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NCAA awards ND student-athletes

All 26 Irish sports teams surpass national
Academic Performance Ratings standards

MARY KATE MANNiX/The Observer

Kelly Gaudreau, a freshman on the Notre Dame women'’s lacrosse
team, studles at the Student-Athlete Study Center in September.

By KATIE PERRY

Assistant News Editor

-Boston College is no longer
just a rival on the football

field.
In a report released last

Thursday, the National
Collegiate Athletics

Association (NCAA) present-
ed the Irish and Lagles with
the most public recognition
awards as based on a iwo-
year aggregate of Academic
Performance Rate (APR)
scores.

The awards were given to
the top 10 percent of teams
by school as well as the top
10 perceni of teams by sport.
No other Division I-A institu-
tion had more programs hon-
ored in the by-institution cat-
egory than both Notre Dame
and Boston College, each
with 14.

All University programs
exceeded the NCAA's APR
standards, with 14 Irish
teams earning perfect scores
of 1,000 points. The average

sce APR/page 6

Rectors praise' job despite continued turnover

By JOE PIARULLI
News Writer

Despite the recent appoint-
meats of two rectors Lo high-
er University posts, Notre
Dame rectors insist that sit-
ting at the helm of a resi-
dence hall is not just a step-
ping stone to a higher posi-
tion.

This year, Father Peter
Jarret and Sister Susan Dunn
will leave their positions as
rectors of Keough Ilall and
Lyons llall, respectively, to
take administrative posts at
the University. In 2005, seven
rectors left their positions.

But neither Dunn nor Jarret
believes the noticeable
turnover rate indicates a lack
of job satisfaction.

“I fove being a rector and
would have stayed heing a
rector for as long as | could
have, so | never saw it as a

stepping stone to anything
else,” Jarret said.

Jarret and Dunn will take
up their new posts July 1.
Jarret will take over as the
superior of the Holy Cross
community at Notre Dame,
and Dunn will become
Assistant Vice President of
Student Alfairs,

“Although I'm very excited
about working in the Office of
Student Affairs, I'm very sad
to be leaving Lyons after five
years,” Dunn said.

Sister Carrine Etheridge,
who has been Farley Hall’s
rector since 1993, finds no
problem with rectors pursu-
ing other opportunities.

“liveryone becomes a rector
for a different reason, and
life moves on,” Etheridge
said. “It’s very normal nowa-
days for people to have sever-
al careers in their lifetime.”

see RECTORS/page 6

Lyons rector Sister Susan Dunn, above, will leave her post this
year to become Assistant Vice President of Student Affairs.

OSBNGI; File hlo

WNDU
officially .
acquired

Most profit will go
to ND’s endowment

By MADDIE HANNA

Associate News Editor

Gray Television, Inc. officially
acquired WNDU-TV from the
University Monday for $85 mil-
lion — a purchase that will help
inflate Notre Dame’s endowment,
a University official said.

Executive Vice President John
Affleck-Graves said in a state-
ment Monday the $85 million
from the sale of Michiana
Telecasting Corp. — the operator
of WNDU, an on-campus NBC-
affiliate station — will be invest-
ed primarily in the University’s
endowment and used for “stu-
dent and academic initiatives,”

Affleck-Graves also said stu-
dent internships would be unal-
fected by the ownership change.

The sale has been in the works
since April 2005, AL that time,
the University hired Kalil and
Co., a brokerage firm based in
Tucson, Ariz., to explore options
for selling Michiana Telecasting
Corp.

An outside brokerage firm was
necessary given the University's
“limited knowledge of the broad-
casting industry,” Affleck-Graves
told The Observer last April.

“In recent months we have
received a number of inquiries
from parties interested in acquir-
ing Michiana Telecasting
Corporation,” he said in April,
“The University feels it has a
responsibility to evaluate such
inquiries in a fiscally prudent
manner.”

In August 2005, University

see WNDU/page 4

Virus strikes students in dorms

Gastroenteritis has hospitalized 31 since start of spring semester

By RYAN SYDLIK
News Writer

An outhreak of a gastroen-
teritis spread through several
University residence halls last
week, bringing the total num-
ber of infected students to 100
since the start of the spring
somester, a Health Services
official said. Thirty-one of those
infected were hospitalized.

The virus — which affects the
gastrointestinal tract and can
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea,
low grade fever and dehydra-
tion — hit Alumni Hall particu-
larly hard, said Patricia

see SICK/page 4

HOELMER/The Observer
Two students sit In the waiting room Monday at the Health
Services Center, which Is dealing with many cases of illness.

CounciL OF REPRESENTATIVES
Group gives updates
on recent initiatives

By KAREN LANGLEY

Assistant News Editor

Amid nominations for various
Council of Representatives (COR)
positions, Monday’s COR meeting
provided briel updates of student
government’s Feb. 27 presenta-
tion 1o the South Bend Common
Council and of potential Grab-
and-Go selection increases.

Student body president Dave
Baron briefed COR members on
the Common Council members’
generally positive response to the
student spcakers’ presentations.

“It went as well as we could
have realistically hoped,” Baron

said. “They said we have put
together some good initiatives.”
The Community Relations
Committee, which will further
discuss the issue, has not sched-
uled its next meeting, Baron

said.

The student government dele-
gation accomplished a significant
goal at the Common Council
meeting, Baron said, by having
the Disorderly Housing ordi-
nance assigned 1o a committee
for discussions.

While Student Body Vice
President Lizzi Shappell agreed
the Common Council meeting

sec COR/page 3
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INSIDE COLUMN

OIldT.V.
favorites

I'll admit it: I am back on the TV
bandwagon. After several years of only
having random Simpsons and Seinfeld
reruns to turn to, I've now contracted
moderately bad addictions to both “24”
and “Lost.” These
iitherdramas have
you on the edge of
your seat every
week, and usually
teave the viewer
with more ques-
tions than answers.
I don’t need to explain what the premis-
es for those shows are; if you don’t know
yourself, chances are good that there is
someone within ten feet of you now who
does.

I would rather dedicate this bit of
newspaper to the last television pro-
gram that made me drop everything |
was doing, and watch it every week: a
little show called “Mystery Science
Theater 3000” [“MST3K”].

For you young’uns on campus here,
“MST3k” may have been a slightly
before your time. The show centered on
a normal guy [Joel, then later Mike] who
was shot into space by a couple of evil -
scientists. The experiment was to see if
a man who was forced to watch terrible
movies all the time would go insane.

Fortunately for us, Joel built a couple
of robot companions on board the
“Satellite of Love,” and hilarity ensued.
Tom Servo, made out of an old gumball
machine, has a tendency to sing. And
Crow T. Robot, his golden-beaked
cohort, is just “different.” We see these
three silhouetted against the movies and
are privy to their comments on the films
in progress.

The worst [or funniest] part of
“MST3k” was that all of the movies were
originally made to be profit-making
pieces of cinema. Somehow, somewhere,
writers and directors took time and
money o actually produce these horri-
ble movies. While many of these [licks
should never have seen the light of day,
“MST3k” was nice enough to abuse
them for the sake of humor.

Classics include: “The Pumaman,” the
story of an Incan superhero in 1960s

Geoff Matteson

Photographer

England, embodied with the “powers” of -

a puma. As Robot puts it: “Now I know
that if I ever come across a puma in the
jungle, I can just push it the heck over.”
Santa Claus Conquers the Martians,
when, yes, Santa is kidnapped and

taken to Mars in order to bring the joy of
Christmas to all the little Martians. It
also features Droppo, the laziest man on
Mars.

Perhaps the most infamous movie
shown on “MST3k” was entitled:
“Manos: The Hands of Fate.” The fact
that it was written, directed, and pro-
duced by a Texan manure farmer
should be warning enough. Although it
really didn’t have a plot, it generally fol-
lowed the experience of a family that
decides to lodge with a strange man in
the boondocks who has a servant named
“Torgo” and a harem of wives locked up
in his back yard. Even with the com-
mentary of Joel and the bots, Manos is
hard to watch.

“MST3k” also taught me how to sur-
vive modern films that are an affront to
the movie industry. I laughed all the way
through “Anaconda” when it came out.
And last summer, “The Island” was
creepily similar to a movie that had
aired on “MST3k” [“Parts: The Clonus
Horror”].

“MST3k” is no longer on the air
Saturday mornings. Thankfully, the
show is constantly being released onto
DVD these days. So while I look forward
1o this week’s Lost, | may just pop in my
copy of “The Pod People” and relive the
glory of Trumpy. Huzzah!

Contact  Geoff Matteson at
gmatteso@nd.edu

The views expressed in the Inside
Column are those of the authors and not
necessarily those of The Observer.

QuEsTION oF THE DAY: WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN DOING TO AVOID GETTING SICK THIS WINTER?

Erin McGinn

Joe Boland Chris Harrington Noel Carlson Shannon Reabe
" senior Jjunior sophomore Junior sophomore
Fisher Lyons Dillon Fisher McGlinn
“I don’t get “I take “I'm running “I'm staying “I'm taking
sick.” Airborne.” around in short away from the naps for

shorts with the dining hall.” extended
band rugby periods of
team.” time.”
IN BRIEF

KRISTEN HOELMER/The Observer

The weekend snowfall inspired students to build a snowman outside Lyons Hall
Monday, but warmer temperatures threaten to melt Frosty by the end of the week.

OFFBEAT

Prosthetic leg returned;
police stumped

LOS ANGELES — Two
prosthetic legs stolen
from a 16-year-old
California girl have mys-
teriously turned up in her
mother's van, the second
time in three months that
an artificial limb belong-
ing to the teen has been
taken and then returned,
police said on Friday.

Los Angeles County
Sheriff's Sgt. David
Austin said investigators
dusted the slightly dam-
aged limbs for finger-
prints and had inter-
viewed a “laundry list” of
people but were baffled
by the thefts.

“We're treating this as
a crime,” Austin said.
“We have a residential
burglary to deal with.
This is grand theft and
burglary and if we find
out who’s responsible
we’ll take appropriate
action.”

Hearse driver arrested
for biting police officer

BERLIN — A drunken
hearse driver has been
arrested in the western
German town of Krefeld
after biting a police offi-
cer taking him in for an
alcohol test, police said
on Monday.

Police had called for a
hearse at a funeral home

to transport a body to the
cemetery.

“The hearse driver
nearly fell over when he
got out of the car. Then
he had to hold onto
everything he could find
as he stumbled to the

house,” said police
spokesman Dietmar
Greger.

Police decided to take
the man to the station to
test his blood alcohol
level, but when they tried
to get him out of their car
he started a fight and bit
an officer several times
in the hand.

Information compiled
Jrom the Associated Press.

The Office of Multicultural
Affairs will host speaker
Margaret Montoya today
from 12 p.m. to 2 in the
Vander Vennet Theater in
the Student Center.

John Carr, director of the
Department of Social Develo-
pment & World Peace, will
speak on “Political
Responsibility and Religion:
Faithful Citizenship in the
2006 Elections” today at 7
p.m. in the Eck Visitors
Center Auditorium.

Baritone Ryan de Ryke
and Pianist Daniel
Schlosberg will perform the
works of Schuman, Liszt
and Vaughan Williams at
7:30 p.m. today in the
Annenburg Auditorium in
the Snite Museum. Tickets
are $8, $6, $5, and $3.

Notre Dame RecSports will
hold a body fat percentage
screening from noon to 2
p.m. today at Rolfs Sports
Recreation Center: No regis-
tration is required.

The Notre Dame women's
lacrosse team will face
Lehigh University at 4 p.m.

Wednesday at Moose
Krause Field.
The film “Pride and

Prejudice” will be shown at
7:00 p.m. Thursday in the
Browning Cinema of the
Debartolo Performing Arts
Center. Call 1-2800 for tick-
ets.

To submit information to be
included in this section of The
Observer, e-mail detailed infor-
mation about an event to
obsnews@nd.edu
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BoARD OF GOVERNANCE

Division for Mission seeks student input

By LIZ HARTER

News Writer

A representative from the
Saint Mary's Division flor
Mission  told
Governance |BOG] members
Monday that the Division is
secking student input on the
importance of having Catholic
faculty at the College.

Mission commissioner and
Saint Mary’s senior Jenny
Robbins said the Division — an
administrative body of the
College — is examining College
hiring practices, and she asked
BOG  members  whether
Catholic professors are vital 1o
Saint Mary's Catholic identity.

Robbins said the Division is
evaluating how the religious
alliliation of professors affects
the mission of the College but
has no immediate plans to
institute a quota for Catholic
professors.

“I'The Division lfor Mission]|
wants me to he able to report
on what the student body
thinks about this,” Robbins
said Monday.

Many Catholic institutions

require a certain percentage of

their lfaculty to be Catholic.
While Saint Mary’s does not
have such a policy, Notre Dame
requires that 50 percent of its
faculty be Catholic, Robbins
said.

“I think if you make a
requirement like that, ... it gels

Board of

sticky,” student body president
Kellye Mitros said.

Some people are baptized
Catholic but never attend
mass, Mitros said. Others,

while not official members of

the Church, are knowledgeable
about Catholic principles.

Student body vice president
Susan Mcllduff said a quota
system could disqualify other-
wise excellent candidates.

“If you are doing it just to
Imaintain] the status quo, you
might not be benefiting the
College,” MelldulT said.

Treasurer Jillian Waters
reminded members that Saint
Mary’s students do not have to
be Catholic and that non-
Catholic applicants might be
turned off by an overwhelm-
ingly Catholic faculty.

The Catholic identity of the
College is not at risk, Student
Diversily Board president
Amanda Shropshire said. She
said having only a Catholic
perspective in the classroom
limits intellectual growth.

“It is a fact you learn very
different things in different
ways when you have different
people [in the classroom],”
Shropshire said.

Senior class president
Lauren Condon said any varia-
tion in perspective, even in the
religious affiliation of profes-
sors, is a posilive addition to
the College.

“l think il we are going to
look at hiring issues, we need

CHELSEA GULLING/The bservar
Members of the Board of Governance discuss Saint Mary’s

hiring of faculty in light of the College’s Catholic identity.

1o look at diversifying,” Condon
said.

A prolessor’s religious beliels
are less significant in certain
subject maltters, junior class
president lleidi Goeppinger
said in clarification. She said
religion rarely becomes a point
of discussion, for example, in
her science classes.

Condon requested the discus-
sion be tabled until Robbins
could provide the Board with
more concrete information.

In other BOG news:

€ EMX sweatshirts and
swealpants are being sold in
the Student Center this week

and the week after Spring
Break. Sold together, the items
are $50 this week and $55 the
week following the break.
Freshman class president
Francesca Johnson said all
proceeds will go to Riley
Hospital for Children.

€ Student Diversity Board
president Amanda Shropshire
said the Student Diversitly
Board will sell daffodils in the
Student Center from March 20
Lo March 24. All proceeds will
go towards a new Diversitly
Scholarship Fund.

Contact Liz Harter at
eharte01@saintmarys.edu

Hesburgh
to receive
Sachem

Special to The Observer

University President Emerilus
lFather Theodore Hesburgh will
receive the Sachem, which rec-
ognizes a lifetime of excellence
and virtue, at 11:30 a.m. today
at the Indiana Statehouse.

Created more than three
decades ago by former Indiana
Gov. Ldgar JI. Whitcomb, then
discontinued following his term,
the Sachem was considered a
higher honor than the Sagamore
of the Wabash. Gov. Mitch
Daniels brought back the
Sachem last year and returned it
1o its status as the state’s highest
honor. The award’s name comes
from the Algonquin term applied
to village leaders, implying wis-
dom, judgment and grace.

Hesburgh, 88, and college bas-
ketball coaching legend John
Wooden (the 2005 honoree) are
the inaugural recipients of the
new Sachem.

Notre Dame’s president from
1952 to 1987, Hesburgh has
played an active and influential
role in national and internation-
al affairs over the past hall cen-
tury. He has held 16 presidential
appointments that involved him
in virtually all major social
issues — including civil rights,
peaceful uses of atomic energy,

campus unrest, treatment of

Vietnam offenders, and Third
World development and immi-
gration reform.

Don’t empty your
wallet to pack your
suitcase this year!

We made special purchases to offer
you big breaks on top quality stuff
you want in bright spring colors!

Hoodie or Blanket $19.95 each.
Flip Flops, Sport Bag or Sport
Bottle $7.95 each.

Celebrvate
Years With- Uy

HAMMES ﬂu‘@l@i@
o

NOTRE DAME
BOOKSTORE

IN THE ECK CENTER
www.ndecatalog.co

(oyfollettion

*Merchandise may vary.
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APR

continued from page 1

APR score for all Notre Dame
teams was approximately
992,

Notre Dame was also
included in a select list of
schools that consistently
exceed APR standards. Other
institutions recognized by the
NCAA included Brown,
Harvard, Yale, the three U.S.
military academies and The
College of William and Mary.

The NCAA introduced the
new set of guidelines last
March for major Division I
sports programs io keep stu-
dent-athletes scholastically
on track for a degree. The
APR point system requires a
school to score 925 or higher
out of a possible 1,000 to
avoid penalty from the NCAA.

Each player begins with two
points. If the student-athlete
stays in school and maintains
an adequate GPA, he or she
will lose no points. If a play-
er’'s GPA drops below a cer-
tain level or if he or she
departs school early, one
point is lost. Two points are
deducted if both scenarios
occur. Points for each athlete
are tallied and added for a
team total, which is then
divided by the total number
of points possible and multi-
plied by 1,000.

Last March, Noire Dame’s
overall APR score was 979 —
35 points
higher than
the nation-
al average
for Division

“The APR will go a long
way toward improving the
academic environment of

Athletics representative, said
he was “delighted — though
not surprised — by Notre
Dame’s superb APR results.”
“Our results are especially
noteworthy
when one con-
siders  that
many other
institutions
deploy lower

Dame’s in cal-
culating their
APRs,” he
said. “NCAA
rules require
that the insti-
tution’s own
eligibility
thresholds be
used, and these vary from
institution to institution.”

Notre Dame football scored
lowest within men’s teams as
well as all teams at the
University. But with an APR
of 946, the team is in the 60-
70th percentile by sport,
according to the NCAA. The
average APR for all Division I
football programs is 929.

Women’s basketball ranked
lowest among women’s teams
at the University — with an
APR of 977 — yet still lies in
the 60-70th perceniile by
sport and surpasses the 958
point average among all
Division I women’s basketball
teams.

Programs that failed to
score 925 or higher will be
unable to
replace a
scholarship
athlete who
leaves the

[ sports h institution
programs intercollegiate athletics.” while aca-
— and 13 demically
Irish teams Fernand Dutile ineligible.
earned Universities
perfect Notre Dame Faculty with teams

scores.

The first
rankings
served as a dry run for insti-
tutions to learn how the APR
works and find out which
penalties would have been
necessary had the program
been in full effect. The most
recent scores are a compila-
tion of the rankings from the
2003-2004 and 2004-2005
academic years.

Fernand Dutile, Notre Dame
Faculty Board of Athletics
chair and NCAA Faculty

Board of Athletics chair

that continu-
ally demon-
strate poor
academic showing will ulti-
mately be prevented from
participating in postseason
contests and will also lose
scholarships.

With the release of the lat-
est APR rankings last week,
99 teams from 65 institutions
incurred scholarship penal-
ties — amounting to less than
2 percent of all collegiate ath-
letic teams. The NCAA said
such programs could begin

“NCAA rules require
that the institution’s
own eligibility

institution to
institution.”

Fernand Dutile
Notre Dame Faculty
Board of Athletics chair

losing scholarships in the fall,
however it has limited penal-
ties to a maximum of 10 per-
cent of the scholarships.
Football programs were
generally hit the
hardest — since
that sport had
the lowest over-
all APR average
out of all pro-

eligibility thresholds be used, griﬁlmsl~ Teir&
requirements schools cou
than Notre and these varyfrom each lose more

than 17 athletes
in football alone.

The NCAA
sanctions will
likely have little
effect on Notre

Dame’s oppo-
nents in all
sports. Just

seven teams in the six main
conferences — Atlantic Coast,
Big East, Big Ten, Big 12,
Southeastern and Pac-10 —
were penalized for sub-par
APR scores. The West
Virginia men’s wrestling team
and the DePaul football and
men’s basketball teams were
the only Big East programs to
incur punishment.

Dutile said the APR pro-
gram is a crucial part of aca-
demic reform in the NCAA.

“The APR will go a long way
toward improving the aca-
demic environment of inter-
collegiate athletics, especially
in high-profile sports,” Dutile
said. “Problems will remain,
of course, but these develop-
ments, driven by committed
institutional CEOs, constitute
a tremendous step in the
right direction.”

Notre Dame men’s teams
that received perfect scores
in APR rankings include:
cross country, fencing, golf,
hockey, swimming, indoor
track and outdoor track. Irish
women’s teams were also
flawless in cross country,
fencing, golf, lacrosse, soccer,
softball and tennis.
Nationwide, as well as at the
University, women’s teams
had higher APR scores than
men’'s teams. The national
average for women’s teams
was 969, compared to 943 for
men’s teams. At Notre Dame,
women’s teams averaged
approximately 995, and
men’s teams averaged
approximately 989.

Contact Katie Perry at
kperry5@nd.edu

Sick

continued from page 1

Brubaker, assistant direc-
tor of the Student Health
Center.

“It seems to always get
worse during periods with
students being more stressed
with exams or being in more
group contact,” Brubaker
said. “Even when students
are ill, they continue to go to
class and try to make it.”

Dillon Hall rector Father
Paul Doyle said several dorm
residents experienced
episodes of the illness early
last week, including two res-
ident assistants. But
Brubaker said Dillon had
fewer reported cases com-
pared to other dorms like
Alumni.

Brubaker could not provide
specific information regard-
ing the number of students
infected in each respective
residence hall.

In addition to gastroenteri-
tis, Brubaker said there have
been an equal numher of

reported cases of upper res-
piratory influenza. She said
all students who were infect-
ed did not receive a flu shot.
Gastroenteritis hit campus
last fall, as well, and was far
more severe than the most
recent outbreak. The illness
usually hits once each year,
Brubaker said, and is often
misunderstood as a case of

the virus is to practice good
hygiene,” Brubaker said.
“You can be contagious up to
two weeks after symptoms
stop, so those infected
should practice good hygiene
to avoid infecting others.

Wash your hands, don’t
share drinking glasses, don’t
share spit or space.”

She also recommended

influenza. avoiding proximi-
“Stomach . . ty within three to
flu is a Stomach flu is a four feet of an
misnomer,” ; infected person.
: g misnomer. Influenza p
she said. . ﬂ Brubaker said
“Influenza l.S an upper . those experienc-
is an upper  respiratory illness. ing symptoms of
respiratory nausea and vom-
illness. i iting should “give
This was Pat.rlcla Brt-lbaker [their] stomach
not the assistant director rest.”
flu.” Student Health Center Two hours after
As a the onset of symp-
result, stu- toms, patients can

dents who received flu shots
earlier this year were not
immune to contracting the
illness. Those infected need
to take proper precautions
even after they start feeling
hetter, she said.

“The best way to [keep]
from getting and spreading

start drinking either water
or Gatorade and should
avoid eating food for at least
12 hours, according to a
Health Services guide
regarding the virus.

Contact Ryan Sydlik at
rsydlik@nd.edu

WNDU

continued from page 1

President Father John Jenkins
said multiple firms had bid for
WNDU.

He expressed confidence in the
future of the station and said
both WNDU and the University
would benefit from the sale of the
station.

“I think we’d be better served if
we do our best at running the
University, and 1 think a company
is going to buy WNDU that knows
this business and it’s going to
flourish,” Jenkins told The
Observer in August.

And like Affleck-Graves,
Jenkins said Notre Dame stu-
dents working and interning for
WNDU would not be adversely
affected by a sale.

“Any educational benefit we
got from it we can still get from
it, even if we don’t own it ... so it’s
not an impediment to the educa-
tion of our students,” Jenkins
said in August.

The University announced in
November that Atlanta-based
Gray Television, Inc. would be
purchasing WNDU for $85 mil-
lion,

“We are absolutely delighted to
have found that match and are
confident that Gray Television
will carry on the tradition of
excellence found at WNDU for
the past half-century,” Affleck-
Graves said in a statement after
the deal was made Nov. 23.

Gray owns 35 stations — now
including WNDU — serving 30
markets. Of those 25 stations, 24
are ranked No. 1 in local news
audience, and 24 are ranked No.
1 in overall audience within their
respective markets.

Gray’s stations reach approxi-
mately six percent of U.S. house-
holds with television.

WNDU serves the South Bend-
Elkhart Designated Market Area,
ranked 87th largest in the nation.
Until Monday, the University
owned the station since 1955.

Contact Maddie Hanna at
mhannal@nd.edu

COR

continued from page 1

went well, she emphasized work
on community relations would
continue into her term as
Student Body President, which
will begin April 1.

“It’s a very small step in what
we have to do,” she said.
“[Student government and the
Common Council] have 1o have a
continued relation[ship], and
that’s only just begun.”

In other news, student body
vice president-elect Bill
Andrichik and student body pres-
ident-elect Shappell reported
they have met with Food Services
Director Dave Prentkowski and
South Dining Hall General
Manager Marc Poklinkowski
about examining the Grab-and-
Go system.

“They didn’'t comment on
[changing the allotment of]
points, but they were very sup-
portive of [examining] the selec-
tion,” Andrichik said. “The best
way to approach this is to give
students choices in the items
involved.”

Shappell’s and Andrichik’s
ideas for Grab-and-Go additions
include take-home items such as
popcorn and ramen noodles, hot

items like soup and snacks like
nuts and candy, Andrichik said.
He asked representatives for fur-
ther input.

“Ramen was the impetus for
this whole thing,” he said.

The meeling was closed to the
public for a COR Collaboration
Fund Appeal. The COR
Collaboration Fund is designed
for co-sponsorship of an event
between a club or residence hall
and a student organization.

In other COR news:

¢ Elizabeth Brown was
approved without opposition as
Chief Executive Assistant for
2006-07.

& Stephen  Friend was
approved without opposition as
Student Union Treasurer for
2006-07.

€®Anna Sierra was approved
without opposition as Student
Business Board Manager for
2006-07.

@ Joyce Randall was approved
without opposition as a non-vot-
ing member of COR as a repre-
sentative of the Diversity Council.

®Kerry Kilbourn, the newly
elected Club Coordination
Council President for 2006-07,
was introduced to COR.

Contact Karen Langley at
klangle1@nd.edu

Gala 2006

Media sponsors:

The Guoshen News

88 1 wvee

Your NPR Station

Greencroft Senior Center Benefit

Sat., April 29, 2006
.}v}GOShen College Music Center
"On sale at Goshen College
1700 S. Main, Goshen,

&GREENCROFT.

A 4 www.greencroft.org

- Boling Vision Center
Corson Family Foundation
Elkhart General Hospital

7:00 p.m.
Tickets - $35
Welcome Center,

- (574) 535-7566.

Major sponsors:
Blue Gate Restaurant

First State Bank
HomeCrest Cabinetry
KeyBank
Liberty Homes
Rollpak Corp.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

War criminal commits suicide
AMSTERDAM — A Croalian Serb convicted
of ethnic cleansing after leading a brutal
revolt during the Balkan wars committed
suicide in prison, the U.N. tribunal said
Monday, a setback for prosecutors counting
on his testimony in other war crimes cases.

Milan Babic showed no sign of despair
before he killed himself Sunday evening, a
tribunal spokeswoman said. But his suicide
came just three weeks after he reaffirmed
his remorse for his crimes, telling a tribunal
that his guilt was a “pain that [ have to live
with for the rest of my life.”

Once a close associate of former Yugoslav
President Slobodan Milosevic, Babic was
considered an “insider” with special knowl-
edge of the workings of Milosevic's regime,
and prosecutors pul him on the siand for
three weeks of dramatic lestimony against
his former mentor in 2002.

Avalanches smother resort skiers

GENEVA — Alpine ski resorts were on
high alert Monday aflter heavy weekend
snowfalls caused avalanches that killed at
least five people in the last three days —
mostly skiers who had ventured ofl marked
runs. )

In the Swiss resort of Lauterbrunnen, an
American resident of Germany skiing well
olf the run was sweptl away by a snowslide
and killed, police said. Police did not identily
the victim bul said a second American
caught up in the avalanche escaped
unharmed.

Another U.S. citizen died across the border
in the French resort of Tignes after appar-
ently falling into a lake while snowb(mrding
on unmarked territory, rescue services said.
The vietim's identity was not revealed.

NATIONAL NEWS

Moussaoui death penalty trial begins

ALEXANDRIA, Va. — After more than four
years of wrangling and delay, the death penalty
trial of the only man charged in the United States
in connection with the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks is
ready to begin.

Final jury selection was scheduled for Monday
in the sentencing trial of Zacarias Moussaoui, a
37-year-old French citizen who has admitted his
loyalty to the al-Qaida terror network and its
leader, Osama bin Laden, but denies he has any-
thing to do with Sept. 11.

A jury pool of 83 was called to the federal
courthouse in Alexandria. Prosecutors and
defense lawyers will whittle that group to a jury
of 18 — 12 plus six alternates — using perempto-
ry strikes, which allow cach side to dismiss jurors
for any reason they choose except race or gender.

Governor signs abortion ban law

PIERRE, S.D. — Gov. Mike Rounds signed
legislation Monday that would ban most abor-
tions in South Dakota, a law he acknowledged
would be tied up in court for years while the
state challenges the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court
decision that legalized abortion,

The bill would make it a crime for doctors to
perform an abortion unless the procedure was
necessary to save the woman’s life. It would
make no exception for cases of rape or incest.

Planned Parenthood, which operates the
state’s only abortion clinic, in Sioux Falls,
immediately pledged to challenge the meas-
ure.

LocAL NEws

Purdue fraternity faces suspension
WEST LAFAYETTE — Purdue University on
Monday suspended the school’s Sigma Phi
ipsilon fraternity chapter for more than a year
for violating hazing rules after a pledge was hos-
pitalized for drinking too much at a party.

A university investigation showed that fraterni-
ty members during a Nov. 15 party at their
chapter house provided alcohol to minors who
were encouraged to play drinking games and
consume dangerous amounts of alcohol.

Bush pushes for line-item veto

Clinton the most recent president with selective vetoing power a decade earlier

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Seeking
new power to weed home-
town projects from legisla-
tion passed by Congress,
President Bush on Monday
asked lawmakers to give
him a modified version of
the line-item veto struck
down by the Supreme Court
eight years ago.

Like presidents dating
back to Ulysses S. Grant,
Bush wants the power to
strike individual items from
a bill without having to veto
the entire measure.

President Clinton got that
wish in 1996, when the new
Republican majority in the
Hiouse pushed through a
line-item veto law that
allowed him to kill individ-
ual spending projects and
special-interest tax breaks.

Two years later, the
Supreme Courl declared the
law — one of the key planks
of  the llouse GOP’s
“Contract With America” —
unconstitutional because it
allowed the president to
amend laws passed by
Congress.

Bush is now pressing for a
modiflied, weaker version.
Instead of being able to
strike items from bills, he
would send one or more
items back to Congress for
an up-or-down vote. Present
law permits Congress to
ignore these proposed
rescissions, but under the
Bush proposal lawmakers
would have to vote on them.
If majorities in both the
House and the Senate
agreed with the president,
the cuts would take effect.

“Forty-ithree governors
have this line-item veto in
their states,” Bush said.
“Now it’s time to bring this
important tool of fiscal disci-
pline to Washington, D.C.”

Bush has not vetoed any
legislation during five years
in office, but he said the
modified line-item proposal
would help “reduce wasteful
spending, reduce the budget
deficit and ensure that tax-
payer dollars are spent
wisely.”

House Speaker Dennis
Hastert, R-1ll., and Senate
Majority Leader Bill Frist, R-

Tenn., issued statements
supporting Bush, as did sev-
eral conservative lawmak-
ers.

And Sen. John Kerry, D-
Mass., who promoted a sim-
ilar approach in his presi-
dential campaign against
Bush in 2004, immediately
jumped on board.

“It’s no secret that
President Bush and I don’t
agree on much, but I fully
support giving him the line-
item veto,” Kerry said. “I'm
going to introduce this legis-
lation, Congress should
immediately pass it, and I
want to see President Bush
use this veto pen to get
tough on wasteful spend-
ing.”

“Giving the president line-
item veto authority is essen-
tial to enforcing the budget

and restoring fiscal sanity in
Washington,” said Rep. Jeb
Hensarling, R-Texas.

The proposal may be
helped along by the drive on
Capitol Hill for so-called
“earmark reform.”

Senate Democratic leader
Harry Reid of Nevada said
he was opposed to the idea
even though he supported a
similar plan in 1995 when
offered as a weaker alterna-
tive to the GOP version.

The earlier version of the
line-item veto was used by
Clinton in 1997 against
about 80 parochial projects
and a handful of special-
interest tax breaks.
Lawmakers’ enthusiasm for
the earlier veto power
waned sharply, leading law-
makers like Sen. Robert
Bennett, R-Utah, to change

AP
President George W. Bush speaks at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building Monday
in Washington. Bush hopes a selective vetoing power could help him curb spending bills.

their minds and oppose the
idea. .

Congress, by a huge mar-
gin, overturned Clinton’s
vetoes of 38 military con-
struction projects.

Bush'’s version was actual-
ly pushed by Democrats in
the 1990s — including Sen.
Robert C. Byrd of West
Virginia, who filed suit
against the 1996 law.

Still, a proposal similar to
Bush's veto plan was actual-
ly voted down by the flouse
two years ago on a 237-174
vote, with three out of four
Democrais voting “nay.”
Some 89 Republicans,
including then-Majority
Leader Tom DeLay of Texas
and Rules Committee
Chairman David Dreier, R-
Calif., also opposed the
measure.

AUSTRIA

Iran deal could be close, U.N. says

Associated Press

VIENNA — The head of the U.N.
atomic watchdog agency said Monday
a deal on Iran’s suspect nuclear pro-
gram could be only a few days away,
making U.N. Security Council action
unneeded.

International Atomic Energy Agency
head Mohamed ElBaradei did not elab-
orate. But his optimism was believed o
be linked to a conflidential Russian pro-
posal to allow Iran Lo enrich some ura-
nium domestically, diplomats said.
They spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized to

divulge details of the plan.

“I am still very much hopeful that in
the next week, an agreement could be
reached,” ElBaradei told reporters,
without elaborating.

However, the plan — which Russian
Foreign Minister. Sergey Lavrov
planned to discuss with officials in
Washington — was expected to meet
strong U.S. resistance over fears it
could be misused Lo make nuclear
weapons.

The Russia proposal would allow
Tehran to conduct small-scale enrich-
ment and ask the IAEA (o set the
parameters of such activity to minimize

the chances of abuse.

In return, the diplomats said Iran
would be asked to recommit to in-
depth IAEA probes of its program on
short notice — something Tehran can-
celed last month after the agency’s 35-
nation board voted Feb. 4 to alert the
Security Council by passing on Iran’s
nuclear dossier resulting from almost
three years of agency investigations.

Russia and China, which boih have
economic and strategic ties with Iran,
voled with the majority of IAEA board
members but insisted the council do
nothing until after this week's IAEA
meeling in Vienna.
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Rectors

continued from page 1

But Etheridge said Vice
President for Student
Affairs Father Mark
Poorman was once a rector
and said that backgrourrd in
the residence hall commu-
nity was important to bring
to the Main Building.

“Frankly, I'm delighted to
see rectors being appointed
to administration [posts]
here at the University,”
Etheridge said. “I think
that’s a real positive thing
because they bring an inti-
mate knowledge of the
place.”

The position of rector at
Notire Dame is distinctive
both in what it offers and
how it s
structured,
and thus
invites a
unique per-
spective,
Jarret said.

“The way
that the rec-
tor position is
set up at
Notre Dame,
it’s much
more than
just watching
over people to
make sure
people follow
rules,” Jarret
said. “It’s a
privilege of
entering into people’s lives
in every kind of manner.
Our ability to walk with the
people we live with academ-
ically, spiritually, socially ...
that’s what makes it spe-
cial.”

Those privileges,
Etheridge said, are the rea-
sons she has stayed a rector
for more than 12 years.

“Working with the stu-
dents is the best part of the
whole deal,” she said.
“Paperwork is the worst
part for me. 1 just feel like
it’s an avalanche all the
time.”

The burnout rate for rec-
tors is high, she said,
because the job can be very
demanding.

“It’s 24-7, and there’s
some people who thrive on
that, but there are other
people who {let the] lack of
privacy get to them,”
Etheridge said. “It fits well
for some folks, but other
folks 1 think find a couple
years of it to be all they can
manage.”

And the job isn’t getting

“The way that the at
rector position is set
up at Notre Dame, it’'s  ihat it’s
much more than just
watching over

people to make sure
people follow rules. It’'s that is, in
a privilege of entering
into people’s lives in said.
every kind of manner.”

Father Peter Jarret
Keough Hall rector

any easier, Etheridge said.

“1 think through the years
rectoring has become more
challenging, because the
students we get now have
more problems that are
kind of serious in nature,
because I think the society
we’re living in is so much
more complex,” she said.

Despite the challenges of
being a rector, Etheridge
has no plans to leave.

“Rectoring has been very
compatible with what I've
elected to do here at the
University,” she said.
“Currently I'm just happy
being a rector.”

Though -this spring will be
the last semester for Dunn
and Jarret’s responsibilities
as rectors, they both said
they found the religious
aspect of the position to be
one of a kind.
) “The rec-
tor position
Notre
Dame is
unigque in

advertised
as a pastoral
ministry
position and

fact, what it
is,” Dunn

Jarret said
the religious
structure of
t h e
University
led him to
his new
position.

“In a religious community,
you do what your religious
superiors tell you to,” he
said.

Overall, he said, rectors
just want what’s best for
their dorms and for Notre
Dame. :

“I think sometimes it can
be good for the hall if, in
some circumstances, there’s
turnover every five, ten
years,” Jarret said.

Contact Joe Piarulli at
jpiarull@nd.edu

Congolese eat endangered primates

Associated Press

MBIHE-MOKELE, Congo —
Scientists are struggling to save
the fast-disappearing bonobo,
the gentle “hippie chimp” known
for resolving squabbles through
sex rather than violence.

Unfortunately, bonobos are
prized by Congolese for their
tasty meat, and many villagers
who are illegally hunting the
wiry, wizen-faced apes don’t
realize how close their prey is to
extinction.

“Bonobos are an icon for peace
and love, the world’s ‘hippie
chimps,” said Sally Coxe of the
Washington-based Bonobo
Conservation Initiative. “To let
them die off would be a catastro-
phe.”

The animals are known for
greeting rival groups with genital
handshakes and sensual body
rubs. Bonobo spats are swiftly
settled — often with a French
kiss and a quick round of sex.

Despite all the sex, however,
female bonobos give birth to a
single infant only once every five
years, making the species espe-
cially vulnerable.

The bonobo, or pan paniscus,
is native only to the vast rain for-
est in this huge central African
nation, living high off the ground
in treetop nests. :

As few as 5,000 may now
remain in Congo, down from an
estimated 100,000 in 1984, said
Ino Guabini, a primatologist with
the World Wildlife Fund.

“There is no question that
bonobos are seriously threat-
ened,” Guabini said, speaking
over a shrill forest symphony of
birds, animals and insects. “We
need urgent measures or there is
no way we can protect the
species.”

But for poor villagers, bonobos
can be lucrative business, with
much of the meat heading for

expensive, clandestine meals at
restaurants in the cities.

One bonobo can earn $200 for
Richard Ipaka, a 50-year-old
part-time poacher who lives in
the provincial capital,
Mbandaka.

“That’s enough money for two
months,” he said.

Like many Congolese, he said
he did not know bonobos are
found in the wild only in his

country. And like many others, .

he was skeptical that the ape is
endangered. ]

“Our ancestors have been eat-
ing bonobos for centuries. How
could they disap-.
pear?”  Ipaka
said. .

But the peace-
loving bonobos

the high branches

of trees or swiftly

traversing the lattice of thick,
muddy roots strewn over the for-
est floor.

The best place to glimpse them
these days may be the Bonobo
Paradise sanctuary in Congo’s
capital, Kinshasa, which is home
to a few dozen rescued from
poachers by police.

Poachers have devised an
array of methods to bag bono-
bos.

Hunters in Congo’s Equator
provinc¢e say the apes are most
easily captured when asleep
drunk, so poachers intoxicate
them with beer and palm wine.
The dazed bonobos are stuffed in
bags and carted off to local mar-
kets. _

Other poachers use guns, and
some leave poisoned meat in the
forest, silently killing packs of up
to 20 bonobos at a time.

“Bonobos are an
icon for peace and

Ipaka, who uses a battle-worn
Kalashnikov assault rifle to shoot
bonobos sleeping in their nests,
said he hunts most often with
bands of unemployed militiamen
left over from a string of rebel-
lions, coups and conflict that rav-
aged Congo beginning in the
mid-1990s.

The bonobo is the subject of
age-old songs and legends, and
conservationists hope to turn
some of those traditions to their
advantage.

In the village of Botwalu, for
instance, locals believe the
bonobo was once a man who

lived with their

tribe but now hides
in the forest
. because an angry
tree stripped him of

- are increasingly love.” its clothes.
difficult to sight, “The bonobo is a
because they're sally Coxe 135 2AW e
good at hiding, Bonobo Conservation  paked. It is wrong
suspended from Initiative to hunt: or eat bono-

bos,” said Mokelo

Moibula, chief of a
village commitiee that works to
protect bonobos.

The Bonobo Conservation
Initiative has begun working
with villages that hold such hunt-
ing taboos to create a series of
reserves for the graceful ani-
mals.

“So far we're working on an
area larger than the size of
Wales, and it’s getting bigger,”
Coxe said.

That may not be enough. Even
provincial police who are sup-
posed to protect the bonobo are
mostly ignorant about dangers to
its survival, and they are often
sympathetic to those who eat it.

Some officers consume
bonoobo meat, too, said Clerivent
Kanyamba, deputy chief of the
Equator province police.

“What can we do if bonobo
meat is tasty?” Kanyamba said.
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21 South Beud Ave.
(514) 298-1842

Come in or call for

Hours:

Saturday: 10 am -{ pm
Sunday: 12 noon-5 pm

South Bend, indiana 44417

T-shirts for your team

Spring Break Specials

15 % off al

Sandals and Slides
includes

Adidas Adilettes, Nike

10% off
All Shorts

Sale ends March 1, 2000
while supplies last

Monday- Friday: 10 am to 7 pm

visit our website:
www soccerelc.net

NCIL
FOR GAY & LESBIAN

The former “Standing Committee on Gay and Lesbian Student Needs” is expanding and seeking new
undergraduate student members, regardless of sexual orientation. The newly structured council, the

Core Council for Gay and Leshian Students

is now accepting applications.

Applications are available in the Office of Student Affairs (316 Main Building)

or an the Core Council web site

http://corecouncil.nd.edu/

Applications are due by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 28, 2006, and can be submitted to the

Office of Student Affairs.

Please visit our web site for more information.
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GM workers oppose health care hike

DETROIT — General Motors Corp. retirees
asked a federal judge Monday to reject a set-
tlement that would require them to pay more
for their health care, saying it violates their
contracts. But GM and the United Auto
Workers said the agreement is critical to the
struggling automaker’s future.

“T'his is the only hope that there is that GM
will be able to continue to survive,” said Julia
Penny Clark, an altorney for the UAW. “GM is
al risk of not being able to provide these ben-
ofits.”

But Leroy McKnight, 56, of Hasleit, called
the settlement “an unprecedented attack on
retirees.” McKnight retired in 2001 after 30
years at GM.

“I have a deal with General Motors that is a
contract 1 signed and they signed on the day
of my retirement,” McKnight said. McKnight's
comments brought cheers from some of the
100 GM retirees who filled overflow space in
another courtroom and a hallway.

GM and the UAW, who reached Lthe agree-
ment last fall, said the automaker is in dire
financial trouble and must get some relief
from its growing health care costs. The com-
pany lost $8.6 billion in 2005 and spent more
than $5 billion on health care.

Stocks waver amid economy worries

NEW YORK — Stocks fluctuated Friday as Intel
Corp.'s reduced first-quarter revenue forecast
added to worries about a slowing economy and
shrinking corporate profits.

The economic outlook was brightened somewhat
by news that the nation’s service sector grew
faster than expected last month, but downbeat
consumer confidence data and Intel’s warning
helped drive the market’s decline amid a week of
erratic trading.

still, Wall Street appeared to be fighting to keep
stocks from lalling too far, although investors have
heen stifled by concerns about more interest rate
hikes and rising energy prices, said Steven
Goldman, chief market strategist for Weeden & Co.

“In general, there's still a decent amount of
momentum coming off the start of the year, which
typically tends to support the market,” Goldman
said.
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Deal may cause massive job cuts

AT&T's acquisition of BellSouth Corp. could eliminate as many as 10,000 jobs

Associated Press

NEW YORK — AT&T Inc.
plans to cut up to 10,000
jobs, mostly through nor-
mal turnover, if its $67 bil-
lion purchase of BellSouth
Corp. is approved by
shareholders and regula-
tors, AT&T’s chief financial
officer said Monday.

The work force reduction
would take place over
three years, AT&T’s Rick
Lindner said. Before the
cuts, the combined compa-
ny would have around
317,000 employees, includ-
ing Cingular Wireless LLC,
which is now an AT&T-
BellSouth joint venture.

The new company would
be the country’s largest
phone company — with
nearly hall of all lines. Il
also would be the largest
cell-phone carrier and the
largest provider of broad-
band Internetl service.

Still, investors and ana-
lysts expect it to pass regu-
latory muster due to the
fact that phone companies
are facing increasing com-
petition, especially from
cable operators.

The acquisition, which
was announced Sunday, is
expected to close next
year.

The 10,000 planned job
cuis are in addition to the
26,000 cuts AT&T has
already announced —
13,000 due to SBC’s acqui-
sition of AT&T Corp.,
which closed in November,
and 13,000 due to shifting
priorities in the business.
The combined SBC-AT&T
took the name AT&T Inc.

At the Communications
Workers of America, which
would have about 200,000
workers al the combined
company, spokeswoman
Candice Johnson said the
merger would be a “good
opportunity for job
growth” as the company
expands into new tech-
nologies.

“We’'re not looking for
job losses at all,” Johnson
said. The union has not yet
endorsed the merger.

San Antonio-based AT&T
expects the acquisition to
save it $2 billion annually

(3
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The exterior of AT&T’s headquarters is shown in San Antonio, Texas. If its acquisi-
tion of BellSouth Corp. is approved, AT&T may move its headquarters to Atlanta, Ga.

at first, increasing to $3
billion a year by 2010.
Slightly more than one
third of the savings would
come from reduced labor
costs and consolidation of
support functions and cor-
porate staff, Lindner said.
The combined company
would be based in San
Antonio, depriving Atlanta
of one of its largest corpo-
rate headquarters.
Georgia Gov. Sonny
Perdue and Atlanta Mayor
Shirley Franklin said
Monday they both will fly
to Texas soon to try to per-
suade AT&T's executives to
move their headquarters to
Atlanta.
“It’s hard to replace
BellSouth,” Franklin said.
“They've contributed so

much over the last decade.
We’'re anxious for their
national headquarters to
move here.”

Cingular’s headquarters
would remain in Atlanta.

More savings from the
proposed acquisition would
come [rom reduced adver-
tising expenses and com-
bining the backbone net-
work and information-
technology operations of
the companies.

“Over the last couple of
years as we have operated
Cingular and our Yellow
Pages venture, it became
clear that there was a lot
of duplication that could be
eliminated,” said Duane
Ackerman, chiel executive
of BellSouth.

“This merger will allow

us to move to a single
brand for wireline, for
wireless, for business and
consumer, and that’s
AT&T,” said Randall
Stephenson, AT&T’s chief
operating officer. A single
brand is much more cost
efficient and far more
effective.”

Under the terms of the
deal, AT&T is paying 1.325
of its own shares for each
BellSouth share. AT&T
shares closed Monday
down 97 cents, or 3.5 per-
cent, at $27.02 on the New
York Stock Exchange.

That put the value of the
offer at $35.80 per
BellSouth share. Those
shares rose $3.04, or 9.7
percent, to close Monday
at $34.50.

Fed expected to raise interest rates

Special to The Observer

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the first in a
monthly series of economic update arti-
cles written by members of the Student
International Business Council.

Alter raising short term interest rates
14 straight times to 4.75 percent, the
Federal Reserve is expecied to raise
rates again in ils next meeting.

Ben Bernanke, the new chairman of

the Federal Reserve, has the same pri-
mary concern with raising interest rates
as his predecessor Alan Greenspan —
inflation. Because of this, it is likely that
under Bernanke, the Federal Reserve
will probably raise interest rates by at
least one-quarter of a point at least one

more time.

Bernanke has made it clear in his
speeches that price stability is his pri-
mary monetary policy goal. lle believes
that keeping inflation low and stable
will help to foster economic growth and
increase jobs. The economy is currently
so strong that many believe even if the
Federal Reserve raises rates too high,
the economy will be able to absorb a
small hit without serious consequences.

This belief is supported by stronger
than expecled first quarter growth for
the year. The economy slowed down
greatly in the lourth quarter of 2005,
due primarily to high oil prices and
falling consumer confidence in the wake
of Hurricane Katrina. But first quarter
growth shows a rebound from last
quarter with expected growth rates of

at least 4.5 pereent. There is a predicted
first quarter GDP growth of 4.6 percent
— up from the hit to growth last quar-
ter, when growth rate dropped from 4.1
percent in the third quarter to 1.6 per-
cent in the fourth quarter.

The consumer confidence index was
down to 101.7 in February, though an
index of 106.8 in January was a vast
improvement over the low consumer
confidence of last quarter.

Overall, the rising interest rates are
expected to control inflation but will
continue to limit economic growth.

In other news, the Federal Reserve
Vice Chairman Roger Ferguson
announced his resignation last week,
leaving another position open for
President Bush to make an appointment
to the Federal Reserve,
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Graham Ebetsch

To scorn an ally

The pro-American, westernized, eco-
nomically modernizing United Arab
Emirates’ state-run Dubai Ports World,
owned by a dashing sheik as renowned in
poetry as in horse racing, acquires a
British company
responsible for the
operation of American
ports. Sounds like a
great idea, no? Itis a
chance to bring a key
American ally in the
region even closer.

Few things bind
states’ hearts more Sy
{irmly than jointly lan
shared economic Ronderos
interest. The congres- ]

er Liberated

sional opposition to
the Dubai Ports World
deal is a shocking travesty that runs the
risk of alienating an essential American
ally in a region where true allies are as
scarce as the sand is abundant.
Congressional opposition either comes
from a general desire to oppose the presi-
dent or a sincere, though deeply mis-
placed, opposition. Many Democrats have
become accustomed to opposing the pres-
ident in most everything he does, whether
right or wrong. This is a political tactic
designed to distance them as much as
possible from the declining popularity of
the current regime so that they may bene-
fit in the upcoming election. These politi-
cians have chosen to make this stand
through cowardice. They are playing
upon the hysteria of a terrified population
by shrieking at the false construction of
the Arab bogeyman. It is an emotional
appeal designed to work upon the worst
qualities of human nature. Shamed and
debased are the times we live in. The aim
of politics is to produce a healthy, pros-
perous and strong state. Many woes will

attend the state where personal ambition
replaces the general good as the aim of
politics.

I the opposition does not come [rom the
aforementioned general opposition to the
president, the state of affairs is indeed
more troubling. This form of opposition
implies that the United Arab Emirates is
either not a trusted ally or that if the
U.A.E. is such an ally, there is another
reason why DP World should not run the
ports. The first allernative is patently
false; the U.A.E. has allowed the United
States to use her land, bases, ports and
airspace during our military operations in
that theatre. She has also functioned as a
loyal ally during the “War on Terror.”
Congressional opposition must stem from
another cause that trumps the reality of
the U.A.E.’s faithful alliance.

The vast concern that overrides Dubai’s
friendship is that an Arab company will
be running an important and sensitive
industry. There was no commotion or
uproar when a British firm was operating
our ports. Chaos and indignation erupts
the very second that an Arab company is
about to take over. “How could we com-
promise our security in such a way?”
There is no compromise occurring, as we
are merely transferring the operation
from one trusted ally to another trusted
ally. Britain and the United Arab Emirates
have both rendered crucial support and
service to America. If our government
should trust the former more than the lat-
ter, it implies that there is some inherent
quality present in the Arab Muslim world
that makes even our best allies from the
region suspect at best.

The racism howling through the hollow
concerns of Congressmen will only serve
to exacerbate the tension and resentment
flowing through the Arab world. The
administration has gone to great lengths

to elucidate the fact that the “Global War
on Terror” is not a “Global War on Arabs
or Muslims,” nor a case of East versus
West. President George W. Bush deserves
credit for supporting the port deal. He is
staying true to his rhetoric. The congres-
sional opposition is delivering the opposite
message. They are in effect telling the
Arab Muslim world that Britain is trust-
worthy, being a Christian western ally, but
that the East needs 1o be viewed with dis-
trust and kept at a safe distance.

The need to cultivate friendships within
the Middle Eastern world is all too appar-
ent. Hostility in the Arab world comes
largely from the perception that America
favors Israel over the Arabs and that she
tries to impose her values upon their
world. America needs to take steps to
break down the perception that she is
always opposed to Arab interests. The
delay over the port deal is another slap in
the face for the Arab world and a great
insult. Arrogance of this sort produces
terrorism and makes America less safe.
The desire to gain safety by insulating
America will not work. Peace and security
shall be born from global cooperation and
mutual interest. The more the United
States binds her interests with the rest of
the world, the less incentive there will be
for conflict and violence — on both sides
of the relationship.

Ian Ronderos is a senior majoring in the
classics with a supplementary major in
ancient Greek and Roman civilizations.
Having retired from the College
Republicans and adopted independent
politics, he has entered the private life of
peaceful contemplation. Ian can be con-
tacted at irondero@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are
those of the author and not necessarily
those of The Observer.
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This column is a
pipe bomb

Last Thursday, Patrick Hanlin got on
his bike and left for class, work or wher-
ever. The Ohio University graduate stu-
dent probably never guessed that when
he parked his bike and lefl it, he would
come back to find !t Marc
surrounded by police

- A Kozak
officers, fire fighters
and bomb squads.

School officials and Itlinois State

local authorities shut (Ijzl:g;l%/
down four buildings Vidette

and blocked strects
around an on-campus
restaurant after policemen noticed a
small sticker that Hanlin had placed on
his bicycle.

The sticker, of course, read “This Bike
Is a Pipe Bomb.”

A bomb squad from 65 miles away in
Columbus was called in and eventually
subdued the bicycle by attacking it with
a high-pressure spray of water.

After 1he bike refused to cooperate,
they eventually forced it open with a
hydraulic tool usually used to pry acci-
dent victims from cars. Upon failing to
find any sort of shell or bomb circuitry
in the innards of spokes and pedals,
police soon learned that the sticker was
an advertisement for a Florida folk/punk
band called, of all things, “This Bike Is a
Pipe Bomb.”

And then the hilarity ensued.

lanlin came forward and identified
the bike as his, and apparently tried 1o
explain the situation to the police.

Nevertheless, his bike was obliterated,
and he is now being charged with
“inducing panic” and could face up to
six months in prison. lHopefully some-
one, at the very least, gave him a ride
home.

The charge of the university’s police is
even more absurd than the situation
itself. I wasn’t even aware that “induc-
ing panic” was an official law. If this was
the case, should we lock up teachers for
announcing a pop quiz? Or on a national
level, jail the government any time they
raise the threat-level? I don’t like having
my pani¢ induced. .

More importantly, let’s hope this does-
n’t create a trend of brutal honesty
amongst terrorists. How long before our
enemies start leaving around things that
say “This tube of shaving cream is a
chemical weapon” or “This rerun of
Seinfeld contains mind-controlling
devices”? That would certainly induce
more panic.

Most hilarious of all is the fact that the
sticker was vinyl, which means that if
the bike actually was a bomb, someone
would have had to go through the trou-

ble of specially ordering a sticker specif-
ically made to label an actual bomb. Not
likely.

Ohio University Dean of Students Terry
“The Hulk” Hogan condoned the action
of police by saying, “This is one of these
circumstances where, in these times,
these are the kinds of incidents that
cause all of us to take pause, and I think
we have to be concerned.”

This short statement can be attacked
sarcastically in many different ways. I'm
sick of people using the “in times like
these” line. We're always in times like
these. Secondly, this guy has been riding
around with this sticker on his bike for
like iwo years, and it was just noticed
now? How “concerned” are you really?

In all seriousness, I don’t mind the fact
that police looked atl the bike as danger-
ously initially. What I do mind is the
incredibly rash decisions that followed.
Instead of saying, “Oh, well man, our
bad, we were just trying to keep the kids
safe, here’s a new bike and now we all
are happy,” they charge the kid with
legal action so they don’t look so foolish.
If Hanlin’s charges are carried out, [ will
be shocked. Not surprised, but still
shocked.

And don’t think that Ohio University’s
students are letting this one go. Check
out CafePress.com/freehanlin, and you'll
see many T-shirt and merchandise
designs to raise money for Hanlin’s court
expenses and a new bike. T-shirts
include such slogans as “I, Myself, Am
Actually a Pipe Bomb” and hats that
sport “This Head is a Pipe Bomb.”

The band itself is doing its part, as
they are trying Lo raise money for Hanlin
as well. They also said a similar occur-
rence happened in Washington, D.C. in
1999, but the police checked it out, apol-
ogized, and everyone went home happy.

Pipe Bomb guitarist/vocalist, Rymodee,
said that the incident in Washington did-
n’t spark press interest but attributes
the overrecaction to the country’s current
state of heightened panic.

“For me, I'm first concerned with his
bicycle, and now | hear he may face
charges. This is really bad.”

Regardless, this is already the most
enterlaining news story of 2006. That is,
until PETA starts finding Pig Destroyer
stickers.

This column originally appeared in the
March 6 edition of The Daily Vidette, the
daily publication at Illinois State
University.

The views expressed in this column
are those of the author and not neces-
sarily those of The Observer.

Pants — the world’s
greatest evil

There is a greater threat to our
culture, our society and our very
freedom — one that cuts across all
borders and socioeconomic lines.

That threat is pants.

Yes, pants. You

may be familiar Chreston
with them yourself. Hyde

A recent survey

found that one in lowa State
three students is University
wearing pants or lowa State
thinking about put- Daily

ting on pants at

any given time. One in three! That’s
a huge number — it’s like over a
thousand!

“But what’s the threat of pants?”
you ask. “They keep me warm, and
they look cool. See, mine have a little
rip on the pocket so people think I've
had them for a long time.”

Well, | say the threat is monumen-
tal, and I don't think you’ve had
those pants for very long, either.
Pants have permeated our culture so
deeply that we cannot distinguish
ourselves from them any longer.

Allow me to “break it down,” as
they say on the streets.

First off, they're expensive. Pants
can begin at the rate of $25 and rack
up 1o almost $200 for
the sweetest in sweet-
ness such as Diesel and
Se7en Jeans. As college
students, it is impera-
tive that we keep up
with the latest trends
and be the spearheads
of pop culture, but we
simply cannot afford to
shell out money like this
in order to stay current.

Furthermore, pants cause undue
stress on people when they're not
worn properly or malfunction. Take
for example, “The Tuck.” The Tuck
occurs when the front of one’s pants
becomes lodged under the tongue of
said individual’s shoe, thus giving
him the appearance of a backup
dancer from a Wham! video. The
Tuck requires an obvious effort to
remove. Proper removal can take a
full stop-and-bend-over in order to
pull the pant leg from benecath its
leather trap, and this extra effort
makes people think you're vain.
Nobody wants to see you with your
pants tucked, but they won’t hesitate
to mock you once you try to undo
them.

Pants are also beginning to confuse
our societies’ sexual identities, as

There is a greater
threat to our
culture, our society
and our very
freedom. That
threat is pants.

evidenced by the emo kids phenome-
non. Emo kids proudly embrace the
wearing of girl pants on guys, citing
a better fit and a stylish, uber-scene
look. But they fail to understand the
underlying theory of gender-related
marketing: Guys’ pants are meant Lo
be worn by guys,. and girls’ by girls.
A possible explanation is an over-
exposure to the pigments found in
All Star shoes and black band T-
shirts. These pigments could be
blocking the common-sense recep-
tors in their fragile, deeply pained
minds, thus causing the confusion.
Possibly the worst in the list of
pant-related deviances is the button
fly. The button fly is the Chinese fin-
ger trap of fashion, causing irrevoca-
ble damages to all who wear it. It
can slow the zipper-closing process
by almost two times. And who can
ever button that one button right
before the top? You know which one
I'm talking about — it’s, like, not low

enough to get a good grip on it, but if

you leave it undone, everyone
notices that you're half zipped.
Unacceptable, I say. Button (lies are
so diabolical that they could have
only come from one source — terror-
ists — and I don’t support terrorists.

“Wow, Chresten, |
never knew pants were
such a threat,” you
might be saying to your-
sell. “How can | solve
this?”

In my eyes, there’s
only one solution: Stop
wearing pants. That’s
right, throw away all
pants and pant-related
items — belts, shorts,
skirts — they are all evil. We can
start a bonfire by the Campanile and
regale in the freedom we've regained
by shedding our legged captors.

I, for one, have already started my
protest; I'm not even wearing pants
as | write this. So take action imme-
diately. Stand up in your lecture or
lab, take off your pants and proclaim
“l am not a terrorist, damnit,” then
throw them to the ground and
embrace your [reedom, you brave
American hero.

This column originally appeared in
the March 6 edition of the lowa State
Daily, the daily publication at lowa
State University.

The views expressed in this column
are those of the author and not nec-
essarily those of The Observer.

Even Holocaust deniers deserve free speech

“The Bill of Rights opens by forbidding Congress from
passing any law “abridging freedom of speech.” But
what happens when protected ideas are abhorrent to
those who listen to them or, worse, when those ideas
are completely and utterly wrong? Nowhere is this
quandary more pronounced than in

the problem ol dealing with Joseph

Holocaust deniers, people who Borson

either dispute or refuse to accept

that the systematic extermination of Brown

over six million people ever Uniuersity

occurred., Brown Datly
Holocaust denial is not an histori- Herald

-
cal legacy, but a continuing global
problem. Last week, David Irving, a
British historian, was convicted by an Austrian court of
violating a law forbidding anyone from “denying, gross-
ly playing down, or excusing the National Socialist

genocide.” He was sentenced to three years in prison.
This follows an incident that occurred last December,
when Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said
the Holocaust was “a myth,” and called for an interna-
tional conference, led by deniers, which would “exam-
ine the Holocaust.”

- Imprisoning the deniers is not only a flawed idea, but
hopelessly hypocritical. Arresting Holocaust deniers
only shows that the concepl of minority rights (as,
thankfully, deniers are still a small percentage of the
general population) is not yet secure. Criminalizing
hateful ideas only makes them more appealing, and
transforms people like [rving into martyrs. Expression
can be painful, it can be hateful, and it can be — and
often is — based on faulty arguments and incorrect
information. But that doesn’t mean it shouldn’t be free.
Rather, it should be all the more protected.

Ahmadinejad was roundly condemned by much of the

international community, and that condemnation was
fundamentally based on moral revulsion. Germany,
which knows better than any state other than perhaps
Israel, the full meaning of the lolocaust, led the charge
with words and arguments, not outright hans.

There are occasions, such as libel or direct incite-
ments to violence, where legal action is not only justi-
fied, but required. Ilowever, those situations are rare,
and Holocaust denials simply do not rise to that stan-
dard. Hateful thought must be reciprocally confronted
with words, protest and fact, but not, if we are the soci-
ely we say thal we are, with prison, fire or death.

This column originally appeared in the March 6 edi-
tion of the Brown Daily Herald, the daily publication at
Brown University.

The views expressed in this column are those of the
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.
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A lesson in
gaming etiquette

Welcome to the Notre Dame bubbie,
where one can find a legion of lep-
rechauns, a football revival and ... Halo
2? .

True, many students find themselves
succumbing to the
daily ritual of
attending class,
compleling papers
and searching for
future employment.
A typical day may
be filled with schol-
arly activities from
dusk ‘til dusk in

hopes of the (sz_xblled Mark
N(‘)tre Dame diplo- Bemenderfer
ma. But for many :
gamers, a day is Assistant
just more time to Scene Editor

frag online.

A glance over the
Notre Dame server any hour out of the
24 typically reveals some students intent
on dealing digitized death. The competi-
tive spirit doesn’t sleep, and apparently
neither does a chunk of the gamer popu-
lation.

Playing video games has become one of
the social activities of choice for the guy
dorms, with games like “Halo” and
“Mario Kart” being popular choices..

A “Halo” party entails a group of guys
huddled around a glowing television set,
watching as Master Chief dies countless
times for unknown reasons. Why does
the “Halo” cyborg put himself through so
much punishment for a fuzzy rationale?
Perhaps he’s fighting for some unknown
love. Perhaps the Covenant stole his
favorite fuzzy blanket, and he simply
wants it back.

But an inevitable result is trash talking
among those controlling the old Chief.
Apparently having better hand-eye coor-
dination gives a gamer the right to bring
up questions as to the opponent’s mental
disposition and heritage. A broad vocab-
ulary — often involving many four-let-
tered words typically frowned upon in
most societies — is also employed, much
to the opponent’s chagrin.

Who actually wins or loses the game
doesn’t change the behavior much either.
A gamer can redeem his loss by blaming
it on a faulty controller, his teammates,
the chosen battleground or even the
aforementioned mental disposition and
heritage of the opponents. Most gamers
feel that a loss can be turned into a
moral victory if they are able to force
their opponent into a stunned silence.

The taunting can go beyond words,
though. Many games, such as the afore-
mentioned “Mario Kart,” feature a but-
ton specifically for taunts. Another
Nintendo choice, “Super Smash Brothers

Melee,” features especially obvious, cut-
ting in-game trash-talking. There are few
insults that cut as deep as watching
Pikachu smile and wave to the camera
while your digital avatar blinks out of
existence for the umpteenth time.

Some gaming communities have even
turned in-game taunting into an art.
While the “Halo” series features no pro-
grammed in-game taunts, this has not
restrained some gamers who have found
subtle ways to create their own jeers.
Crouching over the fallen opponent,
changing weapons and repeatedly hitting
assorted buttons have all been employed
in the search of creating new ways to
insult the opposition. Using various
weapon combinations, fans of the origi-
nal “Halo” were able to figure out how to
Moonwalk and even do a modified ver-
sion of the Irish Jig.

But despite one’s intuition, behaving in
the aforementioned manner is often dis-
couraged. Not only does it have potential
for offending the other parties involved, it
also tends to run hand in hand with
being alone on the weekends. It seems
that gaming time has an inverse relation-
ship with opposite sex popularity.

But questions over personal lives aside,
mouthing off does actually have a valid
place in gaming. While poor sportsman-
ship may have no place in certain venues
— such as the Olympics or when the
Spartans visit Notre Dame Stadium — it
can add a new level of enjoyment to play-
ing the game. This is the case because
the very nature of the games adds a com-
ical level to the trash talking. As Yoshi
drives his kart across the finish line, and
the silly Nintendo theme song plays, any
resulting taunts only add to the ludicrous
atmosphere. This isn’t the Rose Bowl —
it’s a video game that stars a portly
Italian plumber driving a go-kart.

Video games themselves are essentially
silly diversions and yet have reached a
threshold that many students hold para-
mount. Trash talking is a surefire way to
engage both the hardcore and the casual
in the game. It has held a place in many
a gamer’s heart since the arcade days of
yore, when preteens would huddle
around a “Street Fighter 2” unit, hurling
Hadokens — and profanities — with Ryu.

So the next time you fire up the trusty
gaming system for a heated competition,
and someone calls you something that
would make your mom blush, give them
your deepest smile and a hug. They're
just keeping the spirit alive.

Contact Mark Bemenderfer at
mbemende@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are
those of the author and not necessarily
those of The Observer.

hoto courtesy ot gamespot.com

Players compete in various modes in “Halo 2.” The gaming community likes to
participate in a variety of digital entertainment, often accompanied with taunts.

DVD REeviEw

Recent home release

By TIM MASTERTON

Scene Critic

“Rent” hit Broadway in 1996, and ten
years later, it came to movie theatres with a
faithful, but stagnant movie adaptation from
director Chris Columbus (“Home Alone,”
“Harry Potter™). Though it translated some-
what poorly to the silver screen, this is a
movie perfectly-suited for DVD.

“Rent,” a modern, loosely-based version
of the Puccini opera, “La Boheme,” was
released into movie theatres in November
2005, and after about two months there, it
made less than $30 million. Now it quickly
heads to DVD where its biggest fans, or
“Rentheads,” as they are called, will likely
eat it up. Old and new fans alike will enjoy
whal is essentially a 135-minute music
video as DVD makes il possible to jump
from scene to scene and skip to favorite
songs.

All through the film production process,
there was much ado about being loyal to the
vision of Rent’s late composer, Jonathon
Larson, as there had been when making the
big move to the Broadway stage. Though
this was a good idea in 1996, the film
craved a new direction. Six of the eight orig-

inal Broadway cast members reprised their
roles, but they are now a little too old for
the parts they play, thus further‘limiting
what could have been a wonderfully fresh
interpretation of a great story.

That’s not to say that the cast isn’t talent-
ed — it is phenomenal. Jesse L. Marlin as
“Collins™ steals the movie in the role he was
born to play on stage and on screen. The
chemistry between him and Wilson

“Jermaine Heredia’s “Angel” is beautiful and

contagious. Tracie Thoms as uptight yuppie
“Joanne” is a pleasantly surprising, smari
addition to the group.

But “Rent” is stuck somewhere between
the musicals-turned-films “Chicago” and
“The Producers.” Whereas “Chicago” is a
fresh, exuberant, Oscar-winning adaptation
of that musical, “The Producers” is very
much a bland filmed version of what is done
nightly on stages in New York and London.

In “Rent,” Columbus rarely tries anything
brave or different. One successful attempt is
a delighiful extended dance break during
“Tango: Maureen” successfully creating
something not found in the stage version.
Columbus also has created a barely-gritty-
enough early-’90s New York City as the
film’s setling, but the camerawork is seem-
ingly always moving and all too often mere-

ly functions to observe inactive

Rent

Revolution Studios

acting and boring staging.

All that being said, the music
and story of “Rent” are as
strong and relevant as ever. The
two-disc DVD set showcases the
many strong musical numbers,
especially the aforementioned
“Tango: Maureen” and the fran-
tic “La Vie Boheme.” Also
included are several deleted
scenes, including an alternate

ending that would have better

Quick sequel mainta

By MARK BEMENDERFER

Assistant Scene Editor

Sequels are hard to make. Either they
have to live up to the success of.the first
one, or overcome its many shortcomings.

Some sequels have managed to surpass
their predecessor, such as “The Empire
Strikes Back.” Others, such as “Indiana
Jones and the Temple of Doom” and
“Matrix Revolutions,” lost what made the
original a hit.

The original “Saw,” shot on a budget
vastly smaller than typical theater fare,
was a wild success due to its imagination
and innovative concepts. In a market sat-
urated with slasher films and teenage
horror movies, “Saw” was a fresh diver-
sion for audiences. )

It was so successful that a sequel was
greenlighted almost immediately, without
the original director or writers. Fans of
the original were worried about the obvi-
ous monetary motivation for the creation
of a sequel, with the projected release
date being less than a year after the

-originals.

The worry proved without warrant
however, as “Saw II” lives up to the spirit
of its predecessor.

For those who have not seen the origi-
nal “Saw,” the basic plot isn’t too hard to
get into. A killer titled “Jigsaw” is on the
loose, placing people within elaborate
deathtraps. Usually involving some form
of self-sacrifice or mutilation, these
demented games usually prove deadly
for their contestants.

“Saw 11” picks up exactly where the
original leaves off, with Jigsaw still at
large and the cops closing in. Early into
the movie, the cops finally catch up to
Jigsaw and place him in custody.

However, it is discovered that the son
of one of the Detectives, played by
Donnie Wahlberg, is in Jigsaw’s custody.
It is then up to the Detective to play
Jigsaw’s game, with his sun’s life at
stake.

The son has been inserted into a house
filled with macabre traps along with a
group of ex-cons, and a timer reveals
that a poison will soon kill them all. All
of the events that unfold within the
house arec broadcast onto a series of
monitors within Jigsaw’s base of opera-
tions, allowing the cops to watch the
activities. )

Unlike most horror movies, the charac
ters within “Saw II” behave in an almos

realistic fashion and are easi

Saw 11

Lionsgate

O
TIERE Wil
85 BLOOD.

ly identifiable. One canno
but help feel empathy ove
the Detective’s plight as h
watches his son face dange
from a television set.

Jigsaw, once again played
by Tobin Bell, is eerily realis-
tic in a disturbing way.
Taking Darwinian theory to
an exireme, Jigsaw’s motiva-
tions and actions all tie
together in a twisted fashion
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merely ‘Rent’-able

Photo courtesy of movieweb.com

Roger (Adam Pascall), left, shares a tender moment with Mimi (Rosario Dawson)
Chris Columbus’s “Rent.” This 2005 film was a remake of the hit play.

nded the film. Rentheads will also take
leasure in the fuli-length documentary “No
ay But Today” telling the story of the
how’s creation, composer and its trip from

baper to stage Lo screen.

“Rent” is a faithful adaptation of the len-
car-old staging of an endearing musical
hat might leave fans wondering “what

i...?” What if a director had been brave
enough to go in a new direction, with a new
creative approach and new cast?

But in the end, “Rent” is still an enjoyable
film that would make a good addition to any
musical theatre fan’s DVD collection.

Contact Tim Masterton at tmastert@nd.edu

%..
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Photo courtesy of moviewsb.com

Kerry (Dina Meyer), left, regroups with another cop and Detective Mathews (Donnie
Wahlberg), far right, against Jigsaw's fiendish plots In the DVD release of Saw Il.

at the shoeking conclusion of the film.

The special features prove light on the
DVD however. The original “Saw”
received  a special edition only when the
sequel was released, with the original
DVD being fairly barebones. This prom-
ises to hold true with “Saw IL.”

Basically a series of informative docu-
mentaries on behind the scene informa-
tion, the special features illuminate how
the special effecls were completed.
Featuring some creativilty on the part of

the special effects crew, they are worth
watching but don’t add too much to the
film,

With a “Saw HI” looming on the hori-
zon, also scheduled with a mere year for
production, “Saw II” should be high on
any horror fan’s list. IU’s a gory, edgy trip
that promises to stick in the minds of
viewers long after the credits roll.

Contact Mark Bemenderfer at
mbemende@nd.edu

ViDEO GAME REVIEW

‘Black” a shallow, explosive thrill

Photo courtesy of gamespot.com

Explosions rock the protagonist in Criterion Game's “Black.” Distributed by
Electronic Arts, the game features Hollywood-style action.

By MARK BEMENDERFER

Assistant Scene Editor

The first person shooter genre has
been flooded in recent years with the
success of titles like “llalo” and “Hall-
Life.” Enough derivatives have seen
the marketl that they have begun to
overlap.

Criterion Games noticed this trend
and — fresh off their success with the
“Burnoul” series — has decided to
inject a fresh perspective. With
“Black,” they wanted to simplify
things and remind gamers what
makes the genre fun.

To stand out, Criterion made
“Black” an explosive, exhilarating
experience that.focuses on the guns
and explosions. The closest equivalent
being the Hollywood action film, the
game is light on plot and heavy on
property damage. Cars explode, win-
dows shatter and buildings collapse
under ithe barrage of rampant explo-
sions caused by the player.

There is a plot however, despite how
light or worthless it is. At the begin-
ning, the gamer finds the main char-
acter under investigation for his rene-
gade actions while pursuing a high-
profile terrorist. The story unfolds
gradually with acted cul-scenes belore
each level, but it bears little impact on
the actual action.

The characters about which the
gamer hears during the investigation
do play a role in the game itself, as
they act as invincible squad members.
However, their limited artificial intelli-
gence makes them little better than
mobile shiclds and bullet magnets for
the main character. They do shout
commands and warnings to the player
that are very beneficial when trying to
pinpoint a sniper or hidden rocket
launcher.

But these characters only play a lim-
ited role within the game, and most of
the time the player will

-ence Hollywood again, think of the
lobby scene in the original “Matrix,”
without the kung-fu clements.

Plaster powders, wood splinters and
columns shatter under the repeated
salvos. Every environment features
plenty of destruction to satiate even
the most jaded first person shooter
fan. Some levels stand out more than
others for different reasons, but they
all serve a common goal. The asylum
features a shower-room scene eerily
similar to the one seen in “The Rock,”
while the bridge level could be lifted
out of many war movies.

The game sells for $40, and there
are reasons for this. A complete lack
of multiplayer may turn off some fans
of the genre, as it has practically been
a staple since Nintendo 64's
“Goldeneye.” The game is focused
purely on the single player, and to its
credit, this extra attention to detail
shows. .

HHowever, the single player does
have some issues. Ignoring costume
changes, there are essentially only
three enemy types, which are repeat-
ed ad nauseam. While many
Hollywood action films acknowledge
their repetitive nature by incorporat-
ing car chases or kung-fu segments,
“Black” is purely a one-trick pony.

Criterion has started a respectable
franchise with “Black.,” starring over-
the-top action and gunplay. llowever,
in doing so they ignored the evolution
that has occurred within its own
genre in recent years towards a var-
ied experience and immersive story-
lines.

Hopefully this will be fixed with
their next experiment. But until this
happens. “Black” remains an enter-
taining diversion instead ol a must-
buy.

Contact Mark Bemenderfer at
mbemende@nd.edu

find this game to be a
solitary event. That fits
the focus of the game,
however, as relentless
action and explosions
are main course of
“Black.”

The action consists of
some of the most fren-
zied, chaotic scenes in
ever witnessed in an

‘Xbox,

Criterion Games

Black

PlayStation 2

action game. To refer-

b e L.
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NHL

Kozlov leads Atlanta to 4-3 win over Florida

Flyers beat Canadiens
in shootout; Ovechkin
leads Capitals in win

Associated Press

ATLANTA — Slava Kozlov
scored the lone goal in the
shootout to help the Atlanta
Thrashers beat the Florida
Panthers on Monday night.

Hossa added a goal and an
assist for the Thrashers, who
won their second straight game.
Atlanta has won six of its last
eight and remain in ninth place
in the Eastern Conference, three
points behind Montreal, which
lost 5-4 in a shootout at
Philadelphia.

Kozlov, who gave the
Thrashers’ their last shootout
win Feb. 11 at Montreal, beat
Florida goaltender Robherto
Luongo with a glove-side wris-
ter.

Olli Jokinen scored his 28th
and 29th goals and had an
assist for the Panthers, who
have lost three straight and now
are 8-22-4 on the road.

Kari Lehtonen had four of his
40 saves in overtime, the best
coming when he dropped to stop
Jokinen’s wrister with his right
leg pad.

Luongo saved 31 of 34 shots,
including two in overtime.

Brad Larsen’s shorti-handed
goal gave the Thrashers a 3-2
lead with 16:28 left in regula-
tion. Hossa was largely respon-
sible, as he made a one-handed
pass to himself off the left
boards to beat Jokinen.

After Hossa’s wrister bounced
off Luongo’s skate and off to the
right side of the slot, Larsen
beat the goalie glove side.

Jokinen tied it at 3-all with
5:01 remaining.

Greg de Vries gave the
Thrashers a 1-0 lead with his
seventh goal, a slap shot from
the top of the slot 2:48 into the
first.

Jokinen, the subject of trade
talk as the NHL faces a 3 p.m.
Thursday deadline, tied it at 1-
all with his 28th goal, with a
slap shot from the point outside
the left circle.

Hossa’s 30th goal gave the
Thrashers a 2-1 lead at the
14:29 mark of the first period.

Flyers 5, Canadiens 4

Petr Nedved scored the deci-
sive goal in a shootout, helping
the Philadelphia Flyers snap a
four-game losing streak with a
victory over the Montreal
Canadiens on Monday night.

Peter Forsberg had one goal
and scored to extend the
shootout after the Flyers’ first

' two shooters missed.

R.J. Umberger, Eric Desjardins
and Joni Pitkanen also scored
for Philadelphia, which had lost
three straight since returning
from the Olympic break.

Mike Ribeiro had two goals
and Chris Higgins and Sheldon
Souray also scored for Montreal.
The Canadiens forced overtime
with two goals in the final 4:30.

Montreal’s three-game win-
ning streak ended, but the
Canadiens are unbeaten in reg-
ulation in their last nine games,
going 6-0-3. :

Ribeiro scored the first goal
during the shootout on
Montreal’s second attempt. Mike
Richards, who missed twice on
excellent chances in overtime,
then muffed his shot.

But Michael Ryder’s shot
sailed wide and Forsberg scored
on a backhander. After Robert
Esche stopped Alexander
Perezhogin, Nedved won it with
a backhander.

It was an important victory for
Philadelphia, which has rapidly
dropped in the standings. The
Flyers led the NHL in points (62)
when they returned home in
mid-January following an §-2-1
road trip. But they're just 6-8-4
since and have dropped to fifth
place in the Eastern Conference.

Souray tied it at 4 on a power-
play goal with 1:43 left in regu-
lation. His slap shot from the left
circle sailed past Esche. A hook-
ing penalty on Forsberg gave
Montreal a four-on-three advan-
tage as each team already had a
player in the penalty box.
Ribeiro’s second goal made it 4-
3 just 2:47 earlier.

The Flyers scored a pair of
power-play goals 2:43 apart in
the second period to break a
scoreless tie.

Capitals 5, Islanders 2

Rookie Alex Ovechkin scored
his 40th and 41st goals Monday
night, and the Washington
Capitals opened a five-game
homestand with a victory over
the New York Islanders.

Ovechkin scored in his sixth
straight game, matching his best
streak, and became the first
Capitals player to hit the 40-goal
mark since Peter Bondra had 45
in 2000-01. Ovechkin also added
a third-period assist for his 76th
point of the season, 10 ahead of
Pittsburgh’s Sidney Crosby in
the rookie scoring race.

Ovechkin beat goaltender
Garth Snow with a slapshot

AP

Florida Panthers center Jozef Stumpel, top, battles Atlanta Thrashers defenseman Andy Sutton
for the puck in the second period Monday. The Thrashers beat Florida 4-3 in a shootout.

from the top of the left circle
early in the second period for
the game’s first goal. He scored
‘again when he stationed himself
by the crease during a faceoff
and directed Mike Green’s pass
into the net with 0.5 seconds
remaining in the period, giving
the Capitals a 3-1 lead.

In the third period during a
power play, Ovechkin supplied
the cross-ice pass for Bryan
Muir’s one-timer that restored a
two-goal lead. Muir added
another goal late in the period.

Jeff Friesen also scored for the
Capitals, who won for only the
second time in eight games. Olie
Kolzig made 40 saves for career
victory No. 250, tying him with
Johnny Bower for 35th place
all-time. :

Hurricanes 2, Rangers 1

Martin Gerber made 37 saves
to help the NHL-leading
Carolina Hurricanes beat the
New York Rangers on Monday
night, spoiling goalie Henrik
Lundqvist’s first start since lead-
ing Sweden to the Olympic gold
medal.

Lundgqvist, in goal for New
York for the first time since
beating Toronto on Feb. 10 in
the Rangers’ last home game
before the Olympic break, made
17 saves. New York has losttwo
straight following a seven-game

winning streak.

Justin Williams and Kevyn
Adams scored for Carolina,
playing the second game of a
five-game trip. The Hurricanes
have won five straight to open a
three-point lead over Detroit in
the overall standings. They have
won 11 of their last 14 games
and 20 of 24.

Gerber improved to 30-9-2,
allowing only Steve Rucchin’s
goal at 3:28 of the third period.
Gerber had little chance on the
goal, with Rucchin stopping
Thomas Pock’s shot from the
blue line with his skates and
flipping in a short shot from the
slot.

The Rangers outshot the
Hurricanes 17-0 in the third
period.

Carolina took a 2-0 lead at
8:31 of the second period on
Williams’ 20th goal of the sea-
son. Rod Brind’Amour con-
trolled the puck behind the goal,
skated into the corner and fired
a centering pass to the
unchecked Williams on the far
edge of the crease.

Adams opened the scoring
with 1:09 left in the first period,
knocking a loose puck past
Lundgqvist from the edge of the
crease.

Senators 4, Lightning 0
Ray Emery stopped 31 shots

for his second shutout of the
season and the Ottawa Senators
beat the Tampa Bay Lightning
on Monday night.

IEmery, who is filling in for the
injured Dominik Hasek, helped
the Senators win their fifth
straight game. Hasek, a six-time
Vezina Trophy winner, injured
his groin 5 minutes into his first
Olympic game with the Czech
Republic on Feb. 15.

Antoine Vermette, Jason
Spezza, Mike Fisher and Peter
Schaefer scored for the
Northeast Division-leading
Senators. Ottawa is 37-0 when
scoring four or more goals.

Sean Burke made 30 saves for
Tampa Bay. The defending
Stanley Cup champion
Lightning, who open a five-game
road trip Tuesday at Pittsburgh,
have been outscored 18-4 in
three consecutive losses since
the end of the Olympic break.

Vermette put the Senators up
1-0 at 2:35 of the first. He
scored from the low slot off a
pass from Christoph Schubert
following a Lightning turnover.

Emery made 13 saves in the
first, including in-close shots by
Ryan Craig and Vinny Prospal
during a Tampa Bay power play.

Ottawa went ahead 3-0 in the
second on goals 1 minute, 31
seconds apart by Spezza (11:38)
and Fisher (13:09).

The Observer accepts classifieds every business day from 8 2.m. to 3 f.m. at the Notre Dame office,
Al

024 South Dining Hall. Deadline for next-day classifieds is 3 p.m.

classifieds must be prepaid.

The charge is 5 cents per character per day, including all spaces. The Observer reserves the right to edit
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all classifieds for content withour issuing refunds.

For SALE

A 4 bdrm, 2bth newly
remodeled house
near campus.
$90,000.

Call 220-8666.

For RENT .

3,4,5,6 bedroom homes. Web
site:mmmrentals.com Contact:Gary
574-993-2208 or

grooms @ourwebspot.net

3 BDRM RANCH
ON JUDAY LAKE.
WALK TO CAMPUS.
329-0308

Complete PS2 system,

works well. $100.
mcarrasc@nd.edu.
| buy broken
PS2s.

Just 1 block from campus!

For lease, 4 brand new

3 bedroom condos

ranging from $1500-$2200 per
month.

574-243-4554 ext.203.

No utilities included.

WALK TO SCHOOL

2-6 BEDROOM HOMES
MMMRENTALS.COM
532-1408

A 4 bdrm, 2bth house near campus.
Ali appliances included.

Pets welcome. $1350.

Call 220-8666.

COLLEGE PARK CONDOMINL-

- UMS

AVAILABLE FOR 06-07
SCHOOL YEAR.

TWO BEDROOM,TWO BATHS.
HURRY.

235-7234 FOR MORE DETAIL.

123 ND Ave. 3-bdrm,
1.5 bath.
Cali 574-229-0149.

2-3-4 BEDROOMS. Immediate &
2006-07. Security,phone included.
315-3215. ndstudentrentals.com

515 St.Joe: 7 bdrm,area of student
rentals, $1200/mo. 574-250-7653

Furn.house Corby. 574-309-3105 -
Two story house completely remod-

eled 2003. Ready for immediate
occupancy or next school year. Off
street parking includes motion sen-
sor light for security. Four individu-
ally locked bedrooms, central sta-
tion monitored security system, six
blocks from Notre Dame, bus stop
in front of house, surrounded by
other student housing, Laundromat
next door, basement available for

storage of bicycles, luggage, trunks,

etc., new furnace and central air,
new kitchen including new stove
and refrigerator, large living room
for TV or entertaining, free trash
removal. Call 289-4071.

1-7 bdrm. homes starnting @
$200/student,
24-hr.maint.,free pool tables,
1st mo.free.

Call 574-250-7653 or

visit bluegoldrentals.com

PERSONAL

TICKETS

REQO/BLUE OYSTER CULT first 3
rows. O.A.R. first 3 rows &
James Taylor tix.

Call 272-7233.

TOP DOLLAR PAID FOR
YOUR FOOTBALL
SEASON TIX.

PLEASE CALL 277-1659.

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY? Don
not go it alone.lf you or someone
you love needs confidential support
or assistance, please call Sr. M.L.
Gude, CSC, at 1-7819. For more

" information, see our bi-weekly ad in

THE OBSERVER.

Hmmm...cute, has own place, no
fiddle, no groupies. Euydice.
Aristaeus: You are my life, my pas-
sion, my everything. Meet me
tonight by moonlight in cornfieid.
Eurydice

Pg 16: George Michael and Maebe
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NBA Standings

Eastern Conference, Atlantic Division

leam record pet. GiB
New Jersey 32-26 552 -

Philadelphia 30-29 .508 2.5
Boston 24-35 407 8.5
Toronto 21-38 .356 11.5
New York 16-43 2N 16.5

Eastern Conference, Central Division

team record pet. GB
Detroit 48-11 .814 -
Cleveland 34-26 567 14.5
Indiana 30-26 536 16.5
Milwaukee 29-30 .492 19
Chicago 26-33 441 22

Eastern Conference, Southeast Division

team record ped. GB
Miami 38-20 .655 -
Washington 30-28 517 8
Orfando 20-39 .339 18.5
Atlanta 19-39 .328 19
Charlotte 16-44 .267 23

Western Conference, Northwest Division

team record pet. GB
Denver 32-28 .793 -
Utah 28-31 .780 35
Minnesota 26-32 .559 5
Sealtle 23-37 .534 9
Portiand 19-40 .450 12.5

Western Conference, Pacific Division

team record pet. GB
Phoenix 4117 J07 .
LA Clippers 33-25 569 8
LA Lakers 31-29 o17 11
Sacramento 28-31 475 13.5
Golden State 25-34 424 16.5

MLB

AP
Minnesota Twins’ Kirby Puckett watches his 11th inning home run to beat the Atlanta Braves in Game 6 of the World
Series in Minneapolis on Oct. 26, 1991. Puckett had a stroke at his Arizona home Sunday and passed away Monday.

Twins’ star Puckett dies after stroke

Westem Conference, Southwest Division

team record
San Antonio 46-12
Dallas 46-13
Memphis 33-26
New Orieans n-27
Houston 27-33

pet.

793
.780
.559
.534
.450

NCAA Baseball
AP Top 25

GB

0.5
13.5
15
20

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Kirby
Puckett died Monday, a day
after the Hall of Fame out-
fielder had a stroke at his
Arizona home. Ile was 45.

Puckett died at St.
Joseph’s lHospital and
Medical Center in Phocenix.
lle had been in intensive
care since having surgery al
another hospital following
his stroke Sunday morning.

The bubbly, barrel-shaped
Puckett carried the Twins to
World Serices titles in 1987
and 1991 belore his career
was cut short by glaucoma.
His family, {riends and for-
mer leammates gathered at

the hospital Monday.

Puckett was given last
rites and died in the after-
noon, hospital spokes-
woman Kimberly lLodge
said.

“On behall of Major
League Baseball, 1 am terri-
bly saddened by the sudden
passing of Kirby Puckett,”
commissioner Bud Sclig

said. “He was a lall of

l‘amer in every sense of the
term.

“Ile played his enlire
career with the Twins and
was an icon in Minnesota.
But he was revered
throughout the country and
will be remembered wher-
ever the game is played.
Kirby was taken {rom us

much too soon — and too
quickly,” he said.

Puckett broke into the
majors in 1984 and had a

career batling average of

.318. Glaucoma {elt the six-
time Gold Glove center
fielder and 10-time All-Star
with no choice but o retire
after the 1995 season when
he went blind in his right
eye

Out of the game, the 5-
foot-8 Pucketl put on a con-
siderable amount of weight,
which concerned those
close to him.

“It’s a tough thing to sce a
guy go through something
like that and come to this
extent,” former teammalte
Kent Hrbek said Monday

night.

“That’s what really hurt
him bad, when he was
forced out of the game,” he
said. “l don’t know if he
ever recovered from it.”

Asked what he would
remember the most from
their playing days, Hrbek
quickly answered, “Just his
smile, his laughter and his
love for the game.”

Puckett was elected to the
Hall of Fame on his first try
in 2001 and thrilled the
crowd in Cooperstown
when he said, “I'm telling
you, anything is possible”
during his induction speech.

llis plaque praised his
“ever-present smile and
infectious exuberance.”

team 2005 record
1 Texas 56-16
2 Clemson 43-23
3 Florida 48-23
4 Georgia Tech 45-19
5 Cal State Fullerton 46-18
] North Caralina 41-19
7 Rice 45-19
8 Qregon State 46-12
9 Tennessee 46-21
10 Missouri 40-23
11 Pepperdine 41-23
12 Tulane 56-12
13 Mississippl State 42-22
14  South Carclina 41-23
15  Florida State 53-20
16  Arizona State 42-25
17  Southern California 41-22
18  Arkansas 39-22
19 Texas Christian 41-20
20  Louisiana State 40-22
21 Fresno State 30-29
22  Long Beach State 37-22
23 Mississippi 48-20
24  North Carolina State 41-19
25 California 34-23

around the dial

MeN’s NCAA BASKETBALL

Pennsylvania at Princeton, 7 p.m. ESPNU

NHL
Colorado at St. Louis, § p.m. OLN

IN BRIEF

Nationals sign lease for
new stadium

WASIIINGTON — Mayor Anthony
A. Williams signed the lease for a
new Washington Nationals’ ballpark
Monday, a day after Major League
Baseball signed the deal.

The lease calls for a ballpark to be
built along the Anacostia River, south
of the Capitol, but limits city spend-
ing on the project to $611 million.

“The signed lease is the green light
we necded to turn this dream into a
reality,” said Williams, touting the
economic benefits of a converting an
industrial area into a ballpark and
entertainment district, “With a revi-
talized southeast, we will reap tens
of millions of dollars in new tax rev-
enue in the coming years.

The signatures of Williams and
members of the District of Columbia
Sports and Intertainment
Commission clear the way lor the
city to sell $535 million in construc-
tion bonds, Williams spokesman

Vince Morris said.

Chief Financial Officer Natwar M.
Gandhi, who was out of town
Monday, will authorize the sale of the
bonds in the next few weeks, Morris
said. The lease will take effect after
the bonds are sold.

Beckett upset over poor
spring outing

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Josh
Beckell refused to make excuses for
a rocky outing in his spring debut for
the Boston Red Sox.

The right-hander, acquired from
Florida in a seven-player trade dur-
ing the olfseason, allowed five runs
in three innings of Boston's 8-7 victo-
ry over the Tampa Bay Devil Rays on
Monday.

Even though it’s only spring train-
ing, Beckett did not take the per-
formance lightly.

“IU's not like I was just out there
trying to throw my pitches. Il [ was
going to do that, I would have just
thrown a 50-pitch bullpen. When I'm

outl there, I'm trying to get people
out,” the 2003 World Series MVDP
said.

“lI wanted to get a feel for these
guys [the Devil Rays], just like they
wanted to get a feel for me. They fell
me pretty good,” he said.

Big Ten NCAA Tournament
bids up in the air

INDIANAPOLIS — Liven as the Big
Ten tournament drew to a close,
questions about the other tourna-
ment were casting a shadow on the
happenings in Conseco Fieldhouse.

The biggest: How many bids will
the conference get when the NCAAs
65-team field is announced next
Monday?

Four teams seem 1o he locks: Ohio
State, the regular-season champ;
Purdue, which advaneed to the title
game; Michigan State, last year's Big
Ten tourney champ and national
runner-up; and Minnesota, the tour-
nament's third seed. All four have
been ranked most of the season,
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NFL

Free agency start
delayed to Friday

NFL owners to meet
today to discuss
new union proposal

Associated Press

NEW YORK — For at least a
few more days, dozens of high-
priced NFL players still have
jobs.

NFL labor talks took a new
twist Sunday night when the
league and its players’ union
agreed to postpone free agency
another 72 hours, giving the
sides more time to work out a
deal on a contract extension.

The decision came just four
hours after negotiations had
broken off, leaving many veter-
ans in danger of becoming
salary-cap casualties. Owners
will meet [today] in Dallas to
decide whether they want to
take the union’s latest offer.

Free agency originally was
supposed to start Friday, but
was pushed back to 12:01 a.m.
Monday. Now, it’s set to begin at
12:01 a.m. Thursday.

In the meantime, the deadline
for teams to get under the salary
cap also was delayed.

That gave the Oakland Raiders
a reprieve — they thought they’d
be forced to release quarterback
Kerry Collins, saving $9.2 mil-
lion in cap space. The New York
Jets cut center Kevin Mawae,
who is 35 and missed the final
10 games last season with a tri-
ceps injury.

And according to an official
with knowledge of the deal, line-
backer LaVar Arrington agreed
to a buyout of his contract with
the Washington Redskins, the
team believed to be in the most
cap trouble. The team said the
departure of the three-time Pro
Bowler would provide “much
needed salary cap relief.”

Other big names also could go
if teams iry 1o squeeze under a
salary cap of $94.5 million. If a
deal is reached, the cap could go
as much as $10 million higher
— in other words, allowing
teams to keep some of the play-
ers.

Amid all the labor back-and-
forth came news that running
back Shaun Alexander was stay-
ing put: The league’s MVP
agreed to return to the NFC
champion Seattle Seahawks for
$62 million over eight years,
with $15.1 guaranteed, accord-
ing to his agent, Jim Steiner.

The union broke off Sunday’s
bargaining session.

“The talks ended afler the NFL
gave us a proposal which pro-
vided a percentage of revenues

for the players which would be
less than they received over the
last 12 years,” said Gene
Upshaw, executive director of
the NFL Players Association.
“After suggesting we extend the
waiver deadline from six o’clock
to 10 this evening, they gave us
a new proposal which was
worse than their prior offer.
Quite naturally, we rejected that
proposal and saw no need to
continue meeting.”

But Harold Henderson, the
NFL’s executive vice president
for labor relations, said the
union rejected a proposal that
would have added $577 million
for players in 2006 compared to
2005 and $1.5 billion in the six
years of the extension.

“It’s an unfortunate situation
for the players, the fans and the
league,” Henderson said.

After a conference call
between owners and league offi-
cials, including commissioner
Paul Tagliabue, the league
announced the extension.

“The NFL and the NFL Players
Association have agreed to
extend the start of the 2006
league year for 72 hours — until
12:01 a.m., EST, Thursday,
March 9 — in order to allow the
NFL clubs to meet in Dallas on
Tuesday to consider the NFL
Players Association’s offer,” the
NFL said.

Shortly afterward, Upshaw
said: “The NFL negotiators
called us tonight after our nego-
tiations broke off to indicate that
they will take our complete
package to the owners for an
approval vote on Tuesday.”

“We have therefore agreed to
extend the free agency deadline
until midnight Wednesday in
order to provide time for that
vote to be accomplished,” he
said.

These negotiations were by far
the most difficult since the NFL
and the union first agreed to
free agency and a salary cap in
1992, ending years of labor
unrest that included player
strikes in 1982 and 1987. The
contract has been extended sev-
eral times since then, most of
the time with ease.

Even now, the contract doesn’t
expire until 2008, but this would
be the last year of a salary cap
— 2007 would be uncapped,
which could lead to wild spend-
ing by some teams and little by
others, creating a haves/have-
not situation similar to the one
in baseball.

One reason these talks were
more difficult is that the players
asked for a change in the sys-
tem.
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NFL

Seahawks, Alexander
sign record contract

Pro Bow! running
back inks eight-year,
$62 million deal

Associated Press

KIRKLAND, Wash. — The
criticism followed Shaun
Alexander.

He didn’t run hard between
the tackles. He avoided hits, Tle
wouldn’t block blitzing line-
backers or catch passes out of
the backfield.

Seahawks president Tim
Ruskell heard it all, but never
let it influence his opinion of
the Pro Bowl running back.
Ruskell wanted to see
Alexander for himselfl during
the 2005 season and determine
his future value to the
Seahawks.

Alexander became the NFL
MVP and his reward was the
richest running back contract
in NFL history — an eight-year,
$62 million deal with the NFC
champions he signed on
Monday.

“We all know Shaun can
score touchdowns and rush for
a lot of yards and that’s a great
thing for a running back. But
we talked ... about the little
things,” Ruskell said during a
press conference at team head-
quarters on Monday.

“To Shaun’s credit, he
improved in all of those areas,
and that’s a credit to him and
that's another big reason while
we are here today.”

Alexander’s agent, Jim

Steiner, told The Associated
Press on Sunday night that the
contract includes over $15.1
million in guaranteed cash,

De

through signing and other
bonuses and 2006 base salary.
The $62 million total exceeds
the eight-year, $60 million con-
tract LaDainian Tomlinson
signed with the San Diego
Chargers in 2004.

“This contract is truly a
blessing. To be the highest paid
running back ever is quite an
honor,” Alexander said. “It'’s
pretty good.”

Always jovial, Alexander
talked about making multiple
Super Bowl trips with the
Seahawks. Once a deal was
reached Sunday night,
Alexander began text messag-
ing with rookie linebacker Lofa
Tatupu and talked with quar-
terback Maitt Hasselbeck about
getting to next year’s Super
Bowl in Miami.

But Alexander also acknowl-
edged he probably could have
made more by leaving Seatile
as a free agent. Alexander con-
sistently stated his intention
was to stay put and stuck by
his word.

“Everybody knew this is my
city,” Alexander said. “I wanted
to play here and my goal when

I first got here was to do stuff

Seattle had never seen before.

“It’s really simple. When you
have good people and every-
body is going after the same
things, it’s easy to make the
decision about coming in.”

It was widely assumed
Alexander would command
over $20 million in guarantees
— given that last offseason
Seattle sprang for a $16 million
bonus to re-sign Hasselbeck
and another $20 million-plus in
bonuses to keep perennial Pro
Bowl tackle Walter Jones.

The Office of Student Affairs'is now accepting
nominations for the

nny Moore

Award

For Excellence in
Journalism

Candidates must be seniors who exemplify the
qualities for which Denny Moore was known,
including personal integrity and character,
commitment to Notre Dame, and writing ability.

Candidates may be nominated by faculty, staff,
or fellow students. |

For a nomination form, please visit our website at:

http://osa.nd.edu

NASCAR

New Hall of Fame site set

Chairman chooses
Charlotte as city to
enshrine top racers

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. —
NASCAR's first 1all of Fame will
be built in downtown Charlotte,
within miles of the garages and
sprawling mansions that make
the region an epicenter of the
sport.

The selection of Charlotte for
the site of the $107.5 million
hall ended a yearlong race fea-
turing four other cities. The hall
is expected to lure hundreds of
thousands of NASCAR fans
annually, and officials hope it
will open in 2009.

“In the end, you look at what’s
going to be best in the long
run,” NASCAR chairman Brian
France told a crowd of about
1,000 people at the city’s con-
vention center Monday.

The remaining finalists were
Daytona Beach, Fla., and
Atlanta. Richmond, Va., and
Kansas City, Kan., were elimi-

. nated earlier.

“As a guy, I'm disappointed.
They decided to marry the girl
next door,” Georgia Gov. Sonny
Perdue said. “We had a lot to
offer. It could have been a great
marriage.”

Robin Braig, president of
Daytona International
Speedway, added: “It would've
been a great show for us, but
we’ll rebound from it.”

Sports marketing experts have
described the hall as a once-in-
a-geneceration opportunity to
spur tourism among NASCAR’s
famously loyal fan base.

Charlotte’s proximity to the
heart of the sport was cited
repealedly by supporters.

Nominations are due by Thursday, March 9, 2006.

Lowe’s Motor Speedway in sub-
urban Concord is home to the
longest race on the Nextel Cup
circuit, the Memorial Day week-
end Coca-Cola 600, and has
long hosted NASCAR’s annual
all-star race.

Nearly all the top race teams
are headquariered in the com-
munities north of the cily, and
many top drivers own luxury
condominiums in downtown
Charlotie or palatial homes on
nearby Lake Norman. Dale
Earnhardt Jr., one of the most
popular drivers, lives nearby
and has said Charlotte should
gel the hall.

In billboards and bumper
stickers distributed as part of
the city’s campaign for the hall,
officials boasted, “Racing was
built here. Racing belongs here”
and “We Eat, Sleep & Breathe
Racing.”

Felix Sabates, who with fellow |

team owner Rick Hendrick
helped spearhead Charlotte’s
campaign, said the deal was
completed Friday. Officials were

expecied to take the package to
the city council for approval at a
Monday evening meeting.

Charlotte touted its proposal
with architectural drawings by
.M. Pei, noted designer of the
famous pyramid addition to the
Louvre in Paris and the cast
wing of Washington’s National
Gallery. Those drawings are
dominated by a banked curve
that encircles the building,
evoking the shape of a speed-
way.

From one corner of the build-
ing, a latlicework tower embla-
zoned with the NASCAR logo
rises, reminiscent of the towers
that display race standings from
the infield of most speedways.

Under NASCAR’s deal with
Charlotte, ground is to be bro-
ken by the spring of 2007, with
opening scheduled for no later
than March 31, 2010.

The hall is to be owned by the
city of Charlotte and operated
by its convention and visitors
bureau under a contract with
NASCAR that runs into 2038.

Academic Freedom
at a Catholic University

A Notre Dame Faculty Forum

Wednesday, March 8, 2006
141 DeBartolo Hall
3:00 — 5:00 p.rm.

Speakers:

Fr. James Heft
University Professor of
Faith and Culture
Chancellor, University of Dayton

Jonathan Knight
Director, Program in Academic
Freedom and Tenure,
American Association of
University Professors

General discussion will follow
Al feeculny and students are welcome to attend.

Sponsored by the University of Notre Dame Faculty
Senate

bonjovims@AOL.com

M ry

We wish you a
Bon Jovi St. Patrick's Day
FHOOROHOHHHDACDEE
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NCAA MEN’Ss BASKETBALL

Seahawks, Gaels earn automatic bids to tourney

Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — With a 23-
point lead whittled to almost
nothing, North Carolina-
Wilmington's T.J. Carter put it
upon himself to take control.

Carter scored 12 of his 23
points in the final three minutes
Monday night, including 10-
straight to provide a comfort
zone, and the Seahawks beat
Hofstra 78-67 to win their
fourth Colonial Athletic
Association championship in
seven years.

“I kind of had to make plays,”
the junior guard said. “That’s
my job here. That’s what coach
puts me out there to do. (My
teammates) stepped up for me
for 37 minutes, grinding it out,
playing tough defense,

rebounding the ball and making

plays.”

The Seahawks (25-7) earned
the league’s automatic berth in
the NCAA tournament, and left
Hofstra and co-league champi-
on George Mason hoping for at-
large invitations.

In victory, Wilmingion also

had something of a told-you-so’

smile, having felt overlooked all
weekend while Hofstra and
George Mason’s NCAA hopes
were dissected.

Both are ahead of the
Seahawks in the Ratings
Percentage Index, but the
Seahawks and Patriots shared
the regular season title, and
Wilmington was the top seed.

“We had a little chip on our
shoulder all weekend,” coach
Brad Brownell said. “Very few
people were talking about us,
so we felt like we had to play

’

our way in.

“We did that tonight.”

For the Seahawks seniors,
most of whom were bit players
when Wilmington last won the
tournament title in 2003, the
victory was verification of their
excellence.

“If we wouldn’t have done
this, they would have said,
“Yeah, they were a great team,
but they couldn’t win a champi-
onship,” forward Beckham
Myrick said.

lona 80, St. Peter’'s 61

Steve Burtt scored 28 points,
leading lona over St. Peter’s in
the Metro Atlantic Athletic
Conference championship game
Monday night and clinching the
Gaels’ eighth NCAA tournament
berth.

Ricky Soliver shook off early

foul trouble, scoring 12 for
Iona, which won its conference-
leading seventh MAAC title and
first since 2001 — the last time
the Gaels qualified for the
NCAA tournament. Kiril
Wachsmann added 11 points
and 12 rebounds and Burtt was
named the tournament’s MVP.
At 23-7, the Gaels have pro-
duced their most victories in a
season since winning 27 in
1997-98, a year before coach
Jeff Ruland took over. Burtt,
who has 2,011 career points,
became only the second Iona
player to reach the 2,000-point
plateau. The other was his
father Steve Burtt Sr., who
scored 2,534 in the early 1980s.
For Sti. Peter’s, Keydren
Clark’s magnificent tournament
run ended with the senior
guard scoring 25 points to lead

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WiITH PLUTO
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the Peacocks (17-15), who came
out flat, a result of playing their

-fourth game in four nights.

Besides leading St. Peter’s to
its first MAAC championship
game appearance since 1999,
the senior guard scored 95
points in four games — passing
both Oscar Robertson and
Hersey Hawkins — and finishes
with 3,058 career points to
rank sixth on the NCAA scoring
list.

Clark and Burtt were the con-
ference’s two most prolific
guards this season and also
happened to be teammates at
New York City’'s Rice High
School.

Raul Orta added 13 points for
St. Peter’s, which dropped to 2-
4 in MAAC championship
games — it’s last win coming in
1995.
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Quinn

continued from page 20

points in a double-overtime road
loss Lo Pittsburgh Jan. 4.

“I'The recognition is| very well
deserved,” Irish coach Mike Brey
said in a teleconference Monday
morning. “[I'm} really happy for
1Quinn|. He's
been such a key
for us. I don’t

“IChris Quinn’s] been

honor since the Irish joined the
Big East in 1995. Before Quinn
and Carroll, forward Ryan
Humphreys was selected in
2002, forward Troy Murphy
earned the award in 2001, 2000
and 1999 and so did forward Pat
Garrity in 1997 and 1996.

Quinn led Notre Dame 1o a 15-
12 overall record and a 6-10
mark in the Big East this season.
The Irish strug-
gled out of the
gate, falling to

think . th.o, such a key for us. I don’t 1-8 in their first
coaches in this . : . . nine league
league ... are think the coaches in this  games.  But
really shocked.” league ... are really Quinn helped

Quinn joins shocked.” Notre Dame

Douby, Toye,
Villanova guard
Allan Ray,
Cincinnati for-
ward Eric
Hicks, Connecticut forward Rudy
Gay, Marquette forward Steve
Novak, Pittsburgh forward Aaron
Gray, Syracuse guard Gerry
McNamara, West Virginia for-
ward Kevin Pittsnogle and guard
Mike Gansey
as the 11 play-
ers named to
the first team.

Gay, Foye,
Ray and Novak
were all unani-
mous picks,
chosen by all
eligible Big
East coaches.
Coaches were
not allowed to
select players
from their own teams,

Brey informed Quinn Monday
morning he was sclected to the
all-conference team. Quinn said
he does not think about personal
statistics but acknowledged the
magnitude of the selection.

“It's real cool, it's a tremendous
honor for me to be mentioned
with the great players of this
year and the great players of the
past,” Quinn said,

Quinn joins an elite level of
Notre Dame players to earn this

Mike Brey

“It’s a tremendous honor
Jor me to be mentioned
with the great players of
the year and the great
players of the past.”

Chris Quinn
Irish point guard

turn around its
season, as the
Irish went 5-2
in their last
seven games —
earning the final Big East tourna-
ment seed.

“A lot of teams might have
faded away,” Quinn said. “Over
the secason, there have been
tough times when we've really
been down as
a group, bul
we've had to
battle back
and get ready
for the next
game. So
being resilient
is very impor-
tant for our
group.”

Quinn was
careful not to
let Monday's
announcement distract him from
his primary focus. Notre Dame is
playing Georgetown in the No. 5-
seed vs. No. 12-seed match up at
Madison Square Garden in New
York City at 2 p.m. Wednesday.

“They're a great team and
they’ve had a heck of a year,”
Quinn said of Georgetown.
“Wednesday's all about our team
and [our] playing well.”

Contact Bobby Griffin at
rgriffi3@nd.edu

NCAA MEN’s BASKETBALL

Zags hold off Lions” upset bid

Gonzaga beats Loyola Marymount, 68-67, for WCC Championship

Associated Press

SPOKANE, Wash. — J.P.
Batista’s tip-in gave No. 4
Gonzaga the lead late and
Loyola Marymount's Chris
Ayer missed a layup at the
buzzer to give the Bulldogs a
68-67 on Monday night in the
West Coast Conference tourna-
ment final.

The Zags (27-3) earned their
eighth-consecutive trip to the
NCAA tournament, but they
would have made it even had
they lost. Loyola Marymount
(12-18) was trying to win their
way in and had a great chance
to pull the upset.

Trailing by one, the Lions
inbounded the ball with 10.6
seconds left and the Gonzaga
defense bottled up Brandon
Worthy in the corner. e [ound
Ayer’s underneath, but he
rushed the shot and missed
badly.

Despite poor shooting,
Gonzaga won the WCC tourna-
ment for the third straight
time and seventh of the past
eight. But it was the first time
the event was held in Spokane.

Adam Morrison led all scor-
ers with 23 points, but made
only six of 18 field goals.
Batista, playing with an
injured leg, added 13 points
and 10 rebounds.

Loyola Marymount was play-
ing in the WCC title game for
the first time in 17 years. They
won in 1988 and 1989, behind
Hank Gathers and Bo Kimble.
It was in the semifinals of the
league tournament in 1990
that Gathers collapsed on the
court and died.

Gonzaga has won 18 games

AP

Gonzaga forward Adam Morrison celebrates the Bulldogs 68-
67 win over Loyola Marymount Tuesday.

in a row, tied with George
Washington for longest streak
in the nation. Gonzaga has
also won 40 straight home
games, easily the longest
streak in the nation, and they
are 28-0 in the 2-year-old
McCarthey Athletic Center
Loyola Marymount led by
eight at halftime, and went on
a 12-2 run to take a 48-33
lead with 13:36 left on
Worthy’s steal and layup and

Wes Wardrop's jumper.

Gonzaga replied with a 16-2
run and Morrison’s layup, his
first basket of the second half,
cut Loyola’s lead to 50-49 with
7:37 lefl.

David Pendergraft’s two free
throws tied the game at 53.

John Illaywood’'s long
jumper, Loyola's first field goal
in seven minutes, gave the
Lions a 55-53 lead with 6:38
left.

CLUB SPORTS

Squash standout Zhang loses twice in Amherst

Cycling travels to Ohio State; sailing finishes 10th in Florida; women’s ultimate earns three wins in West Lafayette

Special to the Observer

James Zhang, the first
Notre Dame player to qualify
for the national singles
championships, dropped two
matches this weekend at the
championships in Amherst,
Mass.

The two losses were the
first for Zhang, as he com-
pleted his season record at
13-2 and led the Irish to
their first national team
championship in their divi-
sion two weeks ago.

Zhang dropped his opening
round match to Trevor Rees
of Yale, 3-0, and then lost his
consolation match to
Northwestern's Ed Gadient,
3-0.

Zhang will return next year
to lead the Irish in team
competition and attempt to
qualily again for the nation-
als.

Cycling

Seven cyclists represented
Notre Dame at the Ohio State
[nvitational Road Race and
Criterium this weekend.

The team members weore
Mike Lavery, Geoff Gisler,
Matt Prygoski, Tim Campbell,
Andy  Steves, Meghan
Johnson and Ty Baker.

Saturday’s Road Race — a
hilly 20-mile loop through
Zaleski State Forest —
slowed all but the strongest
riders in the race. Steves and
Baker, racing in the Mens C
category, completed one lap
of the course and finished
23rd and 34th, respectively,
in a field of 84 riders.

The rest of the men raced
in the B category, completing
two loops of the course.

In a field of 81 riders,
Lavery placed 15th, Prygoski
17th and Campbell 29th.
Geoffl Gisler finished No. 52
after getting knocked off his
bike by a reckless rider
about 35 miles into the race.

Ille suffered only minor
scrapes and bruises, but a
cracked helmet prevented
him from racing in the
Criterium on Sunday.

Meghan Johnson placed
32nd among 47 riders in the
Women’s B race.

Sunday’s Criterium was a
half-mile square loop in
Dublin, Ohio. Once again,
Steves and Baker raced in
the Men's C Division.

The main field broke apart

quickly after about half of

the riders were caught
behind an early crash. Both
Steves and Baker were

caught in the back halfl of

riders and were eventually
pulled from the race.

A similar fate struck
Johnson in the Women’s B
race as well.

Sixty racers entered the

Men’s B race, including
Lavery, Prygoski and
Campbell.

The leaders maintained a
fast pace of 25 miles per
hour for the 45-minute race
on the tight track.

Although final results are
not yet posted, it is believed
Lavery and Prygoski are
among the top-20 and
Campbell among the top-30.

Sailing

Six members of the Irish
squad headed south this
weekend for a break from
the snow to sail in the
Eckerd Invitational hosted by
Eckerd College in St.
Petersburg, Fla. Twelve
teams from five districts
competed in the regatta,
where the Irish took 10th.

Winds built steadily from
five 1o 15 knots for
Saturday’'s 18 races, and
sophomores John Dailey and
Caroline Nally began the
regatia with a strong pres-
ence, taking ecighth in their
second race in the A division.

Sophomore Chris May and

junior Amy Becker followed
with a fifth-place finish in
their second race in the B
division.

Conditions on Sunday
began with winds around
twelve knots, which slowly
lightened as the last six
races of the regatta were
completed. But the dying
winds did not hurt the Irish
performance. Sophomore
Tim Roy and junior Kathryn
Hoodecheck finished third in
the last two races to close
out the team’s events

Notre Dame finished ahead
of follow MCSA representa-
tive Ohio University and
close behind Miami (Ohio).

Ultimate

The women’s squad trav-
eled to West Lafayette, Ind.
Sunday to face sectional
rivals Purdue, Indiana and
Northwestern.

The Irish took control of
the tournament and posted
sirong wins against all three
teams.

Although snow started just
about the time as the games,
all the teams toughed out the
cold and played hard.

After trading points with
Northwestern, Notre Dame
took a two-point lead into
hall.

Notre Dame keptl up the
intensity at the start of the
next half and won the game
8-6. Junior Jeannie Joekel
played stellar defense and
made numerous leaping
deflections.

The second game pitted the
women against Indiana, a
team looking for revenge
after losing to the Irish at the
Mardi Gras tournament the
past weekend in Baton
Rouge.

The Irish were unfazed and
kept the disc moving on
offense. The 9-3 Irish victory
featured a sensational layout
bid for a score from sopho-
more Libby Whiting.

The final game was against
nationally-ranked Purduec.

Notre Dame took a quick
lead 3-1 and held on for the
remainder of the game, win-
ning 8-3. '

Senior Chrissy lledges
made some hot forehand
passes to the end zone, con-
necting with fellow senior
Chris Dube and sophomore
Loretta Brown for scores.

Senior Kasey Farrell's key
defensive stops and lay out
for a score highlighted the
contest.

The Irish will travel to
Atlanta next weekend Lo play
in the College Terminus,
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Indiana

continued from page 20

against the Big Ten this season,
with its lone defeat coming to
perennial powerhouse Illinois.
Indiana is 5-5, with an 0-2 con-
ference record.

“We know them,” Bayliss said.
“We anticipate another close
match, a competitive maich,
which it usually is in this series.”

The match will be in stark cli-
mate contrast to Notre Dame’s
last competition.

Bayliss sent the team to the La
Jolla Beach and Tennis Club in
La Jolla, Calif., this weekend to
compete in the Pacific Coast
Doubles Tournament, an open
event that draws professional
and collegiate players. ’

Although no teams managed
10 advance past the third round
of the 128-team draw, Bayliss
was pleased with their perform-
ance, which will not count for
players’ collegiate records.

“Our top 3 teams all made it
into the round of 32 but all of
them lost in that round, and a
couple of them had really close
matches,” Bayliss said.

Ryan Keckley and Barry King,
who are ranked No. 51 in the

national standings, earned a
first-round bye in the tourna-
ment and beat a team from San
Diego State before losing 3-6, 6-
3, 7-6 (7-4) in a tiebreaker.

“We had good matches, got
exposed to a lot of good tennis,
got to practice with some guys
from other teams as well,”
Bayliss said.

Sheeva Parbhu and Brett
Helgeson also had a first-round
bye and highlighted the second
round with a win over USC.
They also lost a three-set match
in the third round, with a score
of 6-7, 6-4, 7-5.

Eric Langenkamp and
Andrew Roth also lost in the
third round to Stanford.

Stephen Bass and Santiago
Montoya lost in the second
round, as did Patrick Buchanan,
who played with former Hoosier
player Scott Lippitt.

“It was a really good experi-
ence for us,” Bayliss said. “The
La lloya Beach and Tennis Club
is a terrific place to host an
event — it’s right on the Pacific
Ocean. The courfs are in great
shape. The competition was
great. It was everything we
wanted it to be.”

Contact Kate Gales at
kgales@nd.edu

Face off

continued from page 20

But that's not to say
Clagett’s only talent is win-
ning face-offs — he can play
defense, too. Corrigan is
confident in the sophomore’s
abilities at midfield but
mindful of his specific duties
— especially after reserve
face-off man senior Steve
Panos was unavailable for
last Saturday’s 9-6 loss to
Cornell due

one assist, he scored two

-goals, the second in a 14-13

overtime triumph over Air
Force.

The lack of a title for
Clagett’s face-off role is rep-
resentative of the blue collar,
lunch-pail attitude required
for the position, Corrigan
said.

“Every good face-off guy is
very tough,” the coach said.
“It’s a position where you get
bounced around and hit, and
you’ve got to concentrate on
getting the ball.”

Toughness

to injury. wasn' 1t

“He’s a exactly what
good defen- “I watch film to see my drew Clagett
e play: 4nponent to see what move :ioorfhe posi-
Corrigan they're doing, to see whatl "Before
said of can do to counter.” going on to

Panos, the
Irish’s

captain ath-
letic power-

groundball T‘aylor _CI‘_’gett h ouse
leader (64) Irish midfielder DeMatha
for 2005. Catholic

“But we

don’t want

to wear him out playing too
much defense.”

Opponents can not over-
look Clagett’s offensive abili-
ties, as well.

Last season, in addition to

High School

in Maryland

to a national lacrosse rank-

ing, Clagett was just a soph-

omore high school lacrosse

player looking for a way out
of grueling drills.

“[My high school] coach

said that everyone who
wanted to try facing-off did-
n't have to do sprints,”
Clagett said.

Turns out he was just the
tough guy his coach was
looking for.

“l guess it kind of worked
oul for me,” Clagett said.

Now that he’s at Notre
Dame, though, the break
from workouts is over.

“lI run with the rest of the
team and do all the same
lifts,” he said. “I also do a lot
of 1ift curls and forearm
curls. You need strong fore-
arms to face-off.”

And Corrigan and Clagett
both believe the sophomore’s
diligence before the game
separates him from his oppo-
nents during the game.

“l watch film to see my
opponent to see what move
they're doing, to see what I
can do to counter,” he said.
“You've got to make sure
you’re familiar with the
move, perfecting technique.”

That kind of work ethic
makes Clagett one of the
best face-off men in the
country.

Contact Tim Dougherty at
tdougher@nd.edu

Recruit

continued from page 20

said. “Notre Dame is not only
strong [in athletics], it's one of the
best academic schools in the coun-
try.”
Mike Frank of IrishEyes.com, a
Web site on the Scout.com recruit-
ing network, said he felt Nagel’s

focus on grades as well as football
likely helped him earn the schol-
arship offer.

“Any time you're going to have a
guy that can get it done in the
classroom, it makes him an attrac-
tive target as well,” Frank said. “I

think it certainly helps giving him
an offer to have such a great situ-
ation academically — a guy who

gets his work done.”

But Frank said the reason Weis
offered Nagel a scholarship was

likely his prowess on the field.
“When it’s all
said and done,
he still got the
offer because
he’s a very,
very good foot-
ball player,”
Frank said.
“He’s a guy that
flies to the foot- Nagel
ball, likes to hit people and is a
real aggressive player. He has

‘scout.com

very, very good speed. He makes
his turn well left and right. He has
very good lateral movement. That
will make him a very good line-
backer.”

Nagel said Weis complimented
his speed and ability to hit when
the two met this Saturday.

“He’s just going to get bigger
[and] stronger,” Frank said of
Nagel. “He’s a guy that can run
with a lot of players. He’s a guy
who definitely is going to increase

your athletic ability and speed at
the linebacker position.”

Nagel received offers from 11
other schools, including Purdue,
Boston College, Michigan State
and Stanford.

“T've been to Notre Dame about
five times,” he said. “I love the
campus, the atmosphere ... every-
thing.”

Contact Ken Fowler at
kfowler1@nd.edu

—
e} 21 4
2006

Registration has opened for the 2006
Edition of the Bookstore Basketball

Go Online to
www.nd.edu/~bkstr and

follow the simple
instructions to register
your team today!

Tournament!!!

Be a part of the World’s Largest 5-on-5
Outdoor Basketball Tournament! All
skill levels and intensity levels are
encouraged and invited to join in this
great Notre Dame community tradition!

**Registration ends 11:59 PM on March 19"#*

N
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JOCKULAR

ALEC WHITE & ERIK POWERS

(I got an “F" on my theo paper! My
professor wrote on the title page
that she'd olready read enough.

[ "The Sorin Chapel:
A

Good Place to Hold Mass." ‘

(Well, what T wrote could be true, too. ]
1

HENRI ARNOLD
MIKE ARGIRION

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

JUMBLE

I guess it depends on how Unscramble these four Jumbles, one
2./ ‘ l you show a sign of peace. letter to each square, (" Tell them to go N
Um. I think to form four ordinary words. back to slee
you're missing an p .
"M" here, buddy.
THYAS
Y Y )
N A A/
©2005 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
LEBIE
8 28
N/ N/
ADAM FAIRHOLM
CROISSANTWORLD GRONTS WHAT THE KING
( VR 7N EXPERIENCED
' ' ' | WHEN HE WAS
WHAT ARE Nou INOU KNOW MONY., [ITAATS VERN || SAY, HOWD you |l S HEN ¥iDs! How A A \__ NED BY THE
DOING, MONK? ||JOU KNOW WHAT || PROFOUND || T MONEN TO || MANY WANS CAN oA — Awéégrzsrggg
£ " "
5 | LEARNED? V'VE|ITED. LETS || Do THIS7 |l Nou EAT POTATOES 77 EURUFT y
OH,Un, HL LEARNED (TS5 BE FRIENDSI 43 POTATOE SSS oA~ B RN 7 Now arrange the circled letters
- b . to form the surprise answer, as
Hi FR.TED. |[NOT THE SIZE OF P €Ut THE N AN N suggested by the above cartoon.
Vo ud THE BuwDING {INES. DINING HALLD
BUILDING A NAMED' AFTER, FUNDING, BUT 2 Al Y Y Y Y Y or “(\ YV YV <
LIBRARY. [INOU TS WHATS I DID SOME A N A A
" COLOR ... INSIDE .. DAMAGE {Answers tomorrow)
CONTRoL..
H AMBR(}ER‘ sl o e , Jumbles: SCARY BRINY PAUPER THRASH
T Saturday's Answer:  When the robber was caught on the staps, the
cops said it was — A STAIR “CASE"
CROSSWORD wiLL SHOrRTZ | HOROSCOPE EUGENIA LAST
ACROSS 34 Mustard city 67 Compos mentis [T 12 |8 |2 |5 6 |7 8 |° 10 i1 [12 |3 CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Eli Marienthal, 20; Shaquille O'Neal,
1 It may be played 37 Sleigh pullers 68 Struck forcefully - - 34; D.L. Hughley, 43; Rob Reiner, 59
. X . 14 1
in elevators 38 10 C-notes 69 Kind of vision Happy Birthday: Don't sit there wasting all the wonderful things available to you
: b
6 MGM 39 Anthem with 70 Spotted T : S -- put the melancholy attitude to rest. Motivation is all it will take to make your life
8
co-founder bOIthEngliih 71 San Rafael's bellgr.]/]\ %(;oq,(l)wélzl :;lad a smile on your face will go a long way. Your numbers
10 Soldier who's and Frenc county 70 7 o2 53 are 8, 11, 15, 26, 34,
nowhere to be lyrics . . e
found 41 Preordain DOWN [ = 1P 2nd organize everyons around you. Make some chann Tt Sl Bl you out
14 queelsglrved 43 Manatge without 1 Not the most o - VR B financially. Get serious about who you want in your life and who is just wasting
with a ladle assistance rewarding work your time, **¥*
15 Pro"s o’ppositg 44 Jacqb‘s twin 2 Communications |IEEGEG—_G = = TdA’Ul?!JS)(;xprlzllﬁ(l-May 20'):1th{ can];%;)‘lfor inlcrv?sl\ags“tlin& )l(;( s/l{pcrior.: abqul'
16 Waiter’s offering 46 Hosiery brand officer on “Star advancement or talk your way into a completely new position al work. An opportunity
) o - is likely to come through an old associate or someone you have met through a group
17 Psychologist 47 Psychologist’s Trek 39 40 g 42 you once belonged to. ***
sweethearts? fast-food order? 3 Sharply piquant GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You may be a little confused about what you should
19 Sea dog 50 Grope 4 Pond organism 43 44 45 46 do next -- torn between taking on something new and perhaps learning a new skill.
iar’ Both will be to your benefit and you will realize that you are quite capable of doing
20 These canbe 51 Actor Stephen 5 Glazier'soven = 76 49 both, ***
,Ynal " 52 “Now | see! 6 W.C. ; CANCER (June 21-July 22): There is not enough information being handed down
21" __ Angel’ 55 __, amas, 7 Erstwhile 51 52 [53 |54 to enable you to make a decision. Give yourself time to think and for circumstances
(1960 #1 hit) amat ... 8 “To be,” in Tours to unfold a little further before you proceed. Focus on love instead and enjoy
23 Deli loaf 57 The Tower of 9 Smart aleck 58 59 [60 |61 yourself for a change. ***
24 Manila __ London was one qg Wake-up times LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Consider three arcas of your life that are in need of change
Ri f 59 “Laughing” ! 65 and do something about it. Your philosophic beliefs are expanding and this will
25 Ring or ugning for short bring you greater freedom. A financial plan can be put into play. Don't bend to
frangipani an'.mals 11 Gets tiresome 3 personal pressure. ****
blossoms 62 Atticful 12 Sole VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Not everything will unfold the way you want. Someone
27 Lender terms: 64 What a 13 Accompaniment 71 you thought you could trust will mislead you. Get to the bottom of things by asking
i . questions. If the person you are talking to becomes nervous, move on, **
Abbr. psychologist for a madrigal : . 2 X o
29 How a does at midnight 18 1952 Olympics Puzzie by David Sullivan Lll:Rt;\l()Slept.l 2115-0ct 22):11You vlvnl‘ldb'c Wl:|l||ng‘;(: lry mlw l‘hil‘n%s‘.l -Y(bu]r:lzl.hl‘f"m
psychologist in a motel pool? site 40 Far from elite 52 Choice words 58 “Fine by me” contribute 1o whatever you get involved i will lead 1o greater respect and leadership.

might start over? 66 Helper

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE

22 “Morning
Edition" airer

26 Punctuation
used for stress

o[LT[VI[ERNCIo[R]AMRIAIN]K
NATDTTABNAIVIEIREAILIEIE] 28 Wicker material
TIW[E[N|T|Y[S[E[V[E[N[D[O]W[N] 29 Melted-cheese
o[N[AflD[o[ T[N o[N[E[T]o]|  dish
STTTa SIANIE 30 ngetlc strand
T]0[P[R[T]G|H]|T[C[O[RIN]E|R] 3! Winover
DIATVITIT EIVTERS EAU32NewYearsEve
E[C[ANIRS[A[X[E[SERLIEIV]T pa""j?iit,i
NOE BLNEGE WIDENSSShadeSy
L[A[S|T[W[O[R[DJA[C[RIO[SISIM 54 Romove. as a
RITIT|ABNG[A[T|N hat
S|LIA]I]N E[AISITHMAILIII 35 Cake decorator
ClE[N[T[E[R]|O|F Tis G[RITID] 36 Best-selling
U|N|D|O AlR|T|E RIE|G|A]|L “Workout” video
Mo[A[NEME[S[SEMS[TIOIRIY] maker

42 H. Rider
Haggard novel

53 Half of

¢ . 60 Polite response
Hispaniola

from a ranch

45 American or 54 Poplar tree hand
Swiss 55 ‘Cleans like a 61 Humorist

48 M.D, eq. white tornado” Bombeck

brand

49E. J. __ Jr, -
longtime writer 56 1960's Tv's & Critical
for The New “The Ghost and 65 Composer
Yorker Mrs, " Rorem

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.20 a minute; or, with a
credit card, 1-800-814-5554.

Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.
Online subscriptions: Today's puzzie and more than 2,000
past puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($34.95 a year).
Share tips: nytimes.com/puzzieforum. Crosswords for young
solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Taking on an unusual project will open up your mind to a host of new and unique
individuals. *****

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Engage in things that include people you find
motivating, creative and easy to work with. Utilize your talents and you will end
up finding your way through any confusion you have about your future, ***
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You may feel like everyone is out to get you
but that's not the case. People just don't want you to make a mistake you might
regret later. Talk 10 a close friend or relative you trust, ***

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Your associates will treat you differently if you
can step outside your rigid way of doing business. Show your ability to try new
things. Innovation is what will sell your ideas. ***

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): A chance to move lorward with someone you
really care about is looking good. Don't push but do put your offer out there. If you
are kind, generous and patient, everything clse will fall into place, *****
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You may be fooling yourself but you aren't fooling
anyone else. Be honest with yourself if you want things to work in your favor,
Money matters can be resolved it you are willing to move on and do something
that really counts, **

Birthday Baby: You are a drecamer with lots of innovative ideas. You are capable
of great things and intent on following Your own path. You act quickly and tend
to change direction midstream.

Eugenia's Web sites: astroadvice.com for fun, cugenialust.com for confidential consultations
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- FooTBALL RECRUITING

Chicago-area recruit gives Notre Dame verbal commitment

By KEN FOWLER
Sports Writer

Notre Dame landed its second
verbal commitment for the class of
2011 Saturday when Chicago-area
recruit Aaron Nagel (Lemont, Il1.}
accepted a scholarship offer from
head coach Charlie Weis to play
outside linebacker.

“It’s always been my dream
since 1 was a little kid to go to
Notre Dame,” Nagel said in a tele-
phone interview with The
Observer Monday. “I was hoping
for [the offer], but I wasn't expect-
ing it.”

Nagel said he came to Notre
Dame this weekend to meet with
Weis and discuss his chances of
getting a scholarship offer from

|3
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the Irish.

“[Assistant] Coach [Rob] lanello,
who is the recruiting coordinator
for my area, told me Coach Weis
wanted to sit down with me and
get to know me,” Nagel said. “He
said 1 probably wouldn’t get an
offer until I attended a camp
there. When he offered me, I was
so excited.”

Nagel has lined up at running

back, wide receiver, linebacker
and safety for Lemont High
School, much in the mold of cur-
rent Notre Dame free safety Tom
Zbikowski, who played quarter-
back in high school and was
recruited as an “athlete.”

This past season, the 6-foot-1,
215-pound junior ran for 1,305
yards and 20 touchdowns at run-
ning back and made 55 solo tack-

les and four interceptions on
defense.

He also runs the 40-yard dash in
4.5 seconds and ranks third in his
class of 340 students with a 4.4
grade-point average on a weight-
ed 4.0 scale.

“I wanted 1o go to a school that
was slrong on academics,” Nagel

see RECRUIT/page 18

MEeN’s TENNIS

Battle in Bloomington

Irish seek seventh straight
win over rival Hoosiers

By KATE GALES

Associate Sports Editor

After a weekend sojourn playing in the
California sunshine, the Irish return to
indoor courts in Bloomington at 2 p.m.
today.

Notre Dame enters the contest riding a
six-match winning streak against in-
state rival Indiana.

“The challenge there, in addition to
the IU team, is that their courts are a lot
faster than ours, and the lighting is con-
siderably more dim,” Irish coach Bobby
Bayliss said Monday. “It’s been a chal-
lenging place for us to play ... IHopefully
,we’ll make that adjustment and be
ready to go.”

The two teams will meet for the 18th
consecutive season. The Irish won 5-2
last season in what Bayliss called “a fair-
ly close match.”

The Irish also have faced a number of
lHHoosier players in tournaments
throughout the fall and in previous
years.

Notre Dame is 8-4 overall and 6-1

see INDIANA/page 18

Irish senior Patrick Buchanan takes a shot agaisnt Wisconsin Feb. 12. Notre Dame will
travel to Bloomington to face Indiana Today.

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Irish guard Chris Quinn drives against

KIRSTEN HOELMER/The Observer

Rutgers guard Shayle

Keating during a 90-63 Notre Dame win Feb. 8.

By BOBBY GRIFFIN

Associate Sports Editor

Notre Dame point guard Chris
Quinn was selected to the All-
Big East first team Monday,
becoming the first Irish player
to receive the honor since guard
Matt Carroll — now with the
NBA’s Charlotte Bobcats — in
2003.

Quinn averaged 20.2 points
per game during the Big East
regular season (18.2 overall),
the third highest average in the
league behind Rutgers guard
Quiney Douby (27.0) and

Villanova guard Randy Foye |

Quinn selected to All-Big East first team

(21.0). Quinn also averaged 6.3
assists in 16 league games (6.2
overall).

“It’s just a great honor to be
on the first team, to be men-
tioned with the best in our
league,” Quinn said in a press
conference at the Joyce Center
Monday. “Especially knowing
that the coaches vote on that,
it's a great honor to know they
think highly of me.”

The 6-foot-2, 185-pound
guard scored in double figures
25 times this season and scored
30 points or more four times.

sHe scored a season-high 37

MEN’S LACROSSE
Sophomore
succeedsin |

utility role
ND relies on Clagett
for face-offs this year

By TIM DOUGHERTY
Sporrs Writer

Notre Dame has one of the
best and most underrated
talents in the country — due
more to the position than
the man who occupies it.

As a freshman last season,
Notre Dame’s Taylor Clageit
was the sixth best face-off
man in Division I lacrosse,
winning .612 percent of the
face-offs he took.

“After every goal and at
the beginning of every quar-
ter, there is a possession up
for grabs,” Corrigan said
Monday. “If you can domi-
nate the face-off, you can
dominate the possessions. ...
It’s an uphill battle when
you're not getting face-offs.”

But face-off men, who con-
tribute a crucial role to their
team’s momentum, ironically
receive fewer playing time
when they win a drop.

“If I win, I'll be in for
about 30 seconds on
offense,” Clagelt said
Monday. “If 1 lose, I stay in
on defense for maybe five
minutes.”

The Irish roster lists
Clagett as a midfielder —
the position his older broth-
er Steve played for Notre
Dame from 2001-04. He
mainly takes face-offs and
hops off the field shortly
thereafter if he wins,
though, in favor of an offen-
sive midfielder.

“We recruited Taylor as a
face-off guy,” Corrigan said.
“We got very lucky with him.
He’s going to be terrific.”

see QUINN/page 17

see FACE OFF/page 18

CLUB SPORTS

Squash standout
James Zhang lost two
matches at the national
singles championships
last weekend.

page 17

AT A GLANCE

CLUB SPORTS

Seven cyclists compet-
ed in the Ohio State
Invitational Road Race
last weekend.

page 17

CLUB SPORTS

The Irish sailers com-
peted off the coast of

team earned wins over

GCLUB SPORTS NCAA BASKETBALL | NCAA BASKETBALL
| Gonzaga 68 UNC-Wilmington 78
The women’s ultimate | Loyola Hofstra 67

Florida, taking 10th at
the Eckerd Invitational
last weekend.

page 17

Purdue, Indiana, and
Northwestern in West
Lafayette, Ind Sunday.

- page 17

Marymount 67

The Zags took the
WCC championship
with the win.

page 17

The victory gave the
Seahawks their fourth
CAA title in the last
seven years.
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