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To wany throcghoul Uie country tonight, it nay seam inappropriate
and disproprotionate thiat a pricst and an cducator should be assoclated
with the fustivities of an annual foolball banquet, To tlese people
football has no connection whatever wi.th educution, and to them, it would be
an abouinution to link it in any way with religiones { wouid accuse them of
near-sightedn:ss bccause they cannot sve beyond the externals of a gaue
which W thea appears tw b a kind of orgenized wayhem. They lack the
purapecvive to see football &8 a ncans to suusthing far grester than the

wore siruggle butween the goalposis.

Tiere iw another upposite approach tw football which uakes it an gond
in itseif, something rustricted to a hundrid yards of playing field, to
chains measuring, ten yards, and to proper nuserais on the score boarde. This
socund view also sulfers from ear-sightedness and a lack of persocctive
wiich is typified by the reaction of a coach of long ago who is reparted to
have soun one of his players asmiling on the field, whereupon he yelieds

#yipe thut smile off your foce, ~hut do you think this is, a gume?®

We at Notro Dame have ever tried to steer a middie course Letween
thuse two edtrencs which either condemn football out of hand or sake foote
ball an end in itselid, ¢ do not play Jootball for the sake of football
alone, and yet we try Lo play it as well as pussible, bucause we recognize

in it some vaducs that are well worth prouoting in the world today.

Football has been called by wany a typically sacrican pame vecause it
drazatizes certain values that have made this country groat among the nations.

one of these values is @ spirit of competition, another is cooperation and
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tcam~work, still cihers are responsibility and initlative and imasination
and cuo:repe and loyalty to an ideal, o fecl that good competition on the
gridiron makes our boys and our teams strive to be superior instead of

wediocres ¢ bolieve conversely that thoae who would oatracize or penalize

T

sugerwrit,y uve:n in football, am, by ‘c.hat very token gutting a preaium on
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medioerity in football, as well ag in other fields of endeavor,

AN

Look at the valucs of cooperaticn and team-work. A wman may be the
greatest runner in the world, out he does not run very far when his tcame
wates fail to open up e holes anxd provide downfielid Liockinge Leon Hart

nade a wry true stutement last week upon the triumphant return of the 19L9

gquad to South Bend when ho declareds e played as a team, we won as a | ik /'

team, and we are national champions as a loame"

The other valucs inculcated by football are rather self evident to
anyone who follows the game, The only perfect plays of the game, as in life,
are when coveryone is fully respongible for his assigmment, Sometines things
do not go as planned, It took a lot of initiative to mect the new offensive
pattern of Southern Methodists 7o huve bad the imagination to adapt themselves
to weet an unforescen situation, to have had the courape of those goal line
staends, these are the characteristics of & champion in football as well as in

iife,

-} je often hear it sald that American youth are going soft. If thoy ever
do go soft, they will not Jearnm how Lo do it on the football fields e are
all for a game thal can promote the virtues that made ‘awerica greai, bucause
it is the same virtues t.hat.will keop imerica greats And we hope that our
Notre Dame men will always cherish supuriority in team-work and cooperation,

in responsibility and initiative, in imagination courage and loyalty.

se might stop here if this were all that had to be said about football



s

-3

as it is played in college today. Unfortunaiciy, the collepgiate football
utopia does not exist, any wmore than an economic, or political or spiritual
utopia exisis any where in this worid, Colicgiate football is under f{ire
from many directions today, and every co}}gg;e,:;mst re~oxamine its policy in
the face of emt-ing cmﬁtimm. Tfou have often heard repeated ﬁhu basié
policy anﬁnciuwd by Fatber Cuvanaugh at a pasi anmual football banquet: tile
shall always want Notre Dame men to play to win, so long as there is a Notre
Dame.® Dut this was not all he said. lle auded, "And to win cleanly according
W the ruleS..sobucause Kotre Uame nen are rearcd herv on the campus in this
spirit; ard because they exemplify this spirit all over the world, thes are

the envy of the nation.*

Reflect for a moment upon this statement, When we say we want to win,
we do not mean that winning ig an end that Justifies any seans., Competition
without any regulation becomes viclous and unfair, That is why this Undversity
is sincere in its will to join with other institutions of learning, to do
whatever they will do for the betterment of the game, That is why we imposc

upon our athletic program acadenmic standards that are siricter than those

. imposed by common regulation, like the 777% avurage for varsity competiton,

Tiat 1s why we insist that our players be good men as well as good athictes,
ve feel that winning o victory would be hollow and hypocriticai if it did

- not represent the same kimnd of winning thut we expect Notre Dame men to attain

in marriage, in vusiness, and in lifes winndng according to the book. Here
is ths possivle blind spot in collegiate athletics today: to win at any oost,
by hook or by crook, as the saying goes. And here is the test of the real
champion in athletics as well as in lifes; to achieve his greatest desires

within the limits of accepted reguistions, not to cut cornerse

Head all of thoese meanings into Father Cuvanaugh's stagement of policy

and I think you will find that Hotre Dame's stand is still good for many ye.rs
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to cwme,

if what we have saicd thus far means anything, 7 think it mcans that
football, swen in its proper setling, can make a very delinite contribution
to the field of education. It might seem more difficult to relate it to
religion, but I think it can be done, wur age has been characturiszed by a
severance sclween the things of man and iie things of (Gude In a highly
secularised soclety, a few moments on Junday are traditionaedly reserved for
God with the underlying idea that if God gets thalt much, He should e satisiied.
3ut the simple ’i_’act‘, of theolugy is this, that all things have come from God,

'8 are meant to contribute to His glory, as woll as to

and somhow, all thiny
man's H:appimau. How i8 this sccomplished? Ume man has called it "the art
of cbnéé;ratmn. % If we cawn glorify flod by picking up the stones of the
field and making them into a cathedral, if we can transform the simple bread
and wine into the Body and Slood of Christ, then certainly husan e¢fforts and
the achicvement of superiority can be offercd to God, for His glory and lis
orsise, This is why we are not ashamed at Notre Dame to pray at iass and on
the field for victory and the strength W play in a way deserving of victory.
This is why we pray that victory may be achieved withoul injury to our men
or the other team, This is why we honor so highly Jur Blessed [olnher on amd
off the field since Owd has already honored her more than our feeble efforts
can ever doe 211 of these things are cluse to the 3pirit of Notre Dame and
part of the will to wine They are consecruled efforis as long as we win in
a way thal can bo offered to Gode And we trust thatl this same spirit of
congecration will pervade cur other eiforts to altain the worth while things
of 1ife, Life could be very boring and hume~drum, and fruitless without this

spirit,



It would not ve right to close these remarks without a word of deep
gratitude to the members of tre . thletic Departownt who have labored long
and hard in accomplishing the dull and the demanding detaiis that nake for
a successfui operution; to ir, Cahill and his cohorts of the aspirin league;
to id Krause, iurb Jones, «nd Charlie Caliahan, the three musketeers of
sleepless wockends; to the coaching staff and the greatest of them all,
Frank Leahy, we fecl that your reward has been the mapgnificent performance
of the 1949 team that is among the greatust of the gregts: as football
players without equal, as Christian Gentlemen worihy of the monograms you
wear, o all of you, the blessings of Uod and the smiie of Notre Dame is our

best wish,
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