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After much work and effort, Scholastic
magazine presents its annual Football Re-
view. This particular issue of Notre Dame’s
student magazine represents the effort of
many writers, editors and other members of
the Scholastic staff who worked hard to bring
you, the reader, an interesting and worthwhile
recap of the 1991 Irish football season.

As a senior, 1991 marked my last fall as a
Notre Dame student. The 1991 football sea-
son was for me, as it probably was for most of
my classmates, bittersweet.

In one sense, it was great. After four years,
my friends and I knew where all the fun
tailgaters were and we had tickets at the 25-30
yard line for all six home football games —
you can’t ask for better as a Notre Dame
football fan.

But on the other hand, every game we
realized that we were one game closer to
graduation. Suddenly, before we knew it,
Jeremy Lincoln of the University of Tennes-
see was blocking a field goal and our last
home game was over. It seemed to come and
go so fast! ‘

As freshmen, it seemed the seasons would
go on forever. We matriculated in the fall of
1988 when there were seven home games and

won the national championship. No sporting
event or any other public spectacle will ever
top the excitement and natural high of the 31-
30 Notre Dame victory over the hated Hurri-
canes of Miami on October 15, 1988.

And no matter how many Super Bowls
Jimmy Johnson may win with the NFL’s

Scholastic is published weekly throughout the school year except during
examination and vacation periods at the Universily of Notre Dame, Notre
Damé, IN, 46556 and printed at The Papers, Inc., Milford, IN46542. The
subscription rale is $25.00 fyear and back issues are available at $1.25 [copy.
Theopini pressedin Scholastic are those of the avthors and edilorsand
{ do not necessarily represent the opinions of the entire editorial board of
Scholastic or of the University of Nolre Dame, ils administration, facully
or students. Editorials signed Scholastic represent the opinion of the

history was made. Notre Dame went 12-0and -

EDITOR’S NOTES

Dallas Cowboys, he will probably never
forget the freshman from Notre Dame who
called him that season to express his dis-
taste for Hurricane football.

As forthis year, 1991 was one of the most
topsy-turvy seasons of Notre Dame foot-
ball in recent memory. After the heart-
breaking loss to the Volunteers, the blow-
out at the hands of Penn State and the
narrow victory over the Rainbows of the
University of Hawaii, it seemed the season
was going to be ahuge disappointment. But
Jerome Bettis and some ingenious defen-
sive strategy by Lou Holtz saved the day
and the Irish pulled the season from the fire
and finished in grand fashion — upsetting
the third-ranked and heavily favored
Florida Gators 39-28 to put all cereal jokes
to rest. .

It is the sincere wish of the whole
Scholastic staff that this issue will serve as
a keepsake of this exciting, if not uneven,
season of Irish football. And not justasa
diversion for today, as you pull it out of
your mailbox, but as akeepsake for yearsto
come when you remember your experi-
ences under the Golden Dome.

Finally, this issue could not have been
possible without the aid of John Heisler and
the rest of his staff at Notre Dame sports
information, contributors from The Ob-
server and the South Bend Tribune, and the
whole Scholastic staff. v

Read and enjoy. And editorial comments
are always welcome — just drop us a note
at the Scholastic sports department.

Jon Paul Potts
Sports Editor

Letlers to Scholastic must be typed and include the writer’s name,
address and phone number, University studenis should include their
year in school and college. Faculty members should include their
department. All letiers must be signed. Names will be withheld upon
request in cerlain instances. )
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GAME 1

The Irish open their 1991
campaign in style, walloping the
in-state rival Indiana Hoosiers
49-27

By Amanda Clinton

September 7, Notre Dame —

otre Dame and Indiana have kept up an intense rivalry
N since their first football game played in 1898. But while
the two schools’ basketball teams compete every year, the
football squads were strangers. After 33 years, the gridiron
tradition continued and finally, the Irish faced the H0031ers in
an atmosphere they knew best — the gridiron.

On a sweltering 86-degree day, Notre Dame bolted onto the
field knowing that on opening day, the team was being scruti-
nized. It was, after all, the first “Notre Dame Saturday” on NBC
of 1991.

The loss of a significant portion of the defense had the media
calling the defense shaky. The arrest
of junior quarterback Rick Mirer and

junior inside linebacker Demetrius
DuBose, and subsequent accusation
of underage drinking, had exploded
the week before the game and was a
serious distraction.

The team responded to these small
crises by playing hard-and concen-
trated football, earning a satisfying
49-27 victory.

“It was important for me to come
out and show that it [his arrest] didn’t affect me,” said Mirer. “As far
asI’m concerned, all that stuff is behind us and it didn’t affect the way
we played.” '

The game did not start out with the high-paced intensity Notre
Dame fans are so familiar with.

Rodney Culver, senior captain of the Irish, drove his way up the
middle for seven yards to start off the game. The second play of the
drive ended with Culver being tackled for a gain of two yards. Despite
-arush by sophomore fullback Jerome Bettis the Irish were forced to
punt.

The Hoosiers turned an 1mpressxve 61-yard punt by junior Craig
. Hentrichintoa field goal with a49-yard drive. Only 7:59 into the game
and Notre Dame was down by three. The red Hoosier pompons waved
hysterically in the crowd.

Once again the Irish tried to make some headway but were stopped
by a high adrenalme-pumpmg Indiana team.

The Hoosiers took possession at their 46-yard line. Just when the
Indiana fans were getting a little too cocky, Indiana quarterback Trent
Green threw an pass intended for senior tight end Rod Coleman.

DuBose anticipated the play and made the interception at the

1991 FOOTBALL REVIEW

season as a Notre Dame football player.

Promisime

Indiana 49- 'j Z )

yard line. He a

then pro-

ceeded to

plow his way

down the field. He evaded Green at the 20-yard line and received
help from Eric Jones with a devastating block to a potential Indiana
tackler, before dancing his way into the end zone.

“I just wanted to get out there and play today,” said DuBose.
“The ball was there and my goal was just to make the play.”

The action began to heighten.

The second quarter began with Indiana completing a 79-yard
scoring drive. ‘With the combination of Green and senior All
American tailback Vaughn Dunbar, Indiana penetrated the Notre
Dame defense. The touchdown put the Hoosiers back on top w1th
a score of Hoosiers 10, Irish 7.

However, the Irish came back with an 80-yard drive which
included an incredible connection for Mirer and Culver. Mirer ran
right and at the last possible moment, pitched it to Culver on the
option at the 20. Culver juggled the ball for several yards before

5

John Néﬁerko%lék%r
Senior captain Rodney Culver takes the field to begin his last
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émaking games
;exciting because
|2 of the incredible
*plays executed at
the most unlikely
times.

This Indiana
game was no ex-
ception.

Sports enthusi-
asts raved that
this would be
quite a game.
With the combi-
nation of the ri-
valry between the
two teams and a
tough Indiana
team, many were
saying that this
was could be
more than the
Irish had bar-
gained for.

However, once

e

s
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sier tailback Vaughn Dunbar rushed for
161 yards on the day.

Ho

charging 19 yards down the
side for a touchdown, putting
Notre Dame back on top, 14-
10.

However, the tide turned
once again and Indiana jumped
into the lead 17-14. The Hoo-
siers scored again thanks to
their two-man team of Green
and Dunbar. With constant
pounding on the defense, they
were able to break through fora
touchdown.

However,RickMirerranina
46-yard touchdown, and the
Irish gained 7 more points to
make the score 21-17. With the
intensity — and perhaps Irish
coach Lou Holtz’s blood pres-
sure — beginning to boil, the
Irish took control of the game,

Indiana’s Mark Hagen ex-
plained the difficulties the
Hoosier defense encountered,
“It was a combination of physi-
cal and mental mistakes. It was
almost like a snowball effect.
Once one thing went wrong,
everything else seemed to go
wrong.”

Notre Dame is known for

the game got underway and Notre Dame really took control at the
end of the second quarter, it became apparent that the Irish offense,
although not perfect, was more than the Hoosiers had expected.

“] knew going in Notre Dame would be strong,” said Indiana
coach Bill Mallory. “They came up with the key plays at the key
times. We made costly mistakes when we should not have and you
cannot do that and expect to beat a team like Notre Dame.”

Animpressive play came at the end of the second quarter when the
game was still close—Notre Dame 21, Indiana 17. The Irish had just
scored. Mirer ran right on the option and succeeded in racing to a46-
yard touchdown. When it came time for Notre Dame to kick off, the
Irish had a trick up their sleeve.

Notre Dame kicker, Craig Hentrich chipped an on-sides kick. As
the shocked Hoosiers watched the ball bounce along the field, junior
inside linebacker Brian Ratigan recovered at Indiana’s 41-yard line.

“The onside kick was costly,” lamented Mallory. “We had a
young player in there. The ball came his way and they recovered. We
alerted them before it happened. It was a smart move by Notre Dame
and not everybody was heads-up for us. You’ve got to be on your
toes in that situation.”

Another incredible play came at the perfect time in the third
quarter when the score was 35-20. The Irish were at their own 42-
yard line and Mirer launched a pass to Irv Smith who caught it at the
20-yard line and plowed his way into the end zone (see related story
below).

SCHOLASTIC
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-volved, and we did that today.”

leadersin the defense. He had one

“I've never seen anything like it,” said Indiana’s linebacker
Hagen. “It was a heck of an effort on his part.”

he first game of the football season at Notre Dame always
T proves to be an interesting one. The question often repeated
while walking into the stadium is: How good will the Irish be this
year? Who will be the key players? Most years, the questions are
already answered before the game begins. But this year, with a
young team, there seemed to be no standout players. However, with
a career high for rushing touch-
downs in the game, Rick Mirer
came out of his shell and showed
the media that he was definitely
worth watching, .

“I could just see this commg
with Rick, his performance to-
day, his poise, his polish,” said
Mirer’s coach Holtz.

“We had an awful lot of guys
touch the ball,” said Mirer. “Our
goal is to get everybody in-

DuBose provedtobe one of the

of the highest numbers of tackles
for the game and also carried the
ball 49 yards on his interception.

“Wedidn’t play all that well today, but we’llj just getout there next
week and work harder in practice,” said DuBose. “Personally I
didn’t play as well as I could. I just tried to do my best to get the job
done.”

Culver had an impressive day with 63 yards rushing and sopho-

11991 FOOTBALL REVIEW

Mirer impressed hIS coach with hIS poise, and pollsh

more fullback Jerome Bettis was impressive as well with his first
100 yard game.

“Our offense started slow and I started slow,” said captain Culver.
“Some of our timing was a bit off. The opposing defense doesn’t
always show you what you expect in practice. I think Jerome played
well and once we got started our offensive line played well, but there
still is a lot of room for improvement.”

Despite the incredible interception on the part of DuBose, the
defense proved to have a number of things to work on. Notre Dame
did noteven threaten on the pass
rush and gave up a significant
amount of yardage, 418 yards
total. -At times, the Hoosiers’
Coleman-Dunbar-Green com-
bination seemed unstoppable.

Indiana player Vaughn
Dunbar made a fair assessment,
“They’rea good defense, butnot
a greatdefense. They have good
pursuit and they’re aggressive.
They’re young and they have to
get their feet wet. They’re going
to get better.” '

But for this day, the Irish were
1-0 and retained their national
preseason ranking of six in the
Associated Press poll. All the
hardships and struggles of the season to come were still just an Irish-
basher’s pipe dreams.

“It had to be a good spectator’s game,” said Holtz as he caught his
breath at the post-game press conference. “It was a physical game
and an emotional game, but boy, was it a baligame.” a

EPMIO HEN
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Heisman Trophy
winner
- Desmond "Magic"
Howard scores two
“touchdowns as the
Wolverines defeat the
Irish 24-14 in
Wolverine Stadium

By J. Bradley Keck

September 14, Ann Arbor, MI —

ichigan Stadium is not the place to be

behind going into the fourth quarter.
Coach Lou Holtz and the Fighting Irish
knew this and did everything possible to get
as close to the Wolverines as they could
before the clock wound down to zero in the
third period. The only shot the Irish had to

win in a frenzied, foreign stadium against a

higher ranked opponent was to grind out
their game plan and stay close to the talented
Michigan football team.

Throughout the second and third quarters
Notre Dame fought back to narrow a 17 - 0
deficit. By the start of the fourth quarter
Notre Dame had closed the gap to 17 - 14.
What had at first seemed to be a rout was
now atight contest. As the final seconds of
the third quarter ticked off the clock Notre

Howard turns the corner on his second quarter end-around that went for a 29-yard

touchdown and 10-0 Michigan lead.

Dame stuffed a Michigan fourth-and-short

and gained possession of the pigskin. The

Irish, withmomentum in their favor, were on
the drive again.

But it was not to be, as a little receiver
made a truly “Magic” catch and the Wol-
verines won 24-14,

he Irish took the field hoping to roll
over the Wolverines as they did
against a much weaker Indiana University

team the previous Saturday.

Irish coach Lou Holtz was ready to con-
tinue the air-ground attack in the hopes of
keeping a strong Michigan defense off-
balance. Junior quarterback Rick Mirer was
ready to use his experience to exploit holes
inthat defense and drop some passesinto the
hands of hisarray of receivers. All the weap-
ons at Notre Dame’s command were ready

to be sent in to loosen up a stingy Michigan
defense. Rodney Culver and Jerome Bettis
both had solid games against Indiana. Their
success in moving the ball on the ground
would be another key to secure a victory for
Notre Dame. '

But Michigan was holding a grudge. The
15 seniors on the Wolverines team had never
beaten the Irish. They wanted this game
badly. -~ ‘

“I can’t ever remember a group of players
so dedicated to win a football game,” said
ABC television analyst Brent Musburger at
the outset of the game. '

Culver, the Irish captain, got the call on
the first play from scrimmage.-He ran hard
past left guard and picked up three yards.
Holtz’s trademark to establish the inside
rush early was under way. On the very next
play Bettis got his shot— unfortunately, the

'f ' SCHOLASTIC
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shot Bettis got to deliver was in tackling
Wolverine cornerback Lance Dottin. On
second-and-seven, Mirer dropped back un-
der good protection and floated a pass over
the head of flanker Lake Dawson. Dottin
waited on the 20-yard pass, made the inter-
ception and raced up. the right sideline. As
Bettis brought Dottin down the spirits of the
Wolverine fans in Michigan Stadium lifted.

*“The turnover on the second play of the
game really got the crowd into the game,”
said Holtz. “We needed to control the crowd
but the interception really got them into it.”

A hyper, pro-Michigan crowd is not what
the Irish were hoping to face. The Wolverine
players were hungry for a win and had a
prime chance to draw first blood. Focusing
this energy, the Wolverines moved to score
quickly. ‘

In a little under three minutes Michigan
drove 37 yards to the Irish 5-yard line. Due
to a back-field tackle by Bryant Young and
a stick by Greg Lane on consecutive plays,
Michigan had to settle for a field goal. J. D.
Carlson’s 27-yard kick put Michigan into
the early lead, 3-0.

Notre Dame could not move the ball once
again and by the start of the second quarter,
Michigan was in control again. The drive
that followed was trademark Wolverine
football. Fullback Ricky Powers was all but
unstoppable behind Michigan’s complex
zone blocking. Powers was sceing the cut
backs so well that the Irish began to key on

him alone. The
young defensive
line was trying so
hard to stop Powers
that Michigan’s
quarterback, Elvis
Grbac, was able to
set up some electri-
fying play-action
passes. One was an
8-yard gain on third
down to W. Smith,
the other a rollout
pass to the tight end
Dave Diebolt.

The Irish were
back on their heels.
On the 29-yard line,
Michigan coach
Gary Moeller knew
just what to do.
Power took the
handoff from Grbac
and headed left. The
entire  defense
stampeded toward
Powers, somehow
ignoring eventual
Heisman Trophy
winner Desmond
“Magic” Howard.
On the reverse,
Howard burned
around theright end

"~ Paul Webb

Ricky Powers was a headache all day for Notre Dame,
following his huge offensive line to gain 164 yards.

Irish quarterback Rick Mirer scrambles away from Michigan defenders

in the thir

1991 FOOTBALL REVIEW "~

d quarter.

Paul Webb

frying defensive backs Rod Smith and Greg
Davis, the only two players not sucked in by
the fake. Howard crossed into the end zonc
and 100,000 fans were there to greet him
with their cheers. The score was 10-0-in
favor of Michigan. :

The Irish had to strike back or the game
could easily get out of hand. But the Wol-
verine mob was sedated for only a moment.
Senior tailback Tony Brooks had trouble
closing on a handoff and fumbled the ball
away to Michigan’s Butkus Award-winning
linebacker Erick Anderson.

Michigan could do no wrong. They
marched back down to the Irish 37-yard line.
Grbac hit Rickey Ellison, his moncy-rc-
ceiver Howard, and Burnier Legetic to bring
up a first-and-ten from the 12. Devon
McDonald stopped Michigan’s first aticmpt
to score. But on the next play, Mocller made’
another great call. After passing so many
times on this drive and running up the

9
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middle with Powers the Irish were concen-
trating on these two options. Banking on
this, Michigan went with a delay. Showing
pass; Irish eyes moved from Powers. Aftera
slight pause Powers did indeed get the ball,
breezed through a gapmg hole and in for the
score.

This drive crunched 6:45 off. lhe clock SO
Notre Dame went right to the air hoping to
score before the half expired. Under intense
pressure, Mirer delivered. In one of the
finest Irish drives of the season the offense
covered 65 yards in a minute-and-a-half.
Willie Clark started the drive with a 20-yard
gain on the draw and Notre Dame scored the
touchdown on a three yard pass to Bettis.

Along the way tight end Derek Brown, Lake

Dawson and Smith all had big catches.

“I was happy with the drive at the end of

the half,” said Mirer. “Everyone did areally
nice job of getting the touchdown.”

- Justas important as the points for the Irish

was'the momentum they gained coming out

for the second half. They kept that momen-
tum going as they stuffed the Wolverine
rushing attack early in the third quarter.
After Demetrius DuBose stuck Powers on
third down it was Irish ball again.

Ready to cut the lead further, Notre Dame

~ came out rushing. But two huge passes to
Tony Smith took the Irish to the end zone.
Moving behind coverage, Smith made a

great catch for 34 yards.- Soon, just inside

mid-field, Holtz elected Lo go for a fourth

down conversion. Mirer stepped under cen-
ter and barked out his cadence. Michigan’s
line jumped and made contact. First down
for the Irish on an encroachment penalty
Two plays-later Mirer found Smlth again,
good for 35 yards and six points.

. Notre Dame would hang tough for the rest
of the quarter. Using the huge Wolverine

line, Michigan tried to tire the Irish out. The

first six plays of the drive Powers got the
call. He slammed his way.up.the middle for -
two first downs and 30 yards. Due to a_

muffed handoff and a good stop by line-
backer Jim Flanigan, Michigan was forced

to fourth down. Powers slammed into the

line over the left tackle. Hitting the line hard,
the Irish defense slammed Powers to the
ground, short of the first down marker.

Opportunity knocks, but the offense fal-
tered. It was one, two, three, punt for Notre
Dame. Michigan had the weary Insh de-
fense back on the field.

“We played a lot better on defense and a
lot worse on offense than it looked,” said

“Holtz. “We managed to come back. I was

very proud of our football team.”

Michigan moved down the field slowly
going to Powers on the ground and Yale Van
Dynein the air, Grbac found Van Dyne open
twice for back-to-back first downs. The
Wolverines then failed to keep the ball
moving on the next set of downs. On fourth-
and-short, Moellerrolled the dice agam The
payoff could be victory.

Moeller, surprising everyone, had calleda

The Notre Dame offense was impressive In driving 65 yards in 1:30 in the second quarter, scoring before the half on a

three-yard pass from Mirer to Jerome Bettis.

Paul Webb

SCHOLASTIC




deep pass. Howard was open,
sprinting to the end zone. The ball
was overthrown deep into the
corner. Diving away from one
defender toward the ball, Howard
made the catch inches from the
ground. Touchdown Michigan.

“Itwasaplay Elvis [Grbac] and
I work on every day,” said
Howard. “If the ball was going to
be close I knew I would catch it.”

With that catch, Howard en-
tered the Heisman race and the
wind was knocked from Notre
Dame’s sails. They could not
come back.Michigan was not
going to fool around. No big
scores were needed, no big plays:
With 6:30 left their only enemy
wasthe clock and they ran that out
perfectly. Powers ran the ball
eight more times in this game-
ending drive, picking up first
downs as he went.

In a dull ending to an exciting
game Notre Dame called their

Paul Webb

Wolverine quarterback Elvis Grbac was almost perfect on the day, missing on only two
~ passes while throwing for 195 yards.

final time outs as the clock kept moving. mistakes. They fell forward every time. You
Helpless, the Irish sighed as Grbac knelt can’t play any better.”

down to end the contest.

In a clash between two of college

“Michigan played a perfect football game  football's greatest titans, the day was all
right down to the end,” groaned Holtz. “No  Michigan’s. Wolverine seniors got the vic-
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tory they wanted so badly, Michigan was
back as a national contender and a little
receiver, Desmond "Magic" Howard,
starred on national television and became a
true Heisman hopeful. -
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GAME 3

The Irish come back after their tough loss to the Wolverines to trounce the
Michigan State Spartans 49-10 in Notre Dame Stadium

Matt Cashore '

Tony Brooks falls forward for several of Notre Dame s astounding 448 yards
rushing on the day against the helpless Spartan defense.

By J. Bradley Keck

Septt_a__mber 21, Notre Dame —

ichigan State came into this season
with hope of great things. In 1990, the
Spartans ended their season tied for the Big
10 championship with a record of 8-3-1. If
Michigan State could have squeezed out
only eight more points in their three losses of
the seasori they would have secured-an
undefeated season. On January 1, 1991,
State was victorious in the John Hancock
Bowl over Southern California, 17-16.
Among their goals for this season was to
better their record and avenge their close
losses.
Topson the Spartans’ list, in thlscategory,
was the University of Notre Dame.
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Notre Dame defeated State last year by

‘only one point. The Irish scored two fourth

quarter touchdowns to hand the Spartans a
20-19 loss. With time running out in the
fourth quarter Irish quarterback Rick Mirer
threw a desperation pass that looked to be a
sure Michigan State interception. That pass,
however, bounced off cornerback Todd
Murray’s chest and into the hands of Irish
receiver Adrian Jarrell, standing on the 2-
yard line. Then, with only 34 seconds on the
clock, Rodney Culver rambled in for the
winning score.

The Spartans hoped that in 91 this
heartbreaking loss could be avenged. They
came into the 1992 game with two big ad-

vantages — running back Tico Duckett and -

wide receiver Cofirtney Hawkins. These
players were two of the big pre-season me-
dia sensations: many thought that one or the
other would play their way to the Heisman
Trophy.

The Spartans were also an angry team In
the first week of the season, State suffered
one of the most humiliating defeats in its
history — a 20-3 loss to the Central Michi-
gan Chippewas. The Spartans were also
battling history as they had struggled to beat
the Irish at Notre Dame Stadium, losing on
24 of 31 occasions.

Michigan State was ready to play, “They
practiced with emotion, emotion was not a
problem for this,” said State coach George
Perles. ‘

Emotion would be a problem after the
game, though.

By the time the battered Spartans left
South Bend, they had suffered the 13th
worst defeat in the history of their football
program, a 49-10 debacle. The Irish
trounced the over-matched Spartans in the
most lopsided match up between the two
teams since Notre Dame smashed Michigan
State 48-0 in 1921.

On the offensive side of the ball, the Irish
entered their name in the Spartan record
books in four categories. The Irish had 34
first downs, 24 of them rushing; they at-
tempted 76 rushes and they totaled 650
yards. Up until this point in Spartan history
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only one team had moved the ball
for more than 600 yards against
Michigan State.

“We played awful well, but it
took a great effort on our part,”
said coach Lou Holtz. “We've
made a lot of progress in the last
two weeks.” '

In their first series from scrim-
mage the Irish came out flat. They
began moving the ball well but on
a third down, Mirer threw an in-
terception. As he dropped back at
mid-field he looked to connect
with fullback Jerome Bettis com-
ing out of the backfield, but the
pass was low and short. Michigan
State linebacker Chuck Bullough
was there to pick-off the pass.

Many Irish fans hoped that this

early interception was not fore-
shadowing the same fate that the
team had suffered against Michi-
gan the week before. In that con-
test, another early interception
thrown by Mirer changed the
momentum and led to the Irish
loss. Notre Dame could not afford
lapses of execution that would

give State a window of opportu-

nity.

The teams traded punts, and once again,

the Notre Dame defense had to

Spartans from gaining momentum. After a
‘effective drive Michigan State moved

within field goal range
to. the 35-yard line.
Then . they were
stopped. Duckett got
the call on three con--
secutive plays only to
be stuffed by Bryant.
and then twice by line-
backer Jim Flanigan.
Pushed just out of field
goal range, State again.
had to punt.

- With 6:22 on the
clock in the first quar-
ter, the Irish offense
was determined to end
the punting duel. Injust . .
over four minutes the
Irish land/air assault
chewed up 80 yards and
landed in the end zone.
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Irish quarter

Reggie Brooks turns the corner on his first qu
touchdown — Notre Dame's first score.

Notre Dame mixed up the plays well on
this drive and controlled the line of scrim-
mage. Bettis carried the ball five times,
moving powerfully in the north-south direc-

keep the

"...has become a complete quarterback."

arter

tion. Heran overtacklersona 12-
yard scamper and powered
through the middle on a key
fourth-and-one play. Along with
the powerful rushing, Notre
Dame used the pass well. Mirer
hit Lake Dawson for 32 yards off
a play-action pass. The score
came from Reggie Brooks, who
scored on a pitch.

After the Spartan’s Josh
Butland hit a 35-yard field goal,
the Irish offense had the pigskin
again. In another patented Holtz
drive, Notre Dame went 68 yards
in 13 plays for the score. The Irish
passed on two crucial plays in
order to keep the drive alive. Ona
third-and-six, Mirer :dropped
back and found Tony Smith fora
23-yard gain. Then, on third-and-
27 on State’s 29 yard line, Mirer

" again hit T. Smith in the end zone

for six points. Notre Dame was in

“control, 21-3.

From this point on, the men of
the Blue and Gold seemed to
glide towards victory. In State’s
first possession after the Irish
touchdown they were stuffed in
justthree plays. On Notre Dame’s

first play, they showed play-action and
Mirer found tight end Derek Brown streak-
- ing down the left sideline. The pass traveled
30 yards in the air and hit Brown in mid-

back drew high pralse from his coach who said leer,

Matt ‘Com

stride. Brown coasted
the final twenty yards
into the end zone car-
rying a state would-be
tackler.

“Rick Mirer has be-
come a complete quar-
terback,” said Holtz.
“He played well all day
and is playing better
every week.”

But could the Irish.
‘play a complete game?
Going into the locker
room at the end of the
half that question was
still in doubt. At the
very end of the first
half, the Spartans put
together.a drive of their
own. On the fifth play,
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State quarterback Bret Johnson hit Hawkins
over the middle and after a good run the
receiver picked up 48 yards for the touch-
down.

“During half time I was really concerned
— it was 21-10, but they [MSU] were
moving the ball well,” said Holtz.

These fears were put to rest early in the -

second half, The Irish came out of the locker
room firing on all cylinders. Notre Dame
safety Greg Davis intercepted Johnson’s
first pass of the half and Notre Dame ran the
ball right up the middle all the way down the
field. From the MSU. two-yard line, Mirer
fired another touchdown pass to tight end Irv
Smith. This brought the score to 28-10.
Michigan State was penalized for
unsportsmanlike conduct on the ensuing
extra point. This led to an string of events
that turned the game into a rout. Because
Craig Hentrich would be kicking from the
50-yard line, Holtz called an onside kick.
Hentrich, aright-footed kicker, hit the ball
with his left foot. The ball took an Irish
bounce and the unsuspecting Spartans
watched as Rod Smiith pounced on the ball at
the 23-yard line. Four plays later, the Irish
struck again on a Tony Brooks nine-yard
. With the score now 35-10, the game
was a11 but over.
In the remainder of the game, Notre Dame
scored two more unanswered touchdowns.

different

One by Mirer
and one by
Willie Clark.
Throughout
the fourth
quarter,
Notre Dame
had a chance
toplayalotof
reserves and
untested
freshmen. An
amazing 13

players
rushed for the
Irish, tallying
448 yards.

Holtz said
he expected ‘
suchan effort after atough week of practice.
Holtz purposely made the drills in the week
before this game really taxing. o

“If I were murdered on Tuesday night the

- police would not even be able to investigate
- — there would have been too many sus-

pects,” deadpannied Holtz. “Practice was
that rough.”

Thisrough and tough attitude really
showed in the game. Michigan State coach
Perles could only wish that it had not, but he
was thankful that Holtz called off the dogsin

Nick Spangler

Sophomore tailback Willle Clark contributes his touchdown in the
blow-out fourth quarter.

the fourth quarter.

* “This is my worst defeat in nine years,”
said Perles. “The scoreboard says it all —
49-10. It could have been a lot more, but
Notre Dame saton it and let us off the hook.”

Too bad that it took a week for the Irish to
learn how to hook a team from Michigan. If
Notre Dame would have shown the same
offensive fireworks in the previous week,
they might have been able to fry a much
bigger fish— the Rose Bowl-bound Univer-
sity of Michigan Wolverines. a
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With double teém téckllng like this by Tom Carter and Jeff Burris, it was no

~ the anemic Purdue offense had trouble moving _the, ball and scoring.

By Amanda Clinton

September 28, Purdue —

espite a new head football coach, Jim
Colletto, and an acclaimed rising starat
quarterback, the Purdue Boilermakers once
again found the power of Notre Dame foot-
ball unstoppable. ‘ ‘
The degree to which the Boilermakers
were outplayed by the Irish is evident by the
final statistics from the game. Notre Dame
gained over two times as many net yards
rushing with 267 as compared to Purdue’s
measly 106 yards. Out of the 16 attempted
passes, the Irish completed 14; while the
Boilermakers attempted 27 passes and came
up with 18 completions. Notre Dame
plowed to an average-per play gain of 7.6
yards while Purdue averaged 4.6 yards per
play. o
The Irish defense tore their way through
players in order to attack the quarterback and
ended up sacking the quarterback four
times. Purdue, in comparison, never had the
opportunity to sack Irish quarterback Rick
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Mirer and even gave him enough time to
score two touchdowns.

What does all this add up to? A thorough

45-20 thrashing in Purdue’s Ross-Ade Sta-
dium. : :
Irish fans got a surprise at the outset after

‘Notre Dame stuffed Purdue and gained pos-
session at their own 20-yard line. Freshmen -

Paul Failla trotted onto the field in place of
Rick Mirer at quarterback. Mirer had been
dealing with an injury to his rib cage for the
entire week. '

“Rick was fine at practice on Monday.
Tuesday he came out to practice and tore the
cartilage in his rib cage,” said Irish coach
Lou Holtz. “He couldn’t throw aball 2 yards

. on Tuesday. He couldn’t throw a ball 2 yards
-on Wednesday. He was qualified to start in

the game but we decided to start Paul Failla.”
Failla couldn’t take the Irish anywhere as
Notre Dame did notscore in the first quarter.
Mirer came back into the game.
Purdue gained possession at the end of the
first quarter. The Boilermakers were able to

With a 45-20
thrashing of
the Boilermakers,
Notre Dame
posts a blowout win
over Purdue for the
sixth year in a row

Nick Spangler
wonder

bring the ball to Notre Dame’s 27-yard line
before the quarter ended. The first quarter
ended without any points on the board.
Purdue continued their possession in the
beginning of the second quarter. Hunter
threw for a gain of 11 yards, landing the

Boilermakers at the Irish 18-yard line.

Purdue rushed to the 14-yard line and then
Hunter shot an pass to tight end Tony
Simmons, bringing Purdue to the Notre
Dame three. Running back Earl Coleman
was stopped by the Notre Dame defense at
the one, but Rogers was able to run wide to
the right for the touchdown.

With a score of 7 - O the Boilermakers
were on top. This was the first time since the
third quarter in the 1987 game that Purdue
had ever taken the lead against Notre Dame.

“We got off to a slow start and dug our-
selves into a hole, falling behind 7 - 0,” said
Holtz. “But I thought we responded well.”

Notre Dame most definitely responded.
Fans watched as the Irish amassed 21 points
by the conclusion of the first half.
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Notre Dame received the
kick off from Purdue and
started the possession at the
Irish 35-yard line. Mirer be-
gan the drive by launching a
pass to Dawson, taking Notre
Dame to the 42-yard line.
Tailback Tony Brooks,
through two plays, brought
the Irish to the Purdue 48-
yard line. Sophomore Jerome
Bettis received a pass from
Mirer, gaining eight yards.
On the next play Bettis car- .
ried the ball another two
yards, pulling the Irish to the
38-yard line. The Irish scored
ona?29-yard bootleg by Mirer
who kept the ball, dashed up
the middle evading several
Purdue players, and squeezed
into the end zone for a touch-
down. ’

Purdue took control of the ball at the

Boilermaker 20-yard line. But Purdue was
able to gain 7 yards before turnovers hit
them hard and Hunter was sacked and
fumbled the ball. Sophomore Bryant Young

recovered for the Irish at the Purdue 17.

Brooks carried the ball up the middle three
yards. Sophomore Willie Clark ran left for
five, Bettis ran up the middle for three, and

then, with Notre Dame only 6 yards from the

end zone, Bettis rumbled in
to put the Irish on top 14-7.

Purdue gained control of
the ball at their own 20-yard
line but were only able to
gain seven yards before
punting.

Through seven plays the
Irish were able to get within
scoring range at the Purdue
15 yard line before Tony
Brooks carried the ball up the
middle for four yards and
fumbled when he was
brought to the ground,

“Coach didn’t want me to
get down after I fumbled the
ball because he feels more
comfortable with people
who are experienced out
there,” said Brooks.

‘Holtz expressed his satis-
faction with Brooks despite
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Although Hunter threw idr 218 yards, his receivers were punished

upon each and every catch.

his fumble.
“Tony Brooks is outstanding, other than
the time he put the ball on the ground. He ran

-as a man with conviction today.”

" Freshmen quarterback Matt Pike came in
for Purdue’s starting quarterback Hunter.
The first play of their possession he at-
tempted to run up the middle but gained no
yardage and fumbled in the process. Purdue
recovered at their own eight. Proving he

wasn’t a quick learner, Pike tried going up

SRR

S ; - .
. The usually elusive Hunter carried the ball 11 times for a tcotalSt‘;:ingser
yards. His supporting cast of runners was equally frustrated,
especially Matt Pike who here lost yardage on a carry.

the - middle again and
fumbled again. Refusing to
look a gift horse in the mouth
twice, the Irish recovered.

Mirer proceeded to throwa
pass to tight end Derek
Brown. Brown extended and
snagged the ball before div-
ing to the ground for a touch-
down. The scoring drive,
which took place in one play
and covered five yards, lasted
only six seconds. The Irish
| increased the gap in the score
by seven more points and
ended the half with a 21-7
lead.

In the second half after a
Notre Dame touchdown by
Bettis, Purdue gained posses-
sion. Eric Hunter threw apass
to Rodney Dennis, Dennis
received the ball, faked left and then ran
right before being stopped by Matt Johnson
and Rod Smith. This 31-yard pass play
brought the Boilermakers to the Notre Dame
22-yard line. Hunter ran right but found a
dead end when he came face-to-face with
junior linebacker Demetrius DuBose. After
throwing an incomplete pass, Hunter found
a connection with Arlee Conners. Despite
two Irish players latched onto his ankles,
Conners struggled to the goal line and threw

* himself into the end zone to
change the score to 28 - 14,

The third quarter ended
with another Notre Dame
touchdown.  Purdue’s
Hunter was sacked for a loss
of eight and fumbled. Irish
junior Junior Bryant recov-
ered at the Purdue 39. Bettis
and Brooks then proceeded
to take turns running the ball
for a total of 30 yards. Mirer
pulled back from the line and
scanned ‘for a target while
several hungry Purdue play-
ers broke through the line.
Mirer - tip-toed around the
diving bodies and connected
with the tight end Brown for
anew score of 35-14.

In the fourth quarter,
Notre Dame turned yet an-
other mistake on the part of

Nick Spangler
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- yards for a career high.

Purdue into a touchdown. Sophomore quar-
terback Kevin McDougal checked in for
Mirer. McDougal passed to junior Will Pol-
lard for a gain of 17 yards bringing the Irish
to the Purdue 25-yard line. Sophomore Clint

Johnson carried the ball five yards before -

Clark made an impressive run which in-
cluded spins, fakes, and
dodges landing at the four.
Mihalko brought the ball in
the end zone to increase the
gap to 45-14.

“I thought that offensively
we played very well,” said
Holtz. “Defensively we had
our moments but we’re not
as consistent as we have to
be. I thought our defensive
line played well and we had
good pressure on the pass.”

Part of the success of the
defense can be attributed to
Lake Dawson who caught
six passes for a total of 81

“Today was a good day,”
said a modest Dawson. “I
was just trying to do the
things the coaches were ask-
ing me to do. The offensive
line gave Rick enough time
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and he was able to get the ball to me or
anyone else that was open. They played a
deep zone so I was able to find a lot of holes
underneath.”

The Irish once again overpowered the
Boilermakers. The offense was able to pull
together and execute several tremendous

plays.

In 1990, Notre Dame beat up Purdue and
then went on the next weekend to lose to
Stanford. Such a let down weighed heavily
on the minds of all the coaches as they
prepared the Irish to go west and face the
Cardinal. ' a

"Nick Spangler

Behind some devastating blocking by the men in the trenches, the Irish ground game was able to

get on track. Above, Tony Brooks scampers for 57 of his 141 yards.
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GAME 5

A [Little Bit of

Notre Dame defeats the
Cardinal 42-26, exacting
some retribution for

Stanford'’s huge 1990 upset
of the Irish

By Rene Ferran

October 5, Palo Alto,' CA —

1l week before the Stanford game, Notre Dame

head coach Lou Holtz insisted that the Irish
harbored no thoughts of revenge as they headed into
Stanford Stadium.

“Revenge doesn’t factor in at all on my part, and I
don’t think it does for the players as well,” Holtz
said. “That was last year and that’s over no matter
what you do. It’s history.

“My main concern — and I think it’s the players’
as well — is how we’re going to win the football
game.” _

Holtz and his players certainly came up with a -
game plan, piling up 363 rushing yards against a
depleted Cardinal defensive line, as NotIe Dame
defeated Stanford 42-26.

And even if in Holtz’s mind it wasn’t revenge, it was a sweet
victory nevertheless.

“Iknew this would be a tough football game, and it certainly was,”
he said. “(Stanford) hung in there and refused to quit. We're just
happy to get out of here with a win.”

he game started out exactly as last year’s had, with Notre Dame
establishing dominance in the trenches early. Stanford,
meanwhile, would gain plenty of yards through the air, but those
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Jerome Betﬂs had a career day, rushing for 179 yards and an amazing four

touchdowns.

yards translated to zero points. The Irish offensive line over-
whelmed a Cardinal front line that had been decimated by injuries.
Two key starters on the defensive line were making their return for
Stanford just in time to be steamrolled by the firm of Hall, Jurkovic,
McGuire, Taylor & Knapp. '

“What else can I say about our offensive line except they played
a great game today?” said sophomore fullback Jerome Bettis, who
rushed for a career-high 179 yards and scored four touchdowns.
“Everything I accomplished today is a credit to them.”

“Notre Dame really can take it to you with its great line,” praised
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Stanford coach Dennis Green. “They did a terrific job of rushing
tonight. Their running backs run hard, and with extreme power.”
Meanwhile, a change in defensive strategy was paying big divi-
dends for the Irish. Senior Greg Davis moved from hisnormal strong
safety position to drop end, and sophomore Willie Clark was
switched back to the secondary. With five defensive backs in the
game, Notre Dame was better able to handle the Stanford passing
attack. ’ . '
“I thought the first 25 minutes of the game, we played as well on
defense as we have in a long time,” Holtz said.
. “We moved the ball, but we couldn’t score,” Green lamented.
“We couldn’t stop them either.” _
~ Notre Dame exploded to a 28-0 lead by midway through the
second quarter, scoring on four of its first five possessions. Bettis
and senior Tony Brooks already had over 100 yards rushing. And
then, one play changed everything.
“Tony’s fumble changed the momentum in a hurry,” Holtz said.
“[Stanford] fell into a rhythm and we couldn’t get them out of it.”
Just as Ricky Watters’ two fumbles cost the Irish dearly in last
season’s 36-31 upset loss, Brooks’ fumble deep in Irish territory
altered the complexion of the game in Stanford’s favor. The Car-
" dinal took advantage of the excellent field position, putting points on
the board just before halftime.
And just like last year, it was fullback Tommy Vardell who
capped the Stanford scoring drive, breaking two tackles at the line

"Touchdown Tommy" Vardell burned the Irish for the secon
rushing for 140 yards and three touchdowns.

d season in a row,

of scrim-
mage before
scampering
27 yards for
the touch-
down. Yes,
the same
“Touch-
d o wn
Tommy”
who scored
four touch-
downs in
last season’s
contest —-
the last with
36 seconds
remaining
to put
Stanford up
for good —
was work-
ing on de-
livering another miracle for the Cardinal.

He was to score two more times in this year’s game—gaining 140
yards overall — ensuring himself an infamous place in Notre

Dame’s long history.
“Vardell is an outstanding back,”

% Holtz said. “I think he is as good a back
g as we’ve played against this year.”
§  Butwhatreally hurt the Irish defense
2 was Davis’ knee injury in the third
3
2

Andrew McCloskeyffhe Observer

yards and rushed for one touchdown.

quarter that put him out of the game and
the rest of the season with torn liga-
ments, Notre Dame had to go back to a
traditional defensive set, and Stanford
welcomed the change with an 80-yard
drive to draw within 14 points.

“When we lost Greg, we lostan awful
lot,” said Holtz. “We couldn’tdo alotof
the things we had been. doing and
wanted to keep doing.”

Suddenly, the crowd at Stanford Sta-
dium came alive, hoping what they had

might be reenacted live and in person.
The Irish had other ideas.

“We finished off the second half
pretty strong,” Bettis said. “And we
knew that it was going to be tough the
rest of the way. But we remembered last
year, so we weren’t going. to slack off
any either. We didn’t want to give them
any ground. We wanted to keep
pounding on them.” :

Asthecrowd fired up, sodid the Notre
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Stanford éuartel;ac JasnPaIurhs —who
hurt the Irish so bad in 1990 — passed for 153

only witnessed on television last season




Dame running attack. The big holes that had been there in the first
five Irish possessions reappeared, and when Bettis took a Rick Mirer
screen pass and rumbled 13 yards into the end zone, the only sound
in the stands was from the mass of Notrc Dame alumni in the north
end of the stadium.

Unlike last season, when Irish mlstakes on spec1a1 teams would
allow Stanford to come back from a 24-7 deficit, a Cardinal miscue
would give Notre Dame the chance to put the game away. On the
ensuing kickoff, Stanford’s Ozzie Grenardo tried to field the ball at
the two, only to fall out of bounds. Three plays later, senior Rod
Smith picked off a pass by Jason Palumbis at the Cardinal 19.

That’s when Holtz reached into his bag of tricks and sealed the
victory. Mirer pitched the ball to Brooks on what appeared to be a
sweep right. But Brooks instead pulled up, turned left, and lobbed
the ball to a wide-open Mirer, who dove to the one-yard line. Bettis’
fourth touchdown on the next play gave the Irish a 42-14 lead with
14:50 left in the game.

Afterwards, in true Holtz fashion, the Irish head coach
downplayed the significance of the play.
~ “We simply felt that if we got ahead, they would go to man
coverage, and this play is open against that type of coverage,” he
said. “That was just a play that we felt would be open at that time.”

‘And although Stanford scored two late touchdowns on Vardell
runs to make the final score close, there was to be no repeat of last
year’s heroics. Notre Dame got the ball back with 7:40 remaining,
and the Cardinal never regained possession.

With the victory, the Irish also regained the Legends Trophy, a
combination of Irish crystal and California redwood awarded an-
nually by the Notre Dame Club of San Francisco, handed over by
Cardinal players Dave Garnett and Vardell to a loud ovation m the
Irish locker room.

“It’sabeautiful trophy,” said Holtz. “They took good care of itlast

Andrew McCloskey/The Observer

Rlck erer threw for two touchdowns and even caught a
pass thrown by Tony Brooks.

year, and we’ll take just as good care of it this year.”

So, with trophy in hand, and a date with undefeated Pittsburgh
next on the schedule, Notre Dame walked out of Stanford Stadium
with its desired victory.

And with a touch of revenge served on the side. d

Rene Ferran is an associate sports editor for The Observer.
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The Pittsburgh
Panthers fail all
expectations as they
are dismantled by the
Irish 42-7 on the grass
of Notre Dame
Stadium

By Jim Kuser

October 12, Notre Dame —

he Pittsburgh Panthers came roaring
out of the tunnel of Notre Dame Sta-
* dium, but the Notre Dame Fighting Irish
proved them toothless. Final score: Notre
Dame 42 and Pitt 7.

Why were the twelfth-ranked Panthers
wiped out so easily by the Irish? Linebacker
Demetrius DuBose answered.

“Tackling is an attitude. Today we had

Notre Dame linebacker John Covington celebrates a big hit ona Plttsburgh ball

Matt Cashore

carrier.

serious attitude.”

Pitt, boasting a bounuful running attack,
recorded a meager 59 yards on 24 rushes.
DuBose, linebacker Pete Bercich, and line-
men Eric Jones, Germaine Holden, and Jun-
ior Bryant all recorded tackles for losses in
the game. A shutout performance by the
Irish defense was spoiled when Pitt quarter-
back Alex Van Pelt hit his tight end Eric
Seaman for a 51-yard touchdown.

The Irish special teams blocked apuntand
forced a fumbled punt in this game. Both
became Notre Dame touchdowns, but the
better one of the two was the blocked punt.
Junior special teams star Reggie Brooks
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blocked a punt and recovered it 26 yards
down the field in the Pitt end zone for a
touchdown.

“I couldn’t believe it,” said Brooks. “The
ball went right through my hands and then
hit me right in the face.”

Notre Dame coach Lou Holtz revealed
that this block was a planned play.

“We work on it day after day,” he said.
“On the first kick we disguised our blocking
scheme, and on the next one we went for it.
Reggie came clean and did a great job of

getting the ball.”

Despite the 42 points put on the board by

the Irish, the Notre Dame offense had to take -

abow to the Notre Dame defense and special
teams as the stars of this game. Quarterback
Rick Mirer gave the worst passing game of
his career as he completed only four of 15

_passes for 40 yards and two interceptions.

“It was good to win the game,” said Holtz.
“The score was very déceptive. We had -
trouble on offense. We had no rhythm and
could not get the passing game going.”

But they could get the running game go-
ing, as seen by the 340 yards that the Irish
gained on the ground, including 125 yards
cashed in on carries by sophomore fullback
Jerome Bettis. '

Do not tell Pitt Coach Paul Hackett that
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the Notre Dame offense had an off day.

“Notre Dame is one hell of an of-
fensive football team,” said a coach in
awe of the opponent who had so thor-
oughly whipped his squad. “You stop

their zone blocking and they go to the

tackle trap. Then they destroy you with
the option when you least expect it.

“Last year, we disguised our defense
and tried to play games with Mirer be-
cause he was inexperienced. Buthe is so
good this year. When we least expected
it, he ran that option — on third down
and even on fourth down!” marveled
Hackett.

To see the statistics is to see the story
-of this game. Notre Dame had 23 first
downstoPitt’s 14. Notre Dame had 340
rushing yards on 60 rushes to Pitt’s 59
rushing yards on 24 rushes. These sta-
tistics soared quarter by quarter as the
Irish scored two touchdowns in the
second quarter, two in-the third , and

two in the fourth after a 0-0 deadlock in

the first,

Bettis’ one yard run at 12:55 of the "

second quarter started the scoring for
22 |

The Irish defensive linemen, such as Junior
Bryant shown here, limited Pitt ball carriers to a
meager 59 yards r

the Irish. It capped an efficient and
effective seven-play drive that -took
2:08 off of the clock. A recovery by Irv
Smith of a Pitt fumbled punt on their -
own 31.yard line set the stage for this
drive. :

Exactly one minute later, after a
stingy defensive stance, Brooks scored
his touchdown off of the blocked punt.
The score stood at 14-0 in favor of the
Irish at the end of the second quarter.
The third quarter started with a Reggie
Brooks 42-yard kickoff return to
midfield. Another efficient and effec-
tive scoring drive ensued. This time the
Irish took 9:39 off of the clock as they
traveled 50 yards for the score on 11
plays from scrimmage. Smith caught a
2-yard touchdown pass from-Mirer to
hit paydirt. Between Reggie Brooks
and Irv-Smith, there was one touch-
down apiece and one fumble recovery
apiece. o

“Those two played exceptionally
smart football today,” praised Holtz.

The Irish posted another touchdown
as aresult of a pounding, play-by-play
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rushing plan. Mirer hit paydirt
on an 8-yard push behind the
brilliant blocking of the boys
down deepin the trenches that
blew Pittplayers off of the ball
time and time again.
Perhaps the best offensive

series of this game was Bettis’
66 yards on six rushes high-
lighted by his 40-yard touch-
down run. The final Irish
touchdown was formulated
by the Notre Dame second- |
stringers. Notre Dame scored
on quarterback Kevin
McDougal’s five-yard touch-
down scamper. :

“They moved the ball well |
against the Pitt starters,” said
Holtz. “It was encouraging to
see their poise out there on the
field.”

So,once again, the Irish had

Galvin Kenny

defeated Pitt in Notre Dame Fullback Jerome Bettis beat-up the overmatched Pittsburgh defense, gaining 125 yards on the day

Stadium. In 1989, Pitt had
come into South Bend with a
5-0-1 record and were looking to make a
statement, but the Irish had delivered a45-7
thrashing that sent the Panthers into a tail-
spin. That year, they only won two more
games. . -

This year, the same thing happened. The-

 Panthers were undefeated and ready to fi-

nally beat the Irish, but were instead beaten
up. From this loss. Pitt went on to lose four
more games in a row in a 1991 season that
rapidly became a lost cause. Quite a disap-
pointing season for ateam entering their first

with two touchdowns.

year of Big East conference football.

As for the Irish, they were headed to
Colorado Springs to play the Cadets of Air
Force riding high — 5-1 and ranked fifth in
the country. The season seemed .to be
shaping up. - a

Vv e




GAME 7

By Dave McMahon

October 19, Colorado Springs, CO —

otre Dame entered its matchup against the Cadets of

the United States Air Force Academy with a decided
physical advantage, as the Irish offensive line outweighed
the Falcon defensive line by over 45 pounds.

Physical attributes had little bearing on the game’s out-
come, however, as Notre Dame escaped with a 28-15 - win
and returned to South Bend with two injured defensive
tackles. ,

“We won a football game tonight but lost a team,” said
Notre Dame head coach Lou Holtz.

With quarterback Rob Perez guiding Air Force’s wish-
bone offense through an attacking Irish pass defense, the
Falcons rushed for 108 yards in the first quarter, Air Force
offensive linemen accompanied the wishbone with low
“chop” blocking, a feature that left the Irish pondering the
future of their defensive line. .

The first casualty occurred just over four minutes into the
game when junior right tackle Eric Jones went down with a
broken ankle and torn ligaments after a chop block by Air
Force tight end David Mott. Jones, a stalwart on the Irish
defensiveline, would miss the rest of the season and possibly
some of spring practice.

The scenario only worsened for Notre Dame’s defensive
line, which was the most inexperienced Irish unit coming
into the season. With Air Force driving in the fourth quarter
to the Irish 34-yard line, sophomore nose tackle Bryant
Young suffered the second broken ankle of the night after a
block similar to the one used against Jones.

“It hurts our morale because we never want to see our -
buddies go down, especially in a game like this,” said senior Troy
Ridgley, whoreplaced Young at nose tackle for the remainder of the
game. “I could see maybe in the national championship or some-
thing, but in a game like this where all kinds of things went wrong
and to top it off with these two injuries is just unbelievable.”

Freshmen Germaine Holden and John Taliaferro, both inside
linebackers in high school, combined for eight tackles in relief of
Jones and Young. '

After a 42-yard field goal' by Air Force’s Joe Wood on its first
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Trainers tend to right tackle Eric Jones' broken ankie in the first
“quarter, one of two such Injuries to Irish defensive lineman. In the

fourth quarter, nose tackie Bryant Young went down.

possession put the Falcons ahead 3-0, Notre Dame began the first of

.two 70-plus yard drives. Irish quarterback Rick Mirer finished the

first drive, a 76-yard march, with a 7-yard touchdown pass to-
fullback Jerome Bettis for the first Irish score. Craig Hentrichkicked
the extra point to give Notre Dame a lead it would never relinquish.

Air Force responded with 11 consecutive rushes for 73 yards
before Wood connected on a 24-yard field goal to cut the lead to 7-
6. After Air Force recovered a punt fumbled by Irish return man Jeff
Burris, Wood had a chance to give the Falcons the lead, but missed
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Injuries on the defensive line ruin a
28-15 victory over the Falcons of the
Air Force Academy

but lost a team.”

wide left on a 39-yard field goal attempt. -

Then the Irish offense cranked into gear.

On first-and-ten from their own 22-yard line, the Irish were
penalized five yards for illegal motion. On the second try, Mirer
connected with split end Tony Smith across the middle for an 83-
yard touchdown pass. The pass was the longestof Mirer’s career and
ranks as the fifth longest all-time for the Irish.

“They were in a three-deep coverage and Tony just ran a good
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route;” said Mirer, who threw for 151 yards and two touchdowns
on 6-0f-12 passing. “I got the ball to him where he needed it and
he caught it in stride. We’ve been looking for a deep ball for a
while and finally got one.” .

- After Ridgley forced and recovered a fumble by Perez
at the Air Force 32, Bettis crashed in from three yards for
the touchdown. Hentrich booted the extra point fora 21-6
Irish with 1:13 remaining in the half.

With no time on the clock following a penalty against
Notre Dame, Wood easily connected on a 58- yard field
goal to cut the gap to 21-9 at halftime.

“We tightened up on defense inside the 20-yard line,”
said linebacker Jim Flanigan, who had eight tackles for the
Irish. “We came through when we had to by the goal line.

" It could’ve easily been a 21-21 ballgame at halftime.”

In the second half, Notre Dame picked up offensively
whereitleft off. After DeanLytlerecovered an onside kick
(a weapon Holtz used surprisingly often in the 1991
season) atthe AirForce 45, the Irish drove 55 yardsin eight
plays. Bettis recorded his third touchdown of the game on
a 19 yard run behind right tackle Lindsay Knapp.

Despite adecided time of possession advantage of 35:03
to 23:41 by the Falcons over the Irish, Notre Dame’s ball
control offense matched A1r Force’s style in the third
quarter.

Air Force entered the game as the second best rushmg
team in the nation (344 yards per game) and lived up to its
billing with 382 yards on the ground. In a balanced
wishbone attack, fullback Jason Jones piled up 171 yards
on 37 attempts, both career highs. Perez added 125 yards
rushing on 26 carries for his ﬁfth 110-yard rushing game
of the season.

“We weren’t surprised at the fullback running because
he’s the key to their entire offense,” said Notre Dame
‘linebacker Demetrius DuBose. who led the Irish with nine
unassisted tackles. “The defense overall did a good job as
far as holding them down when we needed to.”

After recovering a Rodney Culver fumble in the third
quarter, Air Force drove 91 yards on 21 rushing plays for
its lone touchdown. The two-point conversion failed.

“They do somany things so well and are so disciplined,”

said Mirer. “We’ve got to give them

sunquL pueg Yinos/puolufey eop

ballgames.”

Although the loss of Jones and
Young would come to haunt the Irish
later in the season and hinder the inex-
perienced Notre Dame defense, the
Irish didn’t view Air Force’s chop blocking tactics as cheap shots.

“The only way you can combat that kind of blocking successfully
all night is to step backwards instead of stepping forward when the
ball’s snapped,” said Holden, the freshman who replaced Young.
“Then you loose everything off the snap so you really can’t afford
to do that. You have to go out on the edge. Unfortunately my boys
got hurt tonight.”

Irish offensive guard Mirko Jurkovic saw the chop blocks as best
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for the wish- versity of Southern California in college football's greatest rivalry
ne. remained to be seen. o a
“They’re al-

ways down at Dave McMahon is an associate sports editor for the Observer.

your legs and : : -

abbing. And

tworks. I give  The Notre Dame leprechaun congratulates fullback Jerome

them a lot of Bettis after one of his three touchdowns.

credit. They

played hard.”
Flanigan

also recog-

g

Q
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Ko

Joe Raymond/South Bend Tribune

L - L nized the low
Senior tailback Tony Brooks turns the corner  attacks by the
for several of his 82 yards. Air Force line.

“We had to

try to stay low and keep people from coming at our feet. But they
make it tough on you.”

“They did what they had to do to put themselves in a winning
position,” said DuBose. o

Notre Dame linebacker Pete Bercich did his part to put the Irish
ina winning position andreceived the Toyota Leadership Award for
his contributions. The Award, in its seventh season, is presented
weekly by Toyota to a player from each of the participating teams
during ESPN’s Prime Time college football game of the week.
Bercich, from Mokena, IIl., is a sophomore in the college of
Business Administration with a 3.23 grade point average.

The leadership the Irish really needed, however, may have been
lost when Young and Jones went down. They had been emerging as
forces on the defensive line and were becoming double threats on
either side of the line. How the freshmen such as Holden and
Taliaferro would hold up while playing the Trojans of the Uni-




GAME 8

Notre Dame’s Irv Smith grabs onto a desperation onside kick in the last
minute to seal a 24-20 victory over the Trojans of USC

By Jon Paul Potts

Qctober 26, Notre Dame —

t was just another routine onside kick that
any team losing in the last second at-
tempts. : :

The kicking team all rush one side, the
kicker duffs it, hoping to get that one lucky
bounce, and the playersconverge on the ball.
Usually, the receiving team getsiteasily and
the game ends in a flurry of time outs.

Mari Okuda

So it

~ was that with 1:50 to go in

the game and the Irish leading 24-
20, University of Southern Califor-
nia coach Larry Smith sent his
kicker out and Notre Dame coach
Lou Holtz countered with his
.“hands” team — quarterback Rick-
Mirer, fullback Jerome Bettis, tight
end Irv Smith — all the skill play-
ers who, due to the nature of their

~ positions; are relied upon for their
sure and reliable ability to grasp

onto a bouncing football.

But this was not a routine onside
kick. USC kicker Cole Ford hit a
beauty and as ittook a high bounce,
Irish flanker Lake Dawson missed
it and the free-for-all that ensued
resulted in a huge pile right in front
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of Holtz on the Notre Dame sideline. Irish
fans gasped: had this hard-fought game
come to this, with the Trojans recovering an
onside kick with a chance to score the upset-
touchdown?

“On the onside kick, I was privy to be

rather close to it,” said Holtz. “T thought we

played it very well, we just didn’t catch the
ball. Right in front of our bench, Irv Smith
and the young man from Southern Cal had

the ball. Irv had it just as much as anybody
else.

“After they piled them out, the referee
signalled it was our ball, but Irv still
wouldn’t let it go,” continued Holtz. “But
we patted Irv on the back and said it was our
ball, and he finally let it go.”

On the bottom of the pile, Smith was
battling USC’s Marvin Pollard and the big

- tight end finally managed to pull it to his

Rod Smith celebrates the
referee's signal of Irish
ball after Irv Smith had recovered

the USC onside kick underneath a pile of players.




1 chest. ' ‘When Holtztold Smithtoletgo, theplayer ball,” said a frustrated Larry Smith who
it “Ithink he [Pollard] mighthave hadalittle  did as his coach said, but Pollard emerged drew a penalty when he ran all the way
% better handle on the ball thanI did atfirst,but ~ from the pile jumping in the air cradling the  across the field to yell at the official's final
decision. “In a big pile like that, a lot of
things can happen. I don’t know exactly
what happened.”

But the officiating crew finally signalled
Irish ball and, thanks to the soft hands of a
tight end/outfielder, Notre Dame had pulled
outa24-20 victory thatresulted in more than
a few sighs of relief from the Irish coaching
staff.

ntil the last quarter, including the sus-
penseful onside kick, this game had
lacked dramatics. About the biggest thrill of
the first three stanzas had come from — who
else? — Jerome “They Call him Mr; Touch-
down” Bettis.
The sophomore fullback had galloped for
a 53-yard score in the first quarter. On the
Irish’s third possession of thé opening. 15
minutes, Notre Dame started a drive from
their own 26. Aftef senior captain Rodney
Culver was dropped for a3-yard loss, Mirer
hit Bettis over the middle on a play-action
fake for a gain of 22 yards. Then, two plays
later, Bettis took a handoff from Mirer, cut
back left and bounced off a group of Trojan
tacklers to- sprint the 53 yards to the end
zone. -
“I heard a little voice when I made my
cut,” the bruising fullback said. “I wanted to
go outside, but I kept hearing the coaches in

Paul Webb

I had about all of it when it was over,” said football. The stadium had no clue what was
the unlikely hero Irv Smith. “He going on. ‘
e [Pollard]kept saying, “Let it go,I got it, but  “All I saw was my guy come up with the
1l - Ikepttelling him I had it. We weren’t going -
- toletit go until all the people in the stadlum s Irish quarterbéck Rick Mirer threw for
1o had gone home.” one touchdown and 166 yards on the day.
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practice telling me to run
north and south. A lot of
people think that a big guy
doesn’thavealot of speed: I
don’t have too much speed,
but it's deceptive speed.”
On thisday, Bettisdidalot
of running in those two di-
rections. Despite one fumble
in the third quarter that was
recovered by the Trojans,
Bettis had another stellar af-
ternoon on what was to be a
truly outstanding.sopho
more campaign. He rushed
for 178 yards on 24 attempts
and two touchdowns — the
fifth straight contest in
which he scored two or more
times, dating back to the j
Sept. 28 destruction of the
Purdue Boilermakers. This
effort prompted the highest
praise from the opposmon s

* coach.

“He’s a great fullback, the best I've ever
seen,” gushed Smith. “He is the core of the
Notre Dame offense. He was the difference,

without him Notre Dame would have lost

the game.”

The game was a 14-0 Irish shutout at the
half and stood a boring 21-7 with 8:18 to go
in the game when inconsistent USC decided

-to stage their comeback. ‘After Bettis’

fumble, the Trojans took over on the Notre
Dame 20-yard line. It only took two plays for

- USC to cash in on the Irish miscue. On first

down, tailback Mazio Royster took the ball
onadelay and danced for six yards before he
was brought down by defensive back Jeff
Burris. Then, on second-and-four from the
Irish 14, Royster burst up the middle, juked
linébacker Demetrius DuBose, and hit
paydirt to pull the Trojans, with the PAT, to
within seven at 21-14, ‘

“We were up 21-7 at one point but we
could never take control of the game,” said

. Holtz. “We had problems with their counter

in the second half and we just could not
disrupt their rhythm. That’s a credlt to

" Southern Cal.” : ‘
The Irish converted on a 34 yard field

goal by Craig Hentrich to put a little room
between themselves and the hard-pressing
Trojans, but USC took the kickoff deter-
mined to score again. Royster ran for a 14-
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yard gain. Sophomore quarterback Reggie
Perry hit his wide-open tight end Yonnie
Jackson for nine yards. Peiry hit split end
Johnnie Morton on an inside screen for 15
more and suddenly, it was first-and-ten
Trojans from the Irish 4-yard line. With 1:50
to go, USC fullback Raoul Spears took the
handoff and blasted off left tackle for the

Mari Okuda

Paul Webb

Demetrius DuBose prepares to wrap up Southern Cal quarterback Reggie Perry.

score. The two-point conversion failed, but

it was a slim four point lead that Notre Dame
held onto as Larry Smith sent out his onside
kick formation. Luckily, Irv Smith grabbed
the ball and the victory was sealed.

“We wanted to win this one, very much,”
said Perry who had matured a lot in one
game, hitting on 20 of his 35 passes for 222

Notre Dame fullback Jerome Bettis hits the hole for several of his 178 yards.
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The Irish defense wraps up a USC ball carrier.

yards. “We wanted to win not just for our-
selves, but for the seniors who have never
beaten Notre Dame. Sure, it hurts us [the
younger players], but I feel even worse for
them.” ‘ » :
The last Trojan team to beat the Irish was

the 1982 squad which defeated a Gerry
Faust-coached squad 17-13. ,
The victory extended the Notre Dame
winning streak to nine straight against its
great rival USC. But both coaches
downplayed the significance of the recent

Irish dominance in this
historical college
football series.

“This one is out the
window and we just go
on from here,” said
Larry Smith. “Iam not
worried about ‘The
| Series’ at all.”

“There are too many
class people on that
side of the ball for that
program to fail,” said
Holtz when asked
about his perfect 6-0
record as Notre Dame
coach against USC.
“By the time we get to
the year 2000, maybe
things will be going

it always has.”
And so the Irish
continued on. Next
Saturday, the Mid-
shipmen from the United StatesNaval Acad-
emy would come to town to warm Notre

N
Mari Okuda

“Dame up on a cold day.

“It was a hard-fought football game, but
we’re happy to win — it gives us a winning

-season,” as Lou Holtz said. ....Q
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GAME9

On a blustery
November day of
-4 degrees wind
chill, Notre
Dame stopped

-

.

N
DR

Notre Dame defensive end Bryant Young tries to keep warm as the Irish romp ail
. over Navy, 38-0.

By Amanda Clinton

November 2, Notre Dame —

D espite miserable weather, snow, wind
and below.normal temperatures,
Homecoming Weekend continued.

The parade with floats from every dorm
still filed down Notre Dame Avenue and the
pep rally originally scheduled to be in the
stadium was switched, with the appreciation
of all, to the Joyce Athletic Center. Never-
theless, the spirit of Notre Dame was in the
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air as the Irish went head-to-head with the
Navy Midshipmen. : _

And the Irish, favored by 41 points,
showed that the predictions were right on
mark with a decisive win of 38-0.

It seemed everyone knew it would be a
blowout. Some people never even made it to
the game because of the bitter weather. It
was, after all, just Navy. It seemed the great-
est challenge the fans had was not cheering
on the team, but rather, staying warm.

vin Kenny

However, to the players, there were differ-
ent priorities in mind.

“People ask, ‘Was it hard to play Navy
because they are not having a good sea-
son?’” said Irish defensive tackle Troy
Ridgely. “The answer is ‘No,” because
Navy is one of our obstacles to overcome to
reach our goals. And that is how we ap-
proached it.”

Perhaps one of the biggest surprises the
team dished out was the lack of the running
game and the domination of the passing
game. Rick Mirer was able to gain more
experience with the pass and showed the
fans that he can have a consistent passing
game. ’

“Notre Dame certainly has their share of
big play makers. Iadmired their quarterback
alotbefore the game and I admire him more
now that I saw what he did,” said Navy’s
coach George Chaump. “He didn’t care
about the wind, he didn’t care about the
elements, he just went out their and did it
when he had to do it. He made some great
completions at timely points in the game.
And I think that was the difference.

T think without Rick Mirer we could
have been able to hang with them,” con-
cluded Chaump.

In addition to displaying consistency with
his throws, Mirer broke Notre Dame’s
single-season touchdown passing record
with 17. He leaped ahead of Joe
Theismann’s 1970 season, John Huarte in
1964 and Bob Williams in 1949. Not only
did Mirer break the Notre Dame single-
season touchdown passing record, but he

" also set a personal high with 17 completions

and 303 yards.
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Other standout record breakers in the
game were Jerome Bettis, Tony Brooks, and
Tony Smith. Bettis, for the sixth consecu-
tive game, scored two touchdowns. Brooks,
with 2064 career yards, moved up to seventh
place on the Notre Dame all-time rushing
list. Finally, Tony Smith, with 100 yards
receiving, set a career high.

Another record was set by Reggle‘

Brooks. At the end of the fourth quarter,
sophomore Kevin McDougal checked in at
quarterback. He pitched it to Brooks who
took the ball right and charged up the right
sidelines before stepping out at the 3 yard
line. His 65-yard run was the longest by a
Notre Dame player in 1991.

This game. also marked the eleventh
consecutive game Notre Dame had not
given up a touchdown in the first period
dating back to the Penn State game in 1990.

Navy took credit for the Notre Dame
tendency to throw more than run. By pres-

32

suring the line, the opportunity opened up for
the Irish to test the passing game.

“We were able to put a lot of pressure on
their front line today, and I think that was a
key to stopping their run,” said Navy line-
backer Chris Beck. “We did an outstanding
job stopping their backs and you can see that

by them gaining only 60 yards in the first

half. I think this shows that this Navy team
can be a good one and that this one is really
going to turn things around.”

‘Notre Dame coach Lou Holtz credited the
passing success to a combination of factors
rather than just the skill of Mirer.

“I thought that Rick Mirer did a nice job,
but we protected the passer well,” said Holtz.
“Our receivers caught the ball well for the
most part..I thought our football team re-
sponded well.”

Depite Navy’s loss, the team kept a posi-
tive outlook regarding their devastating
beating they received. One of the deciding

factors in Navy’s loss was their inability to
come through when they got close to the
endzone.

“I felt we did a good job out there offen-
sively today. We weren’t able to get outside
asmuch as we did last year, because they did
a good job adjusting their game,” said Navy
quarterback Jason Van. Matre. “They put

Paul Webb
Notre Dame quarterback had the best day of his career to thls point, tossing for 303 yards wlth no Interceptions and three

touchdowns.

their linebackers out wide and that pretty

~much stopped our option. We had some

success when we went inside and we started
to move, but it comes down to the fact that
you have to score when you getinside the 20,
and we weren’t able to do that.”

Although Navy was dismantled, the team
and coach were proud of the pressure they
puton the run. Navy felt that they forced the
Irish to limit the game to throwing the ballin
order to come up with the win.

“Our defensive line really reacted on the
ball well,” said Beck. “We tied up their line
which freed up the linebackers and enabled
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us to make the plays to stop the run.”

The brutal weather made it difficult for
both teams. However, Notre Dame never let
on that it was a problem. Despite high winds
the Irish implemented the passing game and
proved to be unstoppable to the Midship-
men.

“Days like this you just have to concen-
trate more,” said Tony Smith. “The adjust-
ments come after the ball is in the air. You
just have to see where the ball is headed, but
you run your routes the same. The quarter-
back is the one who has to make the ad-
justments, but Rick didn’t seem to mind the
conditions at all.” ,

It would have been bad enough to jog into
any football stadium with snow falling and a
wind whipping to create a windchill of -4.

But to set foot in Notre Dame Stadium, with -

the crowd cheering for the other team and
knowing the opponent is favored by 41
points had to be demoralizing. Navy faced
this as they ran onto the field.

However, the Midshipmen felt that the
awful weather would work to their advan-
tage, although the Irish proved that it would
take a lot more than a few snowflakes or
gusting winds to crumble under the clenches
of the Midshipmen. ‘ : .

“Quite honestly, I was hoping for worse
weather than it was, I was hoping that the
wind would go up to about 60 mph,” said

i
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Galvin Kenny
Fans, who Holtz saw as candidates for
the Iditarod dog sled race, brave the
plummeting temperatues in the second
half.

Chaurmnp, who must have grown up in the
Arctic Circle. “I was hoping that there would
be a’lot of snow and rain. I smiled all day

~ when I saw the weather but it wasn’t enough

to stop Notre Dame and Mirer ... it wasn’t
enough.”

Although the Notre Dame players seemed
surprised at the emphasis on throwing the

ball, so uncharacteristic of Notre Dame, the

team adjusted well to the situation, even in
the bad weather.

“I didn’t have any indication during the
week how much we were going to run and
how much we were going to pass,” said
Tony Smith. “The coaches are the ones
calling the plays."

The Navy game, although a blowout,
proved to be more than any of the fans had
bargained for. With the cold temperatures,
many trickled out as early as the firstquarter.
However, there were those few devoted
Notre Dame fans who showed their undying
support by bearing the cold and sticking it
out to the end.

“We knew the crowd wouldn’t really get
into the ball game — they would be more
concerned about keeping warm,” said a be-
mused Holtz. “But I’ll tell you what, the
people who stayed until the end — now I
don’t know who those people are — but
there are a lot of people with dog sleds who
would like them to run in the Iditarod for
them. That impressed me as much as any-
thing.”

The Irish showed that in the face of adver-
sity, powerful winds, extreme temperatures
and snow falling, the passing game can be
just as successful as the running game.

But a little snow and rain would prove to
be an easier challenge than the other ob-
stacles to come on the Irish schedule. O
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CONGRATULATIONS to the 1992
SUGAR BOWL VICTORS

THE UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

FIGHTING IRISH

FROM YOUR FRIENDS
just south of the Golden Dome

ITALIAN DINING WITH AN IRISH VIEW’

1412 South Bend Ave 232-4244

‘Extra copies of the 1991 Football
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campus students with L.D. may
also pick up their issue.
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GAME 10

Demetrius DuBose is anguished after Tennessee scores a go-
ahead touchdown. Minutes later, Tennessee blocks a last-second
Irish field goal attempt to preserve a 35-34 win .

By J. Bradley Keck

November 9, Notre Dame -

otre Dame has never lost at home when

leading 21-0 after the first quarter.
Never, that was, until the Volunteers from
Tennessee pulled off one of the greatest
comebacks by an opposing team in the his-
tory of Notre Dame football. By way of a
blocked field goal, akey injury, and an Irish
panic, the Volunteers were able to squeak
outa 35-34 victory and g.ve college football
fans one of the most excmng games of the
season. ;

The Irish came into the contest looking for
aimportant win. A victory would raise their
record to 9-1 and put them in the hunt for the
National Championship. Tennessee came
into South Bend hoping to grab the attention
of the bowl representatives that came to
watch the contest. Nine different bowls sent
representatives and after two tough losses in
the Southeast Conference, this was the Vols
final chance to dance in the spotlight and
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receive ainvitation

to a prestigious bowl.

The delegates from the Sugar, Fiesta, and
Orange bowls were jockeying for position
to rope-in the impressive Irish squad. After
the first fifteen minutes and 21 Notre Dame
points, the Vols were becoming old news
and dreams of a top-ranked University of
Miami Hurricane squad facing fourth-
ranked Notre Dame had to be filling the
post-season matchmakers' heads. But
sometimes even the best laid plans ... -

n their first possession the Irish sput-

tered. After three quick plays Craig
Hentrich was forced to punt. His punt was
weak and it came up short for Tennessee
deep returner Dale Carter, The Vols deep-
man had to sprint under the short ball,-and
under heavy pressure, he dropped.the ball.
Notre Dame junior Lance Johnson recov-
ered the football. The Irish had an unex-
pected early second possessmn ingoodfield
position.

On this drive, senior tallback Tony

Thanks to the rear end of
Jeremy Lincoln, Tennessee
blocked a last-second Irish

field goal attempt to
preserve a 35-34 win

Brooks set
the tone for the Irish
attackfor the rest of the first half. On
first down, he exploded 26 yards up the
middle. After pounding through the line
Brooks was stuck six yards down the field by
a Vol linebacker, but he punished that
would-be-tackler, shot up the gridiron ten
yards and was wrapped up by Floyd Miley:
but Miley was in for a ride as Brooks
dragged the 210-1b. defensive back ten more
yards down the field.

Jerome “The End Zone Is My Home”
Bettis and Rodney Culver chipped in 11
more yards for another first down before
Brooks was ready to roll again. On second-
and-goal from the 12-yard line, Brooks got
the call, crushed another linebacker at the
five and pulled another Tennessee defender
into the end zone.

But the Vols didn’t quit. On the ensuing
kick off Dale Carter bumped and jumped up
the field for a thrilling 62-yard return. Carter
juked one playerat the ten, reversed his field

and ran away from the Irish charge. Notre -

Dame’s Jeff Burris, in a last-ditch attempt,
was able to drag Carter down as he flew
down the sidelin




Before the stadium stopped rocking from
nervous Notre Dame heartbeats and Volun-
teer cheers, it was filled again with Irish
exhilaration and Tennessee groans. On the
Vols second play after the return, Andy
Kelly, Tennessee’s quarterback, saw his ace
receiver Carl Pickens open on a quick-out

they took their offensive show on the road.
Kelly overcame his early passing miscue to
usher his team down for a score. With excel-
lent protection, Kelly passed for 46 yards on
the drive, completing four out of five at-
tempts. After a drive-saving run by Aaron
Hayden, Kelly hit a streaking Cory Fleming

prising rout.

In a quick and powerful drive, Notre
Dame added another seven points to the first
half tally. On another drive that highly fa-
vored the rush, the Irish covered 59 yards in
eight plays. Two Volunteer penalties kept
the dnve alive, Finally, from two yards out

for an appar- Bettis trucked
ent 10-yard into the end
gain. As zone.
Kelly re- Aftera
leased the futile Volun-
ball, Pickens t e e 1
slipped and posession, it
Irish was Notre
cornerback Dame ball at
Tom Carter mid-field with
was the only 1:04 left in the
person in the half — 31-7
vicinity of Irish lead. On
the play. first down,
Carter made Culver ran off
the intercep- tackle behind
tion, turned a huge block
on the jets by Bettis for
and coasted 33 yards. On
79 yards for the next play,
the second Bettis cranked
Notre Dame out four more
touchdown yards and the
in little over Irish looked
30 seconds. ready to send
In four fu- the Vols to an
rious min- early grave.
utes, the o , v After a 2-yard
Irish Tad This blocked field goal attempt at the end of the first half was returned 85 loss and an in-
created two yards for a Tennessee touchdown that turned the tide not only of this - complete
turnovers game but of this season. ’ pass, Holtz
and turned decided to

them into 14 quick points. In just over two
minutes both teams raced up and down the
field amassing 187 total yards. These few
wild plays, however, could not hold a candle
to the craziness that was to ensue.

Notre Dame got one more crack at the ball
in the first quarter. In ten rushing plays and
one 20-yard pass to senior tight end Derek
Brown, the Irish marched 94 yards down the
field and in for yet another score. In a drive
in which there was only -one third down
situation, the trio of Brooks, Culver and
Bettis ran over and through the Volunteers,
averaging almost seven yards/carry.

Tennessee was not ready to roll over and
die. Time was in its favor and as soon as the
visitors had the pigskin back in their hands
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for the score. By striking so quickly Tennes-
see was in good position to greatly cut Notre
Dame’s lead by the half.

“It was a shocker, but I've been in shock-
ers before,” said Tennessee’s coach Johnny
Majors. “You can’tjust pick up your tentand
run — we knew what we had to do.”

The Irish withstood this pressure and ran
right down to the Tennessee six on their next
possession and kicked a 23-yard field goal.
Then, just six plays later, it was Notre Dame
ball once again. After making a solid catch,
Fleming fumbled when sophomore free
safety Willie- Clark’s helmet pounded into
the ballashe made the tackle, Asthe football
floated from Clark’s helmet and into Greg
Davis’ hands, the -game looked to be a sur-

close the half with a chip field goal.

The events that followed changed not
only the course of the game, but of the Irish
season. The short kick by Hentrich was
blocked. In the melee that followed, Tennes-
see came up not only with the ball but
renewed hope. From a swarm of players
around the football, the Vols defensive back
Miley stumbled out with the ball. In a quick
move he pivoted away from the pile with
only open turf ahead. Untouched and alto-
gether unnoticed, Miley began his 85-yard
jaunt to the end zone for a shockmg half-
ending touchdown.

Coach Majors had only this to say of the
magnitude of this one play, “One of the great
plays that any football team has ever had. It
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gave us a great lift.”

For Notre Dame this play was much more
deadly than just the missed field goal and the
seven points. Hentrich had injured his leg
and the Irish had suffered a scare. Going into
the locker room at the half, the Irish were
reminded of the reality of football — witha

key injury and the loss of momentum, a 31-
7 lead can be. erased as qulckly as it was

created.

Hentrich came out hmpmg for the second
half kick off — an apt symbol for his Notre
Dame team that also came out lame for the
final 30 minutes. After quickly exchanging
punts Tennessee came out for their second
possession of the half on a mission to score
and score a lot.

Tennessee charged down the field sw1ft1y
behind the strength of Kelly’s arm. The Irish
defense held the charging Vols to a fourth
down but on a gutsy call, Majors went for all
or nothing. On fourth-and-four from the
Irish 30, Kelly looked down the field for not
only an open receiver but a way to take back

some control of the game. He found J.J. -

McClesky, moving across the field for a 14
yard gain. The Vols could cut the lead to 10
and did so three plays later when Kelly
found his tight end Von Reeves standmg
alone in the end zone.

Tested, their Insh came back once agam
aiming to squash any Volunteer hopes.
Junior quarterback Rick Mirer gathered the
troops and led the Irish to yet another score.

On three great passes, Mirer found Bettis, -

Lake Dawson, and Will Pollard down the
field for a total of 52 yards. Another
Hentrich field goal increased the Irish lead to
34.-21.

As the quarter wound down, it seemed that
the Irish had the game firmly in hand. It was
Irish ball to start the fourth quarter and the
home team had a 13 point lead. But in a
whirlwind 15 minutes, the unthinkable oc-
curred — the Irish panicked as Tennessee
came alive on both sides of the ball.

Notre Dame was shut down quickly and
forced to punt three times during the quarter
by a fired up Volunteer defense. Hentrich
finally had to give up his kicking duties as
his knee stiffened up. Senior punter Jim
Sexton had tokick from deep within his own
territory twice. One punt went for 27 yards
and the other for only 30.

Tennessee fielded the 27-yard punt with
only 9:40 left in the game at the Notre Dame

1991 FOOTBALL REVIEW

Nick Spangler

Although Tennessee's first blocked field goal resulted in a touchdown, what
proved more costly for Notre Dame was that it also resulted In a severe sprain
of kicker Craig Hentrich's knee.

45-yard line. From this point on, Notre
Dame lost control. On the Volunteer’s ensu-
ing drive, the Irish committed a personal
foul and pass interference. This was all the
excuse that Tennessee’s tough running back
Hayden needed as he danced into the end
zone, cutting Notre Dame’s lead to six.

took over the ball in great field position.
After moving to the Irish 25, Coach Majors
called his final time-out with 6:47 remain-
ing. He decided on fourth-and-nine to go for
the win. As Kelly faded back into the pocket

he threw for Pickens at the goal line. Irish
faithful let out a sigh of relief as Notre
Dame’s Burris batted the ball away.

The Irish took over deep in their own
territory. Because of a sack, and a short run
by Brooks, the Irish had to go to the air again.

- On third-and-twelve Mirer looked down-
Forcing the Irish to punt again, Tennessee ™

field and threw a strike — right to
Tennessee’s Dale Carter standmg on the45-
yard line.

“We couldn’t get any momentum,” said
Holtz. “We tried to throw it and couldn’t
convert. They gambled and we failed to
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convert.”

A team of nine lives, Tennessee got just
one more. That was all they needed. Three
plays after the turnover, Hayden was coast-
ing into the end zone again on a well-timed
screen pass from Kelly.

“It was the first screen we called all day,”
said a joyous Majors after the game. “We
didn’t know to .call it but we did and it
worked. We caught the Irish blitzing and as
soon as the ball was snapped the offensive
coordinators were yelling, ‘It’s a touch-
down!’”

The Irish had panicked while up 34-21
and now had to score again in order to win.

The strange had became the unbelievable, -

and an unthinkable scenarlo was now the
reality.

“It was just a crazy game,” said Holtz,

Butall was notlost. Composure regained,
the Irish had another chance to win. Starting
from their own 25-yard line with almost four
minutes to play, the Irish marched down the
field. But time was fleeting. On fourth-and-
three from the Vol 9-yard line, Holtz called
his final time out to set up for a game-saving
27-yard field goal. '

It was bound to happen someday — Notre
Dame was eventually going to miss achance
for a miracle. A chance to enter another
chapterinto the storybooks inthis, the 300th
game played in “The House that Rock
Built.” Wlth Hentrich out, walk-on Rob

After a big first half in which Irish running backs ran wild for 233 yards, the
- Volunteers buckled down and stymied the Notre Dame attack.

Leonard came on to kick the potential win-
ning field goal. Making this the field goal
would be a perfect ending to this wild game.
Drama is what has made for great Notre

~ Dame football history — drama, however,

could not put the ball through the uprights

today.

The snap to the holder Sexton was low and
Tennessee pressed hard. As the low kick

cleared the line, it grazed Tennessee player
Jeremy Lincoln’s ample rear end and
wobbled wide right of the goal post.
University of Tennessee Volunteers 35,
Notre Dame Fighting Irish 34. =
Coach Holtz spoke for thousands of Irish

QqsMm |ned

fans after the game when he said, “Thisisthe

~ most d1sappomted I've ever been in my

life.” a
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GAME 11

Garr Schwartz/The Observer

Irish linebacker Demetrius DuBose reaches in'vain for the football, an apt
symbol for Notre Dame’'s frustrations on the day.

By Jim Kuser

November 16, Uhiéer_sity Park, PA —

“I told my wife yesterday that this thing
could ugly. And itdid. It got very, very
B v ugly.” :
— Notre Dame Coach Lou Holtz

One week after dropping a heartbreak-
ing 35-34 decision at home to the up-
start Tennessee Volunteers, the Notre Damg
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Fighting Irish traveled to Happy Valley,
Pennsylvania, to take on the tenacious Penn
State Nittany Lions. This game has always
been one of great importance and of great
interest to those that follow college football
because perennially, and particularly
throughout the 1980s, the team that wins
soars to the top of the polls and the team that
loses stumbles to the bottom of the polls.
Before Notre Dame lost to Tennessee, this
game was received the billings that accom-
pany any game that has national champion-

 The Irish visit Penn State

a week after the

~ demoralizing defeat at

the hands of the

 Tennessee Volunteers —
‘and are blown out by the

Nittany Lions 35-13

ship implications. But, because Notre Dame
lost to Tennessee and fell seven spots in the
polls, the national championship implica-
tions of this game were washed away. In-
stead, this game was to be played for pride.

New Year’s Day bowl invitations whistled

in the wind, but they seemed secondary.
‘What was primary was the show that was to
start at 3:30 EST between two of college

_football perennial powerhouses: the 12th-

ranked Fighting Irish of the University of
Notre Dame and the 8th-ranked Nittany
Lions of Pennsylvania State University.
“Any time that Notre Dame and Penn
State go head-to-head there are going to be
hard hits,” said Notre Dame linebacker
Demetrius DuBose. “These are two tough
teams playing to outdo one another.”
Goinginto the game, Notre Dame was still
seething about a last second loss to Penn
State at a year ago and the loss to Tennessee
at home a week ago in what was the last
home game for the seniors on the 1991 Notre

Dame team. A win at Penn State would help

soothe these wounds.

Notre Dame sought not to rectify a situa-
tion: Notre Dame sought to avenge a situa-
tion. Rarely in the long, heralded history of
Notre Dame football have the Fighting Irish
seen themselves in a losing light. Today was
the day to step out from this unaccustomed
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light. However, Penn State had alternative
plans in what was the last home game for the
seniors on the 1991 Penn State team. The
Nittany Lions were not about to allow the
Irish to be spoil their party. '

With the overall series record of this ri-
valry tied at 7-7-1, this was the last time that

these two teams would tangle at Beaver

Stadium for a long time as Penn State pre-
pares to exit the ranks of the Independents
and join the Big Ten.

And so, here were two traditional pow-
erhouses playing for pride. Here were Notre
Dame and Penn State. The Fighting Irish and
the Nittany Lions; the Blue and the Gold
versus the Blue and the White; Lou Holtz
and Joe Paterno, two of college football’s
most prominent coaches.

There was a record-setting crowd of
96,672 at Penn State’s Beaver Stadium — a
crowd pumped and loud as they anxiously
awaited what was to be a battle. But on this
day, the battle became a blowout as a rum-
bling Penn State offense and a rambling
Penn State defense combined to crush Notre
Dame 35-13.

“What happened to Notre Dame?” asked
the Fighting Irish faithful.

“We fought for a win, but Penn State was
too strong today,” answered Holtz after the
game. “They are a very, very good football
team. Their defense was at its best. Their
quarterback Tony Sacca was at his best.”

Sacca’s statistics on the day were a sharp

14-20 passing for b
151 yards. He had 2 .
no interceptions,é
two touchdowns, £
and a long of 45¢
yards. Definitely
his most impressive
skill was his mobil-
ity; although the
Penn State offen-
sive line provided
protection, Sacca
again and again
avoided all pursuit.

“I was glad to see
Tony get it together
in this game,” said
Sacca’s  coach
Paterno. “He has
shown himself to be
a good quarterback,
but today showed
himself to be a great
quarterback.”

There were many
“prime -time per-
formers” in this

game = for the
Nitanny Lions.
Running  back

Richie Anderson
carried the ball 26

Fullback Jerome Bettis was one of the only bright spots for
the Irish, scoring a second quarter touchdown.

times for 136 yards, two touchdowns,anda  McDuffie grabbed the ball four times for 86

long of 57 yards. Wide receiver O.J.

yards and two touchdowns. The trio of
Sacca, Anderson and McDuffie was so ef-
fective that Penn State never even attempted
a field goal in this game. They marched
around the field with the ease of the march-
ing band at halftime.

Study these offensive statistics to see why
Penn State was so dominant. In a very un-
Notre Dame-like performance, the Irish to-
taled only 109 yards rushing on 31 attempts
to Penn State's 263 yards rushing. The aver-
age gain in the game for the Fighting Irish
was 4.2 yards, and the average gain in the
game for the Nittany Lions was 5.8 yards.
The statistics in the time of possession are
justas lopsided. Notre Dame took 21:13 off
of the clock while Penn State held the ball for
36:48. ‘

But the most telling statistic was turn-
overs. Notre Dame fumbled away five times
to Penn State’s once.

“Their offensive line blew us off of the
ball as the game got going,” said Holtz.
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“Their strength and their
speed showed itself.”

As always, Notre Dame
tried to rally. This time, the
rally started on the Penn
State 3-yard line where, on a
fourth down and goal-to-go
with thirty-two seconds re-
maining in the first half,
quarterback Rick Mirer
rolled out to his left and fired
aball barely above the raised
arms of an open receiver
Rodney Culver. The halftime
score could have been 21-14,
but the miscue left the score _
at a more daunting 21-7. L. 0
Morale was low, and after ?\\\Q\Qx\\\\:&s‘?\
half-time, Notre Dame did §\\§§§§§§\\}\\\\
notcome close to being com- . -
petitive. T\\\ -

“We are not the type of f
team that plays come-from-
behind football,” said Holtz.

“We would have had a good

thing going if we wentin at the half down by
seven. Instead, we went in-down by four-
teen, and we fumbled the opening kickoff of
the second half. It was disappointing and
discouraging." = - o

But Holtz bounced back at the conclusion
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Penn State's Richie Anderson dives in for one of his first quarter touchdowns.

of his post-game press conference.

“In 1987, we lost 21-20 to Penn State and
were then blown out by Miami. In 1991, we
lost35-34 to Tennessee and were then blown
outby Penn State,” said Holtz. “Butremem-
ber what happened the season after 1987 —

RN DREENEN
David Lee/The Observer

so don’t bury us too quick. I don’t handle
losing two in a row well. We still have
Hawaii and the bowl game to rectify this
thing. 1992 starts today and we will reju-
venate. '

“We will be back.” a




GAME 12

In their last test before
the Sugar Bowl, the
Irish narrowly defeat
an upstart Hawaii team

48-42

By Chris Fillio

Novembcr 30, Honolulu, HI —

F or many of the thousands of Irish fans
who travelled across the Pacific Ocean
to witness Notre Dame escape Aloha Sta-
dium with a narrow 48-42 victory, there are
probably many fond memones of the tropl-
cal island paradise.

For Notre Dame coach Lou Holtz how-

ever, “Happiness is a poor memory.”

- So went his initial recollections of a game
which saw the Irish sprint out a halftime lead
of 28-10 only to subsequently surrender 32
second half points in barely averting a 20
minute collapse eerily reminiscent of the 35-
34 loss to Tennessee just a month prior.

Despite the pre-game spread, which fa-
vored Notre Dame over the Rainbows by as
much as 24 points on some lines, closer
analysis of the situation might warrant a re-
evaluation of the two teams.

At game time, the Irish were lacking six
starters, including defensive stopper
Demetrius DuBose and the kicking game’s
total package, placekicker and punter Craig
Hentrich. In addition, the Rainbows hail
from the Western Athletic Conference —
the wacky WAC — a conference known for
its 90 point games decided by a last-second
field goal, where pass plays and options are
many and defensive battles are few and far
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Chris Filllo

Desplte the frlendly message on the Aloha Stadium scoreboard the Rainbows
were hot ready toroll over and die for Notre Dame.

between.

The Rainbows were averagmg Just under
27 points per game while surrendering al-
most .31, including allowing 100 points
combined in earlier losses to Iowa and San
Diego State. Perhaps less noteworthy, the
series history between the two schools was
deadlocked — at 0-0.

Butthe visitors from South Bend were the
proverbial: wounded tigers. Still smarting
from not one but two losses, in succession
against Tennessee and Penn State, the Irish
coaching staff was intent on not letting the
squad feel this game would be just another

day at the beach

With so many questxons on defense

throughout the season having gone unan-
swered, Holtz had concentrated much of his
energies from previous weeks working with
the defensive unit in"hopes of instilling
within them a “defensive attitude.” He felt it

“had paid off — to an extent.

“For twenty minutes we were sharp, we
were alert, doing what we needed,” said
Holtz. “But then we startirig falling soft on
the fullback and that’s where we faltered —
down and inside — and that’s where things
started breaking down.™

* " SCHOLASTIC

i
i
;
i
|
|
i
i
i




Yet, in light of the absence of defensive
stalwarts Germaine Holden, Pete Bercich,
Greg Davis, Eric Jones, Demetrius DuBose
and Anthony Peterson, Holtz felt encour-

aged by the defense’s first half performance.

On the offensive side of the ball, there
were indeed some bright spots for the Irish.
Quarterback Rick Mirer passed comfortably
all night, hitting 12-0f-19 attempts for 218
yards, without any intérceptions. Senior
running back Rodney Culver rushed for
career-high 118 yards in 13 attempts, while
split end Tony Smith was on the receiving
end of nine catches for 140 yards, also a
career best. N

On special teams; the play of the day went
to Notre Dame’s Clint “Cosmic” Johnson,
who answered a ‘third-quarter Hawaii field
goal by fieldmg the ensuing kickoff at the
Notre Dame 7 -yard line and sprinting with it
93 yards for the score, the first such return of
his young career. " -

“The kicker was the only one left in my
way,” said the speedy sophomore. “I was
thinking, ‘I can’t leta kicker get me.” Iputa
move on him and got past him. I took itto the
house.”

. The kicking of. Johnson s special teams

complement sophomore Rob Leonard, was -

encouraging, as he connected solidly on his
first six PAT attempts before the Rainbow’s
right tackle Maa Tanuvasa managed to geta
hand on the last one of the evening. -

The Irish had the usual offensive fire-

works, with 499 total yards. But Hawaii
countered with 473 yards of their own com-
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ing in a myriad of ways: the traditional
forward pass and straight up the gut run, but
as well some surprises including areverse, a
botched fumblerooski play, and onside
kicks.

Dame
sprinted out
to an early
21-0 lead.
Seniors
Culver and
T ony
Brooks both
had first
quarter
scores on
“the ground,
and Mirer
had one of
his own on
an 11-yard
scramble.
For the
host Rainbows, that 24-point Las Vegas
spread seemed to be quickly becoming an
underestimate
as Irish
cornerback
Tom Carter vic- o
timized starting
quarterback3
Ivin  Jasper
twice with in-
terceptions.

But = then
Jasper’s re-
placement,
Michael Carter,
started to heat
things up for
Hawaii, run-
ning the option
attack . . with
ease. _Carter
racked up 133
yards on the
ground in 23 at-
tempts with two
touchdowns
while adding 70
yards and a
touchdown
connection
through the air
on 6-0f-13

Chris Flllio
'For Notre Dame coach Lou Holtz, "Happiness is a good memory,"
ona frustratlng night in Honolulu.

Notre -

passing.

In the second quarter, Carter directed the
Rainbows 89 yards to close to 21-7, culmi-
nating with a 4-yard pass to running back
Eddie Kealoha. After Brooks scored for the
second time of the night, All American
placekicker Jason Elam hit from 31 yards
out as time expired in the ﬁrst half to make
it 28-10.

In the second half, Carter once again
marched the Hawaii offense down the field,
this time 59 yards to bring the score to 28-17.
Meanwhile, the Irish stuck to their bread-
and-butter, the 281 yards on the ground
being par for the course for the running
attack. Sophomore fullback Jerome Beitis
opened the second half scoring for the Irish
with a 4-yard run to make it 35-17, making
him Notre Dame’s all-time single-season
leader in touchdowns with his seventeenth
of the year.

After Elam again connected for the
Rainbows, this time from 41 yards out, it
may have appeared as if the Irish defensive
woes would be of little consequence for the
rest of the contest. Johnson made his return,

Quarterback Rick Mirer figured 50 points from his offense would
' be enough — he was almost wrong.
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- to make it 42-20 in favor of the Irish.
It wasperhaps aboutat this time that many
of the fans in more easterly time zones put a
“W” in the win column and shuffled off to
bed. Slumbering, much like the Irish de-
fense, and much like the defensive unit,
shocked when waking to hear of a slim 48-

42 Trish victory. .

“Hey, we scored 50 points on offense,”
said Mirer. “That’s all I can do.”

Six minutes into the fourth quarter, quar-
terback Carter did what he’d been doing all
night, as Hawaii drove 46 yards to make it
42-26. The magician Carter also dashed in

Ivin Jasper launches a pass over the Irish defense. Jasper struggled at first, but
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given a second chance in the fourth quarter, he led the Rainbows on a 69-yard
. ' touchdown drive.

Cris Filllo
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for the conversion. It was on the touchdown
play, as Carter swung around to his left and
then sprinted 11 yards ahead, that Irish free
safety Willie Clark met him head-on with a
thunderous hit at the 1-yard line. While
Clark may have gotten the better of the
tackle, the feisty Carter- managed to lunge
forward for the score, yet had to leave the
game due to injury.

The Irish were perhaps relieved that the
multi-faceted Carter then gave way to Jas-
per, who threw -two interceptions before
being pulled by Hawaii head coach Bob
Wagner in the first half,

“I'said “This is crunch time’” said Jasper.

] can’tcomplain about not playing and then

not do the job. I went in confident.”
When Jasper vindicated himself in di-

recting the Rainbows 69 yards, pockets of

Hawaii fans taunted the Notre Dame side-
line with chants of “Tennessee! Tennessee!”
The memory got worse, when with 1:38 left
in the game Kealoha hauled in a seven-yard -
pass from Jasper to make it 48-42.

“I feel we could have been ... been more
intense,” said a relieved Tony Brooks after
the game. We gave up some big plays ... But
what do they say? A win is'a win.”

Running out the final minute; the Irish
escaped a stunning effort by the Rainbows
and flew home from paradise with few
smiling faces. . ’ - Qa




'SUGAR BOWL

TR Y
Paul Webb

The Irish pull oﬁ an incredible 39-28 upset over the Florida Gators to end
a tough season with a thrilling victory in N’ Awlins

By Jon Paul Potts

Jaq_u_ary 1, 1992, New Orleans, LA — .

Q:: Dxd you hear the one about the
difference between Notre Dame and
Cheerios?

A: Only Cheerios belong in a bowl.

owentthe joke allof bowl week inNew
Orleans. The origin of this quip was
uncertain: Notre Dame coach Lou Holtz
claimed a waiter in a restaurant had come up
with this rib-tickler, while.the New Orleans
Times-Picayune wondered if the joke had
originated within the ranks of the Notre
Dame coaching staff as a motivational tool.
Either way, it seemed that the whole college
football world was laughing at the Fighting
Irish.
The team finished their season ranked

1991 FOOTBALL REVIEW

18th and got a bowl bid due largely to
television ratings possibilities. After a near-
defeat at Hawaii to the mighty Rainbows in
the last game of the season, the talk circu-
lating was not whether the third-ranked
University of Florida Gators would beat the
Irish, but by how much.

Butthe team would not listen to the critics.

With their collective pride on the line, the
Irish exploded for 39 points and adopted an
innovative bend-but-don’t-break defense to
upset the Gators in one of the biggest Notre

Dame wins inrecent memory, a39-28 Sugar

Bowl victory.
Ha, ha, ha.

he biggest story of this game was the
Irish defense. After Notre Dame’s
regular season ended, Irish defensive coor-

dinator Gary Darnell decided that all the
second-guessing and scrutiny of his strug-
gling defense was not worth the headache,
and he headed for the University of Texas to
assist the Longhorns’ new coach, John
Mackovic. . ‘
That left Holtz without a defensive coor-
dinator for the biggest game of the year—a
Sugar Bowl matchup with the Southeastern
Conference champion Gators who had
rolled through the SEC toa 10-1record. The
strength of the Florida team was its high-
octane “Fun-and-Gun” offense, led by
quarterback Shane Matthews, who had fin-

ished fifth in the 1991 Heisman Trophy

race. Holtz’s work was cut out for him.
And proving once again that there is

perhaps no better “big game coach” in the

college ranks, Holtz devised a defensive
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scheme which featured,
at times, nine defensive
backs and only a two-
man rush. At first, it
seemed that the same
Irish defense that had
been burned during the
season had showed upin
New Orleans. On their
first possession, the
Gators drove 85 yards
on 11 plays — seven
passes—fora quick 7-0
lead. )

It seemed Matthews
had all day. He was
looking off two and
three receivers and
showing little sign of
being affected by the

knee that had been operated on in December.
The touchdown came on a Matthews 15-

yard bullet toa wide-open Willie
Jackson. It all seemed so easy
and so quick. Holtz’s game plan
wasn’t clear yet — but it was
there.

“We felt if we didn’t give up
the big play, we could hold them
inside the 20-yard line, change
some coverages and force some
field goals,” said a jubilant Holtz
after the game. “I'm shocked
that we caused him to pull the
ball down and get out of the
pocket so much.”

The planbegan to work laterin
the first quarter. On Florida’s
second possession of the game,
the Gators drove to the Irish 9-
yard line and had first-and-goal.
On first down, Gator back Errict
Rhett was dropped forno gainby
Notre Dame linebackers Devon
McDonald and John Covington.
The Irish then thwarted two pass
attempts and Florida’s Arden
Czyzewski (pronounced she-
SHEF-ski) came on to drill a 26-

yard field goal, his first of a

Sugar Bowl record five on the
night. The score was 10-0
Florida only ten minutes into the

_game.

Meanwhile, the Irish were
struggling on offense. Their first
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Florld_a s Arden Czyzewski hits one of his Sugar

five field goals.

Bowl record

QaeM Ined

was penalized three times in their
first two drives, including two proce-
dural flags. This did not look at all
like the offense which had averaged
35.5 points/game during the season.

Everything seemed out of whack.
_ Butin the second quarter, the Irish
came alive. While the defense was
limiting the Gators to two more field
goals, the offense was waking up and
on its first drive of the second stanza,
Notre Dame struck fast.

After two Rick Mirer passes to

- senior split end Tony Smith and

sophomore flanker Lake Dawson,
the Irish had the ball second-and-one
from the Florida 40-yard line. On this

- short yardage situation, probably ev-

eryone in the building expected a
fullback run up the middle to get the

two possessions resulted in punts and the first down. But Holtz, who is also his own
whole offense seemed nervous. Notre Dame  offensive coordinator, showed some gutsy"
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Florida quarterback Shane Matthews set five Sugar Bowl
records including 58 passing attempts and 370 yards

passmg

play éalﬁng.
Mirer dropped back, hitched once,

then lofted a soft pass-over Gator ‘

cornerback Larry: Kennedy. Dawson
ran‘an out-and:up and Mirer’s pass hit.

him right in the numbers. He jaunted " '

in for a 40-yard touchdown.: Sud- .
denly, the Irish were back in the
ballgame. -

The score stood at 16-7 at the half.
On the Florida sideline, coach Steve
Spurrier saw that things were begin-
ning to unravel for his Gators.

“Coming out of the locker room at
halftime, I felt that we needed to score
some touchdowns offensively and
stay on the field,” Spurrier said. “We
were sort of hanging by a thread de-
fensively. We weren’t able to stay on
the field and score touchdowns. We
kicked a bunch of field goals and
didn’t score when we had a chance.”

Holtz, meanwhile, considered the
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first half action and
decided that a return to
Notre Dame football
— smagshmouth, run-
ning football — was
necessary if his squad
was to pull this one out.

“I -think that offen-
sively in the first half,
we were out of sync,”
said Holtz. “We de-
cided at the half to go
more to a power and
ball control game in the
second half.”

Sophomore fullback
Jerome Bettis, who a
smiling Holtz referred
to as “my main man!”
during the postgame
press conference,
agreed with hiscoach’s
assessment.

“We knew that we
could control the ball
against them because
we began to do it at the
end of the first half,” he
said. “Early in the
game they played good
defense and had us out

of rhythm, but in the second half, we gotinto
arhythm and really moved the ball well.”

“Well” might be an understatement. At
halftime, the Irish had rushed for only 34
yards on 10 carries. They had the ball on
offense for only 10 minutes and change
while the Gators had the ball for almost 20
minutes. But the second half was a complete
turnaround.

On their first drive of the second half, the
Irish put on a clinic in *“smashmouth foot-
ball.” Highlighted by a senior captain
Rodney Culver’s 19-yard gain on a draw
play, the offense drove 64 yards on 12 plays
— all running plays. Then on fourth-and-
five from the Florida six, Notre Dame’s
walk-on soccer player Kevin Pendergast
drilled a 23-yard field goal.

“That drive really set the tone for the
second half,” said senior guard Mirko
Jurkovic. “That’s when we got comfortable
and saw how well the run would work.

“I think we came out in the first half so
hard, we charged too hard and hit the ground
a lot, and those guys [Florida] got by us,”
continued Jurkovic. “We got comfortable in
the second half and made sure we got our
blocks and stayed with our blocks.”

The Irish scored one more touchdown in
the third quarter on a Mirer pass to junior
tightend Irv Smith and the score stood at 17-

Paul Webb

Senior Derek Brown listens In vain for the, "It's great to be a Florida Gator" cheer after
the Irish had secured the victory In the fourth quarter.
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16,Notre Dame, with 15
minutes to go. The fans
in- the Superdome and
watching bleary-eyed
after a full day of bowl
telecasts could not be
prepared for the wild
football to come.

The fourth quarter
could aptly be called the
“Jerome Bettis Show.”
The punishing 247-
pound fullback rumbled
for three touchdowns
and 100 yards in the fi-
nal quarter alone. This
tremendous  effort
earned him the Max-
well-Digby Award as
the MVP of the Sugar
Bowl.

Bettis’ first score
came with 6:33 to go in
the game. After 13
plays, 11 running, the
Irish drove 60 yards to
the Gator 4-yard line.
Florida had drawn first
blood in the last quarter
and led 22-17 on two
more Czyzewski field
goals. The Irish desper-
ately needed a score so
Holtz turned to Notre
Dame’s paydirt special-
ist— Bettis — who had
scored 20 touchdowns
during the season.

And Bettis delivered,
blasting through a full-
house Irish line for the
score. Holtz opted for
the two-point conver-
sion and Mirer hit senior fullback Tony
Brooks on a rollout for the successful con-
version. Notre Dame led 25-22.

Now it was the defense’s turn to be the
heroes. Starting from their own 34-yard line,

the Gators had six minutes to score and 66 -

yards to go. Florida got to its own 49-yard
line and had first-and-ten. It was gut-check
time for-the Irish defense and the belea-

guered unit dug deep and proved its skeptics

wrong.
“People were talking about how many
yards we’d given up. We were used to it,”
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said senior strong safety Rod Smith, who
finished the game with a stunning 18 tackles,
a huge number for a defensive back. “But
Coach got us jacked up and we did some
intelligent things tonight.”

On first down, Matthews tossed an
incompletion under a heavy rush from Notre
Dame’s left end Karmeleeyah McGill, who
finished with six tackles and two sacks on
the night. On second and third downs, the
Gator quarterback overthrew his receivers.
Then, on fourth down and the game on the
line, Florida coach Spurrier called a timeout

and opted to go for it. Matthews lofted a pass
down the middle and Demetrius DuBose,
‘back in coverage as part of Holtz’s gameday
defense, broke up the pass at the last second.
The Irish fan section exploded and it seemed
the victory was sealed.

~ “We [the defense] were criticized all
year,” said the Notre Dame eagle backer
DuBose after the game. “You know, ESPN
rags on us and said we had the worst defense
of all the bowl teams — all of them. It’s
tough to listen to that stuff all year. But
tonight, we played like a family and won the
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game.

Bettis scored his other two
touchdowns blasting through a
weary Florida line. Taking over
after DuBose’s big play, the
Irish handed off to the fullback
and he cut back against the grain
and burst up the middle to go 49
yards for the touchdown. Aftera
meaningless Florida touch-
down, Bettis scored again when
he busted through a pile-up at
the line of scrimmage to go 39
yards for the insurance touch-
down with 2:04 to go. The game
was over.

¢ 6 W t'sagreatfeeling I have

right now,” said a smil-
ing Dubose after the game. “We
played our hearts out. It’s a big
win for us. It’s the biggest win
I’ve been associated with at
Notre Dame.”

It was a big win. But for the
Gators, it had to be dishearten-
ing. SEC champions and pre-
game favorites, Florida had
been thouroughly beat up by
Notre Dame.

“Obviously, we weren’t good
enough to beat Notre Dame to-
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The physically superior
both defense and offen

Paul Webb
Irish simply beat the Gators up on

se, playing classic "smashmouth
football."

day,” said a dejected Spurrier
after the game. “We sort of
got worn down defensively
and got some guys hurt, but -
we were abletoput 11 menon

_ the field. We don’t have any

excuses, we got beat.”

“The loss takes away from
the season a little,” said
Florida’s only hero,
Czyzewski. “Our goal was to
win the SEC title and win the
Sugar Bowl, but we fell short.
This loss will be tough to deal
with.”

And what of Holtz? After
one of his biggest wins, what
was his reaction?

“Ijusthad a feeling that we
would play very well... Iplan
on getting into Pat
O’Brien’s[a popular
nightspot in New Orleans’
French Quarter] tonight, I've
been waiting to go there since
we got here, but I haven’t left
the hotel yet!”

And with a wink, Holtz was
off to savor his biggest winin
atleast the last two years with
the rest of the Notre Dame
revelers. a
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1991 Final Regular Season Statistics

RESULTS AND ATTENDANCE
9/7 INDIANA W 4927 59,075
9/14 at Michigan L 14-24 106138
9/21 MICH STATEW 49-10 59,075
9/28 atPurdue W 45-20 67,861
10/5 at Stanford W 42-26 70,798
10/12 PITTSBURGH W 42-7 59,075
10/19 at AirForce W 28-15 52,024
10/26 USC W 24-20 59,075
112 NAVY W 38-0 59,075
11/9 TENNESSEE L 34-35 59,075
11/16 atPenn State L 13-35 96,672
11/30 at Hawaii W48-42 50,000
TEAM STATISTICS ND OPrP
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 272 260

Rushing....ccevivesnmeisssesninene 146
Passing......... 105
By Penalty 9
3rd Down Conv......cueeeees 71/145  72/164
TOTAL NET YARDS.......... 5467 4588
Avg. Per Game.......c.ccu.. 455.6 3823
Total Plays 863
Avg, Per Play......ccocnnusinnnnd 6.6 53
NET YARDS RUSHING.......3229 2458
Avg. Per Game..... ..269.1  204.8
Total Rushes.......uu.. ..584 547.
NET YARDS PASSING........ 2238 2130
Avg. Per Game.......cocrersene 1865 1715
Interceptions 10 15

PENALTIES /YARDS......67/516 52/429
FUMBLES /BALLS LOST...27/11 24/11

TOUCHDOWNS 34
Rushing.....ccouesnne R, 21
Passing 12
Retum 1

1310 Y 84153 108 81 426
OPPONENT............... 30 82 48 101 261
1991 FOOTBALL REVIEW

McDougal 5 8 46 17
Hentrich 1 1 42 42
Failla 2 2 17 10
Brooks, T 1 1 16 16
ND TOTALS 141 246 2238 —
OPP. TOTALS194 316 2130 51

Shoococox
—
GSocococoo

Scoring TDR TDP TDRt PAT FG Pts  Receivin NO YDS LG AVG TD
g g
Beuis, J b 4 — = =10 T £ 789 8 188 4
Hentrich, C — —  — 48 5 63
Mirer. R s — _ _ _ 54 Dawson 24 433 49 180 1
’ . Brown 2 325 55 148 4
Brooks, T 5 1 —_ — — 36 .
Brown. D — 4 _ — _ 24 Bettis 17 190 25 112 4
Smith ’T — 4 _ _ __ 24 Brooks, T 11 126 30 115 1
Brooks R s ] — i SmihI 6 86 58 143 3
Smith i _ 3 _ — _ 18 Culver 6 76 47 127 ©
Cul ! Griggs 5 66 17 132 O
ulver,R 2 — — —_ — 12
Le Pollard 2 50 38 250 1
onard, R —_—— —_ 7 — 17 N
Johnson. C . 1 . _ ¢ McBride 2 18 9 90 0
P A Davis 1 42 42 420 O
ollard, W — 1 — — — 6 N
C Mirer 1 16 16 160 0
arter, T —_ - —_ — — 6
McDougal, K 1 — _ — _ 6 Brooks, R 1 4 4 40 O
Dawson L — 1  — _ _ ¢ NDTOTALS 140 2221 — 159 18
Mihalko, R T - — _ _ ¢ OPPTOTALS 194 2130 51 110 12
Clark, W 1 - — — — 6
DuBose, D — — 1 _ _ 6 PuntReturns NO YDS LG AVG TD
Marsh, D —_ - — 2 — 2 '
ND TOTALS 37 18 4 57 5 426 .
Burris 18 227 42 126 0
OPP TOTALS 21 12 1 28 9 261 Brooks, R 1 2% 2% 260 1
Miller 1 5 5 50 0
Rushing ATT YDS LG AVG TD ND TOTALS 20 258 — 129 1
Bettis 168 972 53 5.8 16 OPPTOTALS 17 92 15 54 0
Brooks, T 147 894 57 6.1 5.
Culver 101 550 52 54 2 Kickoff Ret. NO YDS LG AVG TD
Mirer 75 306 46 4.1 9
Brooks, R 18 122 65 68 2 yoppeonC 9 217 93 241 1
Clark 18 114 19 63" 1  proke R 9 198 42 220 0
Becton 15 62 28 4,1 0 Clark 5 85 23 170 0
Mihalko 4. 62 15 44 1 cyper 3 56 27 187 0
Zellars 6 51 28 85 0 pypjg 3 .5 2 180 0
McDougal 4 30 13 7.5 1 Miller 3 19 4 63 0
 Failla 10 39 1229 0 jyoppson, M 2 25 17 125 0
Dawson 1 13 13 13.0 0 Rat.igan 1 7 7 70 0
Poorman 1 10 10 10.0 0 P'lanigan 1 3 3 3.0 0
Hentrich 1 7 7 10 0 Lytle 1 0 0 00 O
Johnson,C 1 5.5 50 0 NDTOTALS 37 664 — 179 1
Lozano 1 33 30 0 "OppTOTALS 48 935 62 195 0
Johnson, M 1 3 3 3.0 0
SD:::;}: } 22 '_g :g‘g g Tackles (Totals-Solos-Assists): DuBose (127-76-
ND TE)T ALS 584 3229 — 5.'5 37 51), R. Smith (69-45-24), Bercich (69-41-28), Burris
OPP. TOTALS 547 2458 — 45 21 (63-48-15), McDonald (60-29-31), Covington (58-
) ’ 31-27), Young (50-32-18), Clark (46-33-13), Ridgley
(40-22-18), G.Davis (39-24-15), Flanigan (36-19-
. 17), Peterson (35-18-17), Carter )30-22-8), Bryant
Passing C A YDS LG TD INT  57'1314) Ratigan (25-15-10), Jones (23-12-11),
- Goheen (18-10-8), McGill (15-11-4), Saddler (15-9-
Mirer 132 234 2117 83

. 6), Gibson (15-7-8), Holden (14-6-8), Lane (13-9-4),

Taliaferro (10-8-2), Mihalko (8-7-1), N. Smith (8-4-
4), Lytle (6-1-5), Hamilton (3-3-0), Robinson (2-0-
2), T. Davis (1-0-1)

Sacks: McDonald (2/10), Young (4/28), Peterson (1/

4), Jones (1/8), Gibson (2/17), Taliaferro (1/7), Lytle
am :
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Tony Brooks, senior tailback

Football News All-America (honorable mention)
NBC/Chevrolet MVP vs. Tennessee (20

for 126 1 TD)

| Selected to play in Senior Bowl

Derek Brown, senior tight end

Walter Camp Foundation All-America (first
team)

Football News All-America (third team)
Selected to play in Hula Bowl and East-West
Shrine Game

Rodney Culver, senior tailback

ESPN MVP vs. Hawaii (13 for career-high 118,
1 TD)

Selected to play in Hula Bowl and East-West
Shrine Game

Justin Hall, senior offensive tackle ‘
Football News All-America (honorable mention)

*| Mirko Jurkovic, senior offensive guard
.| Walter Camp Foundation , College&Pro Football
| Newsweekly and Football News All-America (first

team)
Associated Press All-America (second team)
Notre Dame Lineman of the Year by Moose

Krause Chapter of National Football Foundation and Hall of

Fame
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Lindsay Knapp, senior offensive tackle
1991 GTE District V Academic All-America

(3.26 GPA in economics)

Notre Dame Club of St. Joseph Valley Student-

-| Athlete Award

Toyota Leadership Award for ESPN telecast of

Hawaii game

Devon McDonald, senior defen

sive end

Football News All-America (honorable mention)

Gene McGuire, senior center
Football News All-America (hon
Selected to play in Japan Bowl

Rygm Milhalko, senior fullbéck
Nick Pietrosante Award (by vote

orable mention)

of players to

individual who best exemplifies the characteris-

tics of the late Irish All-America

fullback)

Rod Smith, senior strong safety

Selected to play in Japan Bow]
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] Tony Smith, senior split end

Football News All America (honorable mention)
ABC/Chevrolet MYVP vs. Michigan (5 for 121,
1TD) .

ESPN/VISA MVP vs. Air Force (4 for 134,
1TD—including 83-yarder)

Jeff Baker, senior split end
Hesburgh/Joyce National Football Foundation
and Hall of Fame Scholarship

Demetrius DuBose, junior inside linebacker
Football News All America (first team)

| One of 10 semifinalists for Butkus Award

| ABC/Chevrolet MVP vs. Penn State (6 tackles)

Craig Hentrich, junior punter
Football News All America (honorable mention)

7] Rick Mirer, junior quarterback

Football News All America (honorable mention)
Notre Dame Monogram Club team co-MVP (by
vote of players; shared with Jerome Bettis
NBC/Chevrolet MVP vs. Indiana (11 of 17 for
209, 1 TD; 50 rushing yards, 3 TDs)

16 for 208, 3 TDs; 27 rushing yards, 1 TD)
One of 10 semifinalists for Football News Offensive Player of
the Year Award

NBC/Chevrolet MVP vs. Navy (17 of 23 for career-high 303, 3

TDs)
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Pete Bercich, sophomore inside linebacker
Football News All-America (honorable mention)
Toyota Leadership Award for ESPN telecast of
Air Force game (3.23 grade-point average)

‘| Jerome Bettis, sophomore fullback
Football News and College&Pro Football
Newsweekly All-America (second team)
.. | Notre Dame National Monogram Club team co-
MVP (by vote of players; shared with Rick
Mirer)
ESPN/V ISA MVP vs. Stanford (24 for179 rushing, 3 TDs; 1 for
13 receiving, 1 TD)
College&Pro Football Newsweekly offensive player of the
week vs. Stanford
NBC/Chevrolet MVP vs. USC (24 for 178 rushing, 2 TDs)
Football News Player of the Week vs. USC
Miller-Digby Award Winner (M VP of Sugar Bowl)

Lake Dawson, sophomore flanker
Football News All-America (honorable menuon)

NBC/Chevrolet MVP vs. Michigan State (11 of

Tim Ruddy, sophomore offensive guard
State Farm/Mutual Broadcasting Student-
Athlete of the Year

Aaron Taylor, sophomore offensive guard
NBC/Chevrolet co-MVP vs. Pittsburgh (helped
Irish rush for 327 yards)
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Mark'noio
Linebacker/Penn State

Stephon Pace
Defensive Back/USC

Leonard Humphries
; : C(_)merback/Penn State

Erick Anderson
Linebacker/Michigan

Chuck Smith
Defensive End/Tennessee

Desmond Howard
Wide Receiver/ Michigan

Eric Seamah
. Tight End/Pittsburgh

Derrick Deese Greg Skrepenak
Offensive Guard/USC ’ ~ Offensive Tackle/Michigan

Eric Bruun Arden Czyzewski ‘ . Courtney Hawkins
: ~ Punter/Purdue Kicker/Florida Kick Returner/Michigan State
- b4 ‘ : SCHOLASTIC




Vergil Slmsn |
Linebacker/Air Force

Dale Carter

Defensive Back/Tennessee Lance Dottin
Cormnerback/Michigan Chuck Bullough
Linebacker/MSU

Willie Jackson Chris Hutchinson Keith Hamilton
Defensive Tackle/Michigan Defensive End/Pittsburgh 1

Wide Receiver/Florida

David Yoimg _ Bob itﬁeld o Tom Myslinski
Center/Air Force . Offensive Tackle/Stanford ~ Offensive Guard/Tennesssee

“Tommy Vardell " R
Fu?l?argl)(,/S ;;f?)rd _ Andy Kelly Vaughn Dunbar
o Quarterback/Tennessee Running Back/Indiana
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FINAL WORD

Kevin Pendergast is a
junior forward on the

~ Notre Dame men’s
soccer team. In his spare
__time, he dabbles in
- .placekicking as a walk-
. on for the Fighting Irish
Jootball team

Reflections

of a

Walk-on

by Kevin Pendergast [;?

hen the Notre Dame soccer season ended on

the second weekend in November, I figured
that my next organized sports activity would be
spring soccer practice in early February. Well, it’s
almost February now — and the last few months
have definitely not been anything like what I ex-
pected.

From November until Notre Dame’s spectacular
39-28 Sugar Bowl victory over Florida, I was a
Notre Dame football player.

My chance to play football for the Irish came
under some unusual circumstances. The soccer sea-
son ended a bit earlier than I had expected. A
disappointing loss to Evansville in the MCC final
denied the team the NCAA tournament bid that we
had been anticipating. Then, when the football
placekicker Craig Hentrich suffered aknee injury in
the Tennessee game, Coach Holtz came looking for
areplacement kicker on the soccer team. I made the
team. ,

My first game asa football player was exciting —
butabig disappointment. I was thrilled to be playing
football for Notre Dame on television and in frontof
97,000 fans at Penn State. However, we lost the
game 35-13 and my two kickoffs were not exactly
Hall of Fame material,

I'was lucky enough to get a second chance — at
the Sugar Bowl.

I remember being so fired up just to be dressing
for the Sugar Bowl, butIneverreally figured thatI'd
geta chance.to play. But that game definitely turned
outtobethe blggest thrill of my life. Just to be on the
field to watch the Irish beat thé heavily favored
Florida Gators would have been great ... but kick-
ing a field goal and a few extra points made that
game an experience that I cannot describe. My

kickoffs were still horrendous, but I guess that’s
okay.

After the Sugar Bowl, the experience of playing
Notre Dame football took on new meaning for me.
When I went home to Simsbury, Conn., the people .
in my town were so proud. My high school is not
exactly a breeding ground for college football tal-
ent, so this was something special. Every person
thatI saw or talked to remembered where they were
and how they reacted when the game was on. One of
the greatest pleasures of my Sugar Bowl experience
hasbeen seeing the excitementand pride thatpeople .
inmy hometown have felt because one of their kids
got a chance to play in such a big game.

The most important way that this game has
touched the life of my family and myself came
through the hands of Coach Holtz. After we won the
Sugar Bowl, he presented me with a game ball after
he told my teammates in the locker room that my
mother was battling cancer. Coach Holtz told me to
give the ball to my mom. This gesture showed me a
side of Coach Holtz that people do not always see.
‘What that game ball meant to my mom, what it
meant to me, what it meant to my whole family, is
more than Coach Holtz or anyone will ever know.

Idonot wantto sound like Iam telling justanother
“rah-rah” Notre Dame story, however, I think that

‘Notre Dame football is a lot more powerful than

many of the players and the students realize. My
opportunity would not have meant as much to so
many people if I had been playing for another
school.

It happened, and whatever happens to me in the
future, I will always be grateful that I had a chance
to play against Penn State in November and against

~ Florida in our Sugar Bowl victory. a
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UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

THE “MOST VALUABLE PLAYER’ FOR THE 1991 FOOTBALL
SEASON GOES TO THE COVERS OFFENSE, DEFENSE AND LOTS
OF SPECIAL TEAMS (BAR BACKS, FENCE DUTY, BRATS, ETC.)

Marc Cerrone Joe Christaldi
Pat Clarke _ Mark Donahue
Mike Ferguson Angela Gentile
Jeff Guckert Kevin Harnisch
Jane Hughes Dan Laboe
Kathy Lamprecht Kristine Lazar
Cristin McCarthy Laura Mollach
Blair O’Connor - Jill Saenger
Robb Schoenbauer . Theresa Squyres
Heather Welcome Mackay Williams
Sarah Williams
CONGRATULATIONS

AND THANKS FOR ANOTHER WINNING SEASON!
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Indianapolis Ballet Theatre
presents

Friday, February 7, 1992
8:00 PM
O'Laughlin Auditorium
St. Mary's College,

Tickels now on sale at:
LaFortune Information Desk
O'Laughlin Box Office

Nolre Dame/St. Mary's Students: $7
General Admission: $14
Senior Cilizens, Children under 10: $12

EROVEHT TO YOU BY SUB

STUDENT UNION BOARD

Feb. 25 in the JACC

Student tickets
JACC Gate 10

$12.00
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