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Lewis wins Hall of the Year

By NICOLE MCALEE
news writer

Three residence halls were 
named 2012-2013 halls of the year 
last wednesday. lewis hall was 
honored as overall hall of the year, 
while pasquerilla east hall (pe) 
won women’s hall of the year and 
Knott hall won men’s hall of the 
year. 

Junior maura Jones, former 
president of lewis hall, said there 
were many factors she thought 
helped lewis capture overall 
hall of the year, including im-
proving existing events such as 
lewis house of pancakes, plan-
ning new events like a Father-
daughter weekend and creating a 
Freshman hall council.

“i don’t think i could even begin 
to name all of the factors that con-
tributed to our success this year, 
but i think the combination of re-
ally successful signature events, 
winning Frosh-o, new social and 
multicultural events, and really 
dynamic faith and service events 
were all contributing factors,” 
Jones said. Photo courtesy of Lewis Hall  

Lewis Hall was named Hall of the Year last Wednesday. Lewis Hall president Maura Jones credited the 
dorm’s signature events and community infrastructure for the honor.

Pasquerilla East and Knott named Women’s and Men’s Halls of the Year

steinke 
sentenced 

to four 
years

Observer Staff Report

don steinke, a former assistant 
registrar at notre dame, was sen-
tenced to four years in prison after 

violating his probation for a voyeur-
ism conviction in march 2011, ac-
cording to the south bend Tribune.

he was arrested and charged in 
2011 after a woman found a camera 
pointed towards a toilet in a campus 
bathroom. st. Joseph county 

comment period for 
hhs mandate ends

Center offers course at 
correctional facility

By ANN MARIE JAKUBOWSKI
news editor

edward Kelly, a professor 
in the university writing 
program, said prison is the 
best place to start conver-
sations about social justice. 
notre dame students can 
make the 45-minute drive 
to westville correctional 
Facility this fall to do just 
that, he said.

susan sharpe, an adviser 
on restorative justice for the 
university, and Kelly will 
lead a three-credit course 
through the center for social 
concerns titled “rethinking 
Justice: explorations from 
the inside-out.” notre 
dame students and inmates 
from westville correctional 
Facility will comprise the 

class, which will meet at the 
prison once a week to dis-
cuss crime in today’s society.

“we talk about a bunch 
of things, like privilege in 
our society and its impacts 
on people,” Kelly said. “we 
talk about what prisons 
are for, what causes people 
to commit crimes. we talk 
about the costs of crimes on 

victims but also on the of-
fenders and the offenders’ 
families and society as a 
whole.”

Kelly said the inmates and 
students will be on “an equal 
playing field,” completing 
assigned readings and earn-
ing credits from notre 

By MEGAN DOYLE
senior news writer

The 60-day period for public 
comment regarding a proposed 
compromise to the affordable care 
act’s mandated contraceptive cov-
erage expired monday without any 
public response from notre dame. 

The white house proposed the 
compromise Feb. 1, crafting a deal 
that would potentially allow notre 
dame to issue a health insurance 
plan to its employees without di-
rectly providing birth control cov-
erage or claiming it was indirectly 
paying for birth control coverage.

university spokesman dennis 
brown declined to comment at 
this time on why the university 
did not submit a public comment 
during this response period. when 
the white house released the pro-
posed compromise in February, 

brown said notre dame adminis-
trators needed to fully analyze and 
discuss its contents. 

The proposal suggested a sepa-
rate, individual private insur-
ance policy that could provide 
contraceptive coverage at no cost 
for the employees of faith-based 
organizations.

“These proposed rules aim to 
provide women with contracep-
tive coverage without cost sharing 
and to protect eligible organiza-
tions from having to contract, ar-
range, pay or refer for contraceptive 
coverage to which they object on 
religious grounds,” the proposal 
stated.

The proposal is an amendment 
to rules regarding minimum in-
surance packages set forth by the 
department of health and human 

SARA SHOEMAKE| The Observer
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Corrections
The observer regards itself as 
a professional publication and 
strives for the highest standards 
of journalism at all times. we do, 
however, recognize that we will make 
mistakes. if we have made a mistake, 
please contact us at (574) 631-4541 so 
we can correct our error.
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TODAY

Tuesday

Baseball vs. Michigan
Eck Baseball Stadium
5:35 p.m.
The Irish take on the 
Wolverines.

Four:7 Catholic 
Fellowship
Cavanaugh Hall
8:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
Student-led Catholic 
fellowship and 
discussion. 

Wednesday

Wellness Wednesday
LaFortune Student 
Center
12 p.m.-1 p.m.
Tips on social anxiety.

MFA Student 
Reading
Hesburgh Library
7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Poetry and prose 
readings by MFA 
students. 

Thursday

Zen Meditation
Coleman-Morse 
Center
5:15 p.m.-6:15 p.m.
Practice meditation. 

Admitted Student 
Open House
Jordan Hall of Science
7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Prospective students 
and parents meet 
faculty and students. 

Friday

Relay for Life 
Compton Family Ice 
Arena
6 p.m.-9 a.m.
Fund cancer research. 

Women’s Lacrosse 
vs. Loyola 
Arlotta Stadium
7 p.m.
The Irish face 
off against the 
Greyhounds.

Saturday

Duncan Classic Golf 
Tournament
Notre Dame Golf 
Course
10 a.m.
Individual 9-hole 
tournament. 
Women’s Softball vs. 
Rutgers 
Melissa Cook Stadium
12 p.m.-4 p.m.
Double-header versus 
the Scarlet Knights.

JODI LO | The Observer

A student enjoys the refreshing spring weather while feeding ducks near Saint Mary’s Lake on Monday.  When the weather reached 
a high of 68 degrees, students headed outside for frisbee, basketball and other activities.

Have a question you want answered? 
Email obsphoto@gmail.com

Want your event included here?
Email obsnews.nd@gmail.com

Question of the Day:

the next five Days:

What is your favorite throwback video game?

Victor Hernandez
sophomore
morrissey manor

“super mario for nintendo.”

Nicholas LaRosa
sophomore
duncan hall

“Top gun.”

Erich Kerekes
sophomore
morrissey manor

“Zombies ate my neighbors on 
super nintendo.”

Oliver Lamb
sophomore
st. edward hall

“backyard Football.”

Caroline Gerstle
sophomore
cavanaugh hall

“super smash brothers with Tera 
Joyce.”

Tera Joyce
sophomore
cavanaugh hall 

“super smash brothers with 
caroline gerstle.”
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By MEG HANDELMAN
news writer 

if you have ever wanted to 
lock your best friend, boss, 
significant other or worst 
enemy behind bars, notre 
dame security police’s 
(ndsp) Jail n’ bail fund-
raiser can make it happen. 

The annual Jail n’ bail 
event raises money for relay 
for life, ndsp captain 
george heeter, who is also 
a relay team captain, said. 
he said Jail n’ bail will take 
place Friday at a makeshift 
jail created at notre dame 
stadium and offer students 
the perfect pranking op-
portunity.  “participants 
must fill out an entry form 
indicating the name and de-
scription of the person they 
want to be ‘arrested,’ along 
with a location and time 
for them to be ‘arrested,’” 
heeter said.

heeter said officers will go 
to the designated location 
on the date and time listed 
on each form to “arrest” the 
subject and take them to the 
stadium jail to be “booked.” 
if the person being “ar-
rested” does not want to be 
thrown in jail, they can do-
nate a minimum of $5 to re-
ceive a “get out of Jail Free” 
card. heeter said ndsp will 
release a subject on bond 
if someone else donates an 
amount of their choice.

“ndsp Jail n’ bail is 
unique because anyone 
from the notre dame com-
munity can participate this 
year and help to raise over 
$1 million for american 
cancer research,” heeter 
said.

heeter said the idea for 
the event, now in its third 

year, came from local law 
enforcement agencies that 
hold a similar fundraiser. 

This year’s ndsp Jail n’ 
bail event will be open to all 
faculty, staff and students, 
he said. 

“people should partici-
pate because it is a great 
cause and a great university 
event to help find a cure and 
an end to this horrific dis-
ease,” heeter said.

“you never know when you 
or a family member or friend 
may fall victim toe[cancer] 
and may need assistance.       

lastly, it is a chance to do 
something out of the good-
ness of your heart for those 
in need.”

“we hope to raise as much 
money as we can. every 
bit helps local victims of 
cancer.”

applications for Jail n’ 
bail are online at main.
a c s e v e n t s . o r g / s i t e / T r /
relayForlife/ and at 
hammes mowbray hall. 
applications must be ac-
companied by a minimum 
donation of $25 and are due 
Thursday at noon. paper ap-
plications must be returned 
to hammes mowbray. 

Contact Meg Handelman at 
mhandelm@nd.edu

ndsp sponsors 
annual bail n’ Jail

“NDSP Jail N’ Bail 
is unique because 
anyone from 
the Notre Dame 
community can 
participate this 
year.”
George Heeter 
NDSP captain

Jones said winning hall of the 
year was not a specific goal she 
had for her presidential term. she 
said she placed a high value on 
the happiness of lewis residents 
instead.

“i think every dorm measures 
success in a different way, but 
lewis measures success by the 
happiness of our girls,” Jones 
said. “because we met our goal 
of creating a great community 
and making our residents happy, 
i think lewis was a huge success 
this year,” Jones said. 

Junior gwen hooley, former 
president of pasquerilla east, 
said pe’s hall council collabo-
rated with other dorms through 
events like mod Quad’s drip n’ 
dodge dodgeball tournament. 
she said pe’s hall council also 
built a community within the 
dorm through service events, 

guest speakers and supporting 
the men’s swimming team. 

“prior to this year, pe was the 
only dorm of 29 that had never 
won a hall of the year award, … 
so one of my goals at the start of 
my term was to accomplish that,” 
hooley said. “however, that 
wasn’t my main goal, and i often 
reminded the commissioners of 
that. i would have considered it 
a successful year if the girls really 
got a lot out of our events and re-
ally enjoyed living in the dorm. 
hall council is about building 
community, it’s just nice to get 
the recognition.”

Junior denver lobo, former co-
president of Knott, said a main 
goal for the dorm was to [to tar-
get] the mind, body, and spirit 
to build a well-rounded resident 
who was constantly trying to go 
above and beyond the status quo.

“[The goal] transformed Knott 
hall into becoming more than a 
dorm or a community, it started 

to become a home and a fam-
ily,” lobo said. lobo said drip n’ 
dodge, hall retreats and winning 
the Flanner cup and the Fisher 
regatta, along with the hall’s 
family atmosphere, all contrib-
uted to Knott’s selection as men’s 
hall of the yead.

“we had a surprise birthday 
party for our rector a month 
ago,” lobo said.  “we all gathered 
outside in the chapel lounge as 
he came out of the chapel after 
mass. with tears in his eyes and 
being completely overwhelmed, 
he said, ‘This is the happiest mo-
ment of my life in Knott hall.’

“The inclusion, the commu-
nity and the brotherhood created 
this year, wasn’t only because 
of the commissioners and head 
staff, it was full participation of 
everyone in Knott hall.”

seniors matt lynch and 
dennis smith, former co-chairs 
of hall presidents council (hpc), 
said hall of the year selections 
are based on rocknes, which 
are(monthly summaries of each 
dorm’s events) and an eight-
minute presentation by each 
hall to the hpc chairs.  

lynch sait he and smith con-
sidered several factors when 
selecting the halls of the year, 
including how well each hall met 
the needs of its residents, im-
proved over the year and became 
a more tight knit community. 

“we know that each dorm has 
unique goals and needs, so there 
are 29 different definitions of 
success on this campus,” lynch 
said.  

Contact Nicole McAlee at 
nmcalee@nd.edu

SARAR SHOEMAKE | The Observer
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dame. The group wil l dis-
cuss issues of crime and 
justice, write several papers 
and break off into small 
teams to complete group 
projects on a subject of their 
choice, Kelly said.

“our readings and papers 
and discussions focus a lot 
on the causes and costs of 
crime, and various respons-
es to crime, including al-
ternatives to conventional 
responses to crime,” Kelly 
said. “Fundamentally, what 
we’re doing is bringing two 
disparate groups of people 
together in an environment 
where they can exchange 
ideas and explore questions, 
think together, ta lk together 
and learn together.”

senior david willcutts 
took the course in the fa l l 
of 2012 and said it was “the 
most important [course] 
i’ve taken at notre dame.”

“The biggest takeaway 
from the class is that it puts 
a face to prisons and the jus-
tice system,” he said. “These 
are people that are l iv ing in 
it. i’m sure a lot of people wil l 
say our justice system isn’t 
perfect, but you don’t know 
unti l you’ve met the people 
in it. you form relationships 
with them, you care about 
them as individuals.”

willcutts said the class 
was a “ver y interesting l ife 
experience” that provided 
students with the chance 
to ta lk and learn alongside 
people whose paths would 
never intersect ordinari ly.

“it’s one of the most 
unique experiences you can 
have at notre dame, and it’s 
a great way you can actually 
get involved with real world 
relations and what real 
people are experiencing in 
the justice system,” he said. 
“you wil l most l ikely walk 
away from the class with a 
ver y dif ferent perspective 
than you did before.”

senior Julaine Zenk, an-
other member of the fa l l 
2012 class, said she worked 
with willcutts on their f i-
nal project for the class. 
Their group created a gar-
den within one of the pris-
on dormitories. Zenk and 
willcutts said they enjoyed 
the chance to collaborate 
on a constructive, concrete 
program and the project is 
continuing even after the 
class’s conclusion.

“a garden program isn’t 
going to change people’s 
l ives, but it wil l help them 
in some way,” Zenk said. 
“even the smallest program 
in prison can benefit peo-
ple. you talk to the people 
there, hear their stories, and 
a lot of people would think 
‘They’re hardened crimi-
nals, they don’t care.’ but 
these guys [in the prison] 
really care.

“it’s a good-sized, large 
group of people who ac-
tually do want to make a 

change.”
Kelly said the group 

doesn’t shy away from dif f i-
cult or uncomfortable topics 
but relies on mutual respect 
and openness to create a fo-
rum for real learning.

“in the early going, it’s 
naturally going to be un-
comfortable,” he said. “The 
nature of the subject mat-
ter is such that there are 
things we talk about that 
are touchy subjects for some 
folks, and there are bound 
to be some moments of 
discomfort.“one of our jobs 

is to cut through that dis-
comfort and help break the 
ice so people on both sides 
recognize this is an oppor-
tunity to learn from one 
another.

“we hope the students are 
honest with one another, 
[that they] aren’t postur-
ing or game playing and we 
work to develop a sense of 
trust between the students 
and ourselves and amongst 
the students, too.” 

The program aims to 
“transform thinking” for 
the long-term, both for the 
notre dame “outside stu-
dents” and the westvil le 
“inside students,” Kelly said.

“The hope is that   trans-
formation wil l take place … 
in the notre dame students 
coming in and f inding out 
that these people they had 
stereotyped in a particu-
lar way as monsters or bad 
guys are actually human 
beings just l ike them, who 
share similar dreams and 
are actually ver y, ver y good 
people who made some mis-
takes,” he said.

“we also want the guys on 
the inside to think about the 
experience they’re having 
in prison and what they can 
do to make that experience 
better for themselves and 
those around them.” 

Zenk said the connections 
formed among students on 
both sides were incredible, 
and the class was the “most 
fulf i l l ing” she has taken at 
notre dame.

“it was uncomfortable for 
the f irst two meetings or 
so [because] ever yone was 
pretty war y about boundar-
ies, but once we got further 
into the class we definitely 
got an open feeling … that 
really resonated through-
out,” she said. “with the 
outside students at f irst, you 
could tel l that we were tr y-
ing to be polite and weren’t 
a l l that open, but the inside 
students were open and up-
front right off the bat

“it really was a ver y open 
forum, … and a lot of these 
guys were ver y earnest. one 
told us his stor y one day 
and i found myself in tears. 
ever y so often, you forgot 
what setting you were in.”

Kelly said applications 
for the class during the fa l l 
of 2013 semestes are due 
Thursday. information and 
application materials can 
be found at w w w.socialcon-
cerns.nd.edu

 Contact Ann Marie 
Jakobuwski at                         
ajakobu1@nd.edu

Justice
conTinued From page 1

superior court Judge Jerome 
Frese ruled yesterday steinke 
violated his probation by fail-
ing to seek mental health 
counseling after the march 
2011 arrest, the report said.

The initial incident was a 
class d felony. The Tribune 
report said st. Joseph county 
prosecutors added three 
more charges of voyeurism in 
march 2012 after more cam-
eras were found. 

steinke pleaded guilty to the 

four charges, which Frese  de-
cided to treat as misdemean-
ors. The original punishment 
consisted of four years of pro-
bation and 20 hours of com-
munity service, according to 
the report.

Frese ordered steinke to 
seek counseling, but pros-
ecutors filed a petition in 
February to revoke probation 
when steinke failed to do so, 
the report said. an evidentia-
ry hearing took place earlier 
this month, and the sentence 
for prison time came down 
yesterday. 

steinke
conTinued From page 1

Follow us on Twitter.
@ObserverNDSMC

“It’s one of the 
most unique 
experiences you 
can have at Notre 
Dame, and it’s 
a great way you 
can actually get 
involved in real 
world relations 
and what real 
people are 
experiencing in 
the justice system.”
David Willcutts 
senior
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SMC club highlights gender-related issues
By TABITHA RICKETTS
news writer

saint mary’s college student or-
ganizations, Feminists united and 
she’s the First, are sponsoring a 
screening of “it’s a girl,” a film docu-
menting the cultural “war against 
girls” in india and china.

 “we’re sponsoring the movie 
because we believe it is important 
to raise awareness about specific 
global issues affecting women such 
as female gendercide,” senior presi-
dent of Feminist united brittani 
hradsky said. 

according to the “it’s a girl” mov-
ie website, the documentary reveals 
the reality faced by many women 
and girls around the world. The 
website said, 

“The film tells the stories of 
abandoned and trafficked girls, of 
women who suffer extreme dowry-
related violence, of brave mothers 
fighting to save their daughters’ lives 
and of other mothers who would kill 
for a son.” 

hradksy said raising awareness 

of gender-related issues is one of 
Feminists united’s goals.

“we stand for equal rights for 
women and men,” hradsky said, 
“part of our mission is to educate 
other students about current wom-
en’s issues. our goal of hosting the 
screening [is to] open the opportu-
nity for discussion.”

The documentary illuminates 
the general prevalence of the is-
sue in countries like india and 
china, where women and girls are 
commonly victims of murder and 
violence simply because of their 
gender, said hradsky. “we believe 
the film is a really important oppor-
tunity to highlight current global in-
justices that warrant our attention,” 
hradsky said.

she said she hopes the showing 
will be well attended by students, 
“particularly students who are not 
familiar with the issue of gendercide 
and policies that influence it”. 

“For example [one policy is] 
china’s one child rule,” hradsky 
said.  “The movie also details 
some of the cultural and political 

influences that serve to reinforce 
the widespread subjugation of 
women and girls.”

The suggestion to sponsor a 
showing of “it’s a girl” originated 
from the saint mary’s Feminists 
united’s faculty advisor, profes-
sor sonalini sapra, and quickly 
received support from the student 
members.

“This event is important to all ... 
of Feminist united,” hradsky said. 
“we have a passion for equality and 
women’s issues, and we want to be 
active in spreading this interest. 
our goal is to support, empower, 

educate and challenge our fellow 
students.”

she said she hopes to have at least 
50 students come out to attend the 
showing and participate in the pan-
el discussion afterward. 

Feminists united asks students 
to learn of the severity of the issues 
that women and girls still face in the 
world today, hradsky said. 

 hradsky said, “we want to show 
others how to stand up for those who 
cannot stand up for themselves.

Contact Tabitha Ricketts at 
tricke@saintmarys.edu

Fulbright assistant presents on Yemen
By CATHERINE SULLIVAN
news writer

salma ishak, one of saint mary’s 
two 2012-13 Fulbright teaching as-
sistants, introduced faculty mem-
bers and students to her home 
country of yemen in cushwa-
leighton library on april 8.

ishak’s presentation was 
sponsored by the saint mary’s 
center for women’s intercultural 
leadership (cwil). 

The center’s director, elaine 
meyer-lee, said becoming a 
Fulbright scholar is a “highly com-
petitive process and these scholars 
do it all. They teach in our class-
rooms with our faculty and take 
classes with our students.” 

ishak began her presentation by 
pointing to yemen on a map. 

“people constantly ask me, ‘is 
[yemen] in europe? is it in africa? is 
it in germany?’”, ishak said.ishak 
said yemen is a country located in 

western asia, at the southern end 
of the arabian peninsula. yemen’s 
geographical position, with more 
than 2,000 kilometers of coastline 
extending from the red sea in the 
west to the arabian sea in the east, 
is a gift, ishak said.

“its geographical location has 
placed it at the heart of trade and 
cultural exchange between [the] 
east and west,” ishak said. “it is 
known for its coffee exports, as 
well as its spices. …

i am very accustomed to rich 
foods. when i eat american food, 
i always ask where i can find the 
spices.”

ishak’s home city is sana’a, 
yemen’s capital. ishak said its alti-
tude of 7,500 ft. makes it one of the 
world’s highest capital cities.

“[sana’a is ] one of the very old-
est inhabited cities in the [arab] 
world, and it still has the original 
architecture,” she said. ishak said 
a typical day in her home city is 

interwoven with islam, the main 
religion of the country. she said 
there is also a small representation 
of Jewish populations.

“we wake up at five a.m. to pray, 
one hour before sunrise.” ishak 
said.  

Families in yemen are often very 
large, ishak said. 

“it is weird in yemen to have only 
one or two children, usually there 
are between four and seven in 
each family,” she said. 

ishak said women in yemen 
are expected to remain home and 
raise their children. less than 
47 percent of women in yemen 
are literate, she said, and the 
yemen education system is very 
underdeveloped.

ishak said she is studying to ob-
tain a degree in education in order 
to return home and contribute to 
the rejuvenation of the system.

because she has been study-
ing english for some time, ishak 

said there was no language barrier 
when she arrived at saint mary’s, 
but other cultural differences have 
taken some adjusting to. 

“last semester, i was almost the 
only one with a scarf, and that was 
very hard,” ishak said. “everyone 
here is very kind, so it was not so 
bad, but i could tell that many stu-
dents wanted to ask about it and 
did not.”

ishak said the dining hall expe-
rience has helped her meet friends 
on campus.

“in my culture, socializing at 
meals is very important.” ishak 
said. “Those who work away from 
home come back for lunch each 
day to eat with their families. it is 
a similar situation at saint mary’s. 
if i did not have [the] dining hall, it 
would be very hard to make friends 
and socialize with people.

Contact Catherine Sullivan at   
csulli01@saintmarys.edu

La Fuerza presents panel on immigration

“Bottom line: 
documented, 
undocumented, 
everybody should 
be treated alike.”
Carol Mooney 
SMC president

By HALEIGH EHMSEN
news writer

la Fuerza, a saint mary’s club 
representing latina culture on 
campus, kicked-off its annual week 
of action monday evening with a 
panel titled “what does it mean to 
be undocumented?”

college president carol mooney 
said saint mary’s admits undocu-
mented students and treats them 
the same way as documented stu-
dents in the application and accep-
tance process.

“bottom line: documented, un-
documented, everybody should 
be treated alike,” mooney said. 
mooney read the catholic church’s 

position on immigration from 
the united states conference of 
catholic bishops’ website: “all per-

sons are invited to participate in our 
parishes, attend our schools and 
receive other services offered by our 

institutions and programs.” 
Felipe merino, a local immigra-

tion attorney and 2001 alumnus of 
notre dame’s law school, urged the 
panel’s attendees to gather stories of 
immigration and undocumented 
students to help develop the passion 
for these issues the united states 
currently faces.

“you, as saint mary’s students, 
are in a great position because you 
have access to a student body that 
you can inspire and motivate,” 
merino said. 

Kathy cabello, an executive of 
project stepping stone, an organi-
zation that helps to inspire latino 
students to continue their educa-
tion, said members of the college 

community have a responsibility 
to help all students achieve higher 
education

alma bravo, a social worker 
and 2012 alumna of saint mary’ 
, said she works with clients who 
feelh“the system is flat-out broken.. 
The panelists said immigration re-
formynecessary and undocument-
ed students should continue to seek 
education. 

“The more undocumented stu-
dents that go to college and get a 
higher education, the more voice we 
will have within the nation,” bravo 
said.

Contact Haleigh Ehmsen at  
hehmsen@saintmarys.edu

services (hhs) as part of its 
regulatory authority under the 
affordable care act (aca). 

if the administration final-
izes this draft of the rule, ob-
jecting organizations could 
provide employees with a plan 
that does not offer contracep-
tive coverage. The health in-
surer providing the plan would 
then enroll those employees in 
a separate, stand-alone policy 
that only covers contraceptives 
at no extra cost.

The university, however, 
is self-insured. The proposed 
policy outlined several options 
for self-insured organizations, 
all of which allow the object-
ing employer to work with the 
company that administers its 
health benefits to avoid cover-
age of contraceptives. 

a third-party administrator 
would “automatically arrange 
separate individual health in-
surance policies for contracep-
tive coverage from an issuer 
providing such policies,” the 
proposal stated.

last may, the university filed 
one of more than 40 religious 
liberty lawsuits from faith-
based organizations to contest 
the constitutionality of the con-
traception mandate. The law-
suit stated the mandate would 
go against church teachings 
and therefore violates the First 
amendment, the religious 
Freedom restoration act and 
other federal laws.

a federal judge dismissed 
notre dame’s lawsuit in early 
January, when u.s. district 
court Judge robert miller Jr. 
ruled the university’s claim was 
not yet “ripe,” meaning it was 
not ready to be litigated. This 
was the case because the rule 
regarding contraceptive cover-
age had not been finalized. 

despite the proposed 
changes, the united states 
conference of catholic bishops 
(usccb) continued to voice its 
own concerns about the man-
date in a statement Feb. 7. 

usccb president cardinal 
Timothy dolan of new 
york, who will visit notre 
dame in may as the 2013 
commencement speaker, 
claimed the compromise 
fell short but said the bish-
ops looked forward to finding 
“acceptable solutions” to the 
mandate.

“[The proposed rule] ap-
pears to offer second-class 
status to our first-class in-
stitutions in catholic health 
care, catholic education and 
catholic charities,” dolan 
said Feb. 7. “hhs offers what 
it calls an ‘accommodation’ 
rather than accepting the fact 
that these ministries are inte-
gral to our church and worthy 
of the same exemption as our 
catholic churches.”

hhs will now review public 
comments and decide whether 
this draft of the rule will be-
come final. 

Contact Megan Doyle at 
mdoyle11@nd.

SARA SHOEMAKE | The Observer
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it’s that time of year again. yes, it’s 
april. and the onset of april means an-
other thing — The masters. The time of 
the year when everyone becomes an avid 
golf fan. it’s the weekend when those who 
consider golf “boring” find themselves ex-
cited to watch golf for three days. people 
model their green sport jackets, and some 
dig out their golf clubs from the attic.

The masters stands as the biggest golf 
tournament of the year. The 2013 masters 
Tournament will definitely not be one to 
disappoint.

The competition that will find itself 
putting, chipping and driving at augusta 
national this week will fall nothing short 
of intense. The players of the pga Tour 
are coming into the masters ready to win. 
with such a title at stake, the players have 
evolved their own idiosyncratic ways of 
preparing themselves to do just that.

Tiger woods and phil mickelson both 
stand as veterans of the masters. They’ve 
both found themselves wearing the green 
jacket at the end of the day with their own 
particular ways of preparing. mickelson 
usually plays a tournament the week 
before the masters (though this year he 
did not), while Tiger religiously takes the 
week off leading up to the big day.

regardless, everyone is coming into 
the masters prepared. with Tiger back 
at the no. 1 spot in the rankings, his 
chances of winning his fifth masters are 
looking strong. his brilliant putting is 
just one facet of his game helping make 
Tiger the favorite. in the past 144 holes 
he has played, Tiger has made 35 putts 
longer than eight feet. despite his 2009 
scandal, woods has found his place on 
the pga tour again and looks to capture 
the masters jacket this year, which would 
earn him his 15th major title. 

woods, though, is not without threats 
to his game. no. 3 ranked Justin rose 
enters the tournament as a competitive 
force. The 32-year-old englishman will 
perhaps play augusta national much 
more under-the-radar than woods, but 
that doesn’t mean he doesn’t have a shot 
at winning his first masters. in this past 
2013 year, rose has finished second at the 
arnold palmer invitational, eighth at the 
cadillac championship, and fourth at the 
honda classic. clearly, he’s got a chance 
to snatch that first-place finish.

with all this in mind, it’s officially time 
for us as viewers to prepare for masters 
ourselves. so, get your polo shirts and 
country club attire ready to wear, hear 
that classic masters music sounding 
through your ears, get ready for some leg-
endary fist pumps and magical shots and 
anxiously anticipate bubba watson put-
ting the green Jacket on the 2013 masters 
champion. 

play for the 
green

The diversity debate

on sept. 6, 2012, i submitted a 
letter to the editor aptly named 
“multiculturalism fosters segregation” 
in which i critiqued the various race-
based groups that insist celebrating 
division somehow unifies us. This is an 
elaboration of the article.

after reading “segregation at the 
Tabernacle,” sept. 3, “segregation or 
celebration?”, sept. 6, and “celebrate 
to unify,” sept. 6, my first article was 
correct in arguing race-specific events 
wholly contradict the university’s mis-
sion of unification. how can race-dele-
gated retreats unite all members of the 
notre dame community?

however, the author of “segregation 
or celebration?” said her time at a latino 
retreat was open to various members 
of the notre dame community. so, ap-
parently such is not the case with all 
race-specific organizations on campus. 
while they insist they are welcoming to 
all persons and committed to diversity, 
race-based organizations are not wel-
come to a diversity of thought.

i attended the show some skin, for-
merly known as the race monologues, 
performance Thursday and was dis-
turbed at what i witnessed. i suspected 
those who decided to attend a three-
hour performance and the cast mem-
bers who practiced assiduously might 
express diversity of thought. much to 
my chagrin, such was not the case. 
during an act called “ethnic goddess,” 
the actress made a crude comment 
about white girls. The comment made 

went along the lines of “you know, the 
average notre dame white girl who 
works out six hours a day and eats only 
lettuce.” not only was the comment 
shameful and tasteless, the audience’s 
laughter showed the true color of those 
who advocate for accepting everyone’s 
differences. if the actress stereotyped 
any other non-white group in that man-
ner, the auditorium would have been 
showered in boos and charges of rac-
ism would be levied against her. The 
show prides itself as a means of seeing 
people as more than what they look like. 
however, stooping this low contradicts 
everything they stand for.

This incident at the show some skin 
performance is not the only instance in 
which my suspicions about multicultur-
alist were sadly confirmed. as a black 
american, i have political perspectives 
that are not in line with the majority of 
blacks. so, when i share my point of view 
with the various members of the notre 
dame community, i find it is the blacks 
and african americans who attack me 
with scorn and derision — the same 
people who claim they appreciate diver-
sity. instead of challenge the arguments 
i make, they resort to saying i proudly 
participate in white racist demagoguery. 
“uncle Tom” and “sell-out” are just a few 
of the responses levied at me.

what my detractors fail to understand 
is true diversity comes from people who 
think differently, not from people who 
look differently. affirmative action is 
antithetical to wanting everyone equal 
under the law. saying a certain group 
is alike and therefore acceptable to mix 
and match by race is simply the soft 
bigotry of low expectations. how can we 

come together whilst having a different 
set of standards for specific groups of 
people?

multiculturalism locks people into a 
blind alley. it confines people to where 
they were born, regardless of future 
opportunities.

similar to the caste system in india, 
multiculturism places a strong emphasis 
on an accident of birth and binds people 
to the circumstances in which they were 
born. but, at least the caste system does 
not claim to benefit those at the bottom 
rung.

when multiculturalists endorse and 
embrace ebonics as a means of com-
munication in urban public schools, the 
only thing it accomplishes is protection 
of students’ self-esteems. such a lofty 
claim reeks of absurdity. it does no good 
to prevent black students from speaking 
standard english, especially in a world 
where black unemployment is twice that 
of white unemployment.

so, if we as a community want to heal 
the wounds of yesteryear, unify people 
with various opinions and enlighten 
each other, then we have to acknowl-
edge that multiculturalism is a barrier 
to progress. multiculturalism is like an 
albatross around the neck of those who 
would love to see that we look beyond 
our racial differences and see that we 
are all humans created in the image of 
god.

 Shaaya Ellis is a sophomore political 
science major with a classics minor. He 
can be contacted at sellis2@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer.

Shaaya Ellis
reason will prevail

editorial Cartoon

Elbert Hubbard
American author

Quote of tHe day

“if men could only know each other, they 
would neither idolize nor hate.” Follow us on Twitter.

@ObserverViewpnt

Kit Loughran
sports writer
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Weather woes

To my fellow domers,
i’m writing this as i lay outside on the quad making 

grass angels, soaking up the sun while i can. For the 
third time this month, i have my hopes up spring is here 
to stay. let’s be honest, south bend’s weather is just frus-
trating.  ... y’all comment and complain about it daily on 
Facebook, so i know you agree. but really, i just want to 
wear flip-flops again or at least be able to walk around 
barefoot without the risk of frostbite.  

anyway, thinking about the weather made me start 
thinking about the climate, which obviously made me 
start thinking about the upcoming climate change and 

the common good conference april 8 through 10. i don’t 
actually know if it will teach me anything about why the 
weather in south bend is as crazy as it is, but i’m excited 
to find out.

and i know climate change just seems like a buzzword 
nowadays, but it really does matter, especially if you’re 
an underclassman and will be sticking around the bend 
for a few more years. scientists are fairly certain contin-
ued high greenhouse gas emissions will mean more rain 
for the indiana region, which means more puddles to 
trudge through on the way to class. The summers could 
get much hotter, too. maybe this doesn’t hit home for 
those who live in air-conditioned dorms, but for those of 
you living in dorms like badin and alumni, have fun in 
august.  

what can you do personally? well, i think i’ve 

already lectured enough on transportation methods. 
unplugging your appliances and turning off your lights 
help, too. if you live off campus, buying local produce is 
a delicious option. i highly recommend the south bend 
farmer’s market, which is well worth the short ride.

Just a thought. ... see you in mcKenna hall!
Kthnxbai,
The greenman

Email your predicaments to The GreenMan at                
askthegreenman@gmail.com and let him answer you 
with a sustainable twist. The GreenMan will be here every 
other week to provide you with insights you never knew 
you were missing out on until now. 
 The views expressed in this column are those of the 
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.

The GreenMan
ask the greenman

letter to tHe editor

A different sort of confession
i have a confession to make. 
last week, the nd confessions 

Facebook page was starting to get under 
my skin. sometimes i would read a post 
that resonated, but more often, after 
reading the comments underneath, 
i exited my browser dismayed and 
slightly nauseous. i did what i thought i 
should do.

i “unliked” the page.
but today i read alex caton’s column 

about speaking out about provoca-
tive issues on campus. he used nd 
confessions as an example of a contro-
versial campus phenomenon. suddenly 
it hit me: i am not alright with what 

is going on. i do not think the style of 
commenting is appropriate for a com-
munity that defines itself as a “family.” 
i might have unliked the page, but i am 
not going to ignore it anymore.

i’ll admit i am emotionally raw from 
my participation in the recent cam-
pus production “show some skin: it’s 
complicated,” but i am appalled at 
how some nd confessions are treated. 
i spent two months pouring over the 
anonymous monologue i was assigned 
for show some skin, weighing every 
word and punctuation mark, fretting 
i would not do justice to the author’s 
experience. we grappled with our 

confessional monologues, showing 
them the utmost respect. so, when i 
see someone comment under an nd 
confession by a struggling, asexual fe-
male student by telling her to “try ani-
mals,” yes, i am going to feel extremely 
offended. she is a person who opened 
up to find relief and maybe comfort, 
but our online community, her family, 
mocked her.

do we realize there are human be-
ings behind those confessions? really, 
do we? and is the thrill of seeing “likes” 
pile up underneath your comment 
worth the pain you are causing some-
one? worth making them feel even 

more marginalized? if you think so, 
that’s pathetic.

despite my ire, i would actually like 
to thank the creator of nd confessions, 
whoever you are. you are showing us 
the tender, honest and sometimes ugly 
underbelly of this community, and if 
we use the venue you have created cor-
rectly, we can learn so much about how 
to improve as a community.

so please, think before you comment. 

Lauren Morisseau 
sophomore 

breen-phillips hall

uWire

hacking for public benefit a valid initiative, but 
masks policy problems

as hacktivists and open-data advocates continue to 
find themselves on the wrong side of the law, the idea 
of “civic hacking” aims to redirect young programmers 
away from breaking things and toward rebuilding them.

code for america has deemed itself a kind of “peace 
corps for geeks.” The fellowships program, which uses 
technology to solve infrastructural issues, closed its 
application process on march 31 for city governments 
seeking to take advantage of the program.

cities that apply for the fellowships would be assigned 
a team of programmers, developers and designers for 
one year that would then devise creative solutions for 
the problems facing the area.

one project that fellowship developers launched was 
the blightstatus site in new orleans. This site allows 
citizens to see blighted properties in the area in order to 
help the city rebuild.

while it sounds nice to program for the public good, 
it will be difficult to convince young programmers it’s 
worth working for a nonprofit when the private sector 
can offer a much more lucrative salary.

projects like code for america can also seem like a 
potential waste of money, as there are some problems 

facing our cities that technology can’t actually solve. 
apps aren’t magic wands, and pouring more taxpayers’ 
dollars into technology that few will use doesn’t seem 
like the right answer to more complex problems like 
obesity or growing crime rates. but at least it’s a start.

code for america is working with other nonprofit 
groups, like random hacks of Kindness and rally for 
impact, to sponsor the governmental initiative, “The 
national day of civic hacking.” The event is scheduled 
to take place nationwide from June 1-2 in a bid to coax 
techies away from the dark side of hacktivism.

The initiative will attract more than 15,000 partici-
pants at about 67 locations using “publically-released 
data, code and technology to solve challenges relevant 
to our neighborhoods, our cities, our states and our 
country,” according to the official website, hackfor-
change.org.

The irony in this little branch of the hope and change 
rhetoric is that the computer Fraud and abuse act has 
allowed for an overbroad definition of what the govern-
ment considers to be criminal activity in the digital 
world.

Therefore, those who join these kinds of “good guy” 
initiatives may do so more out of fear of prosecution 
than unflinching support for the public good.

if government officials were really concerned about 
transparency, they would be less concerned with public 

relations initiatives like “The national day of civic 
hacking” and more focused on changing overbroad 
policies like the computer Fraud and abuse act.

This act has allowed government officials to decide at 
whim which kinds of public application programming 
interfaces are considered criminal or not.

in addition, the act allows the government to trap 
anyone who might “exceed authorized access” to a com-
puter. This ambiguous statement has been used to pros-
ecute open-data activists like aaron swartz.

hackers are being seen as vigilantes committed to 
civil disobedience, when many are just dynamic prob-
lem-solvers looking to participate in the systems that 
affect our lives.

The point of a democracy is that all citizens should 
have a say in the decisions that affect their lives, and 
gaining more access to data that is already publically 
available will help us become active participants in a 
healthy government.

our governmental processes are evolving and, in an 
age where surveillance within a police state seems like 
an inevitable reality, we must protect our rights.

This column originally ran in the April 4 edition of The 
Daily Orange, serving Syracuse University. 
 The views expressed in this column are those of the 
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.

Kat Smith
The daily orange
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By MADDIE DALY
scene editor

after the intensity of the season Five fi-
nale and the anticipation in the months 
before the season six premiere, i have 
to say i was less than impressed with 
the content of sunday’s episode of “mad 
men.” of course, i enjoyed spending 
time once again with the array of unique 
characters and admiring their authentic 
60’s wardrobes, but in the two-hour epi-
sode, little to nothing really happened. 
The ads for this much-awaited extra-long 
premiere exaggerated the hype, and the 
show failed to live up to its high expecta-
tions. however, we do have to remember 
this was the first episode after a 10-month 
hiatus, so i suppose we should not be all 
too surprised to see very little new action 
as viewers are trying to remember what 
is happening in the lives of don draper, 
roger sterling and company. 

continuing the theme of confusion and 
a lost sense of identity, this episode fea-
tured don draper’s brow-furled, deeply 

unhappy face more than a few times. his 
insomnia, late-night drinking and brood-
ing attitude all contributed to the cloud of 
depression that followed him for all two 
hours. also, the fact that he drunkenly 
threw up at roger sterling’s mom’s fu-
neral doesn’t help to convince us he is in 
good spirits. don is on the brink of a com-
plete breakdown, and i would bet he only 
lasts two or three more episodes before 
falling flat on his face.  

one of the reasons for my negative re-
action to the season six premiere could 
be the fact that death encompassed near-
ly every aspect of the episode. although 
none of the deaths were too surprising 
or major, we still saw three characters 
die and had to watch the ensuing sad-
ness. (one did come back to life, but not 
before his heart stopped beating.) roger 
suffered the most with loss between 
his mother and his shoe shiner, and the 
scene of him breaking down in his office 
over the shoe shining kit was dramatic 
and heartbreaking. To see our favorite 
sarcastic, arrogant and inappropriately 

hilarious character surrender to sorrow 
and completely break down was terrify-
ing and very telling. clearly, there is an 
overall sense of unrest in the office of 
sterling cooper draper pryce, and their 
future looks bleak. 

after vacationing in hawaii with his 
overly-positive wife megan, don fails to 
impress the hawaiian resort representa-
tives because of the undertones of death 
in the ad pitch he presents to them. The 
pitch involves footprints and a man’s 
clothes, while the company expects 
bright beaches and luxurious amenities. 
They interpret his idea to be a man com-
mitting suicide, leaving only his clothes 
and his footprints behind    — a notewor-
thy connection to don and his depres-
sion. instead of being full of action and 
plot, this episode was instead a mixture 
of cryptic hints and mysterious signs, 
both aspects of the show i enjoy yet can 
rarely seem to figure out.  

you might be wondering why i have 
waited until the last sixth of this recap to 
mention betty Francis, don’s blond and 

distant ex-wife, but that is because she 
added absolutely nothing to this episode. 
besides the scene of her cooking with 
the two hippie hobos in the abandoned 
house, i enjoyed nothing about her per-
formance. First of all, the episode failed 
to remind us who the mature 15-year-old 
girl living with them is, so i was disinter-
ested whenever she appeared. secondly, 
betty acted like a complete psychopath in 
this episode — no exaggeration. between 
telling her husband to rape the 15-year-
old in a far too serious manner, to dying 
her hair black, to acting more like a child 
than her immature preteen daughter, 
betty only served to confuse me.  

as much as i had been looking forward 
to the season six premiere, i was disap-
pointed. The episode offered several 
enigmatic signs but failed to even hint at 
any explanation. i am hopeful the show’s 
writer matthew weiner will pick up the 
pace for next week’s episode and bring to-
gether some of these loose ends.     

Contact Maddie Daly at mdaly6@nd.edu

By GABRIELA LESKUR
scene writer

imagine you’re looking for the right 
band to commit to, no band in the past 
feeling quite right. Then, imagine stum-
bling upon a band that encompasses the 
alternative, slightly indie rock feel you’ve 
been looking for after years of searching. 
imagine dragons.

yes, in this band i have found my mu-
sical soul mate. and in the nature of the 
free love movement back in the 1960’s, 
let me share this love with you so you too 
may find musical bliss in this amazing 
band. 

mosey on over to your spotify and lis-
ten to imagine dragons’ “night visions 
(deluxe version).”

you have probably heard of imagine 
dragons, perhaps without knowing it. 
The group’s hit “it’s Time” has been play-
ing so often on your Top hits pandora 
station you probably think “it’s time” for 
the song to stop playing. 

however, although overplayed, there 
is no denying “it’s Time” mixes impact-
ful lyrics with tasteful hand clapping 

and manages to seem both uplifting and 
gloomy at the same time.

The strength of the album is it effort-
lessly goes from darker, punkier num-
bers to lively poppy tunes without feeling 
at all disjointed. The band possesses a 
remarkable ability to stay true to itself 
without sticking to the same formula for 
each song. “radioactive” is nothing like 
“on Top of the world,” yet they’re both 
impressive.

“radioactive,” which opens “night 
visions,” is definitely a darker type of 
song. Front man dan reynolds’ voice 
eerily portrays a poisonous air, eliciting 
a post-apocalyptic feel with the help of 
strong drums and a vibrating bass.

another favorite of mine, “amsterdam,” 
strikes a chord by combining light sym-
bols and chords that seem to sparkle 
with the band’s undeniably poignant 
message. The song is both playful and 
grounded, with the verses portrayed as 
apologetic and the chorus easily deemed 
prophetic. when reynolds belts “your 
time will come if you wait for it,” it’s hard 
not to believe him.

“on Top of the world” starkly contrasts 

the previous two songs. a whistling 
synth and joyful claps culminate in a 
triumphant refrain with a burst of guitar 
beckoning multiple vocals together. The 
song overall is reminiscent of the spirit 
and fervor of a hallelujah chorus, in a 
modern pop/rock way.

all of the songs really add value to the 
album as a whole. “hear me” starts off 
with beats not so unlike a cheesy 1990’s 
rap group and then descends quickly 
into an electronic plea with the help of a 
nice bit of drum work. “my Fault” show-
cases reynolds’ vocals. with nothing but 
a low bass beat, minimal guitar and his 
voice advocating the emotional case of 
the song on the verses, reynolds proves 
his expressive skill.

imagine dragons’ forte is undoubtedly 
its ability to portray emotion effectively 
in each song. while listening to “on Top 
of the world” i cannot suppress the urge 
to dance and celebrate. “demons” auto-
matically leads me to reflect on my own 
inner demons. when “underdog” pops 
up on my ipod, i immediately feel bet-
ter about my own struggles and failures. 
“round and round” makes my head feel 

like it’s going round and round, repeating 
the monotonous cycles of life. i find that 
potency to be the most impressive type of 
musical accomplishment.

i really can’t imagine what i did before 
imagine dragons. i am constantly find-
ing new things i love about their album 
“night visions.” 

my only complaint? Their songs are far 
too short and far too few.

more, please.

Contact Gabriela Leskur at  
gleskur@nd.edu

“Night Visions”
Imagine Dragons

Label: Interscope Records

Tracks: “It’s Time,” 
“Radioactive”

If you like: OneRepublic, 
GroupLove
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dear Knee pants,

i know you get annoyed when i call 
you capris, because you don’t quite 
reach my ankles. but i appreciate the 
fact that you are not quite shorts and 
not quite pants. you are somewhere 
in the middle, perfect for the bipolar 
“spring” weather of south bend, ind. i 
can wear you while working out, with 
a tank top and f lip-f lops for warmer 
weather or with sneakers and a sweat-
shirt for colder days. you have the glo-
rious stretch of yoga pants without the 
annoying f lare at the bottom that al-
ways drags in the puddles that line the 
sidewalks of south Quad.

i know other people make fun of 
you because you look kind of awk-
ward. people aren’t quite sure what 
to make of you. you cut off strangely 
at the knee, and people often refer to 
you as “half-pants,” as if you do not 

quite match up to the standard of full-
length pants. i hate being compared 
to other people, so i can identify with 
your frustration of being compared 
to full-length pants. i mean, shorts 
aren’t called “quarter-pants,” right? i 
completely respect your decision to be 
called knee pants. 

Just because you are made fun of 
doesn’t mean you can’t be successful. 
i mean, miley cyrus gets made fun of, 
and so does lindsay lohan, but they’re 
both able to lead moderately success-
ful, happy lives. miley is (was?) engaged 
to liam hemsworth, and lindsay still 
gets movie roles (even if they are just 
lifetime movies, and even if she has 
more mug shots than pairs of shoes).

The only frustration i have with you 
is you make me look shorter than i ac-
tually am. you were always criticized 
on that Tlc show, “what not to wear.” 
The hosts of the show would always 
throw you in trash cans, blaming you 
for being unflattering or for making 
the fashion offenders on the show look 
shorter and wider. but it’s not your fault 

i’m short. i choose to wear you for my 
own comfort and convenience.

don’t get the wrong idea, though. i 
don’t like you like that. i like you for 
your easy and comfortable pull-on 
style that makes you perfect for work-
ing out, but i would never wear you 
out to a party. no offense, but you 
just aren’t compatible with my heels 
and chiffon tops. i know you want a 
fair chance to prove you are versatile 
and adaptable. i know i just said you 
are well-suited to either sweatshirts 
or tank tops. but there is a time and 
place for everything, you know? For 
example, i would never put ketchup 
on chocolate cake, but i would put it 
on almost any other food. likewise, i 
can wear you all day, to class and to 
working out and to club meetings, but 
i can’t wear you when i’m going out.

but just because i can’t always wear 
you doesn’t mean that i will never wear 
you. i’ll wear you as often as i can, be-
cause i mean it when i say you are the 
most comfortable thing in my closet, 
even if you are a little awkward. but 

that’s okay, nobody’s perfect. even 
Kim Kardashian makes an ugly face 
when she cries. but it must make you 
feel a little better to know celebs like 
victoria beckham (a.k.a. posh spice), 
mila Kunis and ellen pompeo sport you 
on a regular basis when they work out. 
no, they aren’t going to wear you on the 
red carpet. but you do get to be seen 
in celebrity gossip magazines, thanks 
to the paparazzi. That must make you 
feel a little special, right? i mean, both 
lululemon and nike make versions of 
you, so that must make you feel pretty 
legitimate.

if nothing else, Knee pants, know you 
are appreciated. i will always own at 
least one pair of you. 

best,
christine anspach

The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer. 
 Contact Christine Anspach at 
canspach@nd.edu

By CHRISTINE ANSPACH
scene writer
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augusTa, ga. — guan 
Tianlang is in good company 
this week at augusta national.

he played a practice round 
monday with two-time masters 
champion ben crenshaw, then 
headed out in the afternoon with 
Tiger woods. he has a game lined 
up Tuesday with Tom watson, 
an eight-time major champion. 
on wednesday, he plans to play 
the par 3 Tournament with nick 
Faldo, winner of six majors.

can’t he play with someone 
his own age?

not at this masters.
guan is the 14-year-old from 

china, the youngest to ever play 
in the masters and the youngest 
player at any major in 148 years. 
he qualified by winning the asia 
pacific amateur championship 
last fall in Thailand, and now 
he gets a crack at the best in the 
game, on one of the most famous 
golf courses in the world.

nerves? so far, only a big smile.
“i’m really excited in the 

morning when i come out on the 
course and there’s many people 
here,” guan said monday, con-
ducting his news conference in 
english with a chinese transla-
tor at his side in case he needed 
help. he rarely did.

The kid has shown to be spe-
cial in many ways.

he went wire-to-wire in the 
asia pacific amateur, and he 
wasn’t even rattled on the final 
hole at amata spring country 
club. with a belly putter he had 
been using for about six months, 
he calmly rapped in a 5-foot par 
putt for the one-shot win and a 
drive down magnolia lane — in 
the passenger seat, of course.

age seems to have no limits 
these days in golf.

Tiger woods was 21 when he 
set 20 records to win the 1997 
masters. sergio garcia was 19 
when he nearly beat woods in 
the pga championship two 
years later. morgan pressel was 
18 when she won a major cham-
pionship on the lpga Tour. 
lydia Ko was 15 when she won 
the women’s canadian open 
last year on the lpga Tour.

even so, this is the masters.
guan is 14, the only player 

in the field who brought his 

eighth-grade homework with 
him to augusta national.

“i knew he was young,” steve 
stricker said monday. “i didn’t 
know he was the same age as 
my daughter. yeah, that’s re-
markable. and i’ve been telling 
my daughter the same with this 
lydia Ko, who has been playing 
on the lpga Tour. i just can’t 
imagine being that young and 
competing at this level at such 
an early age. it will be interest-
ing. i’ll be interested to see how 
he does and how he handles it 
and how he plays. it’s remark-
able that he’s even playing.”

The only player younger than 
guan in a major championship 
was young Tom morris, who was 
about a month younger in the 
1865 british open.

he arrived a few weeks ago 
and can’t get enough of augusta. 
guan figures he already has 
played six rounds, and he was 
with a member the day he shot 
69. whether that translates in 
the tournament is another story.

guan played in the australian 
open in december and opened 
with an 82 at The lakes in 
sydney. he bounced back with 
a 70 the next day, though the 
first-round score was enough to 
imagine what kind of number 
waits on the 7,445-yard course 
at augusta national, where just 
getting to the slick, contoured 
putting surfaces is part of the 
challenge.

“i would say i’m not long 
enough, but i think i’m still all 
right in this golf course,” guan 
said. “and i drive a little bit lon-
ger in Thailand than here, but 
i think i’m still all right, not a 

really serious problem.”
at least he’s finding the right 

kind of help.
a friend at his home course 

in china knows crenshaw and 
passed along the message that 
the kid wanted to play a practice 
round with him. crenshaw glad-
ly obliged, and was impressed 
with what he saw. guan did not 
go wire-to-wire in Thailand on 
accident.

crenshaw studied his touch, 
balance and rhythm, and he 
tried to show him the nuances of 
the slopes on the greens.

“it was fascinating to see,” 
crenshaw said.

guan planned to stay in the 
crow’s nest on monday night, 
the tiny quarters set aside for 
the six amateurs in the field this 
week. he has been spending 
long days at augusta in the week 
leading to the masters, not leav-
ing until twilight on saturday.

and he was back on the course 
sunday, playing nine holes and 
heading to the practice round. 
he was startled by a familiar 
voice.

“There he is!” watson bel-
lowed in his direction. after a 
hearty handshake, watson said 
to him, “working hard?”

guan nodded.
“good!” watson replied, 

flashing his gap-tooth grin.
The 30,000 fans on the course 

monday didn’t seem to bother 
guan on the first official day 
of practice. woods played 14 
holes on sunday with stricker, 
and then returned monday af-
ternoon to play with dustin 
Johnson, with guan tagging 
along.

baseball: Just what 
the doctor ordered
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last sunday signaled the 
beginning of two seasons 
in america — baseball and 
a certain disease — and 
oddly enough, they go 
hand-in-hand. 

millions of fans traveled to 
stadiums across the nation 
or just to their couches to 
watch a game they love begin 
again this year. meanwhile, 
many others began to show 
early signs of the yearly 
epidemic. 

symptoms of this illness 
include scoffing at the length 
of the baseball season, citing 
pitchers’ duels as unenter-
taining and a general mis-
conception about the game 
itself. The one telltale sign of 
the disease is if the following 
leaves the person’s mouth: 
“baseball is boring.”

unfortunately, in the age 
of short youTube videos 
and endless highlight reels, 
this disease is growing each 
year, especially among those 
under the age of 30. don’t 
worry though if you think 
you might catch the disease 
because you are surrounded 
by people who think baseball 
equals boredom. Just cover 
your mouth with your base-
ball glove, breathe in that 
rich leather smell and smile 
because you know they’re 
wrong.

besides more cowbell, 
there’s only one prescrip-
tion for this illness. but don’t 
worry, the doc (no, not roy 
halladay) is here to provide 
the full dosage. 

First, take a step back and 
a deep breath, and slow 
down. one of the best things 
about baseball is, believe it 
or not, its slower pace. life is 
hectic and enjoying a base-
ball game means taking a 
step back and soaking in the 
present. sometimes there are 
lulls in the action of a game 
or season, but staying with it 
during these times helps you 
really enjoy the biggest mo-
ments that come later.

second, appreciate the 
need for endurance, because 
the baseball season is a mar-
athon, not a sprint. There are 
slumps and streaks through 
the entire season, and while 
watching a team at the top 
of its game is sweet, seeing a 
team overcome its struggles 
is just as enjoyable. Through 
the entire season, teams 
have the same singular goal 
in mind — a world series 
crown — and seeing the fin-
ish of a marathon is particu-
larly special when you know 
what it took to get to the end. 

next, listen to the 

broadcasters. whether its 
radio or television, the com-
mentary from guys like bob 
uecker and vin scully add 
depth to the game, no mat-
ter if the action is thrilling 
or just routine. even if your 
team is out of contention, the 
best broadcasters will supply 
smiles and stories sometimes 
only tangentially related to 
the game.

Fourth, find the beauty in 
the details. granted, the in-
tricacies of baseball are not 
usually apparent to those 
who find the game boring. 
but exploring the details, 
whether for the first time 
or all season long, elevates 
the game to a new level. For 
example, each at bat repre-
sents a new duel between the 
pitcher and batter, each with 
his own strategy and distinct 
talents, and the situation 
changes with each pitch. 

Fifth, enjoy the unique-
ness of the game. There are 
so many aspects of baseball 
that distinguish it from 
other sports, and these at-
tributes, like the fact that it’s 
the only true summer sport, 
make it special for fans. For 
example, without a salary 
cap, each team, from the 
yankees (pretty soon, we’ll 
start saying the dodgers) 
to the athletics, has certain 
traits that characterize it 
year in and year out. The 
minor leagues also play an 
important role in baseball 
and teams are always mak-
ing decisions that affect the 
long-term success of the 
club. even the concept of the 
game itself is vastly different 
than most other sports. it’s 
these distinctions that fans 
love about baseball.

Finally, capture the mo-
ments to remember. The 
walk-off home runs, incred-
ible pitching performances, 
unbelievable defensive plays 
and other amazing mo-
ments baseball provides are 
the greatest thing about the 
game. watching them live 
is remarkable, but reliving 
them years later is just as 
wonderful.

so, there you have it, a 
guide to enjoying baseball 
for those missing out on it 
and a refresher for those 
already doing so. if you reex-
amine it, this guide for en-
joying the game also seems 
like an awfully good guide 
for enjoying life. That’s be-
cause the game of baseball is 
not boring, but full of life.

Contact Peter Steiner at 
psteiner@nd.edu 
 The views expressed in this 
Sports Authority are those of the 
author and not necessarily those 
of The Observer.
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Personal
UNPLANNED PREGNANCY? 

Don’t go it alone. Notre Dame has 
many resources in place to assist you. 
If you or someone you love needs 
confidential support or assistance, 
please call Ann Whitall at 1-0084 or 
Karen Kennedy at 1-5550. For more 
information, visit ND’s website at: 
http://pregnancysupport@nd.edu 

Highlights from The Observer Office 
Playlist: 
D.A.N.C.E 
by Justice 
 
Call It What You Want  
by Foster the People 
 
Hang Me Up to Dry  
by Cold War Kids 
 

Somebody That I Used To Know  
by Gotye (feat. Kimbra) 
 
Heart Skipped a Beat 
by the XX 
 
Die Young 
by Ke$ha 
 
Radioactive 
by Imagine Dragons

Golf

AP

Chinese prodigy Guan Tianlang tees off on the 17th hole of his 
practice round for the Masters on Monday.

14-year-old seeks to 
‘Master’ Augusta

Peter Steiner
sports writer
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 Nava, Buchholz lead Red Sox past Orioles, 3-1
Associated Press

bosTon — a second brilliant 
start by clay buchholz. a clutch 
homer by daniel nava. another 
flawless fielding performance by 
the boston red sox.

The fans at Fenway park saw for 
the first time what all the excite-
ment is about when they watched 
the surprising red sox beat the 
baltimore orioles 3-1 in boston’s 
home opener on monday.

“This team is growing in confi-
dence by the day,” first-year red 
sox manager John Farrell said.

buchholz (2-0) allowed three 
hits in seven shutout innings, 
nava hit a three-run homer in 
the seventh off wei-yin chen (0-
1) and the first-place red sox im-
proved to 5-2 for their best start 
in seven years.

last year, they lost five of their 
first seven games and finished 
last at 69-93, and in 2011 they 
started 1-6 and missed the play-
offs with a september collapse.

so winning monday after tak-
ing two of three road games 
against both the new york 
yankees and the Toronto blue 
Jays “is a lot better than start-
ing 2-9, or whatever it was last 
year and the year before. we’ve 

got an awesome group of guys,” 
buchholz said. “it’s easier to 
come to the ballpark and be 
in high spirits, in good spirits 
about it whenever your team is 
winning.”

The red sox won their ninth 
straight home opener a day after 
Jon lester pitched seven innings 
in a 13-0 win in Toronto. boston 
pitchers had 18 consecutive 
scoreless innings before adam 
Jones hit his first homer of the 
year with one out in the ninth off 
Joel hanrahan, who finished for 
the save.

boston’s new closer is perfect 
in three save tries this season.

The red sox haven’t com-
mitted an error in any of their 
seven games, their longest sea-
son-opening errorless streak.

nava broke open a scoreless 
duel with his second homer 
in two days. he hit a shot over 
the green monster in left after 
dustin pedroia singled and took 
third on a double by mike napoli.

“it was special just because it 
was opening day,” nava said. “i 
wasn’t trying to hit a home run. 
it just worked out like that but to 
contribute and get us a lead in a 
tight game after buck pitched 
well is something that i think 

anyone who stepped in the box 
in (that) situation was looking to 
do.”

buchholz gave up three 
walks and struck out eight. last 
wednesday he allowed one run 
in seven innings in a 7-4 win over 
the new york yankees.

“he had very good stuff,” 
said Farrell, who took over after 
bobby valentine was fired fol-
lowing one season as boston’s 
manager. “you can’t say enough 

(about) what clay did for us. The 
way chen was pitching, a classic 
pitchers’ duel, and one swing of 
the bat becomes the difference.”

andrew bailey blanked the 
orioles in the eighth before 
hanrahan, acquired from the 
pittsburgh pirates in the offsea-
son, made his Fenway debut.

“we might spend all day to-
morrow crying as a team, holding 
each other’s hands, spend all day 
walking through the prudential 

center (in boston) crying,” out-
fielder adam Jones said sarcasti-
cally after baltimore fell to 3-4. 
“we’re playing good baseball. 
we’ve got 155 games to go; a lot of 
games to go.”

buchholz allowed the first bat-
ter to reach base in four innings 
but only one runner advanced to 
second.

“i actually felt better pitching 
out of the stretch,” buchholz said. 
“i felt like the tempo was better.”

AP

Red Sox shortstop Jose Iglesias stretches for a force out at second base in the fourth inning of Boston’s 3-1 
victory over the Orioles at Fenway Park on Monday.
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Santana, late rally lift Royals over Twins
Associated Press

Kansas ciTy, mo. — royals 
fans waited almost all afternoon 
to see some offense. when their 
team finally built a rally, it came 
just in time to give ervin santana 
a much-deserved win.

santana pitched eight strong 
innings, alcides escobar dou-
bled home the go-ahead run and 
Kansas city beat the minnesota 
Twins 3-1 on monday in its home 
opener.

“better later than never,” 
santana said. “i know we are go-
ing to score runs.”

santana (1-1), acquired from 
the los angeles angels on oct. 
31 for minor league left-hander 
brandon sisk, gave up a run and 
eight singles. he struck out sev-
en, walked one and hit a batter 
with a pitch.

santana allowed only four hits 
after the first inning, when the 
Twins scored their lone run.

“he really had his big slider 
working and he had a good fast-
ball, too,” royals manager ned 
yost said. “after the first inning 
he really settled down. his slider 
was phenomenal. he was able to 
throw it at the back foot of their 
big sluggers and keep them off 
balance. giving us eight strong 
innings was big.”

Twins right-hander Kevin 
correia (0-1) limited the royals 
to five singles and no runs over 
the first seven innings before 
lorenzo cain doubled to right-
center to open a three-run 
eighth. after chris getz’s sacri-
fice bunt moved cain to third, 
alex gordon singled to tie the 
score.

escobar’s double scored 
gordon and knocked correia 
out of the game. Jared burton 
gave up a run-scoring single to 
billy butler, who tied a club re-
cord with seven rbis on sunday 
in philadelphia.

“correia did a good job get-
ting us to hit on top of the ball 
and hitting ground balls,” yost 
said. “in the eighth he got some 
pitches up and we were able to 
get some runs. These guys just 
keep plugging away. They have 
the confidence that they’re go-
ing to hit.”

correia took the loss after giv-
ing up three runs and eight hits 
in 7 1-3 innings.

“i made a couple bad pitches,” 
he said. “i got behind on (cain) 
and i didn’t want to walk him. i 
threw a middlish pitch that he 
got enough of to get it in the gap. 
The pitch to gordon, i tried to 
throw a fastball and it ran back 
over the middle.”

The royals, who had the best 
spring training record in the ma-
jors, won their first home opener 
since 2008 when they beat the 
new york yankees 5-2.

“it means a lot,” yost said. “last 
year there was as much excite-
ment, but we were down seven 
after three innings. we wanted 
to show our fans some exciting 
baseball. we wanted them to see 

in person what they have been 
reading about. we’re very happy 
to win the home opener in front 
of a sellout crowd.”

aaron crow worked the ninth 
to earn his first save of the sea-
son and the third of his ca-
reer — two against the Twins. 
his previous save came July 21 
against minnesota. The royals, 
who have come from behind to 
win three straight games, have 
three saves from three different 
pitchers this season.

crow walked chris parmelee 
with one out, but coaxed brian 
dozier to bounce into a game-
ending double play.

“The decision was easy,” 
yost said. “(greg) holland and 
(Kelvin) herrera were unavail-
able. it’s too early in the season 
for them to be pitching three 

days in a row. aaron’s an all-
star. i don’t like to say it, but he’s 
one of the big four we’ve got out 
there, with holland and herrera 
and (Tim) collins. i’ve got con-
fidence in any one of those four 
closing the game.”

Joe mauer scored on ryan 
doumit’s two-out single in the 
first for the only minnesota run. 
it was the first time this season 
the Twins scored first after be-
ing outscored 9-1 in the first 
two innings during their first six 
games.

The Twins bunched four 
singles in the first inning, but 
managed just the one run after 
doumit ended the inning by be-
ing thrown out scrambling to get 
back to second base after Justin 
morneau stopped at third on 
Trevor plouffe’s single.

AP

Royals pitcher Ervin Santana deals during the first inning of Kansas 
City’s 3-1 victory over the Twins on Monday in Kansas City.
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fulfill that dream. in high 
school, she posted 1,247 
strikeouts with a 79-13-1 ca-
reer record. she was named 
an espn/under armour all-
american two years in a row 
and received first team ea 
sports all-american honors. 

at notre dame, o’donnell 
has continued her success. 
as a freshman, she struck out 
71 batters and finished with 
a 3.71 era. as a sophomore 
o’donnell was named second 
team all-big east, finishing 
her season 10-1. last season, 
she was named a big east 
academic all-star and com-
pleted her season with an 11-5 
record. 

o’donnell said she im-
proved significantly each year 
she played with the irish. 

“as a player, i have grown 
both mentally and physical-
ly,” o’donnell said. “i have 
become stronger and with 
the help of my coaches [have] 
been able to fine-tune all of 
my pitches.” 

aside from the improve-
ments in the technical aspects 
of her pitching, o’donnell 
said notre dame gave her a 
confidence in her game she’s 
never had before. 

“i feel i’m able to confident-
ly face any challenge thrown 
my way and overcome it suc-
cessfully,” o’donnell said. 

now approaching gradua-
tion, o’donnell said she’s not 

ready to end her time with the 
team. 

“next year, while finishing 
up my teaching credentials, 
i will be joining the current 
coaches and becoming part 
of the notre dame coaching 
staff,” o’donnell said. “after 
that i will pursue a career as 
an elementary school teacher 
in pediatric oncology units. 
i will be working in a hospi-
tal setting assuring that the 
patients receive the proper 
schooling to reach their aca-
demic potential without fall-
ing behind.” 

in the meantime, o’donnell 
will coach the girls she now 
calls her teammates, teaching 
them to lead in her place. 

“having the ability to give 
insight on and off the field 
to my teammates is an awe-
some value that i have learned 
through my prior teammates,” 
o’donnell said. “leadership 
is a quality that the coaches 
and notre dame [have] in-
stilled in all of their athletes.” 

Contact Katie Heit at  
kheit@nd.edu

o’donnell
conTinued From page 16

beyond these achieve-
ments, the irish also have 
gathered nine big east 
conference softball weekly 
honor roll awards between 
four members of the squad. 
sophomore second base-
man Jenna simon earned the 
award monday, the second 
time she won it this season.

notre dame will continue 
to look for simon and other 
key players to contribute in 
the batting lineup, includ-
ing junior left fielder lauren 
stuhr, junior shortstop chloe 
saganowich and sopho-
more center fielder emilee 
Koerner.

“The main focus of this 
game will be playing like 
notre dame softball should 
play and dominating of-
fensively and defensively,” 
buntin said.

northwestern (19-14, 5-3 

big Ten) enters tonight fol-
lowing a three-game sweep 
of illinois. They have sought 
leadership from sopho-
more starting pitcher amy 
letourneau on the defensive 
end. letourneau has a 1.66 
era this season.

during the sweep, the 
wildcats held the illini to 
five hits and one run, while 
they scored 23 runs and hit 
six home runs. northwestern 
will bring a new challenge to 
the irish defense, forcing ju-
nior laura winter and senior 
brittany o’donnell to con-
tinue shining in the pitching 
circle.

“we haven’t done any-
thing special to prepare for 
northwestern,” buntin said. 
“we’ve just been focusing on 
playing notre dame softball.”

The squads will face off at 
5 p.m. at sharon J. drysdale 
Field in evanston.

Contact Megan Finneran at 
mfinnera@nd.edu

softball
conTinued From page 16

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Irish sophomore second baseman Jenna Simon swings during Notre 
Dame’s 9-3 win over Villanova on Sunday at Melissa Cook Stadium.

“Leadership is a 
quality that the 
coaches and Notre 
Dame [have] 
instilled in all of 
their athletes.”
Brittany O’Donnell 
Irish senior pitcher
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ranked opponent michigan 
faces this season, but the 
wolverines hold a command-
ing 85-45 lead in the all-time 
series against the irish. The 
wolverines and the irish split a 
pair of contests last season and 
will also play each other in ann 
arbor next Tuesday.

“[michigan is] a team we’re 
fairly familiar with, given that 
we’ve played them four times 
over the past two years,” aoki 
said. “They seem to be a lot bet-
ter hitting team than they were 
a year ago. … They’ve got a good 

coaching staff and the team has 
obviously got to feel pretty good 
about themselves after sweep-
ing an excellent michigan state 
team [last weekend].”

after michigan, notre dame 
will return to the field for an-
other non-conference home 
game against eastern michigan 
on wednesday. sophomore 
right-hander matt Ternowchek 
is scheduled to start against the 
eagles (14-16, 4-5 mac).

The first pitch between the 
irish and wolverines is set for 
5:35 p.m. today in Frank eck 
stadium.

Contact John Sandberg at  
jsandbe1@nd.edu

baseball
conTinued From page 16

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Irish sophomore right fielder Ryan Bull rounds the bases during 
Notre Dame’s 10-6 loss to Villanova on Sunday.

scrambled around the other 
spots during spring ball. one 
lineman who has made his case 
for locking down a starting spot 
is junior nick martin, Zack’s 
brother. The younger martin 
played mostly guard and tack-

le over the past two years, but 
now looks to be the favorite to 
succeed cave at center.

“obviously braxston left big 
shoes to fill, but nick has been 
doing a great job as far as get-
ting us to the line, getting us 
down and doing a good job with 
the snap count lately, as well,” 
watt said.

Junior center matt hegarty 
has surprised many early in 
camp by coming on strong to 
challenge martin for the job. 
hegarty suffered a stroke late 
last season, after which doctors 
discovered he was born with 

two holes in his heart. after a 
summer of therapy, hegarty 
has increased his level of play, 
forcing offensive line coach 
harry hiestand to take notice.

“i’ve been very impressed 
with matt and how he’s been 
able to maintain through all 
this,” hiestand said. “and now 
you see him getting better. we 
anticipate he’ll keep climbing 
and we’re really pleased with 
what he’s doing.”

another young player who 
has helped his cause through 
spring ball has been junior 
conor hanratty, who has 
emerged from a pack featur-
ing injured sophomore ronnie 
stanley and early enrollee steve 
elmer to be a frontrunner in the 
race to line up next to lombard. 
hanratty said focusing on the 
little details has been the key to 
his big improvements.

“The key right now is just 
in fundamentals, and getting 
better every play,” hanratty 
said. “you have to be able to be 
reliable.”

each player is looking to use 
the offseason to prove and as-
sert themselves as individual 
starters, but hiestand and 
irish coach brian Kelly are 

more worried about the offen-
sive line as a whole. with just 
under five months until notre 
dame opens its season against 
Temple, every player has gotten 
the message: in the spring, no 

spot is safe.
“nothing is etched in stone in 

the spring,” hanratty said. “it’s 
all about getting your work in, 
getting used to playing with the 
other guys and that’s all that’s 

important right now. we’ll wait 
until the season starts for ev-
erything else.”

Contact Jack Hefferon at  
wheffero@nd.edu

o-line
conTinued From page 16

MACKENZIE SAIN | The Observer

Irish fifth-year offensive lineman Chris Watt blocks for junior quarterback Everett Golson during Notre 
Dame’s victory over Michigan State on Sept. 15 in East Lansing, Mich.

“Nothing is etched 
in stone in the 
spring.”
Conor Hanratty 
Irish junior offensive lineman
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CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Taylor Kitsch, 32; patricia arquette, 45; robin 
wright, 47; John schneider, 53.

Happy Birthday: what you do to prepare and how you explore and experiment with 
new concepts will be what separate you from any competition you encounter. don’t be 
afraid to be different. it’s your uniqueness that will make both business and personal 
relationships grow into something positive and engaging. embrace your emotions and 
love openly. your numbers are 4, 9, 14, 22, 27, 35, 69.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Take stock of what’s on your agenda and make sure you 
take care of the most important things first. last-minute changes that are out of your 
control are likely to develop. compensating for such delays will keep you on track. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): check out your alternatives when dealing with peers, 
legal matters or anything to do with institutions or government agencies. make sure 
you stick to the rules and avoid upsetting anyone who can influence the outcome of 
something you are trying to accomplish. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): put more into getting things done instead of talking about 
what you want to accomplish. it’s important to follow through and to uphold your 
reputation. don’t make an impulsive move if it concerns money. sit tight and work 
hard.  

CANCER (June 21-July 22): avoid making abrupt changes that reflect your expertise 
and knowledge. showing your sensitivity and concern is good, but not if it makes you 
appear unstable or impractical. don’t mix business with pleasure. innovative but sound 
alternatives will work best. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): expand your awesomeness. self-improvement is a plus that will 
contribute to the big picture. a change of scenery or connecting with new people will 
lead to partnerships and lifestyle changes you might want to consider. love is on the 
rise. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): don’t give in to temptation to spend your cash. anything 
that threatens your long-term security must be avoided. go over your personal papers 
and do whatever it takes to protect your assets. a headache can be expected due to 
someone annoying you.      

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): put more time and effort into important partnerships. open 
up regarding your intentions, feelings and beliefs. don’t let anyone pressure you into 
doing something that doesn’t work well for you. call the shots and let your experience 
guide you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): share your knowledge and creative ideas. express how 
you feel about organizations and the people you are dealing with daily. it’s important 
to be surrounded by people who inspire and motivate you to explore avenues that 
contribute to your goals. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): ulterior motives are apparent. Take charge, call the 
shots and don’t be afraid to intervene if someone tries to push you in a direction that 
doesn’t suit your needs. choose change over more of the same and you will make 
progress. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): rely on the past in order to make the right choice now. 
Job prospects look good as long as you offer services that are within your means. prob-
lems while traveling or dealing with people opposing you can be expected. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): revert back to the things you enjoy doing most and you 
will improve your position and ease your stress. love is on the rise and discussing 
future plans with someone you consider to be special will set you on a positive path. 
revel in your general awesomeness today.  

PISCES (Feb. 19- March 20): ease into whatever it is you want to pursue. pull from 
resources you know you can count on and set a standard, budget and timeline that will 
keep you moving forward until you reach your goals. don’t give in to bullies or peer 
pressure. 

Birthday Baby:  you have pizzazz. you are sassy, compelling and passionate.



nd softball

By MEGAN FINNERAN
sports writer

The irish travel to evanston, 
ill., to face non-conference 
opponent northwestern 
today. 

in its last 13 games, notre 
dame (26-9, 7-1 big east) has 
only lost two games and al-
lowed 26 runs. most recently, 
the irish won a three-game 
series against villanova last 
weekend, sandwiching two 
wins around a 1-0 loss in the 
second game.

“we recognized the loss, 
learned from it and now we 
are ready to move forward 
with the rest of the big east,” 
senior catcher amy buntin 
said. JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Irish sophomore third baseman Katey Haus swings during Notre Dame’s 9-3 victory over Villanova on 
Sunday at Melissa Cook Stadium. The Irish take on Northwestern on Tuesday.

By KATIE HEIT 
sports writer 

Though her last year as a 
player will soon come to an 
end, senior pitcher brittany 
o’donnell is not ready to 
complete a journey that be-
gan as a kid and will return to 
coach the irish next year. 

“when i was seven years 
old, i stepped foot on cam-
pus with my family for the 
first time,” o’donnell said. 
“ever since then, i’ve wanted 
to come to the university of 
notre dame. There is so much 
tradition and prestige associ-
ated with the university and i 
wanted to be part of the irish 
mystique.”

o’donnell worked hard to 

Surging squad readies for battle with Wildcats
Team prepares for 
non-conference tilt 
with Northwestern

Lifelong Irish fan 
Brittany O’Donnell 
leads teammates

see o’donnell paGe 13see soFTball paGe 13

football baseball

By JACK HEFFERON
sports writer

last year, notre dame’s vet-
eran offensive line arrived 
ready to dominate, and did just 
that by powering the run game 
and protecting rookie quarter-
back everett golson.

This year, some assembly 
may be required.

The irish return one of the 
nation’s best left sides in tackle 
Zack martin and guard chris 
watt — both fifth-year seniors 

are back for one more sea-
son before playing football on 
sundays. however, the gradu-
ation of center braxston cave 
and right guard mike golic 
Jr. created a gaping hole be-
tween watt and senior right 
tackle christian lombard that 
a number of anxious young 
players are looking to fill. That 
influx of inexperienced play-
ers has shifted much of the 
leadership responsibility onto 
watt and martin, something 
watt said has forced them to be 

more vocal on the field.
“The biggest thing is from the 

communication standpoint, 
being able to tell those guys 
what they’re doing wrong and 
also pointing out the mistakes 
that we make on the field.” 
watt said. “it’s important that 
Zack and i both demonstrate 
leadership and toughness.”

The seniors’ leadership 
should give the line some con-
sistency, even as players are 

Changing of the guard bats propel nd into 
midweek matchup

By JOHN SANDBERG
sports writer

no. 18 notre dame will look 
to bounce back from sunday’s 
loss to villanova as it returns to 
Frank eck stadium today to take 
on regional rival michigan in a 
non-conference matchup.

The irish (19-10, 4-5 big east) 
are coming off a 2-1 series vic-
tory against villanova this past 
weekend, where they recorded 
wins Friday and saturday before 
losing in sunday’s finale. 

despite taking two of three 
from the wildcats, coach mik 
aoki said the irish were “really 
fortunate” to come away with 
two victories in a series that fea-
tured uncharacteristically slop-
py pitching from notre dame.

one thing that has not been 
sloppy is the middle of notre 
dame’s batting order. Junior 
infielders eric Jagielo and Trey 
mancini are batting .398 and 
.324, respectively. mancini leads 
the team with 29 rbis, and 
Jagielo is not far behind with 27 
of his own.

“They’re a great luxury to 
have,” aoki said. “For the past 
two years, eric and Trey [have] 
been great to have hitting three 
and four. … They’re great play-
ers, and even more importantly, 
they’re really phenomenal kids.”

sophomore outfielder ryan 

bull has also been hitting the 
ball extremely well while bat-
ting fifth and providing some 
protection behind mancini. 
bull, who aoki described as hav-
ing “come into his own” this sea-
son, is batting .325 with 16 rbis, 
including five rbis in sunday’s 
loss to villanova. bull is also rid-
ing a seven-game hitting streak. 

at the beginning of this sea-
son, aoki said a key factor in 
notre dame’s success this year 
would be its ability to win mid-
week games. The irish accom-
plished that last week, beating 
illinois-chicago and valparaiso 
on Tuesday and wednesday, 
respectively.

This week, notre dame will 
look to do the same, starting this 
evening against michigan (16-
14, 4-2 big Ten). Freshman right-
hander david hearne is slated to 
start on the mound for the irish. 
hearne is 0-1 with a 4.40 era in 
eight appearances this season.

“pitching is always the key in 
our game,” aoki said. “[Today] 
we need for david hearne to go 
out there and give us a few strong 
innings and get the game to the 
bullpen and manage that.”

The wolverines have been hot 
lately, with five wins in a row 
and six wins in their last seven 
games. notre dame is the first 

SUZANNA PRATT | The Observer

Irish fifth-year offensive lineman Zack Martin looks to block for junior quarterback Everett Golson dur-
ing the national championship game Jan. 7 in Miami. 

see o-line paGe 14 see baseball paGe 14
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