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CIRCULAR LETTER NO. i3 

OF THE 

' ' 

~Very Rerv! SU:PERIOR GENERAL 
. . r;: :. 

Ol" THE 

NOTRE DAME, IND., JuN~ 6, 1887~ 
REV. FATHERS AND BELOVED CHILDREN IN JESUS CHRIST: 

I ·h.ave ·th~· pl~~s~re of informi~g ;o~· of the approbation by the Holy See of the Acts of our 
last General Chapter, held here in August t886. . You will all feel glad, I am sure, to see that 
not only the approbation is complete . ahd 'unexceptional, but' even accompanied with. precious and 
Unprecedented :• praises, Which Should i'prOVCHto each ·anu· to 'all of' US a most efficient ~encouragement 
in our daily1:exertions for the ·advpncement- of·: otirl: beloved.' Cottgreg!ltion. L ·Indeed;· to' know,:·.from 
such'! a source, that tthe;!.Holy. Father. •is. pleased 1 with· the good .. will: 'and· devotedness of· His loving 
children, even in the far-away northern: part·•of America, 'is 'no· slight gratification to us 'alt' , But 
when :we hear ·of the; recent: proof , he: 'has- given ? us·~of his' appreCiation • 'of· otir mo~est labors, by 
offering us a_: ne~, and important· mission :near Caleutta:_in a 'healthy poi·tiori of Bengid-where our 
Priests, Brothers and Sisters will find a large field for an· immense good, we may well· rejoice'' a?d 
thank God tfor . the·, kin? and;;fatherly: feelings' of His. own Vicar upon earth,· and ·fry, more earnestly 
than .ever, to be .. worthy. of: them.'· Now, let me ask of you, plainly and squarely: who will vol
unteer . to go·? . 'fhe .Freri,t:;h ·and the. ~rig !ish are the languages . of the place with the Hindoostani. 
vVere' l thirty years ··younger~ I would register my name first. The call is from the Holy See. 
3 Priests, 5 or 6 Brothers, and 8 or 9 Sisters will be sufficient at first to. take charge of the mission. 

The Letter and the Decree . of approbation . are as follows: 
! .• ' .,,. 

S. CoNGREGAZIONE m PROPAGANDA SEGRETERIA, N. 5809 •. 
, .. ··• · .. ,... . .. '· ··,· " RoMA ii 12 Maggio; x887 • 

. R:.IC!·. :P·1• E~y~\.nDo So~x~, S~p .• G~n: Congregatio S. Crucis. 
R)IE;.:~PATER!l ·: ·"<·· ~~\ ···.!ii;~J\ ~.:. i ''• :·.1 ·q_ ;~ .•• !·~ •. ; ·.:.,_--.-· ,t ~~ ' ...... ..: •• 

' Post 'matunlm:' cxamen dnstitutum' circa •Decreta I a Capitulo· Generali isthis Congrhgationis confecta, 
Sanctitas Sua en confirm are dignata ¢st. . Approbationis Decretum· D; T ~ :his · meis' inclusuin h!periet; 
Nunc:.pergraturri mihi est D. T. significare::omni commendatione ·digitus habitas. e.ssc dispositiones'·qum 

. domum. S. Birgittm Romm existentem respiciunt: . Per. hmc enirrl'>Decretri statuitur.· tit- ·Rbinm'·domus 
studiorum altrix fundetur,.:·ad ·quarri'.dtio 'ex qualibet·istius' Instituti:'provincia •mitti 'possiiit"juvenes.' 
Hac ratione l fiet· ut in ·,·dies·! virorum .in . istar .Congrcgation:e, ':qui 'scieritia' ac virtute prmcellant, -'seges 
effiorescat,- ad. majus · Religionis ·.bonitinj a:d saluterri·· animarum · procii1'urid:i.m; ad. decus· :etiarri· .et horio~em 
istius Instituti augendum. Cum enim in hac alma urbe totius · Christiani · Orbis prineipe;- ac 'in ipsis 
Pontificunv .oculis·~.a? ··pietatem et. scientiam accurata diligentique·'institutiohe -juvenes · iriforniari· valeant, 
omnino sperandum est eorum operam, et zclum non parum · ad Fidei incrementum colaturum fore. 
Proinde Summus Pontifex prmfata Decreta enixe laudare, et 'CDinmendare non. omisit. . Insuper 
Sanctitati· ·Stim gratissimum. accidit · dignoscerc,• quod >pia domus ili••Statn Indiaria posifa;· ma:gnits pro- . 
gressus £ecerit,• ac: maxima ::cmpcri~ increme!:Jta~ Quaproptei·- Sitmmus_ l. Pontifex'· omnibuey:· istius Con~ 
gregationis membris, . ac prmsertim ,: n. ~ W :,· tdm 1. optime de· Instituto, cujus. prmsidentiain gerit, · meritm, 
ex corde Apostolicam Benedictionem- .. impertitttr/· :;l;' :;1.1 •· ·.:: ·, .. · ' 'l · 

Ego veio · fausta omnia TibPadprecor a Deo p. T. 
Addidits !;;;; •. '··;' ::' ·'''"· · ·" "': _·k 

Jo~NNES CA~D.: Sump:Ni; -Pri:Efcdus;, · ,, · 
. . . . · . ffi D. AncniEP. TYRE~, Sec .. · 

L ~. , •··~•'"·· _ _.,,,_. . _-·~ · ·' , pn~~~T~~~~~~t. ~:., : ~-~ ,·~·~~~~ ... :· ··~- ... ~·.t.· ~.~, .... :,\ ~:~ .. ·-.~·:·,· •. '·'·~·~~ 
'' · Cum· Decreta' corifeda a. Crt!Jit\do Generali' Cong•'egationis .a S .. Ci:uce dicto,: "mcris-e · Aug'usti; .. xS86. 

in pia' •Dorru)':N. D. 'du Lac;··sita' it1'.Statu.: Indi:hia habito,SSmo,n::.N::L~orii. XUC in.; .A;udientia-.diei 
' 2~( :Apriljs · ·1887 h Ri· p;· D.1'·D·Jirlinico · Jacooini . Arf=h • .'.(yr:erisi .S ... ,Cong~nis o~ P.ropaganda .,Fide~ 
Secre~nr~d .. relata·· ftieririt,, ~,::net it~ ~ua, · rc.: ~ature· :Pe:rP.e,?:~a, : e~de~ ~~ .. ~pP,~ob~~e. dignat~:· es!l Jk £·fa men· 
lege quoad Decretum s!!pttmutn, ut Supenor Generahs .. per .altos .sex .. annos.·•I1· Amenca res1deat. -

Datum Romm ex Aedibus S. C. de Propaganda Fide, 'die· 8. Maii, '·i88'7. .. •· .. - ·" · ·" · · 
' J OANNES CARD. Sn.moNI, Pra;fectus • 

. !f4 D. AncmEP. TYREN, Sec • 
• '' .:.: '~ ', :• ··.,'. [TRANSLATION.) 

VERY REV. EDWARD Sonrs, S!tperior-G,mera! of the •Congregatt'on o/ the Holy Cross. 
VERY REv. FATHER: · 

After a .careful examin-ation of the decrees made by the General Chapter of the Congregation 
of the Holy Cross, his Holiness has deigned to approve them. Your Reverence will 'find' the de-. 
cree of approval enclosed in this letter of mine. It is most pleasing to me to inform your Rev- · 
erence that the decision . regarding the House of Sta. · Brigitta, in Rome, has been found worthy 
of special commendation. A decree of ·your Chapter declares that a house of studies shall be es-

.. 



tablishcd in Rome to which two subjects from each province of the Congregation may be sent. 
In this way it will come to pass that the Congregation will possess a number of men excelling 
in virtue and -learning,-.who will . be able to advance the interests of religion; ·procure thf:! .-salvation 
of souls, :arid. _'adcr· ho~10r and .glory to tlic Instittite. · Ai1d, since in this city of Romc,-thc capital 
of the whole Christian world, and under the 'eyes of the Pontiffs themsclves,-young .men can be 
most carefully trained to knowlcrlgc and piety,· there. is every reason to hope that their labors and 
zeal will be of much avail in spreading the Faith. For this reason the Holy Father was pleased 
to bestow high comm~ndation and . praise ·upon ·the ·above . mentioned . decree. · 

Morcpver, it wa~ ·:a·. source of the 'greatest satisfaction to. his Holiness to learn that your pious 
foundation in Indiana. has made great progrcs-; and attained a . most gratifying growth. vVhere
fore the Holy Father cordially imparts his Apostolic bepcdiction to all the members of the Congregation 
and, especially to your Reverence, who have deserved so well of the Institute over which you, preside. 

Praying that God may bless all your undertakings, I am most sincerely yours, 
. · JmrN CARD. SI.MEONI, Prefect. 

~ D. ARCHBISHOP OF TYRE, Secretary. 

DECREE OF APPROBATION. 

The decrees made by the ~cneral Chapter of the Congregation of the Holy Cross, which was 
held at Notre Dame, Indi'a!la, in the month of August, 1886, wc~e submitted to his Holiness Pope 
Leo XIII in the audience of April 24 by Most Reverend Dominico Jacobini, Archbishop of Tyrc 
and Secretary of ·the Sacred Congregation of the Propaganda. \, · : 

His Holiness,. having given the matter serious consideration, deigned to approve · these decrees· 
with the condition, as regards the 7th decree, . that for six more years the Superior-General shall· 
reside in · America~ ' · 

Given at Rome from the office of the Sacred Congregation of the Propaganda, May 8, 1887. 

JoHN CARO. SIMEONI, 'Prcfe~t~' · . 
+ D. ARCHBISHOP oF TYRE, Secretary. 

DECREES OF THE GENERAL CHAPTER OF, THE CONGREGATIO:'< OF . HOLY' CROSS, HELD AT 

NOTRE DAliiE, AUGUST, I886, RESPECTFUJ.LY SUBMITTED FOR THE APPROBATION· 
· OF. THE HOLY· SEE, 

I 

I. The House of St. Bridget shall be retained, and made a House of Studies .. 
2. Each Province shall pay annually to the House of St. Bridget the. sum of 2000 francs; or 

400 dollars, whether two subjects be sent there or not, and the travelling expenses of tha subjects sent. 
3· Students in Theology and Philosophy may be authorized by the Provincial, in case of need, 

. to . teach an hour or two every day.. . 
· 4· The expenses of the Mother-House and the Procurature shall in future be met by the 
Province~, according to their resources. · . . · · · · ·. 
· 5· ·The Provincial Councillors arc. members of the Provincial. Chapter.. . 

6. The N oyitiate shall last for two years . to be . passed in the House of · the Novitiate. 
'7. · During· the. six years between the present and the. next General. Chapter the Mother-House 

shall be . retained ·in Indiana. · · 
MGR. DuFAL, Procurato1·-General. E. SoRIN, Superior-General. 

I 
. These .Decrc~s are now: binding, and no dispensatio,n whatever should be expected from any of 
them. Each Province should . send to Rome;, next September, its' two ecclesiastical students-those 
best qualified by virtue. and talent to do . honor to the Congregation. · · . -

, Now is the time, on the eve of· parting with your pupils:-a}as! with some possibly for ever
to remember what has b~en so. urgently pressed ·upon .the attentiOn of our best Religious, namely, 
to secure some precious vocations . from. among their very best scholars. Indeed, it would look 
strange to close a large school without such a living proof of the zeal of its teachers. The fact 
alone of closing our schools in the beautiful and rich month consecrated to the Sacred Heart <Tives 
us. a new assurance that 'tliose: of our pious teachers, who ."will propedy draw the hearts of .their 
innoce.nt 1;m~il~ to this inexha~stible ce~tre of .all. bles~ings, will 1_1~t return home . alone. While your. 
Supenors rcJ.OICe at. t~e ~heermg thot~ght of soon ·seet~g you agam. at. home,. le.t t~em be ,spared,. t!1is 
year, the pamful ·obligation of refusmg the requests of. worldly-mu).ded. subjects, m regard to vtstts, 
journc~s, ·absences, etc., which amount to ·nothing b~t :the. !~ss, of .. \vhat. little· ·piety may· be left. Let 
all shnnk from unnecessary expenses, and make 'the vacafton. a 'time to .renew and perfect the best 
habits of devoted, . cxcmp,lary and efficient . teachei·s; . . . 

E. SORIN, C .. S.C., 
Superior General. 

·: ·.· 

• 


