(Sermcn delivered by the ieverend Theodore .
Hesburshy vetel e, President of the University
of Yotre Dame, at the Solemn ied dass of The
Catholic Lawyers (mild of Chicago, Chicago,
Illinois, Sunday, Kovember 1, 1953.)

»T live, now not 7, but Christ liveth in me."
haad G‘alo 2, 2(3

o

\/\ These briel words of “aint Paul are the key to sanctity. “hether

8 man be ;—beg{ggar, like “sint Benedict Labre, or a bishop like “alnt Augustine,
s holiness results from Christ living within him by grace. Because of this
fundamental truth, the life of every saint is a kind of continuing Incarnation
of Christ, so that Christ is permitted tec live again on earth amdl to manifest
#is saving virtue in every walk of 1ife. Thus, the charity of Chriat, the
Justice of Christ, the very humanity and redemptive kindliness of Clirist is
made known again to people of every age and every profession in the person

of those ssints who permit Christ to live in them, and with them, and through

them.

The legal profession has had its saiuts. T should like to speak
briefly today of two saintly lawyers, and then more at length about one of

the two,

The firat is a lawyer who spent little time in the lepel profession.
His sincere conclusion, after a few months of legal practice, was this: he
could not remain in the profession and save his soul. Accordingly, he fled to
the desert, where amid the vast silent expanse of sand and sky he pansed a

gelitary 1life in the conteaplation of things eternal and divine,

The second saint staved with the law and prew with the lew as the
law grew with him. Vhile he lived some f{our hundred years ago, there is a cone

temporaneity to the legal cast of his career that makes it hirhly relevant tnday.?
o
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" one can ensily make the necesssry transpositions of time and circumstance

to picture him starving his way through Oxford and his early legal educa=-
ticn at the Inns of Court. OUne can imagine the penury of hia first years
of practice, his enthusiasm at those first triumphs of justice, and the
growing maturity of the man and the lawyer as he rose in importance from
post to post until he had been named by the king to be Chancellor of the
realm, the highest legal position in the land. Iiis 1life was full of the
faniliar political tensions at home, the pressure of internstional crises
abroad, the long conferences to settle high policy, the hurried trips and
successive triuephs, the {riendship of kings and emperors, and, with it all,

the inner hunger for e few qQuiet moments at home with his wife and children.

Yes, here 18 a lawyer's lawyer, a judge's judge, a politician's
politician, a Aiplomat's diplomat, and, with it all, the saint whose sanctity
was part and parcel of all these activities for all of these years. @am-»»ia -
a msn who precticed sanctity on every level, for Christ lived with him, and
in him, and throurh him all along the wey. Amg 1&‘ his sanctity was, in the”J
providence of God, crowned by martyrdom, that martyrdom merely confirmed the
acnievement of his life, for Sir Thomas Yore spoke these last words “rom the
scaffcld: "I die the good servant of the king, hut fodta first."

2% /b»%J‘L Z? would apea,g,to you of this lawyer saint loday rather than of the
saint who fled fmt.m legal pmfemion.i In making thls cholce, T um not
depraciating*ﬂ; young lawyer who today contemplates things eternal and divine
in a_y’frafipist Yonastery, That, tco, is part of God's plan. Hut there must

#till be men in the world’,z as all of you are in the world, to face the same
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crying need for justice in the affzirs of men,,for the rearing of Christian

families, for order in the leplislative process, for the maintenance of true

liberty against all that would unjustly hinder it, for the promotion of peace ﬁ’ ‘
. 7 . - - / el ]

on earth, at home and abroad, W2 lwce- Taks cald v o @ (g ""’%‘*”j fy

fir Thomas %éare did all of these tmnga superlatiwly a8 a lzmy'er. ﬁk Lo

Z:/, VoA ann S A tnn
His memory remains today, highly cherished @veuin ﬁmmat(an@ anlam&”becanu ol |
Corned kwx
he 414 511 of these things as only a mi.r(’c co :[o t‘wm- meapuring each

¢ v /\A
successive problem with the chartty and the justice of iMat[nho lived in
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Hore was born t0 greatness as ihe sparks fly upwards. But like all
the saints, his inner spirit differentiates his greatness from the other greats
of all times. Az & young man, he thought of becoming a monk. After much
reflection and prayer, he declded that his strongest yearning was for marriage,
family, and professional 1ife. There 12 a homely tale of Wore takine his young
wife back to her home in the country to cure her homesickness and to seek her
father's advice as to how he might stop her crying and make her a rood London
housewife, "Use your rights and give her & good beating,"” advised her fsther.
"7 know what my ripghts are," sald YMore, "tut I would rather ycu used your
autiority." More's pentleness as a father was evident later when he used to
w:ip his unruly children with a peacock feather. #Hore's young wife died after
thelr four children were born. 7o provide them vsi:hw; ;aotm;/,mhe“;:;rrmd a
widow, Tn due time, with the marrlage of his children, the household mmbered
twenty-one children and grandechildren. Here was his delight. Ve are told that,
like a lovinz father today, he always brought each one ome & gilt from nis

many officilal travels, and insisted that they write to him every day while he
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was abroad as the king's ambassador, le chides the girls not to say there
‘2 nothing to write about, becaure glrls have always been rifted in writing
at length about nothing, Because of his wit and brilliant conversational
ability, the king and queen would keep him with thelr court for dinner after
tre Poysl Council meetings, ¥ore would, on occasion, act purpesely dull, so

that he might steal home and be with his family.

t'nder his influence, it was both a holy and a happy household.
Hore himself used to rise st two each morning to pray and study until seven.
¥ach day beecan for the femily with ¥ass and !loly Communion. FEven an urpent

call from the king could not budpe him {rom his chapel until the Yass was
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Visiting furopean scholars, would spend mouths at a time in his house-

J&“I—Luw—»( /I\ fo ‘/i =S 'k’\- A e ki '\ m7 Fony, gﬂ'%l.‘,ti'f"f Vi
hold, »&a childmn were the hest educated in the land, Tmy\tmly grew in i ook
wisdom, are, and grace, Pamily prayer closed each day for the whole household, ws

Only his favorite e&awhwr, %ﬁarg&mt, kmw that umier the velvet
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gown, Thomas Wore wore & halr shirt to curb his unmly fleshe ﬂﬁ*{di{i nothing
Ve Ma/x,'q‘fh;ﬁ,f"

te curb his infectlious laughter whieh rang tiroughout the house like musice
Hig family was naturally proud of his success and prosperity. Like the good

father, e warned them against the evil days ahead:

) "If you live the time that no man will give you good counsel, nor
no man will give you rood example, when you will see virtue punished and vice
rewarded, if you will then stand fast and fimly stick Yo Ged, upon pain of
my life, tihough you be but half zood, God will allow you for whole £00d eecessces

“e may not look to our pleasure to go to heaven in feather beds: it is not
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the way, foer Our Lord Himself went thither with great palo and by many tribue
\

latimnu.*"J{“"‘ie may hope that his family remembered these words wihwn his property
was confiscated and e himself was locked up in the Tower of London wille men

rigged a trial to condemn him to death.
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(the success of ¥ore's professional 1life might be explained bi]‘i”“ﬂ

/
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happy combination of pleasing personality, intellectual talent, absolute
interrity, and hard work, The latter quality is best illustrated to this
gathering by mentioning that, with the Chancellorship, he inherited a neclected
backlog of untried cases, some pending for twenty years. Vithin a year, he

nad cleared the docket to the last case,

e pet the best glimpse of lore's personality and intellectual
talents from Erasmuz, the wandering scholar who was the forerunner of humanism
and classical culture in Furope., Frasmus calls Yore one of the two most edu-
cated men in iinggland; fngland recognized this by making him the High Steward
of the Universities of Uxford and Cambridge. Trasmus tells us that Yore dresses
simply, avolds wearing the chain of his office, loves equality and {reedom, and
shuns the high socciety of the royal court whenever possible. Especially Irasmus
stresses that talent of YWore's that he himself had experienced so often. Hore
a8 a ¢ift for friendship., He will take over his {riends affairns, thouch care-
less of his own, his gentle and merry talk cheers the low spirited and dis-
tressed; e loves to jJest with women, especlally his own wife, and quarrels

are unknown in the houseliold of “‘ore where Irasmus spent so many ha monthse
ny happy

Ancther grest contemporary scholar-friend of Hore's, the Upaniard,
Yives, gives this thumbnail sketeh of the salnt's virtues -« ¥ore is characterised
by "the keenness of his intelligzence, the breadth of his learning, his foresipght,

bis mederation, his integrity.” 'U«“;{J& ollw wrveds ane ol Ao tiendd oo
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Tere are many highlights of his career that might be noted - the
publicgtien of his book g}ggig,-whﬁch added a new word to the “nglish language
and presented startlingly prophetic concepts to political theory: his history
of #tichard III, which so influenced “hinkespesre's play of the same title; his
career as the king's ambasssador ahroad, the Important role he played in
negotiatling peace bet'éen tha fmperor Charles of Jpain and ¥ing Francis of
Frence 1in the Treaty of Cambraij his offices as 'nder~Treasurer, Speaker for

he House of Commonsy nis knighthood, and, finelly, his succeeding ‘ardinal
v“olsey s8s Lord Chancellor of ®ngland. In all of this, from the day he began
hls legal wori at Lincoln's Inn to the day he resigned as Cliancellor, the

striking virtue we find tivroushout his professiocnal life ls his personal
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In his early legal practice, he was Iisinterested enough to urge
li{tigants to avold expense by making up their quarrels. I they would not,
fe sicwed them how Lo keep down costs. As a judwe and public official, he
never accepted gifts. nce at New Yeasrs, however, i did take a pair of
gloves to aveld hurting a lady's feelings - but only after he had emptied
into her hands the many gold pleces stufled inside the gloves, After a long
career of public office, he was characterized as "s worthy and uncorrupt

magistrate,” "a holy and righteous judpe.”

But amid the highest plaudets of success, 'iore awaited the day
wihen he would pay the price of ceonscience and integrity, te was not unduly
impressed with the favor of princes or nis own importance. After King Hemry
nad visited his home one evenlng and walked arm in arm with him in the gerden,
Hore remarked to his family, "Tf my hea” could win him a castle in France, it

would not fall %o ro.M
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It was not the castle in France which caused the break, but Henry's
torent matterts the dissclution of his marriage to Catherioe so that he might
marry Anne Poleyn. At first, the king counselled with Thomas More about the
grent matter, After much study and advisement from the best authorities in
the land, ‘Eem decided that here was a matter whlch he had to d;;;.ga &ﬁ‘iﬂ the
king or !!QM-‘*& ém;a}fw Hle could not satisfy both the king amé ehrist, for the
answer that the king wented was not the answer that would satisfy Hore's
At
conscience.

The king asked him pointedly where ¢ stood soon after he becsme
Chancellor. iore tells us that he fell to his knees and told the king that
he would gladly give one of his limbs if he could serve the king in that
ma}ter with a safe conscience, But he could not. The king promised to
respect his freedom of consclence., Yet, as the months passed, the pressure
increased. ‘"hen the Fope gave a negative answer o ‘fenry's request, Henry

decided that he could ease the matter by declaring himself the Cupreme llead

of the Church and Clergy in Fngland.

Tne yes-men begen to fall in line. 7The universities bowed thelir
hends, The Parliament approved Henry's action. Tihe final blow came the day
tozt the official defenders of orthoedoxy, the clergy and 2ll 4 e Rishops, save
one, Fisher of Rochester, took the oath, The following day, Sir Thomas ¥ore
resigned his office as Chancellor and gave up the Ureat Seal.

s
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There wes an interval during which his sueeessor tried to convict

him of trearon, but so loyally and so 4isnreetly had he conducted himself that
fl. -/»\43‘
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tne case falled for utter want of dﬂ}"ﬁé’f" dence,



—80

in

R e
) o A .JLL‘/»/ ¢
G Lo [ Jl (](

#ore made no public demonatration,/‘ but neither would he compromise

nis pesition in any way., “hen the bishops presented him with & magnificent
collection of #350,000 to repuy iim for his services to the Church, he polite-
ly refused their money, even though his family was, at the time, burning garden 1
ferns in tihe Tireplace for lack of money to buy firewcod. ¥Vhen three of
Henry's bishops invited him to be their puest at the coronation of Anne Boleyn,
again he politely declined, Tinally, ‘enry lost patience with this one lay-
man who was a living, though silent rebuke, to the action of the king. He was
asked to take the oath or to take the consequences. 'no was he to hold out

| ( v Cond paqicecotiy Yo 4«;«1 freensd, The m-;w."
against the universities, the bishops, @ixwg Parllament?, %“ho was he to forfeit
als position, to jecpardize his family and his property, to incur the wrath
of the king to tle point of being hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn - all
v Lees
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for & point of cmwcience? . Koo neyec /

‘}\~ More's response to the judges was a summary of his life-lono inteprity:
"You must understand, Sirs, that in things touching conscience, every true and
good subject is more bound to have respect to his ssld conscience and to his
scul than to any other thing in all the world beside «.... I do nobedy any harm,
I say no ham, I think nc harm, but wish everybody good. fnd 1f this be not

enough to keep a man alive in good faith, T long not to live,." -

The trial wore on, There was no question about the uliimate
sentence, but somehow it had to be justified. 7hen in desperation, a key
witness, one “{chard Fich, perjured himself to fabricate a suspiclous cone

v
versation with Jore, the accused replieds
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"If T were a man, my Lords, that did not regard an oath, T needed
nct, as it is well known, in this place, at this tise, nor in this case, to
stand here as an accused person, And if thia cath of yours, Master Tich, be
true, then pray T that I never see od in the face; whlch I would not say,
were it otherwise, to win the whole world," \7’72{% wady fnrn ol ““*‘9*‘/
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Taring his leny; months of imprisomment in the Tower, iore med tated

on the “assion of Christ and prayed that he would be granted the strength to
bear his own passion. tlienry commuted the sentence of disembowellment to be-
headinz. ¥ore joked that he hoped such kingly mercy would not be extended to

any other of his friends,

Tt is said thet as a man lives, ac does he die. #ore died cheer-
LL@T#% fully, bravely, and with all the urbane courtesy that had characterized his
, ‘1ife. A He lemned on the lieutenant of the fiuard as he climbed the scaffold,
"] pray you, see me safe up,” he said, "and as for my coming down, let me
ehift for myself,” le embraced the embarraessed executioner, gave him a gold

,j_ S

cein, and asked ?;m to spare his beard since surely it had committed no

- Qi T (o -4 {\L e koA IV
treason., ‘iis last words from the scaffold were few, but t!‘my rang throughout
Europe, and must have thundered in Henry's ears. le asked the bystanders to
pray for him in this world and he would pray for them elsevhere, le then
begred them to pray earnestly for the king that it aicht please (oed to give
him pood counsel, protesting that he died the kiag's good servant, but God's

firat,

“n yet ancther tower, that of our Law “cheool at the University of

totre Dome, there is s niche which is occupled by the fi-ure of “aint Thomas



- 10 -

More, It is our pmyer every day in the ¥ass, @W&My
vu:‘uj[f A ;zféhfn/ qu,.
mxms«m t.hat tod may raise up other lswyers of the stature of Saint

Tromas More, who carried the mind and heart of Christ from the courts of ihe
poor to the palaces of kings, who 80 cherished the ideal of human lam and

maman justice under Uod t'xmt, he pladly gave his life rather than betray them.
01 S NN

As he died for Jjustice and the ra.g'*at as Jod zave him to see 1, may Tod give
O\,Zj Meott Peyea Ronmjios

us th& courage to live for these ssme things, and, in this, nay we too be

W.ﬂ(‘ A
sanctified 4n Christ and msy peace and (Zﬂhﬂ‘ be preserved in our times.

"’1‘;’/\&/\”‘.‘\' (\J\M'vwﬁ\



P ¥ Y _ n; ;o
k_ L g pandigar A 1.;/_;/ g‘ e g TN e [

va  h
7
z- -t '
L e = sk et
‘ p
I S AP S S0 i,

’ Jire :I,\( "y ‘/{,1 PRV L .
PATER FAMILIAS
Phyllis McGinley

Of all the saints who have won their charter--
Holy men, hero, hermit, martyr,

Mystic, missioner, sage or wit--

Saint Thomas More is my favorite.

For he loved these bounties with might and main:
God and his house and his little wife, Jane,
And the four fair children his heart throve on,
Margaret, Elizabeth, Cecily, and John,

That More was a good man everybody knows.

He sang good verses and he wrote good prose,
Enjoyed a good caper and liked a good meal
And made a good Master of the Privy Seal.

A friend to Erasmus, Lily's friend,

He lived a good life and he had a good end
And left good counsel for them to con,
Margaret, Elizabeth, Cecily, and John,

Some saints are alien, hard to love,

Wild as an esagle, strange as a dove,

Too near to heaven for the mind to scan.
But Thomas More was a family man,

A husband, a courtier, a doer and a hoper,
Admired of his son-in-law, Mr, Roper,

Who punned in Latin like a Cambridge don
With Msrgaret, Elizabeth, Ceeily, and John,

It was less old Henry than Anne Boleyn

Who haled him to the Tower and locked him in,
But even in the Tower he saw things brightly.
He spoke to his jailers most politely

And while the sorrowers turned their backs,

He rallied the headsman who held the axe,

Then blessed, with the blessing of Thomas More,
God and his garden and his children four,

And I fear they missed him when he was gone--
Margaret, Elizabeth, Cecily, and John.,
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