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REV., FATIITERS AND DEAR

On this interesting Festival we, doubtless, ha.ver
™ all endeavored to present ourselves to- God, after
the Blessed Child, with, as much as possible, the
same pure intention, and the same sincere desire
to serve Him, and serve Iim alone. For each of
us it has-been a precious oceasion to renew our
vows and call upon us all the blessings we need to
remain till death fuithful to our solemn érﬁagé-‘
ments. Muy our-good God give us clearly to un-
derstand the sublimity of our vocation and impart
to us strength to fulfil, not in part, but entirely, the
dutics it imposcs on every soul thus smnularly
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In connection with this beautiful Feast and the
renewal of vows with which it is accompanied in
all Communities, let me call your attention partic-
ularly to one of the three engagements we have
assumed, viz.: Holy Poverty.

The present hard times and the general antici-
pation of unusual sufferings through the approach-
ing winter, make it almost a- duty on my part to
address you.a few words on this important point..
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The tomb, which within scarcely more than two
wecks has closed upon four of our dearest mem-
bers, should have made us serious and attentive to
the warning of Providence. With the dawning of
a new ccclesiastical year, we should all, in earnest,

renew our purposes of amendment, were they to -

" bear (mly o the holy season cumpx ised between

the first of Advent and Easter. -

The poor we shall always have with us, says Our -
Blessed Lord, that wemay ever have an occusion
of acquiring merits in feeding and clotlnng them.
This is not intended for the rich only, but even for
those already bound by the vow of poverty. Alas!
who cares for the poor in this world of case and
comfort? Who feels for them ? Generally not the
. wealthy, but the indigent and the destitute. This
then is our privileged lot, to sce and attend to the
* needs of the suffering members of . Our -Bclov.cd
Saviour. Their calls this winter ivill probabiy be

frequent and numerous. TLet the doors of our
lIouses, and still more the doors of our hearts, be
wex open to thon humble lequcsls
Himself bencatli ihéir pa]lul coumcndnccs Should
we be even poorer ourselves than they, siill let no
poor be ever turned out from us hungry. Sym-
pathy for the needy was a prominent feature in the
character of all the Saints. o

It scems to me that all of us, Rclfgious oi‘ the

Holy Cross, might casily share in this blessed
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“more, unwarranted and dangerous indulgences—

.Jesus Christ. -
“ spirit witlr a'\\'ilL’Sllull?‘\vi?li.:l\ e renson to fear sad:
results for the Congregation?

“will take the word to themselves; and although

“cient impulse to all avound. .

) medllallon on - this cuxr(.nt‘(.'\pu.smon of the day,:;

last Ionrrcr \\uh proper cme and attention,

: éx'ty, we might well courrr:).tulutc one another:. for’
Jcsus hide _f‘

which applies qdmnrab]y t.o 0 Religious.
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work, this very winter; and while relieving many
a suflering person, we would enrich ourselves
with merits whicly thieves can never steal nor moth
ever destroy. To a good will, means abound.
Is there one among us who from this on to Easter
could not mortify unnecessary appetites and grati.
ficationsy or sensualities ‘and prodigalitics—nay,

and thereUy save daily-the ‘value of a few cents
and thus enable the ITouse in which he resides to set
aside every day a little assistance for the poor of
Suppose_we ;all enter on this
Noj; no: but a
spec'iul blessing upon each House mig'ht‘l_)e surely
looked for. Retrenchments glrc‘spokdn of in all
directions.  Our best Religious, I am- confident,
they are already known in-the Community- for
models of retrenchment in all things unnecessary,
they will be first in finding some new method of
saving, and will give in this, as in the rest, an effi-
Beatus qui intelligit
super egenum et pauperem.- Oh! the beautiful
words: Blessed is e that understandeth concerning
the needy and the poor, the'derd will deliver him
(Ps., x1,2) %

It will not be amiss 1o conscerate the following -

in the evil day.

« 1'ctrenclunent” and give cvery one an’ opportu-
nity of seriously examining what hecan “retrench”
from his usual course, without. peril to life or
Lealth. It will not take half an hour to find out
many an expense we could avoid, and many an-
other expense, already incurred, that could be made
Devot-
eduess and the want of it co‘lnc under that same
heading,.
treasure, where another is a burden, if not a scan-
dal. We must be contented to be treated as poor.
Should we gain nothing ‘e]se by this new general
effort but to conform ourselves to the spirit of pov-

Frequently one be‘comus a'resource, i

th(, lovc of. povuty is'the greatest riches of a Com.
mumty in'a mlht’ny ;L_nMSc, the word'* retrench-
ment” has another-and: ‘eyen higher meaning,
With sol.
diers in sight of the Luemy, the &mscof sclf-defence
prompis them to ercct, were 1t‘\only for a night, a
“retrenchment,” . or an ezirthen\wall, for pfolec-
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‘whoever feels morally certain that his health shall

_obediences with the fastespecially when protracted,

“fust-in the strict senSe of the word and )(.t might - .5

_cent of our tmvellinn‘ expenses; we paid c.very tax
. imposed by ‘General Chapters and at the time of

tion, to shicld the camp’from the projectiles of h
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NOTRE DAME, Nov. 21, 1874.

their adversari¢s. Inlike mannera soldier of the
oly Cross should never go'to rest but under the
safeguard of a retrenchunent,

In answer to various inquiries as to who is

obliged to fast on fasting days, I must state that

not materially suffer from it, is obliged by the law
of the Church.
few, comparatively, are able to discharge their

My impression, however, is that

and therefore are dispenscd. In doubt, oneshould

consult bup(.uoxs A'f"ain; one may be, unable to

abstam froin full’ meals morning and cvening.

But to be permanent and real, retrenchment
must begin with the heads of our Establishments
and in their general administration. In other
words, every House must be responsible for itself;
otherwise, a Provincial House would soon ruin it-*
self, simply 'by multiplying its foundations.: Let
me illustrate the above declaration by an example:

For the tw_euty-séven years that I was Superior
at Notre Dame this foundation never cost the
Mother-House in France one penny. - From the
first to the last, we paid evéry trousseau, or the
worth of every trunk for Priests, Br‘oth‘ers, or Sis-
ters who came out from Franée; we paid evéry

‘the memorable crisis that threatened the Congre .

gation in 1835, we sent on as a gift $3,000 in one
day, and $2,000 andther day. Our accounts wera
balanced yearly, nnd very seldom was Notre Dame |
in debt to the Mother-House. It gave us all here

a certain legitimate gratification, which I now wish

to extend to_all our Houses in arrcars with their
Provincial Houscs. Thcrefore,I hercby prescnbe"m
that every Establishment of the Congregation, -
whether in Europe or on this Continent, take with
their respective Provincial Sceretary immediate
steps, with a view to close up with him their own
accounts, by cash or promissory notes, so as to re-
lieve the Provincial Houses by the 1st of Jmiuary,

- >'1>875,»from-'all - suc}pforéign fresponsibil‘ivtics ;Aayg;r._y._;'b
“House to be responsible for its own debt.
‘sense dictates the measure.

Common
"Every devoted mem-
ber will see at a glance that it will make at onee
all the heads of the Congregation much more
strictly interested in llqmdalmg debts when rtstmg
exclusively on their own hands.

E. SORIN ‘o’s (e

Supemor General




