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. NOTRE DAMD I‘ID., JUNE 6 x887
Rev. FaTners AND BELoVED CHILDREN IN Jesus CHRIST:

s

I have “the" pléasure of mformmg you- of the approbation by the Holy See of the Acts of our
last General -Chapter, held here in August 1886. , You will all feel glad, I am sure, to see that
‘not only the approbation is complete -and ° unexceptxonal but' even accompanied with precious and
unprecedented :praises; which should ¢provei'to each 'and--to- all of - us ‘a-most efficient * encouragement
in-our daily:.exertions for the ‘advancement. of” our: beloved : Congregatzon. i~ <Indeed; to’ know, from
suchia source, that ithei: Holy ' Father. is _pleased { with * the ‘good- will: "and- devotedness of - His Iovmg
children, even in the far-away northern part:of . America, ‘is ‘no~ shght grat:ﬁcntlon to us ‘all, ' But
when ‘we .héar :of ' the: recent  proof ;he ‘has--givén 'us“of his’ apprecxatxon ‘of our modest labors, by
offering us~d:new:and important- mission ‘near Calcutta—in a thealthy poition of Bengal—where our
Priests, Brothers and Sisters will find a large field for an’ immense good, we may " well ' rejoice’arid
thank God :for the:kind and:ifatherly:feelings: of His'own Vicar upon earth,-and ‘try, more edrhestly
than ever, to be .worthy. of: them,: Now, let me ask of you, plainly and squarely: who will vol-
unteer to go? The French and the. English are the languages of the place with the Hindoostani.
Were: I thirty years “younger, I would register my name firsf. The call is from the Holy See.
3 Pnests, 5 or 6 Brothers, and 8 or g Sisters will be sufficient at first to take charge of the mission.

The Letter and the Decree! of approbation are as follows:
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B LAt ROMA 11 12 Maggzo, 1887
Raxyo, . D.- Epvarpo Sonrix, Sup.—Ge:z. Congregatro S Cruczs.

RME.\P{ATER‘ R I L AL T R R P T

-~ Post ‘maturum:éxamen : mstxtutum circa Dccretn a qultulo Gener'xh istitis Congregatxoms confecta,
Sanctltqs Sua ea confirmare dignata gst. Approbationis Decretuin- D:-T. 'his" meis' inclusum reperiets
. Nunc: pergratum mihi-est ‘D, T. significare. .omni commendatione - dtgnas habitas ~esse dispositi ones - que
- domum S. Birgitte Romm existentem respiciunt. ~ Per hec enimDecretd ‘statuitu’ ut-“Romedomus
studiorum altrix fundetur, -ad “quam’. duo 'ex qualibet -istius: - Ingtituti: ‘provincia ‘mitti “possitit* Juvenes.
Hac ratione: fiet- ut in-dies® virorum .in .istas Congrcmt:one, .qui sciefitia® ac ' virtute ’pi‘mcellfmt “‘seges
efflorescat, -ad majus - Religionis ‘bontin; ad salutem” animarum - procmund'zm, dd. décus- -étianm- et honox;em
distius Instituti augendum. Cum enim in hac alma urbe totius Christiani- Orbis principe; ac ‘in ipsis

Pontificum: oculis.ad - pietatem. et .scientiam accurata dlhgcntnque ‘institutione’ -juvenes : iiformari- valeant, -

omnino sperandum est eorum operam, et zelum non parum’ ad Fidei incrementum colaturum fore.
Proinde Summus Pontifex prmfata Decreta enixe laudare, et ‘commendare non omisit.  Insuper

Sanctitati- Suz gratissimum . accidit’ d:gnoscere, quod -pia domus’ it 'Statu Indiana posita;” magnas’ é)ro-‘

gressus fecerit,: ac:maxima: cazpcnt incrementa; Qmproptex Summus * -Pontifex! ominibug” istius Con-
gregationis membris, -ac presertim<D, Ty tdm* optime de- Instxtuto, quus prmsxdentmm gerit, meritaz,

ex corde Apostolicam Benedictionem 1mpcrtttur. ShE et s .
Ego vero faustq omnia- T:br-'\dplecoraDeOD T ‘ T ‘
, . S ‘ Addictus e telorbe st wisie
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- Cumn Dccmta ‘confect'\ a quxtulo Gcncmh Conmeg‘ttloms aS. Cruce dxcto, mense AugustxuxSSé
in piaDome"N. D. du Lac)’ sita’ in"* Statu’ Indiana habito, $Sma.D. .N.. Leoni, XIII 'in- Audientia diei
24 *Aprilis- 11887 a- Ri* P," D "Doiinico - j’zcobmn Arch. Tyrensi S. ,Cong’nis "de Propag'md'x - Fide:
Secretario -relata fuerint, Smcntqs Sm, re . mature’ ;perpensa, . eadem . approbare digndta__est; ea: tamen
k:ge giioad Decretum septituim, “ut ‘Superior™ Generalis “per alios $ex. .ANnos.+in. A.men(i:f 'resxde'lt‘ ‘

Datum Romz ex Aedxbus S C. de Propa«mnd’l Fide, "di¢" 8. Miii, "1887. °

joANNEs CARrD. SiMEeONT, Prafectus.

Top ot pnd ‘ [TRANSLAT!O*:.]

" Very REev. EDWARD 'Som§#, «pemor- aneral of tizs 'C‘orzcrregatzon q/' the Ho{y Cross.

Very Rev. Faruer:
After a careful exam:mtnon of the decrees made by the General Ch&pter of the (,ongrecratxon

of the Holy Cross, his Holiness has deigned to approve them.  Your Reverence will “find the de-.
cree of approval enclosed in this letter of mine. It is most pleasing to me to inform your Rev-

erence that the decision regarding the House of Sta. Brigitta, in Rome, has been found worthy

_of special commendation. A decree of your Chapter dcclares that a house of studxes shall be es-
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tablished in Rome to which two sub;ects from each province of the Congregation may be sent.
In this way it will come to pass that the Congregation will possess a number of men excelling
in virtue and -learning,~who will -be able to advance the interests of religion;-procure the salvation
of souls, aid_add” honm and glory to the ‘Instituté. - And, since in this city of Romc,—the capital
of the whole Christian. world, and under the eyes of the Pontiffs themselves,—young .men can be
most carefully trained to knowledge and piety, - there. is every reason to hope that their labors and
zeal will be of much avail in spreadmor the Faith. For this reason the Holy Father was pleased
_to bestow high commendation- and - praise ~upon ‘the -above  mentioned . decree. -

Moreover, it wag “a’ source of the .greatest satisfaction to. his Holinéss to learn that your pious
foundation in Indiana, has made great progress and attained a most gratifying growth.  Where-
fore the Holy Father cordmlly 1mpa1ts his Apostolic benediction to all the members of the Congregation
and, especially to your Reverence, who have deserved so well of the Institute over which you prdside.

Playmcr th'lt God may bless all your undert'lkmgs, I am most sincerely yours,

Joun Carp. SiMEONI, Prefect.
R D. Arcusisuor oF TYRE, Secrefary.

DECRM: OF . APPROBATION.

The decrees made by the General Chapter of the Congregation. of the Holy Cross, which was
held at Notre Dame, Indiana, in the month of August, 1886, were submitted to his Holiness Pope
Leo XIII ‘in the audience of April 24 by Most Reverend Dominico T'lcoblm, Archblshop of Tyrev
and Secretary of ‘the Sacred Congregation of the- Propaganda. :

His Holiness, having given the matter serious consideration, deigned to approve these decrees
with the condition, as 1ega1ds the 7th decree, that for six more  years the Supenm General Sh'lll'
reside in- America.

Given at Rome from the ofhce of the S'lClCd Conglegatton of the Prop'tgandn, ay 8, 1887.

Joux Carnp. SiMEONT,” Prefect.
< D. ARCHBISIIOP OF TYRE, Secretar_y

DECREES OF THE GENERAL CHAPTER OF THE CONGREGATION OF HOLY' cnos’s,' m:Lo AT -
NOTRE DAME, AUGUST, 1886, RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED FOR _THE APPROBATION.
. " OF. THE HOLY: SEE. . : ‘

1. The House of St. Budget shall be retained, 'and made a House of Studies.

2. Each Province shall pay annually to the House of St. Bridget the sum of 2000 francs, or
400 dollars, whether two subjects be sent there or not, and the travelling expenses of the subjects sent.

3. Students in Theology and Philosophy -may  be authou7ed by the Provincial, in case of need,
‘to :teach an hour or two eévery day.- ‘

4. The expenses of the Mother-House and the Procmatme shall in future be met by the
Plovmces, according to their resources.

5. - The Provincial Councillors are membels of the Provincial Clnpter S

6. The Novitiate shall last for two years-to bé: passed in :the House of “the Novxtlate.

" During- the six years between the present and the, ne‘ct Gener'll Clnptel the Mother- House

shall be retained :in Indiana. .- . '

MeRr. DvuFaAL, Procurator- Gcneral e ) E SomN Suﬁenor-(;eneraz,.
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These Decrees are now, bmdmg, and no dxspens'ltlon whatevel should  be expected from -any of
them. Each Province should .send to Rome,. next September, its'two ecclesmstm'ﬂ students—those
best qualified by virtue and talent to do honor to. the Congregation. -

Now is the time, on the eve of parting with your pupils—alas! with some p0551bly for ever—
to remember what has been so urgently pressed ‘upon the attention of our best Rellgxous, amely
to secure some precious -vocations from among their .very best scholars..  Indeed, it would look
strange to close a large school without such a living proof of the zeal of its teachers.  The fact
alone of closing our schools in the beautiful -and rich month consecrated to the Sacred Heart gives
us . a new assurance that those’ of our pious teachers, who will properly draw the hearts of theu
innocent pupxls to this inexhaustible centre of all blessmgs, will not return home alone.  While your
Superiors” rejoice at the cheering -thought of soon ‘seeing you again at home, let them be spared, this
- year, the. painful - ‘obligation of refusing the requests 6f worldly-minded. sub_]ects, in regard to visits,
journeys,-absences, etc., which ‘amount to 'nothing but the loss of. what little ‘piety may-be left. Let
all shrink from unneccessary expenses, and make’ ‘the vacation a’time to.renew and pexfcct the best
hablts of devotcd exempl'lry and eﬂiment tcachels. o : : -

E. SORIN, c.. s.C,

Superior General.




