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PEACE EDUCATION

The Cathohc Peace’ Fellowshlp ‘exists prrmarrly to rmtrate
"~ educadtional and action. programs in the context of Christian
R nonvrolence ‘There has been much written on peace educa- - ,
_.tion in the last several years, but we feel that a great deal’of .+~
o thrs falls shiort of an exploratron of and involvement in .the Sl
world today, and: eSpecrally of personal nonvrolence and al-
ternate Tife- styles :
, g People must: begm to. deal wrth the vrolence and causes

" “*"of war-in their own daily lives. ‘The subtle violerice:of a stan-

dard of living that consumes far more than the world can pro-‘ N
vide if-even the majority of its citizens were to share such a.
lifestyle. 'And the not- s0 subtle’ violence of racism and the in- "~
justices done to-the poor,.and the blatant drsregard of hum an -
values’ prevalent in militarism. As:we examine’this, men and:- ..
‘women can begin to work: together to change some:of the ‘. -
structures; that foster injustice.. We must realize-the expressed S
.and 1mphed ‘teachings of Christ- ‘and act. -according to them.- ..
. In‘its usual,.limited sense- educatron connotes schools and. "
specrﬁc kinds of learning; taking: place in them.~- A]though we."
“are presenting’ a‘packet of printed: materrals it is morethan..
““a-list of resources to be used by a teacher in-a: classroom We 2
_ have chosen the SHALOM CURRICULUM ‘as one of our-main -
resources, for we feel:that it also expresses how we.feel: about :
the educatronal experrence

{
)
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mony and peace, fullness of life.. In a sense:it’is-a’
reign.of ‘God. ‘In Jesus, the Shalom of God is. present among
us.as a: grft for which’ we are- called to- respond and act.: In -

this.case, the word currrculum tefers to the- course :to be. run;
ht'route of the journey, or the: direction of our travels. :It im-:
plies' numerous and diverse. planned efforts throughout the to-
‘tal: lrfe of a.c mmuruty*‘ that-are: » .

.‘ R,- grous News Servrce Photo

OLYT"YEAR'”FOR PRISONERS
\ -by Tom Cornell

krcked a-hole” through a brrck wall "The movement for:a
nesty for: Vretnam War resisters. has ‘stalled; temporanly w
hope; but most’ deﬁmtely in:the- wake of Watergate and:the
““national monomamai‘focused upon it. --The bull recentlyis-.
o ' to.announcethe Holy Year.of 1975 wa
: less than an eagerly warted document Pope Paul’s press
has beeén” very bad:since :‘Hum anae Vltae .and-all the “bes
,“best” people bad: mouthed him as a matter of. prrde “The
surprise that rocked :the peace- movement: ‘here-was-that the
le- pohtrcal aim’of the Holy- Year; as: announced m‘_the :
papal bullj:is amnesty for pohtlcal prrsoners around;the :
'world ‘The: Vatlcan -sources let it: be known' that the Pope
was’ appealmg pnmanly to:the “Catholrc countrres” like .
-~ Spain,’ ‘Portugal; ‘Brazil and’Chile, but thé: rmpact ought cer-
tarnly tamly to.e end much farther than-that,and - faclh

The Cathohc.Peace Fello . ,
peace; ]ustrce “nonviolenice: and: hfetsyle _There: are’ suggestrons
for ‘the practical’ applrcatron of nonviolence:. There isan- actron
sectionwhich. consists-of brochures explammg exrstmg programs -
giving mdrvrduals and-groups- suggestions on ways to- respond
to the needs of our sufferin “brothers-and srsters
:"SIGNS OF . SHAI.DM by Edward Powers; avarlable along
ith the packet, is. the.basrc gurdebook to rmplementmg the
Shalom Currrculum It;contams msrghts and’ practrcal sugges-
tions which’ should be examrned bythose involved in" peace ed. .
'ECONOMICS AND THE GOSPEL by Richard: Taylor, a pri-
mer:on’ shalom as ‘economic-justice; is also_avarlable wrth the

egrnmng ‘We hope to present peace
,‘a:chance to explore one’s own. hfe as,

et. alone is $2. Please send money- along wrth your orders mclu-
drng 10% for. postage and handlmg : '

i '(contmued on page 3) X
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-~ college classes, Catholic high school classes’ and at peace and
*. .. justice centers, as well as to groups of peoplé called together
* *because of our visit.: We also met with several individuals i in-
. volved in peace education and social action programs. .-

. schools and colleges ‘had no knowledge of the Catholic Peace

- ‘{bor people from the Word of God Commumty (Chansmatrcs) :
. have rejuvenated the CPF.. Twenty-five:people came to a supper. -

< and meeting held at the home of one of the members We spoke ' -

of p prayer ‘and action and encouraged them in followmg through -

- ON TOUR FOR CPF

by Joanne Sheehan and Rick Gaumer -

“On March fourth we loaded up our Toyota with all the lit-

Lo erature it would hold and started out on'a 9 week tour for CPF .

We had originally hoped to do the rout last fall and go cross--

. country, but plans had to be changed. We postponed the tnp .
.. in order to have more time to compile a *peace education*
' packet Then we decided to concentrate our travels between
. -western Pennsylvania and Kansas City so that we could spend
* more time in several of the cities we visited.” We planned to

make this more than‘a spealcmg tour We wanted to vrsrt and

Ha lrsten and learn'as well.

- In nine weeks we traveled over 6, 000 mrles to 23 cities, and

o probably spoke to over 1,000 people.. So if we don’t mention .
“you in this article and wé visited with you, please don’t be of-

fended. Our itinerary included speaking at Newman Centers

Many of the people we talked with, particularly in high ™

Fellowshrp of the Catholic Worker. We spoke to them about -

- the Worker and the importance of the works of mercy and the * - -
. works of | peace. ‘We explained what the CPF has been over the - -
- ‘past 10 years and what our.present concerns are: ‘We constantly »
“~'had to remind people that the Vretnam War is not over, a fact ,

: 'sadly mrsunderstood by many..

-To most of the high school students we spoke wrth the war:’

s ancient hrstory They understand httle about it, and lessa- =
" “bout the resistance: to it. Yet many.are open They want to
__know what they can-do to make peace more of a reahty We v
~ - found college students less open. They have decrded onaca- .-
“: ’ reer, they are not. threatened by the draft, and want to* forget
* .° about the war.- They do not want to'be disturbed by‘people - 5
..+ who talk of alternatives. Of course we do not mean all college
et students but it‘did seem to be the prevarlrng feehng

- Other.college students feel alienated, but are not Jomed to~

to know that others are there and join wrth them i in “burldmg b
a new society within the shell of the old.” Newman Center. -~

.~ should be’ peace and justice centers, among other thmgs They e
should be centers of education and action." e
' Where we saw the most growth is with the Srsters They are ', ‘
takrng active roles in social’ action. ministries. Peace and justice
centers started by Sisters are spreading. throughout the country.’”,
‘And they are reexamining their lifestyles; they are: :beginning to -

take more senously therr vow of poverty, trymg to make it
‘more real. .’
“We vrsrted wrth only 2 CPF commumty fellowshrps since -
most are in the Northeast where we did not travel. In Arin Ar--

on the idea of a Hotise of Hospitality and Prayer. -

ainly workmg with a group of high school women. We' -

'oke at therr school where many students showed an interest ', ~.

(contrnued on page .

4 wealthy in the U.S. as well as other nations..

e n Cincinnati Deneice Spnnkle, the local coordrnator\ of CPF

THE NEW. ENGLAND ‘CP.F. CONFERENCE -

" The fourth annual New England Catholrc Peace Fellowship -
- Conference was held March 23rd at Mt. Marie, the Mother-
house of the Sisters of St. Joseph, in Holyoke, Mass. It pro- .
' vided the.opportunity for 300 folks to get together for a day -
. -of-talks and workshops on various peace related issues and to
‘ drscuss the future directions they would like to take,

‘The major address was given by Brshop Thomas Gumbleton

of Detroit. .He spoke about the nature of the Catholic “peace
“movement” and the direction’ it should take in the .coming
. years.” Warning that a-concern for peace must include a com-
. mittment to work for Justrce and equitable economic systems,
he noted several prime areas of concern. In addition to work-
~ingto- stop the continuing war in Indochina by withdrawal of - .
- U.S. money and war materials, he saw the eradic~ion of pov---. " -
"~ erty bothin Amenca and in the underdevelored ccuntnes as.

a major goal. t
" He cntrcrzed the wrdenmg gap between the poor and the
“‘We are™

in a critical situation in a world- that is failing to look at the

' distribution of wealth; ** he stated. If development of na- -
' tions doesn’t come about in a peaceful progressive way, he S
fears “there will b an irrational use of force as nations hoard,. -
for themselves.” R
~ the poor by the rich nations must stop'if. peace 1s ever to pre- f
.vail and a great tragic struggle averted..

-Justice demands that the explortatron of -
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- Bishop Gumbleton also emphasized the rnJustrce of: the f, = 2

i grossly unequal food distribution that exists in the world-:’
- today, particularly severe in the case of central Africa where
a long term drought has caused a famme that threatens mrllrons
k The role of C P F he beheves is to achreve these goals R
. through a dedication to nonviolence, a profoundly Christian -~
p_v'-.»vocatron “This nonviolence should be based on a deeply 1 for-
*.giving-and reconciling spirit and an intense personal regard
* for individuals.” “I would have to sdy. ‘that sometimes I do .
*~ not find that among Catholics,” Bishop Gumbleton remarked
i " “I don’t think that we Catholics have everloved the way -
B gether wrth those who feel as they do. Few of the.18 colleges "
Cwe. visited had a peace and justice center or group of any kind.
What is needed is a way for these peOple to find one’ another .
- Oftentimes, even on small campuses, people who came to meetf :
with us were: meetmg each other for the first time. They need -

i Jesus taught us.” Brshop Gumbleton then exp]arned how he e
" Was 1mpressed with.the attitude of manyon his trip to Viet- - =~
“‘nama year’ ‘ago. He met people just released from tiger. cages
‘who-were “not ﬁlled with hatred or anger, but wrth the love
. of Jesus that asks for, forgiveness.” - © g
- Workshops were held on the farmworkers, polrtrca] prr- '
soners;’ amnesty, drvestmg corporate investments in war in--
“-dustries, war tax resistance; the Phrhppmes ‘A series of dls-
cussions were also led by members of various communities " o
"-such as the Catholic Worker Commumty for Creative Non- SR
 violence, and Jonah House; as well as workshops on specral REA
. urban ministries for women rehgrous and drocesan peace and wae
Justrce centers, - R
i 2 Aliturgy concluded the afternoon sessions; Dolores e
';Huerta, vice president of the United Farm Workers; spoke at
. the homily. about the harsh- condltrons of. farm labor today:

She challenged everyone to respond as Christians must when

: ~;jan injustice is percerved especrally one to which they- contn-
. bute.: “You have_ o say, ‘I am with youin your struggle e
. You can’t stand i on the. srdehnes and cheer us on. Asa human, P
.“asa Christian; as a. person who is fed everyday by the farm— S

workers, you have to be with us.”

‘in building a. peaceful world
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A growing awareness of most’ partrcrpants was that a sim:.’ "‘ 2
phﬁed hfestyle and reduced consumptron isa major ﬁrst step
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" HOLY YEAR (continued from page one)

. “."Amnesty is not a matter of “forgiving,” B
~in this-situation is a chimera, never to be come by. Itis better
- to take the advice of the late Cardmal Cushmg, who urged that
. it isnow: time to put behind us the scars of the past, open the
.~ prisons, welcome home the exiles and close the books. Rrght
~.."and wrong, subjectrve morahty and objective guilt are so inter-" -
- twined in-the matter of the war and resistance to it; that retn—-
- butive justice can. not be had: ‘And amnesty isa pressmg need
. for tens of thousands of Americans whose lives are difficult
. enough, made more difficult still by the onus of felony convrc-
<. tions carried-with'them throughout their lives, less than honor
;- :able discharges prejudrcmg them out of jobs they are quahﬁed
7 for. The rich, privileged young men, , graduates of prestrgrous
colleges and ‘universities, can afford to demand amnesty asa - .
- prize for their superior moral wxsdom and asa condemnatlon
“.of three presidents. But’ the young men and women who pay
-~ the real price for war resistance do not command the cameras
‘fof three television networks and need- ]ObS _]USt to support. -
s themselves and to start raising families, just like the rest of us o
e They do not seek amnesty from a posrtlon of moral superronty, :

pen the great doors with a golden hammer . . .every twenty- "

five years is maybe too often.. But the meaning of the Holy --
" Year is not. It is much more, and it is rooted in ancient -
Hebrew tradition and the thirst for peace and justice. It is the -

year of the jubilee, when all debts are  forgiven, when prison-

~ers are released, when quarrels are put aside and a new start is

‘made. The Holy Year, and especially Pope Paul’s announced -

* intention for it, gives us a patent to go to our bishops, pastors,

school administrators etc..and to ask that the Holy.Year be

~really that, by initiating programs to educate and work foram- -~
" “nesty for all those who have suffered for. their opposition to -
* war and for the release of pohtrcal prisoners throughout the
“world, but especially, since we are Americans, for freedom for ,

those 1mpnsoned because of our As1an polrcy
EX-PRlSONERS OF CON SON TIGER CAGES o

but asa matter of necessrty, and they ought to get it out of
common decency. .

It should be known that Pope Paul has for a long tlme been '
active in behalf of political prisoners and that CPF people have
contributed very significantly to his awareness of the problem.
One of our sponsors, Professor Ralph della Cava of Queens Col--

lege, did much of the work documenting torture in Brazil which
_gave the Pope the basis tipon which to issue his condemnation of °

of Brazilian police methods. The political impact put the great--

est strain ever upon Church-state relations in the largest Catho--

lic.country in.the world. (Dom Helder Camera, who is also a-

* . CPF sponsor, has been severly limited in his freedom of move- *
* - ment by the government, within and outside the country.” His

work, however, is being carried on and mulitplied by others) " -

~When Presidént Thieu visited the Vatican, Pope Paul'made the ~
. issue of polmcal pnsoners the major item on the agenda during -
"+ their meeting and the major item released to the world press.

In the matter of the political prisoners of Saigon, there are '

) ,some encouraging signs, and some bad.  The campaign we have .
‘been waging for several years now in behalf of the Vietnamese
“pacifists and especially the imprisoned Third Force elements is -

. -based upon our conviction that the best chances for anything

" decent coming out of the horror fo the war lie with those reli--
 gious radicals, Buddhist and Christian, the pacifists, the demo- - -

- “cratic socrahsts and liberals who have been the ob]ects of attack o
“ from the major belhgerents Dunng the past year most of the.
- rest of the American anti-war novement has moved in our di-

rection at least programmatically on this issue. This summer a

. tiger cage vigil and fast at the Capitol in Washington will call
.+ attention to' U.S. financial responsrblhty for Sargon prisons.
.- This fall an International Week of Concern for Political Pnson— N
"~ “ers of South Vretnam wrl] be observed. A hlgh level team of

rehgrous leaders is preparing to go to Vretnam to inspect the -

“ - situation, (and we are helping with that,). 'On the other hand
" - the promise of release made by the wardens of Chi Hoa to the
- fasting monks this spring proved to be'a lie.; The monks were-
- not'released.’ They were instead forced to exchange their reh—
. gious habits for regular prison garb and were dispersed through- -
“ out the mlhtary prison system, making it much harder for them
- to plan or execute any concerted action in protest of their im- . -
: pnsonement ‘and makmg it still harder for anyone to. fmd them, :
" to ascertain their exact number and status. :

Oppressed with this knowledge we ought to feel all the

o : more grateful that the’ immense moral authority of the papacy

an d in fact justice " has been turned to amnesty for -all political prisoners as the sole

statéd aim of the Holy Year. For the Holy Father’s mﬂuence
_to mean anythmg real, however it is up to us to respond, to

*push'to 1naugurate programs at every level to generate the poh-
- - tical will for amnesty and the release of our prlsoners 1n T
Vletnam , vj' : e _ R

ff_f:_The Cathohc Peace Fellowshrp s pnmary purpose is to T
.- initiate educational and action programs in the context .
2 of Chrlstran nonvrolence We area membershlp organ- .

:;fnends The CPF BULLETIN comes out irregularly, al- .
*though" we try to get out’s BULLETINS or SUPPLE-.

: '_;-ed by the staff - Joanne Sheehan, ‘Rick Gaumer ‘and Bill .
: Ofenloch, with help from Mary McCarthy on edltmg :

+,673-8990, "

| ization’ ‘affiliated with the Fellowshtp of Reconciliation. - |
- We are supported by contributions. from members and |- O

~MENTS a year. ‘This issue was edited, typeset ‘and pnnt"‘-": T

L jArtrcles and comments may be sent to us at 339 Lafay- - |
T ette St., N, Y., N.Y.-10012. Our phone number is (212)‘ g




CPF AMNESTY STATEMENT

We are pubhshmg a tentattve amnesty statement beIow
In ‘order for it to be properly representatrve of the Catholzc

<5 from our ‘members. Therefore if you would have anyt}nng
i to'add to it or major revisions for it pIease let-us know.-
;v The purpose of 1 this statement on amnesty.is przmartly v
- to go on record. as supportmg universal, unconditional am- j -
- nesty, explarmng the basis for this.view from our Clmstran :
+* . pacifist perspective. It may also serve as an educanonal tool =

s act to help achieve one. "

: ona large scale educational effort.that will raise public.sup- -

- _amnesty and so don’t consider it an- important issue.. It is -

- has proclauned 1975 a Holy*Year for ;enewal and reconcil-" - .

*lation (especrally in the release of- polmca[ prisoner s), for = .

i*Chrxstrans in tlus country to support a anzversal uncondmon-
aI amnesty R e

: We]l over a year since. the s1gnrng of the. peace accords
‘and with the induction” authonty of Selectrve Service at *
“least: temporanly suspended the consrderatron of amnesty

gfundmg of the continuing war in Indochina and (in vrola- 5
~tion"of those. agreements) support of the prison system -.

“will:undo some of the mjustrces rampant in the wake of. this -

“war. We of the Cathohc Peace Fellowship.support an’ tincon-
1t10nal umversal amnesty for all those who have suffered

“as-a result-of oppositionto and resistance against war. ‘Un:

- fortunately, countless millions have or wrll suffer as a result
of the devastation. war- ‘has’ wrought upon the peoples of tlns
) arth ‘but what is most sadening is. ‘that so. many: can never
be helped by an amnesty; their lrves are lost; their bodr
or minds are maimed, their families are ravaged therr vrl ‘
“lages and a good part of their socrety are destroyed.
AHOWCVCI' amnesty: may be a factor in helping many
others build: better lives and-a ‘healthier society in the years
to come. This can be an- opportunity. for the government :
and the’ people of. the United States to take a’ positive step..
.jforward towards. pedce and a changed socrety, in the spirit -
of the Holy Year proclarmed for:1975 by-Pope Paul:"His
'all for. renewaland: reconcﬂratron wrth partrcular empha-
sis on_the: release of poht‘ :
sis for.our response

In response to an 1nqu1ry by the NATIONAL CATHO'
LIC REPORTER concernmg an artrcle in the Oct 1973
:BULLE’I‘IN ‘the Natronal Cathohc Educatronal Assocr
io reported that there were no Cathohc Hrgh Schools
h IumorR 0. T C: (N C. R Dec 7 1973) We have
: ,1ffer The'e are qurte a few (27) apparently :

CIf you kno'w of any I R: "T C- schools in your area,
;-please let us know If you hear of any- such programs
ﬁ“commg mto your schools we may be able to help you

. to cause others.to begm to thmk about amnesty and possrbly o
. L ,.mrhtary, who are presently awaiting prosecutron of md

We believe:that the grantmg of a ]ust amnesty w111 depend - '

- port for one. To daté legislators are not getting mail about ‘ 7 [

~We see four basrc groups that should benefit from an -

.amnesty First and most urgent are those people who are - . =

: .+ in prison now-as a result of their refusal to submit to the

" Peace Fellowship we should have some input and.consensus - .." .. draft or to carry-out the military objectives once in it. )
: T .Many are also incarcerated as a result of other anti-war -

" activities aimed ‘at the institutions of 'warmaking. -

. The second group consists of those resisters who rather -

T than enter the mrlrtary or give any-more years.of their . . -
- lives in its pursuits chose to leave'this country for ex1]e et
"k:and now face trial or prison_ if they return. -

The third. group is made up of all those, c1v1han and

dictment for anti- draft, anti-military, or other. anti-war:

:actrvrtres This includes- the hundreds’ of thousand«' who A
are living underground in order not to cooperate wlth
reglstratron for the draft ST ’

=8 imperative. and partrcularly appropriate, now that Pope Panl

1 mcluded seperatron program number (SPN) and TE:.
1 commanders subjectrve often only’ personal opinion, - .
= : f.tary s‘use’ only But in practrce employment agencres‘.

| --and large’ corporatrons had lists of these codes* and.
: v_vused them'in placement and ‘hiring, - Thus many vets

‘becomes a pressing moral issue. “In’addition to’ ending U.S. e | from veterans groups: and. Congress the DoD has a- -

] ) fcharges However to remove them: from prevmus
.;holdrng 200,000° Vietnamese who' sought peace an. amnesty L

All d1scharge certificates (DD2l4) since’ 1955 have: P

"enhstment (RE) code charactenzatrons ‘Based on the.—

fthese ‘codes were supposed to be secret for the mrh-

“were not ]ured and never knew why Under. pressure i B

'Afgreed that these codes won *tappear, on’ future drs-‘

: dlscharge papers one must apply for: a new copy.* It
- will not.be’ sent’ automatrcally For re rnformatron
_‘:.’contact the CPF office; = g . :

fe convrcted and served a sentance or.are' now-on’ probatron

- -who are prevented from hav1ng full rlghts because ofa:

-criminal record. . This should“cover thos¢ who were grven
less ; than honorable drscharges for therr refusal to “be

travel” and 1ncludmg the right to-vote; hold hcenses or;
- workat a‘jobthey choose: These basic freedoms are now
--denied them ‘either physrcally by prrson bars, by. exile; or.:
by .reason of ther_r crrmmal record-or-discharge character-
. ization = We support.an ar nesty ‘that: would restore these
y people toa place in thi country, but. do fiot. feel that’
- they need to-be. “pard_' d” in_the mistaken sense tha

opposrtron to'war'as a matter of following . the hrgher

‘-'thank them no seek their: pumshment Especrally admrrabl
aré’ those ‘who chose nonviolent résistance as their- way. of say-

- atron 'wrth the mrlrtary now that the United States isno Ionger
-‘.engaged in‘combat. If th Vretnam expenence taught us any-
:7and € economrc structure of. natron

: brothers and srsters 1t continues to be an mstltutro we.can

- A fourth’ category- are: those who have alrcady been .

, -8
ratron of all crvrl rrghts begmnmg wrth the freedom to If

arnesty is: frequently'vrewed They have. done nothrng
for which they ought to'feel ‘penitence.- In fact therr

all of cons01ence is dan example for wh1ch we should:

ng no to war and_vrolence and yes to life by thelr whole bemgs
-do not. want ‘to urge anyone to greater cooper :

hing it should be that.

‘war lie deep in the: politic:
-of n And ¢ even wit]i"thé*draf
presently'not 1nductmg y ung men ‘to krll or maim their-

yith our Christian’ prmcrp]es = For conscrrptron
e of those mtolerable seeds of.wa
be elrmlnated for. Chrrs s peace to reign.:




RECRUITING AND THE APGA
e ‘ " by Bill. Ofenloch L
We ve got over 300 good steady ]obs/ Let the Army ]om you o -
Fly your own plane/ Fly Navy’ '

Come alwe/ Fmd yourself asa woman. off icer in the U S
-~ Air Force o

Head your own company at 23/

" What are you domg after high school ? See the world wzth the
: adventure Army R . o

Undoubtedly you have seen more than a tolerable share L
: of these billboards and ads lately. Unfortunately they con-- +
“stitute’ merely the’ tip of the 1ceberg, only-the most glaring
- “dimension of the mrhtary s concerted drive for recruits.
 Such'advertising consumesa great bulk of the annual bud
e get of several hundred million dollars (276 7 min FY’72, ;
- raised from*our taxes) which the Armed Forces spends on re- ;f S
“ cruiting each -year.”More ominous, however are the behmd
" the:scenes maneuvers going on in'many e educatronal institu- .-
trons to rebuild the military’s fallen image among ‘youth, - -
.+~ ‘Eventsat'the American Personnel and Guidance Associa-
“tion’s: (APGA) Aprrl convention-in'New Orleans demonstra- .
" ted a more insidious aspect of present day recrurtmg -The” . =
APGA the professrona] orgamzatron of the high school guid-- . L
~ance’ counselors represents those who do job placement and
7; career. ‘recommendation. “APGA- executives (businessmen, |
-not teachers) in plannmg for this. convention many months -
 earlier, had drscovered that they could hold a lavish conven- i
- tion'at minimal expense, since the military was wrllmg to:

foot a substantial part of the-cost in order torent’ enough’ ey -,Admlral Zmnwalt retmnn chref of Naval Operatrons, gave the »
) Space fOI' thelr eXtenSIVC eXl'llbll.S The announced purpose Of'f el keyn()te address at the Amencan Personnal and Gmdance As-
. of the military involvement at the conference was to convince- * ' sociation Convention.. - He was supposed to speak about mili-

the_¢ounselors that the Armied Forces present great oppor-, «_tary career awareness ‘but harranged the assembly on, the arms -
“-tunities for. careers - by their own desrgnatron they are “'the. ‘race wrth tne Russrans“ o

_'nation’s largest combmed employer (They are. also the -
‘country’s: largest advertrser a fact on wluch they are’ notrce-
“ably less vocal.) .- T ,
lntense efforts were. made to portray the mrlrtary as the-
_career bonanza of the future; an attractive proposition. for-
hrgh school students hardpressed for decent _|obs in"a trght
economy . -Prior to the opening of the convention, New Or-
m‘;?llta;s]y;::eifgigegnﬁagég:tt%g:lsrlz;zgst?;ml,}lﬁizjﬁg:fs" ormation- managed to expose, for. ‘the counselors and teach e T
were then consolrdated for the’ actual convention where the . o ers present the. deceptrve advertrsmg Claims mvolved in the :
‘milita; as siipposed o bé more sub dued and rofessron al- costly publicity effort-of the recruiters. But the. recrurter
;n carez . l:)p s Des ite this, the enti ¢ co po 156 Was. *have plans to attend each state convention followrng the:
g tlll 4 rt-}tl:on (; du 1 p! Revol fen ir W neou national one - accompanred by a budget large enough to ¢ en-
ed-with'such 1sp ays as a Revolutionary War scene com- - - ~-able'them to put on'a good show. “And the appeal of thei
plete with cannon; cannon balls-and 2 Marines in’ perrod cos- , ampaign 1o jobless 3 oun e n a n d wo m en cann ot be ui-
~tume;a lrfesrze model of John' Paul Jones whose face'was a* camp gn 10 Y g m '
television screen portraymg today s:Navy; and brg scale mod :
els of the B-1. bomber and-Air Force fi ghter o
:'To’ counteract this intensive. campaign; a group of actlvrsts"
from the Interfaith Committee on’ Draft and Mrlrtary Inforrn :
g;-f.atron (ECDMI) joined with APGA’s Peace Commission and =
- New Orleanians for Peace to try to. present the other srde of
the" cruitment: story ‘While the’ ‘military’s extravaganza -
was resented by some-as a heavy-handed invasion of the con-- o
vention; ‘the" peace groups with their information booths .,
‘were teceived.quite’ favorably “Literature was distributed:
giving'f facts on Navy careers, the enhstment agreement ]Ob
tramrng promrses' T

~for crvrlran occupatrons APGA members stood 1n lrne for oL

:leaflets'and thanked:the leaﬂetters for taking the: trouble to.j-v‘- PR

f;f;challenge the mrlrtary s tactics and assertions. More amaz-- e

- ingly,' many recruiters caine over and admrtted that the ob- o

“jections contamed a great ‘deal of” truth, ;5 S
~ At this’ conference, 20 dedicated people armed wrth in-.

AL thrs pomt it mrght be frurtful to 20 mto some back- S
i ground on'the issue of recruitment. Obvrously a volunteer
~“army ‘must advertise-and recruit in order to succeed.- Pres- :
“ently men and women are lured by promises of adventure:
. and useful Job-trammg opportumtres which actually exrst
‘only fora few (usually. white and 'middle class) ‘For the; ma- -
“jority (at least 3 out of 4), training will prove. useless in the"
-+ civilian Job market ‘Before their enlistment is up, they. wrll
fj'be given'a pitch to1 remaln in, the servrce and make therr train-" y
S mg work for them R ; :




"RRCOMMUNI'TY FELLOWSHIPS. |

"SUFFOLK COUNTY N. Y C. P F..

. .has this past year had its members :

S workrng on various projects individually.
" In order to give the group some cohesion,

" a contact person or persons are needed. -

- " Volunteers for this role should contact
. CPF at 339 Lafayette St. NYC 10012, - .
- (212)673 8990. From those who have ;

“. a committment to CPF must comea -
‘solution, if CPF is to exist in Suffolk -
“County. If you are not on their marhng
-~ listand would like to be, please let us .

: know - .

NASSAUCOUNTY N.Y. CPF o
~.. .has'a new address. Marion Storjohann,
: who has been doing such a fine job as CPF
. 7 coordinator, is moving to Vermont. ‘Ed
. Trunk, 2424 Hudson St., East Meadow,
S NYL 11554 (516)SU5-5622 is now coor-
- dinating. .
EOREEIRERE | ean-Prerre Debns will be speakmg at:”
B Peacesrmth House; 90 Pennsylvama Ave.,:
Rt Massapequa, N.Y. on Tuesday evening -

'French school teacher in Vietnam in 1970. -
~were arrested and nnpnsoned in Saigon ..

.,“ifor ayearand a half for passmg out leaﬂets
}-:-askmg for: peace

g:I'NCINNA'TI" cQPfF

-+ ""Ohio 45246. She can be reached in the "
“-." evenings at (513)771-1297. If you are: not -

.7 lonthe maﬂmg hst and would hke to. be, let

o f':‘herknow

SN The Sprmg 1ssue of the THIRDLY _

" the: pubhcat1on of Pax Christi, USA, is -

.. entitled “Liberation in  Latin America.” ’. .

. The issue mcludes prayers, letters and .
. “excerpts of documents by Latin Ameri:
- cans as well as articles on the Strategy
" Conference on Nonviolent Liberation of

.. 7" bia this past February.- Copies may be -
* . obtained from Pax Christi, USA, 1335 7
o NSt;NW, Washmgton D.C. 20005 for

BN ) each. You may also wish to feceive .

. information on membershrp in Pax .
- Christi, which mcludes recervrng the
,THIRDLY , S

I ;:He and a fellow teacher, Andre Menras, e » ,
- Irish Issue.” Inits many pages it'con- -

" tains artlcles on various aspects of the. :
confhct in Northern Ireland. The- srtua
rtion is comp]ex and nusunderstood by
‘kmany in this country, ‘and we feel that
this issue'may help clear up some ques--

...also’has a new address Denelce Sprmkle

B has moved to 11641 Chester Road, Cinn. " ";be obtained from CPF." Please enclose -

.$2.95 for each'issue, plus 25 cents for T

e SPEAKING TOURS

e FR RYAN ON THE MIDDLE EAST

-qualified commentator on the conflict -

.~ there. ‘Heis- lookmg for sponsors for hrs w7

- " tour.. Fr. Ryan will talk at colleges, uni-

" Latin Americ¢a held in Medellin, Colum- - ..

- man centers, etc.. His toprcs include -~

“American Responsrblhty in the Middle _:3
“East”, “The Middle East and-Jewish- ‘_
} Chnstran Relations”; and’ “What Future .-

NOTES

ANNIVERSARY ISSUE .

 The Fall issue of the BULLETIN will

be our 10th Anniversary Issue. We would

_ like to have articles from people concern-

. ing CPF - past, present and future. If you
. would like-to contribute to this issue,

please send letters and articles in by. Sept

~10th. The Catholic Peace Fellowship is
‘much more than the staff, and we would
" - really like to hear from you to help make A
- thisissue a good one.

- The April issue of FELLOWSHIP mag-

" azine centered on the “simplicity of life.”
Tt includes artjcles such as “Simple Living -

“and Radical Politics”, “Clean Plates and

- Starving Children: A Community that

Makes Connections”, and letters from -

 several people who are attempting to live -
+ more simply. Single copies may be ob-:

tained from F.O.R.; Box 271, Nyack, N Y.'
_'f}N Y.-10960 for 50 cents, reduced pnces ‘
: for bulk orders : ,

July 16th at 8:30 p.m. Jean-Piorre wasa “The most recent issue of THE HOLY

CROSS. QUARTERLY is entitled “The -

tions.. Copies of “The Irish Issue™ may

postage and handlmg o S

Rev Joseph Ryan ST of St. Joseph’

Umversrty, Beirut, is planning-a lecture ..
- ‘tour throughout: the USS. in October and
~November, 1974.- A long-time resident -

of the Middle East, Fr. Ryan is a hrghly i

versities; schools, churches, clubs, New-"

: touch w1th hlm

REV. PAUL MAYER -

Paul recently spent several weeks
“touring the Middle East and meeting -
with those in .the peace community,
leaders of the Palestinian resistance, -.

- government officials in Israel and the

- Arab countries. He is available: for

speaking engagements. Write to:

. CONAME, 339 Lafayette St., NY e
"“N.Y., 10012. They wrll get you in -

FROM THE STAFF“ RN

HELP' : :
. Joanne and Rlck work full trme at

‘ C P.F., Bill comes in-2 to 3 days a week, .

-and Georg is now coming in on ‘Monday

- mornings. We need more volunteers.

- We would like to put out the BULLETIN -
‘more frequently, improve on our peace -
~.education materials, run more. trammg L
sessions in nonviolence, provide more re- -
sources to commumty fellowshlps mem-:.

" bers and friends, etc. But'a few people
_.cannot do all this, and keep up.with the

- regular office work. PLEASE, even'if ..

- you.only have a few hours a week free - s
.to spend with.us, we would. appreciate’ .0

~it.” We.are fnendly folk and the office = .-+
“has a cheerful atmosphere If youwould = =
hke to get involved in a particular prOJect L

- or help with' the office.work, call us at
(212)673 8990 Thanks

CHANGE OF ADDRESS S

If you are movmg, please let us know .,
By puttmg “Address Correction Reques- - - ,
- ted”” on our mailings; the Post Office re- *= -
turns the mail with new addresses." Each PP
“piece of marl costs us 12cents when re- :
“turned, then we have to put a stamp’ on
‘it and marl 1t to your new address.: S
< Please save.us time'and money by lettmg oy
“us know when you move.. .- o

THANK YOU

. We want to thank those of you who

responded to Tom Comell’s appeal for.

* donations to the CPF, and remind those-‘ ;
" who haven’t sent anythmg in, and can,
““to’'please do. We reahze “a dollar ain it B
- adollar anymore but with ]ess money SR

--coming in, and expenses going up,itis - |

“very drfﬁcult to pay the rent and the I

" post office, etc. Please help if you can. . =" -

~We would also like to apoligize.to -

" for the Pal estrmans"” Tf you can. sponsor ‘ those of you who sent in donatrons, but?‘ o
_ Fr. Ryan, or for more mformatlon wnte
"to: Dr. John T: Cummmgs P.0.Box 25
+-Tufts Unrversrty Statron Medford Ma i
' -:} ,021 5 3 r "

..have not yet. received _personal thank. = -
~.'you’s, - As our pleas for volunteers men-
“ tioned, it is very hard to keepup with" " -
~the office ‘work,- We truly do apprecrate s
,all of you who have helped us.




-"APGA (continued from page 5)

SUMMER CONFERENCES

FELLOWSHIP OF: RECONCILIATION

: " From August 10th to the ‘14th, members and friends 3
.- of the Fellowship of Reconcrhatron are invited to gather at
- the Green Lake Assembly grounds in Green Lake, Wisconsin,
*"for a national conference to celebrate the Sixtieth Anniver-
- ’sary of the FOR.. We will be meeting together to consider
. the message and implications of religious pacifism in the
- 1970’ and to explore some of the ways love and truth can -
" _1esolve human conflicts and build a peaceful world commu- ,
o Unity. It will be a time of consciousness-raising and renewal.
. The conference wrll begin Saturday afternoon, with reglstra- S
" tion starting in the late .morming, and w1ll end the followmg
® Wednesday morning, ’

- Major speakers invited for the conference are: Alfred -

'Hassler, Ada- Deer ‘Daniel Berngan, Andrew Young and
o Cesar Chavez. -

- Workshops wrll include subjects of both general and _

‘{specralrzed interest: . the new militarism; the American

“Indian struggle; the. Uruted Farm Workers; the Middle
i _'-.,’East Dai Dong, prisons; theology and pacrﬁsm, Ievo- -

~ lution and nonvrolence the post-war war in Indochma, L

women ’s-liberation.
"There ‘will be time for CPF members and frrends to

_Aget together and: share ideas with the. staff Thrs is the: ﬁrst

such opportunrty we ‘at CPF have had to meet with mem-

,_’bers and friends from.across the country. -

The Green Lake-Assembly provides a lakesrde settmg

: for both conference ‘work and recreation.- There is fishing, 0

boatmg, water-skiing, swimming,’ tennis, golf etc. ‘Super-

vised recreation for children is available at a mmlmal cost.

Bring musical mstruments Please contact us for further
information. - : : .

*-Another ruse is to sign someone up for an attractrve-

- oundmg program without makmg it clear that inorder. toa L
~advance to thie advertised position it is necessary to pass par- -
.f!,tlcular quahfyrng tests or “security clearance requrrements :

~Thus many enlistees wind u atanuserable ‘boring job.. Wo- ‘ L L
g Y. p. g " ~..”7in the farmworkers and in reducmg their pattems of consump- :

: tlon as a nonviolent response to_the world sitation of poverty.

men are led to expect a challenging career, but 70% find

,,_;themselves relegated to secretarial and clerical drudgery.

- On the other hand, the military has been allotted im- . -
,mense sums of i mongéy to raise- salanes, and so encourage '

. enlistment.’ In the face of this, our responsibilities become )
- clear.  First; we must contmuously emphasize the true pur- - - -
‘pose of the. Armed Forces. They exist: primarily to defend ~

the United States’ 1nterests in the world - interests which -
are mamly those of économics, .the maintenance of forergn
investments and the influence of big business. ‘Their meth-

~odof conflict resolutron is that of violence, a means which = - .
. can only lead to evil.” We must publrcrze the fact that armed - -
:defense is not the only possrbrhty in'today’s world. -Second,"
‘.;!lugh schoolers and other prospective volunteers for the ser:. .~ -
_vice should be made aware of the truth ‘behind the glamor- * * +
ous prormses ‘Volunteers are signing away their freedom ..

for several years, and the Supreme Court has just ruled that

- Constitutional rights and privileges do not apply to the .~ - A
- Armed forces." Finally, it is imperative that those of us work-‘ SoE -
. not:become so structured that they loose the personahsm whrch o

is so important in our movement.:

_ing against the volunteer army find or create economrcally
viable alternative employment ‘for those in the job market
Thls effort by the military should.point out t6 us even

~'more clearly- the need t.- educate. people in‘the areas of: peace &
and Justrce _ It is especrally rmportant to reach those in hlgh ': :

. ~“WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE ,
From Frrday ‘afternoon, August 31st through lunch on

. Monday September 2nd, the War Resrsters League will meet B

in National Conference at Geneva Point ‘Center on Lake -
Winnipesaukee, New Hampshire. This is a working confer- -

. ence, with rap-groups and workshops dealing with issues rang-

mg from militarism in our society to racism in our communi-
ties; from the place of sex roles in a changing society to dis-
-cussion on the radical movement in the post-Watergate era;

- from the problems of the Middle East to the problems of -
- Indochina. Tennis, volleyball, swimming, hiking and canoe-
" ing facilities are on the grounds of the center. This confer- -

~ ence annually brings together League members from dozens

of states, and friends and non-members are always welcome. -

. For more mformatron wrrte to WRL, 339 Lafayette St N Y
' ',NY 10012.° Sl

PAX CHRISTI U.S.A

' The Second Annual Pax Christi Assembly will take pIace;_'-
on Labor Day Weekend, August 30th to September 1st'in - =~

-Washington, D.C. The topic.will be. the*“Biblical Basis of
‘Pacifism and Nonviolence.” - Workshops will be held.on -

Latin America; peace. education, and women and the Church '

- among other-topics. - Speakers will include William String- ~ © -
. fellow, Dorothy Day, Bishops Dozier and Gumbleton, Gor- =~ -
- 'don Zahn, Eileen Egan and Ed Guinan. - Tapes of the speak-. .
“ers will be available after the assembly For further:infor- . .-

. mation on. the assembly and housing, _contact Pax Chnstr N S
1335 N St. NWWasthgton -D.C: 20005. LT
- STE—

school who are being sought by the recruiters. Leafléts on
- - “Promise Them Anything: A Look at Enlisting”-are avarlable
... from AFSC, 319 East. 25th St., Baltimore, Md. 21218. An' - -
_ - -article on peace education matenals avallable from CPF is. f o
- in ‘this BULLETIN. - B

.. We would like to hear from'any of you who know of pro-

- ]ects workmg on ﬁndmg or creatmg altematrve employment

TOUR (contrnued from page 2)

One of the highlights of the trip was staymg at the Catholic -

SNE ‘—Worker House in Kansas City; Mo. which Angie O’Gorman Cal- - . .
*"-vert had recently opened. - Angie and. Bob Calvert; old friends of
*-+ ours, were national coordinators of War Tax Resrstance, and live . "

“in the house next to the Worker. . While we were there we helpedf
- them turn their front lawn into a garden to help feed the poor L
" who come to the Worker.

- There is'so much more aboutour tnp that we: would hke to

o share with you all, but there is not enough space here. What wrllf_ e
. will be more fruitful i is for us to put into practice the many - R
;. :-things we learned; revising the peace educatron packet, helprng o
: people form community. fellowslups and improving the BULLE- .
-TIN', among other things, are projects we will be working on..

.-1.

We would like: to caution pe0ple on one point, though. ~

B There is much’ to be done, and we must continue and grow. Our L
e hope is that those who are gathering together, whether that be .~

in. startmg peace and justice centers or small local groups, ‘do”

We are sorry that we did not get to m eet more of you on thrs T

= tnp In the fall we-will be avarlable for speakmg throughout the i
. ,7 New England and New York area“ S :



NEWS FROM THE UFW
Cesar Chavez presrdent of. the Umted Farm Workers

- ‘noted in his recent vrsrt to New York-that the Federal

guards have stopped all ; practrces that i in the past were .

L the UFW’s strike:against. Cahforma SIowers. :
3men and women who have.come-across the border and
- cott against lettuce; grape and wine producers mostof -
them are completely unaware of the organizing efforts

tractors and are brought across the border. The b]ame
for the current influx of the poor must be placed square-.

'admmrstratron who: are’trymg to prt one group of the
00r- agamst another. :

A(anythmg that comes from Modesto Ca(' 1s-:GaIlo) come_j
.outonthe prcket lines and stand-up for the people in -

.'of rn]ustlce Contact the Unrted Farm Workers La PaZ»

ddress of ”our local orgamzmg ofﬁce

THE CATHOLIC PEACE FELLOWSHIP
-.339 LAFAYETTE STREET
NEW YORK; N.Y. 10012

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

" ..Union (the only real union of farmworkers in Calrforma) -

V-v_--government seems to be cooperating wrth the grower - :

Teamster effort to kill the UFW. He reports that boarder - .- ‘vfilmprove d I ami glvlng up lettuce. EE
used to cut down the number of people. entermg Califor- .~
"~ nia_to work; now the labor camps are full of illegal aliens - -
- whoprovide a cheap and defenseless scab force_to break 2l

Chavez says'that there is no question of drshkmg the e

o ‘who are workmg as scabs - - - they are’ ‘brothers and- sisters - I e
- of the Chicanos who.are conductmg ‘the strike and.boy-"- .}

WON'T YOU GIVE THIS TO YOUR CHEF OR !

NO LETTUGE THANK YOU

;_;.j,_I love lettuce, but I know that it has to be picked by a human
' ,.-being, and .until the worklng conditions ot’ that human belng are

, I support Cesar Chavez and the United’ Farm Workers Thelr
lettuce package bears thls unlon lahel— R

LT yours. does, too, please ::
brlng me an extra large
serving :

Tyat the feet of the growers the Teamsters and the eron

You can help break thrs consprracy and brmg Justrce o

the fields who are bowed beneath the werght of decades"'

of the UFW when they are rounded up by the labor con- } ) SIS U

. The card reproduced above is drstnbuted by the._'
: Instrtute .of Social: Relattons, Off ice of Socral Devel-"~
2~ opment | of the: ‘Archdiocese of Newark It:is an‘e
fective: tool for spreadmg the: word of the boycot
‘to restaurant owners. - It“is Just as- rmportant to’ boy
cott-non- UFW lettuce, grapes and wine ‘when’ eatlng
out as.well'as ‘when:buying - for your. own ‘home.
' Smce ‘business cards. of: this:type are: farrly inex-
: pensrve Iarge numbers can ‘be distributed: wrthout ;
excessive:cost.- Perhaps you: could- encourage yourf
_drocese or parrsh to print up cards similar to- -this,".
and help the United Farm Workers spread the word
*about-"the struggle for justrce. :

fNON PROFIT ORG.*
s S POSTAGE
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~ In keeping with our understanding that peace education involves the totality of one’s life, and that there-
fore efforts of peacemaking and nonviolence should apply to as many facets of one’s life as possible, we de-
vote this second Peace Education Supplement to a discussion of voluntary poverty. In becoming peacemak-
_ers we must examine our lifestyles and make a conscious decision as to how we are going to live. We at the
Catholic Peace Fellowship see voluntary poverty as one of the truly Christian responses to this question.
There are many aspects to voluntary poverty, and many reasons why people choose it as a lifestyle. It is
- also very misunderstood by many. In the following article Mike DeGregory speaks of voluntary poverty in
.- - a Christian context. He reminds us that Christ came as a poor man to the poor. He also speaks of voluntary
poverty in the context of the present situation of the world. “To understand voluntary poverty as a way of
life, it is necéssary to first look at our world in which humanity is tragically divided intoa rich minority and
a poor majority.” . R N : - o ST
“ Mike’s article “Of Holy Poverty is reprinted from the May 1974 issue of “‘The Catholic Worker.” The -
Catholic Worker Movement, since its inception, has.embraced voluntary poverty as a way of life. We en-
courage all of you who do not now read “The Catholic Worker” to subscribe to it now. It is a penny a copy,
a quarter for a year’s subscription by mail. Their address is 36 East First Street, New York, N.Y. 10003.
. Following Mike’s article is a collection of Easy Essays by Peter Maurin who, along with Dorothy Day, was
co-founder of the Catholic Worker. : - : ' S SRR




OF HOLY POVERTY
by Michael De Gregory

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven.” In the Gospel according to Matthew these words
begin Christ’s first sermon to the world. This teaching is
central to a Christian life, and marks Christianity as the re-
ligion of poverty. Aware of this, the Catholic Worker, since
its inception, has embraced voluntary poverty as a way of

_life. Yet more than any other aspect of the Catholic Worker,
voluntary poverty is probably the least understood. In our
age, especially, voluntary poverty needs to be not only un-
derstood, but experienced in our daily lives.

To understand voluntary poverty as a way of life, it is
necessary to first look at our world in which humanity is ~
tragically divided into a rich minority and a poor majority. .
In the United States, the richest nation in the world, there
are areas devastated by poverty and hunger. In urban ghet-
toes and on skid rows, among rural sharecroppers and mi-
grant farm workers, material poverty is a fact of life. And
among the other nations of the world, the economic division
between the developed West and the developing Third World
is more distinct. In the starkest statistical terms, the priv-
ileged 20% of the world’s population control 80% of the
world’s resources. The United States alone, containing on-
ly 5% of the world’s population, consumes 50% of the
world’s disposable resources and possesses 40% of the world’s
income. Such statistics on world poverty and hunger abound
but their significance is easily lost in their magnitude. The
cold statistic that two-thirds of all deaths recorded each -
year in the world are due to hunger or problems arising .
from hunger is perhaps more comprehensible in all its ~
human tragedy. This distribution of the world’s goods _
does not abate, for whether it is within nations or between
nations, the clearest economic trend in the world today is
this: the rich get richer, and the poor get poorer.

A WAY OF LIFE

To speak. of voluntary poverty in this setting, to call pov-
erty “holy” as St. Hilary does, is to invite confusion and mis-
understanding. Yet as Dorothy Day wrote in the forties,
“We can only talk about voluntary poverty because we be-
lieve Christians must be fools for Christ. We can only em-
brace voluntary poverty in the light of faith.” Foritisa
paradox, like the Folly of the Cross, that it is only as we
voluntarily embrace poverty that we can overcome poverty.

However, the poverty that the Catholic Worker embraces
is not the poverty that the world knows. The poverty that
Jesus Christ calls “blessed” is not the destitution experienced
by the mass of humanity. Voluntary poverty is not material
-destitution, a want for the necessry food, clothing, and shel-
ter so essentlal to make a human life worthy of the name.
Rather it is a realization of what is actually needed, accom-
panied by a desire to amass no more. Voluntary poverty is
an understanding of the truth that the less we take ourselves,
the more others can have. It is to listen to the counsel of
St. Paul to “Let our abundance supply their want.”

Voluntary poverty is simply a means. We must avoid the
danger of making poverty a Christian ideal in itself. Man,
. made in the image of God, was not made to starve. Desti-
tution is not the poverty we seek. St. Thomas Aquinas
wrote that voluntary poverty “is good only because it is use-
ful to remove the obstacles which stand in the way of spirit-

ual perfection.” Even though it is unattainable, we are all
called to be perfect, so we are called to poverty. For vol-
untary poverty is not primarily a religious vow for the few,
but a responsibility of all Christians. Dorothy further writes:
“Once we begin not to worry about what kind of house we
are living in, what kind of clothes we are wearing, once we
give up the stupid recreation of the world; we have time--
which is priceless, to remember that we are our brothers
keepers and that we must not only care for his needs as far
as we are immediately able but we must try to build a bet-
ter world.”

At its deepest level voluntary poverty is a way of seeing

" the world and the things of the world. This vision is a lib-

eration from the concerns of the world in order to serve,
with charity and justice, both God and our neighbor in the
world. Essentially then voluntary poverty is an attitude, an
interior disposition. It is spiritual, a state of the soul. The
“poor in spirit™ are those who are totally open to the will
of God, whose only sustenance is the word of God.

A spiritual understanding of voluntary poverty may touch
to its depths, but it does not necessarily clear its ambiguity.
It is necessary that the spirit: of poverty become concrete, be
given flesh. To understand voluntary poverty as a state of
the soul is not to deny its relationship to wealth and matenal A
possessions.

In the Beatitudes according to Luke, the “poor in spirit”
are given flesh, are made real human persons. Luke writes

- very simply: “Blessed are you poor, for yours is-the King-

dom of God. Blessed are you that hunger now for you shall
be satisfied.” But to the wealthy he warns: “Woe to you
that are rich for you have received your consolation. Woe
to you that are full now for you shall hunger.”

Luke is not writing here to canonize or condemn any
social class. He simply expresses a truth of Christianity: it

s no accident that Christ came a poor man among poor men.

He comes to the poor, to those who have nothing and to

_those who seek nothing because it is the poor who are open

to him and yearn for the Word made flesh.




Although it is possible for a rich man to be detached from
his goods, and a poor man greedy, voluntary poverty is surely
not a comfort to.the wealthy and powerful. The Gospels are =~
quite clear: the rich man is told to sell all he has and give to
the poor, for it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of
a needle than for a rich man to enter heaven. And we are clear-
ly instructed that “you can not serve God and Mammon.”
Voluntary poverty is similar to the relationship of faith and
good works in the epistle of St. James. For its essence to be
truly spiritual, voluntary poverty must be manifested in a visi-
ble way of life. .

Some of the ambiguities about voluntary poverty are root-
ed in man’s uniqueness. Voluntary poverty cannot be regi-

" mented; in this it is clearly of the spirit. An individual’s needs
vary with culture and personality, often extending beyond
basic food, clothing and shelter. It is the degree of concern
about essentials that distinguishes the poor man in the biblical
sense. (Surely the man who suffers hunger as a way of life is’
understandably concerned about his next meal.) However,
Christians who are called to poverty and who are well fed and
clothed should not worry about these needs. Gibran writes,
“Is not the dread of thirst when the well is full the thirst which
is unquenchable?” The poverty we seek to embrace is an ab-
sence of such “dread.” We must believe that we are of more
value than the “birds of the air” and the “lilies of the field”
And we must be assured that as God cares for them He will
care for us.

The poor man is the person who prays simply in falth
“Our Father . . . give us this day our daily bread,” and who
trusts that he will receive all that is required. He takes to
heart the words of Christ, “Do not be anxious about your life,
what you shall eat or what you shall drink, nor about your
body, what you shall put on . .. Your heavenly Father knows
that you need them all. But seek first His Kingdom and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be yours as well.”

It is in seeking this kingdom that voluntary poverty is so
important. For the vision of voluntary poverty is a vision of
a new world, a world of justice and peace. The psalmist an-
nounces this coming kingdom in which “Kindness and truth
shall meet; justice and peace shall kiss’ Voluntary poverty
provides not only the vision but also the way of life to “build
a better world.”

POVERTY AND JUSTICE

The poor man is the man of justice. Eric Gill understood
this and wrote clearly, *. . . the poor man, in the Gospel sense,
in the sense of Jesus, is not he who has been robbed but he who
has not robbed others.” The Old Testament prophets shared
this understanding, and the early Church Fathers taught it.
The prophets vigorously condemned the causes of material
poverty as exploitation and injustice. And the Mosaic Law of-
fered legal safeguards for the welfare of the needy - in the year
of the Jubilee, for example. This spirit of justice expresses a
simple truth: What we have beyond what:we need is stolen -
from the poor. ‘We try to ignore this fact, to modify it; yet

- seldom do we face it and try to live it. But it remains the -

truth. The Church Fathers understood it and were faithful to
its teaching. St. John Chrysostom wrote unequivocally, “No
one is able to become rich without injustice’> And Pope Paul -
remembered this truth in his encyclical ON THE DEVELOP-
MENT OF PEOPLES in quoting St. Ambrose: “You are not
making a gift of your possessions to the poor man. You are -
handing over to him what is his. -For what has been given in
common for the use of all, you have arrogated to yourself.

The world is given to all, and not only to the rich.” On this
point the encyclical adds, “No one is justified in keeping for
his exclusive use what he does not need, when others lack
necessities.”

To give necessities to the needy is an act of justice, not an
act of mercy. Voluntary poverty provides a powerful means
of preserving justice without which love is impossible. And
as Gustavo Gutierrez writes in A THEOLOGY OF LIBERA-
TION, “If the ultimate cause of man’s exploitation and alien-
ation is selfishness, the deepest reason for voluntary poverty
is love of neighbor.” In this spirit the early Christian church
at Jerusalem held everything in comimon, not for any ideal
of poverty, but for a true love of the poor, so that “there
was not a needy person among them” (Acts 4:34).

THE WORKS OF MERCY

The love for God and neighbor / was the characteristic

of the first Christians. / This love was expressed

through the daily practice / of the Works of Mercy.

To feed the hungry, / to clothe the naked, / to shelter

the homeless, / to instruct the ignorant / at a personal
sacrifice / was considered / by the first Christians

as the right thing to do. / Surplus goods / were considered
to be superfluous / and therefore / to be used

to help the needy members / of the Mystical Body.

, POVERTY AND PEACE A
The poor man is the man of peace. To seek nonviolence -
as a way of life is to embrace voluntary poverty as a way of .
living, They are two sides of the same coin. The more we
have, the more we become attached to material things - to
jobs, to status, to security -.the more we will fear their loss,

* the more tenaciously we will fight to hold on to them. In 1968

Lyndon Johnson said tellingly to American troops in Korea:
“Don’t forget. There are two hundred million of us in a world
of three billion. They want what we’ve got, and we’re not go-
ing to give it to them.”

War is indeed the health of the State. Wlth modern econo-
mics so deeply involved in the military -industrial complex,
voluntary poverty is no longer a choice, but an imperative for
the man of peace. Nonviolence includes non-cooperation with
the works of war. Voluntary poverty.is a call to the works of -
mercy, which are the works of peace. So we must embrace
voluntary poverty and refuse to participate in the workings of
war, the defense industries, stocks and bonds, corporate
power. We cannot accept the comforts of a society which are
manufactured by the exploitation and even the blood of others.
And as our taxes pay for war and the weapons of war, we can
only lead simple lives in poverty and refuse to pay these war
taxes. The 18th century Quaker John Woolman urged his
fellow Christians to “Try whether the seeds of war have nour-
ishment in our possessions.” In the search for peace we must

_embrace poverty as a way. -

POVERTY AND VISION

The poor man is the man of vision. This was most certainly
true of Peter Maurin. Like St. Francis, Peter embraced “Lady
Poverty.” Chesterton writes that Francis was Tumbler for Our
Lady, and would often see the world standing on his head. He
concludes that this perspective was the most accurate worldview.
As Francis would think, were it not for the grace of God the
grandest buildings, the largest institutions, the greatest designs of
men would only fall into the sky. Francis thus realized his utter -




dependence on God for his very sustenance. Rernouncing all, he : °
exgected nothing, and was happy with everything. ' P e ier Ma WUFEm.
Peter Maurin also realized the passing nature- of the wealth of o -

the world; To the modern world his vision seems as topsy-turvy '

as the vision of St. Francis. The wisdom of his slogan “‘work, - » Easy ESS&“}’S
~ not wages” still escapes most unionists and clock punchers On -
* riches Peter understood that it was not that “you can’t take it -

.with you,” but rather, “when we die we carry in our clutched I WANT A RADICAL CHANGE -

hand only what we have given away.” Peter taught that it was . Modern society has made ‘the / bank account g

the poor, the “ambassadors of God,” who provided a service . the standard of values. / When the bank account / becomes the

to the rich by giving them the *‘opportunity to do good ” by Wta;eia:g e°§:$:?hgli;:;’;‘:::rl}afh?fegggg;n

~ freeing them from “the shackles of wealth.” He was not over- ‘has to supervise / the making of profits.
. looking the misery of the poor, but simply understood that When the banker has the power / the politiclan ;
true revolution liberates the oppressor as well as the oppressed. - has to assure law and order / in the profit-making system
In embracing voluntary poverty, Peter was truly a free man. When the banker has the power / the educator:

. S . trains students / in the technique of profit making.
He was free to thm]e, to work, to serve, to envision a new so When the banker has the power / the clergyman is expected
ciety. In such a society, voluntary poverty would be as natural to bless the profit-making system / or to join the unemployed.

as the law of gravity. Peter offered a wisdom which very few '~ = When the banker has the power / the Sermon on the Mount.
modern economists could dare imagine: “Everybody would is declared unpractical. / When the banker has the power
‘be rich if nobody tried to become richer. And nobody would . we have an acquisitive / not a functional society.

I want a change, / and a radical change. / I want a change S
. be poor if everybody tried to be poorest.” from an acquisitive society / to a functional society, B
Peter’s vision of a new society was essentlally spmtual HlS from a society of go-getters / to a society of go-givers.

" ideas are similar to another 20th century man of vision, ‘ : : ITARIA . i
- Mohandas Gandhi who once wrote: “Civilization, in the real THE PERSONALIST COMMUNITARIAN ‘ - T

sense of the term consists not in the multiplication, but in the A personalist / is a go-giver, / not a go-gefter. o
deliberate and voluntary reduction of wants. This al He tries to give / what he has, / and does not - '.
: . Iy re wants. ‘1his alone pro- try to get / what the other fellow has. :
motes real happmess and contentment and increases the capa- _ He tries to be good / by doing good / to the other fellow.
- city-for service.” Gandhi believed that true progress was found =~ He is altro-centered, / not self-centered. - ,
in the renunciation, not the accumulation of wealth. This He has a social doctrine / of the common good.

notion, shared by Peter Maurin, is the.opposite.of the materia- -  He spreads the social doctrine / of the common good

. through words and deeds. / He speaks through deeds
list worldviews, both capitalist and communist. Gandhi preach- o' Copo o' ords, / for he knows that deeds

ed a higher standard of spiritual well-being and insisted that a_ speak louder than words. / Through words and deeds t
lower standard of material living was an essential prerequisite. he brings into existence / 2 common unity, ) B
. He once remarked that for the poor of the world, God can only . the common unity /.of a community. ' .
- come in the form of bread. God can only come to us aswe. WHAT MAKES MAN HUMAN

- empty ourselves. Only in stripping away our possessions can

- we meet Christ in the service of others. We must become noth- To give and not to take, / that is what makes man b ’

To serve and not to rule, / that is what makes man human.

~ ing so to be filled with God who is everything. : o help and not to crush, / that is what makes man human..
, ' *  Tonourish and not to devour, / that is what makes man human.
AN SOCETY e, i s g,
what makes man human. an
) “In a sense we have come full circle. We began with an under- . that is what makes man human. / Creed and not greed: o
standing that voluntary poverty is essentially: spiritual, a way that is what makes man human. ~ "
of seeing the world. We also discussed it as a way of life, some- ' ;
thing essential to a man of peace and justice. And in a vision WHAT THE CATHGLIC WORKER BELIEVES
~ of a better world we saw voluntary poverty a’s‘not only a way The Catholic Worker believes / in the gentle personalism.
" ‘to that world but also as a measure of “progress,” And prop- = - °f traditional Catholicism. / The Catholic Worker believes
- erly understood, progress, like voluntary poverty, is “of the in the personal obligation / of looking after / the needs

spirit.” of our brother. / The Catliolic Worker believes »
' in the daily practice / of the Works of Merey.

As we embrace voluntary poverty, we begm to* ‘create a. - The Catholic Worker believes / in Houses of Hospitality
new society within the shell of the 0ld.” Voluntary poverty is . for the immediate relief / of these who are in need. :
‘a witness to this world and a vision of a new world. It is a call The Catholic Worker believes / in the establishment of

to share with the ha - Farming Communes / where each one works / aceordlng to v
~ earth’s fullnests'h -If(i)sq ;’ctacilsto ii:r(et?nt'ltlxeltr’ Su'ffecrl1 ttlg and the ~ his ability / and gets according to his need. oo
s. It justice and to protest- . qpe Catholic Worker believes / in ereating a new society !
the injustice which divides humanity into rich and poor. As within the shell of the old /7 with the philosophy of’ the new, =
we live to love both God and netghbor we n‘ught recallthe -~ . -© a plulosophy so old / that xt looks like new.

" words of John, the beloved disciple, * if anyone has the world’s :
. goods and sees hi ther i : ' :
g and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against  When someone / has something / ¢o natdered by the

him, how does God’s love abide in him? Let us notlovein :

._ word or speech but in deed and in truth” (1John 3: 17- 18) ;:r;z’rn“onmmah eﬁ ; ?ﬁﬁf :ﬁmx: ;g’nu;e;lf;n;mnm‘ngﬁ o
. of unselfish men / who are not afraid / to take the initiative,
creates the desire /- among the admirers / todlimbon -

. THE WILL ’I‘O CO- OPERATE

Additional copies of the Peace Education Supplement may be the ;
bandwagon / of men of initiative. / They want tobepart =~ -
obtained from: The Catholic Peace Fellowshrp, 339 Lafayette of an unselfish movement. / They are willing / to make mo'ﬁﬁew
Street N.Y,,N.Y. 10012 (212)673-89 90. : “for-the common: cause: /- So thie will to co-operate :
¥ - mmrwuttl oubedaring /ofnr.neitish men.r




