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" When I left New York on the 22(1 ult.,, I ant1c1pated a prompt journey, as I remarked in my cir-
cular of the 20th, relying, however, much more on your fervent prayers than on the pleasant season in
which it was undertaken, - I was not disappointed: your good wishes and supplications to Heaven smoothed,
not only the waves of the sea, but ull other elements through which I usually have to pass whenever
I have to visit Europe.

This will probably be ‘my shortest voyage; and yet, had it: not been for’ an unavoidable dela.y of

a few hours in Rome, I would “have reached’ New York this afternoon, and Notre Dame in less than

- 30 days’ absence, without hurrying anything, or neglecting any of the duties for which I was called.

See the power of prayer, when issued from pure and loving hearts' . Tl :

T X spent but- four-days in the- Eternal- City ;-and to my own surprlse “and that of many others I ~ob-""
tained, through the kindness of their Eminerices, Cardinal Slmeom Prefect of the Propaganda, and Car-
dinal Jacobini, Secretary of State, an audience of fifteen mmutes, at noon,-on Sunday, in which I found

His Holiness, even more gracious and paternal than four years -ago when I was admltted to the' Vati-

- can, a week after his elevation. “This time I was. alone with the: great Pontiff’ standing erect dlgmﬁed
| and majestic, and yet' kind and simple. He listened attentively to everything I said; replied in a clear
; and sonorous voice to every word -I spoke, and at the close, with a real and visible effusion of heart,

. he =olemnly blessed everything I' had named, and the hst was rather- Iong and comprehenswe, vw, all
the members of our Religious famlly, with all they have in charge (especially our precious Mrmms), our
benefactors -and the pious readers of Tug Ave MARI4A,” while holdmg the  journal in his venerable hands.

- Then he took me ‘into his prlvate ‘laboratory to show me something of his own work, and finally dis-
missed me, more delighted than I can well express, This 2d audience I shall never forget
Since a long time I had been acqualnted with Cardinal Monaco, Vicat of Rome, and Cardinal de Palloux,
I visited both, at leisure and great interest. Last, but not least, I paid my homage to the venerated‘
tomb of the saintly Pio Nono, at St. Lorenzo. Oh! what a .refreshing sight! what a consolatlon for me
who knew him so welll The crowd of pious \voraiuppers never decreaaes On my return to Paris, on
" \Vednesday mornmg, I found an increase of 23 students in our college’ since my arrival the week be-
fore making an actual fotal of 825, which is 75 more than ever before. Tae spirit of the collerre is
" also greatly lmproved and every way gratifying and promising. The Rev. Presndent is very anxious. to
' open immediately a regular correspondence between his flourishing Instltutxon and Notré Dame:in the
Scmorastic. Both will -gain by it. On Thursday forenoon, I presented our new Provincial to his Emi-
nence :Cardinal Guibert, whom I huve known ‘for 30 years; we spent with him a most delightful hour.
- My other. visits in' Paris were but few, but not useless, as you will soon learn.’
On Saturday morning, I left for the sea, in company with the venerable Bishop La Fléche, of Three Rwers, ’
‘and two Rev. gentlemen. These lihes may- reach you a few hours sooner than myself; -but my heart .
- goes ahead of the message. It never left you. Once more, I thank all, in ‘proportion as they prayed

i

for the success of my trip.
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. Your devoted - o !

E. SORIN, C.S. C.,

SUPERIOR GENERAL.




