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On this beautiful Fenst our glorious Patron presents himself to our veneration and love with such majesty that
even the coldest hearts, if at all governed by the teachings of the Church, cannot remain indifferent, in presence of
the unspeakable honor conferred on him by God Himself. IIad there been a holier and more perfect wwoman on

_carth than Mary, she, and not Mary, would have been chosen and made the Mother of Je esus; and, likewise, if there
’,had been a holier and more perfect man on earth than Joseph, he, and vot Joseph, would have’ becn =elected to be
the Spouse of Mary and the Poster-l‘ather of Jesus, her Divine Son.  Who could doubt it? - '

Gar Congregation, having been at first dedicated to St. Joseph, and started in life (1822) under the paimnage of tlus

. glorious Patriarch; having received, year after year, su mauny blessings through his mtereessmn no member of our
little family should be surprised, but ali, it seems, shoulil feel pleased, and even delighted, to learn, at the approach of
* his month, that we intend, this year, to honor him through the 31 days of March, as we never did before; or, rather, -
““to commence and continueé a tribute of praises and thauke, as if we had never yet offered him any praises-or thanks; -
for all he has done for us during sixty years. Sixty years! Nearly 22 ,000 days, every one of which marked by
~some special proof of his paternal, tender solicitude!" We admit the fact; indeed we realize it’; and yet, where
are the evidences of our gratitude? We hate even the smplutm of ingratitude. \Tothmg is more humlhatxnw
before our fellow-beings. Can it be less odious, when it surges from insensible and stony hearts against Heaven? -
~ Alas! here is a wide field open to each of us for meditation,—a ﬁe]d covering years, poesﬂ)ly the best of our life.

"+ Oh, what a thought for u soul not yet absolutely lost to a' due sense of honor! Receiving and receiving for so '

_ Jong, every day, every hour of the day, and making such poor returns! DBefore God, who sectli all, we plead
guilty. Could we stand the same interrogatory more easily before our Blessed Mother? I can speak but for
myself. Before her, above all, I confess I feel guilty of that very sin I hate most—ingratitude. But what
makes my puilt worse, and \v1thout a shadow of attenuation or-excuse, is, that it always was in my pox\ er to show
- my gratxtude Would:to God I 'alone were forced to make' such an acknowledgment!

But let us return to St. J oseph. Can we suy that to him at least we have done _]ust:eé? We should forever feel
grateful to Gud for p acing us at first unfler the protectmn of a Saint He meself }ns honored above all Lhe saints
in heaveu. ~To him' He entlusted an office never commltted to any other mortal viz : that of protectivg His
Divine Son' and the honor .of His Blessed Mother,. as also that of represénting Him on earth, as holdmg :
for Jesus the place of His Father in heaven, \Vhen we cousider the extraordinary mission of our glorxous Patri- -

arch upon earth, we readily confess tlnt he must have been the “ just man” by excellence, or the man ho pos-
" sessed all virtues in the plenitude of perfection. The Holy Seripture tells us that “God gwes a holy wife to 2
holy husband, as a reward.” Ilence we may conclude that St. Joseph was the hohest of men, as he was choseu‘
to be the Spouse of the lLoliest woman that ever lived. :
- ‘The Feast of the Espousals reveals to us no human seheme, but a design wholly divine. God Hlmcelf and
He alone, had, in His eternal counsels, decreed and pre—armuged the mysterious union commemorated in this Fenst; -
He Humself had fitted Mary and Joseph for each other in grace, as He had done for Adam and Eve in nature. -
To form an idea of St. Joseph’s perfection we must contemplate the perfection of Mary lierself. The difference
is immense ; but the resemblance is striking, Both Were of the sanie royal f'amﬂy of David; thevsame blood: ran
through their veins, as the same senliments of piety moved their hearts. Most probably St. Joseph had been
ganctified in his mother’s womb, thereby becoming an angel in the flesh, free from all concupzscence, frec from all
rebellion of the senses. Such elevation above all dangers from the flesh fitted him for his exceptional mission ;
for if our Blessed Lord would entrust His Virgin-Mother after His dcath but to a vnrgmal disciple, a fortiori
would He not entrust her through life but to a vu'gmal Spouse.
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Who could imagine an union more pure, more holy and moré sublime? In ordmary marriages the virtue of vir-
ginity was excluded ; here virginity is the basis of the alliance. Had not the Blessed Virgin resolved to remain a
virgin, she would never have become the Mother of God. “Had not .St. Joseph resolved the same, he would never
have been the Spouse of Mary. Such was the espousal of Mary and Joseph, one not of nafure but of grace, a
“heaven-inspired act, the union of virginily to virginity, thau which. nothing is more divine save the hypostatic union

" of the Word with our human nature in one person. Oh! how St. Joseph rises when . we pause to consider his -
. grandeurs and merits! How well entitled to our veneration and praises! And yet we do so little to acknowledge
the honor of his protection. Had we proved ourselves truly grateful, blessings and blessings would have been
.poured upon us without number. ~Let us finally awaken to a sense of our obligwtinnl, and interests, and try to con-
vince him every day of his month that we are resolved to make up for pust negligences, and daily to perfect all
' our sentimentis of filial devotedness towards him, .

As a test of his forgiveness and fatherly love, let us entreat lnm through his month to fill up our Novitiates with -
worthy candidates. Let our teachers place their pupils under his special protectlon If all our schools are made
pious, they will undoubtedly yield more and better vocations. . Such will be the chief object of our petltxons every- -’
where: new and good aud solid vocations. May our prayers deserve to be heard and granted! _ 4 ‘

As members of a teaching Order, let us bear in mind a most important truth, viz.: that, by a series of- miracles,
Tesus prepared for Iimself a virgin Mother aud a virgiu Guardian, that He might be cared for exc}uswely by
vxrgxnal hands, move under virginal eyes, aud rest ou virginal hearts.  Here is the .secret of true Rehgxous

- .teachers’ successes.+ Let our Novitiates be the engrossing thought of our family next month. St. Joseph must be

- entreated by every member. to take cIa‘trge of our Novices, to multiply their number, and, ahove all, to increase
their virtues and quahﬁcfluons o » : g
— ... Our_ Congregation_was. neur-,.suxumerous-as“atr-fneseut teaud-yet-we-have not one-half theiumiber we need “to—" """
meet the urgent appllcatmns cmltmually made upon us. - St. Joseph could double it in a short time. A few pious
and fervent souls might prevail upon him to do so.” . Can we not find in our ranks ten, or even five, such souls? -
Let all who know the power of prayer entreat him, and give him no rest ;nml lre has filled up our Novitiates, . Let
him tal\e charge of them, and re establish in them the spmt of humble obedience and purity that reigned in his
own House at N'uareth ; that sll our Novices may prove, l‘xter, true_guardians of youth, as he himself was of the
Divine Child. If all our Flouses were blessed with the splm;,of St. Joseph they would undoubtedly succeed. But
f:las! some admlt other spirits; hence the paralysis—forerunner of a wreck. A
‘Let every Religious of the Holy Cross consider it a duty to redd atteutlvely, durmg the Month of St J oseph
our Consntutlons and Rules, from begmnmg to eud ‘

. E. SORIN, CSC.,

Supomor Goneral. )

Notr.—The most complete and most bmuhful Life ever written of St. Joseph is ptobably the one composed by eur own venented
and lamented Fathier Champoau, now re-edited in Paris, and nlagnificently illustrated in one vol., 4to' (price, $5.00) by Victor
Palmé, the chief editor in:France, We should, by all means, have it published in English. The illustrated Life of St. Joseph '
has been accomplished under the direction of the faimous artist, Eugene Mathicu, Twenty orie artists have contributed to adorn
this masterpiece by Father Champeau. Dear Father Champeau! how could I ever forget him! In 1840 I was ch:uged by our

-venerable Founder to receive him. . We made our novitiate together ; and, in 1880, Divine Ptovxdence called me to receive his last
breath in Paris, chmescat in pace!
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