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‘A powerful witness’

Photo courtesy of Brian Herrmann

Notre Dame students, seminarians and Fr. James Gallagher pose in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican during 
their spring break pilgramage to Italy.

Pope Francis 
inspires Holy Cross 
pilgrims from ND

Jesuits expect 
pontiff to draw on 

Ignatian spirituality

Mendoza promotes diversity Professors earn 
NEH fellowships 

By CATHERINE OWERS
News Writer

The National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH) has 
awarded fellowships to three 
Notre Dame professors.

Stephen Dumont, Deborah 
Tor, and Sandra Gustafson re-
ceived grants from NEH to work 
on personal research projects.

Professor Stephen Dumont 
said the grant will provide for a 
year’s sabbatical from teaching, 
so  honorees can dedicate time 
to their projects. 

“In the everyday life of teach-
ing and administration it’s dif-
ficult to find a block of time to 
dedicate to research,” he said. 
“The opportunity to carry out 
extensive research and writing 
is, of course, vital to the intellec-
tual life of faculty and students 
alike.”  

Dumont said fellows are ex-
pected to advance their initial 

proposals, ideally by publishing 
work completed on the topic.

“The goal of the project is to 
either complete or substantially 
make progress on a book or per-
haps publish several papers on a 
topic,” Dumont said.

The NEH website said the 
organization supports the hu-
manities in order to “convey 
the lessons of history to all 
Americans” and to “strengthen 
our republic.”  The Endowment 
bestows its grants upon the re-
searchers with the proposals rat-
ed highest by external reviewers.

History professor Deborah 
Tor said receiving the fellow-
ship allows for research time, 
but receiving the grant is itself an 
honor.  

“It is gratifying as a scholarly 
validation, it is nice to know that 
one’s peers on the review panel 
think highly of one’s work,” Tor 

see FELLOWSHIP PAGE 5

By CHRISTIAN MYERS
News Writer

The 6th annual Notre Dame 
Diversity Conference will address 
building stronger businesses by 
fostering diversity, second-year 
MBA student and conference co-
chair Andrew Bedward said.  

Bedward said the goal of the 
conference is to affirm the im-
portance of diversity in both 
business and academia. 

“The primary focus is promot-
ing diversity in the corporate 
world and academia,” Bedward 
said. “We also want to remind 
people that diversity is broad. It’s 
not just ethnic diversity, it’s gen-
der diversity, it’s diversity of ideas, 
it’s diversity of backgrounds.”

The conference will primar-
ily take place in the Mendoza 
College of Business, but events 
will also occur in the Notre 
Dame Stadium press box and in 
Legends, Bedward said. Friday 
will feature a case competition 
for MBA students, but also a net-
working session and a dinner 

that will be open to the public. 
Saturday the conference will be 
open to anyone, Bedward said. 

He said the conference will 
feature four speakers, includ-
ing Mendoza College of Business 
Dean Roger Huang and key-
note speaker LaQuita Hall, vice 
president of business operations 
at AT&T. The conference will 
also include panel discussions 
with guest panelists, break-out 

sessions with faculty and two 
networking sessions, he said.

Bedward said he expects the 
highlight of the event will be the 
speakers and panelists sharing 
their stories.

“We have a great group of 
speakers and panelists, so I’m 
most excited about hearing 
them discuss their experiences.” 

BRANDON KEELEAN | The Observer

see DIVERSITY PAGE 6

By ANN MARIE JAKUBOWSKI
News Editor

Notre Dame students and 
Moreau seminarians got more 
than they expected during 
their spring break pilgrimage to 
Rome, when rearranging their 
entire itinerary allowed them to 
be in St. Peter’s Square to watch 
the announcement of the new 
pope. 

Fr. James Gallagher, vocations 
director for the Congregation 
of Holy Cross, led a group of 
three seminarians and 12 male 
undergraduate students who 
are discerning vocations to the 
priesthood on a weeklong trip 
to Italy. The group joined the 
thousands gathered in St. Peter’s 
Square the evening of March 13 
to witness the first moments of 
Francis’ papacy. 

Gallagher said trip plans were 

By NICOLE MICHELS
Assistant Managing Editor

As the first Jesuit pontiff in the 
history of the office, Pope Francis 
has not turned water into wine or 
revolutionized Church doctrine.  
Still, his humble nature and 
simple, pastoral demeanor have 
delighted the world, prompting 
pundits, media and laity alike to 
look to Francis to breathe “fresh 
air” into the Church.

Fr. Tim Kesicki, provincial of 
the Chicago-Detroit Province of 
the Society of Jesuits, said Pope 
Francis very clearly brings a new 
perspective to the papacy.

“He’s never worked in the 
Vatican. ... He’s going to say, ‘This 
is how we did it in Buenos Aires?’ 
Although, he’s not going to say, 
‘This is the way we’ve always 
done it,’ he’s going to say, ‘How 
can we do it better?’” Kesicki 

see HOLY CROSS PAGE 5 see JESUIT PAGE 6
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Friday

Women’s Lacrosse
Arlotta Stadium
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Game vs. Rutgers

 
Concert: Altan
DeBartolo Performing 
Arts Center
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
A traditional Irish 
ensemble.

Saturday

Notre Dame Holy Half 
Marathon
Campus wide
All day

Baseball
Frank Eck Stadium
2:05 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Game vs. Seton Hall

Sunday

Women’s Lacrosse
Arlotta Stadium
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Game vs. Villanova
 

Film: Monty Python’s 
“The Meaning of Life”
DeBartolo Performing 
Arts Center
11:55 p.m. - 1:38 a.m.
A classic comedy.

Monday

Lecture: Sustainable 
Business
Mendoza College of 
Business Room 162
12:00 p.m. - 12:50 p.m.
Speaker Michael Skelly
 
Baseball
Frank Eck Stadium
5:35 p.m. - 7:35 p.m.
Game vs. Kent State

Tuesday

Film: “The Weight of 
the Oath”
Snite Museum of Art
6 pm. - 8 p.m.
Film in French with 
English subtitles.

Notre Dame Stations 
of the Cross
Grotto of Our Lady of 
Lourdes
8 p.m. - 10 p.m.

GRANT TOBIN| The Observer

The Irish run drills during spring practice. Wednesday morning marked the first day of spring practice in preparation 
for the Blue-Gold Game coming up April 20 from Notre Dame Stadium.

Want your event included here?
Email obsnews.nd@gmail.com

Question of the Day:

The next Five days:

Who is your dream celebrity date, and where would you go?

Cecilia Loughlin
freshman
Pangborn Hall

“J-Beibs. South Dining Hall.”

Mike Ginocchio
freshman
Morrissey Hall

“Emma Stone. Venice Canal.”

Kamala Iodice
sophomore
Breen-Phillips Hall

“Chad Michael Murray. Our 
home country, China.”

Katrina Kovalik
sophomore
Pasquerilla East Hall

“Matt Damon. Any foreign 
country.”

Luke Smith
junior
Zahm Hall

“Emma Stone. Small boat 
sailing.”

Sam Reiff
sophomore
Morrissey Hall

“Mila Kunis. BASE jumping in 
Shanghai, naked...”

Have a question you want answered? 
Email obsphoto@gmail.com
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OIT addresses most recent phishing scam
By NICOLE McALEE
News Writer

Email is a useful tool for com-
munication, but as some mem-
bers of the campus community 
recently learned, it carries the 
risk of phishing scams.

A sophisticated phishing 
scam compromised the sensi-
tive information of a number 
of Notre Dame students, fac-
ulty and staff March 7, Jason 
Williams, an information secu-
rity professional in the Office of 
Information Technology (OIT), 
said. The scam was the latest in 
a series of phishing incidents 
this year, all of which were dis-
tributed via email, he said.

Williams said OIT receives 
phishing scam emails daily, but 
most are screened by campus 
mail servers and never reach 
their intended targets.

However, a few especially so-
phisticated phishes get through 
the filters each year, Williams 
said.

“Several times a year, more 
sophisticated phishing emails 
get past the email server filters 
and must be blocked manu-
ally,” Williams said. 

The March 7 phishing scam 
eluded detection by appear-
ing to be from the Notre Dame 
email administrators, Williams 
said.

“The scammer used stolen 
Notre Dame credentials to send 
a mass email, which is why it 
was delivered to campus and 
not caught by the mail filters,” 
he said. 

Williams said an increasing 
number of students, faculty 
and staff have been victims of 
recent phishing scams due to 
the scams’ sophistication and 
effectiveness.

“Phishing is a very effective 
scam,” Williams said. “We’ve 
seen a rise in the number of 
incidents because the scam is 
working. We have seen a sig-
nificant number of compro-
mised NetIDs in the last twelve 
months.” 

Williams said the fraudulent 
emails are hard to trace be-
cause they are often from pub-
lic IP addresses or addresses 
from outside the United States. 

He said the emails also ap-
pear to be legitimate since they 
are usually branded with Notre 
Dame logos. The emails direct 

the recipient to a fake website 
where they are asked to provide 
a log-in name and password 
or other personal information, 
Williams said. 

Williams said there are a few 
ways to avoid falling victim to 
phishing scams. 

“The easiest way to avoid get-
ting phished or directed to a 
malicious page is to not click 
on links in emails. Even if the 
email appears to be from a le-
gitimate source, it’s best to 
open a web browser and type 
in the URL rather than click on 
the link,” Williams said. “If you 
do visit a website, confirm that 
the URL corresponds to the 
website that you think you are 
visiting.”  

Emails from legitimate 
sources within Notre Dame 
will never ask for sensitive 
personal information and any 
email that asks for such infor-
mation should send up a red 
flag, Williams said.

“Notre Dame administrators 
or any other legitimate orga-
nization will never ask you for 
your password or other account 
information because these or-
ganizations already have that 

information,” Williams said. 
Williams said the best policy 

to avoid compromising person-
al information is to use caution 
online.

“Any time someone asks for 
your credentials or personal 
information, it’s a good time 
to pause and consider if the 

request is legitimate,” Williams 
said. “This rule applies not only 
to your online interactions but 
to offline interactions, too. Your 
personal information is a valu-
able asset. Treat it as such.” 

Contact Nicole McAlee at 
nmcalee@nd.edu

BRANDON KEELEAN | The Observer

By CAILIN CROWE
News Writer

Kid President is no longer the 
only one asking you to dance in 
order to make the world a bet-
ter place.

The eighth annual Saint 
Mary’s Dance Marathon will 
be held Saturday at the Angela 
Athletic Facility. 

The 12-hour marathon rais-
es funds for Riley Hospital 
for Children in Indianapolis, 
which cares for sick children 

from around the state, accord-
ing to a College press release. 

Senior Kathryn Kellogg, vice 
president of finance for Dance 
Marathon, said the event 
quickly became the largest 
student-run philanthropic ef-
fort in the Notre Dame-Saint 
Mary’s community.“Dance 
Marathon has successfully 
raised [more than] $300,000 in 
the past seven years for the chil-
dren at Riley Hospital,” Kellogg 
said. “We have also been hon-
ored and named as the best 

new dance marathon in the 
country by Children’s Miracle 
Network in 2007.”Kellogg said 
she is hopeful this year’s fun-
draising efforts will be even 
more successful than those of 
past years.“We are really excit-
ed to set and hopefully exceed 
our highest goal yet, to raise 
$88,000 for Riley Hospital for 
Children,” she said

Riley Hospital treats 160 in-
patients and 2,120 outpatients 
from St. Joseph’s County an-
nually and never turns a child 

away, Kellogg said.   
Junior Hannah Karches, 

Dance Marathon high school 
outreach chair, said she is ea-
gerly awaiting the event and 
the chance to meet some of the 
families Riley serves. 

“These families are incred-
ible and never cease to amaze 
and inspire me,” Karches said. 
“I love being a part of Dance 
Marathon because so many 
lives have been saved by the 
Riley medical team and I love 
that we can make financial 

contributions to their life-sav-
ing efforts.”

Kellogg said she intends to 
fully appreciate her final Dance 
Marathon and the results of her 
efforts.“I also cannot wait to 
be with the Riley families and 
see the children’s energy and 
enthusiasm,” she said. “Their 
energy reminds us why we 
are here supporting this great 
cause and the miracle of life.”

Contact Cailin Crowe at 
ccrowe01@saintmarys.edu

Dance Marathon fundraises for Riley Hospital

Get  
The Observer 
delivered to 
your inbox.
Sign up online.

Follow us on 
Twitter.
@obsphoto
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Choir closes tour with concert at College
By KELLY KONYA
News Writer

The Saint Mary’s College 
Women’s Choir will conclude its 
spring tour where it began, on the 
College’s campus tonight at 7:30 
p.m., in the Church of Loretto.

Dr. Nancy Menk, director of the 
Women’s Choir, said the group is 
made up of 41 students. 

Sophomore Claire Stewart said 
the group enjoys performing for 
an audience, which pushes them 
through the physical demands of 
singing and touring.

“We love to perform,” Stewart 
said. “We live for that intimate 
interaction with the audience. 
It brings us tremendous joy and 
keeps us going through sick-
ness, exhaustion and sore vocal 
chords.”

Stewart said the songs in to-
night’s concert will span a variety 
of genres and even languages.

“We sing in four languages 
— English, Latin, Spanish and 
Korean, and the songs are about 
everything from war to spiritual 
Gospel messages to heartbreak,” 
she said. “So, no matter what 
style of music you like, we are 
bound to  sing something that 
you’ll enjoy.”

The group’s performance to-
night will feature choral music by 
both American and international 
composers, including Spain’s Eva 
Ugalde, Korea’s Tae Kyun Ham 
and Americans Guy Forbes and 
Gwyneth Walker, Menk said.

Menk said the choir recently 
returned from a tour of the south-
eastern United States, travel-
ing to Indianapolis, Louisville, 
Nashville and Atlanta, and finish-
ing the trip in Fort Lauderdale.  
The group visited various female 
high school and church choirs 
and also performed its tour songs 
for these choirs, she said.

Sophomore Nia Parillo said after 
traveling around the Southeast, 
she is glad the choir will be sing-
ing for the Saint Mary’s campus 
and the South Bend community.

“Since we were able to show 
people across the country all of 
our hard work and how dedicated 
we are to our talents, we would 
love to show the students, the staff, 
and the families of our commu-
nity what the choir is all about,” 
Parillo said. “Music means a lot to 
all of us, and it would be awesome 
if we could share that with others 
right here in South Bend.”

Parillo said she could tell they 
became role-models in the eyes of 
the girls they visited.

“We were seen as role models 
for the girls we visited, and it was 
a great feeling to know that you 
may have changed a girl’s life by 
furthering her interest in women’s 
choirs and music in general.  All of 
the choirs welcomed us with open 
arms, and it was an amazing ex-
perience,” Parillo said.

The choir stayed with host 
families during the tour, many of 
which had Saint Mary’s College 
alumnae or Notre Dame alumni 
among them, Menk said.  She 
said the choir members enjoyed 
sharing stories of their college 
experiences, especially their 

experiences with the choir.
Freshman Nina Martinez said 

the trip was full of music and 
brought the group closer together.

“The trip was a non-stop adven-
ture,” Martinez said. “Whether we 
were on the bus belting out the lat-
est hits from ‘Pitch Perfect’ or ser-
enading the audiences with our 
sentimental a cappella arrange-
ment of the Irish Blessing,  our 
mutual love of music brought us 
closer together with  each other, 
with our audiences and with the 
host families.”

Menk said the group visited the 
headquarters of CNN, the Florida 
Everglades, the Country Music 
Hall of Fame and the Kentucky 
Derby Museum.

The choir began rehearsing 
their tour songs in the begin-
ning of the fall semester, Menk 
said. Stewart said after the tour 
they reached a point where they 
knew their songs backward and 

forward.
Parillo said because of the 

year-long rehearsals, she and 
other choir members who were 
abroad in the fall had to work 
hard to catch up with the rest of 
the group when they returned in 
January.

“Some of the women, like my-
self, were abroad last semester, 
so we had to put in extra hours of 
work to make sure the songs were 
ready for performances,” she said. 

Parillo said the group as a 
whole was pleased with its tour 
performances.

“We are very proud of the re-
sults of all of our hard-work and 
especially thankful for Dr. Menk’s 
dedication to making sure our 
songs are spotless,” she said.

The Saint Mary’s College 
Bellacappella group will also per-
form at the concert, Menk said. 
Bellacappella is a smaller group 
than the Women’s Choir and the 

only a cappella group at Saint 
Mary’s.

Menk said tickets for Saint 
Mary’s and Notre Dame stu-
dents are free with a College or 

University ID, and tickets for both 
faculty and staff are discounted.  

Contact Kelly Konya at  
kkonya01@saintmarys.edu

Photo courtesy of Nancy Menk

The Saint Mary’s Women’s Choir sings in Florida during its spring 
tour. Its final performance will be tonight in the Church of Loretto.
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underway before Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI announced his res-
ignation in February. News of the 
conclave made the pilgrimage “a 
special thing this time around,” 
he said.

The group visited Assisi before 
returning to Rome in time for 
the beginning of the conclave on 
March 12.  Together, they fit dai-
ly trips to the Square into their 
schedule in order to watch the 
smoke signals.

“On Tuesday, when the con-
clave was starting, they had the 
Mass at St. Peter’s and we were 
able to go to Mass with the car-
dinals,” Gallagher said. “It was 
incredible to be there and to rec-
ognize that only once every pa-
pacy do all the cardinals in the 
world come together like that.

Gallagher said he got a sense 
of the universality of the Church 
during the Mass, as well as the 
profound connections that link 
Catholics across the ages.

“One of the things that oc-
curred to me during Mass was 
that for the Eucharistic Prayer, 
they used prayer number one, 
which has a litany of the saints. 
Some of those saints have been 
popes themselves,” he said. 
“Being there at the Mass, it oc-
curred to me that it’s not just a 
group of [cardinals] doing an 
election, but the whole Church 
is involved through their prayers 
[and] invested in what’s going 
on, including these previous 
popes.”

Freshman Brian Herrmann 
said the group had just left 

another Mass in the Basilica 
when the smoke was sighted — 
the timing was perfect.

“We were told that if the bells 
started ringing [to announce the 
white smoke], the priest would 
cut to the chase, distribute 
communion and run out of the 
Basilica,” Hermann said.

Senior Pablo Quan said the 
stretch of time spent waiting in 
St. Peter’s Square produced a 
“mix of anxiety and excitement.”

“It was very exciting, and I felt 
a great connection to the uni-
versal Church,” Quan said. “I 
saw people from many different 
countries speaking all kinds of 
languages, but with one same 
faith. Everyone was waiting for 
the same thing.” 

Gallagher said the group end-
ed up standing so close to the 
balcony window where the new 
pope would later appear, they 
were unable to see the actual 
smoke.

“We were thinking to our-
selves, ‘Wouldn’t it be nice, we’re 
up close, wouldn’t that be some-
thing if it happened now,’” he 
said. “So the smoke comes out 
and everybody starts cheering, 
but the moment of confirmation 
is when the bells started ringing, 
so that was when we were think-
ing, ‘This is it.’

Herrmann said the sound of 
the bells ringing is especially 
vivid in his memory. 

“The large bell tolled once, 
twice, and the rest joined in,” 
Herrmann said. “In the distance, 
the bells of all the churches in 
Rome all started ringing their 
notes. [I knew] that all around the 
world, the bells of every Catholic 

church were ringing too.”
Gallagher said the group 

prayed a rosary while waiting 
for the announcement, joined 
by several surrounding people. 
He also said once the announce-
ment came he was unable to hear 
it over the noise of the crowd.

“It was funny because when 
the announcement was first 
made that we had a pope and 
they said his name, it was hard to 
hear both with the cheering and 
the sound system,” Gallagher 
said. “In the end, one of my 
brother priests had texted me 
to ask ‘are you there’ and I said 
‘Yes, who is [the pope]?’ because 
we had heard Francis but didn’t 
know which cardinal it was.”

The pilgrimage is intended to 
facilitate the discernment pro-
cess for the students by allowing 
them to visit holy sites and taking 
time to pray while exploring the 
Church’s center, Gallagher said.

“It’s not a tour of Rome, it’s a 
pilgrimage,” Gallagher said. “We 
try to go and see most of the ma-
jor religious sites and also to take 
time for prayer. In the busyness 
of the school year, it’s tough for 
guys to kind of slow down and 
think about things, pray about 
things, so going away and taking 
time in some of these holy places 
gives them the time to do so.”

Quan said he already feels a 
great connection to Francis be-
cause he witnessed the first mo-
ments of Francis’ papacy.

“I knew it was such an impor-
tant event and a truly once-in-a-
lifetime thing, I couldn’t just let 
it pass as just one other moment 
in my life,” Quan said. “I have to 
react and do something about it. 

... It inspired me to get a little bit 
more involved with the Church in 
the future and follow the pope’s 
theology and contributions.

He said the entire experience 
was “a great blessing,” and for 
him it connected the current his-
toric moment with the centuries 
of Church tradition.

“To see the tomb of St. Peter, 
the first pope, and then to be 
there for the election of Pope 
Francis, it’s amazing to see just 
how long the Church has been 
alive,” Quan said. “It’s a different 
time now, but the Church is just 
as alive now as it was a century 
after Jesus died.”

Pope Francis is the first Jesuit 
pontiff in Church history, and 
Gallagher said while Jesuit spiri-
tuality differs from the Holy Cross 
spirituality of his order, there are 
several interesting overlaps. The 

motto of the Congregation of 
Holy Cross is “Hail the Cross, Our 
Only Hope,” and Gallagher said 
he noted a similar theme in one 
of the pope’s first homilies. 

“If you look at the conclusion 
of the pope’s homily at his instal-
lation Mass, he talks a lot about 
hope, about being people with 
hope to bring,” Gallagher said. 
“Hope is a big part of the Holy 
Cross message, so it was wonder-
ful to see him talking about peo-
ple of hope in the homily.”

Another connection is evident 
in the symbols Francis selected 
for his papal crest, Gallagher 
said, which include marks 
that represent Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph.

“Holy Cross has a great de-
votion to the Holy Family, and 
those are the three symbols rep-
resented on the pope’s crest,” 

he said. “Holy Cross and Jesuit 
spirituality are different, but it’s 
been very interesting to see the 
things this pope is going to press. 
Devotion to the Holy Family and 
the need to be people of hope 
connects with Holy Cross spiri-
tuality for sure.”

Gallagher said as a priest, he 
looks at the office of the papacy 
as having dual responsibilities of 
leadership and teaching.

“Part of the teaching aspect is 
constantly helping us to under-
stand who Christ is and what it 
means to follow Him, and the 
leadership is to then show us the 
way to do that,” he said. “It will 
take a little time to learn who 
[Pope Francis] is and what it is 
he has to teach, but it seems like 
right off the bat it’s charity and 
love that are his main things, es-
pecially for the poor and those in 
need.

“It’s always a challenging mes-
sage ... and it seems like he’s go-
ing to constantly challenge us 
to grow in charity and be atten-
tive to the needy in our midst. 
It seems like he’s really going 
to lead by example as well, so I 
think it’s a good challenge to see 
someone in authority try taking 
that on as well. It can be a great 
lesson for us as priests, and he 
can give us a great example.”

Gallagher said the pilgrimage 
participants are often inspired 
and encouraged by the tangible 
history of the Vatican.

“I think one of the most power-
ful things about this pilgrimage 
is that you see men and women 
who have given their lives in ser-
vice to the Church, which is often 
the most daunting thing when 
you’re talking about vocations,” 
he said. “We visit the tombs of St. 
Peter, St. Paul, St. Francis ... and 
to see the witness and the pro-
found effect that these people 
have had can be a bit of encour-
agement for the guys.

“If we make those sacrifices, 
the Lord can do great things with 
it, so seeing the great men who 
have gone before really encour-
ages these guys to trust in the 
Lord.”

Contact Ann Marie Jakubowski 
at ajakubol@nd.edu

said, “especially since this was 
the only fellowship awarded 
by the NEH in my field, medi-
eval Islamic history.”

Tor’s project will focus on 
the Great Seljuq Dynasty, 
which she says is “one of the 
most pivotal but under-re-
searched [dynasties] in medi-
eval Islamic history.” 

“The Seljuqs were the first 
of several successive waves of 
Central Asian nomadic con-
federations to invade and con-
quer the central Islamic lands, 
inaugurating a thousand 
years of foreign Turco-Mongol 
rule. They were also the first 
potentates since the political 
disintegration of the origi-
nal unitary Caliphate to rule 
over the entire Middle East, 

and they instituted or pre-
sided over many fundamen-
tal transformations in Islamic 
civilization.”

Dumont said his project is 
on the concept of free will, 
and the finished product will 
be a book. 

“It will be a historical and 
philosophical investigation 
on the origins and meaning of 
free will,” Dumont said. 

However, Tor said she also 
believes a good applica-
tion is enhanced by earlier 
accomplishments. 

“The panel obviously takes 
into account one’s previous 
achievements, reputation, 
and prior publications. So, I 
guess the panel members ap-
preciated my first monograph 
and my articles,” Tor said. 

Contact Catherine Owers at  
cowers@nd.edu
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“It seems like he’s 
going to constantly 
challenge us to 
grow in charity 
and be attentive 
to the needy in our 
midst .”
Fr. James Gallagher 
vocations director 
Congregation of Holy Cross
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Bedward said, “They’re not go-
ing to stand up there and tell you 
something out of a book, they’re 
going to tell you their stories and 
the lessons they’ve learned.”

Bedward said the biggest 
change compared to last year’s 
conference is the addition of 
breakout sessions where attend-
ees will split into smaller groups 
and discuss various topics related 
to diversity in the corporate world 
with Notre Dame faculty. 

The event is hosted and orga-
nized by the MBA program at 
the Mendoza College of Business, 
Bedward said.

He said the conference distin-
guishes the MBA program from 
the equivalent programs at other 
universities.

“This conference is one of the 
hallmark events of the Notre 
Dame program and I think it’s 
something that separates us from 
the other top ten programs. It 
shows a commitment to diversity 
that is more than words.” He said, 
“It’s grown every year and I expect 
it will continue to grow in the fu-
ture. We want this to become a 
campus-wide event.”

With the help of faculty advi-
sor Megan Stiphany, co-chairs 
Bedward and Dana Twomey, also 
a second-year MBA student, led 
the conference’s organizing team.

Bedward said each member of 
the group had different respon-
sibilities, including contacting 
sponsors and organizing the con-
ference agenda. 

The group began planning the 
conference at the end of the last 
academic year, Bedward said. 
Their first task was to choose the 
theme “building a stronger busi-
ness through diversity,” he said.

Bedward said the organizing 
team then planned the various 
aspects of the conference and be-
gan fundraising.

“Once we had a theme, we had 
to think about the kind of compa-
nies that embody the theme and 
have a commitment to promoting 
diversity, map out the two days 
and reach out to our sponsors to 
fundraise,” he said.

The conference has eight cor-
porate sponsors and each could 
send a speaker to the conference, 
send a panelist or give money —
at various sponsorship levels, he 
said. NetApp and AT&T both gave 
money and provided a speaker 
and Skanska both gave money 
and provided a panelist.

Bedward said he is impressed 
by the value the conference’s cor-
porate sponsors place on diversity.

“Companies sending C level 
executives out to South Bend, and 
those executives missing work, 
shows the importance they place 
on diversity,” he said.

Attendance is free and open 
to anyone. The organizers have 
made an effort to reach out to 
the South Bend community and 
undergraduates, Bedward said. 
Online registration is recom-
mended via the conference’s web 
page on the Mendoza College of 
Business website, Bedward said.

Contact Christian Myers at  
cmyers8@nd.edu

Diversity
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said. “I think part of his election 
was that they wanted someone 
with a fresh perspective.”

Rev. Patrick McGrath, S.J., pres-
ident of the Chicago-area high 
school Loyola Academy and 1988 
Notre Dame graduate, said many 
of the new Pope’s most attractive 
qualities as a papal candidate 
and leader of the Catholic Church 
could be called “quintessentially 
Jesuit.”

“I think the fundamentally 
Jesuit way of looking at the world 
comes from Ignatius himself 
— this very positive view of the 
world that says God is to be ex-
perienced in all things,” McGrath 
said. “As a result, we enter into the 
world. We don’t retreat from it, we 
engage it and trust that God is to 
be found into the marketplace.”

Fr. Tim Kesicki, S.J., Provincial 
of the Chicago-Detroit Province, 
said he felt a combination of joy 
and disbelief when he heard 
the first Jesuit pope had been 
selected.

“None of us thinks he is going 
to live in the time of a great his-
torical moment — things like this 
are for the history books,” Kesicki 
said.  

Never before had a Jesuit been 
selected as pontiff, nor had a 
member of a religious order been 
chosen to lead the Church in 120 
years, Fr. Daley, S.J, professor of 
theology at Notre Dame said.  

The lack of Jesuits in the papal 
office is in part due to old rivalries 
between Jesuits and other groups 
and the Society’s unwillingness 
to accept Church office, Daley 
said.

“We’re not really encouraged or 
allowed to accept Church office,” 
Daley said.  “If a Jesuit is offered 
a bishop’s position we have to be 
kind of commanded to accept it 
by the Pope otherwise we will say 
no.  I think St. Ignatius wanted us 
to do our work free of any ambi-
tion or politics … [Jesuits] don’t 
have a lot of time for ecclesiastical 
ambition.”

Fr. Brian Daley, S.J., profes-
sor of theology at Notre Dame 
said Pope Francis’ comportment 
demonstrates the very Jesuit de-
sire to engage with the world.  

“He’s not looking to be deferred 
to, he wants to speak with people 
in a familiar way, pastorally,” 
Daley said.  “I thought his first 
words from St. Peter’s [Basilica] 
were perfect, were beautiful.  Just 
saying, ‘They wanted me here, I 
don’t know why I’m here, but I’m 
here to be your bishop and to help 
you.  Will you pray for me?’

“I think humility is really the 
heart of Jesuit spirituality.  What 
Ignatius really wanted to cultivate 
was doing what do as a service to 
our fellow men and women, not 
for any kind of status or recogni-
tion, and trying to grow in union 
with Christ, to let his humility be-
come the model for ours.”

McGrath said Jesuits through-
out the history of the order have 
not hesitated to engage the ‘tough 
questions.’  This is due to the 
climate in which the order was 
founded and how it has interpret-
ed its mission since then, he said.  

“I don’t think it’s a mistake of 

the Holy Spirit or of history that 
Jesuits themselves came into be-
ing at a time of great tumult,” 
McGrath said.  “From Ignatius 
onward we Jesuits have felt a 
great responsibility to care for the 
Church and to serve the Church.”  

McGrath said he hopes Pope 
Francis will continue to experi-
ence the spirit of community 
and respectful conversation in-
herent to Jesuit life during his 
pontificate.  

“He could model something, 
he could show the world some-
thing by living simply. I think it’s 
a powerful witness that he of-
fers,” McGrath said. 

Fr. Tony Lusvardi, S.J., 2002 
Notre Dame alumnus and ad-
ministrator of the St. Charles, St. 
Bridget and St. Agnes parishes on 
the Rosebud Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota, said he believes 
Pope Francis to work on improv-
ing the Roman Curia by leading 
by example.

“I would guess he will work on 
[improving the Curia] according 
to his personality, according to 
that simplicity, that directness,” 
Lusvardi said.  “I think he’ll chal-
lenge the Church and the people 
that work for the Church to be 
more simple and more humble in 
their lives, to live that Franciscan 
kind of policy. That’s refreshing.

“The most important way any 
leader leads is by example, and 
he’s already set a good example.”

Lusvardi said Pope Francis’ fo-
cus on the fundamental aspects 
of the faith in his public address-
es thus far impressed him.  He 
was personally inspired by the 
pontiff’s willingness to engage 
everyone around him because it 

connects to his own mission in 
South Dakota.

“One of the very important 
things in the history of our order 
has been the idea of evangeliza-
tion,” Lusvardi said.  “That’s the 
sort of work I’m doing now on 
an Indian reservation in South 
Dakota.  Hearing him come out 
and delivering that very simple 
message of the need for prayer, 
the humility of the Gospel and 
seeing his desire to spread that to 
everyone. … I think that will be a 
major part of his papacy.”

Though some young people 
have been disillusioned with the 
Church as a result of some recent 
mistakes, Kesicki said he expects 
Pope Francis to balance the need 
to teach people the ways of the 
Church while addressing their 
concerns.

“The Church is 2000 years old. 
It can’t adjust itself to suit the 

desires of people,” Kesicki said.  
“He will evaluate what the needs 
are of the young people that need 
attention and where the young 
people need to grow in their un-
derstanding of the beauty of the 
Church.

McGrath said he hopes the new 
pontiff will keep the Jesuit spirit 
alive in his heart throughout his 
pontificate.

“There is a constantly renewing 
spirit to the Ignatian spirituality, 
the sense that God is not distant 
and that he is actively engage in 
working out our story,” McGrath 
said.  “[This spirituality asks that 
we] trust that God is actually 
whispering his spirit into the life 
of the Church and have the hu-
mility that we all have to let God 
love us on God’s terms.”

Contact Nicole Michels at  
nmichels@nd.edu

Jesuit
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Notre Dame students studying abroad witnessed white smoke rise 
from the Sistine Chapel on March 13.
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SPRING VALLEY, New York 
— School board meetings  
descend into shouting matches. 
Accusations of racism and anti-
Semitism fly. Angry parents turn 
their backs on board members in 
a symbolic stand of disrespect.

Tension in a suburban New 
York school district is rooted 
in an unusual dynamic: The  
families who send their  
children to public schools are 
mostly Hispanic and African-
American. The school board, 
a locally elected panel that  
oversees education in the  
district, is almost entirely made 
up of ultra-Orthodox Jews who 
send their children to private 
schools and are bent on keeping 
taxes low.

“It’s as if the board of direc-
tors of Coke only owned stock 
in Pepsi,” said Steven White, an  
activist for the public schools.

How a public school district 
that’s 57 percent black, includ-
ing Haitian, and 29 percent 
Hispanic, came to be governed 
by ultra-Orthodox Jews is a case 
study in changing demograph-
ics and the power of democracy.

The district, 25 miles (40 kilo-
meters) north of New York City, 
has been settled rapidly in recent 
years by Jews from the Hasidic 
and other sects who came from 
their traditional strongholds 
in Brooklyn. They quickly built 
their own schools, or yeshivas, 
raised large families and became 

a powerful voting bloc. Though 
not a majority of the population, 
they have organized to defeat 
school budgets that increase  
taxes and to elect members of 
their own communities to the 
board.

At the same time, public-
school supporters are less  
organized; many are believed to 
be non-citizens who don’t vote. 
And the area’s older residents 
have also tended to vote against 
school budget increases.

Public-school parents ac-
cuse the board of the 9,000-stu-
dent East Ramapo Central 
School District of cutting teach-
ers, guidance counselors, art  
programs, all-day kindergarten 
and the high school marching 
band, while diverting public 
resources to favored Orthodox 
institutions.

Peggy Hatton, who co-hosts 
a radio program that features 
school issues, said, “It’s just  
becoming impossible for our  
students to apply to colleges 
when the advanced placement 
classes are cut, the extracurricu-
lars are cut.”

At least seven of the nine 
board members are ultra-Or-
thodox Jewish men. A man and a  
woman who represented the 
public-school community  
resigned from the board in 
January, alleging intimidation 
by the rest of the board. Two 
men, one black and one Jewish, 
were appointed to replace them.

The stark division has led to a 
flurry of lawsuits and petitions, 
and New York State has inter-
vened, blocking the sale of a  
public school building to 
a Jewish congregation and  
warning the board to change 
the way it uses public special  
education money for private 
schools.

While state law provides for a 
school district to pay some pri-
vate school expenses, for trans-
portation, textbooks and special 

education, the state alleges that 
East Ramapo has been too quick 
to move children — mostly 
Jewish children — from the  
public schools into special 
education schools run by the 
Orthodox. Each case funnels 
thousands of taxpayer dollars to 
the private schools.

The state is also insisting that 
the district balance its budget, 
which has an estimated $8 mil-
lion deficit this school year. At 
a meeting Tuesday night, the 
board approved borrowing $7.5 
million.

That meeting illustrated the 
apparent disdain each side has 
for the other. There seemed 
little in common between 
the board members, most in  
yarmulkes and black coats, and 
the onlookers, mostly from ra-
cial minorities.

About 20 residents shouted in 
protest, then stood and turned 
their backs on the board when 
it decided that in the future,  
students could address the board 
only at the end of meetings.

“You’re not doing right by 
these children!” shouted Mae 
Davis. “What about freedom of 
speech?”

Daniel Schwartz, president of 
the board, had complained that 
public comment has become 
insulting, and he said there’s no 
requirement to offer it at all.

“I think there are people 
who want to be abusive to the 
board and when it starts we’re 
not going to tolerate it,” he said 
Monday.

Some parents have petitioned 
the state Education Department 

to remove the school board, a 
rare step. Department spokes-
man Tom Dunn would not 
comment specifically about 
East Ramapo, but said the com-
missioner has the authority to  
remove local officials “for will-
ful violation of law or neglect of 
duty or willfully disobeying a  
decision, order, rule or 
regulation.”

The board denies any wrong-
doing. It announced at Tuesday’s 
meeting that it is suing the state 
in federal court, seeking a judge’s 
declaration that its methods for 
special education placement are 
legal.

“Nobody has done anything to 
deprive anybody of anything,” 
Schwartz said. “The monies 
that are spent on private schools 
are state mandated just like the 
monies that are spent on public 
schools.”

He says the district’s problems 
stem from its being “a square 
peg” — a district that has about 
9,000 public school children 
and an estimated 20,000 in  
private schools, almost all of 
them Jewish.

“You show me another  
district where at least two thirds, 
if not possibly more than that, of 
the total student population is  
private school as opposed to 
public school,” Schwartz said in 
an interview. “You show me a 
district like that anywhere.”

Laura Barbieri, a lawyer with 
Advocates for Justice, which 
is suing the district on behalf 
of public-school parents and  
other taxpayers, said the board is  
catering to Orthodox parents 

who “do not want their children 
educated with children of color.”

“Do I think racial discrimina-
tion is at the core of this? Yes I 
do,” she said.

Schwartz dismisses claims 
that an Orthodox-dominated 
school board can’t represent the 
public school interests.

“Men can legislate for women, 
women can legislate for men, 
white people can legislate for 
black people and black people 
can legislate for white people,” 
he said. “I don’t see where it 
makes any difference.”

Asked if he felt anti-Semitism 
played a part in criticism of the 
board, he said only, “I can make 
my assumptions.” Last year he 
said some critics were engag-
ing in “an age-old anti-Semitic 
trope” that Jews were interested 
only in money.

He said money — “more  
money from the state” — is 
the solution to East Ramapo’s  
problems. But state 
Assemblyman Ken Zebrowski 
said the division in the commu-
nity is too deep for that to work.

“Public school parents have 
said, ‘We don’t want any more 
money.’” Zebrowski said. “They 
don’t trust their own school 
board with additional money.”

The Democratic assembly-
man has proposed instead that 
East Ramapo be divided into 
two school districts, one for pub-
lic schools and one for private 
schools.

“This is an unconventional 
situation and we need an uncon-
ventional solution,” Zebrowski 
said.

Anti-semitism causes clash in public schools

AP

East Ramapo School Board President, left, and a board member attend a meeting March 19. Though com-
prised of mostly African-American and Hispanic students, the school’s board is run primarily by Jews.



The entire Catholic Church has pulsated an electric excite-
ment about Jorge Mario Bergoglio since he was elected Pope 
Francis. Not since the 1978 installation of the first John Paul 
who only served for a month have Catholics worldwide — both 
from the progressive as well as the fundamentally orthodox 
wings of the Church — looked to the pontiff with such expec-
tation and universal hope. Certainly Francis’ predecessors 
were respected and admired, but his humility and genuinely 
simplistic lifestyle somehow are uniting competing factions 
within the church more so than ever in the post-World War II 
era.

In Washington, D.C. at my parish last Sunday, those prepar-
ing for mass in the Cathedral of St. Matthew’s sacristy buzzed 
about reports of how our Archbishop, Donald Cardinal Wuerl, 
was identified as the principal “Pope Maker” of this conclave 
by sources within the Vatican. According to journalist Paolo 
Rodari of La Repubblica newspaper, Wuerl convinced the 
North American cardinals to unite behind Bergoglio instead 
of two early favorites: the Italian Archbishop of Milan, Angelo 
Scola and Brazilian Archbishop of Sao Paulo, Odilo Scherer. 
That unified new world voting block pushed Bergoglio’s vote 
majority to a higher margin than the 2005 odds-on favorite 
margin of Pope Benedict XVI.

This year, Church observers should have placed more stock 
in the Argentine, more seriously considering Bergoglio’s 
runner-up status from 2005, rather than focusing on the per-
ceived public affairs strengths of Scola and Scherer. Church 
leaders recognized that a Vatican outsider needed to send the 
Church into a new direction. One needs to merely watch the 
manner in which Pope Francis entered and left his inaugural 
mass to witness how he exudes charisma like the Holy Spirit 
on steroids. Observers welled with tears as the pontiff briefly 
stopped to greet a group of disabled persons along the barrier 
fence. Anyone watching knows that we are headed in a new 
direction under Francis as evidenced by the pure exuberant 
joy beaming from the grotesquely disfigured face of a disabled 
man whom the pope gently kissed on his forehead.

Ironically, progressives who want the Vatican to be more in-
clusive using modern-day thinking are as eager to support this 
pope as conservatives who prefer standing firm on status quo 
dogma which currently forces nonconformists to leave. Each 
camp pins their hopes on Bergoglio’s past. For example, as 
cardinal, Bergoglio worked tirelessly to bridge what he called 
the “estrangement with the Orthodox churches.” As a result 
and for the first time in nearly a thousand years, Patriarch 
Bartholomew I of Constantinople, the Eastern Orthodox 
Church’s Ecumenical Patriarch, attended the new pope’s 

installation. Signs of such mutual respect and friendship 
warms hopes that the pope will eventually institute one policy 
regarding the marriage of priests which only the Orthodox 
permit.

Hard-line conservative Catholics mistakenly overlook the 
nuisances of the new pope’s stand on various conflicting is-
sues. Initially, Bergoglio approaches conflicting issues with an 
eye on serving mankind, not unnecessarily restricting others. 
Conservatives need to study the pope’s initial stand regard-
ing same-sex marriage before they mistakenly believe that all 
of their core stances align with the pope’s history. Bergoglio 
opposed same-sex marriage in Argentina only after the gov-
ernment banned civil unions as an alternative. Bergoglio 
chastised priests who refused to baptize the children of un-
wed mothers. His Jesuit philosophy remains the antithesis to 
the thoughts of so many so-called “traditional” Catholics. He 
holds that to be pro-life is to also oppose capital punishment, 
an inconvenience for many American Catholic politicians 
who support babies, but execute convicts. He does not with-
hold communion as a punishment of elected Catholic officials 
who represent their constituents’ needs rather than their 
Church’s proclamations.

My personal hope is that our pope continues to invite rather 
than limit, remains clear-eyed about the difficulties facing 
our church while never losing sight of the vision St. Francis 
of Assisi held for his neighbors. May he use his authority to 
undo errors of the past. Undoubtedly, the pope’s love of ser-
vice will allow him to reform the Vatican’s problems. May he 
also remain open-minded to change matters of discipline and 
tradition that are not matters of faith. Many who stray from 
the church will “come home” once the Vatican seems more 
in touch with the flock like the pope’s namesake was in the 
Twelfth Century.

Nature and symbolism can be the great predictors of the fu-
ture. With St. Francis as his guide, Pope Francis should affect 
Catholics as profoundly as John XXIII did more than a half-
century ago. It seems that such ominous foretelling lies within 
the Assisi monastery walls. Far from open doors and windows, 
stands a statue of St. Francis holding his hands cupped at his 
chest. Birds built a nest within his palms as though to vali-
date their unity with him during his days on earth. Since our 
modern-day Francis lives by the same attributes as the saint, 
we can rejoice that the servant of God is truly amongst us.

Gary J. Caruso, Notre Dame ‘73, serves in the Department 
of Homeland Security and was a legislative and public affairs 
director at the U.S. House of Representatives and in President 
Clinton’s administration. His column appears every other 
Friday. Contact him at GaryJCaruso@alumni.nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the author and 
not necessarily those of The Observer.

Renewing our hope in the pope
Gary Caruso
Capitol Comments

Inside Column

My perpetually scattered personality 
establishes me as one of the most for-
getful human beings to walk the earth. 
Seriously, Saint Mary’s security staff 
began rolling their eyes at my excuses 
for misplacing my ID four weeks into 
last semester. I pay them weekly visits 
to pick up my hot-pink construction pa-
pered temporary ID. My wallet, calcula-
tor, sometimes entire binders worth of 
my schoolwork are also regular victims 
of my habitual neglect.

And before college, when I lost things, 
they were lost. Which is why, when my 
ID went missing the second week into 
my freshman year, I immediately pur-
chased another. Two days later, I was 
disgruntled — borderline dismayed — 
to see my name on the white board next 
to my dorm’s front desk. My original ID 
was found.

As the semester progressed and I fa-
miliarized myself on campus, I lost my 
belongings less frequently. If I lost my 
ID, I would wait it out and inevitably it 
was returned.

The supposed progress came to a 
dramatic end when I brought my whole 
wallet out with me one weekend and 
apparently was too much for me to 
handle. My parents freaked. My debit 
card was canceled and they kept tell-
ing me my missing passport card made 
me a potential victim to identity theft. 
God knows why I had that on me in the 
first place. My sister, Megan (‘06), told 
me to wait it out because she had had 
similar experiences. I agreed to hold 
out, but had little faith. Sure enough, six 
days later, there was a message in my 
Facebook inbox. A member of Alumni 
Hall had found it lying on God Quad 
and held onto it for me.

I was shocked and elated at the same 
time thinking, “Who does that?” It’s 
one thing to pick up a dropped wallet, 
it’s another (obviously) entirely to not 
take its contents before returning it to 
security — if one decides to return it at 
all. If I was on any other school’s cam-
pus, there is no way someone would 
have gone out of their way to return 
a randos wallet. As a Los Angeles na-
tive, my friends at home still ask, “Why 
would you choose a Catholic school 
in the Midwest?” I tell them that in no 
other place do I I feel like the recipi-
ent of some holy miracle just because 
someone returned my lost item.

Conor McCarter is my most recent 
hero, having returned my wallet to me 
two weeks ago and wishing me good 
luck on my midterms. Now if only that 
positive spirit could enter the cold heart 
of the individual who swiped the bike I 
forgot to lock outside South Dining Hall 
last December....

Lost and 
found

Rebecca O’Neil
News Writer

Submit a Letter to the Editor | Email obsviewpoint@gmail.com
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Defining love

Last Friday, Ohio Senator Rob Portman wrote an op-
ed, which ran in The Columbus Dispatch, and it has 
been making news ever since. This particular op-ed, 
though no longer than this column, marks a profound 
shift in the debate on same-sex marriage rights in this 
country. Portman co-sponsored the 1996 Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA) and voted for a 1999 measure 
banning adoption for same-sex couples in Washington, 
D.C. And with his announcement last Friday, he be-
came the first sitting Republican senator to openly sup-
port gay marriage.

It is worth noting that Portman arrived at this re-
versal of his opinion after his son Will, a junior at Yale 
University, revealed his gay identity two years ago. 
Consequently, Portman has been widely criticized by 
left-wing commentators for his lack of empathy for 
the LGBT community until the issue directly affected 
him. While I understand the rationale behind these 
criticisms, I believe it is better to focus on the progress 
Portman’s decision signals. Furthermore, I believe the 
senator ought to be praised for his decision because he 
did something that is all too undervalued in politics 
when he changed his mind. We rightly expect our lead-
ers to maintain the courage of their convictions, but 
we must also recognize that our leaders should contin-
ue to ponder their own beliefs in order to best serve the 
voters, an act that will inevitably lead to some changes 
of heart and mind.

Senator Portman should also receive praise for 
standing in the face of overwhelming opposition 

within his own party. The 2012 Republican Party plat-
form calls “for a Constitutional amendment defining 
marriage as the union of one man and one woman.” 
Nevertheless, Portman courageously declared, “I 
have come to believe that if two people are prepared 
to make a lifetime commitment to love and care for 
each other in good times and in bad, the government 
shouldn’t deny them the opportunity to get married.” 
Thus, it does not matter how Portman reached his de-
cision, it only matters that he has taken the courageous 
step and placed personal conviction above party.

Portman joins only a handful of Republicans cur-
rently in office who support same-sex marriage, and 
although his recent shift in position may not lead an 
immediate charge, I still feel same-sex marriage is an 
inevitability within my lifetime. In his piece in The 
Columbus Dispatch, Portman noted that “in some 
respects the issue has become more generational than 
partisan.” This observation reflects what almost any-
one in my generation already recognizes. By the time 
my fellow Millennials take power in this country, the 
issue of same-sex marriage will be an afterthought. I 
say this because, in my experience, it is exceedingly 
rare to find someone my age who vehemently opposes 
same-sex marriage, or at the very least civil unions.

Furthermore, the denial of same-sex marriage has 
correctly been characterized as the last socially ac-
ceptable form of discrimination. Marriage is a civil 
right, and the government cannot deny that right to 
anyone, regardless of sexual orientation or any other 
attribute. I understand many religions believe mar-
riage to be a sacred bond between one man and one 
woman, but since when do we allow religion to dictate 
policy? I too believe marriage is a sacred bond that 

shows deep love, respect and commitment, but I do 
not believe the government can restrict who can enter 
into such a bond.

Now, the opinions I have articulated thus far may 
seem like idealized leftist rhetoric, but I, as well as 
Senator Portman, recognize that supporting same-
sex marriage is in itself a conservative idea. Portman 
wrote, “conservatives believe in personal liberty and 
minimal government interference in people’s lives” 
and therefore, the government has no place to define 
the love necessary to enter into the sacred bond of 
marriage. More often than not, however, conserva-
tives place their own “values” (often deriving from 
the Christian right) above this conservative principle. 
Such imposition of values applies not only to same-sex 
marriage, but also to abortion, capital punishment 
and the role of religion in government as a whole, but I 
digress.

My point is our generation has been brought up to 
accept and respect everyone, regardless of race, gen-
der, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status or any 
other possible factors that distinguish others from 
ourselves. Thus, same-sex marriage will become 
a social reality sooner or later, most likely sooner. 
Until then, we must remember and accept that social 
change comes in painfully small and slow increments, 
we must continue to fight for equality and all forms of 
civil rights and, above all else, we must love one anoth-
er in a way that transcends any tangible definition.

Jack Rooney is a freshman studying political science. 
He can be contacted at jrooney1@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the 
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.

Identifying the 
context

Regarding his recent letter to the editor, Mr. Crummett did not “cor-
rupt” Mr. Damian’s words; he identifies context (“Mr. Crummett’s cook-
ies” Mar. 6). While Mr. Damian did say philosophy is concerned with 
“meaning and ultimate foundation of human, personal and social exis-
tence,” this was (1) a direct quote from Pope John Paul II, (2) in the same 
paragraph in which he explains that history is a valid subject because 
it reveals “God’s plan for the universe” and (3) later followed with the 
statement that a goal of the philosophy requirement at Notre Dame is 
“to learn to think in depth about the problems posed by a life of faith.” 
In this context, Mr. Damian’s description of philosophy is undoubtedly 
strongly tied to religion, and fairly interpreted as a call for a “souped-up 
Catechism class.”

Furthermore, Mr. Damian’s implied claim that Plato would have 
approved of a sign saying “Let no one ignorant of sugar enter here” 
entirely misses the point of the sign reading “Let no one ignorant of ge-
ometry enter here.” Here, geometry symbolizes abstract thought. This 
is entirely different from Mr. Damian’s proposal. In fact, the geometry 
sign supports Mr. Crummett’s argument that introductory philosophy 
classes are intended to “help [students] reason critically and evaluate 
arguments.”

Finally, I would like to point out Mr. Damian’s original physics pro-
fessor example is unfair and offensive. On a campus such as ours, 
there are literal experts in the relationship between physics and free 
will. There is no need for a physics professor to state as fact a personal 
opinion based on, presumably, not much more formal study that an 
undergraduate would have (though he has undoubtedly discussed this 
question frequently with colleagues). This hardly implies the professor 
is not “educated and free,” nor does it imply that he “has failed to make 
connections that a basic introduction to philosophy course” would al-
low him to make, and it absolutely does not imply that “Notre Dame 
students graduate more educated than their professors.” That statement 
is ignorant and disrespectful of the amount of time, passion, and energy 
every professor here has put into their academic career.

MurphyKate Montee 
Badin Hall 
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Letter to the Editor

Obesity in America is rising at a higher 
rate than in any other country in the 
world. Some adults, and children alike, 
don’t take care of their physical health 
as they should.

Not exercising regularly and eating 
poorly are the two main reasons for be-
ing overweight, or obese. 

It doesn’t help that fast food restau-
rants are conveniently located in every 
one of the 50 states. In South Florida, 
these fast food chains are found on ev-
ery major avenue. Occasionally there is a 
McDonald’s, Burger King, Checkers and 
Taco Bell in the same shopping center. If 
not, they are within a one-mile radius.

Recently, Michael Bloomberg, gover-
nor of New York, mandated a soda ban. 
Although his ban was overturned earlier 
last week by a New York state judge, it 
aimed to restrict the sale of large sugary 
drinks at local movie theaters, restau-
rants and street stands.

As a society, being obese is not 
something we should work to become. 
However, no level of government should 
have the authority to dictate what we 
can and cannot consume.

Being obese is a health issue that 
needs to be addressed by the individual 
suffering from the condition, not by gov-
ernmental authorities.

It is our right as citizens to be able to 

choose what to eat freely, without limi-
tations. At the end of the day, a regula-
tion will not stop people from finding 
a way to consume soda or any other 
unhealthy food. As long as fast food is 
around, soda will be, too.

Although the government cannot limit 
our right to choose what to eat or drink, 
there are other ways they can help. For 
example, some cities require calorie 
counts to be included in menus at res-
taurants. In Miami, food chains such as 
Subway, McDonald’s and Panera Bread 
already have this measure in place.

Adding calorie counts to menus edu-
cates people who are choosing what they 
want to eat. Although it doesn’t limit 
their options, it allows them to make 
educated decisions. In many cases, 
people may still choose to eat the meal 
with more calories, but at least they will 
know what they’re putting into their 
bodies.

Knowing exactly what you are eating 
or drinking is a benefit, even if it is over-
looked. But don’t take away our freedom 
to choose. Some people want to go for 
the big gulp.

This column originally ran in the March 
20 edition of The Miami Hurricane, 
serving the University of Miami. 
Editorials represent the majority view of 
The Miami Hurricane editorial board.

The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer.

The Miami Hurricane Editorial Board
The Miami Hurricane

Don’t tread on our 
sugary sodas
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By SAM STRYKER
Senior Staff Writer

He’s back.
After a six-and-a-half year musical hia-

tus, Justin Timberlake — the real Justin, 
for all you Beliebers out there — has re-
turned to the music scene with his third 
studio album, “The 20/20 Experience,” 
released Tuesday.

In the music scene, Timberlake’s ab-
sence felt like an eternity. During that 
time, new pop stars emerged — Lady 
Gaga, Justin Bieber, Katy Perry and the 
boys of One Direction. Rihanna released 
five — count ‘em, five! — albums during 
that time period. It was only natural to 
expect great things from Timberlake in 
his return to music.

Perhaps because of my sky-high ex-
pectations, I was a tad let down by “The 
20/20 Experience” upon first listen. I was 
expecting JT to blow my pants off with 
his new music.  I was expecting “The 
20/20 Experience” to provide the catchi-
est jams I could look forward to hear-
ing — and dancing to — multiple times 
every Wednesday at Finny’s. I wanted 
songs in the vein of “Rock Your Body” 
and “Sexyback.” 

But that isn’t what Timberlake’s album 
does. Once you accept that, “The 20/20 
Experience” becomes a much more en-
joyable listen.

Unless you live under a rock, you’ve 
heard the first single off the album, “Suit 
& Tie.” Released to much fanfare (and 
rightfully so), Timberlake performed 
the song at the Grammys, on “Saturday 
Night Live” and in — gasp! — Bud Light 
commercials. “Suit & Tie” is a fitting 
song for Timberlake, who was featured 
in Thursday’s Style section of The New 
York Times and regularly earns praise 
for his dapper style.

No longer featuring the frosted tips 
of his N’SYNC days, Timberlake has 
ditched the all-denim outfit he once 
wore with then-girlfriend Britney Spears 
for Tom Ford suits. Timberlake now is a 
style icon in the vein of Cary Grant, the 
Times argues, and “Suit & Tie” sonically 
projects that sophistication. Featuring 
a throwaway cameo by Jay-Z, the track 
is breezy and fun in a way most of the 
other tracks on “The 20/20 Experience” 
are not.

Still, easily the best song off the al-
bum is “Mirrors,” which shows once 
again that Timberlake can slow things 

down and deliver a gut-wrenching track. 
He did it with “Cry Me a River” on his 
freshman effort, “Justified,” and once 
again on “FutureSex/LoveSounds” with 
“What Goes Around … Comes Around.” 
But while those songs dealt with themes 
of betrayal and loss — thank you, Miss 
Britney Spears — “Mirrors” is reflective 
(pardon the pun) of Timberlake’s rela-
tionship and recent marriage to Jessica 
Biel. It is soulful while also being up-
beat, and with Timbaland’s production 
it sounds like a signature JT track.

Unfortunately, none of the other tracks 
on “The 20/20 Experience” really stand 
out. As a whole, the album is enjoyable 
and gets better with every subsequent 
listen. But aside from the previous two 
aforementioned tracks, none of the other 
songs pop out as “must-listens.” “Pusher 
Love Girl” gets the album off with a 
jump and is a fun, flirty track perfect 
for warm summer nights. “Strawberry 
Bubblegum” is the requisite song relat-
ing a girl and romance to some type of 
food. “Let The Groove In” changes pace 
and is a funky jam and a breath of fresh 
air on the album. “Blue Ocean Floor” is 
staid, deliberate and reminiscent of the 
sound on Frank Ocean’s recent release, 

“Channel Orange.” 
By that token, Timberlake takes his 

time with most of the tracks — much 
as Ocean did on his first solo album. 
Eight of the 10 songs on “The 20/20 
Experience” are six minutes or longer, 
which allows the slower pace of the al-
bum to really sink in.

Luckily for music fans, Timberlake 
has already announced he plans to re-
lease a follow-up effort to “The 20/20 
Experience” sooner rather than later. JT 
has proven he can slow things down and 
hit home with his deliberate pace. Here’s 
to hoping he’ll rock our bodies the next 
time around.

Contact Sam Stryker at sstryke1@nd.edu

“The 20/20 
Experience”
Justin Timberlake

Label: WEG, RCA

Tracks: “Suit & Tie,” “Mirrors”

If you like: Frank Ocean 

By CLAIRE STEPHENS
Scene Writer

Between spring break travels, 
study abroad programs and sum-
mer vacations, many Notre Dame 
students find themselves running 
loose in foreign countries. While 
seeing the sights and soaking up 
the culture, feet inevitably get tired 
and even the virtually-bottomless 
pit of collegiate energy can’t get us 
everywhere on our own two feet. 
Luckily, most big international cit-
ies have an underground system 
to get travelers where they need to 
go. 

But if there were an Olympics of 
underground transportation, who 
would come away with the gold, 
silver and bronze? Here is my list 
based on the undergrounds I’ve 
ridden on:

Gold: London, UK
Silver: Barcelona/Madrid, Spain
Bronze: Washington D.C., USA
4th: Rome, Italy
5th: New York City, USA
6th: Chicago, USA
7th: Paris, France
8th: Brussels, Belgium
And now the judging criteria:

Cleanliness 
I took a look at how comparatively 

gross, dirty or underground-look-
ing each were. While some on the 
lower end of this Underground 
Transportation Olympiad might 
seem old and decrepit, our win-
ners seemed to be more shiny, art-
sy and new. Where you might find 
rats and bugs running around the 
tracks of the lesser competitors, 
our champion underground sys-
tems boasted clean, updated and 
well-maintained trains.
Technology 

It’s not enough to simply look 
new, but our champions just had 
to feel new. Electronic boards 
on the platforms of the superior 
stations told us when to catch 
our next train, while video ad-
vertisements lit up the walls, 
marketing products instead of 
their sadder paper cousins re-
siding on the walls of the lesser 
stations.
Range/speed of service 

More often than not, our win-
ning systems were extensive, 
able to get us just about any-
where, without the inconve-
nience of getting out to take the 
bus or — worse yet — walking 
between stops. They can take us 
to popular, favorite destinations 
in reasonable time, in a reliable 

fashion.
Safety 

Our winners helped us to feel safe, 
with many underground trans-
portation officials or police officers 
near the stops. Little crime or theft 
occurred near our winning stations 
thanks to the watchful eyes of our 
authorities. The stops were in safe 
parts of towns, and precautionary 
measures were taken to minimize 
risk in the stations. 
Price 

When it came down to it, money 
was as important of a criterion as 
any in judging our transportation 
systems. We took a look at how ex-
pensive would a ride be with and 
without a fare card. Examining how 
the pricing system worked out (i.e. 
do they charge you just to enter, or 
according to how far you travel?) 
helped make it clear if the system 
was worth its fare.
Map 

How helpful is the map of the un-
derground? If you’re at one of our 
top three stations, then more than 
likely you can easily figure out the 
lines and how to get where you need 
to go. Even if you’re not a cartogra-
pher or some kind of famous explor-
er, in a good underground system 
you’ll find yourself easily mapping 

out your adventure. 
Ease/comfort of use 

Sometimes underground sys-
tems can feel overwhelming, where 
one can easily get lost within all the 
stairs, escalators and elevators (oh 
my!). But the markings of any good 
underground system are their smil-
ing passengers, comfortable and se-
cure in their underground stations. 
Advertisements

 Are there a lot of ads inside of the 
train and along the platforms? Are 
they bright, big, visual and interest-
ing, or ratty, cheap and littered with 
scribbled drawings? Ads and their 
appearances on the trains and plat-
forms are giveaways of the status of 
the station. Bright, clean, welcom-
ing ads are telltale signs of a good 
underground system. 
Personality 

The bottom line is what’s really 
important to the status of any un-
derground system is the system 
itself. It’s all about what makes the 
systems tick, gives them life and 
sets them apart from the rest. Our 
winners had character, defining 
traits that are theirs and theirs 
alone. 

Contact Claire Stephens at 
cstephe4@nd.edu

Who Has the Best Underground Travel?

BRANDON KEELEAN | The Observer
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By ANDREW GASTELUM 
Editor-in-Chief

Music, it’s new to somebody.
My favorite album ever (Kid Cudi’s “Man on the 

Moon: The End of Day”) may be a classic to me, but 
it could be entirely new to you. My favorite guilty 
pleasure (Solange’s “Losing You”) may be a secret 
to me, but it could be your favorite song. The al-
bum that turned me into a fan audiophile in the first 
place (Coldplay’s “Viva La Vida or Death and All His 
Friends”) may be legendary to me, but to you its total 
crap. 

Hey, that’s the best part about music. I wouldn’t 
have it any other way. 

But the one feeling we all share about this blissful 
part of our lives is we can’t have enough new music 
and I wouldn’t have that any other way either.

New is the future. It’s upcoming. I can’t tell you 
how stoked I am for the upcoming Kid Cudi album on 
April 23. Eighteen tracks, Cudi’s producing it all and 
he hasn’t had a solo release in three years. Call me 
Mr. Rager, because that’s all I’ll be doing then.

New is the present. It’s recent. Justin Timberlake 
just released some new tunes. So did Diplo (one-half 
of Major Lazer). So did Kendrick Lamar — his verses 
on the “Don’t Kill My Vibe” remix feat. Jay-Z made his 
shirt say R.I.P., absolutely burying Hov and Shyne in 
his wake with some of the best bars of the year. 

New is the past. It’s relative. Just because 
OneRepublic’s anthemic album “Waking Up” 

released in 2009, that doesn’t mean I listened to it 
right away. It took me two full years to catch it, but 
once I did it entered my rotation and those of my 
friends.  

As a college kid, I couldn’t survive without music. It 
is absolutely vital and I feel it is probably that way for 
just about everyone on campus, with the exception 
of those random guys above Fisher Hall on Football 
Fridays. 

Don’t get me wrong, my favorite artists will always 
be Kid Cudi, The Shins, Kanye West, The Strokes, 
Youth Lagoon, Kendrick Lamar, Bon Iver, Childish 
Gambino, The Beatles, U2, Passion Pit and co. But 
the unquenchable thirst for something new, the viva-
cious hope to add a spot to this echelon will remain 
the same. 

As a result, I am always searching for new music. 
I’m a new-music fiend, tunneling through the digi-
tal underground and wading my way through the 
mainstream in order to reach my yet-unknown des-
tination. Whether it is old school or released this past 
Tuesday, I have to listen to new music every week. 
Have to. 

So that’s why I am writing in this space. Look be-
low, and you will see an orange box. It reads “The 
Kickback,” because that is exactly what it is. It’s a 
Cali term, translating as both a verb and a noun 
that means to get amongst your favorite dudes, 
bump your favorite music and just plain chill to 
the max.

No expectations, no problems, no worries. It’s 

the California way.
And since I can’t bring the sun back with me to 

booming South Bend, I figured I could bring the 
tunes instead. Just this week, at least 10 people 
have made my day by complementing my Spotify. 
I make frequent playlists/mix CDs for my closest 
buds. I spread music like SBTRKT’s “Wildfire.” Now 
it just goes on a grander scale.

My musical tastes range from old school rap to 
indie/alternative to acoustic to new-age rap. For 
that, I have to thank my dad, the musician. 

He introduced me to a steady rush of The Beatles 
and U2 from the get-go. Then, A Tribe Called Quest 
added a fresh new set of tastebuds to my lyrical 
taste. I strayed from hip-hop when I felt betrayed 
by the hardcore/club style of 50 Cent and Lil 
Wayne. So The Strokes and Coldplay took me in and 
showed me the world of alternative rock, while Jack 
Johnson and The Shins pushed a more mellow feel 
until Kanye reeled me back in. 

Because of this musical journey, I make my stand 
with a wide-ranging palate. Sometimes it’s pretty 
weird, other times it’s too pop-ish, but it’s often 
spot-on. But no matter, because it’s new to me, 
whether it is from now or then. 

So if you want to kick back, send me some music 
suggestions and follow me at @andrewgastelum. 
I’ll do the same for you every Friday in the orange 
box below.

Contact Andrew Gastelum at agastel1@nd.edu

Youth Lagoon’s “Wondrous 
Bughouse” dropped March 5, 
but I still find something new 
in every listen (currently on 
my 10th on Spotify). Lead man 
Trevor Powers adds layers on 
layers of delicate, swirling 
synths and muffled audio that 
makes lo-fi what it is today. 

Combine The Beatles’ “Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 
Band” with Sufjan Stevens’ 
“Illinois” and you essentially 

arrive at the pleasant oddity of 
“Wondrous Bughouse.” 

It’s upbeat without being 
poppy and incredibly differ-
ent without being too strange. 
Powers delves into the dilem-
mas of the universe in his 
sophomore album and its in-
trospective look into the hu-
man psyche succeeds in the 
same way his first album “The 
Year of Hibernation” does, but 
just on a grander scale.

“The Year of Hibernation” 
remains one of my favorite 
albums ever and is a must-
listen, as Powers gently — and 

often inadvertently — tosses 
you into the world of anguish 
and empathy from the acous-
tics of his dorm bedroom at 
Boise State. 

“Wondrous Bughouse” is 
no “The Year of Hibernation.” 
It lacks the simplicity and 
stark sincerity, but maybe 
that is also where it thrives. 
It adds a whole other dimen-
sion with layered complexity 
and bubbly harmonies to go 
along with Powers’ humming, 
calming tones. 

If an album listen doesn’t 
suit you, be sure to check 

out “Raspberry Cane,” 
“Dropla” and “Daisyphobia.” 
The soothing melodies of 
these songs transport you 
to a dreamy state where the 
eyes close and imagination 
abounds. 

It may be weird, but some-
times weird is good because it 
keeps things interesting. And 
“Wondrous Bughouse” does 
just that.

“Wondrous Bughouse”
Artist: Youth Lagoon

Record Label: Fat Possum Records

Genre:  Low-Fi Pop

                  Andrew Gastelum  
                     Editor-in-Chief
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For Rent
COMMENCEMENT RENTAL-

prime location on ND Ave. Beautiful 
house within walking distance to 
everything. Email for additional info 
and photos nd-house@sbcglobal.net 

Personal
CHICAGO FIVE FOR THE 

HOMELESS. Helping the homeless 
around Michiana and Chicago. “LIKE 
US” on FACEBOOK @ www.face-
book.com/chicagofiveforthehomeless 

UNPLANNED PREGNANCY? 
Don’t go it alone. Notre Dame has 
many resources in place to assist you. 
If you or someone you love needs con-
fidential support or assistance, please 
call Ann Whitall at 1-0084 or Karen 
Kennedy at 1-5550. For more informa-
tion, visit ND’s website at: http://preg-
nancysupport@nd.edu

NCAA men’s Basketball

Wichita State upsets 
Pittsburgh

Associated Press 

SALT LAKE CITY — This 
was supposed to be a come-
back season for Pittsburgh 
after failing to make the 
NCAA tournament last year.

But a quarterfinal loss to 
Syracuse in the Big East tour-
ney and a 73-55 thumping at 
the hands of Wichita State 
on Thursday in the second 
round of the NCAA tourna-
ment had coach Jamie Dixon 
feeling bad for his players.

“I’m sorry for our seniors 
to go out this way. They had 
great careers, and won a lot 
of games for us,” Dixon said 
of Dante Taylor and Tray 
Woodall, who wept during 
postgame interviews.

Dixon, the subject of spec-
ulation surrounding the head 
coaching job at Southern 
California, said “Well, yes,” 
when asked whether he ex-
pected to be back at Pitt 
(24-9).

“I just had my point guard 
break down here,” he added 
quickly. “That’s the farthest 
thing from my mind.”

Woodall was leading No. 
8 seed Pitt in scoring enter-
ing Thursday’s second-round 
game. He finished with two 
points on 1-of-12 shooting, 
including 0 of 5 from 3-point 
range, with five turnovers.

“They played great and 
seemed to be far more ag-
gressive,” Dixon said of the 
ninth-seeded Shockers. 
“Extremely disappointed in 
the loss. I know we’re a bet-
ter team that what we played 
today.”

The Panthers will go for-
ward with 7-footer Steven 
Adams, forward Lamar 
Patterson and freshman 
Durand Johnson.

Adams led Pitt (24-9) with 
13 points and 11 rebounds in 
his first NCAA action, hardly 
overwhelmed at the big stage, 
something that could be a 
springboard for next year.

“Well, it has to be,” Dixon 
said. “That’s what I told our 
returning guys ... it’s some-
thing we’ve got to learn from 
and for Steve, he kept bat-
tling and kept going and was 

active around the glass.
Malcolm Armstead led 

Wichita State with 22 points 
and Cleanthony Early added 
21. Carl Hall added 11 points 
for the Shockers (27-8), who 
face the winner of the No. 
1-ranked Gonzaga-Southern 
game.

The Shockers forced Pitt 
into 15 turnovers and held 
the Panthers to 35 percent 
shooting, including 1 of 17 
from 3-point range.

Woodall missed his first 
four shots and it didn’t get 
much better from there.

Plenty of credit went to 
Tekele Cotton, who had the 
task of guarding Woodall.

“Tray missed three layups 
there in a row at one point,” 
Dixon said. “It’s just one of 
those days for us. We talked 
about him being their best 
defender. ... Our balance has 
been our key, but when you 
don’t have anybody shoot it 
well and you go 1 of 17 from 
the 3, there are not a lot of 
things you can point to.”

The Shockers scored 21 
points off turnovers and 
took advantage at the free 
throw line, making 33 of 41 
attempts.

Wichita State led 26-21 at 
the break but nearly doubled 
its offensive output in the 
second half.

Early’s layup and two free 
throws by Armstead pushed 

Wichita State’s lead to 30-
21 early in the second half. 
Johnson’s 3-pointer cut it 
to 30-26, and the Panthers 
were within 35-31 following 
a three-point play by James 
Robinson. Cotton answered 
with a 3-pointer to bump the 
Shockers’ lead to 38-31 with 
12:44 remaining.

Hall’s three-point play 
with under 12 minutes left 
gave the Shockers a 10-point 
lead, 41-31. Pitt pulled within 
six after four free throws but 
the Shockers went on a 6-0 
run, fueled by a pair of steals, 
a dunk by Cotton and two 
more free throws by Early for 
a 47-35 advantage with 10:13 
left.

The Panthers wouldn’t get 
any closer than eight the rest 
of the way.

The game was expected to 
be a defensive struggle, with 
Pitt allowing just 55.4 points 
and the Shockers known for 
dominating the glass with 38 
rebounds a game.

As expected, it was 
physical.

When Adams went in 
strong for a dunk in the first 
half, he was fouled hard by 
Early.

“We weren’t surprised at 
all,” Woodall said. “Coming 
into this game, coach em-
phasized to us that they were 
real physical. These guys 
were real tough.”

AP

Wichita State fans celebrate during their team’s 73-55 victory over 
Pittsburgh in the second round of the NCAA tournament Thursday.

Considering 
sports’ ‘what-ifs’

Mary Green
Sports Writer

While the commencement of a 
certain national basketball tour-
nament promises upsets, lopsided 
wins and chaos galore, it appears 
that March’s madness is not just 
confined to the hardwood.

The insanity of the third month 
of the year has found its way into 
— of all places — a now-infamous 
set of fax machines belonging to 
the Denver Broncos and Marty 
Magid, Elvis Dumervil’s ex-agent.

As a result of the stipulations 
of Dumervil’s new contract, the 
team was forced to cut him be-
cause they received his completed 
paperwork seven minutes after its 
deadline. 

Years from now, will we all look 
back on this blunder and laugh? 
Or will we wonder, in the event 
that the defensive end’s career re-
ally blossoms with another team, 
what would have happened if he 
stayed in the Mile High City?

This got me thinking: what are 
some of the best cases of “what 
if” in sports deals? I have come 
up with a list of the ultimate cog-
turners, the ones that make you 
wonder what would have hap-
pened if the situation had turned 
out another way.

If the Red Sox hadn’t sold 
Babe Ruth’s contract

Of course this is No. 1. This deal 
is essentially the sports equivalent 
of “What if Moses hadn’t parted 
the Red Sea and the Hebrews 
didn’t escape Egypt?” Too dra-
matic? Revisiting this deal opens 
up a Pandora’s box of hypotheti-
cals regarding how the baseball 
landscape would look if the Babe 
had never donned the pinstripes. 

Would Boston have a slew of 
World Series rings today? Two 
years after the Ruth acquisition, 
the Yankees earned their first title 
in 1923, beginning nearly a centu-
ry of dominance on the diamond 
that has netted the club 27 World 
Series titles and 40 American 
League pennants. 

Would George Steinbrenner 
have purchased the Bronx 
Bombers in 1973 if they didn’t 
have their storied history, started 
with Ruth? The Boss may have not 
had an incentive to buy the team 
without the appeal of continu-
ing the legacies of Ruth, Mickey 
Mantle and Joe DiMaggio, and 
it’s difficult to imagine baseball 
without him.

Without “The House that Ruth 
Built,” would Derek Jeter be “The 
Captain” or just another good 
infielder? Would we care which 
celebrities he dates or how much 
weight he may or may not have 
gained in the offseason?

This examination only touches 
the tip of the iceberg of “what-
ifs” surrounding this deal, since 
it involved two great franchises 
with an abundance of historic 

storylines and notable players.

LeBron James joins the Heat  
The phrase “I’m gonna take my 

talents to South Beach,” or any 
derivative of it, is undoubtedly 
one of my favorite sports quotes of 
all time. But what if LeBron didn’t 
take his talents to the Sunshine 
State and elected to stay with the 
Cavs instead?

For one, Miami’s current 24-
game win streak would not have 
drawn as much attention as it 
does now. Most people following 
the team’s run watch because 
they want to see them lose, not 
because they are cheering for 
King James and his court to 
emerge victorious after yet an-
other game.

Additionally, LeBron wouldn’t 
be the polarizing athlete that he 
is today. If he remained with his 
hometown team, he still would 
have been entertaining, with his 
pregame chalk cloud and loyal 
fan base. But moving down south 
brought a tidal wave of hate and 
disgust towards James, adding a 
new facet to his captivating story 
on and off the court. 

Michael Jordan signs with Nike
This deal is a little different 

from the first two, but it is still just 
as important to sports because 
it ushered in the era of ‘athlete 
branding.’

What if M.J. had chosen adidas 
or Converse as his sponsor when 
he left Chapel Hill? Would those 
companies have given him his 
own shoe and allowed him to 
later begin his own brand?

Try to imagine sports without 
the Jumpman logo, without the 
inspiring Air Jordan commercials.

Just putting on Jordan products 
gives athletes and non-athletes 
alike, a swagger and untouchabil-
ity that originated with the man 
himself.

This is because Mike has 
become so much more than a 
basketball player. He embodies 
the Jay-Z line, “I’m not a business-
man, I’m a business, man.” He 
has built his own empire with the 
start that Nike gave him.

And what would that empire 
be like without this first deal? 
Nothing. No “Sports Illustrated” 
50th-birthday covers. No Space 
Jam. No steakhouses. Nike gave 
MJ a foundation to continue his 
popularity well past his retire-
ments — all three of them.

So will this Dumervil non-deal 
end up altering the face of sports 
as we know it? Probably not. But if 
we’ve learned anything pver the 
last 90 years, it’s that one stroke 
of the pen can have quite the 
impact.

Contact Mary Green at 
mgreen8@nd.edu 
	 The views expressed in this 
Sports Authority are those of the 
author and not necessarily those of 
The Observer.
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smc tennis

By D.H. KIM
Sports Writer

The rejuvenated Belles will 
face St. Francis on Friday, a 
week after returning from their 
spring break training trip to 
Orlando.

Belles coach Dale Campbell 
said the team is healthy and 
charged to start its regular sea-
son against the Cougars (0-1) 
after going 2-4 during their fall 
campaign. 

“It’s a non-conference op-
ponent but they are pretty lo-
cal, in the Fort Wayne area, so 
this match will be interesting,” 
Campbell said.  

St. Francis opened their 
spring season with a 2-6 loss 
to the Indiana Institute of 
Technology on March 1. St. 
Francis went 7-8 during the fall 
season. 

Friday’s match will be held 
indoors at the Eck Pavilion, 
where weather won’t trouble ei-
ther team.

After the beautiful Florida 
weather, which allowed the 
Belles to fit in conditioning 

work, their opening match at 
Indiana Wesleyan was abruptly 
canceled due to foul weather 
conditions. 

“They said the game had to 
be rescheduled because the 
weather was bad and they have 
no indoor facilities,” coach 
Dale Campbell said. “Normally 
it has to be at least 50 degrees or 
else it’s just too cool and windy 
to play outdoors for athletes.” 

The coaches from the Belles 
and Indiana Wesleyan have 
talked about the possibility of 
moving the game to early April, 
but no date has been confirmed 
yet. They are likely to release a 
date next week. Ironically, the 
Belles were scheduled to face 
St. Francis last year during 
spring training in Orlando, but 
that match was canceled due to 
weather conditions. That be-
came a trend for the Belles, who 
missed more than three games 
due to rain and wind.

The Belles will host the 
Cougars at 5:30 p.m.

Contact D.H. Kim at           
dkim16@nd.edu

Belles return from 
week-long break

that,” Sherwood said. 
“They were clutch in situa-
tions when we needed them 
to be. I am excited to see 
them keep improving and 
performing at this level.”

Sullivan said the 

freshmen’s performance 
will only improve with 
time.

“They’re definitely more 
excited now, they were ner-
vous before,” Sullivan said. 
“With so many unknown 
things, the f irst college 
game and some unneces-
sary pressures might have 
gotten to them. Now they’re 

ready to get back on the 
f ield and do better than 
they did. They just want to 
keep going now and build 
off what we have.”

The Belles will travel to 
face Franklin on Saturday 
at 1 p.m. in Franklin, Ind.

Contact Casey Karnes at 
wkarnes@nd.edu

Belles
Continued from page 14

nd women’s swimming

Reaney wins B final
Obser ver Sta f f Report 

Not re Da me got of f to 
a good sta r t on t he f i rst 
day of t he NCAA   nat ion-
a l cha mpionships, as 
four sw immers ea r ned 
Honorable Ment ion A l l-
A mer ica honors.

Sophomore Emma 
Rea ney led t he way for t he 
Ir ish, w inning t he “B” f i-
na l in t he 200 IM a nd plac-
ing 9t h overa l l . Her t ime 
of 1: 55.06 was just 0.01 
seconds shy of t he school 
record she set ea rl ier in 
t he season at t he Ohio 
State Inv itat iona l.  Rea ney 
was a lso a pa r t of t he 400 
med ley relay tea m t hat 

took 13t h place overa l l 
a nd f i f t h in t he “B” f ina l. 
Wit h t hose per for ma nces, 
Rea ney ea r ned t wo A l l-
A mer ica n citat ions, t he 
f i f t h of her ca reer a nd t he 
si x t h most in prog ra m 
histor y.

Ot her Ir ish sw immers 
ea r ning A l l-A mer ica ac-
colades as pa r t of t he 
400 med ley relay tea m 
included senior K im 
Holden, junior Kel ly Rya n 
a nd f reshmen Cat her ine 
Ga l lett i . The relay f inished 
w it h a t ime of 3 : 34.66, 
brea k ing t he school record 
by 0.2 seconds. It was t he 
t hird t ime t his yea r t hat 
ma rk has been broken.

In div ing, senior Jenny 
Chia ng competed in t he 
1-meter spr ingboa rd, f in-
ishing w it h 273.05 points 
which leaves her in 23rd 
place overa l l . 

The Ir ish cur rent ly sit in 
16t h place a f ter Day One 
at t he NCAA   cha mpion-
ships, but st i l l have plent y 
of t ime to move up in t he 
sta ndings. 

On Fr iday, Not re Da me 
w i l l compete in t wo re-
lays, t he 200 med ley a nd 
t he 800 f reest yle, whi le 
Rea ney, Rya n, Holden, a nd 
Chia ng w i l l a l l compete 
in indiv idua l events. The 
second day of compet it ion 
beg ins at 11 a.m.
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smc softball

Belles take on elements
By CASEY K ARNES
Sports Writer

Saint Mary’s will have to 
contend with the prolonged 
Indiana winter this week-
end as it battles Franklin in 
a road doubleheader.

After splitting 10 games 
on their spring break trip to 
Florida, the Belles (5-5) will 
look to build some momen-
tum with victories back in 
their home state. 

The most diff icult op-
ponent the Belles face this 
weekend, however, may be 
Mother Nature. With tem-
peratures in the 30s and 
freezing winds, the weath-
er can play a role in early-
season games. The snow 
and cold has canceled the 
Belles’ past two double-
headers, against Carthage 
on Tuesday and W heaton 
on Friday. 

But senior captain and 
shortstop Emily Sherwood 

said she is confident her 
team will be able to adjust.

“[The cold weather] is a 
factor that we cannot do 
anything about, so we don 
our Under Armour and 
push through,” Sherwood 
said. “We have a term we 
use in almost every facet 
of practice, games and life 
in general: mental tough-
ness. [Belles’] Coach [Erin] 
Sullivan teaches us that 
from the very beginning 
and cold weather is just an-
other instance where our 
mental toughness comes 
into play.”

Saint Mary’s will head to 
Franklin (3-9) for a road 
doubleheader Saturday. 
W hile the Grizzlies may not 
boast an impressive record, 
Sullivan knows her team 
needs to focus and play 
with intensity to win.

“It’s a really long bus trip 
down [to Franklin], and it 
can really throw off teams,” 

Sullivan said. “We need to 
hit the way we can hit … 
[and] have our pitchers do 
well. If we play the way we 
are capable of, we should 
win.”

Sullivan will count on 
Sherwood and co-captain 
senior catcher Morgan 
Bedan to stabilize the of-
fense and defense this 
weekend. Their veteran 
leadership is essential to 
a team with 10 freshmen, 
many of whom were thrust 
into a starting role, includ-
ing second baseman Angela 
Dainelli. Even with only of 
week of games under their 
belt, the rookie Belles have 
earned their captain’s trust.

“The freshmen played 
well in Florida. They were 
asked to step up and per-
form not as freshmen but 
as collegiate athletes, and 
they did a great job with 

track & field

Irish begin 
outdoor season

By COLE SCHIETINGER
Sports Writer

As South Bend welcomes 
the first weekend of spring 
with a fresh snowfall, the 
track and field athletes will 
head down to Houston, Texas 
to kick off their outdoor sea-
son at the 31st annual Victor 
Lopez Invitational. 

The Irish will attempt to 
match the success of their 
indoor season when 10 
team members were named 
All-Americans.

“It’s easy to be satisfied 
with your accomplishments 
thus far, but you still have to 
be hungry for more,” sopho-
more Chris Giesting said.

The Irish hope to match 
their performance at last sea-
son’s Victor Lopez Invitational 
when they celebrated 10 top-
three finishes.

On the men’s side, Giesting 
will continue to compete 
with junior Patrick Feeney, 
who went back and forth with 
him for the school’s indoor 
400-meter record this past in-
door track season. The two of 
them accompanied 12 other 
Notre Dame track and field 
stars to the NCAA Outdoor 
Championships in 2012. 

After a great outdoor sea-
son last year, the Irish will 
face high expectations this 
season, as 10 of those com-
petitors at the 2012 NCAA 
Outdoor Championships are 
returning. Among those com-
peting in Houston are indoor 
All-Americans, freshman 
Margaret Bamgbose, sopho-
more Jade Barber, and juniors 
Michelle Brown and Megan 

Yanik. 
Following an outstanding 

indoor season, senior Rebecca 
Tracey is noticeably absent 
from the list of women com-
peting in Houston. Tracy set 
the school record in the mile 
at the Alex Wilson Invitational 
less than one month ago. 
Tracy became a first team 
All-American after placing 
eighth at the NCAA Indoor 
Championships with a time of 
4:33.53. Last year, Tracy was 
a reliable contributor to the 
women’s outdoor track team, 
as she starred on the 4x800-
meter relay team and individ-
ually in the 1,500-meter. 

The women’s team still 
aims to come out strong 
without Tracy, hoping to 
build on its indoor Big East 
Championship. Beyond be-
ing conference champions, 
the women’s team was able to 
crack the NCAA’s Top 25 dur-
ing the indoor season and are 
seeking to repeat that accom-
plishment this season.

Three Irish freshmen will 
celebrate their outdoor de-
buts in Houston. Hurdler 
Aaron Dunn of Bellefontaine, 
Ohio and middle distance 
runner Kelsey Amarosa of 
Nesconset, N.Y. will join in-
door All-American Margaret 
Bamgbose as the trio attempts 
to make a splash in their first 
meet.

The Irish start their outdoor 
season this weekend at the 
Victor Lopez Invitational at 
Rice University in Houston, 
Tex.

Contact Cole Schietinger at 
cschieti@nd.edu

GRANT TOBIN | The Observer

Irish sophomore Ann Polcari prepares to pole vault during the Meyo 
Invitational at Notre Dame on Feb.1.

see BELLES PAGE 13
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NCAA Men’s Basketball

Crimson stun Lobos in first-round thriller
Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — Give 
those Harvard kids an A-plus in 
another subject: Bracketbusting 
101.

The school known for produc-
ing U.S. presidents, Supreme 
Court justices and Nobel Prize 
winners earned its first NCAA 
tournament victory Thursday 
night — a 68-62 upset of No. 
3 seed New Mexico — and it 
didn’t feel like a fluke.

Wesley Saunders scored 18 
points and Laurent Rivard 
made five 3-pointers to help 
the 14th-seeded Crimson pull 
the biggest surprise of March 
Madness so far.

Reaction came quickly, and 
from various corners.

“America, we are sorry for 
messing up your brackets and 
also your financial system 
and everything else,” tweeted 

the jokesters at the Harvard 
Lampoon.

And this from Harvard’s most 
famous hoops alum, Jeremy Lin: 
“YYYYYEEEEESSSSSSSSS      ! ! ! 
HARVARD winssss!!! haha-
hahhah i told you,” he tweeted 
shortly after the victory.

Everybody ready for 
Crimsonsanity?

Next up for Harvard (20-9), 
a meeting with sixth-seeded 
Arizona, which beat Belmont 
81-64 earlier in the West Region.

“This is the No. 1 moment in 
my career,” said Harvard senior 
Christian Webster, who finished 
with 11 points. “The thought 
came to mind that this could be 
the last game. We showed a lot 
of toughness, just persevering.”

Indeed.
The Ivy Leaguers put the 

clamps down on New Mexico’s 
Tony Snell, holding him to nine 
points on 4-for-12 shooting after 

he dominated in the Mountain 
West Conference tournament. 
They banged inside with Lobos 
big men Cameron Bairstow and 
Alex Kirk, whose 22 points pro-
vided New Mexico’s only con-
sistent offense.

Mostly, they showed none of 
the jitters that marked their trip 
to the tournament last year, a 
79-70 loss to Vanderbilt in the 
Crimson’s first NCAA appear-
ance since 1946.

Rivard went 6 of 7 from 3 
in that one — played on New 
Mexico’s home court in The Pit 
— and was clearly pumped for 
an encore against the Lobos 
themselves. He was 5 of 9 this 
time, with three of them coming 
in the first half, while Harvard 
was holding a small lead and, 
more importantly, answering 
every surge the Lobos (29-6) 
could muster. Rivard finished 
with 17 points.

AP

Harvard’s senior guard Christian Webster drives down the key during 
the Crimson’s 68-62 upset of New Mexico on Thursday night. 

fencing 

Irish excel on day 
one of NCAAs

By LAURA COLETTI
Sports Writer

After three rounds of men’s 
individual and team competi-
tion on the first day of the NCAA 
Fencing championships in San 
Antonio, Notre Dame sits tied 
with Harvard for third place with 
50 points, just one point behind 
second-place Princeton and 13 
points behind Penn State, who is 
currently in first. 

Several Notre Dame fenc-
ers also placed well in their re-
spective weapons. Junior Kevin 
Hassett and freshman John 
Hallsten are currently in seventh 
and 16th place, respectively, in 
the men’s saber. Senior foil Gerek 
Meinhardt had a flawless day of 
competition and is currently in 
first place, while fellow foil, junior 
Ariel DeSmet, sits at ninth place. 
Freshman Garrett McGrath and 
junior Michael Rossi are current-
ly in 19th and 24th place, respec-
tively, in the men’s epee. 

Hassett said he felt good about 
how his team performed yester-
day and was happy for several of 
the team members who fenced 
particularly well.

“I feel like we had a good start 
[yesterday], but there were a 

couple of places where we could 
have done a little better,” he said. 
“Some of us were really on our 
game [yesterday], but others 
didn’t finish as well as we had 
hoped.”

The Irish men will continue to 
compete today. Hassett said he 
felt his squad has the potential to 
perform at an even higher level 
on the second day of competition.

“I feel like everyone on our 
team has the potential to fence 
at the highest level,” Hassett said. 
“It’s just a matter of having the 
right mindset and getting one’s 
job done.”

It is important for the team to 
keep a focused mindset moving 
forward, Hassett said. 

“We need to increase our in-
tensity in a controlled manner 
so that we do not become hot-
headed when things do not go 
our way,” he said. “At the end of 
the first day, we did a good job 
keeping a relatively optimistic 
attitude.”

The men will resume com-
petition today at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Freeman Coliseum in San 
Antonio. 

Contact Laura Coletti at            
lcoletti@nd.edu

men’s golf

Golfers look for redemption
By MEREDITH KELLY
Sports Writer

Despite finishing last in a 
field of 15 teams at the E-Z Go 
Invitational last week, Irish 
coach Jim Kubinski said he 
hadn’t lost confidence in his 
team. 

Notre Dame’s play will re-
vive as they continue to play 
on grass and compete in tour-
naments, Kubinski said. 

The Irish will get the chance 
to redeem themselves this 
weekend when they trav-
el to Williamsburg, Va. to 
compete in the C & F Bank 
Intercollegiate Tournament, 
where they’ll face a field in-
cluding teams such as Boston 
College, Michigan and Florida 

State. 
“It’s a good mix of teams, 

both northern and southern,” 
Kubinski said. 

Facing fellow snow-bound 
schools like Michigan and 
Boston College will create a 
more level playing field for the 
Irish, who struggled against 
schools blessed with more 
temperate climates at the E-Z 
Go Invitational.

“The field last week was very 
strong, with a lot of ranked 
teams and Southern teams,” 
Kubinski said.

Although not as beneficial 
as practicing outside, Kubinski 
said he is proud of his teams’ 
work in the Rolfs Family All-
Season Varsity Golf Facility 
this week, where the team 

is able to do workouts and 
practice hitting and putting. 
Nevertheless, he is aware of 
the challenges the team may 
face during the transition from 
indoor conditions to real grass 
courses. 

“The decision-making, 
where the flagstick is, what 
the wind is doing, all of those 
variables you have to factor in. 
… All of those things you have 
to get used to,” Kubinski said. 
“So, I think starting this week 
we’re going to play a little bet-
ter and get better each week.” 

Kubinski looks towards his 
top performers, senior Paul 
McNamara and junior Niall 
Platt, who led the team, ty-
ing for 22nd in the E-Z Go 
Invitational. He said junior 
Andrew Lane and freshman 
Corey Sciupider are also play-
ers to watch going into this 
week’s tournament. Sciupider 
is getting his first chance to 
start this weekend after com-
peting as an individual in the 
tournament last weekend.

Kubinski said Notre Dame 
fans shouldn’t lose confidence 
in the squad despite the rough 
start to the season.

“To everybody out there on 
campus, I say be patient with 
this young team, there is a lot 
of talent here,” Kubinski said. 
“As we go through the spring, 
I think we will have a good 
chance to get back to NCAAs 
and go for our third-straight 
Big East championship.”

The Irish will tee-off the 
three-day tournament today 
at the Kingsmill Resort-River 
Course in Williamsburg, Va.

Contact Meredith Kelly at    
mkelly29@nd.edu

Join The Observer for a 
tournament blog mara-
thon live from Dayton on 
Friday starting at noon at 
ndsmcobserver.com.ASHLEY DACY | The Observer

Irish junior Andrew Carreon takes a swing during the Fighting 
Irish Gridiron Classic at Notre Dame on Oct. 9, 2012.
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men’s tennis

Irish return to Virginia
By PETER STEINER
Sports Writer

No. 27 Notre Dame will return 
to a familiar venue this weekend 
when it travels to Williamsburg, 
Va., to play William and Mary on 
Saturday. 

The Irish (10-7) faced William 
and Mary (7-12) in November at 
the Tribe Invitational along with 
Harvard and Old Dominion. At 
the invitational, Notre Dame won 
six of eight singles matches and six 
of nine doubles matches against 
the Tribe. 

“They’re always a tough team 
to play,” Irish junior Ryan Bandy 
said. “This year they are not 
ranked as high as they usually 
are, but they’re always scrappy. 
They’re always going to compete 
well.”

In addition to competing at the 
Tribe Invitational, both the Irish 
and the Tribe played in the Blue 
Gray National Tennis Classic in 
Montgomery, Ala., over spring 
break. Although they did not face 
each other, they did play two com-
mon opponents — Troy and No. 
29 Cornell. While The Irish de-
feated both teams, the Tribe fell 
to Cornell in the opening round of 
the tournament. Notre Dame will 
be the favorites this weekend, but 
must maintain its focus on energy 
level, Bandy said.

“I think it’s extremely impor-
tant for us that we are going to 
maintain the mindset that we are 

going to continue to compete well 
in practice the next the couple of 
days,” Bandy said. “When William 
and Mary comes Saturday, [we 
need to] start off real strong in 
doubles with lot of energy and get 
after them.”

Most recently, the Irish hosted 
No. 2 USC at the Eck Pavilion on 
Wednesday, but the Irish lost to 
the Trojans (16-2), 6-1. The team 
began the match slowly, dropping 
the doubles point, but competed 
well in the singles matches, forc-
ing four three-set singles matches 
against the deep USC lineup.

“We just learned from 
[Wednesday’s] lesson when we 
came out a little dry in doubles 
to make sure from the first point 
in doubles just to be on them 

and have a lot of energy,” Bandy 
said. “[We need to] go out there 
and compete harder than we did 
[Wednesday] at the start and just 
kind of build on what we did in 
singles.”

The Irish are 4-2 in the month 
of March, with their most notable 
victory over then-No. 13 Illinois 
on March 5. Including their match 
against William and Mary, the 
Irish have six matches remain-
ing before the Big East champi-
onships, which take place at Eck 
Pavilion.

The match against the Tribe 
will kick off Saturday at 10 a.m. in 
Williamsburg, Va.

Contact Peter Steiner at         
psteiner@nd.edu

nd softball

Notre Dame starts 
Big East play

By MEGAN FINNERAN
Sports Writer

The Irish travel to New Jersey 
this weekend to open Big East 
play with a three-game set 
against Seton Hall. 

Notre Dame (19-7) will play 
two games Saturday afternoon 
and one Sunday.

“The team goals this week-
end are to leave a lasting im-
print on the Big East,” senior 
catcher Amy Buntin said. “We 
want to take one game at a 
time and game-by-game go 
undefeated in Big East play.”

The squad comes off a four-
game sweep at the Highlander 
Classic in California last week-
end, defeating both Northern 
Illinois and Iona twice in two 
days. Over the spring break 
week, Notre Dame went 7-2 
overall. The Irish will look to 
carry this momentum into 
their weekend series against 
the Pirates.

“Sweeping the Highlanders 
will give us great momentum 
rolling into our conference 
games and give us the confi-
dence we need to dominate in 
the Big East,” Buntin said.

Notre Dame will continue 
to rely on the pitching duo of 
junior Laura Winter and senior 
Brittany O’Donnell to take 
control of the mound. 

Winter was recently named 
to the Big East Conference 
Softball Weekly Honor Roll. 
She leads the Big East this sea-
son with 107.2 innings pitched 
and 126 strikeouts and has 
won nine of her last 10 deci-
sions. This weekend will give 
her an opportunity to contin-
ue her streak.

Joining Winter on the 
Weekly Honor Roll was soph-
omore third-baseman Katey 
Haus, whose batting has 
guided the Irish offensively. 
At the Highlander Classic she 
became the first Irish player 
to earn multiple RBIs in three 
straight games this season. 
Over the week in California 
she raised her season batting 
average 61 points. The whole 
squad has been working to 
perform at her level.

“We have been mainly focus-
ing on hitting the inside and 
off-speed pitches this week,” 
Buntin said. “We learned from 
spring break we could be a lit-
tle better in this area.”

The Pirates (10-11) come off 
a 1-4 weekend in California 
at the San Diego State 
Tournament. They took a win 
against Miami of Ohio but 
struggled against Texas Tech, 
Texas-Arlington, San Diego 
State and Colorado State.

Seton Hall relies offensively 
on a string of underclassmen. 
In its most recent game, the 
team’s three hits came from 
sophomores Danielle DeStaso 
and Sara Haefeli and fresh-
man Yasmin Harrell. The older 
Irish squad will use its experi-
ence to capitalize on this.

While they come off a rough 
week, the Pirates will look to 
utilize their home-field advan-
tage. This will be the squad’s 
first home series of the season.

Play will begin Saturday at 
12 p.m. at the Essex County 
Mike Sheppard, Sr. Field in 
South Orange, N.J.

Contact Megan Finneran at 
mfinnera@nd.edu

OE KENESEY | The Observer

Irish freshman Quentin Monaghan prepares to receive a volley    
during Notre Dame’s match against Duke on Feb. 3.

ASHLEY DACY | The Observer

Irish sophomore outfielder Emilee Koerner rounds the bases during 
Notre Dame’s 5-0 win over Rutgers on May 10, 2012.
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“There are seven or eight 
teams that are very strong right 
now, which makes our confer-
ence incredibly tough from top 
to bottom and motivates us,” 
Halfpenny said. “We can’t take a 
day off, and we can’t look at the 
jersey. We have to show up and 
play our game for 60 minutes.”

The Irish will face a Rutgers 
team off to its best start in 
program history. The Scarlet 
Knights currently sit first in the 
nation in scoring defense, al-
lowing only 5.57 goals per game, 
while senior goalie Lily Kalata 
ranks fifth in the country for 
both goals-against average and 
save percentage.

“You have to give [Kalata] a lot 
of credit for the way she plays — 
she’s outstanding right now,” 
Halfpenny said. “She’s been a 
consistent force in all four of her 
years at Rutgers, and we’ve obvi-
ously been paying attention to 
what she’s doing.”

Halfpenny said Rutgers and 
Notre Dame have much in com-
mon, especially in the teams’ 
styles of play. 

“[Rutgers is] a solid team from 
top to bottom, they have great 
depth and they’re almost a mir-
ror image of us, a great veteran 
and rookie mix that gives them a 

fresh look this year,” Halfpenny 
said.

Notre Dame will wrap up its 
brief homestand with a match-
up against Villanova (4-3) on 
Sunday. After a 1-3 start to the 
season, the Wildcats have won 
their last three games, with the 
latest triumph coming in an 
11-7 victory over Davidson last 
weekend.

“[Villanova has] had a marked 
improvement from last year, and 
I have great respect for its coach, 
Julie Young, who has a great sys-
tem in place,” Halfpenny said.

Sophomore attack Jessica 
Mucci, who ranks second in the 
country with 3.43 assists per 
game, leads the Villanova of-
fense along with sophomore at-
tack Jackie Froccaro, who leads 
the team with 15 goals.

“They have some solid shoot-
ers, and we’ll have to be ready for 
their feeding game,” Halfpenny 
said. “Villanova was very com-
petitive with us last year, and 
we’re looking forward to another 
competitive game Sunday.”

Notre Dame will face Rutgers at 
7 p.m. Friday and host Villanova 
at 1 p.m. Sunday. The games 
will either be played at Arlotta 
Stadium or Loftus Sports Center, 
depending on the weather.

Contact Brian Hartnett at 
bhartnet@nd.edu

Knights
Continued from page 20

baseball

Irish open Big East play at 
Coveleski Stadium

By MARY GREEN
Sports Writer

Fresh off a California trip in 
which it collected four close 
wins, No. 15 Notre Dame will 
begin its final season of Big East 
conference play this weekend 
against Seton Hall.

However, the Irish (12-5) will 
not open this part of the sched-
ule from the familiar confines 
of Frank Eck Stadium. As a re-
sult of recent wintry weather, 
the team will take the field on 
the turf of Coveleski Stadium in 
downtown South Bend, home of 
the Class-A South Bend Silver 
Hawks. Irish coach Mik Aoki 
said the move was the most log-
ical solution for this weekend’s 
series.

“With the weather the way 
that it’s been, any natural sur-
face just hasn’t been allowed 
to thaw out, and so the artifi-
cial surface is the surface that 
makes the most sense in this 
climate here in South Bend,” 
Aoki said.

With their logistical issues 
settled, the Irish can now fo-
cus their efforts on facing the 
Pirates (7-10), who come to 
town with a three-game win-
ning streak. After dropping its 
first nine games, Seton Hall has 

taken seven of its last eight in 
the midst of a mid-season turn-
around. The last five Pirates 
starters have yet to give up an 
earned run in more than 26 in-
nings of work.

In the 10 most recent match-
ups between Notre Dame and 
Seton Hall, eight games have 
been decided by one run, so 
Aoki said he anticipates a close 
series once more.

“They pitch it really well, and 
they just compete like crazy,” 
Aoki said of the Pirates. “It 
doesn’t matter what their re-
cord is, it doesn’t matter what 
they’ve done in their last few 
games. We’ve just got to worry 
about playing as well as we can 
possibly play.”

Aoki said he specifically wants 
his team to focus on improving 
with each game, getting better 
as the season progresses.

“I think that for us, it’s just a 
matter of continuing the pro-
cess of getting better in every-
thing,” he said. “So if we can 
continue to just improve as a 
team collectively and individu-
ally, I think that’s what we’re 
looking to do.”

One player who does not have 
too much to fix is senior right-
handed pitcher Adam Norton. 
Norton enters the weekend with 

a 5-0 record and 1.25 ERA after 
being named to the Big East 
Honor Roll this week with team-
mate and junior third baseman 
Eric Jagielo.

Norton will go to the mound 
Saturday, while junior Sean 
Fitzgerald and freshman 
righty David Hearne will start 
Friday’s and Sunday’s games, 
respectively. 

The trio will try to stop the 
recent success of Pirates cen-
terfielder Zack Granite, who 
was also on the most recent 
Honor Roll. The junior batted 
.556 and collected eight steals 
in his team’s three wins over 
Massachusetts last weekend.

Aoki said he will look to both 
his starters and his bullpen to 
continue their success from 
California into this three-game 
stretch and beyond.

“Hopefully we continue to 
pitch it well,” he said. “If we 
can do that and continue to 
get some of that timely hitting, 
we’ll be in a pretty good place.”

The Irish will begin Big East 
play against the Pirates this 
weekend, with first pitch com-
ing at 7 p.m. tonight from 
Coveleski Stadium.

Contact Mary Green at 
mgreen8@nd.edu

Observer File Photo

Junior pitcher Sean Fitzgerald hurls a pitch during Notre Dame’s game against Rutgers on May 12, 2012. 
The Irish will open Big East conference play this weekend against Seton Hall.
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match his level of play and 
outplay him. I think with 
the single-game elimina-
tion, that’s going to be a big 
component.”

Summerhays’ play last 
weekend provides hope he 
can match Hjelle’s excel-
lence. He stopped 22 shots 
Friday night to earn a shutout 
after junior forward Bryan 
Rust’s goal gave the Irish a 1-0 
overtime win over Bowling 
Green, and then tallied 29 
saves Saturday night when 
the Irish were victorious 4-3. 
While he struggled at some 
points during the second 
half of the regular season, 
Summerhays’ recent perfor-
mance has his teammates 
fully confident in his ability 
to lead them to victory.

“[Summerhays] is seeing 
the puck great right now. 
He’s anticipating plays, he’s 
controlling his rebounds and 
he’s keeping us in games,” ju-
nior center Anders Lee said. 
“He’s been one of the big-
gest reasons we have turned 
it around. When you have a 
solid goaltender behind you, 
you know you can play with 
that confidence, play a little 
more aggressive.”

Lee, a first team all-CCHA 
selection, and Rust, who 
was honorable mention all-
CCHA, will also play huge 
roles as they attempt to break 
through against Hjelle. The 
key to the game may well 
be the teams’ performance 
on special teams, as the 
Buckeyes scored four power-
play goals in their win over 
the Irish. In a single-elimi-
nation game, one mistake on 
penalty kill could be the dif-
ference, Lee said.

“The stakes are a little bit 
higher [in single elimination 

games],” Lee said. “You don’t 
have the ability to make mis-
takes in one game and then 
come back in the next one. 

“It’s vital, critical that we 
have a good penalty kill and 
power play. In the playoffs, 
that’s what it comes down to, 
a mistake made on the pen-
alty or taking advantage of 
a power play. We have to be 
better on special teams if we 
want to be successful.”

If the Irish are able to de-
feat the Buckeyes, they will 
face the victor of No. 3 Miami 
(OH) against Michigan at Joe 
Louis Arena. Notre Dame’s 
players are aware of the his-
torical significance a victory 
in the final CCHA champion-
ship would hold but are also 
motivated to win one more 
title for their coach in the 
league he has been involved 
with for so long.

“I think it’d be really spe-
cial to put a mark on history 
by winning the final CCHA 
cup,” Summerhays said. “It 
was one of our team goals to 
get to the CCHA to play for a 
championship this year.

“Knowing [Coach Jackson] 
more over the years and 
knowing what this league has 
meant to him over the years, 
I think it’s a really special 
moment for him. For us to be 
there and to have an oppor-
tunity to win a champion-
ship for the last ever CCHA … 
if we get to Sunday, and espe-
cially if we win Sunday, that 
will be an emotional moment 
for him.”

The Irish hope to earn a 
berth in the CCHA champi-
onship, as well as solidify 
their NCAA  hopes, with a 
victory over Ohio State on 
Friday at 1:05 p.m. in the 
CCHA semifinals at the Joe 
Louis Arena.

Contact Casey Karnes at 
wkarnes@nd.edu

Hockey
Continued from page 20

Rutgers, because we know we 
have a lot of schedule left to 
play and we can’t do anything 
other than take care of the 
one right in front of us, and 
that’s Rutgers on Sunday.”

One of the biggest keys to 
a victory in Sunday’s game 
could be winning face-offs. 
The Scarlet Knights will en-
ter the contest ranked No. 
2 in the country in face-off 
winning percentage this sea-
son at a .681 clip — 31 spots 
ahead of the Irish. Rutgers 
sophomore midfielder Joseph 
Nardella won 27-of-37 face-
offs in a 20-13 loss to St. John’s 
on Saturday.

Irish junior midfielder 
Liam O’Connor will match up 
against Nardella. O’Connor 
has a .520 face-off win per-
centage on the season after a 
9-for-17 performance against 
the Buckeyes and has also 
notched three goals and one 
assist through six games.

“Liam’s been great this 
year, and he’s not just been 
winning face-offs but making 
plays with the ball in his stick 
and playing great defense 
when he does lose them,” 
Corrigan said. “He’s doing a 
lot of things right for us right 
now.”

The Scarlet Knights 
have two big offensive 
threats in junior attackmen 
Nick DePaolera and Scott 
Klimchak, who have 26 points 
and 25 points this season, re-
spectively. No one else on the 

roster has scored more than 
13 points.

The Scarlet Knights are 
coming off a 13-goal out-
burst, but the defensive side 
of the field has not been as 
kind to Rutgers. Rutgers sits 
in the bottom-10 of the NCAA 

in scoring defense, allowing 
10.75 goals per game.

The Irish take on the Scarlet 
Knights at 1 p.m. on Sunday 
in Piscataway, N.J.

Contact Sam Gans at             
sgans@nd.edu

Corrigan
Continued from page 20

OE KENESEY | The Observer

Irish midfielder Nick Ossello looks for the ball during Notre Dame’s 
10-9 triple-overtime win over North Carolina on March 2.

SUZANNA PRATT | The Observer

Junior left wing Jeff Costello skates past his defender during Notre 
Dame’s 1-0 overtime win over Bowling Green on March 15.
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CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Matthew Broderick, 51; Rosie O’Donnell, 51; 
Gary Oldman, 55; Timothy Dalton, 69.

Happy Birthday: Take care of personal business. Making alterations to your home 
or living arrangements will help ease stress. Taking action is fine as long as you work 
toward your goal. Impulsive action can lead to unsavory situations within your 
personal or business relationships. Listen carefully. You’ll have to read between the 
lines. Let your intuition guide you. Your numbers are 3, 7, 13, 20, 29, 31, 44.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Don’t fold under pressure. Watch what everyone does 
and make a decision based on facts. A new beginning will bring you greater choice, 
but it’s up to you to take the first step. Alone time will help you sort through your 
thoughts. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Be a leader, do your thing and make your dreams come 
true. Helping others will enhance your reputation and give you a chance to show 
everyone what you can do. Show off a little. It will do you good and build your 
confidence. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Stand back so you don’t lose sight of what everyone else 
is up to. Put everything you know into play once you feel confident that you are in 
control. Consider criticism an act of jealousy. Don’t underestimate the competition. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Don’t feel the need to make a move. Impulse is the 
enemy, especially when it comes to your reputation. You’ll find creative ways to get 
what you want. Develop your skills or update your approach and revisit old clients, 
friends or lovers. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Keep everything out in the open for all to see. It’s impor-
tant to deliver exactly what you are promising. Additional responsibilities will be 
dumped in your lap if you aren’t truthful. Fix up or invest in your home and personal 
finances. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Favors will be granted. Get involved in organizations that 
can help you get ahead or enhance your reputation. Relationships are on the rise, 
and making a promise to someone you think is special will bring high returns. 

 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Jumping to conclusions or making assumptions will lead 
to trouble. You are best to concentrate on what you can do to maintain what you’ve 
worked so hard to acquire. Listen carefully to what your colleagues or superiors are 
saying. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Do things differently and you will draw a crowd. Believ-
ing in your skills and talent is half the battle. You will impress someone with your 
thoughtfulness as well as with your vision. Don’t let home improvements go over 
budget. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): It will be difficult to know which way to turn. 
Having too many choices or too many people interfering in your decision is likely to 
lead to taking on too much when you should be sizing down. Rethink your strategy. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Easy does it. You are likely to be misinterpreted if 
you are too hasty in the way you present your objective. Discuss how your plans will 
affect others and you will avoid unnecessary opposition as well as helpful sugges-
tions. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Consider your attributes. With a couple of slight 
changes to the way you present what you have to offer, you can turn something you 
enjoy doing into a prosperous endeavor. 

PISCES (Feb. 19- March 20): Networking will bring good results. Engage in functions 
that allow you to promote a concept you have been developing. Updating your 
image or indulge in self-improvement projects that will boost your confidence. Love 
and romance should end your day. 

Birthday Baby: You are helpful, friendly, and charming. You respond quickly and 
efficiently.
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CCHA curtain call
Notre Dame heads to Detroit for conference championship, prepares to face OSU in semifinal

By CASEY K ARNES
Sports Writer

No. 12 Notre Dame will 
travel to Detroit this week-
end with visions of a dramat-
ic final act in the CCHA.

The Irish (23-12-3, 17-8-
3 CCHA) have an opportu-
nity to go to the final CCHA 
championship before moving 
to Hockey East in the fall, but 
they must first defeat Ohio 
State in the semifinal round 
at the Joe Louis Arena in 
Detroit.

Notre Dame enters the 
game brimming with confi-
dence fresh off last weekend’s 
sweep of Bowling Green. 

The Buckeyes (16-16-7), 
however, pose a tougher 
challenge than their record 
would indicate, especially in 
the single-elimination for-
mat. Both of their regular 
season matchups with the 
Irish were heavily contested 
— a 6-3 Ohio State victory, as 
well as a 2-2 tie that the Irish 
won in a shootout.

The Buckeyes are coming 
off a quarterfinal series win 
over Ferris State in three 
games. 

The key to Ohio State’s 
success is senior goaltender 
Brady Hjelle, a veteran who 
continually stymied Irish 
scoring chances in the regu-
lar season. Irish coach Jeff 
Jackson acknowledged pen-
etrating the senior’s guard is 
a daunting task.

“[The first Ohio State game] 
was one of our best games in 
the second half, but we didn’t 
win it. Hjelle had a lot to do 
with that,” Jackson said. “No 
goalie can stop what he can’t 
see … and we’ve been work-
ing on that. The big thing is 
to get pucks on net.”

Despite Hjelle’s skill, his 
Irish counterpart in goal 
is looking forward to going 
head-to-head. Notre Dame 
junior goaltender Steven 
Summerhays said he admires 
his opponent’s talent and 
relishes the opportunity to 
demonstrate his own.

“[Hjelle] is one of the best 
players in the CCHA this year, 
and one of the best goalies 
in the nation,” Summerhays 
said. “I look forward to those 
challenges, to be able to SUZANNA PRATT | The Observer

Irish junior goaltender Steven Summerhays makes a save during Notre Dame’s 1-0 win over Bowling 
Green on March 15. The Irish will play Ohio State in the CCHA championship semifinal this weekend.
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ND faces last 
weekend in Big East
By BRIAN HARTNETT
Sports Writer

After maintaining a perfect re-
cord against non-conference op-
ponents, No. 7 Notre Dame will 
commence its final season of Big 
East play when it welcomes No. 
19 Rutgers to Arlotta Stadium on 
Friday night. The Irish will then 
face off against Villanova on 
Sunday afternoon.

Notre Dame (6-0) won both of 
its games over spring break, com-
ing from behind to defeat Boston 
University 16-11 on March 9 and 
holding on to best Vanderbilt 12-11 
on March 13. 

One of four remaining unde-
feated teams in the nation, the 
Irish have gotten off to a strong 
start for the second straight year.  
The team won its first eight games 
last season.

Irish coach Christine Halfpenny 
said the team’s strong start is a re-
sult of its steadfast preparation in 
practice.

“Our team has done a really 
good job of embracing the process 
the game entails, which is coming 

out, having a good preseason, feel-
ing incredibly confident about our 
skills, doing a good job IQ-wise of 
learning our strategies and mak-
ing each other better,” she said. “At 
the end of the day, the girls have 
really focused on getting better 
and working together to define 
exactly what our identity is going 
to be.”

With the majority of their non-
conference play completed, the 
Irish now look toward compet-
ing for the Big East title one last 
time before joining the ACC next 
season.

“There’s an unfortunate irony 
because this is the last year the Big 
East is going to be fully intact, and 
it’s turning out to be its strongest 
year,” Halfpenny said.

In addition to the Irish and 
Scarlet Knights (7-1), fellow confer-
ence members No. 6 Syracuse, No. 
8 Georgetown, No. 18 Loyola (Md.) 
and No. 20 Louisville are ranked 
in the current deBeer Media Poll. 
Halfpenny said the conference’s 
strength fuels the Irish. 

No. 3 Irish take on Rutgers

By SAM GANS
Sports Writer

After a 9-4 victory over No. 
8 Ohio State on Wednesday, 
the No. 3 Irish will face their 
first unranked opponent of 
the season when they travel 
to Piscataway, N.J., to take 

on Rutgers in their Big East 
opener on Sunday.

Though the Scarlet Knights 
(2-6, 0-1 Big East) have not 
had as much success this 
season as other opponents 
Notre Dame (5-1) has played, 
Irish coach Kevin Corrigan 
said Rutgers nevertheless 

demands Notre Dame’s com-
plete focus. 

“There are no walks in the 
park in Division I lacrosse 
right now,” Corrigan said af-
ter the win over the Buckeyes. 
“We’re just going to focus on 

GRANT TOBIN | The Observer

Irish junior midfielder Jim Marlatt runs up the field during Notre Dame’s 9-4 win over Ohio State on 
March 20. No. 3 Notre Dame will take on its first unranked opponent this season at Rutgers on Sunday.
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