L

.

s

T LTl

X

} ‘
HEY YORK TIMES MAGAZINE/October 29, 1972

© Loghober 29,1932]

Thé price is very high,; -

the price of delay is vasily higher:

Feaiher

By Theodore M. Hesburgh

America’s national psyche is troubled today,
although we hide it in multiple ways. We name-

_ call, hide behind code words, pass the buck. Scme-

even say that all goes well, that there are no real
‘problems. But there are. The New York Times
editorial endorsing McGovern for President spoke of
the need for “a perception of the things that are
wrong with America — politically, socially, eco-
nomically, morally—as wel: as the things that are
right; and a sense of priorities that gives prece-
. dence to human needs and public integrity over
the panoply of wealth and the arrogance of power.”

Both candidates say that this campaign offers a
choice on real issues, as never before in this cen-
tury. However, most campaign rhetoric tends to
be ncgative and does no! always get to the heart
of the problem. No one likes to look at the heart
of darkness. The real solutions are painful. Even
speaking sbout them is not the best way to make
friends and win votes. But the issues do remain.

What are the real problems that face America

The Rev. Theodore M. Hzshurgh is president of
the University of Notre Dame and chairmon of the
United States Commission on Civil Rights. This
article is based on u speech he made at Union
Theclogical Seminary upcn receiving the Reinhold
Niehubr Award. :

Heshburgh's program
for racial jusiice

today? The most neglected ones are mainly
domestic: poverty, welfare, urban blight and law-
lessness, flight to the suburbs, unemployment, cost
of living, taxes, housing, political corruption, un-
stable family life, education and busing, drugs, dis-

satisfaction among ethnic groups—to name a few./
ﬁhe most spectacular international performance,

and ours has been truly spectacular of late, cannot
bury or obscure these human problems’ or justify
neglect in solving them]They arc all, in a real
sense, interlocking, part of the total organic struc-
ture and reality we call the quality of American
life, or the lack of it. To the extent that they are
unresolved and continue to exacerbate millions of
Americans daily and mar their lives, America lives
in contradiction to its highest expressed ideals of
liberty and justice for all.

We are not the only nation in the world to
have these and other problems. What is unusual
is that the most affluent nation in the world shouid
have them at all. It suggests that we have used
our wealth badly, as indeed we have; that we
have had some poor leadership over many years
and worse priorities, as indeed we have. Ye!
in rione of these have we been unique in the world.
Cther nations have had equaliy bad or worse leud-
ership and priorities, and, while some have not
squandered the enormous sums that we have, it is
probably because they have had less wealth than we,

There is something unique, however, about Amer-

~ jca and its domestic problems. This becomes most

apparent when others attempt to compare us with
Sweden in health or with Britain in crime, Most
nations arc reasonably homogeneous in their pop-
ulations, whereas America is the greatest melting
pot in the world for all races, religions, colors and
nationalities. In fact, we, as a growing nation, en-
couraged this: “Give me your tired, your poor . . A
is proudly inscribed on the Statue of Liberty at the
entrance to our greatest port. By and large, it
should be said that this human mixture has en-
riched Amecrican life. The lists of our greatest
artists, scholars and scientists’ are dominated by
those who were born ‘abroad and came here to
seek opportunity and freedom from peisecution.
Many are those who entered as paupers and died
here as millionaires. Our Horatio Alger story has
never been so true elsewhere in the world.

Despite all of this success, the melting pot_ failed
to function in one crucial area. Religions and
nationalitics, however different, generajly learned
to live togethei, even o grow together, in America.
But color was something else. Reds were murdzred
like wild animals. Yellows were characterized as a
peril and incarcerated en masse during World Wai 11
for no really good reason by cur most liberal Prasi-~
dent. Browns have heen abuced as the new slave la-
bor on farms. The blacks, who did not come here
willingly, are now, more than a century afier their
emancipation by Linco!n, stiil suffericg a host of
slavelike inequalities.
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We. don’t cven like to talk about this failure
and its conscquences, When someonc does talk
about some aspect of it seriously, as, for example,
Danicl Moynihan in his report on black families, he
is accused of bad motives and excoriated for his
sceming prejudice—even though the latest census
report amply justified his findings. (The number of
black families
per cent to 3C per cent in the last decade.) The
reason for this sensitivity is as complicated as the
problem’ itself. One cannot consider seams in a
seamless web. Families reflect opportunity, or
especially, the lack of it, in housing, employment,
health, education. There were few Moynihans around

- to ‘comment when blacks were not allowed by

whites to marry, when black women were abused
freely by white masters and -when black brothers
and sisters were bought and sold like farm animals,
even by somc of our greatest Founding Fathers.

But the point I really want to make is that
because of our failure to cope with color differ-
as we did with differences of religion and
naticnality, we now have wniquely complicated
domestic problams. I speak frankly as a white map
to the white majority. Equally frank talk will be
nceded between and among the colored minority
grovps.

Most of our domestic problems are exaccrbatﬂd
by our problem with color. In fact, until we recog-
nize this and begin to understand that failing to
cope with color means inevitably failing to cope
with the other domestic problemms, we are condemn-
ing ourselves as a nation to a constant lowering of

hcaded by women jumped from 20 -

our quality of life, to a continual ncgation of the
hopes of an increasing number of Americans who
are now without much hope of real equality. More-
over, while this is very much a minority problem
in its pinch, it must be very much a majority prob-
lem in its solution. The white majority docs not
like to face the real cost of the solution.

Few white Americans have taken time to study
the real dimensions of the color problem, except

- insofar as it touches them personally as whites. In - -
the context of our segregated society, it touches -

all too few very acutely. First, look at the numbers.
About one out of cvery six Americans is colored.
Twenty-two million are black, about 12 million are
brown, -about a million are yellow, somewhat less
than a million are red, and then there are variations
of all these colors—for a total of 36 million Amer-
icans. This means that there are more blacks in
Amcrica than whites in Canada, more browns in
America than white Australians in Australia. A
problem of this dimension cennot be ignored or
Band-aided over. It should be noted parenthetically
that not all of these colors are equally urequal.
Generally, reds are at the bottom of the totem pole
of inequality, browns are in the middle and blacks,
whose problem is larger and has, because of visi-
bility, received more attention in recent years, are
on top. Yellows are a very special case.

All of these, whatever their nonwhite color, are
people, Americans and citizens, and they are prob-
ably growing in numbers faster than the white ma-
jority. Consequently, the longer this problem re-
mains unsolved, the larger and more complicated

- fact, Americans at that time began to

it bccomes. Also, the more intractable become most
of our other domestic problems, which are so en-
meshed with the problem of color. The time for
solutions is now—it should have bcen yesterday,
when the problem was smaller. :
For example, there were about three mllhon
blacks in Amcrica at the time of Emarcipation. In -
solve what
was a much less complicated problem than we
have now. The laws that were passed to guide the
transition from slavery to citizenship were generaliy
as good as those we have passed in the last decade.
This forward movement was abruptly negated when
Hayes sold out the blacks to gain the Presidency,
which he had lost by popular vote to Tilden and -
could regain only with the electoral votes of the
South. By pulling the Army out of tie South and
disregarding the Reconstruction legislation, Hayes
ushered in almost a century of apartheid in Amer-
ica. Those who downgrade the efiect of Presidential
leadership in this area, or pooh-pooh the lack of it,
should study the disastrous effect of Hayes’s atti-
tudes, words and actions on the hopes of black
Americans.
4 1 believe that we are at a historic crossroads to-
day, much more momentous than that of a century
ago. We have witnessed enormous progress for
colored Americans, especially blacks, in the sixties
The whole upward thrust may be reversed in the
days ahead as white Americans tire of the effort, or
are impatient with the tenacity of the problem, the
price it really demands of whites everywhere, not
(Continued on Page 76)
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(Continued from Page 21)

only in the South. Never was
Santayana's famous (hctum
truer: Those who ignore his-
tory are condemned to repeat
fts mistakes. ﬁg

- Consider for a moment how
the problem of color compli-
cates some of the domestic
problems mentioned above.
Education is the best issue to
begin with, the real issue hid-
den under the phony issue of
busing. As an N.A.A.C.P. pam-
phlet on the matter was en-
titled: “It Ain’t the Busing;

- It’s the Niggers.” The title

comes from a remark made
by a white woman,

When one trics to find an

' - effective approach to the to-

r
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tal problem of racial justice,
education is by all odds the

" best. View the vicious circle:

A black youngster is generally
born into an atmosphere of
poverty and failure, He grows
up in & poor hcuse in a poor
neighborhocd. He has a 30
per cent chance of not having
a father at home to guide
him, and, if so, his .mother
must often work to support
him, which deprives him of
the parental cducation that
most white youngsters take
for granted. Then he must go
to a dismal ghetto school

. which resemibles a jail more
.than a school
“enough, functions as a custo-

and, often
dial rather than an educa-
tional institution. All around
him the atmospherc is pol-
Juted, not just bad air and
water, but a bad human situ-
ation in which to grow up:
failure, violence, drugs, pros-

© “titution, stealing, unemploy-

be bright,

ment,
ness.

Our black youngster may
but no matter.
Many of our eager politicians
of both parties, lusting for of-

aimlessness, hopcless-

. fice, obliterate whatever hope

he might have of leaving this
impossible situation. Even if
busing is the only way out,
and ihe courls find that he is
indeed being deprived of his
14th Amendment rights to
cqual opportunity in educa-
tion, busing will not be avail-
able to him as a means of re-
dressing  his  inequality,  if

‘these politicians have their

way. If good white neighbor-
hood schools are good for

76

whites in the suburbs, then
bad black neighborhood
schools are in no way good
for blacks in the ghetto. But
no matter; Blacks should not
be allowed to contaminate our
nice white schools, or neigh-
borhoods, or businesses, and
they don’t have enough polit-
ical power to challenge the
white majority anyway. So
prejudice speaks.

Mind you, I am not propos-
ing that white children go to
bad ghetto schools. I ain mak-
ing the opposite point: that
unless black children are given
a chance to get out of, and
away from, these schools we
now finally see as so bad
(since white children might
have to attend them), then
we have destroyed the last
bridge out of the ghetto,
which we also created by
prejudice and often by Govern-
ment-financed housing poli-
cies.

Without a real educational
opportunity (which for a
black often means a non-
ghetto school), the black
youngster will never eventu-
ally matriculate at a first-
rate college or university, will
never qualify for a profession
or even a decent job, will
never be able to support his
family, will often drop out of
the only dismal school avail-

.&hle and become a trouble-

some, costly and nonproduc-
iive member of socicty. This
isn’'t much fun for him either,
so he will also .often -be frus-
trated, aggressive, violent.
There .is no escape in_try-
ing to put the blame for
such educational deprivation
on inherent lack of talent or

‘virtue. There are too many .

telling examples of those few
given an equal chance meas-
uring up and even cxcelling.
It would be like accusing
blacks of lack of physical
courage to compete when they
were excluded from competi-
tion in professional sports, as
they were excluded during
our apartheid years. Once al-
lowed to compete, they not
only excelicd, they dominated,
despite their being a minor-
ity. The same is true in other
fields.

There will always be in-
equality of  performance
among men and women of
every country. Some will be
more virtuous, work harder,
accomplish more. But it is in

the nature of our national
commitment  that here in
America all will start cqual,
all will have equality of op-
portunity. As long as equality
of opportunity is not a reality
for all, we have no right to
criticize bad performance.
And it is not a_rcality today.

I am nol saying here that
blacks can get a good educa-
tion only in the company of
whites, but I am saying that
most  predominantly white
schools are much better than
most predominantly  black
schools in a society where
the majority is white and the
political power of the purse is
white, where most whites live
in good neighborhoods and
most blacks in the worst
neighborhoods — those dis-
carded by whites. I am say-
ing that in Amecrica, North
and South, East and  West,
white children educated in
predominantly white schools
have historically had a better
education than black children
educated in predominantly

Conecerned priest

¥

k3

fi
¢
E
[
{
\

-~
PRSP e

« -7

* inferior schools,

black schools. There have

-been ample studies to docu-

ment this,

Some say improve the
ghetto schools, but for long
decades we whites have been
unconcerned about black ecd-
ucation and blacks are rightly
dubious about'another empty
promise. Meanwhile, another
generation of young blacks
and other colored minorities
is condemned to another
round of hwnan hopelessness.

One final point: Ever since
therc have been buses, white
parents have been busing
their children to where the
best education was—as black
children were buscd only to
away from
whites. It was only when it
looked as if the process might
be reversed that the furor
began.

1t has been rightly‘ observed
that the cducationa] and bus-
ing crisis is fundamentally
created by housing patterns,
and that the problem will re-

Father Hesburgh at a Congressional hearing last March where
‘he opposed a ban on school busing for racial integration. “The

real solulions are painful,” he says.

into the heart of darkness.”

“No one likes to look

main with uys until open hous-
ing becomes a  reality. No
segment of Amcrican life is
more completely ruled by
prejudice and white superior-
ity than housing. 1t is a sim.
ple fact that an underworld
gangster or a white call girl
can more easily rent or buy a
house in most white neighbor-
hoods than a black profes-
sional man or woman. A very
short time ago, prejudice was
so institutionalized  that it
could be written into-lcases.
The lily-white arrangement
was preserved by Federal
housing agencics. Even after
World War 11, houses fore-
closed on white veterans
would not be shown to biack
vetlerans.

Thus we have created the
ghettos that blight all of our
large cities in every part of

‘the country. Now begins a

new and more subtle develop-
ment. Those with education,
employment and social accept-

. ance — mainly white — move

to the . suburbs. Businesses
and employment follow them.
So the blacks are ringed by the
white noose of the suburbs.
If some people try to, build
low- and moderate-income
housing there, so blacks can
escape the ghettos and be
closer to better -schools and
jobs, suddenly there are new
zoning laws requiring multi-
ple-acre tracts for each dwell-
ing. The suburbs are willing
to enjoy every possible Fed-
eral subsidy for roads, sew-
erage, schools and so on, but
do nothing that would mean
sharing their better living
condilions with colored mi-
nerities. Even improvements
in public transportation come
about largely because of the
demands of the affluent, who
must get into the "city to
work and back to the safe and
secure suburbs at night.

No one person is responsi-
ble for this pattern of preju-

"dice, but everyone white is

responsible; we and our white
institutions, our white hous-
ing contractors, our white
real-estate agents, our white
financial and lending entities
—all maintain the myth that
one black family, no matter
how nice, inevitably ruins the
neighborhood. This is a sclf-
fulfilling prophesy, and the
real-cstate agenis have made
it a profitable myth by their
block-busting techniques.
Why do we have bad neigh-
borhoods in the world's most
affluent country? Even in
some less affluent European
countries there are no neigh-
borhoods as bad as ours.
Again, we face the problem
(Continued on Page 80)
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We call it Loews Island, because we've got more to
of{er you in Manhattan than anybody else.

Five great hotels. With over 2600 luxurious hotel
rooms and suites to choose trom. In five unbeatable mid-
town locations that put you close to everything worth seeing
and doing in our wonderful town. From fabulous Park
Avenue to the growing, glowing West side. And everything
we have is yours at a wide range of rates to suit any budget.
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“That meant until

(Continued from Page 76)

of color and the total faiiure
to integrate one-sixth of our
population with the other five-
sixths, There are relatively
few blacks who live in good
neighborhoods. Those who do
are well-cducated and well-
employed —-- and they are
the proof of what is possible
in Amecrica, as well as the
cxception {0 the present rule
of prejudice that has gn\vcn us
our ghettos.

As far back as present
memorics go, and further be-
yond to slavery and Recon-
struction days, it was un-

‘thinkable for most whites to

live mnext door to Dblacks,
since blacks were thought to
be inferior—simply because of
their color—and, thercfore, a
superior white should not so-
cialize with an inferior black.
It was all right for blacks
to take care of white chil-
dren and nurse them, clean
the house, wash the clothes,

tend the sick, build. the build-

ings, cook and serve the meals

and clean up afterward, even

sleep’ with lecherous whites
who so desired, but even
after all that association, they
must be kept in their place.
a decade
ago there were many places
in  America where blacks
could not get a drink of water
or a Coke, a meal or a room,
a seat up front on a bus, a
swim, a place to pray, a bed
in a hospital or, God help us,
a place to be buried—if doing
any of this involved associa-
ting with whites. It is part of
my real hope for America
that all, or most, of this daily
affront to the human dignity
of blacks was outlawed in
one day by the Civil Rights
Act of 1964. But there is no
known way of outlawing prej-
udice, and all of us whites
must confess that -the sense
of white supcriority is still
deeply rooted witnin us. As a

- Catholic priest I should cer-

tainly know better, but I
catch myself thinking and
judging umusﬂy almost every
day.

If problems of housing and
education are organically
linked, there is a third link In
the chain—employment. If you
have equal access to jobs, you
have access to what are
called the good things in life:
education, housing, health,
foad and drink. Now the
simple fact is that most Amer-
icans of color have uncqual
access to the better jobs be-
cause of a varicty of rcasons
growing out of other inequali-
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ties — mainly ecducational.
Ninety-six per cent of the jobs
paying above $15,000 annually
in America arc beld by white
men, which says somcthing
about women's incquality, too,
There are aiways. fwice as
many uncmployed blacks as
whites, and black teen-agers
are about 25 per cent uncm-
ployed and often unemploy-
able, mainly because they
went to ghetto schools or
dropped out of them. Thos2
blacks who are employed
make on the average about
half as much as whites. Most
black mothers of families

" must also work to supplcment

the family income. Even those
liberal white institutions for
the working man—the labor
unions in the construction
trades—have had a miserable
record in granting equal ac-
cess to work.,

Because of the numbers in-
volved and the available facts,
I have mainly spoken here of
blacks, but we learned a few
years ago in a Southwest Chi
cano hearing of thc Civil
Rights Commission that the
average family income of Chi-
cand migrant farm workers in
Texas was $1,400 a year. The
condition of their housing,
educational, health and social
services was far worse than
that of most blacks. Américan
Indians, we are learning, are
equally far below the miser-
ably low scale of Chicano
farm workers.

I have never been deeply

- concerned about the wealthy

or powerful of this land being
deprived of their rights. Only
the poor and powerless hese
these problems in any real
sense. And cven here, the be-
ginnings of Federal help—for

legal services, for cxample— .

arc now under attack by in-
sensitive legislators and ex-
ecutives on both the Federal
and state levels. New York
contractors have been let off
the hook for two years on
their “affirmative-action” mi-
nority-cmployment programs.
Pressure on the Federal Civil
Service Commission to hire
more minority-group employes
has been relaxed, just when
the commission had finally be-
gun to move forward on this
problem. Again, it's the old
vicious circle: Deny cqual op-
portunity to become qualified
and then deny employment on
the basis of nonqualification.

Americans have traditional-
ly tried to solve problems with
motey, except when it comes
to our own poor. J am willing
to concede that the present
welfare situation is a mess
and should be totally rcorgan-

- albod- e //W'z/
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SODA [CRIG instant soda sy

Make fluffier pancakes, foamy apple-
beer, sparkling wines, bubbly soft

drinks, ice cream sodas, scotch and

soda. SODA KING is the most versa-
tile kitchen and bar aid you'll ever
own. And practical. You'll never have
to carry soda bottles or cans home
again. So no deposits, no litter,
You'll never run short when unex-
pected guests arrive. And SODA
KING saves you money; makes a full
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cold and sparkling drinks. You also
get better carbonation with SCDA
KING Super Chargcrs Tney're
packed with 5% extra power.

Try SODA KING ‘‘Cold Duck” Wine.
Pour 2 cups chilled burgundy and 2
cups chilled dry white wine into
SODA KING. Follow instructions
packed with SODA KING for carbo-
nating wines. Then decant delicious

*‘Cold Duck’ sparkling
wine directly from lhe

quart of pure no-calorie club soda
for just smali change. Only SODA
KING has an extra wide mouth that syphon bottle. Write us !
gulps whole ice cubes for instantly  for more recipes.

i
1
L s
WALTER KIDDE & COMPANY, INC., Belleville, N.J. 07109 f &Ed el
Some
é & é /;98
| = L PRRERERA

SODA KING available at:

E.J. KORVETTE « MACY'S -
and other fine stores in ycur neighborhood.

a4

ABRAHAM & STRAUS ¢+ B. GERTZ « CIMBELS » 6. KLEIN
tAAYS « TWO GUYS « CALDOR

ZARL ORHMJ)%TS

These new Christmas ornaments
trom India are fabulous! de-
lightful! clegant! They’re made
of scarlet velvet and hand em-
broidered with silver and gold
thread ond paillettes by lovely
people who wanted to make
something beautiful 1o help us
celebrate. Starting at the top:
Partridge In A Pear Tree, Rock-
ing Horse, Peacock, Snow Man;
Owl, Elephant, Angel, Sun Face,
and King Boreas. One $2.25;
Three $6.25; Nine $17.95. Post-
age 45c. N.Y. residents add

tax. W. s

Dept. 1-29, Moin Street,
Sharon Springs, N.Y. 13459




(in counearation w dth Nwwm*e Cri)

»

J / i

”;

0y
?

s
;—.,— ————

(

I

&f&‘ o
POy e

yeoa HOOTS coreal is frosted swesat and )
Havored. And it's fortifi

COa
amins. A dati

NN I
| N

: ; e
’5! \w»\.i‘. m\né“"*\,__,.xw/ L..,..«..w..d Lmqg \.m...,ﬁ

icious and nutritious w

wvsvz?r‘\ rf*'"‘ T

2, ‘«‘u

lww‘!

OOV,

ad with 8 cesential
ay to

art breakfast. \’@u_;famsiy vill fove it

1 Company

©Copyrizht 1922 by Kelinge Company

(“‘ﬂ
006

y I

with this un-wn on your pext putchsse
. of 8-z, siae package M socoa HOOTS

us 3¢ for hundhing whon terms of {lus

MR. GROCER: Wo will redeem this coup-o:\\‘

P
o"or have been complmd vum by you and
t

()LPY K.

dise or- 8 clearnn; house zpproved by u

ﬁ‘; /:/;. S “ﬁﬁ
o8t

hot b
ot 3¢, l’Fl.I.O\-G QAI.tS COMPARY.

\,"
e e el 3
‘* s 4 purchosod.

\ bol i1l
tor "£.0. HOX 1172, CLINTON,
JOWA 52732, " Coupon will bo honored only
H subnutind by a retaler of our forchisn-

s

and acung for, and at the nsk of, surha
retatler. Invarces proving purchaso of suf.
ficient stock to cover coupons presonted
or rodemiption must be shown upon
requost, Any sales tax muost be paid by the
cansuimer, Only one coupon redomption
gw packaye. Oller good only in the Uwmited
tates and void where fyohiinied, ticensod,
taxed, or restrictad by law, Coupun wh.oct
to cmmsv «cn when lelms cf aiter have
h. Cash vnluc 1/20

Otfor Knlted 10 one coupon per pukng. A

/7

2 1109 07_ A e s dhas tay

&

‘e

ized. However, 75 per cent of
present welfare goes (o the
poor who, as the goad Lord
reminded us, will always be
with us: children without par-
ents, the physically disabled,
the blind and the halt, the
old, the wounded veterans,
the mentally deficient. Even
some wealthy people who are

so ready to criticize welfare -

costs cannot want this group

to starve or he homeless.
As for the “welfare loaf-

ers,” it makes little sense to

criticize anyone willing to
,work_ if thcre are no jobs

available or no training avail-
able to qualify for work. I
believe that everyone who can
work, should work — but
this does mean both crealing
enough jobs and opening job
training for those now denied
it because of color.

It ‘would be interesting to
compare welfare with other
forms of American govern-
mental  subsidization as to
cost,and human justification.
For openers, in nonwelfare
costs, we subsidized others to

the tunc of $43-billion last-

year. .

For cxample, we subsidize
wealthy farmers; we subsidize
railroads and  airlines, and
roads for those who have
cars; we subsidize those look-
ing for oil and gas, those in-
vesting  in tax-free  honds,

~ those sending heavy mail in

huge quantities for commer-
cial purposes; we  subsidize
military dictatorships, foreign
investments, trips to the
moon, travel by Congressmen
and Government exccutives,
everywhcere for practically any
purpose. We subsidize prain

.for the Russians and Chinese,

cven though it raises the cost -

of bread for our poor. We
subsidize most poor countries
while we gripe about a miser-
able subsidy to the poor of our
own couniry, and cannot face
the obvious solution: feder-
alizing the program, providing
work for those who can work
and providing a minimal an-
nual income for decent human
living in America.

All this is tied up with tax
reform, which would tend to
lighten the burden of Middie
Americans, whether colored
or not. They now bear a dis-
proportionate share of the fi-
nancing of dubious govern-
mental programs, and it is
their sons who disproportion-
ately paid with their lives and
limbs for the Vietnam debacle.
M Amcrica is verging toward

populism today, it is precisely-

because the numerous lower-
and middle-class Americans,
the former made up chiefly
of colored Americans .md the

latter of white ethnic Ameri-
cans, arc bepinningg to take
cquality of opportunity seri-
ously, and justice and fair-
ness, too.

The price of solving our
domestic problems, especially
the problem of color inherent
in most of them, is very high.
The price of dcelay is ever
larger problems and ultimate-
ly a larger human cost -No
nation will have true civil
peace — and freedom — un-
less it expends every possible
efforl to achicve justice for
ceveryone and, most of all, for
the poor and powerless.

Thomas  Jefferson,  who

‘wrote -our Declaration of In-

dependence, was our Ambas-
sador in Paris when our
Constitution was wriiten. On
his retarn, he refused to sup-
port this Constitution unless
a Bill of Rights was added.
This was done, and a bettcr,
richer docuinent emerged. We
have, over the years, enlarged
its vision of justice and ils
scope with additional amend-
ments, the latest giving the
vote to the young. As we ap-
proach our 200th birthday, as
a nation living under the old-
est written Constitution,
might it not he a good idea
to give every American the
opportunity to sign and ratily
our Constitution in 1976, as
those first few Awmncricans
pledged their lives and sacied
honor in signing the Declara-
tion of Independence in 17762
We might also prepare for our
pledge by taking some direct
and simple steps now to make
the promise of our Constiti-
tion come truc for all Ameri-
cans:

Education

® Eliminate all inferior
schools. In America, there are
too many whites, as well as
colored children, in inexcusa-
bly poor schools, Recognize
also” that the school is the
mirror of the ncighborhood,
that if the neighborhood is
deteriorated, so the school

will be. At least, this is the -

present datem of history.

@ Accommodate in our
already good schools — and
they "are the majority — as
many of those children who
are now being only barcly
cducated, or not cducated at
all, as we can. If the only way
to get students from bad
schools is by busing, then bus
them. Keep in mind the stand-
ards on busing established by
the Suprgme Court — not to

bus in a way that will harm

the chikl’s health or his cdu-

+ cation. Also keep in mind that

some minority parents would
be willing to have their chii-
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SALE $389.

sarlyle teok a sail-maker’

.!f"*.‘*‘ | _r?" Vz%;

P

, .S SEyne b o ot
and put it on this new convertible.
Strong enough for schooners' sails, canvas also happens to be an incredibly rugged furni-
ture covering. Carlyle found a sail-maker, took his best canvas and put it on this new convert-

ible sofa/bed.

Then we filled the scats and backs with quilted Dacron® and polyfoam. The seats alone are
almost 9 squooshy inches deep. We designed this couch for people secure enough to accept
unabashed luxury. Our innerspring mattress with 330 coil springs is engineered for comfort-
able slceping. The frames are heavy ash, beveled and glued. .

The piece above is 58 inches long. Or you can have a larger model at additional cost. Can-
vas is in 12 colors, or your choice from our library of custom upholstery. (Two sybaritic sug-
gestions: our velvet corduroy with rich, high wales, or our glove-like ltalian vinyl.)

|lnnm Check this price box. It is unique. It
lengthof | msitress your convas vinyl or : lists with sincerity what you pay for what -
A tvet .
Souch L tobile | febile | corduroy il you get. Trusl it. Thousands have to their
@~ anr2” $349 $379 $409 4448 advantege. And, it you desire, fabric
58° 46x727 89 429 459 gg’ swaiches are available by mail. Write us.
ce” §3x72” 409 459 508 9 You'll be glad you did.
78 €5x72' 459 469 539 :09 |
. 8 2
had S22 409 522 i ? *DuPont registered trademark

custoni</convertibles itd.

Manufactured by us for us and for surselves afene.

MAHHATTAN * 1056 Third Avanue near 62nd Stroet » (212) £38-1525

OPEN ONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 10109  SATURDAY 1010 6

FAIRFIELD, N. J. * 330 Roule 45 + 2 Miles West of Willowbrook Mali going East
OPEN MORDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 10109 SATURDAY 10 to 6 ¢ (201) 575-0050
PARAMUS, H. J, « 185 Route 17 ¢ 1 Mile North of Routs 4 going South .
OPEN MMONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 10t0 § SATURDAY 1010 6

[ —

S SIF IR

ouble entry, tup-zippered, adjustable Shoulder Bag with brass slﬁrruqs.
andstained in Mahogany, Beechwood, Navy, or Black. $36 at Filune's,
oston; Davison's, Atlanta;
harlotte; Strawbridge & Clothicr, Philadcelphia; Bloomingdale's, New York
. all stores; B3, Altman, New York & all stores; Maas Brothers of Florida;

Rich's, Atlanta;

- . G2MIG
SUL?
‘ Find out where
togointhe
C “Going Out Guide."”
e Every weekday in

3 EEQ 3

EE;Z{R? W”L
BERALS

Franklin Simon, Atlanta &

ayton, Minnecapolis; J. L. Hudson, Detroit; Famous-Bair, St. Louis. . -

phn Rtomain inc./Handcrafted flags/Shoes/Accessories
ivision of C.&C. Industries/330 Filih Avenue, New York, New York 10001
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dren take a reasonably long
bus ride — as is done in most
rural arcas — if there is a
vastly improved educationul
opportunity at the end of the
ride. .

@ Give top priority to Fed-

‘eral and state assistance to

experiment  with  new  ap-
proaches to the educational
problem and with integration
of minority colored children
into the improved mainstream
of Amecrican education. Ma-
jority white students will cope
better with the persistent
American problem of color, I
expect, if they have some ac-
quaintance with black, brown,
red and ycllow American chil-
dren, wherever possible, and

on all levels of education —

even at play. Only in this way
will American white young-
sters begin to see children of
other colors as persons, as hu-
man beings who are different,
yet alike, in their human lone-
liness, ‘hope, fear and love.
Children are not born with
prejudice; they have to ac-
quire it. An important pre-
requisite for living in a
pluralistic society is educa-
tion in a milieu free of preju-
diced, stereotyped judgments
about pcople who are dif-
ferent. Classroom instruction
in the democratic goals
of tolerance and understand-
ing affirms and strengthens
what is learned in the living
integrated context.

© Do not confuse the edu-
cational problems of enormous
black ghettos, like thosc in
New York, Chicago, Washing-
ton, D.C., and Detroit, with
the normal educational scene
in America, where quict pro-
gress was being smade, North
and South, before the reiro-
gressive inter{erence of vote-
seeking politicians who nced-
lessly muddied the watess.

® In very special problem
areas, like those of urban
ghettos, experiment  with
large-scale educational parks
that create their own physical
environment — much like
some great Midwestern state
universities that accommodate
and educate 50,000 to 60,000
students at once. In such
parks, we could provide both
education and recreation for
minority and majority chil-
dren, as well as all the spe-
cial classes nceded, health and
nutritional services, and room
for all the private agencies
and social services. Tcachers
would work with both talented
and slow children there, in an
atmosphere free of fear. All
the physical hazards of the

ghetto school could be climi-
nated, and (here would be

“ties .that

.

cconomy of size. All parents
should he involved. They, too,
might begin (o learn how the
presence of Americans of color
can enrich both the cducation-

al process and the quality of

life, as other groups of

immigrants who were “differ--

ent” have cnriched American
life. .

© Vocational training and
adult cducation must be -an
important clement among -our
educational priorities. ’

® Rcepeat, repeat, repeat:
What happens to education is
what happens to America,

Housistey

® Make buying a house.A

anywhere, for any American
who can afford it, as simple

as it is now to buy anything ]

else.

© Rebuild the central city
and climinate the ghetto by
bulldozing all condemned and
dilapidated housing, replacing
it with low, moderate- and
high-income housing through-
out the metropolitan area, on
the pattern of the new cities
of Reston, Va., and Columbia,
Md. Bring more jobs, parks,
cultural and recreational cen-
ters and pedestrian streets to
the inner city. Re-establish, by
total community
sense of security in the city,
a sense of belonging, pride
and caring. :

@ Plan new satellite towns
like Columbia and Reston that
are linked to central cities by
rapid transit and integrate
people of different racial and
economic groups. Shift the
highway program to rapid
transit plans that are fairer
for all, more cfficient, and
less polluting. Realize that it
is idiotic for 75 per cent of
our population to crowd itself
into 3 per cent of our land
mass, as it now does. After
all, the whole population of
the United States could be
settled in three New York
borougis if we crowded them
in as pcople arc packed into

central Harlem. But this is no

way to live:

© Bmployment

e Make equal access to
employinent a reality, not &
fiction. Promote ncw legisla-
tion to insurc that any busi-
ness, including government,
any trade, any associaticn,
any profession that discrim-
inates in any way in hiring
and promoting qualificd pco-

ple will be cut off from any

participation whatever in pub-
lic funds, divectly or indirect-
ly. The same for communi-
- tolerate

.

effort, a .

only
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Jookcase Walls by Denmark's finest o
sraftsmen! Magnificently matched grains i

vith closed backs & unique adjustable A 2V x 763 x
helves with no visible hardware. Many R 1Y ¢ 500
o 1 i ] CSEWOO0 v

sther gtyl.,s & sizes at low prices! L0 Sia5
® Walnut  $165

B. 5412 x 76% x
3 X

SREE Rosewood  $325
W Teok $245
Walnut $270

EW YORK 200 Madison Avenue at Cornerof 35th. Street 725-4840
OSLYN HEIGHTS L.L.Exp'way Exit 36 300 So.Service Rd. 621-7537
ARAMUS New Jersey 685 Route 17 opp. FashionCenter 447-4‘4_1‘0

Qurnewinvisible eutiing board
Noolts simply beautiful,

- It's 2lso unbreakable. Germ-proof. Fantastic,
Our space-age acrylic cutting board is transparent! Leave it on
your counter and your counter still looks like your counter. It
won‘t (can‘t!) absorh odors or moisture or bacteria. Dishwasher
itall your like — imagine! And though it's light in weight, it
can‘t chip, crack, warp, split — it’s virtually unbreakable! Man-
made surface helps knives stay sharp, resists cuts and marking.
It's also heat-resistant — so use it as a trivet, possibly the only
one you've ever had that's really big enough, and see your table-
cloth through it, too! Any way you slice it this is the kindest
cut of alll Big Board (10" x 14*) $4 Bigger Board (13x 17")$7

shipping $1 (three or more shipped frea)

By mail: write Dept. T, House of Wares, 884 Madison Ave., New York,
N.Y. 10021. Picose acki any tax . Sorry, no c.o.d.
Our Cotalog of other Unexpacted Floasures and Treasuras, 35¢

- ouse of Wares
assorted east side smonitios
1A Nndicnn at 729nd 1053 Madisan at BOth

_suppose that what I

what maintains their lily-
white situation. Public funds
arc for all the public and tbeir
cexpenditures  and  bencfits
must be color-blind,

So much of the social criti-
cism one hears these days-—
even apart from campaign
oratory -—— sounds dismal,
threatening and depressing. 1
have
written is also guilly of the
same grayness. So I would
like to conclude by suggesting
that remaking our beloved
America in its professed
image can be adventurous, in-
spiring, exciting, even fun.
We must be willing to shuck

the status quo when it is ¢

retrogressive, unjust and go-
ing nowhere. We have to be
open to change and alert to
the great values that inspired
this land's beginning and led
it to greatnecss. We cannot do
all that I have proposed with-,
out leadership to inspire us,
agreement of all our people
and the will to do it together.
We must put an end to the ex-
pedient political compromises
that -stifle progress to gain
votes. Many will enjoy moré
justice and a fuller life if we
do what we must, A few
Amcricans will be somewhat
reduced materially, but c¢n-

- larged spiritually, if they can

see the justice of it all,

The consequences of not

" changing would be far worse.

We could become, as we are
now becoming, a ‘polarized,
divided nation, separated into
hating groups of white and
colored, rich and poor, edu-
cated and uneducated, em-
ployed and uncmployed, se-
cure and insecure, hcalthy and
unhealthy,
poorly housed, hopeful and
hopeless. Such a nation would
be a breeding ground for dis-
aster, for continual crisis, for
fear and hatefulness, for con-
stant social strife.

One can suggest change, or
should be able to, without be-
ing a Communist, a Socialist
or an anarchist. I am antici-
pating my mail. One” mainly
suggests change from deep
human and moral reasons so
that we might get from where
we arc to where we should
be. Basically, the changes 1
have suggested rise from a
deep conviction, mentioned
in our Constitution, that the
‘good Lord and Creator meant
for every man, woman and
child to enjoy his or her hu-
man dignity, and until all do,
here and elsewhere in the
world, we must be charged to
move ahecad more quickly
with our unfinished human
business, which as John Ken-
nedy said, must also be God's,
too. B .
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Breckeniidgatype.
No sooner sees

palazzos than

she wears

them. With their own
little bodice wrapped snug

They're wool

jersey that

flows like something else-—

oir, maybe. Pant
top abou

sabout $38;
1$21.

Edie Gladstone designs
for Breckenridpo at

Bonwit Teller,
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