement” “To Our Readers”

published in the first issue,-May 1933, dis- }

tributed at the annual left labar rally at l\c“
York’s Union Square. -

Many, of the (‘onlnhulmns in the collee:
-tion aré by CW co-founder. and pubhsher.,
Doraothy Day. Others include Petér. \I.xurm,
_ Jacques Maritain, Paul Hanly Furfey, Gra-

ham Carey, John Cogley, Gordon Zahn, Tom *

" Sullivan, Robert .Ludlow, Ammon Hennncy,
Henri Perrin, Thomns '\It,r(on and Karl
. Meyer.
“The subjects, and st)les, range consulcr-
ably: war, nonuolcncc, poverty, the Hearst

newspapers, marxism, children, w:ld life,

labor organizing, soup lines, race issues, frec
~ clothes, hospitality, farming ‘and farming
mmmunes, nlhcwm, the Roscnl)crgs, M.nx

Vintage and- Random -

Richard Neuhnus, James For-_
~est, Tom Comcll, David Miller, John Lewis, 7
Jack Newfield, Arlo Tatum, William.V.
O’Brien, Frederick Franck, Tom- Stonier,

" Readings From 'ThAc

‘Bodenheim, prison, fallout shelters, usury,

garbage and the uses-thereof, Pope John,

*Albert Camus, hawkmg newspapers on the

streets . . ,
- There is a warmth about the book, a sur-

_ prising cohcsxveness, and perlmps most im-
'_.porlam a re]evancy which, if anything, is -

more pressmg at the moment than ever be-

fore.” As is sl'ned ‘by the eduors in their. -
prcf’lce

- “Some would like to consrgn this volume

. to the racks as a momento of the ’30s. ‘Let

it be a thorn-in the side of our parents ’
But that cannot be. For it is still going on,;

~ and to tell the truth the misery is deeper and
" the frastrations more bitter, the apocalypse.

closer and-each prescnl moment more acute.

" Wars and rumors of war, race war, class-

war. Wars of liberation and war to liberate

" the liberated. And as always the 'same vic-
. tims, the people. The vast majority of the
".-people, poor and hungry and sick unto death -

of liberation, the people whose cry is-‘Peace

‘anl] Bread.” The Body of Christ bleeding’

A from a lnlhon wounds. And still the Catholic
Worker movement, poor among the poor, a_ -
" quiét le.pyen, a bowl of soup, an oddly dated

monthly, still a penny a copy, bringing news

that is'so old it Tooks like new.” .
(Suhscnpuons to The Cathohc Worker

are 25¢ a year or whatever the subseriber

_may wish to contribute—the address, Cath.

"be ordered,

O{Tce, the: Housc Committee on Un-Ameri- -

- .will surprise- some to. ]_
" Committee, now 30 yenrs old, was founded

olic Worker, 175 Chryslu St., New York,
N.Y. 10002. Copies of A Penny a Copy may
prepmd
Pe.lcc Fellowship.) ~

: The Comnuuee b) Waltcn Goodnmn l‘.xrrar,

Straus. & Cerll\ \'cw York—$10 00

A hard Iook at Amcncas own- Holy

can Acuvmes, made- easier to read due to

‘the Commllte«.s low. ebb’ at the present. It .

iscover the House

with intentions of the highest order—to
comba[ “anti- Semitism - _and’ nazism; anti-

" ‘communism and the- poliiic'll witch hunts

_which, "HUAC led ‘only later became. the’

- pa<510n of holy mothcr the ‘state. -

The book ‘should. be _of particular inter-

- est to Cat};ohcs if for noy other reason than .
- the parucu]ar enthusx.lsmbCatho]lcxsm and- .

‘Catholics’ have had for anythmg anti-com-,

‘munist. R L >

-

A)
: ~Dying among pigeons, -’
. -my eye falls from its socket’

as though mind’s ﬁngers Sl

. had sighed, and rolls. to a stop
_still on the pavenient.
It lies there - ° - . _
.l(l_]«'lCCllL to mother’s back

- . sprouting a tuft of crab&mss

-

~ Like Danton’s head, °
- it lies larger-than life, .
larger, anyway, than it had scemed,
- and-brighter in its severed state
~tlmn the bakmg sun. :
C - . PAUL ‘VELDE

AN

from the Catholic -

A Moment of H@pe

(Conlmued from page 3)

this is because at that moment there was
no distinction between their interior

sélves and the world around them: It’is
.impossible to- know what they were

thinking. The mbmcnt is passed, and one
recalls only the necessity of the here and
naw. One recalls that when Senator Ken-
nedy was killed, one of the men wrestling

-the young assassin to' the floor screamed
" .at him, “You'll fry. for this, you bastard!

You'll fry for this!” The assassin is a bas-

" ard, and so nine others have willingly
- become bastards trymg to stop assassin-,

ation.

DO THE FUTURE A FAVOR .- :
.We'd like to think this issue of the
CPF Bulletin—especially the extracts
from letters on the draft, war and re-
sistance—is the kind of thought pro-
-voking exchange which will help the
reader cl'lnfy his own thinking. We
think this issue” would be especially
useful  for - group  discussion—in -
schools,, Withiﬁ'parish societies. We've -
printed extra copies. Perhaps you can’
put a bundle to good use,. -
I'to 10 copies ... i 15¢ ach
10 tg~25 ... e . 18¢ each.
25 to 50 ... ..12¢ each
more than 50 ....eoreeeivins 11¢ each

I . Dom Bede Griffiths; O.8.B.; - Fr. Rob-

The Bulletin
is published blmonthly by the Cath-
olic Peace I‘eI]owshlp :

‘Bulletin editor Paul Velde

Books editor ]'nnes Forest
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