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CIRCULAR LETTER No. 116 

OF TilE 

VERY REV. SUPI~RIOR G'ENEliA·L 
OF TUE 

• 

~~nur;~,gFdillJn ~J 11t~ lo.l~ ~l;I0£1£1~ 
• . ! . 

NOTRE HAlliE, April 20, 1882. 
REv. FA·rJIERS A:ND BELOVED CHILDREN I:N JEsus CumsT: 

Once more, imperative necessity calls me to the shores of Europe; at least for a brief visit. Before-leaving, I 
deem it my duty to recommend my journey to your-fervent prayers. I will take the sea on the 22d, by· the City_ of 
Rome; 10 or 12 days later than I had intended, as no berth could· be secured hefi>re·- that time. Thia will account 
for the disappointment I involuntarily inflict u'pon those I had ~n'omiserl. tG visit, thi~ spring; a disappointment, ! am 
sure, more painful· to myself than any one else. This unavoidable absence, however, will not be l?ng, I trust; for 
I certainly intend, D. V., to return before the end of :May .. 9ne thing consoles me: I go again in the interests of 
the Congregation. Its trials in France are such as to' call for some· particular manifestation of sympathy at any 
sacrifice on my part. And' as it takes but two days to g•> from Paris to Rome, I shall not fail to obtain our 
Holy Father's blessing upon us all. . 

As the date of my_ embarking at New York is the eve of a _s__!!d_anniversa~y._yQ!l_may"-well iml!gin_e .. with what .. a·-~_ -..::_ 
·-heavy heArt I shall leave the shores of the New'World. But I must confess that, du~itig the past forty. years, no · 

event has mare sensibly and materially increa~ed my faith and confidence in the Blessed·,~irgin and St: Joseph than , .. 
the crushing and sudden calamity of t!.ie 234 of April, 1879. Humanly speaking,· it should have proved a death-
blow. For· a while, Satan may have 'indulged in such anticipations; but St. Joseph was entreated to take the 
matter in ·his own hand, and he did. And verv soon he showed tn ·the arch-fiend that she, whose blessed statue 
he had dared to drug down into the flume~, ~v~ ever able and ren~ly to ttssert her perfect· dominion over him, and 
thus give new evidence of the complete t:ulfilment of the prophecy of old, which proclaimed her own Immaculate 
Co.nception,.:._(Gen. iii, 15.) And now, to his det>p humiliation,· the wick eel one agai~ realizes that, however art-

. fully be may lie in wait for h_er heel, ·she will infitllibly crush his head. Every one ca1~ see here a new proof of 
this; and, indeed; such is the declarationon the lips ·of every visitor,.wheu .comparing the New Notre Dame with 

'the Old. · · 
In feeble acknowledgment of all that we owe to the glori~us Queen of our dear .home here, and to her be

loved spouse, St. Joseph, the Patron of our family and of our groui1ds, lake, river, and county, I succeeded, 
- twq years ago, in affiliating the whole Congregation of the Holy Cros:~ to the Confraternity o~ the HoLY FAliiiLY, 

which ·has been duly approved by the Holy See. The new ann beautiful chapel of the Sisters here ha~ been dedi-
. cated,' for the same reason, to the Holy Family.. On my retprn· from R·nrie, I shall make known the new Indul

gences and special en-couragements bestowed upon this Cl)nfraternity by our Holy Father. Meanwnile,I would 
earnestly beg of' every member of the Holy Cross, who has not joined it yet, not to fn.il to be enroll~d on the Fea;t 
or the Patronage ot' St. ;Toseph, 30th inst .. and thereby, secure the Plenary Indulgence offtJred to >Lllon the day of. 
admission, with.thtJ mmaLcouditious.. .The object of this Holy Confraternity is to honor the H·>ly F.tmily; that all 
its mt'mht'rs may study'and imitate the life of that Earthly·Trinit.y, ancl secure for themselves the protection of 
Jesus, Mary, and Jo:seph. Evidently, it is adapted to none better than ourselves.· In every way, it should be ollr 
OUJll c(;llfrateruity. I • 

. ~eed I !lay, while parting with you, for a time, that my heart remains with you all? I could not forget, even 
for a moment, u' :;ingle member of a family, which God Himself blesses so abund-antly every d,ay. My unceasing 
prayer· will be to see .you again as soon as 'r may, ~nd to find you, if possible, even more attached and more devoted 
to the interests ·of our dear Congregation than I am myself. Pax vobis : Peace. be with you I 
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·'E. SORIN, C. S. C.; 
Sur•Enron GENERAL • 

.... .. 


