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Denuary 21, 19547

The Reverend Paul Bussard
CATHOLIC DIGEST

St. Paul, Min: esota

Dear Father Bussard,

As Chaplain of the Veterans Club hsre at liotre
Dame, I have found the protlem of adequate housing
and assistance vory pressing, most especia ly for the
married vetorans w th Ghildren. 1t seems that our
Catholic g;opla have to be made aware of this problem,
and the couples involved need encouragement.

I have attem:ted to d this in the enclosed sere
mon preached here at MNatre Dame on the Feast of the
loly Family. Of course, liturgically it i s dated now,
but possibly it might be adapted or reproduced as &
discussion of a pertinert modern problen in the light
of an aze old sclution, personalized inthe Holy Family.

In any case, 1 would appreciate rour reaction to
it. |

Sinceraly in lnrist Cur Lord,
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Theodore M. ites>urgh,C.8.C,
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FEASY OF Tie HOLY PAvILY

THg £HFPISTIANFANILY

At the end of sach ysar ccmes the tender heart-warmi:ng nessagd
of (hristmas. The weary world relives asain with joy ard hopse that
never-to-te~forgotten day whan %o us a Child was borm, and a Saviour
given. sach year az youns and cld kneal st the Urib, all fesl as-
sured that the Civing (hild on the straw has all the answers to the
meny probtlems of our plush zut oftan unhappy world.

tow today, before thls lovaely picturs fades inte tha forpetful-
negs and rromise of & uew yvear, the Church asks all the world to csle-
vrate the Faast of the ioly Fardly. ue are told &0 widon our gazs
for one leat look, to take in the gilent adorimr figures on esach side
of the macyer, the figures of ¥ary end Joseph. We are remindsd Chatb
Christ's coming iantc tis stadle did not wmerely rake & tric, nut a
family. liere in these thrue holisst persons whe ever greacsd cur sorly,
we find She prototype and exeuplar of evary thristian Family, yes, o
the families you men hope tc fourd sone day. Hers too in the loly
Yamily, we fin¢ ons of the mo:t important angwers to the rostlass
seeking of cur day for pssocs, security and happinasss.

it would be Aifficult to find & mers isportant elvre it in
1ife trnan the family, for it is in the femlly that 1ife oririnates,
developes, aud fructifies. Yot in our day, thers is hardly aury othar
slemoct of soclety more uncer {ire than the famlly. 4nd it g not sx-
sgrorating to say that the vhristisn fsmily i fighting Tor its 1life.

Cougider these fl ures for & moment. Iwenby-five per oent of
fmerican oouples do not have any children at all. It simply fan'<
fashionable. ©hs next twenty per oent have one ohild only. lwenty
per oent more have tex children, wiich is not even enough to talatoes
ow population. %ow are these couples, sixty-five per cent of all
&xorios: couples, happy sd csontentad in marrigge. spain, the [lipwes
speak for themselves. =ighty-six per ocent of ocur divorcess euwse fro-
couples who nave no children, or only ore or two echlldren. Cn the
other hand, oouplos with five children reprose:t less than one rer
cant of the divorces granted ir this country.

It seoms obvious Irom this actual stute of affukrs, that oup
big familles are owr happy familiss. The reases is that you have to
be big yourselfl to live Zi @ in 8 big family. and if you are
blg yowsell, you are ka%f’i’ ng things to do for other people,

0 have time o find feult with them. 4 husband awcd & wife work hest
togetior as a father and a mothar.

it L& & strunge thing that our world today whilohhas -ads
80 muoh rogress in making lifs gomfortable, has made so littls pro-
gross In making life liveatlo. it is stranze that a country so rich
and prosperous as ours has sc littls use for children who ars the
groatest riches and prosperity of a country. #e apand biilionas of
dollares & year on luxuries, but whesn i1t comes Yo having ohildren,
80 many say: "de can't afiord thom." e utilize the boat neadsof
scisuoce improving health and lengthonisg the span of lifs, ut whsn
it comes to bringicg life luto the world, they devise means ol pre~



venting it. fs put our beut exeoutives to work activAtdng housing
projsots, lut when it comes to making homes of ocwr fine houses, 8°
many prople simply renepe.

The young warriad couple who ars couragsous, who dooids to tol-
low od's way instead of the world's wey for merried 1if 9& are met
with seorn, aud often encugh eviotion. Lest he Lo bother 8zain, the
landlord placards his doer with a sign: "fo enildren and no pats ul-
lowed." Think what those horrivle words mean. *hay meun that human
badbies, the mouat wmgrificent earthly creatiorn of Sod's love and the
lovs of husband and wife Por ecanh othar, are put in tus same anﬁoc
gory as ocuts &d dogs. in some classes o aoocliety, eabs a d doga
sirply replace tham.

{0 add insult to injury, ks g00n ae the notles of the now birth
is list»d in the public vapsrs, our efficiert modarn propapands wmahe
inery mces into high gear. The daluded young oouple, for so thev aees
to the modern mind, are delured with so-ecailasd enlizhtening, uut sctually
£ilthy literature tslling them twenty pesw ways of praotising bipth
controle This is the {rusdom he wes fighting for overseas, soarcaely
& year az01 the frusedom for someone in a ewank olflee on Filth Avenue
to insuit him through the =ail. Thisis the home ghe dreamsd aboul
while she prayed fur his seafle return from the war: a single drab
and dingy room, with & day bod In cne corner, and in avothar, &
portabls hot plate instead of & ocosy kitohen.

Uh thelr hearts =ay well achs, “ut Liese courarsous youny
Christian acuples of today veed ot fesar. jor thse hsarts of Jary
and Joseph must &lse have achsd to sse the longz awaited of iha
nationa, the cavicus of ine world turned away [iroz door to door
srougi t to the light of tne world he wade in a cold and drafty
stable. They too had tc lace oviction by the cruel awd heurtless
sierod. Theirg too ware the hardships - the flight inte .rypt. -

tut if holiness g haﬂviweas, wall onn we wish all t}a SR Urapr-
aous couples of todgy all t'o hesavenly bliss that filled tis hearts
of that {irst Heoly Family throurh ail their trial and aardsiiy. %ith
all the ocoldness of tha modsrn world, at least cur oouples know that
they are not turnivg awey vhrist agaln. Chey ‘ndeed are cradiinc thoe
Christ Child in the Laptissd scul of thelr baby. (heirs oo is the
congolation of heariny the words of Christ for them: "hososver ree
cafiveth guch & little ome in oy name, recsiveth me.”

The world today may go its way, turnl g awwy by the millions
babies that could and should bs born for the glory of bod, hut let
them not ocall themselves Christian for it was thrist who saldt "Suf-
for the little ones to come unbe wo, for of such is the kingdom of
neaven." Leartless zodurn pecplo who are wedded to the dol.sr may
go on, c¢losing thelr deors and making 1ifs dilficult for couples
with onildren, but thay too will one day faee the Christ who salds
"whatsoaver you did wto one of these my lsast brethren, yo. did
it wnto ilﬂ.“

Hy sear {riends, nover forcet that God is not mocksd. The world
may make and break its ocwn rules eoout marriags, Lut it ocmnuot find
happiness in marciasgs apart from Jod and God's way. You can take all
the riches and all the luxuries of our childless ‘morican houses, and



adfi them all together, and still they will not begin to spell out
the happiness that filled the hearts of the iioly Family there in
the stable. For this is & happiness that comes from God, and from
being faithful to Lis way, & tender and lasting family happiness
that is reflected in every Christian family of every age, and which
will be reflscted also in the family that many of you will found
ons day, plsase God.
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