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U.nuary 21. 1947 

The Reverend Paul Buaaard 
CATHOLIC DIG&ST 
St. Paul, Jlin:.esota 

Dear Fa the r Bua sard, 

Aa C'haplain 01' the Veterans Club here at 1Iotre 

Dame, I have found the problem of' adequate housing 

c,td assistance vory pressing, JllOst especia · ly ror the 

married veterans w"th '°1ildren. It seems that our 

Catholic j.ople have to be made aware of this problem. 

and the couples invol vod need wncouragemsnt. 

I have atteau ted to Cb th is in tho onolosad ser• 

mon preached here at N0 tre Damo on the Feast of the 

Holy Family. or course. liturgically it is dated now, 

but po~sibly it mir.ht be adapted or reproduced as a 

disoussion of a pertinent modern problem in the light 

of an age old solution. personalized inthe Holy Family. 

ln any oase. l would apprec late ~rour reaction to 

it. 

Sincerely in Christ Our Lord. 

(Rev. )Thaodore M. iies".)urgh. c.s.c. 
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At t;bo end o!' each ya.r oomea tb• tenucu· heert•warml:.;;g uaaago 
ot Cbrit"-•• fb. WMry world rdliw1 again wit>t joy &r..d hope th&.t 
ntrYW•to-be-torgottan d•y .ti.~n to u1 a Child •• horn. am.i a S..viour 
giv-en. •un ¥Mr as ;it"OW'.ll! Ill\ d old kneel a.t the: Crib. all feel aa• 
a\.l.Hd that th• PiYimo Cld.ld on the stru ha.a •ll the ariawcrc to the 
-.JJ.y p.ro blqa of ow- pluah c.ut oft.mi w:.h.appy world. 

How today• bo!"or • trib lov~tly p.icturs fa.doa itrto ~h·$ f'ort:•tf-al­
n•aa ad p.•oiaiae ot' ~ uew yoar, tho Church uk:a all the W'>rld to .z;~l\)• 
b.n.t• the Fitut of tr. ;ioly 1vt!.ly. ~~• &r• t..old tJo •d.d<an our ~azo 
tor o.no lut look, to t.6lt$ in the ail,..,nt e.dorinf, r1gurea on M..:h Bid~ 
ot t.li.e Wll:.g-wr • th., tigun;,41 of llta..ry and .Joseph. We uo ret1oi:.d~d t:Hlt 
<4u-ht • • mlld.ng into t!:• at.ule did r:.ot •roly mall:• & t.ric, t:e;t ~ 
tu1ly. HEH"& in \!1••• thn• holih•t t»reonu who ev9r gnood et.ir ilHH"ld. 
we find \h• prohotypii> &l!.d •~1.Pl&r ot GVilr'f -.hriatiau Ptlomily, :r.Jlri, c':1f 

the fudlioa you men hope Ui:t to~d. aGlM day. H•r• too 1n tho :'.oly 
}1uily 1 Q .fi :;a, Ow<t of the l:t04'i t import.a.r.:t atl81"1'11i t.o th.,. l"O·ll'. tbs1.11 
••king ot ow• day tor ik~&oo, aeourity at•d O.ppiTHHUh 

lt would be ditf"~ .. .::ult to find a. l'l!'#.H''a b;yJOrtant el(n1~!lr t tr 
lit• tha.n th.e tamil;y, tor it l 11 in the fetdly -that lire ori.f".iJ-:e..t11ta, 
dovelop;ee, a.iai tru.etU"ieu1. Yli>t in ou:r <:lay, t.httr:t i¢!1 hardly an? oth<J:t• 
elemnt of aoolet.y l!IOl'e u.'ld13.r fire th&.n tho fuU.y. And it. 5 .. s ;,ct ":IX• 

&gfon.til'~ to aay that th• .;hriartia.n taHy h fight.in{~ ro:r H:.,i; li!'e. 

Vo£1'1dcr t.heao t1.~ur6:s for a .,,m;ant. 'l\fe1..;ty.1'h·:t) p<ijr n{~~,t of 
Aaorloan oou.plu do r:;ot h•ve li),;Jry ehildnv a..t all. 1 t l!. 5 .. mply i 11.;~' t 
tuhionaole. l'h8 rJCH.:t 'twenty por oont have ono ohild only. :.·w.,,,nt;r 
per Mn\ aore h&vH twl'(I ahildren. utt i c:h its uot ev~n at<<:luif,h. to ''·&la;; r,....J 
O\r population. ~ow are th•- oouplH, aix.ty-fbe por °""':ut t1f' dl 
.a.ria&r ooupleu. happy &d oonter•t•d in aarrl"4h Ar;a.!rt• tr:~ figtr f.J• 
s:peak tor 1sh9111USttlvff. ~;:l.~htJy-ei.x t'9l"' o~1i ot eur dhorc'9t ei:>'rTe rrm 
coupl•& Who r.&'''1$ llO children. or only one or two childrmh en tho 
oth•u• hai:ul. oouph111 with five d:•Udren rttproaoiit leu thA.n una per 
O<lt:Ut Of tha 4iV\'Jf'008 p•ui.ted lt'e th:l,s COW'.lt.l"y• 

It ••OtU olrrlou• trom tit ie aotual atato o:r &ft&tra, that our 
big t'ai.litt# IU"O (H.U" happy t'u1l 1ea. ~i'he ntaacin is that 'fOU have tQ 
'M bit; yota"'aol.t to lh't' lii?t Q:i~ 1n a bi~ !"aaily. A!ld if yo1. &J"tt 

b1,g )"01.1' ••lt. y..;,u a.re ke~/frnHnr; th:l.n~a to do tor othor peo:pi... 
co bav'!> tiu to i'1nd !'a.ult w1V,h tlum. A husband ar;d a wife work l'At>.t 
tor,•t.l• r aa a tat.her &JJd a 1:10ther. 

lt ia a et.rtulge thin(: that 1:.nu· world today wh~~'-'hh&a :i:&d11 
ao Si.iioh !J>!'Op-oaa in Mkint;: lif,,, oomfortable, haa !ftad~ •O 11tth pro­
gr•a• in Mld .. ug: life liveatil.o. lt 1$ atnr.qi;e that a country 80 riiJh 
aa:.d proapero1.ta a.a ours ha.a 1m Ht;tl~ uae t•o,. children lllho uo tho 
groat.eat rich•• Nid 1rc11pority of a oouritey. "• •t>eand billionu of 
d.olltu•e a yeu on lu.xurioa, hut Whdn it 1J0'1lea to naviug citildr«I. 
80 -.ny .-Y: ~<~G 01W • t a.f'.!"ord \h£14ll• tt i'o utilho. t!ut boat hc.tadaot 
ac1«Aoo iapro?b1g hMlt.h t11nd lentthonir .• ; th• aaµaiu1 ot Ht<», rut W'h!lln 
Hi oo·noa too brin.gh,g Uf<.t :lute tne werld11 they d.•viae ~\~Ula oi' pre-
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Vfttint; it. Ae put OUI' bea'!; esoouti Yea to work &cti 116t6nr, houa1.ng 
projeota, L't.it lih9n it OODllll to u.kitl-g hOtli$11 ot 01..1" fine hnuaee, ao 
man~ proplo aimply renega. 

T'he young Mrrie4 ooup.L• mo a.rs ooW"&(;oous, who dool.da to 1·01-
low iiod'• ""11nstea«1 d: the world'• way for married lite a.re met 
with •oorn, 1t1d often onour,h eYioti~:m. 1.eat hu be both~u·&Qpln, tb e 
landlord plaoa.rda hb don with a aigna "Fo children &l'1d no pata al· 
lowed. 11 ~:'liink W.at thoae horrible wordu ae&Ih ihey '!n&n that human 
b&biea, the moet :iagr.ifice:nt earthly creatiol! ct ~d'& lov'd and the 
lovo ot huab&nd and wife ftH• ea,,lh Otl'i;,r, are put in th-3 same oate­
goey ~ oats &H! doga. ln aome clu.11HH (}f aooietJ<. oate &i·.d dor:;a 
si~ply npl1.oe til@•• 

Zo add tnault to injury, fl.G soon at5 th~ not5.oo "'lf th!!.! rHJ'lf b'irth 
is liat.,1d ir• ti1·~1 public ~rs, our 01"'fioiont mod'l:rn prnpa~and& :'IS.oh• 
inery ~ea into high g9QJ". ~'ho d..,lud.ed ,-oung couple, !'or 40 t~"-'Y 1uuti:1.> 

to tho moc:larn .mind, a.nt delur.:•d with ao-called enl ithtoni~if;. t;-,.;t &ot .. ally 
filthy lltor&ture tolli11r, them twa1ty uew nya or praot~.J:ir\1~ hirth 
ocmtrol. Thia ie the fr·:J~dom he llir-~a firr.M:iug tor ovu1&otu1, c;O&.r'Cklly 
.. ye&r ago I the tr1.uw:lom rv •OM<m• in .. •Tt&t>.k off ice on FH't,h ;\'11;'?1\.le 

to lli.el.4lt h.ia through the -.11. 'l'hi&ia tho he).IM a:;e drea.ud about 
While ah• pra.yttd tor hia .a.i"o ratuni from tho war: a al.ugh drab 
and dingy roa, wl th a ~r bod 1.n o:w oorrHi.r, 111.J:;d ir1 a.1:1ot;h..t:r, a. 
portabla bot t)late bat.ad of a ou1y kitohttt•• 

(,1h ~h•ir heart• '!ii1A'¥ well aclH,, ~::·ut 'Uhe&o Of)'ani.fStJoua y,;;1.u~t 
Cllrl•ti.an OOU.?l•a of today rnted ~:ot fl!MU". for the hea.rtB i)! .. ':&r;.r 
and ~ioe•ph a\.uat &lao ha;:<8 aoh.od to 11".J• th!$ lon€: &waited n!' t~''.'" 
ationa, 1ih$ ~;avio\.l.S ot tiHt world turrnitc1 away .t.'rom doot' t.o 1.to-or. 
oro1.1g: t to the li3h:t rt:Jt thCJ _, rld ha l<l&d.o 1n a ccld a:~d dra.rty 
ate.bl•• they too h&d to ft.cs oviotion by tbo cruel and h~!i.rtlou 
~terod. thaira t.oo wre tho hs.roh.ips <;f the flight into :»(Ypt. 

i;ut lt holin••• l.ti hA;ipine•a. w..tll can we 1'1sh all tho etl\U"&f'.­

aows ooupl•• ot 't~ all t\o heavenly !)liu that tilled ti~• h~a:rt¥S 
ot ttiat t'ira't Uoly family ~roi..trh ail thu:h· trial tlr•d hartah 1p. ~Uth 
all tho ooldnaaa of tho !t!Od•m lf#:i rld. at le&st our oouplea kriow that. 
tJ·1•y a.re not turning a•y •.dlr: st e.11:ah:.. l'hey :.~~d are oradl 1.r,1r, 1tl o 
Christ Child in ttu• t,apt1aed i:.n~ul of th~ir be.by. '!'hol.ra too 1a the 
oor;aolation ot hllarit•fZ the ~rdi.t o1" L:hri st tor them; "!1rulaO$ViH'' n­
CMt 1 veth at.:.<lh a l 5. t t.l e one in 'ttl)f nUlt:1. reo~ :, voth 111e." 

Th4t world today •Y gg it.a way, tumit~g away oy tho million.a 
b6.b1•• that t30uld and should be born :for th• tlory ot :Jod., hut. l&t 
1UI.• not oall theuelna ChriGtia.n tor it was l...hriat who aa.1d.• "sut­
t•r tho littlo onea to llO:mll unto \'a• tor o!' suoh i• t';a kirigd~ ot 
h•ven· » hoa.rtlcuu~ mod,;,t.rn peor;lo who &1''1.t wedded to tho dol :aJ" •Y 
go oc. cloaag t.h•ir door.,. ai.d makir.g lifo clitf'ioi.olt tor couples 
wi ~h children, but they too will ona day fa.oe tho t:hri ~:>t who a&1d 1 

"#hata09v•r you did u.;:to on() of' th3H .f!iY litaat b:r-eth~en, yo.;;;, did 
it wn'to a..• 

!t.J .ioar i'rienda, nov@t' t'or<rdt that God ia not mocked. nw world 
may make and br.U ita or.i; rules a.bout marriage, t;ut it oaru.iot find 
h.&pplnesa in -.rri&g,• ape.rt .fl"tl:ll':. God and ttod' a way. You can t,&ke all 
th• riohea and all the luxw-itta o!' our ohildles• .t..mooriaan ho1.1a••· a.mi 
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add them all together, and still they will not begin to apell out 
th~ happineaa tl1at filled tho hearts of the Holy Family there in 
the stable. Por this ia a ha.ppineaa that oomea from God, and f'rom 
being taith.ful to lib way 1 a tender and lasting :f'uiily b.appineaa 
that i• re.f'lacted in every Christian family of' every age, and. which 
will be re?r~cted also 1n the family that many of you will found 
one day, please God. 

***** 
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