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Weis here to win 
'My job here is to raise [the] expectations.' 

By HEATHER 
VAN HOEGARDEN 
News Writer 

When he was unemployed 15 
years ago, a job as the Notre 
Dame head football coach was 
the farthest thing from his 
mind. But Sunday, things came 
full circle for Charlie Weis, as 
he was named the head football 
coach at his alma mater, sign­
ing a six-year deal. 

"This is obviously a high-pro­
file. big-time job, but it's one 
that I, a long, long time ago 
thought 'wouldn't that be some­
thing if you could ever be the 
head coach at Notre Dame,"' 
Weis, a 1978 Notre Dame grad­
uate who didn't play football for 
the Irish, said at Monday's 
press conference. "You know 
when we all grow up we have 
aspirations." 

Weis, was without a job in 
1989 after South Carolina 
coach Joe Morrison died, and 
as a result, he lost his assistant 
job. lie then became a high 
school head coach for a year 
before coaching in the NFL. The 
last five years, Weis has been 
the ofl'onsive coordinator of the 
New England Patriots, winning 
two Super Bowl titles. 

giving our students a superb 
education and excelling on the 
field," University President­
elect Father John Jenkins said. 
"Meeting all of these goals is a 
tremendous challenge. But I 
believe we have found a person 
in Charlie Weis who can lead us 
to such multifaceted success." 

Weis said he didn't come to 
Notre Dame to lose football 
games. He expects nothing less 
than winning football games in 
a program that hasn't posted 
back-to-back winning seasons 
since 1997 and 1998 under Bob 
Davie. 

"You are what you are folks, 
right now you're a 6-5 football 
team," Weis said. "And guess 
what -- that's just not good 
enough. That's not good enough 
for you, and it's certainly not 
going to be good enough for 
me. 

"So if you think they hired me 
to go .500, you've got the wrong 
guy." 

";\t the University of Notre 
Dame, the success in our foot­
ball program consists of three 
things-acting with integrity, 

Weis especially emphasized 
the new attitude he wants to 
bring to Notre Dame. He knows 
the Irish play a tough schedule, 
playing four of the first five 
games on road next season, 
including Michigan and 
Pittsburgh. But despite claims 
that the schedule is too tough, 
Weis wants his team to play 
with arrogance, a sense that 

see WEIS/page 2 
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Notre Dame formally announced Charlie Weis as the 28th head coach of the Irish Mon~ay. Weis, 
current offensive coordinator of the New England Patriots, graduated from Notre Dame m 1978. 

Monk clarifies retnarks, supports Weis 
By MATT LOZAR 
News Writer 

After expressing public embarrassment last week about 
the decision to fire Tyrone Willingham, University President 
Father Edward Malloy explained his attention-grabbing 
n~marks Monday and offered his support for Charlie Weis. 

"I was not a definitive voice and I was not the one who 
initiatnd the action. The impression had been gained that I 
was, and I was simply trying to clarify the record that I 
wasn't and had a disagreement about that choice," Malloy 
said. "But people of goodwill can disagree about such mat­
tnrs. and I don't want that to stand in the way of good rela­
tionship with coach Weis." 

During the course of the football season, Malloy met with 
Irish athletic director Kevin White on many occasions to 
diseuss the direction of the program. Malloy felt the 
University had chosen Willingham as its coach and barring 
tragic events that coach should have a time span that is 
gnnerally five years. 

Malloy made his comments at the panel titled "Role of 
the President or Chancellor in Overseeing Intercollegiate 
;\thletics"· at the Sports Business Journal's Intercollegiate 
Athletics Forum. He was on the panel along with presi­
dents from Ohio State and Vanderbilt and Myles Brand, 
president of the NCAA. 

In June 2001, the Knight Commission published "A Call 
to Action: Heconnecting College Sports and Higher 
Education." Monday, Malloy cited one of the report's princi­
ples that states the responsibility and authority for the 
administration of the athletics department are vested in the 
president. This includes issues related to basic policies, 
pnrsonnel and finances. 

"I was in a long-established commitment for a confer­
ence in New York," Malloy said. "The other people that 
worn on it were all people I know. The things we talked 
about were all serious. 

"I knew I was probably going to be asked and was 
nxpncting that. I wanted to darify my position, which I felt I 

University President Father Edward Malloy responds 
to questions. 

did, and I have nothing else to say about that." 
During this presidential transition process, long-term 

decisions like a football coaching change affect both the 
current and future administrations. Malloy deferred to 
University President-elect Father John Jenkins at this time, 
following University President Emeritus Theodore 
Hesburgh's example. 

"I feel in the administration here we have a very harmo­
nious group," Malloy said. "The transition has gone well 
with Father Jenkins, and I have talked about all the signifi­
cant matters along the way and when I pass along the 
mantle. I have great confidence in the job he'll do and all 
the people who assist him." 

After the turmoil during the past two weeks, Jenkins 
feels Notre Dame is "absolutely" ready to put all of the criti­
cism bnhind it and move on. He said Notre Dame is ready 
to put it in the rearview mirror and move forward. 

see MALLOY/page 3 
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White outlines 
extensive search 
By MATT LOZAR 
News Writer 

Notre Dame athletic director Kevin White claims 
he doesn't know any of the details about the 
nationwide media speculation surrounding the 
Irish coaching search. 

He didn't ready any of the articles. 
"''ve had the blinders on. I haven't read any of 

your articles. I really haven't. I'm sure some of 
them were terrific and some weren't very good. I 
can't speak to that," White said. "What I can tell 
you is my focus has been on hiring the next foot­
ball coach. I worked really hard not to be defo­
cused by everything that's going on." 

Over the 10-day search, White said Monday 
there were an unquantifiable number of conversa­
tions with potential prospects in the college and 
NFL worlds. The University utilized one outside 
search consultant, Gene Corrigan, a former Notre 
Dame athletic director and former commissioner 
of the Atlantic Coast Conference. 

White said five candidates were interviewed for­
mally for the head coach position left vacant by the 
Nov. 30 firing of Tyrone Willingham. 

Two candid a tes had conversations with 
University representatives about specific compen­
sation details. 

On Friday, a number of different groups talked 
by phone with coach Charlie Weis before the offer 
was made that evening. 

The student-athlete transition team of Victor 
Abiamiri, Anthony Fasano, Brady Quinn, Brandon 
Hoyte, Justin Tuck and Ryan Harris talked with 

see WHITE/page 3 
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TODAY'S STAFF 

News 
MPghanne Downes 

Insider 
Justin Schuver 

The Observer will 
resume publishing 

Jan. 12, 2005. 
The staff wishes 
everyone good 
luck on finals. 

Happy Holidays. 
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Students voice optimism about Weis 
By CLAIRE HEININGER 
News Editor 

If first impressions are any 
indication, new head football 
coach Charlie Weis and the 
Notre Dame student body will 
make a strong match. 

programs in the country, so 
hopefully he can bring that to 
Notre Dame," Moller said. 
"[Butl it's going to take wins on 
the football field ... if Charlie 
We is can't perform, he should 
be fired, and we should bring 
someone else in." 

It is "absolutely" a realistic 
possibility for 

like a good second choice ... he 
seemed like a very straightfor­
ward guy, and he 'II do a good 
job with the X's and O's." 

Freshman Michael Verdeyen, 
who followed the coaching 
search, said he and his friends 
had mixed feelings about the 
hiring but looked forward to 

the offensive 

on-field record Notre Dame 
requirns. 

"I Firing Willingham I was 
kind of a necessary step to get 
us where the Univnrsity wants 
to go with the football pro­
gram," he said. "But 
"[Willingham I did some great 
things oil' the liPid and I really 
respect him for all that he did." Whether or not they favored 

the firing of former coach 
Tyrone Willingham, most stu­
dents were optimistic Monday 
about the football program's 
chance to leave behind the con­
troversy of the past two weeks 
and move forward under its 
new leader. 

"IWeis] seems like he's a foot­
ball guy- he's going to put a 
system in place, relate to the 
players," sophomore Adam 
I Iiggins said. "I don't think any­
one disliked !Willingham! as a 
man, but he wasn't getting it 
done as a football coach. I think 
IWeisl will." 

the Weis-led 
Irish to return 
to national 
championship 
contention, 
Moller said. 

And while 
Weis will have 
to contend with 
the notion that 
he was Notre 
Dame's second 
choice - after 
Utah's Urban 

"[Weis] seems like 
he's a football guy­

he's going to put a 
system in place, 

relate to the 
players" 

magic the coordi­
nator could bring 
to South Bend. 

"I Ie taught Tom 
Brady a lot, so 
hopefully he can 
coach Brady 
Quinn," Verdeyen 
said. 

In the eyes of senior Sarah 
Wallace, it will be diflicult for 
Weis to immediately achieve 
the same level of n~spect. 

"I think !Willingham! was a 
more likeable pnrson to watch 
talk, so unless this new coach 
puts out a lot of wins, he's not 
going to compete with me," 
Wallace said. "It seems like the 
pnople in charge are willing to 
hurt a lot of feelings and put 
winning before everything 
else." 

Adam Higgins 
sophomore 

Interacting 
with players 
should be - and 
already seems to 
be - Weis' prior-

Senior Nick Moller agreed 
that from a purely football 
standpoint, Weis seemed to be 
an improvement on his prede­
cessor - but should be held to 
an identical standard of per­
li>rmance. 

"I think he's been working 
with one of the most successful 

Meyer, who signed with the 
Florida Gators last week -stu­
dents .expressed confidence in 
the seleetion of the new eoach. 

"When we didn't get [Meyer], 
I started to be against !firing 
Willingham] because I didn't 
want us to get our second 
choice again [after the 2001 
George O'Leary episode!," 
sophomore Robbie Hhinesmith 
said. "But Charlie Weis seems 

CLAIRE KELLEY !The Observer 

University President Elect Father John Jenkins, left, and 
University President Father Edward Malloy listen to Weis. 

We is 
continued from page 1 

they can beat anyone they play. 
"Doesn't make any difference whatnver night or day they 

schedule them - we play them," Weis said. "That includes 
being able to win on the road, and it goes back to having that 
toughness and playing smart and playing disciplined and 
playing nasty and going in there with an arrogant attitude. 

"Doesn't make any difference where you go, you intend on 
beating them." 

Weis will now have to balance his time between Notre 
Dame and New England. The Patriots' season could last 
until the Super Bowl on Feb. 6. He would not disclose 
specifics about how he will split time, but he said he is confi­
dent in his ability to recruit, even while holding both jobs. 

"One of the initial things we are going to have to do is get a 
foundation of a coaching staff that's in-house, on-site, that 
while there's some going back and forth between places of 
which schedule I won't talk about, I could have a foundation 
set," said Weis, who also said he will not be attending the 
Insight Bowl. 

Weis, the first Notre Dame graduate to be a head coach at 
the University since Hugh Devore served as interim coach in 
1963, said his knowledge of Notre Dame will serve to his 
advantage. 

"Well, when you go talk to_ a guy about coming to school 
here, it isn't like you don't know," Weis said. "If you try to 
recruit a guy- I know, I've been here." 

In the meantime, Weis said he will focus his attention on 
the current Irish players. 

"I come here with a plan, and the plan is [that] the first 
thing you've got to do is you've go to take care of the guys 
you already have here," he said. "Everyone wants to hear 
about recruits, but they forget about the players that are 
already here." 

For Weis, after he is finished with New England's season, 
Notre Dame is the end of the road. 

"I also owe the New England Patriots and the people from 
New England to give them my best until their season is over, 
because once their season is over, my NFL career is over and 
I'm the head coach of the University of Notre Dame full time 
until the day I retire, and that's what my intent is," Weis 
said. 

Contact Heather Van Hoegarden at hvanhoeg@nd.edu 

ity, said 
Sergio. 

sophomore Chris 

"He's going to come in strong 
and not take less than the b1~st 
from the players," Sergio said. 
"Not that he'll boss them 
around and be a super bad guy, 
but get it done on and oil' the 
field." 

Players loved Willingham, 
Sergio said, but the former 
coach did not accumulatn the 

Sergio disagreed. 
"It's not necessarily all about 

winning," he said. "But both 
sides !of athletics and academ­
ics! have to be considered ... 
and from what I saw it looks 
like Weis can take care of 
both." 

Contact Claire Heininger at 
cheining@nd.edu 

Concerns still retnain 
in Irish cotntn unity 
By CLAIRE HEININGER 
News Editor 

Despite the hiring of Charlie Weis, some nwrnbers of tlw 
Notre Dame eommunity who voc~ally oppos1Hl the firing of 
Tyrone Willingham said Monday that thnir concerns still linger. 

Paula I Iiggins, a musk professor who initially sponsornd tlw 
Faculty Senate's Dec. 6 resolution against the liring, said on the 
face of it, Willingham's dismissal still appcmrs to be the wrong 
choice. I ler shock at the decision's abruptness and exclusivity 
-not to mnntion the negative external attcmtion it brought the 
University - has yet to f~tde. 

"This is our University," said Higgins, who observed a dra­
matic increase in academic performance among the football 
players she taught during Willingham's tenure. "!The firing! 
seemed to suggest that winning is more important than aca­
demics. After all, Notre Dame is not the NFL- even though 
some people want it to be." 

But the fact that Weis is an NFL eoach does not necessarily 
speak for his academic credentials, !Iiggins acknowledged. 

"He's a Domer, he knows the drill," she said ofthe 1978 grad­
uate. "One would hope he understands the importance of aca­
demics at this University ... I think he deserves all of our sup­
port." 

Though he stood front and center at the Weis announcement, 
Faculty Board on Athlnties chair Fernand Dutile said afterward 
he stood by the board's Friday statnment about its concerns 
over Willingham's termination. The statement listed speed, tim­
ing, a lack of faculty involvement and the role of two members 
of the Board of Trustees as the faculty board's chief concerns 
about the decision. 

The statement also asked University President Father 
Edward Malloy and University President Elect Father John 
Jenkins to meet with the board. Both have agreed to do so, and 
will hold separate meetings because of scheduling reasons, 
Dutile said. 

However, Dutile expressed satisfaction with his inclusion in 
the hiring process. 

"I was continually involved in the search," he said. "I talked 
to [Weis] personally about the academic concerns of my job ... 
in my view, he represents commitment to integrity, academic 
success and athletic success." 

Tim Kelley, a 1964 Notre Dame graduate who helped author 
a letter to the Board of Trustees last winter that criticized· the 
University's management of the football program, echoed 
Dutile's endorsement. 

"It appears there was a fairly well-managed selection process 
as opposed to what happened in the past," Kelley said. 

Kelley refused to take credit for influencing the coaching 
change, but said. other alumni he had spoken with were 
pleased with Weis' Notre Dame ties. 

"He's a Notre Dame graduate and he understands the issues 
... I think he is probably in a better position than past coaehes 
to do it the Notre Dame way," Kelley said. "He's one of us." 

That mentality is troubling to !Iiggins, who said thn 
University's eore academic and athletic values are jeopardized 
by outside pressures- alumni included. 

Contact Claire Heininger at cheining@nd.edu 
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This game still matters a lot 
The Insight Bowl is a chance for the Irish to finish strong 

game hype 
"We're playing 
a team that 's 
pretty hungry . 
... It's going to 
be a challenge. Dons it even matter? 

D01~s playing in tlw Copper. 
or, Insight Bowl matter to 
Notro Damn? 

Should it mattnr? 
Dons it 

matter, 1wnn 
after Notn~ 
Damn lirnd 
hnad coach 
Tyronn 
Willingham 
Nov. :{0'? 

Does it 
matter, nvnn 
if t.hn Irish 

Joe Hettler 

eoaching .)'ports Writer 
stall' is a 
hunch or 
lame ducks, maehing the Dec. 
2H game and thnn leaving 
wlwn nnw ]wad coach Charlie 
Wois brings in his own guys'? 

Dons it mattnr. nvnn if the 
two tnarns playing are 6-5 and 
tlw game is being played 
insidn a baseball stadium? 

J\etually, yes. It does mattnr. 
Notre Dame dons have some 

motivation when the team 
travels to Phoenix to face 
Oregon Stat!~ a few days after 
Christmas. 

First. they can win a bowl 
game -even it is a former 
.com bowl ganw. The Irish 
havnn't won a postsnason 
game since the first day of 
January in 1994, a 24-21 vic­
tory against Texas J\&M. Since 
thnn, Notre Damn either has-

n 't played in a bowl game (see 
1996,1999,2001, 2003)or 
hasn't won a bowl game (see 
1994, 1995, 1997, 1998, 2000, 
2002). No Notre Dame team 
sinee 1993 has ended a win­
ning season with a sijo,Tflifieant 
victory. Changing that trend 
would give the team some 
momentum heading into the 
off-season. 

Either way, a win would be 
a positive 
means of 

They've seen Bob Davie, then 
George O'Leary, then 
Willingham and now Weis as 
the head coach. They've faeed 
many obstacles, and they've 
been through many hardships. 
A bowl game victory would be 
a deserving way for the class 
members to end their careers. 

A Notre Dame win would, 
perhaps, help recruiting too. 
Heeruits watching the game 

may be more 
attracted to 

ending a tur­
bulent sea-
son. 

Notre 
Dame also 
has extra 
motivation by 
looking at the 
opponent on 
the other 
sidelines. 
Oregon State, 

[The Irish] have faced 
many obstacles, and 
they've been through 

many hardships. A bowl 
game victory would be a 

deserving way for the 

the Irish, 
after seeing 
them battle 
through the 
controversy 
of the 
Willingham 
firing and 
then still 
finding a 
path to victo-

class members to end 
their careers. 

if you don't 
remember, embarrassed 
Notre Dame in the 2001 Fiesta 
Bowl, creaming the Irish 41-9. 
This season's senior elass has­
n't forgotten that blowout. J\ 
win against the Beavers eould 
make the previous loss hurt a 
little less. 

The Irish can send their sen­
iors ofl' with a win. This group 
has been through one of the 
toughest, if not the toughest, 
stretches on the gridiron in 
Notre Dame's storied history. 

ry in the 
Insight Bowl. 

So there it is, a few reasons 
why Notre Dame does have 
something to play for on Dec. 
28. Sure, the Insight Bowl isn't 
the Fiesta, Rose, Orange or 
Sugar Bowl. It's not even the 
Gator or Cotton for that mat­
ter. 

But it is a bowl game. It 
does give Notre Dame a 
chance to win a football game. 
To end its season with a 
mueh-needed victory. To give 
the Weis era a little momen-

tum heading into the new 
coach's first season in 2005. 

The Irish are what they are 
at this point in the season -
an inconsistent 6-5 team that 
has shown flashes of great­
ness, and flashes of inepti­
tude. For all the difficulties 
this season has presented, 
Notre Dame can push the neg­
atives away and foeus on end­
ing the season on a high note. 

With the Irish falling so rap­
idly from college football's 
elite programs during the last 
decade, it's eritieal to begin 
turning the program around. 
Lou Holtz's 1996 team fin­
ished the season at 8-3, and 
turned down bowl bid invita­
tions. Things certainly have 
changed since then. 

But with Weis stepping in, 
the program can begin to 
regain some prominence. 
While a win in the Insight 
Bowl wouldn't be, by any 
means, groundbreaking, it 
could be the start of a slow, 
gradual improvement of the 
Irish football program. 

Does this game even mat­
ter? 

Yes, it does. 

The opinions expressed in 
this column are those of the 
author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer. 

Contact Joe Hettler atjhet­
tler@nd. edu 

Kent Baer 
interim head coach 

"Anytime you go 
to a bowl game 

you're excited We 
get to go down 
there and show 

the country what 
kind of team we 

have." 

Kyle Budinscak 
Irish 

defensive end 

"For those of us 
who have 

followed football 
for a while, 

Notre Dame has 
a special place 

in college 
football." 

Our guys are 
ready to play 

them. 

Justin Tuck 
Irish defensive 

end 

"They've got 
great skill­

position guys. 
Four years ago it 

was the same 
case. 1hey're real 
strong up front so 

it will be a 
challenge." 

Mike Riley 
Oregon State 
head coach 

Irish hope to avoid repeat of 2001 Fiesta Bowl 
Notre Dame lost 41-9 to Beavers in first and only BCS game in school history 
By MATT LOZAR 
Sports Writer 

It's not about revenge, but the 
details are too coincidental to 
diseou n t the obvious. 

"I don't know about revenge. 
It's hard to take out rovenge on 
guys you haven•t snen in four 
years," Irish fifth-year senior 
Kyle Budinseak said. "I think I 
definitely don't want to havo the 
taste in my mouth finishing my 
can~er that I had when I first 
got hero. It's funny how things 

work." 
"It's the same city, the same 

timing, against the same team. I 
don't know exactly what that 
means. I would hate to end my 
career the way it kind of 
began." · 

While revenge isn't on the 
forefront of motivational tools 
for Dec. 28's Insight Bowl game 
against Oregon State, four years 
after the Beavers destroyed the 
Irish 41-9 in the 2001 Fiesta 
Bowl. the memories of that 
"Fiaseo Bowl" aren't forgotten. 

The seoro was only 12-3 at 

halftime, but in the third quar­
ter, Oregon State scored 29 
unanswered points en route to 
amassing 446 total yards of 
offense compared to Notre 
Dame's 155. 

"I remember freshman year. I 
didn't participate, [but] basical­
ly we got our butts kieked. It's 
not how you want to go out." 
Irish fifth-year defensive line­
man Greg Pauly said. "It's not 
like we're looking for payback. 
This is a big game for us, and 
we're going out there and play­
ing like that." 

KAT 

Oregon State quarterback Jonathan Smith avoids Notre Dame's Tony Driver, No. 25, and Jason 
Beckstrom, No. 27, during the Beavers' 41-9 victory over the Irish in the 2001 Fiesta Bowl. 

Over the past five years, the 
Irish have not had the best fin­
ishes to their seasons. In 1999 
they lost their last four games. 
In 2000 there was the Fiesta 
Bowl loss. In 

The Irish have allowed a total 
of 10 touchdown passes in the 
past two games. 

Irish interim coach Kent Baer 
said Friday he isn't too eon-

corned about the 
2001 they 
won their last 
game but Bob 
Davie was 
fired the next 
day. 

"It's the same city, the 
same timing, against 

reeent perform­
ance of the sec­
ondary. 

"I think they're 
line. We got a lot 
of pride. I like the 
group. Quentin 
Burrell is our 
leader. The rest 
of those guys will 
rally around 
him," Baer said. 
"They're going to 
be l'in1~. Some of 

During the 
Willingham 
era, in 2002 
the Irish were 
blown out by 
Southern 
California and 
N o r t h 
Carolina State 

the same team. I don't 
know exactly what that 
means. I would hate to 
end my career the way 

it kind of began." 

Kyle Budinscak 
Irish defensive lineman 

and in 2003, a 5-6 Syracuse 
team embarrassed the Irish 38-
12. 

This game gives the Irish 
another opportunity to avoid 
ending their season with a bad 
loss. 

"I think this team is full of 
competitors, and that's who we 
are, and that's what 
we're going to do, whether 
were playing in the national 
championship game or the 
Insight Bowl," Irish offensive 
lineman Dan Stevenson said. 
"Right now, I think you have to 
play for pride .... There's a lot 
to show about this team. It sets 
up next year." 

One big key in this game is 
going to be the Irish seeondary 
against the Oregon State pass­
ing attaek. 

The Beavers rank eighth in 
the eountry in passing per 
game, averaging 304.4 yards 
per game. 

the things that 
happened in the last eouple of 
games, thoy schemed us pretty 
good a couple of times. We've 
learned from a lot from those 
games." 

J\ lot has been talked about 
what this team has left to play 
for - pride, the old coaching 
stafl'. a winning reeord - but 
the leaders of this toam are tak­
ing a pretty basic approach. 

"Our goal is to try to go out, 
and what we've talked about as 
the leaders of this team and a 
lot of the guys that are going to 
play a lot, and take it to another 
level, let it all hang out and play 
the best game we've played all 
year and let's really do it," 
Budinseak said. "There's no 
pressure, we have nothing to 
worry· about. Let's take it to 
another level and surprise 
everyone." 

Contact Matt Lozar at 
mlozar@nd.edu 
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Still a lot to play for 
Irish hope to win Insight Bowl for Willingham, for the University and for themselves 

By HEATHER 
VAN HOEGARDEN 
Sports Editor 

For some, it's a chance to get 
a win. For others, it is the last 
time they will put on a Notre 
Dame uniform. But for most, it 
is an important football game. 

When Irish coach Tyrone 
Willingham was fired on Nov. 
30, his team had a decision to 
make. Would they honor the 
commitment they made just 
two days earlier to play in the 
Insight Bowl? Or would they 
back out of the contract? 

Under the leadership of its 
seniors, this team decided to 
play. So now, 
with former 

on a positive note after seeing 
three coaches in five years. 

Senior defensive end Justin 
Tuck said Baer brought up the 
fact that Notre Dame hasn't 
won a bowl game in so long. 

"It's been over a decade that 
we haven't had a bowl game 
win," said Tuck, who has one 
year of eligibility remaining. 
"That's our focus. We want to 
go down there and get a win. 
It's not about we got a bowl 
game and all the hoopla. This 
is a focused football team." 

Senior Mike Goolsby doesn't 
want his season to end as it 
did his freshman year - with 
a loss to Oregon State. As a 
true freshman, Goolsby saw 

the Irish get 
beat 41-9 in the 

defensive coor­
dinator Kent 
Baer as their 
interim head 
coach, the Irish 
(6-5) travel to 
Bank One 
Ballpark in 
Phoenix to take 
on Oregon 
State Dee. 28. 

"We got our butts 
kicked [against Oregon 

State in the 2001 

Fiesta Bowl], and I 
remember them calling 
it the Fiasco Bowl. We 

are trying not to let 
that happen again." 

Fiesta Bowl by 
the Beavers in 
2001. 

"We got our 
butts kicked, 
and I remember 
them calling it 
the Fiasco 
Bowl," Goolsby 
said. "We are 
trying not to let 
that happen 
again. 

Notre Dame 
isn't playing 
for a national 
championship, 
and they aren't 

Mike Goolsby 
Irish linebacker "It's ironic for 

the fifth-year 

playing to move up in the top-
25, but don't tell this team this 
game isn't important. In fact, 
the players are all playing for 
one thing - a win. But each 
has approached it differently. 

"Coach Baer said we needed 
to do this one for coach 
Willingham and the 
University," Irish running back 
Darius Walker said. "The 
University has been through 
some times this year, and we 
really want to go out there and 
win this one for the University. 
We also want to win it for our­
selves." 
Bowl-game drought 

It has been 10 seasons since 
Notre Dame has ended its year 
with a bowl win. The last win 
for Notre Dame came in the 
.Jan. 1, 1994, Cotton Bowl 
when the Irish beat Texas 
A&M 24-21. For the fifth-year 
seniors, the Insight Bowl is an 
opportunity for them to leave 

guys that our 
first bowl game as freshmen is 
going to be our last bowl game 
playing the same team. It's our 
last chance to get a shot. I 
never got to beat Boston 
College, so this is one of those 
types of deals. It's your last 
opportunity." 
Something to build on 

Last year, their season ended 
with a 38-12 loss to Syracuse. 
The year before it ended with 
a 28-6 loss to North Carolina 
State in the Gator Bowl. In 
fact, Notre Dame has not won 
its last game since 2001, when 
Bob Davie's team beat Purdue 
24-18, the last game Davie 
coached at Notre Dame. 

The Insight Bowl is an 
opportunity for this team to 
end a roller coaster season on 
a positive note, following a 41-
10 loss at USC Nov. 27, the 
third straight 31-point loss to 
the Trojans. 

"USC we didn't finish on a 

good note, and this is just one 
more chance to get everything 
going in the right direction and 
just make the SJ?ring and sum­
mer that much more exciting," 
Irish kicker D.J. Fitzpatrick 
said. 

Irish offensive lineman Dan 
Stevenson said getting a win to 
end the year is especially 
important. 

"You don't want to spend the 
entire offseason thinking about 
the last game," Stevenson said. 
"Whatever happens in the last 
game you keep that in the 
back of your mind. So it's huge 
for us to go out there and get a 
big win. 

Stevenson said he thinks this 
Irish team still has something 
to prove to the rest of the col­
lege football world after a sea­
son in which the Irish knocked 
off two top-10 teams (Michigan 
and Tennessee), but also lost 
two tough home games (Boston 
College and Pittsburgh). 

"It's a huge game, we want 
to go out there and show that 
we have a great team, great 
talent," he said. "I think every­
one's writing us off, but we 
know better than that. We 
know what we have here, and 
its time for us to step up and 
show it." 
Still a football game 

Despite all the media atten­
tion Notre Dame and its foot­
ball program has received in 
the weeks following the firing 
of Willingham, Irish players 
are excited to get back on the 

. field to play the game they 
love. 

"We're excited," Tuck said. 
"We get to go to a great bowl 
site in Phoenix. The coaches 
have set up a schedule where 
we're going to have a lot of 
fun. But in the same sense 
we're going to go down there 
and work and try to get a win. 
I think this football team is 
very excited with this opportu­
nity." 

Goolsby sees his last game as 
one final chance to show what 
he can do on the football field, 
while at the same time, 
preparing the younger players 
for their futures at Notre 
Dame. He won't need any 
extra motivation going into the 

CLAIRE KELLEY!fhe Observer 

The Notre Dame defensive line gets a push against the Michigan offensive line earlier this season. 
The Irish have held their opponents to low rush totals all season, and hope to do the same to 
Oregon State. 

CHUY BENITEZ!fhe Observer 

The Irish sack Stanford quarterback Trent Edwards in a game earli­
er this season. Against Oregon State's potent passing attack, the 
Notre Dame defense will have to get pressure on the quarterback. 

game. 
"Anytime you get an oppor­

tunity it's a chance to show­
case what you've got," Goolsby 
said. "It's going to be a big­
time game with a lot of guys 
watching. That's one way I 
want to look at it. But at the 
same time I want to win it for 
coach [Willingham] and for the 
younger guys so there's more 
than enough reasons to pre­
pare well." 

Budinscak, another fifth­
year senior, said that for the 
seniors, it is a chance to show 
the world one last time what 
they can do. 

"Obviously this thing might 
mean a lot more to us than it 
does to people around the pro­
gram who are concerned with 
a lot of other things," 
Budinscak said. "I think we 
would love to as seniors go out 

and play the best game we've 
ever played, and try to amaze 
people with what we can do 
and have a great team effort. 
We want to go out on the right 
note." 

And while the seniors play 
their last game for Notre 
Dame, other Irish players will 
be playing their first bowl 
game. Walker, a true fresh­
man, is excited for the oppor­
tunity to play in a bowl. 

"It's very exciting," Walker 
said. "Seeing all the bowl 
games on TV last year, that 
was something I really wanted 
to do. I'm excited, I'm thrilled. 
I'm pumped-up, ready to go. I 
just can't wait to get to 
Arizona where it's warm." 

Contact Heather Van Hoegarden 
at hvanhoeg@nd.edu 

by the nun1bers 
The last year that Notre Dame won a bowl game; the vic­
tory was a 24-21 victory over Texas A&M in the Cotton 
Bowl 1994 
6 Number of bowl games Notre Dame has lost since that Cotton 

Bowl victory. 

Number of points Notre Dame allowed against Oregon State in the 
teams' last matchup -the 2001 Fiesta Bowl, which the Irish lost 41-9 41 
114 Notre Dame's rank, out of 117 Division I football teams, in 

passing defense (274.3 yards per game) 

Oregon State's national rank in passing offense (304.4 yards per 8 
game) 

75.3 Number of rushing yards Oregon State averages per 
game, second worst in the nation behind Iowa 

Number of rushing yards the Notre Dame defense gives up per 9 4 4 
game 

• 

1 0 Average AP ranking of the five opponents who have defeated Oregon 
State this season; the Beavers lost to USC (No. 1 ), California (No. 4), 
Boise State (No. 10), LSU (No. 12) and Arizona State (No. 21) 
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Notre Dame 
Fighting Irish 

Record: 6-5 
AP: NR 

Coaches: NR 

Kent Baer 
interim coach at 

Notre Dame 
career record: 

0-0 
at Notre Dame: 

0-0 

Kent Baer against 
interim head coach Oregon State: 0-0 

Roster 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. YR 
I )al\•d Clark TE &-4 250 SR 
2 Fn.•ddil' Parrish DB &-I 202 so 
3 Darius Walkt.•r RB 5-11 200 FR 
4 Rl,.1nGrant RB &-1 218 SR 
5 R wma McKnight WR &-1 215 )R 
0 Carlos Campbt.•ll CB 5-11 195 SR 
7 Carlyi<• Holiday WR/QB &-3 215 SR 
H Marty Moonl'Y QB &-2 210 JR 
H Quentin Burrell FS h-0 195 SR 
y Tum Zbikowski DB 5-11 203 so 
9 Pat DillinKh.lm QB &-2 205 SR 
Ill Brady Quinn QR h-4 224 so 
II M,urus Wilson RB 5-11 202 SR 
12 Josh Schmidt FB 6-1 232 SR 
13 Oavid Wolkt.• QB h-4 205 FR 
15 Prt·shm Jack."i<m CB 5-9 180 SR 
lo Rashon Powers-Neal FB 6-2 243 SR 
16 St.m Revelle QB 5-11 195 SR 
17 GL•offn•y Prkt• r 6-3 190 SR 
17 ).). W<Hren QR 6-1 184 so 
IH D~~rn•n BraAA QB &-2 185 FR 
18 Chinedum Ndukwc DB 6-2 223 so 
IY D.). Fitzpatrick K/P 6-1 200 SR 
21 M.1urict• Stovall WR 6-5 227 JR 
22 Ambro!«• Wooden CB 5-11 186 so 
23 Chm.;t• Anastasi,, WR &-1 202 so 
24 Dwight Ellick CB 5-10 185 SR 
25 Nah.' Schiccatam, FB 6-2 242 JR 
2o Wadt·lams DB 5-8 170 FR 
26 Travis Thom.1s RB 6-0 212 so 
27 Liont•l Bolt•n DB 6-0 210 SR 
27 John Lr-;:n~ RB 6-1 192 so 
2H Tn·~g 1erson DB 5-10 170 FR 
28 Cot•l.duX FB 5-10 240 SR 
30 Mikt• l{khardsun DB 5-11 !YO JR 
31 J.lkl' Canwy FS &-0 192 JR 
31 A.J. Ct•dt'no DB 6-0 191 so 
32 )t•ff )l-nkins RB 6-0 216 JR 
33 ju!-ttin lloskins RB 6-0 195 FR 
34 Tt'rrail Lambert DB 5-10 190 FR 
37 Juninr J,,bbit• Dll 5-11 190 FR 
37 M.lltMitcht•ll CB 5-9 190 JR 
3H Lt•n Fl'rrint· DB 6-0 180 FR 
39 lkmdon Huytt• LB 5-11 231 SR 
40 M.lllrkt• Crum, jr. LB 6-1 215 FR 
41 M i kl• Cuolsby LB 6-4 242 SR 
42 Antlumy Vt•m'llia LB 6-4 220 FR 
43 Anthony Salva or I.B 6-2 232 JR 
44 Justin Tuck DE 6-5 261 SR 
45 Carl Gioia K/1' 5-10 185 so 
45 Rich Whitm•y DB &-3 205 JR 
46 Con'h, Mfh., LB 6-1 243 SR 
47 Mitr t•ll om.1s I.B 6-3 230 so 
48 }t•romt• Collins TE 6-4 258 SR 
4'1 Dt·n•k Curry l.B 6-3 235 SR 
50 I l,m S.mtucd OL 6-4 292 JR 
51 j,lmit•Ryiln m. 6-5 310 )R 
52 Jot.• Brockin~ton l.B 6-1 225 so 
53 D,m l!ickey OL h-3 224 JR 
53 Jose-ph ll<•laml I.B &-3 224 )R 
54 lJilVId Fitzgt•rald 01. h-4 285 )R 
55 Zachc1ry Gilt•s l' 6-3 281 SR 
50 Nick Borst•ti I.B 6-4 2.18 so 
58 Ahdf.'i B • .nd" I.B 6-2 215 FR 
5'1 j.Jmt·~ Bt•nt OL 6-1 271 JR 
54 Dnn Cht•rvanick DT/NG 6-2 265 JR 
60 Cm•.>y Cullen l.B 6-2 212 so 
61 J.J. )anS<.'n LS h-3 215 FR 
62 Sl.:ott Hcuidon OT 6-6 310 JR 
(>! Castz Dunn 01. 6-4 256 SR 
65 lim ;ritzm,m !JE &-3 210 FR 
1m Dt•l\•k l • .ndri NG 6-2 278 JR 
f>7 John K11dnu:-. 01. h-7 310 FR 
Oil Kyctn llctrrb OL 6-5 289 so 
oY D..rin Mitchell OG 6-3 290 SR 
70 Ch.tuncey ln~,1mclhl 01. 6-6 280 FR 
71 Janw!'< Bonl'iil 01. h-4 290 jf{ 
n )df Tho'v.;sun OL h-4 285 SR 
73 M.1rkf.c oir OT 6-7 310 SR 
74 IJ,m Stt•vcnson (X; 6-5 293 SR 
75 t'hris Fromt• DE 6-5 271 JR 
76 Bob Morton OC/C 6-4 3lKJ JR 
77 Cl\·~ Pauly DT 6-6 295 SR 
7H John Sullivan c 6-3 295 so 
79 Brhm Mattt.•s ()[. 6-5 292 JR 
HO Chri• V.w~hn WR h-4 205 FR 
H1 Br.mdon .1rris WR &-1 190 JR 
82 M.ltt Shf.'iton WR 6-0 175 SR 
H~ )t•ff S<1mordzija WR 6-5 215 so 
84 Mik<•(l'Jiara WR 5-9 175 JR 
H4 Rob Woods WR 6-2 205 JR 
H5 Billy Palmer TE &-3 256 SR 
87 M.1rcus fln•t•man TE 6-2 248 JR 
HH Anthony Fasdno TE 6-4 256 JR 
HY John Carl!ton TE 6-5 24H so 
91J Bridn lh•idatsch DL h-2 295 SR 
91 Craig Ci\rdillo K 6.0 169 JR 
92 Kylt• lludinscak DE h-4 275 SR 
93 Brandon Nicolas DL 6-5 275 FR 
94 Justin Bmwn DL/LB h-4 225 FR 
95 Victor Ablamiri DE 6-5 269 so 
96 Bobby Renkes K/P 6-0 190 so 
97 Tr.lVis Leitko DE 6-6 275 JR 
98 Trevor Llws !JL 6-0 285 so 
99 Ronald Tdllt•y DL 6-4 245 FR 

Irish 
experts 
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Notre Dame Fighting Irish 

NOTRE DAME 
2004 Schedule 

Sept. 4 at BYU- L 

FULLBACK 
· · .. "".': .·16-Pnw. e.rt·~ar.· OUA.RTEI18ACK '"") 2-Schtnidl 111-llttlnn 

. ~--
;.;/1/li:,, .. 

Sept. 11 MICHIGAN- W 

Sept. 18 at Michigan St. - W 

Sept. 25 WASHINGTON - W 

Oct. 2 PURDUE- L 

Oct. 9 STANFORD- W 

Oct16 at NAVY- W 

,. 
A~ 

CORNERBACK 
· 2-Browner 
9-I.Jiwson 

i 

'II!IIHT END '- (_ 
90-Swoncu!t • INSIDE 
4

9-Van Orsow~UNfBACKER - \ 411-Pollard 
'I 45-Doggett 

A IN:,-~; 
LINEBACKER 
44-Bray 
41-Dav•dson 

STRONG 
SAFETY 
Z4-Pise!lolll 

·7-Herron 

Oct. 23 BOSTON'COLL. - L ( 
FREE 
SAFETY 
5-Meeuwsen 
43-Anderson 

LLI 
~ 
c( 
c 

LLI 
c:: ..... 
0 
z 

LLI 

~ 
~ 

(/) 

z 
0 
~ 
LLI c:: 
0 

en 
en 
~ 
c( 
z 

<C 

Nov.6 at Tennessee - W 

Nov. 13 PITTSBURGH - L 

Nov. 27 at USC- L 

COACHING 

Baer will lead the team in 
his first, and last, game as 
coach of the Irish. As 
delimsive coordinator dur­
ing the regular season 
under the rneently-lircd 
Willingham, Baer's 
dnfense was strong against 
the run but poor against 
tlw pass: 

Hiley has a losing 
record in two stints at 
Oregon Statn, and was 
not successful in the 
NFL as coach of the San 
Diego Chargers from 
1999-2001. llis team 
has played hard this 
season against ranked 
teams. 

While Hiley has never 
donn much to.p 
worth as a · 
he stH~;has 

QUARTERBACKS 

Quinn has been up and 
down during the regular 
season, but has still had 
the best year of his career 
so far after throwing for 
2,372 yards and 15 
touchdowns. He has also 
shown flashes of being 
able to bring the ball 
down and run if the 
defense allows it. 

Anderson has had a fan­
tastic year, throwing for 
3,257 yards and 25 
touchdowns. Both Quinn 
and Anderson completed 
53 percent of their pass­
es this season, but 
Anderson had 470 
attempts to Quinn's 324 
attempts_ 

Anderson might have the 
more impressive stats, 
but he also has the 
<J:fiY<~:Qtage, .Q{ ... , Ore gop 
State's 1~oll)pl~t~ lao}~Aof :~ 
r:unrting game~ N~jth;~r 
tleam's pass<defense 'is 
overly impressive, so 
both quarterbacks should 
have good nights. 

A lot of people would compare winning this 
game to Boston College and Pittsburgh -
games the Irish shouldn't lose because of the 
leadership of their senior elass. But that leader­
ship can't overcome Notre Dame's inability to 
stop On1gon State's aerial attack_ It won't be the 
Fiasco Bowl. but it won't be a happy ending. 

IRISH RUSHING 

The Irish have done well 
this season with a two­
headed attack in senior 
Hyan Grant and fresh­
man Darius Walker. The 
two backs were about 
all the offense the Irish 
could muster against 
USC, and Oregon State's 
run defense is not as 
good as USC's. 

The Beavers have done 
okay against the run, 
but they havr~ also 
played a sehPdule full of 
pass-first Pae-1 0 teams. 
Oregon State has 
allowed an average of 
122.6 yards per game 
this season and just 
nine rushing touch­
downs. 

Notre Dame sho uldu 't 
have too much cUfll~!idty 
running enough to keep 
the defense .. honest. 
Oregon State has fAred• 
vm;y few teams with the; 
rushing attack the Irish 
have, and when they did 

.face good running teams 
(USC, California), they 
lost,., .. , 

• OREGON STATE _., 
DEFENSE ~ 

IRISH PASSING 

Notre Dame has had 
some good games pass­
ing this season and also 
some poor showings. 
Against the Trojans, thn 
Irish threw li1r a season­
low 105 yards. The 
team's ratd of 218.2 
yards per game is about 
a veragn in Division I. 

The Beavnrs allow 194.1 
yards per game·, a pretty 
low averagn considering 
Oregon State is in the 
pass-happy Pac-t 0 con­
ference. They are tied 
for firth in the country 
with 18 intereeptions, 
but have also allowed 23 
touchdowns through the 
air. 

The Irish might have 
difficulty against the 
Bnavers if Q . makes 
poor doci ·· d 
throws inte 
The 
de.(r: 

,Jtga 
'*1 ~~ ." 't IS 9;~· :Wl ' 
.~ssr g teams 
Notre Dame. 

What. do I know'? Probably not much. I picked 
the lnsh to beat BYU, Purdue, BC, and Pitt, and 
lose to Michigan and Tennessee. So, I'll go with 
Oregon State in hopes I'm wrong yet again. 
Notre Dame needs to- shut down the Beavers 
outstanding passing attack, while the Irish 
oflimse needs to rush the ball well against a vul­
nerable OSU run defense. 

Matt Lazar 
Editor in Chief 

FINAL SCORE: Oregon State 27, 
Notre Dame 17 

Joe Hettler 
AME 

FINAL SCORE: Oregon State 31, 
Notre Dame 21 
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Oregon State 
lfeavers 

Record: 6-5 

Oregon State Beavers 
AP: NR 

Coaches: NR 

TAILBACK 
Z.9·Wrlght 
33-Cote 

SLOTBACK 

~:~ 

BEAVER RUSHING 

Notre Dame's rush 
defense is ranked No. 9 
in the nation. averaging 
just 94.4 yards allowed 
per game. The Irish 
have held opponents 
under 100 yards eight 
times this season, but 
only won four of those 
games. 

Oregon State has gone 
from one of the best 
rushing teams in the 
nation with Stephen 
.Jackson in 2003, to the 
second-worst in the 
nation in 2004 at just 
75.3 yards per game. Its 
passing game more than 
makes up for the lack of 
a rushing game. 

The Beavers will prol:]a­
bly lose this battle b~y. 
However, the Irish have 
still lost plenty of gap:r,~s", 
this year in which they:~ 
stopped their opponents',; 
running games, so 
Oregon State might n()t;; 
be too worried if tliti'y 
can't run against ithe 
Notre Dame defense. 

BEAVER PASSING 

The Irish secondary has 
been one of the worst in 
the country, allowing 
five touchdowns in each 
of Notre Dame's last two 
games in the regular 
season. The team's aver­
age of 274.3 yards 
allowed through the air 
per game is the fourth­
worst in the nation. 

Anderson is not a stellar 
quarterback, but neither 
was Pittsburgh's Tyler 
Palko, who threw for 334 
yards and five touch­
downs against the Irish. 
Anderson is the leader of 
the nation's eighth-best 
passing attack, averaging 
304.4 yards per game. 

Oregon State's strength on 
offense is through tl ' air, 
something th -
well for tlie 
during 
that ' 

senior who doesn't 
make many mistakes. 

Oregon State's passing attack will 
be too much for Notre Dame as all 
team's attacks have been this sea­
son. The Beavers will stop the Irish 
offense enough to get the win 
through the air. The Irish are opti­
mistic about next season, but it 
doesn't ~ia.rt here. 

Van Hoegarden 
Sports Editor 

FINAL SCORE: Oregon State 
27, Notre Dame 20 · 

OREGON STATE 
2004 Schedule 

Sept. 4 at LSU - L 

Sept. 1 0 at Boise State - L 

Sept. 18 NEW MEXICO - W 

Sept. 25 at Arizona State- L 

Oct. 2 CAUFORNIA- L 
.:~~: 

Oct. 16 .gtWashington- W 

Oct.: 23 WASHIN~!ON ST. - W 
i'<l'" ,, ,,iii/, ,i;tififltc'~F'" 

Oct:-30 at Arizona - W 

Nov. 6 USC- L 

Nov. 13 at Stanford - W 

Nov. 20 OREGON - W 

SPECIAL TEAMS INTANGIBLES 

Fitzpatrick is 11-for-15 in 
field goals this year, and 
has been better than 
average on his punts -
averaging 42.4 yards per 
kick. The hish kick return 
team has been woeful, 
allowing two touchdowns 
and 20.5 yards average 
per return. 

Serna is 1 fi-of-17 for field 
goals tliis year, but has 
missed three extra points 
- with all three coming 
in a game that cost the 
team an upset victory 
against LSU early in the 
season. The Beavers 
have allowed one punt 
return for a touchdown. 

Neither team is overly 
impressive when it comes 
to special teams. Both do 

· gs w d spme .. 
t worly. kiif:Kipg 
g~mes for ea 
espeCially sha Serna 
has been suspect on extra 
points and Fitzpatrick has 
missed several field goals. 

Notre Dame hasn't won 
a bowl game since 1994, 
and lost its last two 
games during the regu­
lar season. They'd love 
to break both those 
streaks at the Insight 
Bowl, and help Baer go 
out a winner - no doubt 
with the team playing in 
honor of Williingham. 

The Beavers are anxious 
to show their 6-5 record is 
misleading, and hope to 
take advantage of the Irish 
while they're down. With · 
the game in Arizona, 
Oregon State might have a 
slight home-field advan­
tage, but then again there 
are Irish fans everywhere. 

The Irish really want to win 
this game, but this looks like 
a bit ofa 
of the bcstp 
the co 
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Mike Riley 
fourth season at 

Oregon State 
career record: 

22-24 
at Oregon State: 

22-24 
against Notre 

Dame: 0-0 

Roster 
No. Name Pos. 
2 Brandon Browner CB 
3 josh Hawkins WR 
4 Keith Ellison LB 
4 Nick Bodeman WR 
5 Mitch Meeuwsen FS 
5 Brady Schlalich QB 
6 George Gillett WR 
6 Harvey Whiten 55 
7 Colt Charles QB 
7 Lamar Herron DB 
8 Aric Williams CB 
9 Gerard Lawson CB 
10 john Dailey PK 
10 Ryan Gunderson QB 
12 Adam Rothenfluh QB 
13 Blake Nonnine WR 
13 Alexis Cerna PK 
14 Derek Anderson QB 
15 Brian Hildebrand QB 
15 Kellen Marshall CB 
16 Marcel Love WR 
17 Anthony Wheat-Brown WR 
18 jimtavis Walker RB 
19 Fredie Davis CB 
19 Sammie Stroughter WR 
20 Dallas Buck DB 

-21 Chaz Scott LB 
22 Keller Christensen LB 
23 Bryan Payton CB 
24 Sabby Piscitelli 55 
25 Nate johns WR 
26 Yvensen Bernard TB 
27 joe Lemma DE 
28 Mike Hass WR 
29 Dwight Wright TB 
30 Charles Burnley DB 
30 Michael jones TB 
31 Daniel Weis RB/LB 
32 jeff Kruskamp TE 
33 Ryan Cole TB 
34 Keenan Lewis CB 
35 Sam Paulcscu P /PK 
36 Brandon Hughes WR 
37 Matthew Sieverson FS 
38 Olaniyi Sobomehin RB 
39 Daniel Drayton 5 
40 jonathan Pollard LB 
41 Kevin Davidson LB 
42 Andy Darkins LB 
43 Eric Anderson SLB 
44 Trent Bray LB 
45 Derrick Doggett WLB 
46 Alan Darlin LB 
47 Star Paddock LS 
48 Eddie Stamm LB 
49 jeff Van Orsow DE 
50 Seth Lacey LB 
51 Adam Speer C 
52 john Strawbridge P 
53 Evan Smith LB 
54 Darrick Bruns LS 
55 Caleb Tommasini CB 
56 Corey O'Neill PK 
57 Kelly Phelps LB 
58 Brent Bridges OG 
60 J .C. Ronnfeldt OG 
61 Adam Koets OT 
62 jeremy Perry OG 
65 Doug Nienhuis OT 
66 Andy Levitre OL 
67 Roy Schuming 0G 
69 josh Linehan OT 
71 Winfield Usher OG 
73 Matt Brock C 
75 Kyle DeVan OL 
76 Tavita Thompson OL 
77 Pernell Booth DT 
78 Chris Miller OT 
79 Patrick Wu OT 
80 Zach Tarver WR 
81 Kevin Swanigan WR 
82 Brandon Powers WR 
83 Dan Haines TE 
84 jim Hanchett TE 
85 jeremy Weldon TE 
86 Gabe Button TE 
87 Zach Hagemeister TE 
88 Pat Loney TE 
89 joe Newton TE 
90 Bill Swancutt DE 
91 Frank Naymon DE 
92 Alvin Smith DT 
93 Derek Hall DT 
94 Slade Norris LB/55 
95 joe Rudolph DE 
96 Brandon Scales DE 
97 Ben Siegert DT 
98 Curtis Coker DT 
99 Sir Henry Anderson DT 

Mike Riley 
head coach 

Ht. Wt. YR 
6-4 202 so 
6-0 185 )R 
6-2 224 )R 
5-11 180 JR 
6-3 205 SR 
6-1 201 FR 
6-1 208 SR 
6-3 219 jR 
6-0 188 so 
6-0 195 FR 
6-0 172 SR 
5-9 185 FR 
6-1 214 JR 
6-4 220 FR 
6-3 187 SR 
5-10 183 FR 
5-7 157 FR 
6-6 240 SR 
6-2 203 FR 
5-10 183 so 
6-0 181 JR 
6-1 210 - FR 
5-9 217 JR 
5-11 170 jR 
5-10 177 FR 
6-2 191 so . 
6-2 222 )R 
5-10 209 SR 
6-1 - 200 FR 
6-3 217 so 
6-0 177 FR 
5-8 207 FR 
6-3 252 50 
6-1 210 JR 
5-9 208 SR 
6-0 180 _ FR 
5-11 247 FR 
6-0 222 FR 
6-4 227 FR 
6-0 233 so 
6-1 172 FR 
5-11 187 JR 
5-10 167 FR 
6-1 200 FR 
6-0 231 FR 
5-9 199 FR 
6-1 243 SR 
6-1 237 SR 
6-2 227 FR 
6-1 205 FR 
6-1 234 JR 
6-3 197 FR 
6-1 238 FR 
5-10 187 )R 
6-1 215 FR 
6-2 258 FR 
6-2 237 SR 
6-2 290 l'R 
6-1 230 FR 
6-0 195 FR 
6-5 271 JR 
5-11 186 FR 
5-9 169 FR 
6-2 226 so 
6-3 291 SR 
6-4 347 so 
6-6 293 so 
6-2 296 FR 
6-6 321 SR 
6-2 326 FR 
6-3 302 FR 
6-4 284 so 
6-2 342 FR 
6-2 298 SR 
6-2 292 FR 
6-6 290 FR 
6-1 298 FR 
6-5 299 )R 
6-3 302 FR 
6-5 214 FR 
6-2 201 )R 
6-1 203 FR 
6-4 242 jR 
6-6 248 JR 
6-2 267 JR 
6-4 232 SR 
6-4 264 FR 
6-6 251 SR 
6-7 244 so 
6-4 259 SR 
6-4 275 FR 
6-2 313 JR 
6-3 268 JR 
6-2 214 FR 
6-5 234 FR 
6-5 225 so 
6-4 271 so 
6-1 334 FR 
6-3 294 jR 

Pat Leonard 
Associate 

Sports Editor 

Notre Dame has optimism for 
next season and something to 
prove. But the Oregon State 
passing offense has been too 
complicated and successful this 
season to let me pick the Irish 
- who struggle against the 
pass- in this one. 

FINAL SCORE: Oregon State 
31, Notre Dame 24 

Justin Schuver 
Associate 

Sports Editor 

The Irish would really really love 
to win this game for Willingham. 
But, they probably really really 
wanted to beat USC, Pittsburgh, 
Purdue, Boston College and 
BYU, as well. The Notre Dame 
secondary simply doesn't have 
enough to stop Anderson and 
the Beavers' passing attack. 
FINAL SCORE: Oregon State 
35, Notre Dame 14 

' 
' ' ' ·_I 
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Sizing up the Irish and Beavers 

AVERAGE PER GAME 

total yards gained 
total yards allowed 

rushing yards gained 
rushing yards allowed 

passing yards gained 
passing yards allowed 

kick roturn yards gained 
kiek return yards allowed 

NOTRE DAME'S OFFENSE 
vs 

OREGON STATE'S DEFENSE 

OREGON STATE'S OFFENSE 
vs 

NOTRE DAME'S DEFENSE 

~94.41 

OREGON STATE 

PASSING GAME 

punt return yards gained ~.9 
punt return yards allowed q 

NOTRE DAME 

PASSING DEFENSE 

Notre Dam<~'s passing 
defense has been woe­
ful this season, espe­
cially against teams 
with a veteran quartnr­
baek. 

The Beavers pass for 
304.4 yards per game, 
while the Irish ·allow 
274.3 yards per game. 
That's not good odds if 
you're a Notre Dame lim. 

yards per punt 
punts blocked 

turnovers lost 
turnovers recovered 

total points scored 
total points allowed 

~3 

Notre Dame yards penalized 
Oregon State yards penalized 

41.5 

The Irish have been 
especially suspect 
against the pass in 
their last two games 
against Pittsburgh and 
USC in which Notre 
Dame defensive baeks 
allowed five touch­
downs in eaeh .contest. 

Quentin Burrell. 
above, and the rest of' 
the Irish defensive 
backs are going to 
have to stop the 
Beavers' passing game 
if the Irish have any 
hope of winning their 
first bowl game since 
1994. 

DerPk Anderson, 
abovn, has bnen one of 
the best passers in the 
country, throwing for 
3,257 yards and 25 
touehdowns. The Beavers 
have bnen a pass-11rst 
te.am all season, and 
Anderson has lit perli1ctly 
into head eoach Mike 
Iilley's systnrn. 

Eight dillimmt Beavers 
have caught a touchdown 
pass this season, and 
Anderson will try to 
spread the Irish seeond­
ary early and look for 
rnatchups to take advan­
tage of. 

Mattison to join Meyer's UF staff after bowl 
Current Irish defensive line coach will be Gators' co-defensive coordinator 
By MATT LOZAR 
Sports Writer 

Irish dnfensive linn coach 
(;rng Mattison simply eouldn't 
take another eoaching change. 

Mattison will become co­
dnl'nnsivn coordinator and the 
def'nnsivn line coach at the on 
new mach Urban Meynr's staff 
at tlw Univnrsity of Florida 
after eoarhing Notrn Dame in 
tlw Insight Bowl Dnc. 2H. 

''I'm rnally excited about it. 
I'm nxcitnd about ]Meyer]," 
Mattison said Friday. "Wn'vn 
always rllally n1spneted each 
othnr. I think the world or him 
and tlw job he's done and I'm 
exdtml about being thorn." 

Mattison was the dnf'nnsive 
coordinator for all fivn years of 
f'ormnr Irish eoach Bob Davie's 
tnnurn. Whnn Tyronn 
Willingham carnn to South 
Bnnd in 2002, Mattison was the 
lonn holdover from Davin's 
starr and has benn the defen­
sive linn coach for thn past 
thrnn snasons. 

"Wiwn you'rn a guy that's 
kPpt, it's hard to go pick up thn 
pieces," Mattison said. 
"({pcruiting is hard nnough, but 
wlwn you have to go in al'tnr 
somnthing like this happennd, 
t.lw first. thing you have to got 
thn young man's confidnnce 
and trust. Then you havn to 
recruit him. I said I don't know 
if I want to go through that 
whole thing again." 

Mattison is known as one of' 
Notre Damn's top recruiters 

over the past eight years. The 
challenge of recruiting at Notre 
Dame is the lack of a local tal­
ent base. While the allure of 
playing for the Irish is an 
advantage, the countrywide 
search is a hindrance. 

At Florida, that won't be the 
case. 

"For the past eight years, I've 
bnfHl on a plane it seems like 
evory othnr day flying all over 
tho country," Mattison said. 
I Mnynrl said, 'How are you 
going to like getting in your 
ear, driving to 

coordinator, Mattison carne to 
South Bend and has seen a 
number of defensive linemen 
make it to the National 
Football League, including 
Lance Legree, Anthony Weaver, 
Derrick Campbell and Cedric 
Hilliard. Current senior defen­
sive end Justin Tuck is project­
ed as a high draft pick when he 
decides to go to the NFL. 

Great players, seeing his 
daughter graduate in 2003 and 
his love for the University 
Mattison leaves with nothing 

but good things 

"/ think the world of 
[Meyer} and the job 
he's done and I'm 

excited about being 
there." 

to say about 
Notre Dame. 

"Notre Dame 
is a special 
place, it's as 
good or a place 
as th1:1re is. I'm 
still excited 

son a kid at 
night and then 
driving horne'?' 
Then I said, 
'Well I haven't 
dono that in 
along time, that 
will be kind of 
fun.'" 

Mattison was 
in eonsidoration 
for tlw Western 

Greg Mattison about the day I 
left Michigan to 

Irish defensive line coach come here. 

Michigan h11ad-coaehing job, 
but pulled his name from eon­
tnntion wlwn he couldn't com­
mit five ynars to running the 
show there. 

"I wasn't going to take a job· 
and have everybody commit to 
you and you commit to them 
and something comes up like a 
Florida or something like that 
and have to toll those guys I'm 
going to take this job," 
Mattison said. "I don't belinve 
in that." 

Artnr eoaching at the 
University of Michigan for live 
years, the last two as defensive 

That's one of 
the bnst decisions I ever made 
just boeause I had the opportu­
nity to spend eight years at this 
great institution," Mattison 
said. "They are going to be 
great here. The coach that 
com!')s in here, I really think 
has some great talent. The 
defense should be back the 
way it was, and the offense has 
everybody back. 

"Notre Dame will get past 
this burn p. I don't think there's 
a question about that." 

Contact Matt Lozar at 
mlozar@nd.edu 

CLAIRE KELLEY/The Observer 

Irish defensive line coach Greg Mattison, back, will leave Notre 
Dame after the Insight Bowl to become co-defensive coordina­
tor for Florida coach Urban Meyer's staff. 

. ~ •-------------~~--~~--------~------------------------------------------------~ 
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Oregon State happy to be in any bowl game 
No.4 California's BCS snub drops Beavers from Sun Bowl to Insight Bowl 

Getty 

Oregon State quarterback Derek Anderson looks for an open 
receiver during the Beavers' game against USC. 

By PAT LEONARD 
Associate Sports Editor 

No. 4 California was poised to 
take a BCS bid to the Rose Bowl. 
Then, it happened. 

The Golden Bears got 
snubbed in favor of No. 6 Texas. 
Their drop in the bowl picture 
rippled throughout the Pac-10 
conference, and the stage was 
set. 

Notre Dame (6-5) would play 
Oregon State (6-5), not UCLA, in 
the Insight Bowl Dec. 28 in 
Phoenix. 

"There's going to be a lot said 
about how this all transpired," 
fourth-year Oregon State head 
coach Mike Riley 

Dame 41-9 in the last postsea­
son meeting between the two 
teams at the 2001 Fiesta Bowl. 

This time, the Beavers again 
bring a high-octane passing 
attack characteristic of Pac-1 0 
teams against a Notre Dame 
secondary that has allowed 10 
passing touchdowns in its last 
two games. 

Quarterback Derek Anderson 
leads the Beaver offense that 
averages 304 yards passing and 
7 4 yards rushing per game. 
Anderson kept Oregon State 
close against No. 1 USC in a 28-
20 loss, the same team that beat 
Notre Dame 41-10. 

"[Oregon State] throws the 
ball all over the plac.e," Irish 

interim 
said. "I really 
have no opinion 
on it whatsover. I 
said right after 
the Oregon game 
that I'm very 
excited to be 
going to a bowl 
game, they'll tell 
us where to go 
and we 'II be very 
pleased with it." 

"I think Notre Dame and 
the Insight Bowl are 

attractive to our team. 

head coach 
Kent Baer 
said. "They 
have got 
every route 
imaginable, 
everything 
you can 
imagine in 
the passing 
game, [and 
they throw] 

Just like all of us 
coaches, I think the 

players are excited just 
to learn where and who 
they wanted us to play. '' 

for 300 Had California 
gone to the Rose 
Bowl, Oregon 
State would have 
met Purdue in the 

Mike Riley 
Oregon State coach 

yards a 
game." 

Sun Bowl. But Riley said his 
team is pleased with even 
receiving a bowl bid. 

"It's exciting for our team," he 
said. "I think it's great for the 
Beavers to play five of the last 
six years in bowl games. It's a 
great opportunity to practice 
our young players." 

Oregon State routed Notre 

N o t r e 
Dame's def­

ense gives up 274 yards passing. 
and 94 yards rushing per game. 

Anderso.n (6-foot-6, 240-
pounds) has thrown for 10,891 
yards and 75 .touchdowns in 
four seasons with the Insight 
Bowl remaining, both first all­
time for an Oregon State quar­
terback. He also has the second 
most career passing yards of an 

active Division-! quarterback 
behind only Hawaii's Timmy 
Chang (16,667 yards). 

Anderson helped Oregon State 
rebound from a 1-4 start. The 
Beavers played four ranked 
teams in their first five games, 
losing to Boise State, Arizona 
State, California and Louisiana 
State, a 22-21 season-opening 
loss in which kicker Alexis 
Serna missed three extra points. 

Hiley's team bounced back to 
win on the road against 
Washington, Arizona and 
Stanford, and a season-ending 
50-21 victory over in-state rival 
Oregon clinched the Beaver 
bowl berth. 

Oregon State defensive end 
Bill Swancutt (6-foot-4, 259-
pounds) anchors the Beavers 
line and has the second-highest 
sack total (11.5) and third-most 
tackles for a loss (18.5) in the 
conference. Swancutt was 
announced as the 2004 Morris 
Trophy winner recen.tly, an 
award given to an offensive and 
defensive lineman each season 
as voted by the players on oppo­
nents' starting lines. 

Anderson and Swancutt are 
both seniors and looking to 
close their careers out with a 
win Dec. 28. 

"I think the Sun Bowl was 
attractive. I think Notre Dame 
and the Insight Bowl are attrac­
tive to our team," Hiley said. 
"Just like all of us coaches, I 
think the players were excited 
just to learn where and who 
they wanted us to play." 

Contact Pat Leonard at 
pleonard@nd.edu 

Baer decides not to pursue Utah State job 
By MATT LOZAR 
Sports Writer 

The way Irish interim head 
coach Kent Baer explained the 
Utah State situation showed 
how diflicult a decision it was. 

Baer's parents live five min­
utes from the campus. His son, 
granddaughter and four sisters 
livn there as well. He played 
college football for the Aggies 
and coached there for nine 
years. 

But for Baer to take a head 
eoaeh position, it had to be 
about more than personal con­
nnetions. 

"Aftnr looking at the situation. 
my emotional heart and my 
pnrsonal heart was into it 
beeausn that's where I'm from," 
B;wr said. "But my professional 
hnart just didn't seem like the 
right thing for me to do right 
now. I'd love to be a head coach 
someday. I want to make sure 
it's tho right situation. I d(m 't 
want to be a head coach just to 
be a head c£mch. So, again, it 
was just a gut feeling." 

Baer wasn't satisfied when 
the school couldn't commit to 
futuro plans concerning 
upgrades to the locker room, 
menting rooms and weight 
room. 

When the school asked Baer if 
we would accept the job if it 
was offered, he said no. 

Baer met with Utah State in 
Arizona the second time after 
meeting them in Los Angeles on 

the first go-around. 
Utah State announced Brent 

Guy as its new head coach 
Friday. 
Beavers a streaking team 

After a l-4 start, the Beavers 
have won five of their last six 
games to become bowl-eligible 
after defeating Oregon 50-21 on 
Nov. 20 in the annual 'Civil 
War" game between the two 
teams. 

The hot finish to the season 
reminds Baer of the 1996 
Stanford team that won its final 
four regular season games 
before defeating Michigan State 
38-0 in the Sun Bowl. 

"[They've I won four out of the 
last five or five out of the last 
six. So, we might be playing one 
of the hottest teams in the 
country. We're playing a team 
that's pretty hungry," Baer said. 
"They're really a talented foot­
ball team and we're going to 
have our hands full. 

It's going to be a challenge. 
Our guys are excited to play 
them." 

The impressive statistic about 
Oregon State's five losses -
LSU, Boise State, Arizona State, 
California and USC - is those 
all came against teams current­
ly ranked in the Associated 
Press top 2 5 and all five are 
playing in bowl games. 
Parish continues to practice 
at cornerback 

After making his starting 
debut at cornerback against 
Southern California Nov. 27, 
Freddie Parish will continue to 

see time at the cornerback posi­
tion in bowl practice as well as 
get repetitions at his customary 
safety position. 

"Freddie did an excellent job 
for us that day. It's really just a 
tough situation to get him in, 
get him all the looks," Baer 
said. "But I thought for the 
most part, he did a great job. I 
know they gave us some looks, 
especially in the passing game 
that he hadn't seen, that we 
hadn't practiced. I thought for 
the most part he did well." 

Baer wouldn't say whether 
Parish would get his second 
start of the season at corner in 
the bowl game. 
Team hopes to get players 
healthy for bowl 

Baer didn't have a lengthy 
injury update list on Friday. He 
said defensive end Justin Tuck 
should be okay and that 
Maurice Stovall, who has been 
battling an ankle injury this 
season, should be fine once the 
Irish get to Phoenix. 

Coming out of the USC game, 
the Irish had some players beat 
up. Baer said he will hold some 
back in practice so they're 
ready for Oregon State. 
Practice schedule 

Baer said the Irish will prac­
tice today, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday before the 
players go home for a few days. 

The team will reconvene· in 
Phoenix on Dec. 22. 

Contact Matt Lozar at 
mlozar@nd.edu 

AP 
Notre Dame interim coach Kent Baer turned down the opportunity 
to be the head coach at Utah State. 
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CHUY BENITEZ/The Observer 

THE BEST 
OF 2004 

Notm Dame's roller-coaster sPason had plenty of highs- upsetting No. 7 

Michigan, defimting No. 11 Tennessee in a packed Neyland Stadium- but 

also plenty of lows -losing to Brigham Young in the first game of the sea-

son. dropping consecutive home games to Boston College and Pittsburgh. 

The team's up-and-down performance also li~atumd the emergenee of sever-

allrish stars- running back Darius Walker and wide reeeiver Matt Shelton. 

among others. The Irish hope to finish the season on a good note with a vie-

tory in the Insight Bowl Dec. zg. 

Clockwise from top left, Irish wide receiver Matt Shelton catches one of his two touchdowns against Michigan. Irish running back Ryan Grant breaks a tackle against 
Navy. Irish running back Darius Walker breaks free for a long gain against Stanford. Irish defensive end Kyle Budinscak tackles Tennessee running back Gerald Riggs, Jr. 
Irish tight end Billy Palmer celebrates his only touchdown of the season against USC. Irish fullback Rashon Powers-Neal scores a touchdown against Purdue. 
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Fortner Irish players cotntnend decision to hire Weis 
By ERIC RETTER 
Sports Writer 

The NFL branch of the Notre Dame 
Alumni Association has no illusions as to 
why Charlie Weis came to the Irish. 

"He's here to win football games," said 
Mark Bavaro, a former Irish tight end 
who, along with Weis, won the Super Bowl 
as part of the 1990 New York Giants. 

Weis comes to South Bend with an 
impressive history of being part of teams 
that do just that, being the proud owner of 
three world championship rings and lead­
ing the offensive attack for a Patriots team 
poised to make a run for a fourth. 

Weis' hiring ends a two-week long 
firestorm that began when Tyrone 
Willingham was dismissed on Nov. 30. 

Many are glad the situation resolved 
itself in Weis. 

"''m pumped about [the hire]," said 
Marc Edwards, former Irish star and 
Jaguars fullback. "The circus is over. We 
got a big-time coach, and we didn't have to 
settle. He's a name with Notre Dame ties." 

Moving Weis from coaching on Sundays 
to Saturdays is expected to immediately 
impact the Irish on the recruiting trail. 

"First of all, kids should come to Notre 
Dame because of the school, but, if you 
bring in a guy with three Super Bowl rings 
and who's a proven 

to the Irish - after the Patriots season 
comes to a close. 

"He's been here five years and has a lot 
to do with our success," Belichick told the 
Associated Press. "We all at the Patriots 
wish him well. But at the same time, we 

have a lot of football 
winner, then high 
school kids are going 
to want to play for 
him," Bavaro said. 

"The circus is over. We got a 
big-time coach, and we 

didn't have to settle. 

left. We have a job to 
d " 0. 

After years of suc­
cess as an assistant 
coach, next year's 
Irish squad will be the 
first college or profes-

Not only will Weis 
potentially help bring 
top. high school stu­
dent-athletes to the 
Irish, but he will bring 
with him the ability to 
develop the talent that 
is already here. 

He's a name with Notre 
Dame ties." 

sional team Weis has 

Marc Edwards 
Jaguars fullback 

managed. However, 
those who have 
worked with him don't 

"He gives players a 
program to buy into," Bavaro said. 

Weis will juggle his Notre Dame and 
New England coaching responsibilities for 
the remainder of the NFL season. Patriots 
head coach Bill Belichick had nothing but 
good things to say about Weis and gave his 
offensive coordinator his blessing to come 

expect the doubts 
about his lack of head 

coaching experience to manifest them­
selves any time soon. 

"There's definitely question marks," 
Bavaro said. "No one's sure [what will 
happen], but judging by his past record, 
he's more than capable." 

Most seem convinced' any head coaching 

deficiency Weis may have will be more 
than eclipsed by the ability he brings to the 
table. 

"He has a brilliant football mind," past 
Notre Dame tight end and 1 0-year NFL 
veteran Derek Brown said. "That alone is 
part of it. He understands the big picture." 

That mind will be charged with uniting a 
team and a community that has seen its 
share of controversy since Willingham 
departed. 

"The only way you do that is by winning 
games," Edwards said. "You have to win 
football games, and, if you do that, then 
everyone will rally behind you." 

"Winning cures everything," Brown 
agreed. 

Weis' desire to make this his last coach­
ing stop is shared by Edwards who wants 
to see Weis roaming the Irish sidelines for 
a many years. 

"He signed a long-term contract," 
Edwards said. "Hopefully he'll be the face 
of Notre Dame football for a long time to 
come." 

Contact Eric Retter at eretter@nd.edu 

Ho01e celebrated head coaches prepared him 
to take over one of the most visible jobs 
in the nation. 

"I look at those guys, those gentlemen 
who I have been able to be groomed 
under and be polished under and 
learned how to deal with the game of 
football and teaching of football and 
dealing with all of the different ele­
ments and the distractions, and get 
focused on what's really important," 
Weis said. 

Weis knows nasty is needed 
continued from page 4 

"Obviously one of the two greatest 
influences of my life in the coaching 
profession is Bill Parcells," Weis said. "I 
mean, he took me, gave me an opportu­
nity whflll I was an absolute nobody, 
himd me and groomed me, and started 
me on spPcial teams and then I moved 
to off{msc." 

Weis coached the Giants' running 
backs for two years before moving to 
New England, where he coached run­
ning backs, tight ends and wide 
receivers filr the Patriots from 1993-96. 
Weis thnn went to the New York Jets, 
where he made his debut at ofl'ensive 
coordinator in 1998. In 2000, he 
returned to New England as Bill 
Belichick's offensive coordinator, pick­
ing up two more Supc1· Bowl titles. 

"The foresight and insight that 
IBdichickl had is one of the things that I 
pride myself on - trying to take the 
best attributes of each person I've been 
around and he's ahead of most people," 
Weissaid. 

Working under two of the era's most 

Recruiting 
continued from page 4 

good if we can get him here in the next 
eouple of days." 

One of the potential drawbacks to 
Weis is his lack of collegiate experi­
ence. His only time spent at the college 
level was as a graduate assistant and 
assistant recruiting coordinator at 
South Carolina from 1985-88. 

"He has the NFL experience, yes, but 
now he's with a college team," Bruton 
said. "I figure that it will be different 
[for Weis]." 

On the other hand, Smith does not 
see any problems with Weis' coaching 

White 
continued from page 1 

Weis at 2 p.m. on Friday. Then at 3 
p.m., University Provost Nathan 
Hatch, Executive Vice President 
John Arfleck-Graves and Faculty 

Malloy 
continued from page 1 

The reason it's been so tough for 
Notre Dame during all of the media 
criticism, is the University's high pro­
file. 

"People look at it and people attend 
to it. When we go to follow coaches, 

Family is important to Weis and his 
wife, Maura, who have two children, 
Charlie and Hannah. In 2003, Weis and 
Maura started the Hannah & Friends 
Foundation for children and young 
adults affected by autism and global 
delays. Weis' daughter Hannah is 
affected by these developmental disor­
ders. 

Maura and Charlie attended Weis' 
press conference where he announced 
his acceptance ofthe Notre Dame job. 

"This is not a stepping stone," Weis 
said. "Thi'i is an end-all for our family. 
We come to Notre Dame, it's with the 
intent of retiring here ... I'm proud to 
be here. I'm thankful to be here." 

Contact Kate Gales at kgales@nd.edu 

experience. 
"I don't think fWeis' lack of college 

experience] is a negative at all," he 
said. "Just look at what he's done as a 
professional coach. He's won a couple 
of Super Bowls.,; 

So far the only verbal recruit to total­
ly retract his commitment from Notre 
Dame is Dayton, Ohio defensive back 
Brandon Harrison. Lawrence Wilson, a 
defensive end from Akron, Ohio, has 
taken away his verbal commitment but 
still has the Irish on his list along with 
Ohio State, Pittsburgh and Michigan. 

Harrison is considering Michigan and 
Iowa. 

Contact Mike Gilloon at 
mgilloon@nd.edu 

Board on Athletics chair Fernand 
Dutile, chair of the faculty board 
on athletics. A decision was then 
made and at 6 p.m. Friday evening, 
White and University President­
elect Father John Jenkins offered 
Weis the position. 

Contact Matt Lozar at mlozar@nd.edu 

the press follows us around and that's 
not true at every school. We welcome 
that scrutiny," Jenkins said. "We think 
we have it because we have high ideals 
for our program. We are going to keep 
them, and we are going to meet them. 
We'll be able to put us behind us, and 
we look forward to the future." 

Contact Matt Lozar at 
mlozar@nd.edu 

AP 
Charlie Weis coaches the New England Patriots Sunday. 

It stuck out like the diamond-filled ring that 
weighs down his right hand. 

In the middle of his lengthy opening state­
ment, new Notre Dame football coach Charlie 
Weis described what his team would be. 

Hard working- Weis knows first-hand 
championship football 
teams aren't made by 
going through the motions. 

Intelligent- at Notre 
Dame, Weis already has an 
advantage. 

Nasty- wait a second. 
"And I hate to include 

the nasty, but that is part of 
being a winning football 
team," Weis explained. Matt Lozar 

After three years ofpolit- Sports Writer 
ically correct Tyrone 
Willingham always having 
the right answer to every question, Weis 
opened some eyes at his first press confer­
ence. 

One common theory in replacing a leader is 
to go for the opposite of the person being 
replaced. 

Weis isn't the exact opposite of Willingham. 
Both understand the first and foremost 
responsibility of the coach at Notre Dame is to 
win and win often. That's why a new coach 
was announced Monday. 

But Willingham never talked about his team 
being nasty. Having a swagger, yes. Being 
nasty, no. 

There is a difference. 
Weis comes from the Bill Parcells and Bill 

Belichick coaching pedigree. Knowing any­
thing about those two top-flight coaches 
reveals they are no-nonsense kind of people 
who don't make excuses for anything. 

Parcells throws his rookies into the fire and 
chastises them when they ask for a play off. 
Just ask Julius Jones how well that's worked. 

Belichick won't acknowledge injuries as an 

excuse in New England this year. The Patriots 
have been forced him into using wide receiver 
Troy Brown as a defensive back. By the way, 
the Patriots are 12-1. 

Weis refused to make excuses Monday 
about the academic standards for recruiting, 
the challenging schedule and juggling act he 'II 
have to perform holding two jobs for what 
many hope is until Feb. 6 in the winning lock­
er room at Super Bowl XXXIX. 

The players really didn't know what to think 
upon hearing Weis' nasty comment during the 
press conference. 

They remember an offensive coordinator 
from the Super Bowl champions as something 
more than just a run-of-the-mill guest speaker 
during a winter practice. He criticized them 
and after that initial shock, the players real­
ized this guy knows what he is talking about. 

Hearing the nasty comment Monday morn­
ing provided another eye-opener for the play­
ers. 

But they let it sink in again. 
And they liked it. 
Just ask Justin Tuck and Brady Quinn. 
After meeting with Weis Monday afternoon 

for the second time in as many days, the two 
leaders left the Joyce Center with a bounce in 
their step and smiles on their faces. 

It didn't matter that it was finals week. 
It didn't matter that it was a winter wonder­

land in South Bend. 
It didn't matter that Tuck has all the tempta­

tion in the world to declare a year early for the 
NFL draft. 

They wanted to strap on the pads right 
there. 

Why? 
They know that nasty wins. 
Just look at Weis' right hand. 

The opinions expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily those 
of The Observer. 

.. 
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Players respond positively to Weis hire 

From left, defensive end Justin Tuck, tight end Anthony Fasano and quarterback Brady Quinn answered questions regarding their new coach, Charlie Weis. The 
three along with linebacker Brandon Hoyte, defensive end Victor Abiamiri and offensive tackle Ryan Harris are part of the student athlete transition team. 

By JOE HETTLER 
Sports Writer 

Brady Quinn looked like a kid 
on Christmas morning Monday. 

The Irish signal-caller was all 
sm i Ins a few moments after 
Notre Dame named New 
England Patriots offensive coor­
dinator Charlie Weis its 28th 
football head coach at a morning 
press confenmce. 

"Everybody is real excited," 
Quinn said. "We didn't get to 
meet as a team and talk about it. 
but you can tell tlwre's a lot of 
excitement and happiness that, 
one. tlw whole search is over -
we know where we are - and 
secondly !about I the person we 
have." 

Aflnr ptwsomtlly meeting with 
Weis around 9 p.m. Sunday 
evening, it didn't take Quinn 
long to form an opinion of his 
now coach. 

"Maybe live minutes," <)uinn 

said, still grinning, "because he 
got right down to it. He started 
talking about himself and what 
he's all about and right then he 
had my attention. I'm just happy 
he's here." 

Although the entire team did­
n't speak with We is before he 
was hired, many players had 
already met the 1978 Notre 
Dame graduate. Weis spoke to 
the Irish during winter workouts 
last year, and Tuck remembers 
the speech as anything but typi­
cal. 

"llon<~stly, he was the first 
guest speaker that wasn't hip 
hip hooray Notre Dame," Irish 
defensive end Justin Tuek said. 
"lie was more of a critieal guest 
speaker. That was kind of sur­
prising. lie was the first speaker 
to eome in and really get on us 
about things. 

"We were like 'You're the 
guest speaker, you're supposed 
to eome and say how great Notre 
Dame is and blah blah blah.' It 

was a different twist. That was 
our frrst impression of him." 

Tuek said Weis may even have 
insulted some of the players dur-
ing his speeeh. . 

"I think some took a little 
offense to it," Tuek said. "But 
then they sat down thought 
about it and he was right." 

Irish tight end Anthony Fasano 
believes Weis will help Notre 
Dame have a different attitude 
on and ofl'the field. 

"I think lan attitude ehange 
was needed J. Going 6-5, you 
have to change something," 
Fasano said. "I think that's a big 
part of football, and I think he's 
going to bring it to our team." 

Tuck said he liked what Weis 
said in the press conference, 
speeifieally when the new eoach 
referred to Notre Dame as being 
"a nasty" team under his leader­
ship. 

"When he said that, I aetually 
started laughing because I've 
never heard someone at a press 

conference say 'nasty,"' Tuek 
said. "But that's a good thing 
beeause football is a nasty game, 
and you want that attitude eom­
ing from the top person and fil­
tering down to the team." 

Perhaps the biggest benefactor 
of the Weis hiring is the Irish 
offense, speeifieally Quinn. Weis 
has developed New England's 
former sixth-round pick, Tom 
Brady, into a twq-time Super 
Bowl MVP, while leading the 
Patriots to wins in two of the last 
three Super Bowls. 

''I'm pumped up," Quinn said. 
"Honestly, going to the press 
conference, hearing him talk 
and watching the JNew England! 
game [Sunday!, it only brings 
excitement to me, and I just 
ean't wait to get out there and 
get my head in the playbook." 

As for Tuek, Notre Dame's all­
time sack leader has one year 
remaining of eligibility remain­
ing, and he said he's still waiting 
to deeide whether to go into the 

NFL or stay in South Bend. 
"That's going through my head 

right now," Tuck said. "From the 
little I know about [Weis) and lis­
tening to him at the press con­
ference, he seems like ... some­
body you can really like as a 
head coach." 

Quinn said one of the most 
important critnrions that Weis 
will bring Notre Dame's football 
program is confidence. With so 
many accolades to his name, no 
one doubts Weis' ability to help a 
team find success. 

"It impresses me. It gives me a 
sense of confidence in him 
because he knows what it takes 
to get there," Quinn said. "lie's 
coaching guys, he's had success 
and he's winning Super Bowllsl. 
It's only going to help us, to give 
us more confidence and 
inevitably buy into his program 
and his system." 

Contact Joe Hettler at 
jhettler@nd.edu 
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Recruits excited 
about Weis tenure 
By MIKE GILLOON 
Sports Wriccr 

As rww Notre Damn coach 
CharliP Wnis walkPd through the 
.Joyce Center doors Sunday night a 
large SupPr Bowl ring sparkled on 
his right ring linger. Appan•ntly it 
<:aught tlw Pye of Irish rm:ruil'i. 

Marshall. Mid1. quarterback 
Evan Sharpley was enthusiastic at 
t.lw idea of playing undnr a man 
who dnvPiopPd New England 
Patriots quartPrbar.k Tom Brady 
from a sixth-round draft pick to 
SupPr Bowl MVP. 

"lin has a gn•at track rncord," 
Sharplny said. "Pretty much 
nvnrywhnrn lw 's gone he's clone 
prntty well. It's fun to watch him 
on Sundays as tlw Patriots have 
an nxdting ofli•nsn and they use 
thnir players wPII." 

Tlw combination of being on the 
coaching stair of tlm~e Super Bowl 
winning teams along with running 
one ofthn best oflimses in the NFL 
is anotlwr selling point. 

"lin's a pretty good head mach," 
llartford, Conn. fullbaek Asaph 
Sehwapp said. "lin really has the 
nxpnriPnC<'. lin's done a lwek of a 
job in the NFL. It's prntty exeiting 
to know that lw 's won a eouple 
Super Bowls." 

Highland Park. Ill. lirwbar.ker 
Scott Smith agrnPd with his futun~ 
teammates. 

"''m dPfinitPly PxcitPd that tlwy 
found a guy like coach W11is to 
comt1 in," lw said. "I don't know 

much about him but I'm looking 
fi>rward to g11tting a chanee to talk 
with him." 

David Bruton, a safety from 
Miamisburg, Ohio, wasn't as 
thrilled as Sharpley but still felt 
Notre Dame made a good choice . 

"It's a step in the right diree­
tion," Bruton said. "I still don't 
know much about him or how he 
coaches or his personality or any­
thing likn that." 

When eontael!~d none of the 
recruits said Weis had talknd to 
them. llowever. both Sharpley and 
Smith indicated that they were 
expeding a eall from Weis some­
time Monday night. 

''I'm looking forward to that 
call," Sharpley said. 

Sharplny, who carries a 3.97 
CPA, phoned a number of players 
who have already givnn their ver­
bal cornmitmenl<; to the Irish and 
other potential rocruil'i after Wnis 
was hirnd. 

"I callnd some guys !Sunday! to 
sen what their opinions wero," hn 
said. "A lot of guys were <m:itnd. I 
mean, who wouldn't be?" 

One playnr Sharpley spedlically 
mentionnd was Kansas City. Mo. 
wide reeeivnr ILl. llord. lie has 
an official visit sehnduled with 
Notre Dame but Nebraska, 
Oklahoma and LSU arn among the 
schools eornpnting with the Irish 
lilr I lord. 

"I'm talking to him a lot right 
now," Sharpley said. "It will be 

Former ND grad returns home 
By KATE GALES 
News Wricer 

It was a 27 -year journey from 
student seetion to sidelines for 
Charlie Weis. 

Starting in New Jersey, stop­
ping off in South Carolina and 
winding through New England, 
Weis has eome home to end his 
eareer as Notre Dame football's 
new head eoach. 

'This is obviously a high-pro­
lile, big-time job," Weis said. "But 
it's one that I, a long, long time 
ago thought - 'wouldn't that be 
something if you could nver be 
the head eoaeh at University of 
Notre Dame."' 

Weis picked up three Super 
Bowl rings on his way home to 
the Dome and is the first Notre 
Dame alumnus to coaeh the Irish 
sinee II ugh Devore served as 
interim eoach in 1963. 

Dr. Jim Benenati, Weis' room­
mate !'rom his days as a resident 
of Flanner 2B, rnealled Weis as a 
"warm and caring" person. 
Benenati recalled sitting and 
cheering at football games with 
Weis. However, at the time 
Benenati never imagined his 
roommate standing where Dan 
Devine then patrolled. 

"I never put it past him, !but] I 
would be lying if' I thought back 
when we were in school that he'd 
ever be the Notrn Dame lilotball 
eoach," Bennnati said. "I don't 
think that ever even crossed my 
mind, but I never put anything 
past him in terms of ending up 
back at the school in some mpac­
ity." 

I-'·" 

Charlie Weis 
Profile 

• College: Notre Dame 

• College Coaching Experience: 
South Carolina (1985-88) 

Assistant Coach 

• Pro Coaching Experience: 
New York Giants (1990-92) 

Assistant Coach 
New England Patriots (1993-96) 

TE/RB/WR Coach 
New York Jets (1997 -99) 

Offensive Coordinator I 
WRCoach 

New England Patriots (2000-04) 
Offensive Coordinator 

The New Jersey native was 
born in Trenton on March :~o. 
1956. lin graduated from 
Middlesex lligh School in 197 4 
and the University of Notre Dame 
in 1978 with a bachelor's dngree 
in speech and drama, with an 
emphasis in communications. 
While coaching at the University 
of South Carolina in 1989, Weis 
earned his mastnr's degrne in 
education. 

In 1979, Weis began his earner 
as a eoach at Boonton (N.J.) lligh 
School as an assistant coach. For 
the next live years. he was an 
assistant. eoaeh at Morristown 

(N.J.) High Sehool until moving to 
South Carolina to servn as a grad­
uate assistant, volunteer coad1 
and assistant rncruiting coordina­
tor lrom 1985-88. In 1989, Weis 
roturnnd to New Jorsey to spnnd 
one year as head coaeh at 
Franklin Township (N . .I.) lligh 
School. 

In 1990, Wois earrwd his first 
Super Bowl ring during his first 
smrson with the New York 1-,rianl'i 
as a dnfimsiV<l <L'isist.ant. Today. he 
credit<; Bill Pan~nlls as onn of the 
greatest inllwmcns on his carePr. 
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