CIRCULAR LETTER No. 887

VERY REVEREND SUPERIOR-GENERAL

Gongregation of the Polyp Cross.

et il

FEAST OF THE PATRONAGE OF ‘ST.,J{.}SEPH, 1878.
Rev. FParners Axp Dear Crmprex vy Conist: ‘ '

What a beautiful Festival! It is only since a few years St. Joseph was declared the Patron of the Uni-

- versal Church; but in reality, from the very beginning, from the Stable in Bethlehem to our own times, he
always was the protector of the Church. The Shepherds, and afterwards the Wise Men from the East, come in
search of the Child and His Mother, and find both, according to the angelical announcement: but the Pro-
tector of both was also there, admirably fulfilling his Divine. Mission for both the Child and His Mother, first
of all, in what was to both more precious than life, their common honor; and. next, for the necessaries of life.
There was the Church, with its natural and indispensable Protector, who sces to its every want. But the ab-
solute need of such a Protector will soon appear more evident ‘and* palpable. . How, different ,the designs of God
from the designs of ‘men! What more Divine, more innocent and ‘harmless—what more worthy of the universal
welcome of “the"whole 'World, than_ that'ndmirable Holy Family, that sacred nascent' afid-saving Church!.:But
in’ God’s” design, that hédvenly Church”wis"to-meet, even from its ‘¢radle}’ with iiothing “but: opposition. and f per-
‘secution' froin those ‘it was'ifitéiided ‘16" save.”” Wlo'eould hive gazed- on” that siweet ‘dndiDiving Babe and the

‘countenance “of- His® modest ‘atid ‘delestial Mothér, and ‘conceivé, for.dmomeut, the least ‘ipprehension: of 1any

fearful design? “And et scarcely liad the Diving' Tnifant bgen lying thefe a? few:daysjein, o/ manger, when tthe
king of ‘the Jews, Herod limself, imagine§'there was-'a' ‘danger in ‘that'Childjand cresolved to fré¢ his*own mind
‘fromall 'fears -by~taking “fway HiSs 1ife. At onéé, soldieis”ire'sént ‘to”Bethleliéin/ withf one view:and:.purpose,
to kill the Child, even if a whole hecatomb has to bé saérificed'to insure! His:sliughter)1” Alreddy they are on
‘the oad; théy Will ‘soon” Féach' Betlilehem, ahd “inercilessly darry ‘it *their iinpious tand ‘crael orders, :1Roor
little " Babe! " Deat) " tender, ‘sweet * Mother! '$iho “willsave - yoil from’ the: Swords of*thatnblind Land vfierce
soldiery 7~ How swift 'the' feet of 'the 'tigers ‘thivsting for blood! = Tlity are already:néaring”the:dovmed:spot.
O Heaven! again, who will protect ‘thie Child iind His’ Mother!""In the grotto} all are’asléep :notva thought
of the'iniminent danger.” God Himsdlf Liis been wiiiting to the last hour, the midre:clearlytoimanifest the. ncedful
protection’ of “His' illdstrious’ Saint on “His' hew-bof and imperishable- Chureli. 1> At the slast *'moment,l'an .angel
awakes' the Protector and’ gays to’him: “Arisé, and take'tlie* Child “and: Hjs™ Mother,'wiid #fly“intos Egypty -For

it iwill Conte to"pass that' Herod will seck tlie’ Child to® destioy: Him.”* Tli¢ order admits/mo. delay sothe follow-

_ing instant Mary“ind ‘Jesus, under thi¢ protéction of ‘Jokeph,  wereon' their -journey, ‘directing their steps,ius

Josepli* hiriself léa'ds,"tO\iﬁrds’"Egy‘p;.‘”'Strnilgé and'‘uilooked’ for“as” the flight’ may appear, tlie: young: Mother, - - '

with-Her prééiots” - Burden: in ‘her urmis, follow§'in silénce:lier dear guide'and! protcctor: not /avwordsof tdomplaint
or of apprehension escapes her lips; she trusts in him and fears no evil. Possibly, before they had gone:ady
distdhee,” they’ h‘ea'x“‘fiﬁ"*gli:e‘ déad stillness"of ‘the *night’ the  screams”and “wailingl'of. the:ipoor rdesolate” mothers
whosé. childven “are cruélly sndt'qhed"’:f'roin"t}ieif_‘"l')'psoméf‘,‘ft‘d- be -killed: bndor” theirieyes. t=Dear:Mother ! how ciin

we thank enougl- the. divinely ‘instituted " protéetor-who'sived us!thé ‘persecuted Infant and: His Holy Mother

from a slaughter so visibly directed against the one who alone escaped from the deadly blow, beeause of the pro-
tection so timely.extended ? - This paternal protection he will continue to both through their dreary, long and pain-

ful jourgey. fo TBgypt; and for the seven yéats they will remain in exile he will devote all his thoughts and energies
to support and fo 'él)iéld the two precious lives Heaven has entrusted to his eare and protection. When he returns
to Nazareth he will continue still to his last breath to work and spend himself for the same. 'Who will tell our
happiness, knowing, as we do, that the saume Protector who so admirably protected our Blessed Saviour and His
Holy Mother, and In their sacred persons the Church itself, for some thirty years, still remains, and will forever re-
main, the same willing and loving Protector of the same Church, whenever and wherever his services will be ae-
cepted and his name'invoked with confidence and grateful lovel
ut how much greater should our happiness be, when we reflect that we, Religious of the Holy Cross, have such
a special claim to St. Josepl’s particular protection, from the well-known faet that our Congregation originated ex-
clusively under the Patronage of St. Josepsz; and that if, in course of time, we added to this glorious dedication that
of the Sacred Heart and that of Our Lady of the Seven Dolors, still never did we for a moment repudiate our first
allegiance, nor allow our boundless confidence in his powerful protection to slack or weaken at any time! Why?
. If two such glorious and greater names were thus added, and formed for us a list of Protectors in Heaven, with
a decided preference to the two recently given, what else shall we see in this mysterious fact but the deoing of our
first and only original Protector, who, in his unbounded humble love for us, has procured to our infant Congregation
-two greater and superior Protectors, rejoicing to be last where he was first, and giving us, as the best proof of hLis

interest in our little family, his wonderful success in obtaining for vs, in Heaven, two such Protectors, so much above -

gims%lf ? \ But where did he find them? In his own Family; and here again’see the stratagem of his love and his
... humility L B ) ) o B B ) . .
Like the shepherds of old and the Kings from the Edst, you may come'in seareh 6f Jesus and-Mary and find both ;
but will you not see with them the glorious Protector, Master and head of the House? Oh! we know how things go
in a well-regulated family. Inthe Houseof Nazareth there was a priceless Treasure. ‘Where was the key? In whose
‘hands did it rest? Like the great treasures of the earth, there was a double key to it. You may imagine who held
the two precious instrumeuts.  Sometimes the Gospel, naming only the Child and His Mother, may pass in silence the
name of Joseph; but he is none the less present there, by Divine appointment, the representative of the Godhead, and as
such receiving daily and hourly the homages and obedience of %oth the Child and His Mother. For thirty years
the Holy Family is regulated in its every movement by the same head. Not only the Blessed Mother, to whom
mnot a living creature could compareon earth or in licaven, obeys him, ealling him, acknowledging him as her
_lord and master, but Te Himself, the Creator of Heaveu and earth, obeys him in humble submission. Both tell
us, later on: “Wo have give you an exaimple, that as we have done so you might do.” Here are our models, our
authorized models. What more shall we need to curb our vain pride and hanghty self-conceits? Here is the Family
after which Religious Communities must be formed ; and in proportion, literatly and precisely, as they resemble
and reproduce it, they infallibly measure their own happiness, their usefulness an(f their glorious destinies. There
every soul lives by I'aith, Human comfort may be wanting, but an enjoyment that exceeds all carthly joys reigns
supreme and undisturbed among their fortunate inmates.

.




If, by way of contrast, you turn your eyes from that lovely sight, and examine those poor nominal
Religious, self-relying spirits, fault-finders, censurers of authority, always wiser than those over them,you will find
little to edify, but mueh calculated to ruin the spirit of Nazareth they deceive many in making themselves impor-
tant if not indispensable. Mind what I say, and forget itnot: Whoever has not the spirit of the Holy Family will
benefit o Community only in one way, viz., by going out of it. Look not to the number, but to the quality.
Twelve men sufficed, in God’s own mind, to convert the world. The Apostolic College was far better after Judas had
left it than before. May God free us—yes, such is my most earnest prayer,—may Heaven free us from all such as
have not, and likely will never have, the spirit of the Holy Family. ’ ' :

The Encyelical of our new Holy Father has lately told the world, in magnificent language, the evils of our present
time and the unprecedented sufferings of the Church. Hence, we must conclude that such a State of things cannot be
met successfully by common virtue. To maintain their ground, Religious Institutions absolutely require God’s Bless-
tngs. 'These blessings shall not be wanting to us if we are not wanting to them. C :

" Asfar as I am concerned, T am not in the least disturbed by the consideration of the evils afflicting society at
large. If God is with us, who can be against us? But the sudden disappearance of most of these afflictions, on one
side, and an additional increase of prosperity on the other, would give us no security unless we show ourselves Re-
ligious, living up to our Rules, and drawing down new blessings continually on our ranks by a close imitation of
the model Family, brought once more before our eyes by the glorious solemnity we this day celebrate.

I have been officiating here on the occasion, and must say that the day has been one of great edification and con- -
%)lation to me. Iam preparing to start with Mgr. Dufal, Mgr. Dubuis, and Mgr. Lamy, all desirous to visit Notre

ame. : :

To letters just received, I may say in reply that never did I enjoy a day more to my satisfaction, in praying un-- -
disturbed for my numerous friends beyond the sea. I am delighted to hear that Easter Sunday made so many souls- :
happy. May our:glorious Patron keep you all in the newness of life proper to this joyous Paschal time. C

B. SORIN, C.S. O,

. Superior-General, :




