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REv. FATHERS AND BELOVED CHILDREN i:N JESus CniiisT: · . 

i tr~nible wlih~ writigg ii~der s~ch o:ri n:\vrcii date. Th~ 2i:lth of .August is ti1e day of the. ~xecutio~ ·of th~ 
wic~ed l)ec-';~es .of. th~ 29~h of. ~~l!fC~, in ~_r:u~ce; ,~nd to:~orrow we may .hear of. the sad and lo~g looked-for ex
prils~on ~f: ou! Fath~rs.fro~ .. f>arls_, e~c., _tn tlte n~nie. of.ltberty I .. Let. us; pray fqr the. dear btrth-plac~ of our 
Co-ngr~g!J:tlOII. ;~~t I.( our. gooq }VIlli~. refused and mocked beyond the wa~ers; \ve must try to make It more 
~han, ever ~~c1ent m ~~Is Ne~,.'}Vorlq. , . , ... ; . ... '· •' ...... ~ . . .... ·. ·,, . 
, ~he opemng of ,our .sch~ols affords. 11~ ;all a prec10~s oppo,rtum~y by ~vh1ch everyone .of .us sh?uld: pr?fit 

in order to make of this scholastic . year, 11n 1l~prec.edent.~d s~ccess, not so much from ·a materutl pomt of VIew 
as for .. ~he. eternal. ken.efil .of.~he youth entrusted to .. ~ur ca~e ... " .•.. , . . , . ; .. ·. 

Hitherto, God· has blesse~. our efforts in many a place, . but not equally. m· .all;· and. where we have suc
ceeded be8t, alas I -ivhat dt room lEift for improvement! i To deny it, ,\rould .be .. an insolence deserving 'even 
severer punishment: What I \viuit 'in tlihr eircuhii:, is to hring our ,vhole Family to a new and lively 
sense of our duty. on the vital question of Catholic Education. . . · . ·. ··. . , , . · . 
. Tp_e. gaily 4itd un.h·ersal d~illana ~rom, the Qa~holic press, audm~ny pr!va~ )Iigh quart-ers; that Catholic 
educators should , not be satisfied. With. the mere name of, Catholic Instttut1ons,. ·hut should more amply 
pt:qr,e .~he [eal, a~d t~~rough 9it~q~l.i,city of th~. ~~~§a~}mi. inip~~te(i .~n. t~eir. schooL.~, .cannot be. set. asiqe ~-unfounded. 
Even.,what .. wa~ ·!leemed>. suffietont a. few ,years s~nco, does not. now.meet or 1!-!J.SWer .the mcre!lSmg wants. of 
tillage' r~markahle,, above all otli.ers, for its incessant progres~ in i,nfid(llity; materialism,and actual erijoymentl.. 
~~~ o.f 'vP.isJ:. ca}inp~, ~e JCt\l~ed. or. ~~i~~~d .a~y; }~!!ge~ ;~nyf! by,~ ~up~rior .• and .f!Jlle: tr~ining .in the positive 
teaclungs and moral. ha~1ts. ~f. r~hg!o~s, pr~~;~tly,El;'l• ,Wlth~o~~- whw~ .C:at4ohe ;Edt1cat1on IS ?nlY: I! name .. · Un-
9-erstand me well: 1 to-day, moretlmn ever liefore, ;Cathohc edu~t10~ ... ll.\!. ~vc pretend,to g1vett 1,!1 our schools, 
~~~lis fo,ro,t1f, you~~ ~o~l~ii?~vl~?~< ~f, J.?~yi~e.f,r~t~s. nior(l c!>mt>rehensi:ve:, and :developed> ·more , vis~blJ: sus: 
tamed by dmly Clir1stmn pract1ces, cl1cerfully accepted nnd faithfully observed. ~by, the~, as,, an · mdispen
sablc evidence of their ;initiation to. a Catholic .life, of • which .they may. well feel proud all their life, and 
iiot' ashamed 'or, tired;, as so ninny are, 'vhen. entering upon their dutie.S in' society; evidently because their 

· eitdy tmiiiiriii never ·made ii.· bnsiii t6 sbiiid ·tlliythiiig. · · · . - · . · · . , . . , . . 
. ·Of .every child confided to us. by Catholic. parents, we must, first of .all,, make a practical Catholic for ·life. 
f'hi~; !~, ,0~~ :~rS.tj~~~Y.';:: .fO''overloo~~ ,qr, :~~S_C~~.rg~ _i~: ne~~~~ef.tly, I ~V.o~Jd .h~ a ~cinO\l~~offe~ce .tO SOCie~y, and, 
a sert,<;ms sm .~gam~t .q.pd~ , . . 'Vr::, ~n?W:; ~y ~~~.I:~ .~he ;DlVl~e·:'Vl}rnmg ! .. '~JYo~ to, li1m ,w~o doC!! pegbgendy 
~be; '!~'ik..,,o~ qo~,.'' ,·. ~a,gh.: t,I,'!}e: a.; .<l~t~<t ~) p_r~~~te~- a_nd recCI ved, ~. ~ COlfl:;'ll()~. _Is, .. entered __ up,o~; Fith a .clCa:r 
obhgat10n on· our side, to triun that Immortal soul for the Court of Heaven. To one Jlssummg such a r.es.:-. 
ponsibility, that cchild. shall ·be,· the whole. year,· ,an. object: of constant solicitude; 1othenvise, there is want
tnf ,ey~~, a)3~~~eJ~t .. ~?~f!lo~,. ~9j1~t~ ;~ ·~r,itH.' su~li 'a. c~arge, ~one 1 l?u~ lig~t;:.minded, hfficer8: (!~n • trifle. " · ... · 
· •ro assist you som~what m. th1s. Jl1q~~ •. ~mP.~r.tapt ~.'}~ ~JffiC,I;llt. t~}t, l_et Jl:!O ,(!raw .(r?m _p,ers9n!ll e,JCp~nel\ce some· 

counsels and suggestions, whwh, 1f recmved 'Ill a spmt of hum1hty and true zeal, wtll not prove entirely useles_s 
words·.~ ·· ··-· · ... ·· ··.-, .... · · · 

ls~.'. \Vhcii)(n~'v schblar·i~ p~ese~ted, ~~ery pains should be taken to obtain from the parents a complete knowl-'. 
edge ofili'e same:· .This will be a mark of interest as ple'asing to parents as useful to those whouow step into their 
place for a proper training of their offspring. A quarter of an hour thus spent in earnest inquiry into· the past, 
the best and worst dispositions, the acquirements and deficiencies, the temper, the habits, the health, the intended 
career of the new scholar, tho course of. studies, etc., etc., the expectations, the fears of interested hearts, their 
special recommendations, etc., etc., attentively listened to, will form at once between the two parties a link of mutual 
confidence gratifying to both; when they leave, . parents will feel their child has another home, and not a hotel 
for a night or a week among 'careless strangers. Here begins tho sacred task to make of the new-comer n. 
Christian and a scholar, for both of which God's grace must he solicited, and suitn,ble attention secured from 

.. 



teachers and Prefects. For the fulfilment of such a task, I refer you to our Rules, which must be studied 
and scrupulously carried out, instead of personal notions and whimsical views, always destructive of all rules 
and traditions. . . . 

2d. I have just named two things ever preciol:!S to real and true Religious. "Why are they both so little 
thought of among us? And yet, is it not evident that having Rules written for us, we should consult 
them and follow them as our safest guides? Our first ambition should be to excel our . immediate 
predecessors, by a closer adherence to our· Rules. ·Taking ·our inspirations from the same Rules would 
have made traditions a treasure of which all Congregations, duly alive to self-respect, are justly proud every: 
where. I trust it will be su~cient to call your· attention to the above important points, to create an 
opinion, or rather to revive among you a sense of duty, from which no cureless or vain Religious should. ever 
be: suff~re!'l to depart. Let the _Rules· prompt and govern everything. Heaven will bless such a lawful and 
harniomous effort. . . 
·· 3d. Knowing the source from which to derive blessings in 'general; we now come to the special channels by 
which that· heavenly grace may be distributed· upon our. individual exertions, viz.: Catechism; Confessions, 
Communions', Religions Associations; Retreats (annual and tor First Communion), Spiritual· Reading daily, for 
fifteen ~ninutes, immediately before supper, the results of which can scarcely be over-rated, if properly appreciated; 
Here is the time .and place to explain regulations, to prevent disorders and kill them in their incipiency; to show. 
children that they are objects of real interest, and attach-them to the House, etc. . · · - · · 

But such a programme, you say,. will absorb all our time. ··what else have. you to do? ·when you have done as 
much in the-saving education of-children as St. Joseph Calasanctius, whose feast we commemorated· a few days 
ago, I will say, you have done enough. To his last breath (9~ years) his zeal. f9r. the education of children 
knew no bounds. · ' . · .. · • · · 

. 4th. To this day, the spiritual children of that glorious Sai'nt contin.ue 'the work of their Father, long since 
in heaven. They are everywhere the guardian angels of the poor little ones on earth. They venerate, 
they faithfully-fopow the traditionsand maxims of their holy Founder. Here is what I want you all to be
the-guardian angels of the dear young souls Divine Providence entrusts you with i sparing no pains to sow deep 
in their minds and in their hearts the sefid of eternal salvation, .to give them daily• proofs of your abiding 
interest in. their welfare; and this, whether directly or indirectly concerned in ·their happiness. · Oh; 
where a whole ·house is thus· heartily, dc_votedly, . continually striving for· the eternal interests of its 
inmates, God cannot refuse His blessings . upon it; it cannot fail to :be a success. 
. 5th. N:eed I recommend our publications to our own Religious, and warn them once mor<i against non-Oath~ 
olic and objectionable school books? ·we all kuow by this time that this is the chief. ground for the 
complaints alluded to above. . . . · · . . · · 
· .. 6th. Religious should show themselves everywhere, before their pupils,' perfect models, not only of virtue, 
but also of manners· and refinement. It is only· where both are united, that a. power for good .is created . 
among . chi_ldren~ . . . . 

'Ve ~ust impart a more . Catholic education than we liri.ve done hitherto; the iuriend~ent must be felt. To. 
this everyone must lend a willing and effective co-opet:ation instead of looking to the he:id officer as exclusively 
responsible ... 'Vhat can the head of n: House do alone? ~he head of the House must give the impulse, _but that 
impulse must be caught by all-around; the ·best orders of a General on a battle-fi{!ld, if not promptly obeyed, 'vill 
not prcyent a disaster. ·. ·. ·. · · · · · . · . · · 
· l\Iay ·.we all enter .. upon :ou.r. new labors in this religious spirit, rind the scholastic year 1880 and 1881· will 
soon -show what devoted -Rehgwus can do for the vital question of the day, when they use the: above means 
to secure the. blessing of Heaven. l\lay the grace o.f. God . be with you· all! · . ~ . ' 

E. SORIN, . 0. S. 0.,: 
Superior General. 
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