OCTOBER 1973

JACK AND LAURIE

In July two friends of ours, Jack Riley and Laurie Torgan,
were killed in a car accident. Many of us had known and
worked with both of them for many years. Jack had worked
here at the Catholic Peace Fellowship from September of ’72
until this past June, when he and Laurie moved to Upstate NY.

Jack and Laurie were loving, gentle people. Their lives were
committed to doing something creative and healing about the
evil-that surrounds us all, In Feb, of 1971 Jack and Laurie and
19 other friends entered the draft board in Spring Valley, NY
to speak to the Board Members who were meeting that day.
They presented gifts of a plant and wheat, symbolizing life, to
the clerks. They were told to leave. Instead they stayed and
spoke about love, They asked the clerks and board members
to help stop the killing, to stop drafting young men and send-
ing them to Vietnam. They were arrested for “obstruction of
governmental administration.”

Rather than trying to explain to you what their lives meant
to us, we wish to share a part.of them with you through their
own writings. Jack was very concerned with the role of per-
sonal life styles in peacemaking. He suggested that in each
issue of the BULLETIN we offer an article that would stimu-
late further thought and action in this area. We feel that the
Jack’s opening statement at the trial in Spring Valley is just
that. It is followed by a poem written by Laurie. Se
page four. :
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ALLENDE: THE POOR LOVED HIM
by Ed Kehoe

The Christian Democrats, under Eduardo Frei, promised a
Revolution without blood. No blood was spilled, but there was
no revolution either. His land reform law changed almost noth-
ing. He was unable to control inflation. The poor got poorer.

Salvador Allende promised to lead the country to socialism
within the framework of law. The constitution would be respec-
ted. There would be no blood. The poor elected him president
in September of 1970.

For his friends his program was too moderate, his respect
for law too intransigent. For his enemies he was a radical. But
the poor loved him. Prices were frozen. Wages were raised.
Runaway inflation was controlled. Milk was distributed to poor
children. Government controlled food distribution got food to
the slums at reasonable prices. Plans for health care were begun.
The poor had money in their pockets and food in their bellies.
And they were being treated as people. They began to have a
voice in the way the factories and farms were run. The poor were
were being consulted, not just ordered around. .. They sensed
they were people, not just beasts of burden.

But Allende affected the life style of the rich, too. And they
hated him. A small, powerful group controlled about 70% of
the farm land. Allende bought the land from them and gave it
to the poor. Many of these people put the money they received
for their ranches into transportation.

And he angered the U.S., too. With unanimous approval of
the senate, Chile nationalized its copper mines. Kennecott and

" Anaconda were not happy with the settlement offered them.

ITT had been exposed trying to prevent Allende from taking
office after his election. They now told the State Department
that the U.S. ambassador was ineffective. He was replaced by
Nathaniel Davis. Davis had proved his effectiveness in Guatamala.
He was ambassador there from 1968-1971 when 20,000 were
murdered in a “pacification” program. The North American
Congress on Latin America (NACLA) documents the careers of
nine other CIA agents who have opperated out of the U.S. em-
bassy during the Allende regime. Two were in the Dominican
Republic at the time of our last invasion there. Deane Hinton
was in Guatamala for the “pacification”program. Latrash and
Warren were involved in the 1954 coup in Guatamala. Allare
men of proven effectiveness.

In 1971 Deane Hinton was recalled to Washington to serve a
as Deputy Director of the Council on International Economic
Policy. An economic blockade of Chile began in January of
1972.

Ambassador Davis, in a memo revealed by Jack Anderson,
informed the State Department that the military would not
intervene in Chile unless public opposition became *‘so over-
whelming, discontent so great, that military intervention is_
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{continued from previous page)
overwhelmingly invited.”

The U.S. increased military aid to Chile from S-million in
1971 to over 14.5 million in 1972. A few million was spent
training opposition labor and business leaders. All other loans,

-credits and aid to Chile were stopped. Copper production in-
creased, but the world price dropped. The actual loss to Chile
was 13 36% Allende had inherited a nation with the second
highest per capita debt of any nation in the world.

Shortages began to develop. The middle class was losing
buying power. Ellegant ladies were in the streets banging the
empty pots that their servants cooked their meals in.

In October of 1972 the Truck Owners’ Ferdeation, mer-
chants, professional unions and the Chilean Association of
Manufacturers went on strike. It cost the nation between
100 and 150 million doHars.

In Novemver of 1972 the military started contactmg the
strikers about a coup. The plotting of the coup slowed down
at the time of the mid-term election in March of this year.:
The Christian Democrats and the National parties were jubi-
lent. They ran a single slate of candidates bragging that they
would get 2/3 of the vote. They were stunned. For the first
time in Chilean history a government increased its popular
support in a mid-term election. The poor were with Allende.
They gave him 43.39% of the vote. He picked up three seats
in the Senate.

Coup planning resumed. Terrorist activity by the Father-
land and Liberty facists increased. A copper strike was called,
but 70% of the workers stayed on the job. A precipitous
coup was stopped. In July the Truck Owners’ Federation
resumed its strike. Private truck owners who tried to work
were shot at by terrorists and harrassed by the police.

,___-___.In.early_September the_military began raiding state owned

" NINE MONTHS AFTER THE CEASEFIRE:

IMPRISONMENT AND TORTURE CONTINUES
by Joanne Sheehan
There are still over 200,000 civilian political prisoners in the
jails of South Vietnam. Many of these are. imprisoned for the
“crime” of advocating peace or a coalition government.
According to the Peace Agreements signed January 27, 1973,
the question of the freedom of these prisoners was to be resolved
within 90 days after the ceasefire came into effect. Most of the

- civilian prisoners still remain in the jails of the Saigon government,

and arrests continue,

"As reported in the Feb *73 CPF Bulletin Supplement, these
prisoners, men, women and children, are subject to inhumane
conditions and torture. Andre Menras and Jean-Pierre Debris,
two French teachers released from a Saigon jail, reported that
the variety and sophistication of the torture equaled the horror
of the Nazi prison camps. These attrocities are taking place in
South Vietnam today.

- Your Tax Dollars At Work

The United States funds 90% of the Saigon government’s:
costs. The U.S. continues to provide the bombs, ammunition
and other war materiel that are used by the Saigon army; and
American taxpayers still pay for the operation of the prisons
and the Saigon police that arrest Vietnamese citizens. The po-
lice are trained in Washington D.C. at the International Police
Academy. Thus, not only do we permit the Saigon government
to mistreat their own citizens, we assume the cost for it. When
we pay our federal income tax, and the federal excise tax on our

‘telephone, we are helping to pay for the imprisonment and tor-

ture of our Vietnamese sisters and brothers.

What We Can Do
Tean-Pierre Debrib stated_that he beleived that publicity con- )

-_—

factories looking for arms. The Fatherland and Liberty ter-
rorists took credit for the murder of Captain Arturo Arya,

. President Allende’s aide-de-camp. They bombed the resi-
dence of a Socialist Minister, a school and an oil pipeline
near Santiago. Professional Unions joined the strike of the

. truckers, calling for Allende’s resignation.
~ But the poor would not abandon Allende. The largest
crowd in Chilean history poured into the streets in his sup-
port the week before his death.

On September 8th Ambassador Davis flew to Washington,
He conferred with Henry Kissinger and returned to Chile on
the 10th, Salvator Allende Gossens was dead on September

"~ 11th,

The military went beserk. Between 10,000 and 30,000
people have been slaughtered. The Presidential Palace was
strafed and burned. For the first time in Chilean history the.
National University was machine gunned and strafed, Work-
ers in factories were amassacered. There are 7,000 prisoners
in the National Stadium and thousands more in other make-
shift prisons. Over 10,000 foreigners had sought political
asylum in Chile. Their lives are in immediate danger. .

'The United States Committee for Justice to Latin Amer-
[can Political Prisoners (USLA) is mounting a campaign for
the political prisoners. The U.S., Argentina, Peru ang.
Mexico are being asked to grant asylum This wilk &y a
few lives. -

But who will investigate the role of the@h&m@xﬂ"
What force can contain the multi-national corporations whose
whose only allegience is to profit and power? What will pre-
vent our government from murdering the hopes of poot
people by an economic blockade?

ED KEHOE lived and worked in Peru for 10 years. He is

presently at the Thomas Merton Center in New York. 2%

cerning the prisoners, as well as letters to the prisoners tempor-
“arily caused the South Vietnamese government to mitigate the

tortures. When the letters and publicity subsided, the torture
began again. Several organizations (list at the end of this article)
can supply you with the name and address of a prisGner to write -
to, as well as the names and address of U.S. and South Vietnamese
officials responsible for the imprisonment of these men and wo-
men. By doing this you may help a prisoner live to be released.

The week of September 16 - 23 was designated the Interna-
tional Week of Concern for the Saigon Political Prisoners. Dem-
onstrations were held throughout the U.S, and in Europe. On,
September.21st the New York Times reported the release of
Mrs. Ngo Ba Thanh and three labor leaders. To quote the Times:

“The release of Mrs. Thanh and the labor leaders, who

were sentenced to 18 months earlier this month, appeared

. to be designed to counter a recent wave of criticism in

the U.S. Congress over Saigon’s treatment of political

prisoners and the disclosure last week that Washington

was contmumg to supply aid to the South Vietnamese

police.”

Senator James Abourezk has stated:

“Maybe the American people don’t have to know about

troop movements or the location of nuclear weapons,

but by God they sure as hell can decide whether they

want to support torture or not,’

It is up to us, you and I, to educate the American people as to
where our tax dollars are going, and to continue to put pressure
on the Congress until the funds are cut.

As individuals we must also make a conscious decision as to
whether or not we will pay those taxes. The federal phone tax
was established in order to help financially support our involve-
ment in Indochina, That money is now going to support the
torturé: (continued on p. 11)




Joanne Sheehan explains to the Executive Protection Servicemen that
she and the others have come to pray and will not leave. Georg Bryan,
Bob Murphy and Mary Sheehan continue to pray. They are behind the
Secret Servicemen.

PRAYER RAIDS
' by Mike Murphy

A Cambodian cmat by her bed in a bomb devasted house.
=~ As the B-52’s droned overhead she prayed, “God, if I' should die

before August 15th...

This caption of a graphxc cartoon was too real for the 160
people who came to the White House during July and August
to kneel and pray for the immediate cessation of bombing and
for the people of Indochina. The prayers petioned the Almighty
for the children who have to hobble because of injuries by Amer-
ican weapons, for the men and women in Thieu’s jails who can-
not walk because of the tortures they have suffered. The prayers
asked for forgiveness, for mercy, for reconciliation and for
peace.

The “prayer raids’ as they were titled by a columnist, started
on July 6th. Four nuns from Baltimore, who decided something
must be done, went on a White House tour. ‘As they entered
the East Room they broke from the line and knelt down for a
‘“prayer vigil.” They were arrested. Pegg Kerr, a member of the
Washington Community for Creative Non-Violence heard the
news story on the radio. The thought flashed in her head, “That’s
it, that’s what I need to do.” Others felt the same way.

The next day, July 7th, four men, one a priest from Baltimore
knelt down in the White House to pray. They too were arrested.
A ritual was born!

For the next 37 days (with the exception of Sunday and Mon-
day when the White House tour is closed) women and men from
along the East Coast came to Washington to pray, and as night
follows day, undergo arrest. One young sixteen year old from
New York heard about the “prayer raids” from a New York
Times article. He called the Merton Center for more information
and came down to Washington. He was arrested and suffered
the inhumanity of the D.C. juvenile detention center. The next
day, handcuffed, he went before the judge. Matt’s trial date was
set. And so it continued, prayers, arrests, arraignments and trials.

The first trial, a trial by jury, was that of Brendan Walsh, Jim -
LaCroce and Tom Ireland. They defended themselves and,in the

course of the trial discussed the reasons as to why they came to
the White House to pray....the bombing of Cambodia. The jury
found them guilty. Guilty of what?Guilty of reaching down in-
side and coming out with a cry to heaven.

The trials that followed created a different tone. The defen-
dants were before a judge who was torn between what was moral
and right and complicity with a system that put him in black
robes to sit as a god on a swivel chair throne, He could not put
people in jail who prayed at.the White House. The legal ques-
tions of White House guidelines and constitutional rights were
discussed and.one after the other the White House Prayer
Groups were acquitted. Two jury trials broke from the previous
verdict and found the defendants “not guilty.” The war had

come home for them too.
During the summer almost 100 people in groups

of 2 to 6, came to stand on the tour line, enter the gates,
kneel on the steps, the portico or inside (the place of
prayer varied) and pray. The Community for Creative
Nonviolence helped to organize the prayer group and always
managed to find room for us to stay while in D.C. The
CPF staff and friends made the journey to Washington.
Georg Bryan, Bob Murphy, Mary and Joanne Sheehan were
arrested while saying St. Francis’ Prayer for Peace and
spent 2 days in jail awaiting arraignment. Fr. Ned Murphy
and myself were arrested for reading Laurie Torgan’s

“My First Prayer” (sce article on “Jack & Laurie” in this
Bulletin). Dick Gregory was trailed by Secret Servicemen
as he stood in line with Mike DeGregory and Michelle
Timmins from the Catholic Worker.

As the date the President and Congress bargained for ap-
proached, the need to dramatize and come together for liturgy
was felt. We could not wait even one more day for the bomb-
ing to stop. On August 14th 60 people gathered for a liturgy
on the White House steps. We met that morning in Lafayette
Park. A group who had made a pilgrimage from Baltimore to
Washington chanted and prayed as they walked through the
White House. As we passed them on the tour line both groups
‘applauded each other. A feeling of communication and strength
grew. As we entered the gates of the White House the refrains
of “Down by the Riverside” were sung. We reached the por-
tico and knelt to pray. Fr. Ed Guinan stood and broke bread
for the “broken bodies of the people of Indochina.” The Se-
cret Service surrounded us like spectres of death. Between the
lines of St. John’s words, inaudible commands blared from a
bulihorn of the Secret Service police. Soon, one by one, the
sixty were carried away in paddy wagons.

Dan Berrigan and his brother Jerome joined the prayer group
that day. As five of us were waiting in one of the cells for pro-
cessing, Dan commented how “light” the atmosphere of arrest
and jail was. The guards passed out water as we sang. Sexism
demanded that the men be on the top row of the cell block,
and the women be seperated on the bottom.

Soon-the “lightness” disappeared. As a few men were trans-
ferred to a central holding cell we felt the luxury and frustra-
tion of our situation. A young prisoner was being held in a
solitary cell next to ours. We saw him and exchanged saluta-
tions. A period of idle time passed (the bail agency was work-
ing on personal recognizance releases for us). One of us noticed
that the person in solitary was not in sight and a belt across the
bars replaced the spot where his face had been. A cry of

“marshall”, the cell door is unlocked, a limp body is dragged
out, artlﬁclal respiration, the rush of ambulance attendants,
oxygen, still limp....dead....he is wheeled out. We on the other
side of the bars, helpless, idlely looking on, praying, despairing.

_ Quickly the arra;gnments take place and sixty people are
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JACK’S OPENING STATEMENT

‘What T would like to bring up now is what [ would consider
the central issue of all of the activity that went on inside the
Selective Service Board last February 17th. That most central
issue was, and still is, Jove. Now that may sound ridiculous to
you, but to me it is the complete truth. The centrality of love,
this most fundamental moral principle, has grown deep roots in
my life. It s significance began to take more concrete shape
when I entered the Marist Novitiate in 1966. At that time, I
was beginning a period of deep study and prayer in preparation
for becoming a Marist Brother. The Marist Brothers are a lay
teaching order of the Romar Catholic Church. They live the
vows of poverty, obedience and chastity - - these vows are
viewed as an extension of the virtues of faith, hope and love.
Which brings me back to the central issue.

As a deeply religious person and as a follower of Christ, to
me the command to love is paramount. Paul, in his Epistle to
the Corinthians, has a long discourse on love. It ends by saying.
“In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love;
and the greatest of these is love.” (Cor. 13:13) In his letter to
Galatia, Paul states, “Serve one another, rather, in works of
love, since the whole of the Law is summarised in a single com-
mand: Love vour neighbor as vourself. (Gal. s 13-14) Look-
ing at the Gospels themselves, we have, in John s account,
these words of Jesus 1 have told you this so that my own
joy may be in you and your joy may be complete. This is my
commandment: love one another, as | have loved you. A
man can -have no greater love than to lay down his life for his
friends.” (John 15:11-13) Luke, in reporting the Sermon on
the Mount gives to this commandment of love its greatest
scope: “But I say this to you who are listening: Love your
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who

____curse you, pray for those who treat you badly. To the man who

slaps you on the cheek, present the other cheek, too; to the man
- who takes your cloak from you, do not refuse your tunic. Give

to everyone who asks you, and do not ask for your property
back from the man who robs you, Treat others as you would
like them to treat you. If you love those who love you, what
thanks can you expect?For even sinners do that much. .And it

you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what thanks
can you expect? Even sinners lend to sinners to get back the same

amount. Instead, love your enemies and do good, and lend
without any hope of return. You will have a great reward, and
you will be sons of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked.” (Luke6:27-35) ~

Luke’s message of love, Christ’s message of love is one
rooted in action. Inmy second year of study at Marist
Novitiate, a year devoted solely to studying theology, there
grew in me the concern for direct action -- direct personal
involvement and confrontation with all that is false or evil in
our society. And [ intended to confront those evils with love.
My presence inthe Spring Valley draft board was to raise the
issue of love to the clerks and the draft board members, to you
and to anyone else who will listen- - if we truly believe that
love is the most powerful human instrument, and not bombs,
then why aren’t we “loving our enemies” instead of fighting
them. '

Most certainly the desire to love all people doesn’t compell
someone to enter a draft board. My previous experiences with
the poor people of our country and with the government in-
stitutions that were designed to save them from poverty were
important first steps in the path to direct confrontation with
the government institutions designed to “defend our national
interests all over the world.”

The experiences of trying to teach migrant children who,
in fact, were teenagers from ages fourteen to eighteen, how

* to read:- - it shakes you, it transports you from America to

some other world until you realize you are still in America,
and that Dwight, who is 18, will never drive a car because he
couldn’t fill out the form, He is a black American who has
been ignored and mistreated by white racist schools that
shoved him from one special education class to another just
to get rid of him rather than help him. 1 saw it going on to
30 or more black children in one small school district. Some-
thing was wrong and if | was to continue to call myself
Christians would have to do something.

I tried again. I became a VISTA Associate and went to
work for three summer months with the rural poor of ‘the
Hudson Valley. Tloved the work. I loved the people. They
even loved me in return. I worked long hours hut had won-
derful times. We organized Medicaid, Food Surplus programs,
theatre workshops, summer recreation, a teenage service club,
etc, etc. But today those people are still poor and they are
going to stay poor. Going in and spending $10 or 520,000 of
government funds in no way solved the serious problems of
these people. I had to begin to ask some very hard questions
about the entire structure of American society. And again
the answers that I began to discover were rooted in the New
Testament. What does the Gospel say about the state, about
government?Or, more fittingly, why docs the Gospel say so
little? In reading this book, The Power and the Wisdom, by
John L. McKenzic. S.J.. a book on the interpretation of the
New Testament.I found some fundamental ideas that are the
roots of my actions towards the Selective Service System
Without this concept of the state, which I will get to in a min-
ute, [ could not have been willing to enter the draft board as
I did. '

This concept of the state can be summed up inthis simple
statement: “The ethics of the state are the ethics of survival” -

~(p.-247).- The ethics of-the-Christian-are obviously not one of

survival for Christ was willing to die for the redemption of man.
As a Christian, I must act on a level that is entirely different

than the level at which the United States Government functions. -

When the United States Government makes policy decisions

~ concerning its national security, I cannot simply judge govern-

ment in its own terms of survival but in the terms of the
Christian ethic of love, . ) .
" My experience with the poor in America thoroughly dis-

illusioned me about the.efforts of the government. It dawned
on me that the survival of the United States as the single

- greatest world power demanded that it exploit the poor both

of America and the world, It became increasingly obvious
that the ethics of survival were taking precedence over the
ethics of love and more and more money was poured into

the military and into the war in Vietnam and less and less {low
flowed into the hands of the poor. There could be no doubt
in my mind that the actions of the U.S. Government directly
contradicted my personal Christian morality. The militarism
of America, the weapon of survival, creates victims both in
Vietnam and our own black ghettoes. As is said in the Pas-
toral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, a

document written by the Second:Vatican Council. “Therefore

it must be said again: thé arms race is an utterly treacherous

- trap for humanity, and one which injures the poor to an in-

tolerable degree.” :

There is no doubt in my mind that there would have never
been a single one of the defendants in the draft board office
on February 17th if the United States had not.blindly and
cruelly been waging war and destruction on the small Asian
country of Vietnam. The horrors of this long and useless war
have sickened the hearts of so many Americans that it became
increasingly hard to believe 1t could continue much longer. But

it did."In fact, it spread - - to Cambodia, to Laos. More bomhgs
‘ o : {continued on page 9)
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the catholic peace fellowship

Peace Education Supplement

no. 1

The primary purpose of the Catholic Peace Fellowship is to initiate educational and action programs in the context of
Christian nonviolence. We had hoped to have a peace education packet ready by this time, but found that it was a much
larger undertaking than we had envisioned. We are continuing our work on the packet and hope that it will be ready by
January. In the meantime we wish to share with you some of the materials we have collected.

To begin with, peace education is a term which should be explained. This is the first in a series devoted to peace edu-
cation, with the understanding that education involves the totality of one’s life, and that therefore efforts of peace-bring-
ing and nonviolence should apply to as many facets of one’s life as possible. But in its usual, limited sense, education also
connotes schools and specific kinds of learning taking place in them. It is this area of education to which the following
article is devoted. A list of suggested readings for discussion is included. This supplement also contains an article on
High School ROTC, a growing effort to bring militarism into the educational system. We welcome comnients regarding
this supplement and suggestions on what you would like to see in upcoming issues.

PEACE EDUCATION IN THE SCHOOL.:
WHERE IT MUST BEGIN
by Ed Ciaccio

For the past few years, peace education in the schools has
assumed the form of peace courses of one kind or another. A
typical example of one such course is one in which war and
peace are studied in history and literature. The complex causes
and effects of specific wars are studied, along with possible al-
ternatives which might have been taken. Literature, art and mu-
sic associated with these wars, either in praise ar condemnation
of them, are also studied; usually to achieve a more personal,
emotional understanding of the wars. Other peace courses
might treat war in general throughout human experience, while
others would also consider nonviolent movements and commu-
nities, and the examples of men like Tolstoy, Gandhi and King. -

Such courses are useful in that they can provoke discussion
and questioning of usually unchallenged assumptions on the part
of many students and teachers regarding war, violence, justice,
and the settling of differences. They can give specific informa
tion which can allow students to understand not only the past,
but current problems. They can.lead to realizations, on the part
of teachers and students alike, about the ways in which countries
like our own conduct wars and their accompanying propaganda.
and can even lead to decisions on the part of teachers and
students to take actions in opposition to current wars.

But, by their usual structure and the relative sophistication
and maturity involved in the skills of discussing and abstracting
problems,. peace courses would redlistically seem to be limited
to the upper levels of schooling, and to few of the subjects
taught at these levels.

For this reason, it is important that peace education be un-
derstood as meaning much more than peace courses, Just as
peace means much more than the opposite o1 war, peace educa-
tion must go beyond a study of war to the prevention of war
and violence, the peaceful resolution of differences, and a soci-
ety in which nonviolence and justice are realitics. In other
words, what is needed is not the mere study of a plan for "
world peace, but rather an exploration of the life-style of non-
violence. Especially for students, unless they are of draft age,
war is something ““out there” or in history books. But person-
al hostility and violence are everyday occurrences. Peace Edu-
cation needs to begin with the area of experience common to
teachers and students - - schools themselves.

At this point it is necessary to put the following remarks
in perspective. [t is convenient but inaccurate to speak of the
American Educational System as if such a monolithic system

did exist. The many school systems, public and private, urban
and rural, with their religious differences, dissuade one from
making easy generalizations. There are schools which are not
all easy 'targets for criticism, schools which are actually living
up to their ideals and still able to function. But if this last
sentence arouses any degree of cynicism, it is because many
more schools are having serious problems. These problems cut
across the differences mentioned above in such a way that one
can speak of the “problems in our schools” without being
guilty of too broad a generalization.

It is unecessary and inconvenient here to go into these
problems in depth. Excellent critiques by those with more
expertise can be found in the works of Paul Goodman, Nat

Hentoff, James Herndon. John Holt. Tvan Ilich. Herbert Kohl.
Jonathan Kozol, and Charles Silberman, to name a few.

(See resource list following this article.) What is important to
the concerns of peacc is an awareness of the results of these
problems, The pressures of success-orientation, grades and
peers; the mistaking ol grades lor learning; the attempts at”
standardizing growth and learning through grades; the fragmen-
tation of people in roles called “teacher, “student” and “ad-
ministrator”; the fear of real personal involvement disguised

as objectivity and professionalism: the coercion and the bore-
dom; the injustice evident'in the struggle by students for

rights which adults assume for themselves; all of these and
more lead to an atmosphere of tension and frustration in too
many schools, an atmosphere which frequently finds its ex-
pression in violence on the part of teachers and students alike.
Because this violence may take verbal and psychological form
does not mean that it is less harmful or less significant than
physical violence. Learning takes place most of the time in
schools, but unfortunately much of it is not consciously
written into lesson plans. Attitudes on the part of teachers and
students toward one another and each other register much more
deeply than the skills involved in writing a paragraph. Winning
at the expense of others, competition rather than cooperation,
the image of oneself as a failure, the oppression of authority,
subtle racial, sexual and intellectual bigotry; too many students
come away from their education with lasting impressions made
upon them by values such as these, values which come across no
matter what the lesson plan is.

If peace education means a concern for a more humane so-
ciety, then this concern must obviously include more humane
schools. Programs dealing with student attitudes toward and
response to conflict and violence are one step. An example of
such a program is the Childhood Education Program, under

-




Student Forum, a three year experiment in educating children -
in nonviolent conflict resolution which has-already concluded
its first year in three schools in New York City:. The response

to this prograni so far has been ‘enthusiastic on the part of the
students and the teachers invalved. But it should be stated that
it is only in its first year and that there has been no evaluation of

the effects of it on the after-school life of the students, cither in ‘

terms of carry-over or the'risk of increased vulnerablity.
Such’a program, however. is important because it recognizes
 the need to consider the lifc-style of students and teachers in
 dealing with the violence in schools. The lmpllcmons of this
go beyond the limits of such a program to all teachers. Peace .
education begins with the life-style of the teacher. - Innovations.
_.especially 'such important ones as the Open Classroom; can'be a”

way of facilitating the bringing of this life-style into the school. -

But innovations such as these should not be forced onto: or even

recommended tor every teacher who realizes the need to make

“schools more humane because these innovations may not be -

-suited to every teacher or school. What can be applicable 1o -

* every teacher iy .n awareness of the need for a change in one’s
life-style, and the begummg,s of tlus change ina. mdu,al conc r‘rn

~ for justice. -

This concern leads Io constant (_rmcal analyals ol 0ne>ult
and institutions, the asking of “tough but basic questions su\.h
as the following: How am I violent? How is the school where
I teach violent? How can | begm to change this, starting with
myself? Do I-liké-children? :-What do I consider to be the most -
1mp0rldnt things I can’teachthem? What arc the real effects of
grades, tests, (.ompetmon ‘teacher, student and adminstrator
roles on myself and the students” Why is.mandatory educanon
necessary and/or desirable any longer? How do schools con-*
tribute to people’s development as better consumers, bc,lu.r, .

* - What then, can schools do? - Ihis is a question which needs

to be answered by everyone concerned with education and the
broader need for a peaceful society. Perhaps a start would be

“to say that schools can give students basic skills to get along in

society, and to effect changes in themselves: to develop a
sense. of personal worth and self-determniation: coupled with

" a vision of a better world and knowledge of some real ways of
“getting on the road to it. As George Dennison has'said, “The.

business of a school is not, or should not be, mere instruction.

- but the life of the child in the world. as it is now, .md in the.
- “world as‘it can be.”

For those educators who believe that the school system as

~we know them can be changed from within. or who cannot
" leave those:systenis and yet who wish to worliin a mors humane
situation, a tough burden is on them as well as a need and op-

pormmty forextraordinary LTCdllVlIy on their part to transform
themselves and what they can -of their social environment. The
beginnings need not be earth-shattering to be significant: more

- honest and caring relations with others in school: granting stu--

dents more rights, responsibilities and opportunities for self-
dlsuplme and decision making: beginning to see students as

"more than students. as people who need care and who are strug:
. gling against the same difficulties and absurdities of modern life

as we all.are: While the changes may be moderate, the inner
vision needs to be radical, to t.ontmuallv question and yet bc
lieve that it is worth it bCLBUSC of the future:
Perhaps it is worth the effort and anguish - as long as one
“always remembers that.one’s primary obligation is not to
- the system,.not the state, but to the young - and notas -
a teacher but as an equal and ally. That obligation - -
like a doctor s.or lawyer’s - - is absolute; more mzpnﬂan{
_than our own comfort or job, and it can be sarzsﬂed only -
. when one is willing o refuse, point- blank todo anythmg

_bureaucrats, better technocrats, better soldiers? If this is the: .

actual-role of school in our society, to in effect continue it on -
its violence- bcgc[llng, way, shouldn’t this role be.challenged?
What should be the goals of education today? s the unstated
goal of schools as we know them learning, or socialization by -
conformlly’7 What means are- employed to auomphsh these -
~goals? Are these means consistent with-the goals? With non- S
violence? How can'l changc myself as a teaching person so tlmt

‘the goals and the nieans I use to attain them are truly peaceful? . o

Is the school where I teach more Ihan a gcoordphu. (.ommumtv"
- How can ‘it begin to be one? .

s obvious. that in questlons of tlns sort; as in nonvwlcnu,

in general, tremendous honesty is demanded, both with.one-
*self and with others (students, other teachers adm]mslra(ors
parents) This is no naive honesty, though, but one born’ of
wisdom which comes not from “dealing” with peoplc but
rather from really- lxstenmg and talkmg tothem. =" ° .

- But, while schools do'play an. unfortunate part in conmb
“uting to many of the problems of souety (is it posslble to. cal
culate how the sterility and frustration of so many- suhools S
" help to drive young people further along the way to’ drug Use’ ’) :
it is absurd to say they are completely at fault. Christopher .
Jencks’ Inequality: A Reassessment of the Effect of Family -
and Schooling in-America (New York Basic Books, 1972,
-$12.50), however controversial its findings, can be llbemtmg
if part of its message is ‘understood as telling educators some- .
thing whxch should be obvious, but, in light of the rhetoric. -
of and pressures put on schools in the last 20 years, seems to L
“have been obscured: schools cannot solve society’s problems
of injustice, racism, inequality and war. just as laws: can’t. .
Schools are only a part of society. reflecting it in many- ways.ﬁ '

- This means that change must begin both within and outside -
of schools, that wholellife-styles need to evolve, some with -
- s<.hools as thelr focal point. some w1thout them ’

" that really damages t the young - - no matier who programs
“or asks for it. One’ mustvbe wgllmg to suspend the rules,
“refuse one’s role, reject the system - - and live instead with.

* the young - - wherever you find then - --as the persons we

" really-are. If that is impossible in the school\ then one -

‘must be. willing to leave tlzc schools and take the young, o
oo - -un‘o the street, into one’s own hoine - - W/IEI(.’I’(’I
- we can live sensibly together. (froni Children of the
~ Apocalypse by Peter Marin, Sdturdav Review, S‘ept 19,
1970, p. 89.) -
“These last words-are qune stron;, But these are .1I1eddy
many who, convinced lhat systems cannot really change, can-

“-not ever become just and nonviolent, are trying to work. out

rcal alternatlves both in educ.anon and in their whole lives, to
to the: systems. Free schools 3= urhan. suburban. rural. cnm-

fmuter live-in, - - have pxollferated in the lust five years o the

. point where thue are several dm.uones ot. them availuble. ‘But
~ there-are not nearly enough of them to present real and acces-

- sible alternatives to the way most children are educated in this
~-country. ‘And, like all new efforts, they are subject to many ol -

~their own problems: Some; particularly suburban and rural -

" free schools, ironically enough. are caught up in the same I\md
.of problems as the schools they have’disassociated themselves

from: prejudices (in reverse). pressure of conformity to coun-

- ter-culture norms. ‘mistaking chaos and inertia for spontaneitv
“and trecdom neglectmg reading and wrmng skills necessary to

.earn d hvmg, being economically restricted to certain racial and
class groups and therefore presenting a restricted, artificial

o “view of the world where there are no mmormes and no. slums
" Butin spite of these serious deficiencies, free schools represent
- the begmnmgs of a significant change in American culture.
: ,M'my begin simply as schools and discover they must become o

hfe sty‘!es i they dl’C to avond extinction and hypocnsy For




those in education who have reached the end of the line“as-far -

"as institutionalized education goes, and who have a lot of

courage and maybe even a slight amount of creative craziness.
free schools offer hope for a new beginning, and for commit-
ment ot simply to a job, but to a way of life.

ED CIACCIO is a member of CPF and a'teacher at a Long Island

s lsland high school.

: Iz'a'ilor’s note:. ,
pamphlets and organizations pertaining to peace education and the

Ed, Cz'ac"cio has put togéther a resource list of books,

schools. Thic can be obtined threugh the Catholic Peace Fellowshiy. -
Further m/()rnwnon on the (lu[a'lmud Education Hus{wm can also be

-obtained through CPF.

Several of the books and pamplzlets on lhe C PF Ittelurwe list are -
good materidls for discussion. Most .of the titles on the list are rec-'
commended for.reading by teachers and -students alike who desire to

-broaden their understanding of nonwnlence and Christian pacifism.

For classroom use we suggest:-

*THE CATHOLIC WORKER "new spaper, pdl’llLll]dl") the anniversary
[issues which list the Catholic Worker positions. .

~~'FOR THOSE WHO SIT IN THE WARM SUNLIGHT

- JUSTICE:
PACEM IN TERRIS

- IAITH AND_.VIOLENCE:

< THLE ROOTS OF \V/\R

+is. 1200,
" ing t0.1800. Certain members of Congrcss and the Department -

L 1hmg has caused tlus turn around in t‘lelr attitude. -
. popularity of the draft necessitating a volunteer army is a like-

‘GOD'S VISION OUR DlS(.lPL[ SHIP

PEACE - GIFT AND TASK

PEACE. AND NONVIOLENCE (see review in tIu\ \upplcmml)

BLI SSED ARE THE MEL K: THE RO()T§ oF (IlRIS’Ill\N NO\I—-
“VIOLENCE )
( HRISTIAN Fl A(‘HNG AND C IlRlSTlAN
PRACTICE
RED OR DEAD? ‘
All of these books and pmnphlols can be obtained rllrougll ‘the .
Catholic Peace Fellowship, 339 Lafayette St.,'New Yark N.Y..10012.

“See our Ilterature list for Surther lnjormanon

-~ THE GROWTH OF JUNIOR ROTC -
MlLlTARISM IN THE HIGH SCHOOL - °
: 7 by Bill Ofenloch
ln the Umtcd Stales loday thcrc is a growing effort to

: 'b‘rmg the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC)

into the lugh schools and even into some junior high schools,

* . We feel that there are some real contradictions between any

ideal of the schools as an educational experience and their use

- for military training. This article is devoted to exploring some
“of those conflicts and to-outlining ‘the JROTC program.

The push for ROTC-at the high school level illustrates the

. way in-which' many peoplec view the school system in this.

country, namely, that the schools are the major devices to pre-

~ pare young people to undertake a career in the ruthlessly .com-
- petitive business world or.in any equally dehumanizing occupa-

tion. Now.it appears that they arc to be used to prepare high-

. S(.hO()l age youth to accept and even look forward to a career .
j.m the blatently repressive military. Of course none of these
reasons are admltled but some fduual b'mkground ml"ht bc o

enllg,lltemng
Currently the maximum’ number of umts set by Congress
However, there is a push underway. to raise this ceil-

of Defense (DoD) apparently feel that high school ROTC,
would salvage the military’s declining image and so boost

- enlistments which are lagging behind predictions. Although -
- they “insist that this isn’t .the reason fo: JROTC. their- renewe;d

enthusiasm for it must make. one wonder. In 1964 when.

- Congress last considered JROTC legislation the ‘DoD was op-

posed to raising-the. number of units beyond- the then existing -

254 Despite this (‘ongress went-ahead ‘and mcreased the lim- -

-Some-
The un--.

it to 1200, Now .the DoD is.pushing for even more.

ly underlying reason behind the mlhtdl‘y s en(.road\ment on

. hlgh schools ‘ S s : s

_fighting for their own lives in Vietnam.
“men and-women are. Laught early enough with sophisticatesi
“indoctrination they won’t even be asking these questions in o

- to authority -
" tude.
‘cated in young men and women by such militarisii tiaining
‘such an lmplcssmnahlc e,

-~ attitude of,
©do'it, so 1 didn’t qucstion it any further.”

Nevertheless, undﬂr the tuble recruitment shouldn’t be seen

~as the only objection to JRCIC; although it is a serious dangcr :
"What 1s far deéper reaching and destructive -to the cause of

peace and nonviolence is the militarism that will be taught tc
young people and the attitudes they will form at this vital age
for-value and opinion formation.  The argument advanced by
the military ‘and Congressional advocates of JROTC is that is
will encourage the development of character and responsibiliiy .

‘in the students. Senator Richard Russell of Georgia has stated - |

rcoardmg lcglslauon to increase high school ROTC:
“If we need anything in this countrv today, we néed‘
something that would instill some semblence of dis-
_cipline. some respect for order, and some respect, for
authority-in the young manhood of America. I can
- conceive of 1o more benejzczal p:e('e of legislation than
‘this measure..” . .
A military training, it is hoped will foster the patrioti' vir-

- tues such as a respect for authority and devotion to one’s

‘country. with a resulting wﬂlmgncss ‘even an eagerness, to-
fight fur that nation: But.often the cnemy that one is taugi!
to hate so and be prepared -to die to defeat is more imaginary
than réal; more myth than honest fact. Unfortunately many -
young soldlvers learned this too late after they were .ﬂrt,ady
However, if young

few years and the country will settle down once more. Then
the military can go about its business undisturbed... Such
logic is perhaps the unvoiced reasoning that Ixcs behmd the-
pro. JROTC view.

More to the’ real pomt ol tlus issuc - is mlhtansm a value
that we want young people to learn? Though some people
nnght feel-that a military cdu;auun is the epitome of what
education should be - the learning of discipline-and submission
many others fortunately question such an .-
They™ would ask whal ‘kind of character is to be iucui-

‘Do we want high school smdcmk :
to learn patriotism in a way dangerously reminiscent oft Noj
fanaticism and propa;,anda to learn’ obedience as the unthink.
ing adherence -to orders vl a superior, or to learn leadership ax
the demand:for absoluic compliance from an mfermr" Are
these values to be sought? , '

" s there not the need to have: the individual yuestion the
rightness or wrongaess ol acts and to realize a responsibility

“to act according to conscience? This principle, so basic and

vital to the Christian tradition, seens to have been lost sight
ol hy many in: today’s society. What has replaced it is an -
**1 didn't think it was right but my boss said tu

~ “This was illustrated almost perfectly at the recent Waler-
gate hearings in revelations of the extent to which people in
power can corrupt their role to serve the people. Mllﬂdl’V '
training at thc high school level, we feel, would only encour-
age-this sort of motivation and value system.. Moreover, such
training hardly allows young people to develop the i‘deals of
equality “and cooperation in work or relationships. If peace
is to becomc a lived reality such basic libcrating values must

be inculcated in young people rather than the authoritarianisi .

consequent to military thinking.. For are not these uncontrol-
led militaristic urgings destined to doom the fu(ure of the

‘world in an age such as this?

The necessity of the vibrant a]ternatxvc of nonvxo]en(,e to
this maduess should be especially felt by the Catholic today

who s trying to sprcdd the Gospel message of ‘love and har-

mony betwecn men and women as brothers and slsters it is




‘dltlonal course at a salary below that of a regular teacher. - »
" But the mrhtary mstructors wear uniforms and can not be- :

- -pay.scale. The cost to the school district is still substancial -
- just for salarjes not even including the other costs of space _
- - and mamtenance of facrlmes As an example of’ what JROTC reall
- really costs the situation'in San Francisco is. illustrative. The - ~
-+ Department of the Army estimates that a course would cost -
- the school $10,000 plus “office space ‘stationery. telcphone
© . and similar administrative activities.”
" the budget. allots $250,000 for nine courses not mcludmg
- these other expenses. Therefore high school ROTC can be -
'-an expensive proposition: for z a school district-and so in turn .
.for each taxpayer. How wise an. expendrture though, must -
be left to each school district to decide at a time of. tight
.- budgets and limited funds. The ¢ expense-to the school and -
N community might also be seen as far more than monetary rf
-~ one takes into account the changes these military. programs
: seek to make in young men and women. i

~particularly urgent in the face of a society that stifles these

Christ-like virtues in the false name of survival and success.
“In the aftermath of this devastatmg war the opportunity
to work against the ingraining of militarism into the fabric of

" our society should -be taken up by those who would seek to-
- prevent future wars.. Preventing the spread of such programs

of low profile recruitment and military propaganda ought.to -
be one of the real goals of the Christian peacemaker. For .
surely the need is great and the only other possxbrlrty is

.o fearful.

Already the srtuatlon is threatemng ‘As’ of February 28,

1973 there were JROTC units in 1097 high schools with-a to- -~~~
- - _tal enrollment of 139,323 male cadets and 12,413 female ca-* - . -
S dct_s according to the_DoD This breaks down to 645 for the
~ Army, 175 for the Navy. 42 for the Marines, and 235 for the
- - Air Force." (It is revealing to note that there were only 75,029
“enrolled in college ROTC at the same tlme fewer than half the
~‘number in high-school.) )

~The 645 Army units include Natlonal Defense Cadet Corps

units. These are the same as JROTC except that thé school

pays the entire cost, "For the regular units the cost is drvrded' i

~ between the school and the Government The DoD pays for - ‘. :
- the uniforms, books, and ‘weapons while the school provrdes._: ‘
.. classroom facilities, gymnasium or athletic field, administra- .

tive needs, etc. There are two mstructors usually a retrred :
ofﬁcer as chief instructor and an officer or enlisted person as -_-

. assistant, The school board can choose the instructors, but *
' they. take recommendatlons from the respective mllltary S
" “branch. The instructors receive salaries equivalent to what -
" their duty pay and allowances would be. (The allowances’

sometimes include housing and food.) : The dlfference be-" "
tween this new salary and the retirement pay 1s spllt between )
the school and the Government. .

- Thus-the:school:can get-an- addmonal teacher for-an: ad-w A

long to the teachers’ union because they work on a different -

But in San Franclsco

- The usual high school ROTC course corers three years Iti m .

SR mcludcs general information on the nature of the mrlrtary

organization, tactics, and. dlscrplme 'But the major amount:

7" of time is spent in drill ' marching in formation. learning to -
- give and take orders; etc “This seems to be what- the mrlltary

views as leadership’ ‘training, whatever its actual result. =
The academic portion of the- JROTC programs lncludes .
lectures on such topics as.the Communist threat, ‘the need for L

“vigilance and the reasons for countcrmsurgency mllltary ac--.

tivity. Are these thmgs the impressionable young man or

| “woman looking for truth should be mdoctnnated w1th‘7

I you are mterested in organizing to stop ROTC from

* enlering your local high school there is much helpful material
" which you can obtain from the groups listed at the end of

this section.- But the most important thing is to find out "

_ whether ROTC is being considered for your schools in time

~ to educate the community and mobilize a strong opposition.

- The possibilities of defeating it can be rather good, in fact.
The military only wants to expand its efforts where they will

have the best effect - i.e. they want a school with a favorable
attitude and philosophy of education.-They are looking for .

. places where there will be warm support for military pro-
grams. Thus it might be-quite.possible to make a particular . -
‘'school just too hot to handle, too outspoken to be inviting.

If this should prove 1mpossrble another course of action

" might be to institute peace courses in ‘the schools. Asan

alternative to the learning of violence, nonviolence might
be taught. It is only fair to represent bolh sides ol an issue

~- 'such as this.” Of course it would be better to discuss and
- learn the Teasons for nonviolence and the challenge of living

it in a more favorable setting. Such mrght be a small inform-

~ al group out of the classroom format of teacher - student, .
lecturer - learner; etc. But as an immediate response to mili-
* tary training in the high schools a formal -program of pcace
- education in the classroom mlght be:necessary.

We will explore in more detail the setting up of such pro-

~.grams or groups in the future. -But. regardmg JROTC there
- are useful resources avarlable from: -

* Jack Travers-~ DRRNEIE

~ Fellowship of Reconcﬂlatlon S

Box 271

© Nyack,N.Y.10960 - .
A packet on Junior ROTC includes mformatlon on N.Y.

State situation where a law permitting ROTC in the state’ s

o :.lugh schools recently.- passed, -as.well as. accounts of success-
. ful campalgns to. stop JROTC ' : 4

S Natronal Interrelrgrous Servrce Board for Conscrentlous Ob
. .. jectors (NISBCO) : L

550 Washington Blgd

" I5thand New York Ave"N W:
- "Washington, D.C. 20005
o Lrterature on the background of ROTC

e Central Commrttee for Consc1ent10us Objectors (CC(‘”)
s 2016 Wainut Street s . } o
T Pluladelphra Pa. 19103 ’ g
B lnformatlon and orgamzmg suggcstrons

Add l’uonal copms of 'Hle. )
Peace. Eduoa'i‘.on Su/a,o/emen‘l"
MG.Y be Obl'omecl 'Pm\m. /\
'H\Q Ca‘Hlol.c. peqce Fellowsl; P
339 La'FaYcﬂ‘e S‘l’ree'l'
/er'Yorld . Y. lOOl,‘L_

pl«one’ (;ua) é73 8990




: i'."(contmued from .page 4
were dropped - - and at a fiercer and heavier rate The ethrc of

.. survival so infected the' American government that it ceased
- tosee its atrocities, it ceased ever to respond to the cries of
*-its own citizens who kept saying “enough.” As the alterna- .
tives to change decreased, and the war crimes (or at least our
, personal awareness of them) increased , the need to make a -
-+~ final and definative act of separation from the institutions of
- war became imperative. As the Pastoral Constitution says,
““Contemplating this melancholy state of humanity, the Council
wishes to recall first of all the permanent binding force of
. universal natural law and its all-embracing principles.
<= Therefore, actions which deliberately conflict with these -
" same principles, as well as orders commanding such’ actlons
“-are criminal. Blind obedience cannot excuse those who
.+ - yield to them. Among such must first be counted those ac- .
"“tions designed for tlie methodical extermination of an entire -
. _people, nation or ethnic minority. These actions must be
- -vehemently condemned as horrendaus crimes. The courage of
.- those who openly and fearlessly resist men who issue such
- commands merit supreme commendation.’
- There is no doubt in my mind and in my heart that what
'“'1s going on in. Vietnam i is criminal and, considering the amount
. -of bombs dropped, the types.of bombs - - napalm, anti- -person-
- .nel - the indiscriminate use of chemical defoliants, that the

- _Umted States is involved in a methodical extermination of an
entire nauon, even though to the arimy and government per-

sonnel it somehow appears as Vietnam’s salvation. With this

- :thée men who issue such commands.” The Selective:Service -
e System.and the men who serve in it are an- integral part of “the
chain of command that leads to the destruction ol Victnam
#+7 - and'the Vietnamese. T had to répent of the war crimes.of my
- country, I had to-put my body, my spirit in direct opposition
ERST ¥ a machme that provides-men to be turned. 1nto killers. hall-

- -ure to do so would have violated my personal conscience.

- “command to “love one another as he loved us.”: If I'am to love
my-brothers in Vretnam I can't let my brothers of Amerlca -

i homb them.”
T My purpose in. bemg in the Sprmg Valley draft board was

" to raise.a question ....to raise a cry... we must stop the killing ...
“- " we must stop the hatmg . put down your weapons ... please, .
e “for Christ’s sake, for-our own sake, stop drafting our young
- men‘and stop. sendmg them to Vietnam. I'had to Taise-that -
©" - cry inthe most open, most dramatic and most fearless:y way

- possible, - I'raise this cry still .. . help me ... help us all
- whatever you do, stop the klllmg
-~ "And you may ask. “Why raise your cry’ msrde the draft .
-~ "board ofﬁces"” The answer is “why not?”>and it is not meant .
-~ “facetiously. The cry should be heard everywhere - - - in the "

- streets, in the Congress, at the White House, in the courts and -
““in the draft boards. -Motivated by a love for the suffermg ’

j”:'k_..;_‘people of Vietnam and sickened by the:thought that it is my.
= country that is causing this suffering, I.chose to go to the

-, -Spring Valley Draft Board‘and ask the people there to help -
: *'Astop the killing.~ [ asked Mr. Gary Onderdonk, the Chairman™
- of the draft board, please don t serve-on this’ board don’t be
*. involved in provrdmg young men_to continue the ‘war crimes

' - of Vietnam, He asked me to leave the draft board -<but how

» tcould 17Could I.walk away and think I had done enough? That -
* I'need no longer.care about the dead and dying of Vietnam.
~+Could I actually think a few words to a draft board member
- absolved me of the guilt that rests on all Americans?No I
~ - couldn’t, The choice was obvious. ‘The time had.come when
~ " TI'must say-“No to the war” with my body as ‘well as my words.
‘.‘j;‘when nothmg, not the police or the courts.or the jails-could .

‘conviction, I must-“condemn these crimes” and I must “resist -

- Such failufe could only be'seen as a contradiction of Chrrst s

our brothers and sisters in Vietnam.

‘As a Christian, the question of acts being legal or ﬂlegal is
‘unimportant, It is the questjon of love. The laws of the state = -
<an in no way serve as a moral guide. Its morality is minimal
and negative. Itis self-centered and abdicates personal respon-
sibility. The gospel of Jesus Christ rejects any such system.

In Paul’s epistles the idea is repeated over and over. In Gala-
tions. “But if you look to the Law to make you justified. then
you have separated yourselves from Christ, and have fallen”
from graee * In Romans, “The reason, therefore. why those

. who are in.Christ Jesus are-not condemned, is that the law of
“the spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law
- of sinand death.” And again in Romans, “Brothers, those of

you who have studied law will know that laws affect a person
only during his lifetime. A married woman, for instance, has
legal obligations to hér husband while he is alive. but all these

" obligations come to an end if her hushand dies. So if she gives
~ herself to another man while her husband is still alive, she is -
" legally an adulteress; but after her husband is dead her legal

- obligations come to an end, and she can marry someone else
without becoming an adultress, -That is why you, my brothers,

~ who through the body of Christ are now dead to the Law. can

give yourselves to another husband, to him who rose from the -

- dead to make us productive for God. Before our conversion

our sinful passions; quite unsubdued by the law; fertilized

our bodies to make them give birth to death. But.now we are
rid of the law, freed by death from our imprisonment, free to
-serve in the new spmtual way and not the old way of a written
Law.” That way is the commandment 1 mentioned in the be-

- ginning - - to love one another as Christ has loved us. T would
- have broken that commandment if I had not been inthat draft -

“board T'had to follow my: heliefs - - no other law. could stop e,
Now this court will not decrde whether L'have fulfilled the : - .-

' Law of Christ- - and for good reasons, because it is incapable of

such a decision. . But since [ did not-act for legal reasons, I can-

‘make no legal defense.: 1 can only recall the scene of Christ hefnre % R
“Pilate: “Pilate-questioned him, ‘Are you the king of the :

Jews?’ ‘It is you 'who say it” he answered. ‘And the chief -
‘priests ‘brought many accusations against him. Pilate ques-
‘tioned him again, ‘Have you reply at all? See how many ac-

fcusatrons they are bringing against ‘you! ” ‘But, to Pilate’s - o
“amazement. Jesus made no further reply.” (Mark 15:2- 5).

I follow Christ’s example. I ‘makeé no reply to the accu---

~_sations of the. prosecution. I make no defense of my actlons
* I'stand. mute for the remainder of tlus trral ' S

MY FIRST PRAYER s Pleare 'ltelp nre ﬂloo”d"this

-~ Room left =
" Embrace all the little
. Children of the ghettoex

stop me from askmg the peoplc of Amertca to make pe&e wrth 9

: by Laurre Torgan

PIease oh dear Iovely beautzju‘
God - tfeveryou can forgive
Us our trespasses and ¢an touch

- ‘The wounded ‘and heal them

"Oh, pleaselet- the

. Children of Vietnam be the -
 First to receive your power T
- And strength o

- And. zfyour love runs out

For us, let.it run through

- -And for Cambodia and Laos 'b

And, if your arms embrace.
But have only so little .~ ~
let them

We have:created, we white
Men and Women:

- Earth with love and kindness

And make it easier for usto
Deal with umﬂur ’

~We dare not venture out anne —f
) ’7\'4m are In my b’rmht’r\ tmd ’
- Sisters and that is why =

1 belreve inyou.

~lam not asking for: you to do
At alI you 'will not, for our

" Sins — but oh please help me, o
My frzends my- Workers

To do it “all.

"I am seeing shining eyes.

They shine -through the ram tlze :
Mud, the bomb- leled air, and the
Bullets - they do this s0 R

) Bravely and Lovingly — they

Are where, zf I get my strength

I erI get zt




“MIKE MURPHY helps out at CPF and isa counselor at

Geor" is bemg camcd away J oanne is bemg told it’s not “ladyhke” to
be camed with a dress on. Mary was dropped as they camed her away.
{continued from page 3)

released to “return to normalcy” until our trial date ‘
September 27th, as one more young man lies dead.

The 27th of September found us rejoined for a day of

court ritual. Phl]lp Hirshcoff from the ACLU was the mediator. -
Who goes “pro s¢””, who “nolo”, who wants to be defended, *
trial by jury, trial by judge, ¢ "uxlty” “not guilty”? The litany

- of insanity. Six persons decided for a trial by jury, the rest -

e AMNESTY

The war in Vietnam can’t be swept out of sight and out of

- mind by many people in this country, let alone in Vietnam.

There are half million Americans who would directly benefit’
from Amnesty.

It is estimated that there are more than 500 war resisters in
military stockades mostly awaiting court martial, more than
100,000 underground in the U.S., approximately 70,000 living
in exile and at least 350,000 veterans with less than honorable
discharges incurred during the last 10 years. But in some sense
these are the lucky people. They are still alive and with amnesty
they could rebuild their lives.

Those in prison or in exile lead especially shattered lives. But
even more lives are affected because someone can’t get a satisfying
job or in some cases any job due to a criminal record or a bad
discharge. These people would have the opportunity to lead a
more free, fuller life if amnesty. was granted.

Mllllons of others would benefit. The lives of the family and -
friends of war resisters could become more whole again. The
bitterness and hate that has been engendered in people of all
persuasions could be transformed into an effort to create a world
where war and oppression necd not be the major forces.

A majority of people sampled according to recent surveys fa-
vor some form of amnesty. But most desire a limited, conditional
one with alternative service. This would imply some wrong doing
on the resister’s part. We do not support such a view. Besides,
most of those who have resisted this far would not accept such an

. interpretation.

Amnesty for those who have spoken out in favor of life
“and against slaughter and destruction in Southeast Asia should

.not be considered a pardon or forgiveness. What have these

people done that is wrong and needful of forgiveness?1s it wrong -
_tofollow: the Biblical commandment and refuse to kill?

““pleaded “nolo contendere”, a: a ‘moralistic guilty,- a_nd recelved a >_ '

$50 fine - suspended. .

On August 15th the bombmg apparently ended. Many
of the Secret Service police deve]oped a casual relatlonshlp
with many of the “prisoners.” Constantly the question of
“why?” was raised between us. Having experienced two ar-
rests myself and seeing so many others do the same, I can only
feel that many people placed themselves in an acnve “actof
faith.”

In the Old Testament prophets such as Jeremiah buckled

against proclaiming the work of God. He was a simple man yet ...
. he stood before the people and called for social justice and a*
return to God. Not that the people of the White House Prayer

Group are modern day Jeremiahs, but they brought themselves
before God and their sisters and brothers and: proclaimed in

prayer a need to speak to an evil in our society,: the bombmg
and death of a people.
-~ A feeling of incompleteness and emptmess fills most -

) of those who had gone to Washmgton to pray. Yet in'one.

sensé that is good. Prayer is no more than the communi- .

'~ cation of our emptiness and helplessness before God. There

was no naive sense that the action of theé White House
Prayer Groups would stop the bombing on August 2 rather
than -August 15, yet there was a hope that maybe one more
‘life may be saved one less prisoner on Con Son Island, one
less bomb " dropped ,

The prayers continue, for those in Chile, for those in -
our cities, staggering and homelessness and hunger for the
prisoners in South Vietnam, for the dissidents in Russia,
for the Indians on reservations, for the cluldren..’...f '
for ourselves. .

Covenant House, a home for boys

and is akin to “amnesia.” It properly means a forgettmg or eras-

- ing of all reference to an act. It is like the Biblical concept of the

Year of Jubilee when all debts were cancelled and slaves freed to

" remind us that all people are free children of God and are not to
" be bound by either debts or chains. - )

‘Vengeance is not part of our Biblical heritage. Nor will it heal
wounds or give our country the new direction it so badly needs.
But it is going to be a long campaign to educate Americans to
this understanding and convince-them of the necessity for anun-
conditional, universal amnesty. -

Amnesty is not our major focus at the National -Office. The
condition of the political prisoners in South Vietnam is more.
urgent. -But it is an issue whose ‘consideration can begin much
thought and attitude changing. -Hopefully we will publish a com-

* .prehensive amnesty statement of the Cathohc Peace Fellowshlp

in the next Bulletin.
For more information and orgamzmg SuggCStIOHS on amncsty
write: Fellowship of Reconcﬂlanon Box 271, Nyack, N.Y.

- 10960 or NISBCO, 550 Washington Bldg 15 th and New York
: Ave , N.W., Washmgton D.C.20005. - '

Fhe CPF Bulletin s edited, fypeset +

Prmh-ct by the. staff and Fr.ends oF
Zhe naf"ona/ oFF.ce ,Of*esen‘t'ly Geora _
Bryan, Rick Gaumen, £t Kehoe, Charlre
King, Mike Harp/\ @il OFen/aek Méary and.
10 . Joanne. S)\eelw\. fg:m‘l'e& af’ Come’a,, f-/ Press.

The word amnesty ‘actually derives from the Greek “amnestia” =~




o (IMPRISONMENT AND TORTURE continued from p.2)-

P Two very good gesources which can be used to help educate
R people concerning the situation of the political prisoners are:
“Vietnam: A Question of Torture,” a half hour color film pro-
“duced in Vietnam; and the “Post-War War”, a new NARMIC-
- slide show which runs about 35 - 40 minutes. In “Question of
. Torture?’ there are several views of the highly-guarded prisons
_ and interviews with a number of former inmates. Many are para-
“lyzed from the waist down due to their shackling. A doctor,

the medical aspects of paralysis and describes the prison condi-
tions responsrble “The Post-War War” tells how American in- -
.-volveinent in Vietnam has changed since the signing of the
Péace.Agreement, American military personnel were ‘Tequired to
- leave Vietnam, but American equipment and civilian advisers
“ <" are still there. This slide show shows what our money is going -
_'to in South Vietnam. Both the film and the slide show can be -
<" used in schools, for showing to- community and church groups,
*.and on television, (A list of where.they are available follows.)
. The goal for most people should be to educate yourself and
ol »'f"make your own community aware of what is happening. Pro-
-~~~ jects can be done individually, but will have a greater impact

*if done with an’ad hoc group of friends or through an established

“peace or social action organization. The power to free the pri-
- soners lies in action by Congress, but it will not move without

pressures from the public and interest from the media..
"Many national peace and social action organizations have

' made the situation of the pnsoners a prlonty concern. Current- ‘
. ly. they include:
s 'Fellowshlp of Reconcllratlon (FOR) Box 271, Nyack N Y.

. also houses the Liason Office of the Vietnamese Buddhist

- -Peace Deélegation in the country.. They can furnish you with
- information concerning the efforts of the Buddhists, such as.
2o the settmg up of half-way houses for released prrsoners, for
- which funds are urgently needed. . -

) Indochma Program American Fnends Service Commrttee B
7 112 South 16th St., Philadelphia, Pa..19102. :An excellent -
.- booklet “Hostages of War” by Holmeés Brown and Don Luce;

= alist of suggestlons for action;. buttons, bumper. suckers
- posters-and a list of 800 prisoners also available.

"International Committee to Free South Vietnamese Pohtlcal
.- Prisoners, 122 Franklin St., Minneapolis, Minnesota 55404,
. They can send extensive, up-to -date on the situation sur-
S roundmg the political prlsoners campaign and actlon 1deas

. -and materlals to assist in'a campalgn

_War Res1sters League, 339 Lafayette St., New York N Y.

of prisonérs, packet of background information, action out-
line'and followuup materials.- Leaflets are also avallable

- All of the above ofgamzatrons have coples of. “Vletnam
- Question of Torture.” ~ -

- 16th St., Philadelphia, Pa:19102. CPF has a copy of the shde
. show whrch can be used for showmgs in the metropohtan
B ~New York area,
= Political Prisoner Fund; Peoples Actxon Umon for Peace and
_Justlce P.0. Box 46516 Los Angeles, Ca ‘90046 have © -

SN prisoner on them. ‘Along with the bracelet comes mforma- :
© . tion on the | pnsoners anda letter in V1etnamese to be sent to.=

10960.-Several publications on the prisoner situation. FOR o

= " a paper by Luce, “Deceiving the Amencan People” mcludes S

- 10012. ~‘Campaign Freedom” mformatmn mcludes the names' o

k -~ political prisoner bracelets with the name and addressofa - . -

PEACE AND NONVIOLENCE BASIC WRITINGS )

. Edited by Edward Guinan. Paulist Press, New York 1 9 73.
. 174 pp. Reviewed by Rachelle Linner.

- shown visiting with several hospitalized ex- prisoners, explams the -

The subtitle of this new anthology of pac1ﬁst1c wntmgs
is “basic writings by prophetic voices in the world religions.”
The selection of individuals included is an impressive one: it
ranges from contemporary Tigures such.as Dom Helder Camara
Danilo Dolci, Tom Cornell and William Sloane Coffin.... to his-

-torical ﬁgures who have influenced our present pacifist commun-

ity - - Adin Ballou, the great theorotician and practitioner of
Christian Non-Resistance; Desiderius Erasmus; Hermann Hesse

*and Mark Twain. 33 mdmduals are included in the book;

many of the selections have never appeared in anthology form

" ,‘,.before yet all are concise and well chosen.

In an area where so many anthologies are avarlable tlus S
one stands out because it is an invaluable aid for- educators o

. seeking good material for classroom and discussion use; Most -

of the articles are short (2-3 pages on the average), and there
is a wide range of essays, letters, court-statements, poems, and
talks. Hopefully, a volume as rich as this one would not be -
used in the manner of a traditional textbook, but would be
creatively. utlhzed as a basis fora sound course on peace edu--
cation,

St. Mary Ramona, workmg in the Drocese of Brooklyn w1th

the National Catholic Education Association (NCEA), in writing
> about peace studles programs in high schools, says:' ’

- “The danger of i ignoring the issue is matched by the ,
) danger of developmg .obscure, chic, isolated courses. . L
 If courses are built on sand, they.will dlsappear with- .
- out havmg made any significant impact. Leammg T
‘to live equztably, ]ustly and nonvzolently isa survwal
course for tomorrow’s adults. It cannot be left in'the ’f i
‘hands.of the relevant chic - - it must become an mteg— Lo
ral part of our leammg ’ »

A volurne such as this one goes a long way to develop senous

S mtegrated approaches to peace education. Catholic educators‘ -

are becoming more and more aware of the need to teach

: - Gospel values rather than the valies of the Nation State: to-

become once again alternative schools, .peace schools, -Peace

' 'and NonVlolence is a collection of writings by, people who did’
" the same: who dared to live in contradiction to the values of -

their day, who dared to place human life over property, soc1a1 :
responsibility, or personal safety.
" Although Pezce and Nonviolence is mtended asa:

~“resource book”, that does not restrict its use to the classroom.'> N

- A'notable and lastlng achievement of this volume is the j Jommg
* of Catholic thought and pacifist tradition, It is an excellent

:contnbutlon to pacrﬁst literature, particularly for those
: mterested in'the peace witness of world religions. -

Edward Guinan, the editor of the volume,-a Paullsf Pne‘st ‘

e :ﬁis the founder and drrector of the Community -for Creative . .
T Nonviolence, and the General Secretary of Pax Christi- USA
“The Community (CCNV) runs the Zacchaeus Community

“The Post-War War” can o be obt aine d f <6 N ARMIC 112 South ‘ N Kltchen, Zacchaeus Hospitality House .a Community Pre-Tnal

House, a free medical clinic and free legal clinic; the Peace Study -
House,- as well as being involved in peace organizing. The book

is dedicated to a “new generatlon of resisters who accept ne1ther

"] plunder nor cliches.”

. all of the editors’ profits from the sale of the book go to -
. support’ the work that the Community.is involved in.” Books can B
* be ordered from The Community for Creative Non-onlence :

- ; ?f 1335 N Street, N.W. Washxngton D.C. 20005 or from the CPF.
: ;__the pnsoner S e f‘f”*J' TR ; ) : o

"The- only drawback of the book is the pnce $4 SO However |

’,




Last December Clare Marie and Steve Cleghorn from the
Community for Creative Non-Violence in Washington, D.C.
joined a White House tour line. In the State Dining Room
they broke from the line and took out small vials of blood
which they poured on the table and walls. They performed
this symbolic act to dramatize the death and murder the -
White House legitimizes. As Clare and Steve stated, people
go hungry' a few blocks from the White House while heads
of state dine in luxury. Both Steve and Clare work at the
Zaccheus Community Kitchen serving the poor.

They were arrested and charged with a felony. Their two
day trial was held in July. The jury found them guilty. Judge
Gazelle, while praising Steve and Clare as good decent people
who need no rehabilitation, still felt they needed *“punish-
ment.’”” In September they were sentenced to 90 days each.
They are both in prison now. We pray for Steve and Clare,
and for all of us that we also follow our consciences and do
what we must do. :

Letters to our sister and brother may be sent to:

Clare Marie
Box A
Alderson, West V|rg|n|a 24910
and
Steve Cleghorn -
Federal Correctional Institution
,,,_Seagov:lle Texas 75159 :

€he catholic peace fellowship -
339 LAFAYETTE STREET.
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10012

._}H? FOREST .
FoR pox 271 .
1““ 19\ 5\

1€ 3‘”‘3

Mike Cullen, Netty, and their four children flew

to lreland on September 23rd. They were deported
by the government for their continued witness to
peace and justice. By working to create a new soci-
ety within the shell of the old, and by their long
labor with the people of Casa Maria House of Hos-
pitality in Milwaukee, the Cullens have shown that in
Christ there is neither the separation of national
boundaries nor the false chasms erected by exalted
states.

Their opposition to the Vietnam War led to a
year's imprisonment for Mike as one of the Milwaukee
14,  The U.S. Government decided that because of
this and their other peace activities, Mike was an
undesirable alien and ordered him to be deported to
Ireland. Mike had come to the States 12 years ago
from lreland as a seminarian.

The government paid Mike's way back to !re-
land, but would not pay for Netty and the Kkids
since they are U.S. citizens. The money needed for
their transportation was raised by friends at farewell
celebrations in Milwaukee and New York City.

It is- with gratitude and joy that we thank Mike
and Netty ‘for their example. Their witness of ac-
cepting the consequences of their -acts is .inspiring.

Their spmt of freedom gives us strength. We pray fo
for you, Mike, Netty and the children. May the
road rise up -to meet you, dear friends, and the wind

be ever at your back, and may you be in heaven an
'hour before the devnl knows you re deaciI : R

Chewy 0T -
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