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·REv. FATHERS A~D BELOVED CHILDREN IN JEsus CIIRisT: 

A~ we grow in years, we should all likewise grO\~ i~ wisdom, in virtue and p~rfcctiori; for each day brings 
us nearer to the Supreme Tribunal, whose sentence IS Irrevocably to fix our dcstmy fo1· ever and ever. What 
a thought! or rather, what a reminder of an-unavoidable fate! and yet, how often we forget it! Just now 
an cxcc!Icnt Sister of ours is dying! ·. . · . · . 

There is, among thinking, serious minds, a prevalent impression that this present year of 1886 \Viii be one 
out of the ordinary run; one that will makc•an epoch in history. Indeed, there arc-under our eyes som~ 
vital 'social problems, the solution of which. seems urgent. Thcy.bccomc, day by day, not only a greater 
puzzle, but a more formidable threat' to the peace of society at large. Whilst I write these )incs, 1000 work- · 
ing men in South Bend arc actually striking. . . · . . . . 

But such grave· social questions arc not to be solved by poor, humble Religious, who have left the world, 
with all its troubles and vexations of temporary import, to fix, undisturbed, their minds and hearts on interests 
far more momentous.· They have chosen the best part. ·They will not regret the change of the unreal for the 
real; of what passes as a shadow, for what will remain ctcrnall y. · · . . · ' . • . 

Yct;whcn \VC sec so many honest men anxiously searching in v_.'lin for a,curc of gravc,'though transitory 
disorders, it leads tis to pause and examine if we really feel as deeply concerned in the prosecution of our eternal 
interests .as they arc in trying to eradicate the various roots of poisonous temporary evils. 

While '~c profoundly deplore such a sad state of things, and pray God to save society from ruin, we nat- · 
urally feci' an increasing .responsibility urging. us to come to the rescue of th~ human family, everywhere 
sensibly dccayii1g, and, for its restoration to health and vigor, looking to nothing short" of a miracle of Di\·inc 
aracc. Now is our .time to show ourselves true soldiers of the Cross, fighting under our noble standard the 
battle of the Lord against all enemies, and, above all, placing. and fixing our hopes of success, iwt in any hiunari·. 

·means, btit unhesitatingly in the sure and infallible ac;sistanctdrom Heaven. · , · . . . . . . · 
. Now, to secure the powerful help we absolutely need in ordc1· to succeed in a task so far above our weakness, 
"ito whom shall we go"?.'. At thc.timc and from the place I write, for a Rcl}gious Family\v.hosc origin and early 
t~aining, whose very name for many years revealed only the glorious Patron to whom it was consecrated, there 
is scarcely a question; .for you have all answered a)rcady: to St. Joseph! ·I lqvc, indeed, .to repeat it, to each 
and to all: Ite ad Yoseph-" Go to Joseph!" Next to God and His Blessed Mother, he comes !irst, chosen· 
by God Himself for a mission immensely above :ill missions ever entrusted to· man;· not only to be the worthy 

·Spouse of the Mother of God, but to rt:prcscnt God ·Himself in the Holy Family, and to receive the obc­
<licncc of the Blessed Mother with that of the Divine Child; for it is written: Et erat subditus ill is. \\There 
is the saint in heaven whom God 'ever honored on earth in ,this· manner? There were illustrio-us men of 
God, Patriarchs and Prophets, High Priests and kings;. but none of them was cvc1' called father. of Him 
who was the Son of God. Another. J ?SCph-a figure of our incomparable Saint-had preserved for seven 
years the food of a w_holc nation, and of his own family; but to our great Saint was reserved the honor to . 
preserve, for all nations and all ages, the Bread of Etcmal Life. · }\That can be refused in heaven to 
one whom God'sSon Himself literally obeyed for thirty years on· earth?, "God's gifts," says Bossuct," kno\v 
of no change or repentance; what held good_ yesterday, holds the same. to-day and forever." No Saint tipon 
earth enjoyed the privileges conferred on St. J oscp~, the Foster-Father of J csus. Forever, in like · ni:inncr, ·· 
his power in heaven will remain uncqiiallcd, incomparable. . . . ' 

· vVho amon(T the saints could be compared. to St. Joseph?. The place he occupies in the Divii1e,plan of the 
Incarnation ol'thc Eternal .vVord sets him in front of1all, with the highest claim to our veneration and boundless 
confidence. 'This ·great mystcrr, from which the redemption of,thc world and man's glorification issued, vis-. 
ibly preceded all things in God's. own .mind. From all ctcmity His adorablc··wis_dom had, chosen: Mary and 
Joseph to give to mankind His own Divine Son as a Rcdccmc.r; these three-names wcrc'from the beginning. 

' so closely connected in the ctemal designs· that· they could never be separated. From ·this alone, everyone 
' may plainly sec the sublime and exceptionable sanctity of tl~csc two privileged beings. _ · 

. All readily admit thatit was.fitting that God ~hould prepare. the Blessed Virgin for her jJI'ivilegcd office of 
the Di~·iric Matcrni_ty by cx!r~or~I~nary graccs-:-as that .of the I~macul~tc Conception, and co~plct!! im.I_llmiity 

. from ·sm. · The holmcss and d1gmty of. J csus had made 1t a law of supreme fitn<;ss. But would 1t not be strancrc 
to suppose the same Divine wisdom neglected to prcpa~c St. Joseph for'thc sublime functions to which he \\~s 
called? Evcryth~ng in creation reveals" measure, number. and weight," or the most perfect .order; from the 
highest angel. to .the htimblcst soul, all moves in , adniirablc harmony .. ·Hence the, firm . belief that St~ 

· J oscph, being destined from all ages to fuJfiJ ~tich all-CXccp_tionaJ function in the pian of man's redemption, 
was accordingly and fittingly cndo\vcd, and blessed. among and above all men in gifts and privileges of grace, 

·next to his holy 'Spouse, the "blessed among women." No wonder th:tt so many saintly rind deep minds 
have firmly believed that, like St. John the Baptist, our holy Patron had been sanctificdin his mother's \vomb .. 
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Who could find in his humble condition _of a carpenter an objection to the grandeur we attrib.ute to our 
glorious Saint? The Blessed Virg~n herself would suffer even more from such a thought. Listen to the 
grea.t Bishop, already quoted, on this subject: "The Lord has sought unto Himself a man according to His 
own heart." Such a man, according to God's own heart, docs not reveal himself exteriorly; nor docs God 
choose .him from appearances, nor at the voice of the public. \Vhen fhe time came for a choice, God 

·looked for a man according to His heart, to deposit in his hands what He held dearest of all-His own. Son, 
in person, and the virginity of His holy Moth~r, the Salvation of mankind, the Treasure of heaven and earth. 
He sets aside Jerusalem. and· other celebrated cities and the great ones of the earth. He fixes His eyes on 
Nazareth, and in that small, unknown village, He singles out a man unnoticed, a poor working man, called 
Joseph, to entrust to his modest hands a mission with which the highest angels would have felt most honored, 
that \Ve might. understand that a man according to God's heart is to be sought, not in the exterior, but in the 
heart; and that hidden virtues 'alone draw the attention and esteem of God-Deus au/am intuatur cor. Hence 
the choice of Joseph to be the image of God the Father. What wisdom! what simplicity! what strength! 
"The world;" says the V c~1crablc M. Olier, "never saw such perfcction.'J . 

. This testimony of the saintly Founder of St. Sulpice deserves more than ordinary attention. "It was," 
he says, "an admirable sight to sec .the unprecedented virtues and perfections of this holy being." No: there 
had never been anything like him in this world; and this, because he was God's representative on earth, as no 
man had ever been~ · · 

·All panegyrists agree that he had received the most perfect and richly endowed soul after that of the BI.cssed· 
Virgin herself.· St. Francis de Sales is foremost am:>ng them. "If the princc3 of this world," he says, "·take 
such a laudable care to give their sons. the very best governors. in the land, why not admit that God, who 
could give His ownSon,"madc Man, a Governor who would be the living cmbotlimcnt of all perfection, to 
suit the dignity and excellence of the One to be governed-His glorious Son, the King of heaven :md carth:­
has actually done it?" "No, there can be 'no cloubt," he :~dd..;, "that St. Joseph was pre-eminently endowed 
with all the graces and gifts called forth 'by the unprecedented charge the Eternal. Father intended to confer 
upon him." . · · · ·, . ·. . · . . 

St: joseph has always been considered the grand model and most powerful prot~ctor of all 'Christian. fam-· 
ilics,.but espeCially of Religious Communities.. Where could ~vc find the vows of Chastity, Obedience and 
Poverty shining with· more perfection and brilliancy? Oh! the wc:>rthy and glorious Patron of priests and 
teaching orders! . . 

In the beginning of the-17th century, the Order of the Chartrcux was most severely tried. Subjects were 
wanted in all its ~ouscs, and the N ovitiatcs were empty .. Desolation was spreading; the great Order seemed to. 
be at' an end. No remedy could )Je found but prayer; when, all at once, a resolution is. reached. and corifi­
_dcnce restored~ The venerable Order is· solemnly placed under the Patronage of St. J oscph. The decree is. 
'received, and carried out cvei·ywhcrc with religious enthusiasm. From this very moment candidates arrive· 
from all parts; the Novitiates arc filled, and very soon all vacancies arc again abundantly.supplicd. This'is. 
·a striking proof of ~ur great Saint's marvellous readiness and power t~ assist Religious Congregations; but · 
it is an example among thousands. ·Who <;ould number the Houses or individual members avowedly· saved 
from ruin by the same glorious Protector, piously invoked? Whcri, and where, did he refuse· an earncst.and 
heartfelt supplication?. St. Teresa alone would suffice to cst:iblish our qoundless confidence in his extraor-
. <!inary protection. Out of sixteen monasteries .she founded, she consecrated thirteen to St. J oscph. : " I do ·not 
remember," she writes, "a si1}gle instance of his refusing any of my requests. It is.somcthing marvclloits to · 

. recall the favors of every kind that God has granted me; and the multiplied perils of soul and body fi·om \vhich 
· He has delivered me, through the means of my beloved Saint. God seems to have gr:tntcd ·each one of the 
· other saints a special power to assist-us in, particular circumstances;. but, visibly," St. Joseph may assist and .save 

us in all necessities; experience proves it; a·nd thereby our Blessed Lord reminds us that, as He was Himself 
.. submissive to him upon earth in everything~ He is willing, even in heaven, to accede to all his desires. ·After 

.the lono-.cxperierice I have had of his innumerable favors, I would wish to persmide everybody to take him' 
for Pr~tcci:or. If :ttiy one finds it hard to believe me, for God~s sake let him h-y him; experience will 'soon· 
teach him how good it is to seek and secure the protection of this glorious Patriarch, altd to be numbered 

, ·among his devout clients.". · : · · : · · . . . · . . 
Surely, we shall not rank among those who find it hard to believe the declaration of St. Teresa .. · .• But, 

without proving unbelievers, can we say that we fullyshitrc in her bo.undlcss faith towards ·har beloved Saiut .:' 
Oh! how I \\;ish I could! . Let C\~cry one of us try to imitittc this noble soul in her devotion to St. J oscph. 
"She owed hi"m," as she says," an immense debt of-gratitude." How did she pay it? admirably! Prompted b)· 
her generous and .loving gratitude, she devoted her life to his service and to his praises, and more than miy one, 
else, even among the saintsofGod, shq made him known·arid loved as ~he choice' of her seraphic soul, the first 
an'd greatest saint in heaven. . · ·. · · · · . · ·, . , · 

This naturally leads us to a test. - "\Vhat have I done," each of us will say, ''to prove my devotion ami my 
gratitude to St. J uscph?" Anyone truly devoted to this great Saint, the first Protector of our Congregation, who 
has done so much, in both hemisphercs.for us all, would have proved, with his·hcl1> alone, a model Religious 

. -an acquisition to the Community! ·What have I done in it and for. it? . Many have spent thcm'sclves· for its 
·welfare and success, and their names, under the direction a.nd protection· of ·St. Joseph; arc, undoubtedly, 
, ·registered in the Book·of Life .. But, alas!· I never was but a poor, useless member, indolent, irregular, seck-· 

in(J' for case and comfort, praises rind vainglory~.a worldly man in the garb of :Religion! . . . 
. May God forgive m~ my numberless infidelities, this year of merciful forgiveness! 'l\fay St. Joseph listen 

to· the prayers, in my behalf, of his dear family during this prcciotis month consecrated to hin-i! But I 11iust and· 
willt;cpair the past: i:o my last breath, I will live a repgious life, und~r the loving care of St. J oscph; I will pray 
to St. Joseph every day that, instead of poor me, he may bring to the Congregation all the help it needs to fulfil 
God's merciful designs.. Oh! that I might proc~trc dozens of tr.uc, devote(} Chris~ian souls to atone for ,my· 

;wantof zeal and rcal.p1cty!, The above cxprcsswns may not voice the exact :fcchngs. of all; but 'they most· 
. certainly do mine. ' · · · · 1 · • 

· ·Never .did it' appear to me more evident that if a saint had come here in my'placc, on the banks of St . 
.T oscph's River, in St. J oscph's County, by the _sjdc of' St. J oscph's dear and beautiful Lake, St. J oscph would 
have very soon givcn'him a family of sain~s, ever increasing to meet every want of the larid. May you all see 
how much you must pray for ·. .._; · · ·'. ' .. , , · . · 

· ' · · . . ·Yours dcvotcd,ly, · · · · 
· · · E. ·soRIN,_9~ s .. c~,. 

· :-' · · · Superior. ~cneral. 
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