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Pass-In-Review honors ROTC members
University president addresses participants, emphasizes commitment to service

By CH A R L IE DUCE Y
new s wr iter

Four teen exempla r y 
members of not re da me’s 
reser ve of f icer Tra ining 
cor ps (roTc) prog ra m 
received awa rds for in-
teg r it y, leadership a nd 
communit y involvement 
at t he 2013 president ia l 
pass-in-rev iew ceremony 
yesterday.

The for ma l mi l ita r y cer-
emony, held in t he stepa n 
center, gat hered a l l ca-
dets a nd midshipmen on 
ca mpus. midshipma n 
Jason Koncsol spoke about 
t he impor ta nce of not re 
da me’s roTc prog ra m.

universit y president Fr. 
John Jen k ins opened t he 
pass-in-rev iew w it h a n 

address.
“The mi l ita r y has a long 

a nd histor ic involvement 
at not re da me, w it h mem-
bers of t he mi l ita r y at-
tending t he universit y as 
fa r back as 1858,” he sa id. 
“not re da me is one of on ly 
56 universit ies w it h a roTc 
prog ra m represent ing a l l 
four bra nches of t he united 
states mi l ita r y.” 

Jen k ins sa id he respects 
t he dedicat ion of t he roTc 
students a nd t he work t hey 
do.

“people w i l l look to you 
for leadership. They w i l l 
look to you for pur pose,” 
he sa id. “i k now t hat what 
you do as a roTc pa r t ici-
pa nt is not easy. on top of 

EMILY DANAHER | The Observer

Senior awarded scholarship
By MEL FLANAGAN
news writer

senior catherine reidy will 
take the notre dame tradi-
tion across the pond next 
year to study for her master’s 
degree in african studies on 
a clarendon scholarship at 
oxford university.

reidy, a psychology ma-
jor and member of the 
international scholars 
program at the Kellogg 
institute for international 
studies, was offered a schol-
arship by the social sciences 
division of oxford to further 
develop her interest in inter-
national affairs and related Photo courtesy of Catherine Reidy

Catherine Reidy, center, poses for a photo in Sierra Leone, where she conducted 
independent research during the summers of 2011 and 2012.

University hires 
digital officer

By LESLEY STEVENSON
news writer

among several technolo-
gy-based initiatives in the 
works for next year, the 
university created a new 
position called chief aca-
demic digital officer to pro-
mote digital learning and 
appointed elliott visconsi 
to fill the position, accord-
ing to a university press 
release.  

visconsi, associate pro-
fessor of english and con-
current associate professor 
of law, said he will work to 
guide and support students 

and faculty in technology 
research, investment and 

application.
“what we are trying to 

do is figure out [is] how do 
we integrate digital tools 
into our overall education-
al mission?” visconsi said. 

annual banquet honors student leadership
By AUBREY BUTTS
news writer

The division of student affairs 
honored six notre dame seniors and 
one post-baccalaureate student for 
their academic, journalistic and ser-
vice contributions to the university 
at the april 3 student leadership 

awards Banquet. 
The awards recognize students 

whose efforts benefit not only the 
university community but also dis-
advantaged populations across the 
globe, according to a university press 
release.

senior emily conron received the 
John w. gardner student leadership 

award for her work with the notre 
dame Fighting neglected Tropical 
diseases club. conron said the tra-
jectory of her service work was unex-
pected yet purposeful.

“my involvement with the club 
has shaped everything else that i’ve 
undertaken in college, even though 
i got into it by accident,” conron 

said. “i’m not a hard science major, 
but i’ve learned a lot. over this past 
winter break, i was able to unite my 
psychology major with my theology 
major with my interest in nTds by 
traveling to haiti and interviewing 
patients there about their mental 
health and religious beliefs.”

conron said students should not 

necessarily limit their extracurricu-
lar activities to groups related to pre-
existing interests. 

“you need to be open to finding 
new passions and when things creep 
up on you that seem interesting, even 
if you think it will be a diversion from 
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Corrections
The observer regards itself as 
a professional publication and 
strives for the highest standards 
of journalism at all times. we do, 
however, recognize that we will make 
mistakes. if we have made a mistake, 
please contact us at (574) 631-4541 so 
we can correct our error.
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TODAY

Thursday

Zen Meditation
Coleman-Morse 
Center
5:15 p.m.-6:15 p.m.
Practice meditation. 

Admitted Student 
Open House
Jordan Hall of Science
7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Prospective students 
and parents meet 
faculty and students. 

Friday

Relay for Life 
Compton Family Ice 
Arena
6 p.m.-9 a.m.
Fund cancer research. 

Women’s Lacrosse 
Arlotta Stadium
7 p.m.
Game vs. Loyola.

Saturday

Women’s Softball
Melissa Cook Stadium
12 p.m.-4 p.m.
Doubleheader vs. 
Rutgers. 

Duncan Classic Golf 
Tournament
Notre Dame Golf 
Course
10 a.m.
Individual 9-hole 
tournament.

Sunday

Men’s Lacrosse
Arlotta Stadium
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Game vs. Gerogetown.

Sunday Mass
Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart
10 a.m.-11 a.m.
Music by the Notre 
Dame Liturgical Choir.

Monday

ACMS Colloquium
Hayes-Healy Center
4 p.m.-5 p.m.
Speaker James Collins.

Lecture: Young 
Latinidad and the 
Future of America
McKenna Hall
7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Speaker David Hayes-
Bautista.

GRANT TOBIN | The Observer

Assistant director of club sports Dave Brown speaks during the dedication ceremony of the Rich O’Leary boat for the men’s club 
rowing team last Saturday. The team will compete in a dual meet against the University of Minnesota on Saturday.

Have a question you want answered? 
Email obsphoto@gmail.com

Want your event included here?
Email obsnews.nd@gmail.com

Question of the Day:

the next five Days:

What is your favorite facial feature?

Emily Voorde
sophomore
ryan hall

“eyes.”

Anne Seul
sophomore
ryan hall

“smile.”

Tatum Snyder
sophomore
ryan hall

“eyelashes, they are so cool!”

Sunoh Choe
senior
off campus

“lips.”

Shea Smith
freshman
ryan hall

“eyes.”

Pat Bishop
senior
off campus

“eyes.”
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By KAITLYN RABACH
saint mary’s editor

on april 2, saint mary’s 
announced the Four-year 
promise, which guarantees 
students will either graduate 
in four years or the college 
will pay for their extra 
courses. 

students must follow cer-
tain guidelines to be eligible 
for the promise, which will 
start with the incoming class 
of 2017, college president 
carol ann mooney said.

“This isn’t a recruitment 
strategy for us or a new ini-
tiative on campus,” mooney 
said. “our students have al-
ways worked closely with 
their advisers and professors 
to stay on track and achieve 
their goals. we offer the 
courses they need, when they 

need them, led by exceptional 
faculty who are dedicated to 
teaching.”

mona Bowe, vice president 
for enrollment engagement, 
said 93 percent of all students 
graduate within the four years 
already.

“This promise is really just 
putting our money where our 
mouth is,” Bowe said.

Bowe said the major guide-
lines for this promise include 

maintaining good academ-
ic standing, registering for 
courses at the assigned times, 
completing an average of 32 
semester hours each year and 
being accepted into a major 
by the end of spring semester 
of sophomore year.

“These are things that our 
students are already doing,” 
Bowe said.

in this time of econom-
ic hardship, Bowe said the 
college would like future stu-
dents and their families to 
know the college cares about 
their investment.

“we want people to know 
that we know how huge of an 
investment a college educa-
tion is,” Bowe said.

professor of communica-
tions colleen Fitzpatrick said 
more and more research has 
been done on the expense of a 

college education.
“if you look at the re-

search, more and more qual-
ity degrees are taking more 
than four years to finish,” 
Fitzpatrick said. “Those extra 
years are lost money.”

Bowe said the college has 
already received positive 
feedback on the new promise.

“other colleges referred to 
this new program as a con-
tract,” Bowe said. “we want-
ed to call it a promise and 
we have received very posi-
tive feedback about this new 
promise. i gave a presenta-
tion in grand rapids a couple 
of weeks ago and the parents 
of incoming freshman were 
more than excited to hear 
about this guarantee.” 

Contact Kaitlyn Rabach at 
krabac01@saintmarys.edu

SMC presents Four-Year Promise

“This promise is 
really just putting 
our money where 
our mouth is.”
Mona Bowe 
Vice president for enrollment 
engagement

t he sa me responsibi l it ies 
t hat ever y student faces, 
you have roTc dut ies a nd 
act iv it ies.”  

Jen k ins’ invocat ion em-
phasi zed t he ser v ice aspect 
w it hin t he roTc prog ra m.

“i k now you do t his out 
of a g reat sense of commit-
ment t hat resonates to your 
ser v ice in va r ious bra nches 
of t he mi l ita r y,” he sa id.

cadets abiga i l nichols 
a nd edwa rd spinel l i were 
awa rded t he prest ig ious 
a r my of f icer’s saber. 
spinel l i was a lso honored 
w it h t he hendr y memor ia l 

awa rd a nd t he pat r ick 
di xon awa rd, a n honor he 
sha red w it h a r my cadet 
michael dompier re.

ot her leadership awa rds 
g iven to roTc members 
included t he dr. michael 
mcKee awa rd, ea r ned 
by cadet sabina Fischer 
a nd t he edwa rd easby-
smit h awa rd, awa rded to 
midshipma n Kat her ine 
gr i f f in. cadet Benja min 
cof fey received t he capta in 
pau l roberge memor ia l 
awa rd, which ack nowledg-
es t he speci f ic accomplish-
ments of a pi lot ca ndidate. 

nava l roTc midshipmen 
michael mccor mick, Bla ke 
wel ler, Kev in hickey, 
madeleine a nderson, devon 
gra ha m a nd el i zabet h 
schrof f a nd cadets er ic 
wi lde a nd pat r ick Bowlds 
were honored w it h deco-
rat ions recog ni zing t heir 
integ r it y, d i l igence a nd 
ser v ice.

in memor y of t he 150t h 
a nniversa r y of t he Batt le 
of gett ysburg, Jen k ins 
commended t he act ions 
of Fr. corby, a holy cross 
pr iest who accompa nied 
t he union a r my a nd whose 
statue sta nds outside of 
not re da me’s corby ha l l. 

“Fr. corby stood on a rock 
a nd gave absolut ion to t he 
t roops, not simply for t he 
union soldiers, nor on ly 
for t he cat hol ic soldiers, 
but for a l l soldiers,” he 
sa id. “[he] embodied t his 
message of ser v ing a just 
peace. i cha l lenge a l l of 
you as pa r t icipa nts of t he 
roTc prog ra m to pursue 
t his cause of a just peace as 
wel l.”  

Contact Cha rlie Ducey at 
cducey @nd.edu

ROTC
conTinued From page 1

“I know you do this 
out of a great sense 
of commitment 
that resonates to 
your service in 
various branches 
of the military.”
Fr. John Jenkins 
University President
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your plans. i think those diversions 
are sometimes the most fruitful 
things you encounter,” conron said. 
“They force you to take something 
and run with it, and you never know 
where you are going to end up.”

michael mercurio is the recipient 
of this year’s rev. leonard a. collins 
award, which honors a graduating 
senior who has made substantial 
efforts to advance the interest of stu-
dents. he said students should work 
to join passion with purpose.

“a lot of the club work i’ve done 
while at notre dame has stemmed 
from seeing a need. often, i didn’t 
even plan on becoming involved, 
but i felt very at home in the commu-
nities these clubs created,” mercurio 
said. “if you want to start a club or a 
new initiative, be passionate about 
it and don’t worry about the hoops 
you might have to jump through, 
because people want to see you 
succeed.” 

mercurio is involved with the 
classics club and is a resident assis-
tant in morrissey manor. he said he 
considers leadership the natural out-
come of personal passion and com-
munal support.

“i’ve been so lucky to be sur-
rounded by good people. my rector 
has always been a great model of 
leadership and all those involved in 
the other organizations have made it 
easy to serve,” mercurio said. “i have 
a hard time calling myself a leader. i 
just want to be there for people.”

in addition to conron and 
mercurio, the office of student 
affairs recognized student leaders 
writing for campus publications, 
working to create a more inclusive 
campus, demonstrating a passion 
for athletics and advancing the 
catholic character of the university. 
seniors megan doyle [Editor’s note: 
Doyle is a senior news writer for 
The Observer.], clara ritger, adam 
Zebrowski and James white and law 
student michael gillman were all 
honored for their leadership at notre 
dame. 

Contact Aubrey Butts at  
abutts@nd.edu

Awards
conTinued From page 1

Arabic Club celebrates Middle Eastern culture
By CAROLINA WILSON
news writer

The arabic club hosted its 
sixth annual arabic culture 
night last Friday, celebrating 
the culture with the theme 
“east meets west.” 

club president maria 
rodriguez said the event was 
multi-leveled. 

“[The arabic culture 
night] involved collabora-
tion between the center for 
the study of languages and 
cultures, the arabic [pro-
gram in the classics depart-
ment] and the arabic club,” 
rodriguez said. “a lot of hard 
work was put into it, seen in 
the hours of rehearsals of 
over 40 students and teachers 
as they wrote, choreographed 
and directed the various acts 
in the program.”  

rodriguez, a senior, said 
this year’s celebration 
was unique in its install-
ment of a theme intended 
to demonstrate the dynam-
ics of eastern and western 
relationships. 

 “with all the commotion 
occurring in the middle east, 
our show tried to showcase 
the similarities between 
american and middle eastern 
culture and emphasized how 
we all enjoy similar things,” 
rodriguez said. 

arabic professor ghada 
Bualuan, the club’s advis-
er, said the unifying goal of 
the celebration is echoed in 
the mission of the club as a 
whole. 

“one of the club’s goals is 
to celebrate arabic culture, 
and cultural expressions are 
among the most wonderful 

and precious treasures of 
mankind,” Bualuan said. 
“The more we celebrate other 
cultures, the more dimen-
sion and depth we add to our 
own and the more we appre-
ciate beauty and love and we 
understand pain and suffer-
ing. also, the club strives to 
bring notre dame students 
closer to the south Bend arab 
community.” 

Junior nancy Joyce, vice 
president of the arabic club 
and student body vice presi-
dent, said her involvement in 
the club has enhanced her ex-
perience as an arabic major. 

“it has made my class-
room experience so much 
more enriching because i 
have been able to take new 
cultural knowledge from 
the club’s activities back to 
the classroom,” Joyce said. 

“combining language and 
cultural learning both inside 
and outside of the classroom 
has made my experience as 
an arabic major at notre 
dame a very positive one.” 

in addition to impact-
ing the students on campus, 
Bualuan said club members 
are involved in several civic 
engagement opportunities in 
the surrounding south Bend 
arab community. 

“[club volunteers] try 
to help … these arabic-
speaking refugees, who are 
less fortunate and under-
represented and very often 
struggle to lead a dignified 
life here,” Bualuan said. “The 
war refugees in south Bend 
are facing now a battle of a 
different form ⎯ assimilating 
into mainstream america. 

“The challenges range 

from unemployment to lan-
guage barriers to prejudice 
and to serious psychological 
wounds resulting from war 
and diaspora.” 

rodriguez said the arabic 
club aims to impact the cam-
pus and community arenas 
by advocating a true under-
standing of arabic culture. 

“There are many stereo-
types in regards to the middle 
east, and the arabic club 
hopes to help people elimi-
nate those,” she said. “The 
club is not only a place where 
students can help improve 
their arabic and understand 
the culture, but a chance for 
the larger [notre dame] com-
munity to work towards un-
derstanding and peace.” 

Contact Carolina Wilson at 
cwilso16@nd.edu
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“how do we integrate these 
things in a meaningful way 
that doesn’t demote the qual-
ity of the student experience, 
that enhances the bond be-
tween students and faculty?”

The need for this posi-
tion comes as the university 
explores the role of digital 
tools in higher education, 
university provost Thomas  
Burish said in the press 
release.

“online learning and the 
digital academic environ-
ment in higher education 
have been growing and de-
veloping rapidly over the past 
decade, and the potential ad-
vantages and pitfalls for the 
higher education industry 
and institutions like notre 
dame are both enormous 
and complex,” Burish said.

visconsi said he envisions 
a digital strategy that “will 
expand the campus a little 
bit and give people newer 
options that are non-com-
petitive with the options on 
campus,” he said.

visconsi said his goals for 
the coming academic year 
include promoting and facili-
tating student engagement 
with digital media and tech-
nology, assisting with the in-
creased use of digital tools by 
faculty and expanding notre 
dame’s involvement with 
digital solutions, particular-
ly through expanded online 
course offerings. 

“at the end of the day, what 
we’re trying to do with this 
job is really build an inte-
grated university-wide strat-
egy that is always going to put 
quality at the very forefront,” 
he said. “we must protect the 
quality of the student expe-
rience, we must protect the 
quality of the faculty experi-
ence and use these tools as 
enhancements to get people 
further into the curriculum.”

students who create digital 
solutions to existing prob-
lems might benefit from 
the new digital initiatives 
through increased university 
support, visconsi said. 
incentives for innovation 
may include grants, prizes or 
general recognition, he said.

“There’s so much we can do 
to harness the creativity and 
energies of students,” he said.

visconsi said he also hopes 
to see cutting-edge technolo-
gies find a physical home at 
notre dame.

“i would like to put stu-
dent creativity and energy 
to work potentially in the 
form of something you’d call 
an innovation lab, meaning 
a hub or a space where stu-
dents can come at all hours, 

where there are certain kinds 
of hardware [like] 3-d print-
ers and fancy technology that 
would be a gathering space,” 
he said.

The space could also sup-
port visitors from corpo-
rations like microsoft and 
sponsor events discussing 
digital solutions, visconsi 
said. in addition, he said 
hopes to foster connections 
among students in a variety 
of fields sharing a common 
interest in digital strategies.

visconsi’s resume and aca-
demic research focus pri-
marily on literature and law 
during the 17th and 18th cen-
turies. he developed an ipad 

app called “The Tempest for 
ipad” to give users an im-
mersive experience into the 
shakespeare play, an expe-
rience he said offered him 
more insight into digital 
media.

“what is literary studies 
but a subset of the analysis of 
mediation? we can think in 
really historical, philosophi-
cal or ethical ways about the 
relationship between form 
and content,” he said. 

ultimately, visconsi said 
he hopes new digital strate-
gies will complement notre 
dame’s pre-existing academ-
ic ideals.

“The most importantly so-
cial network that we will ever 
build is the network between 
faculty and students, the per-
sonal connection,” he said. 
“That is the core of what we’re 
trying to offer as a university. 
These digital tools are not 
meant to replace that effort 
but to enhance it.”

Contact Lesley Stevenson at  
lsteven1@nd.edu

digital
conTinued From page 1

“Online learning 
and the digital 
academic 
environment in 
higher education 
have been growing 
and developing 
rapidly over the 
past decade, and 
the potential 
advantages and 
pitfalls for the 
higher education 
industry and 
institutions like 
Notre Dame are 
both enormous 
and complex.”
Thomas Burish 
University provost

Write News.
Email us at 
obsnewseditor.nd@gmail.com

council presents lgBQ week
By MADDIE DALY
news writer

members of the core council for gay, 
lesbian, Bisexual and Questioning stu-
dents encouraged the student senate 
on wednesday to participate in next 
week’s stand against hate week. 

sophomores monica daegele and 
maggie waickman, core council 
members, said the senate can help call 
attention to the week’s activities, which 
include a movie watch with free food 
from chipotle. 

“we have traditionally done a stand 
against hate week for lgBQ students 
as a week to speak out against dis-
crimination,”  waickman said. “we 
wanted to come invite you to our events 

because student government has been 
such an integral part in establishing our 
group.” 

waickman said Friday will be des-
ignated a day of solidarity in which 
some students will choose not to 
speak, standing in solidarity with 
those who are oppressed because of 
discrimination.

“if we have a strong showing at 
events next week it will put us in a good 
position to start next year off strong,” 
waickman said.  

mcglinn hall senator Toni schreier 
presented a resolution from the 
department of academic affairs 
regarding the current collegiate 
readership program.

“The mission of the program is to 

provide national newspapers to stu-
dents on a daily basis so they are well in-
formed, both in college and once they 
graduate,” schreier said. “if this resolu-
tion is passed, we will provide the new 
york Times, usa Today and [the] south 
Bend Tribune, as well as online access 
to the new york Times.”

schreier said notre dame imple-
mented a pilot program in 2005 in 
which these newspapers were pro-
vided for free, and students expressed 
overwhelming interest. 

“eighty-two percent of students 
agreed that they were willing to pay an 
extra $10 to the student government in 
order to have access to these papers,” 
schreier said. “This resolution proposes 
the creation of a collegiate readership 

Fund, rather than a program, in order 
to ensure there will always be funds 
for newspapers on campus.  

“The fund would protect the inter-
ests of student academics, making 
sure we always have the money to 
provide quality journalism.”  

after extensive back-and-forth 
discussion regarding the specific 
quantity of money and the fixed per-
centage of funds in question, the reso-
lution failed with an 18-13-1 vote. 

The senate nominated and ap-
proved freshman ricardo suarez 
and junior danny colston for roles 
as First undergraduate experience 
in leadership (Fuel) director 
and director of internal affairs, 
respectively.  

Contact Maddie Daly  at  
mdaly6@nd.edu
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fields.
“i see myself heading along 

an academic, scholarly path, 
but one that informs policy 
and engagement in interna-
tional affairs,” she said. “i 
have a lot of strong interdis-
ciplinary interests i haven’t 
been able to engage in a 
classroom format at notre 
dame … and i think oxford 
will help with that.”

oxford awards clarendon 
scholarships to 100 students 
each year, with 25 award-
ees coming from each of the 

university’s four academic 
divisions — humanities, 
medical sciences, mathemat-
ical, physical and life scienc-
es and social sciences. The 
scholarship, which pulls can-
didates from the general pool 
of accepted students, covers 
full university tuition, addi-
tional college costs and a liv-
ing expense stipend.

reidy’s interest in policy 
prompted her to apply to 
oxford’s masters program 
in comparative social policy 
as well.  she was accepted to 
both programs but offered 
a scholarship for african 
studies.

reidy, who was also a 
rhodes scholar finalist, said 
she hopes to defer the com-
parative social policy pro-
gram for one year and then 
pursue that masters degree 
after she completes her first.

“ultimately, i’m seeking 
to apply what i learn in the 
classroom to some form of 
active engagement or policy 
concerns,” she said. “so i see 
these two departments as 
very complementary.”

reidy’s involvement with 
the Kellogg institute sparked 
her interest in international 
affairs and policy, she said. 
as a research assistant for 
catherine Bolten, assistant 
professor of anthropology, 
reidy traveled to sierra leone 
to conduct independent re-
search during the summers 
of 2011 and 2012.

reidy said in the west 
african nation, she worked 
with university students to 
explore their hopes and fears 
for the future as a potential 
peace-building mechanism.

Their hope was their de-
sire to engage in develop-
ment might lead to a more 
stable society, reidy said. 
unfortunately, their dreams 
for a peaceful future are not 
always enough, she said.

“while this is nice in the-
ory, … how are they actually 
going to make that happen?” 
reidy said. “They need poli-
cy. how can we develop the 
mechanisms or outlets by 
which students can actually 
realize their dreams?”

in addition to her ground 
work in sierra leone, reidy 
works as a student coordi-
nator for Kellogg’s africa 
working group, a forum for 
scholars to discuss research 
on africa. Through this, she 
has worked with professors 
from all disciplines with ties 
to africa — including soci-
ology, political science and 
anthropology.

“it is very interdisciplinary, 
i mean, i’m a psychology ma-
jor,” reidy said. “how do you 
apply all these things to de-
bates about africa? i’ve nev-
er been able to incorporate 
those into the classroom set-
ting, and i’m hoping oxford 
will allow me to do that.”

although reidy said she 
always planned to pursue a 
ph.d., she is now entertain-
ing the idea of spending time 
in the field prior to that.

“That could take the form 
of consulting for interna-
tional organizations or do-
ing more engaging in think 
tanks and doing research in 
that capacity,” she said. “as 
i continue to develop my 
particular interests, it could 
lead into a future doctoral 
discipline. it’s a little unclear 
right now, but that’s kind of 
exciting.”

Contact Mel Flanagan at  
mf lanag3@nd.edu

scholarship
conTinued From page 1

“I have a lot 
of strong 
interdisciplinary 
interests I haven’t 
been able to 
engage in a 
classroom format 
at Notre Dame ... 
and I think Oxford 
will help with 
that.”
Catherine Reidy 
senior
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@ObserverNDSMC

obama, gop senators meet
Associated Press

washingTon  — 
president Barack obama 
hosted republican sena-
tors at the white house 
wednesday evening, with 
dinner conversation includ-
ing the deficit, gun control 
and immigration.

a white house official 
characterized their discus-
sion over steak and sautéed 
vegetables as constructive 
and wide ranging, includ-
ing all three of the press-
ing issues at the top of the 
president’s agenda. Their 
dinner came on the same 
day that obama unveiled 
a $3.8 trillion budget pro-
posal and on the eve of a 
debate over gun legislation 
on the senate f loor.

georgia sen. Johnny 
isakson compiled the in-
vitations to the white 
house’s old Family dining 
room, at obama’s re-
quest. among those on 
the list were sens. lamar 
alexander of Tennessee, 
arkansas’ John Boozman, 
maine’s susan collins, 
idaho’s mike crapo, 
wyoming’s michael enzi, 
nebraska’s deb Fischer, 
utah’s orrin hatch, 
Kansas’ pat roberts, 
Florida’s marco rubio, 
south dakota’s John 
Thune and mississippi’s 
roger wicker.

hatch spokeswoman 

antonia Ferrier said the 
discussion included tax 
reform and entitlements. 
some lawmakers from the 
president’s party are an-
gered that obama has pro-
posed cuts to medicare and 
social security in an at-
tempt to compromise with 
republicans. Ferrier said 
hatch wanted to leave the 
details of their discussion 

private.
obama had a similar din-

ner last month with other 
republican senators at a 
hotel near the white house. 
The white house official, 
who spoke on a condition of 
anonymity about the private 
discussion, said the presi-
dent hoped to have more 
bipartisan conversations in 
the coming weeks.
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Postal Service commits to six-day delivery
Despite financial problems, United States Postal Service rescinds proposal to end Saturday mail delivery

Associated Press

washingTon — The fi-
nancially beleaguered postal 
service backpedaled on its 
plan to end saturday mail de-
livery, conceding wednesday 
that its gamble to compel 
congressional approval had 
failed.

with limited options for 
saving money, the governing 
board said the agency should 
reopen negotiations with 
unions to lower labor costs 
and consider raising mail 
prices.

yet the board also said it’s 
not possible for the postal 
service to meet its goals for 
reduced spending without 
altering the delivery sched-
ule. delaying “responsible 

changes,” the board said, only 
makes it more likely that the 
postal service “may become a 
burden” to taxpayers.

congressional reaction was 
mixed, mirroring differences 
that have stalled a needed 
postal overhaul for some time. 
some lawmakers had urged 
the agency to forge ahead with 
its plan, while others had said 
it lacked the legal authority to 
do so.

The postal service said in 
February that it planned to 
switch to five-day-a-week de-
liveries beginning in august 
for everything except pack-
ages as a way to hold down 
losses.

That announcement was 
risky. The agency was ask-
ing congress to drop from 

spending legislation the long-
time ban on five-day-only 
delivery.

congress did not do that 
when it passed a spending 
measure last month.

“By including restrictive 
language ... congress has pro-
hibited implementation of a 
new national delivery sched-
ule for mail and package,” ac-
cording to the board.

disappointed but not want-
ing to disregard the law, the 
board directed the postal 
service to delay putting in 
place the new delivery sched-
ule until congress passes leg-
islation that gives the agency 
“the authority to imple-
ment a financially appropri-
ate and responsible delivery 
schedule.”

The board made the decision 
in a closed meeting Tuesday.

“This is good news for ru-
ral communities, businesses, 
seniors, veterans and others 
who depend on consistent and 
timely delivery of the mail,” 
said sen. Bernie sanders, i-vt.

But gop rep. darrell 
issa of california, chair-
man of the house oversight 
and government reform 
committee, bemoaned the 
decision to back away from a 
“delivery schedule that polling 
indicates the american people 
understand and support.”

postal officials said that to 
restore the service to long-
term financial stability, the 
agency must have the f lexibil-
ity to reduce costs and come 
up with new revenues.

“it is not possible for the 
postal service to meet sig-
nificant cost reduction goals 
without changing its delivery 
schedule — any rational anal-
ysis of our current financial 
condition and business op-
tions leads to this conclusion,” 
the board statement said.

an independent agency, 
the service gets no tax dollars 
for its day-to-day operations 
but is subject to congressio-
nal control. it lost nearly $16 
billion last year — $11.1 bil-
lion of that due to a 2006 law 
congress passed forcing it to 
pay into future retiree health 
benefits, something no other 
agency does.

“given these extreme cir-
cumstances and the worsen-
ing financial condition of the 
postal service, the board has 
directed management to seek 
a reopening of negotiations 
with the postal unions and con-
sultations with management 
associations to lower total work-
force costs, and to take admin-
istrative actions necessary to 
reduce costs,” according to the 
statement. it offered no giving 
further details.

it said the board also asked 
management to look at further 
options to raise revenues, in-
cluding a rate increase.

Fredric rolando, president 
of the national association of 
letter carriers, called the idea 
of renegotiating labor contracts 
“insulting and unnecessary,” 
saying that suggestion “is yet 
another sign that the postal 
service needs new executive 
leadership.” he said saturday 
delivery is critical to the postal 
service’s future.

“losing this competitive ad-
vantage would not only reduce 
mail volume and revenue - send-
ing the usps on a death spiral 
- but also would disproportion-
ately affect small businesses, the 
elderly, rural communities, the 
one-half of the public that pays 
bills by mail and the many mil-
lions who lack access to reliable 
internet service. and it would 
cost tens of thousands of jobs,” 
rolando said in a statement.

The postal service already is 
executing a major restructuring 
throughout its retail, delivery 
and mail processing operations. 
since 2006, it has reduced an-
nual costs by approximately 
$15 billion, cut its workforce by 
193,000 or 28 percent, and con-
solidated more than 200 mail 
processing locations.

The idea to cut saturday 
mail but keep six-day package 
delivery — a plan postmaster 
general patrick donahoe esti-
mated could save $2 billion — 
played up the agency’s strong 
point.

its package service is grow-
ing as more people buy things 
online, while the volume of let-
ters sent has slumped with in-
creased use of email and other 
internet services.
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iNsidE COlUmN

Contact Steph Wulz at swulz@nd.edu 
 The views expressed in the Inside 
Column are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Observer.

i’m going to be frank with you. i’m re-
ally not much of a blog person. i occasion-
ally dabble in the weekly instagram and 
pinterest surfing, but rarely have i found 
a blog that can truly hold my interest. 
however, over one weekend back at home, 
i was told about a fellow domer’s blog that 
soon became one of the most surprisingly 
entertaining blogs i now participate in 
frequently. This blog is “skyFruits.” 

The blog’s mission statement explains, 
“‘skyFruits’ points out the mass commer-
cialization of fruit in our society by pho-
tographing store bought fruits against the 
background of nature. while the beauty 
and contrast of colors initially shocks the 
viewer, he or she is gradually awakened 
to the fact there is really nothing special 
about the photograph. rather, since we 
are so used to seeing fruit sorted out on 
a fruit stand or in our supermarkets, we 
forget in its most natural form, fruit lives 
among the sky and the trees. The project 
does not merely elucidate where the fruit 
came from, but rather bites taken out of 
the fruit — or the banana being peeled — 
emphasize our own human mark on the 
fruit itself and our harmony to learn and 
grow with it. Kat wilson began the project 
in the summer of 2012, and since then 
has been joined by friends, family and 
fellow fruit enthusiasts in the skyFruits 
mission.”

Being a design student here at notre 
dame, i can truly value those who show 
an appreciation for detail. “skyFruits” 
contributors understand how to arrange a 
visually stimulating photograph that adds 
to the overall success of the blog. whether 
it is the profound use of the rule of thirds 
or an excellent selection of the ever-so-
popular X-pro ii filter, it becomes evident 
that with every photo comes a great deal 
of thought. i asked Kat to share some in-
sight into her increasingly popular blog 
and this is what she had to say about it:

“For some, ‘skyFruits’ combats the pro-
paganda of the seedless bourgeoisie. For 
others, it’s a glimmer of truth in our veg-
etable-focused society. For me, it’s a way 
to give mealy apples and bruised bananas 
a second chance at life beyond their fruit 
salad fates. whatever reason you’re in it 
for, ‘skyFruits’ brings people from across 
the world together and will be a crucial 
step in creating a collective and sustain-
able society for all. with fruit and iphones 
in hand, we will forge onward into the sky 
and beyond.”

so the next time you get away with 
smuggling multiple pieces of fruit out of 
the dining hall, find some good lighting, 
take a bite of your fruit and snap a photo. 
don’t forget to get it trending with #sky-
fruits. if your “skyFruits” picture is artsy 
enough, “instaskyfruits” may even repost 
your photo. either way, check out the blog 
at skyfruits.tumblr.com

sampling 
‘skyFruits’

one cannot provide an accurate, all-
encompassing depiction of college life 
without discussing its unique and excit-
ing social scene. in contrast to normal, 
real world neighborhoods comprised of 
people of drastically different ages and 
interests that more or less keep to them-
selves, college students are surrounded 
by thousands of people of similar age, 
living situations and life stages. They 
live in dorms in which their best friends 
and worst enemies are constantly down 
the hall or only a short walk away. They 
are regularly bombarded with news of 
so many different social events — danc-
es, dinners, parties, mixers and activity 
nights — that it is often difficult to keep 
them all organized. 

The college social experience is sur-
real, and it is one that cannot be found 
or experienced in any other place at 
any other time. it is the in-between — a 
floating, fun and exciting place between 
the restrictions of living under the rule 
of parents and the restrictions of re-
sponsibility in the real world. college 
is the only place where it is socially 
acceptable to dress up in wild, ridicu-
lously themed outfits to hop between 
parties on Friday and saturday nights. 
it is normal to be around the same set of 
people constantly, bonding and laugh-
ing over spontaneous adventures and 

interesting weekend escapades. college 
is also the only place where it is socially 
acceptable to stay in pajamas all day 
and night on a saturday, studying and 
maybe curling up with a good book to 
relax after the pressures of a long week. 
it is normal to join friends at midnight 
to grab a bite to eat and discuss classes 
or to watch movies and exchange 
gossip.       

a great percentage of student knowl-
edge is, and should be, acquired outside 
of the college classroom. Though the 
importance of socializing is definitely 
less than the importance of academic 
and professional endeavors, the col-
lege social scene can arguably provide 
equally important lessons and pre-
paredness for the real world. it is a great 
stage for networking among people of 
similar interests and goals as well as an 
ideal location for developing friendships 
and relationships. it is important for 
becoming familiarized with different 
types of people and for learning from 
them and their opinions. it is also a 
place for letting loose, relaxing and par-
ticipating in fun, “that’s so college” ex-
periences that will forever remain fond 
memories. it is the place to make a few 
mistakes, partake in some shenanigans 
and then to learn from those mistakes 
and become more sure of self and per-
sonal values. 

college is the place to create lifelong 
friendships based on cherished bonds 
and shared experiences. To miss out on 

the social scene is to miss out on one of 
the greatest and most rewarding parts 
of the college experience. it could mean 
missing out on making the friends that 
will someday be in your wedding or 
missing out on pursuing a truly satisfy-
ing relationship.   

Though it may not be the most impor-
tant part of college, social interaction 
is arguably the most memorable aspect 
of one’s college years. it is the time 
to create lively experiences that can 
one day be shared with children and 
grandchildren. it is the epic storming 
of a football field in the rain, the funny 
story of a dorm party occurrence and 
the all-nighter with the group of equally 
stressed friends that will serve as the 
fondest memories and the best stories of 
the in-between time. 

it will never again be possible to live 
within a five-mile radius of everyone 
and everything. There will never again 
be an as accepting, forgiving place to 
make mistakes and learn from them. 
There will never again be a fun-filled, 
dynamic environment of people in the 
prime of life. This is the in-between, and 
it is fantastic. do not let it pass you by.

Bianca Almada is a freshman residing 
in Cavanaugh Hall. She is studying 
English, Spanish and journalism. She can 
be contacted at balmada@nd.edu  
 The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer.

Lessons learned on the social scene
Bianca Almada
The in-Between Time

Steph Wulz
graphics editor

several recent columns on the 
issue of gay marriage and tradi-
tional marriage have caused me to 
wonder if the two camps are even 
entering in the same debate.

mark gianfalla aruges in his 
column (“True matrimonial equal-
ity,” apr. 10) that if gay marriage is 
recognized, there will be a funda-
mental shift in the understanding 
of the procreative aspect of sexual-
ity within a marriage. he then asks 
the question: “if this aspect of sex-
ual intercourse is removed … why 
is [sic] prostitution and bestiality 
both il legal and immoral? ”

let’s break this question down. is 
prostitution immoral? yes. should 
it be i l legal, in the sense prosti-
tutes face jail t ime or f inancial pe-
nalities for their actions?  my guess 
is there are more compassionate 
ways to deal with people driven to 
such desperation. equating besti-
ality and homosexuality, however, 
is foolish. consensual homosexual 
relationships do not create a vic-
tim. moreover, the right to ho-
mosexual sex is not up for a legal 
debate.

mr. gianfalla’s errors continue 
with his question, “w hy should 
america change to accommodate 
the minority with dissenting opin-
ions? ” First, democracy exists to 

protect the rights of the minority. 
secondly, supporters of same-
sex marriage are no longer the 
minority.

carter Boyd’s column 
(“somewhere over the rainbow,” 
apr. 10) shows similar fallacies. 
he says people cannot argue “god 
made this person that way” to jus-
tify non-heterosexual orientation 
because we do not do the same for 
“alcoholics, murderers, rapists, 
adulterers, robbers, swindlers, 
lairs, cheaters or terrorists.” even 
if you believe homosexual orienta-
tion is something a person strug-
gles with, something that deserves 
your prayers and support, the 
distinction between homosexual-
ity and mr. Boyd’s list is obvious. 
alcoholism is a sickness we must 
treat before it kil ls the alcoholic or 
someone else. The rest of the list 
consists of people who have vio-
lated someone else’s rights.

so what, if anything, did these 
columnists get right? They are both 
within their rights to believe, as 
mr. gianfalla concludes, “marriage 
is marriage.” you can believe mar-
riage is a religious institution, that 
it is a sacrament and a promise 
not only to a spouse but to god. 
The gay marriage debate, however, 
does not presume to change this 
any more than the government 
already has. civic marriage has 
adopted the term and changed the 
meaning, so that now, sinners and 

atheists may have a union com-
monly referred to as “marriage.” 
The religious aspect of marriage 
has become an optional add-on to 
the legal proceedings. This may be 
a cultural change worth decrying, 
but extending what has become 
merely a legal contract to some, a 
legal contract and institution of 
loving commitment to many oth-
ers, has what ramifications for the 
rights of anyone else?

people pray for others to end 
many different sinful habits. mr. 
Boyd is right to want to show com-
passion to all people in this world, 
regardless of their sins. if he thinks 
homosexuality is a sin, he is obli-
gated to pray for those who prac-
tice it as he is to pray for adulterers 
and polygamists. yet, gay marriage 
stil l does not pose a threat to any 
of his rights. however, for people 
who embrace homosexuality, pro-
hibition of gay marriage may pose 
a threat to theirs. The traditional 
marriage advocates are correct to 
want to preserve their tradition 
of marriage as a sacrament. But is 
there some way in which civically 
recognized gay marriage takes that 
away?

Shane O’Connor is a sophomore 
residing in Dillon Hall. He can be 
contacted at soconno7@nd.edu  
 The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer.

clarifying the gay marriage debate
Shane O’Connor
guest columnist
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The beauty of multiculturalism 

i would like to begin by revealing myself as the actress 
who performed the role of “ethnic goddess,” an anony-
mous submission from a fellow notre dame peer, in this 
year’s “show some skin: it’s complicated.” The past few 
months were dedicated to discussing the content mat-
ter of each monologue, engaging in various exercises to 
extort fresh perspectives on the pieces and committing 
four-to-five hours to daily practices. in short, we treated 
these anonymous stories with the utmost respect. 

“show some skin” brought together students from 
all corners of the university. diverse opinions on race, 
sexuality, body image and mental disorders were shared, 
and by pouring over each punctuation mark and line, 
the actors discussed their own personal stories and res-
ignations along with the anonymous ones we were to 
perform. The amount of time spent in these discussions 
and the vulnerability of revealing personal information 
to each other united us into a family, a family that re-
spected each other’s opinions and feelings on issues that 
are normally suppressed in the notre dame community. 

“show some skin” accomplished its goal of fostering 
dialogue and encouraging students to evaluate their own 
stances on these issues. it called on the notre dame fam-
ily to be sensitive, understanding, caring and loving to all 
of its members, because we all experience complicated 
issues that, in turn, make us complex individuals. 

here at notre dame, diversity and multiculturalism 
officially belong to multicultural student programs and 
services. granted, this office is necessary for locating 
resources and support, but race and culture are intrinsic 

to the human identity and should be embodied in every 
institution on campus. we have people from all walks of 
life in the notre dame community. we need to stimu-
late dialogue in order to fully appreciate each person’s 
uniqueness. 

all of notre dame can be segmented into a variety of 
communities — ethnic, religious, homosexual, interna-
tional, athletic, dormitory, quad etc. we might not all be 
star athletes, but you’ll catch a number of students at a 
football or basketball game. maybe you live in stanford 
hall but you’re participating in howard hall’s Totter for 
water. maybe you’re a heterosexual catholic but you 
signed a petition to the university for a gay-straight alli-
ance. maybe you’re an african american and perform-
ing in asian allure, or learning foreign languages and 
studying abroad. if more members of the notre dame 
community attended functions like asian allure, the 
Black cultural arts council Fashion show and latin 
expressions, maybe there would be greater appreciation 
for that cultural part of our peers’ identities. our identi-
ties converge with one another’s, and so it is important 
to not only be exposed to, but to discuss and reflect on, 
multicultural experiences. 

race-based groups allow ethnic minorities to bond 
with peers who may be struggling with some of the same 
cultural issues as them. it provides a closer community 
with which you can be as involved or removed as you 
want to be. each group hosts a series of events — often 
reflective of their respective cultures — to create aware-
ness, celebrate their uniqueness and invite others to 
appreciate and share in part of their identity. part of their 
identity. it is not all that they are, and it provides a space 
to break from stereotypes, since there are many at notre 
dame. 

my monologue, “ethnic goddess,” attempted to ex-
press a puerto rican student’s struggle with feeling 
unique and appreciated as an ethnic minority. her al-
lusion to the white girl stereotype in terms of working 
out and eating only lettuce was only one example of not 
fitting into a superficial mold created by the notre dame 
culture. she also shared her frustration with being re-
ferred to as mexican or an illegal immigrant when people 
discover she is hispanic. These weren’t crude comments 
to ridicule the caucasian majority — they were simply 
her opinions on how undervalued she felt as a puerto 
rican woman at notre dame. The point is many students 
— white or not — are experiencing confidence issues, 
identity crises and discouragement from standing out. 
The “show some skin” monologue “average nd” also 
articulated this idea very well.

if you view multiculturalism as a caste system, then 
perhaps you have not engaged in enough respectful and 
reflective dialogue on diversity. diversity isn’t an is-
sue because we make it one. it is an issue because there 
are still many who struggle to accept interruptions to 
“normative” constructs. By assimilating to the norm, we 
distance ourselves from the very essence of our identi-
ties. race sculpts part of you from the day you are born 
because it is a characteristic that makes you a shade 
different from the rest. if you aren’t afraid to show some 
skin, then maybe you’ll be able to see how beautiful that 
is to your identity too.  

Amanda Peña is a sophomore sustainable                  
development studies major with a poverty studies      
minor. She can be contacted at apena4@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the 
author and not necessarily those of The Observer. 

Amanda Peña
The Bubble

lETTERs TO THE EdiTOR

staring down homophobia
please gather around, everyone. Today’s 

lesson concerns carter Boyd’s article 
“somewhere over the rainbow” published 
in wednesday’s observer.

let me provide several quotes from mr. 
Boyd’s article: “as a society, we don’t use the 
‘god made this person that way’ argument 
to justify the behaviors of alcoholics, mur-
derers, rapists, adulterers, robbers, swin-
dlers, liars, cheaters or terrorists. why do 
people use this argument for homosexuals.” 
“These crazes and fetishes of homosexual-
ity have only developed in lavish, wasteful 
societies … ” “Jesus loved some of the wick-
edest people in his time … we must find a 
way to enter the hearts of those in our com-
munities who struggle with homosexuality 
… heal them and change their hearts and 
lives.”

This is homophobia. right here. can 

everyone see clearly? step forward and take 
a good look. notice the false equivalencies 
at work (between homosexuals and terror-
ists, no less), stemming from an outdated 
and scientifically-refuted understanding 
of human sexual orientation and com-
pounded by an inexcusable misreading of 
one of the most thoroughly studied books 
in existence today. notice the pseudo-
scientific, pseudo-historical analyses of the 
nature and extent of homosexuality in so-
ciety, as well as the en passant dismissal of 
homosexuality as a “craze” and a “mania.” 
notice especially the total lack of empathy 
(not compassion, mr. Boyd, empathy) with 
any member of this community who identi-
fies himself or herself as a homosexual, as 
well as the almost-willful disregard for the 
social and cultural stigmas which might 
perhaps have led to the rise of this “latest 

social justice fad” — or as it’s sometimes 
known, the lgBT rights movement. and 
above all, notice the laughably inaccurate 
and thoroughly discredited idea that a per-
son can somehow determine his or her own 
sexual orientation is not just an unintended 
byproduct, as is often the case with this 
type of argument, but rather the foundation 
upon which rests the entire article.

 i also draw your attention to the fact that 
although some of the points made by mr. 
Boyd might possibly be worthy of inclu-
sion in a mature and well-informed debate, 
their salience, and indeed their validity, are 
thrown into jeopardy by the prejudiced and 
generally uninformed nature of the article 
as a whole. For check of proof, i refer you to 
the article directly across from mr. Boyd’s, 
“True matrimonial equality” by mark 
gianfalla, that manages to address the 

timely issue of gay marriage, and in fact ar-
gue against it, without finding it necessary 
to include a quote about the gay movement 
as a “destructive attack on god’s plan.”

This is homophobia. don’t shy away. 
don’t be afraid to look it in the eye, and, 
most importantly, don’t be afraid to call it 
what it is. do note that it is not the person 
himself who is the problem (i am not ac-
cusing mr. Boyd himself of being homo-
phobic. i am sure he is not) but rather the 
arguments such as these, which create an 
unhealthy and at times actively-hostile 
environment for the lgBT community on 
this campus.

any questions?

Raymond Herrly 
senior

Fisher hall

Spread the love. Spread the equality.        
 

     we cannot all write viewpoints about why we support marriage equality, and we take this opportunity for argument in numbers. The importance of these signa-
tures lies in their collective power to perpetuate love and create solidarity for those on our campus who need our love and who have felt marginalized by yesterday’s 
viewpoints. we should not have to defend and fight for equality of love, and we are proud to stand on what we feel is the right side of history. spread the love. spread the 
equality. 
 
Editor’s note: The list of 415 names included with this letter can be found in its entirety at http://www.ndsmcobserver.com/viewpoint/spread-the-love-spread-the-equali-
ty-1.3025210#.UWYqgoWBSis

Dylan Parent
sophomore

Breen-phillips hall

Lauren Morisseau
sophomore

Breen-phillips hall
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here ye, here ye. i come to proclaim the gospel accord-
ing to fun.

oh, ye folk doth not know of what i am speaking? hath 
your ears not bled from the overplaying of the little ditty 
“we are young?” 

doth that freshen your memory?
ah, i knew ye hath heard such a tune as you rode your 

chevy impala across the wilderness that is downtown 
south Bend.

yet, have no fear, for i bring the good news — the min-
strels of the band fun. are more than they appear. They 
possess substance and spark, a talent to be lauded. They 
exist within a new age of hip hop and pop, in which i no 
longer need speak as if i am of ages long past.

why then, you ask, is my syntax so shakespearean? 
Because, damsels and knights, we have on our hands a 
switcheroo not too unlike the unexpected plot twist at 
the climax of a shakespearean tragedy!

The Case at Hand
The band fun. probably came onto your radar screen 

with their sensation, “we are young,” and later with 
“carry on” and “some nights.” The hit singles all came 
off of their new album, “some nights.”

as a true and blue fan of fun. i am here to alert you 
that indeed, before these songs, the band was already 
fairly successful and had already produced a gem with 
their first album.

although both albums are phenomenal in their own 
right, there is a large discrepancy: these two albums are 
absolutely nothing alike. perhaps they’re a little similar, 
but the difference is nonetheless startling.

it’s like listening to Taylor swift’s “love story” and 
thinking, “oh what a nice little country singer.” Then 
the next moment you’re having your mind blown with 
“i Knew you were Trouble” and exclaiming in your per-
plexed state, “Taylor swift? dub-step?”

That, my dear friends, is how i felt when compar-
ing “The gambler” from fun.’s first album and “it gets 
Better” from their second album  — the difference was 
that unsettling. let me try to explain to you how listen-
ing to these two albums left me feeling confused and yet, 
somehow, content.

“Aim and ignite” 
Fun.’s first album, released in 2009, definitely gets high 

marks for heart and wit, demanding acknowledgement 
from critics. what made this album stand out was fun.’s 
willingness to take risks with many different genres, 
instruments, and styles.

For example, “Be calm” manages to be both whim-
sical and dark, much like the movie “The nightmare 
Before christmas.” The song starts off with a whining 

accordion before the breathy vocals break through and 
steal the spotlight. violins and flutes seamlessly mix 
with guitar and symbols. lead singer nate russ appears 
unafraid to use his voice like a synthesizer, allowing 
both his strengths and weaknesses to convey varying 
emotion.

“all The pretty girls” inspires a very different feel-
ing, forcing me to stop writing for a moment and dance 
around the basement of Farley hall. although i some-
times receive weird looks during these dance breaks, if 
you listen to this song you will understand why such an 
action is warranted. “all the pretty girls” is very remi-
niscent of the Beach Boys’ in that you cannot listen to 
it without imagining the warm summer sun, rolling 
waves, and sand between your toes.

“Benson hedges” begins with a triumphant chorus 
singing the holy ghost, not too unlike a showy gospel 
choir. somehow, the choral ode flows naturally into 
upbeat rock anthem with lyrics depicting a spiritual 
struggle.

however, the entire album isn’t perfect. For example, 
“i wanna Be the one” is a little too much like running 
through a field of daises, but for no apparent reason. 
Joyful trumpets and the like gleam throughout, but the 
lyrics are uninspiring. i always hit next when it comes 
on.

overall, the sound of their first album is risky and 
riveting. however, at the times, their sound can feel 
somewhat muted. The strength of this album is truly the 
stand out pieces that defy genre. Though i enjoy them, i 
can understand why some may find the other songs on 
the album lacking, since they don’t include the typical 
catchy hook expected of number one hits.

“some Nights”
part of what makes “some nights” so different from 

the first album is the prevalent hip-hop elements. where 
“aim and ignite” dabbled in piano and accordion solos, 
“some nights,” released last year, utilizes electronic 
beats and synthesizers.

The songs for which the album is titled, “some nights” 
and “some nights intro,” exemplify the album as a 
whole. “some nights intro” has a lot of similarities to 
Queen, with ghoulish whoops and eerie sounds — more 
akin to a musical theater tune than a typical pop song. 
“some nights,” on the other hand, takes on a tribal feel 
— with a hint of folk rock. Quite adventurous, indeed.

“all alone” perfectly displays the band’s shift from 
the first album. screeching records and heavy beats, as 
well as assistance from drum machine, create a decid-
edly different experience. yet, this song in particularly is 
pretty successful.

not all of their ventures into hip-hop inspired songs 
are effective, though. i find myself wondering exactly 
what is going on in “it gets Better.” where fun. once had 
been the epitome of exciting melodies and impressive 
vocals in their “aim and ignite” album, “it gets Better” is 

anything but better. “it gets Better” meshes odd distort-
ed whiney vocals with a cheesy synthesizer. also, “stars” 
is a little all over the place. i honestly have never made it 
more than a minute or so into the song without becom-
ing annoyed and hastily switching to something else.

however, the album has high points with hidden 
gems like the marching tempo and soulful lyrics of 
“out on the Town,” the tasteful lamenting in “why am 
i the one?” and a subtle return to piano throughout the 
thoughtful tune “all alright.”

Fun.ny, i Hardly Knew you
Just as i was beginning to fall in love with the calm 

quirky sound of fun. as displayed in “aim and ignite,” 
suddenly, my beloved band underwent a metamorpho-
sis with the effervescent, high energy beats in “some 
nights.” Though at first i felt overwhelmed by the pangs 
of lost love, i was eventually was wooed by the new vigor 
in their second album.

perhaps the change isn’t so tragic after all. although 
i still enjoy their first album, i’ve grown to love their 
second one as well. i recommend you make a playlist of 
both albums and listen to them on repeat for at least a 
day.

okay, yes, i admit at first i was skeptical about their 
second album and their new sound. 

“ye of little faith,” right? 
But with more time spent with both of fun.’s albums, 

i do have faith that they will continue to impress and 
surprise me in the years to come. 

Contact Gabriela Leskur at gleskur@nd.edu
The views in this column are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of The Observer.

“Aim and Ignite”
fun.

Label: Nettwerk

Tracks: “The Gambler,” “Be Calm” 

If you like: Of Monsters and Men, Death Cab for Cutie

“Some Nights”
fun.

Label: Fueled by Ramen

Tracks: “Out on the Town,” “Some Nights”

If you like: Queen, Vampire Weekend

Gabriela Leskur
scene writer

EMILY DANAHER | The Observer
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What: The Joy Formidable
When: 10 p.m.
Where: legends
How much: Free

The welsh indie rock band will 
be gracing the legends stage this 
Thursday. The group released its sec-
ond album, “wolf’s law,” this January 
and have been around the world tour-
ing since. meanwhile, their latest 
single, “This ladder is ours,” made it 
to 24 on the alternative charts. look 
out for the band’s front woman, ritzy 
Bryan, a talented guitarist and sur-
prisingly powerful singer, and the rest 
of the group this Thursday. 

What: The PEmCo. Revue
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: laFortune Ballroom
How much: $3

The pasquerilla east musical 
company is back. after impressive 
performances like “how To succeed 
in Business without really Trying,” 
the players are back to bring you favor-
ite performances from “Footloose,” 
“godspell,” “west side story” and 
more. This show is a must-see, so if 
you can’t make it to Friday’s show, 
you can catch pemco. on Thursday 
at 7:30 p.m. or saturday at 1:30 p.m. 
Tickets are available at the laFortune 
Box office.

What: “On The Road”
When: 5 p.m.
Where: Browning Cinema, dPAC
How much: $4

This 2012 adaptation of Jack 
Kerouac’s famous novel “on The 
road” stars sam riley, Kristen stewart 
and amy adams. The film is direct-
ed by acclaimed filmmaker walter 
salles, known for directing “The 
motorcycle diaries.”  The film, like 
the 1957 novel, follows sal paradise, 
a young writer, and his new, troubled 
travel companion, dean moriarty. as 
the two embark on a journey together, 
they meet a variety of odd, entertain-
ing characters. 

What: Nd National Robotics 
                Week 2013
When: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Where: stepan Center
How much: Free

To celebrate the upcoming 
national robotics week, the college 
of engineering is hosting its second 
annual nd national robotics week 
event. stop by stepan center to learn 
more about robotics, interact with ro-
bots and talk to students and faculty 
members developing robots on cam-
pus. There will be exhibitions rang-
ing from football-playing robots to 
robots developed to aid children with 
autism at this free and unique event. 

WeekenD evenTS CALenDAR
FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAYTHURSDAY

By CHRISTINE ANSPACH
scene writer

let’s be honest, the free “single of the week” down-
loads on iTunes are not always good tracks. on the up 
side, the artists are usually not well known, which is cool 
both because they get some publicity and music aficio-
nados can discover new artists. however, the tracks are 
not always something i want to have in my iTunes li-
brary, even if they are free. every once in a while, though, 
iTunes posts a good song that i deem worthy of my ipod. 
one such time was back in 2007, when i downloaded the 
song “madly” by Tristan prettyman. 

i instantly became a fan and i downloaded her 2005 
debut album, “twentythree,” and all of her subsequent 
albums thereafter. in fact, “madly” still makes regu-
lar appearances on my most recent playlists. so, being 
the fan girl that i am, i freaked out a little when i heard 
Tristan is coming to legends this weekend.

a former amateur surfer from san diego, california, 
Tristan began playing guitar as a teenager, touring local 
clubs and bars. she gained national attention when she 
toured with Jason mraz on his 2004 tour and recorded 
her first album in 2005. her sophomore album, “hello,” 

released in 2008, reached the no. 2 position on iTunes 
digital albums chart, and she embarked on a two-year 
worldwide tour. 

however, she felt burned out following her quick rise to 
success and took a break from making music. after a few 
years of traveling and questioning whether she wanted to 
continue her musical career, she returned to the studio re-
invigorated. she released her third studio album, “cedar + 
gold,” in october last year.

her songs have a folk rock, singer-songwriter vibe, which 
place Tristan’s guitar and vocals front and center. she has 
cited ani diFranco as one of her main influences, which 
absolutely comes across in her own music. she has a classi-
cally expressive folk voice that will make her successful for 
years to come. her laid-back and playful yet soulful sound 
is similar to that of missy higgins, rachael yamagata and 
priscilla ahn. 

her most recent album has an earthy, smoldering sound 
that includes more bass and drums than in previous al-
bums. her lyrics are profound and well written and conjure 
emotions ranging from spirited and whimsical to poignant 
and heartbroken. 

For lighthearted, upbeat tracks, look to “my oh my,” “Quit 
you,” “echo” and “madly.” Two of her most popular songs, 

“say anything” and “i was gonna marry you,” have a ten-
der yet robust sound with very personal lyrics. many of her 
songs, especially from her first two albums, are light guitar 
ballads that sound like they should be played on a warm 
california summer night, including “simple as it should 
Be,” “hello,” “Blindfold” and “never say never.” 

Tristan also occasionally collaborates with other art-
ists who have a similarly guitar-based, soulful and playful 
sound. her collaborations sound easy and natural, compli-
menting her sound rather than grating against it. in 2005, 
she recorded “shy That way” with Jason mraz, one of the 
more popular tracks from her first album. her most popular 
song on iTunes is a collaboration with g. love on the song 
“Beautiful,” an upbeat and catchy song that has the tenden-
cy to get stuck in your head — in a good way.

if you haven’t heard Tristan before, you should make lis-
tening to her newest album the first thing on your to-do list 
today. she has a timeless voice, her songs are relatable and 
easy to listen to. plus, after watching youTube videos of her 
live performances, i expect her to give a fantastic show at 
legends this saturday at 10 p.m. of course, the best part is 
it’s free. i’ll see you there.

Contact Christine Anspach at canspach@nd.edu
EMILY DANAHER | The Observer
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for sale
18145 Crownhill In 

Georgetown near ND. $76,900. 
2-story condo, large master, loft 
den can be converted to 2nd 
bdrm. Fireplace, washer/dry-
er, alarm system, 1-car garage 
w/opener. Pristine condition. 
Open house 10-12 Sat & Sun. 
574-532-5961.

Personal
UNPLANNED PREGNANCY? 

Don’t go it alone. Notre Dame has 
many resources in place to assist 
you. If you or someone you love needs 
confidential support or assistance, 
please call Ann Whitall at 1-0084 or 
Karen Kennedy at 1-5550. For more 
information, visit ND’s website at: 
http://pregnancysupport@nd.edu 

“The worst thing about prison was the 
Dementors. They were flying all over the 
place, and they were scary...they’d suck 
the soul out of your body, and it HOIT!”  
 
“Aunt calling to aunt is like mastodons 
bellowing across primeval swamps.” 
 
Contact ghadley@nd.edu to name 
these quotes. Free smoothie at 
Recker’s for the first person to name 
both. 

Contact Brian Hartnett at 
bhartnet@nd.edu 
 The views expressed in this 
Sports Authority are those of the 
author and not necessarily those 
of The Observer.

mlB

Interleague play 
advances game

Errors doom Pirates in 
loss to Diamondbacks

if you’ve been too focused on 
basketball and hockey to notice 
the start of the major league 
Baseball (mlB) season, i cer-
tainly can’t blame you.

But you might want to take 
a look at today’s schedule. 
There’s an interesting after-
noon tilt between the new-look 
Blue Jays and the defending 
american league (a.l.) cham-
pion Tigers. There’s also a 
matchup between the orioles, 
last year’s cinderella, and the 
surging red sox, as well as an 
al west showdown between 
the a’s and angels.

one matchup, however, may 
catch your eye just a little bit 
more: nationals vs. white sox. 

relax. it’s not a misprint or 
a make-up of a spring training 
game. 

it’s the new reality of inter-
league play.

while the college sports 
landscape was changing in 
waves of realignment, mlB 
commissioner Bud selig dipped 
his toe in the waters and sent 
the houston astros over to the 
american league. This marked 
the first time since 1998 that a 
team had switched leagues.

given the astros’ woeful 
record, that wasn’t much of a 
big story in and of itself but it 
did have an important conse-
quence: for the first time, both 
professional baseball leagues 
would have an equal number of 
teams. Thus, the switch meant 
that interleague play would not 
be only a three-week gimmick 
at the start of summer, but a 
year-round fixture on the base-
ball landscape.

it was certainly an interest-
ing move by selig. after all, 
the mlB seems to have no 
imminent expansion plans 
and divisions had been well 
established.

But it was also a smart move, 
in an era where baseball is al-
ways trying to keep with the 
times, to potentially really help 
the game reach out to its fans.

i’ll probably offend some 
baseball purists here, but i’m 
not afraid to admit that i’ve 
always really liked interleague 
play.

interleague helps foster 
natural rivalries, as it often pits 
teams against each other that 
are geographically close . as a 
yankees fan, i’ve always found 
the “subway series” matchups 
with the cross-town mets to be 
some of the most entertaining 
games on the schedule. i also 
get a kick out of such rivalries 
as the “Bay Bridge series” be-
tween the a’s and giants, the 
“crosstown classic” between 
the cubs and white sox and 
the “Freeway series” between 

the dodgers and angels.
interleague play also gives 

fans a chance to see teams 
and players they would oth-
erwise never get to watch. 
sure, it may create some un-
appealing matchups like the 
marlins-Twins series at the 
end of this month, but it also 
features some intriguing show-
downs like the angels-reds 
series played last week or next 
month’s Tigers-nationals se-
ries. and, either way, i’m sure 
the average Twins fan would be 
more interested to see marlins 
slugger giancarlo stanton 
play at Target Field than watch 
another inter-divisional game 
against the royals (who the 
Twins still play 19 times this 
season).

after looking at the other 
three professional sports 
leagues, it’s just natural to 
wonder why mlB didn’t insti-
tute any form of interleague 
play until 1997. The nFl, nBa 
and nhl have had interleague 
matchups since their very be-
ginnings, making baseball’s 
resistance to such matchups 
seem downright draconian. 
last time i checked, both the 
american league and national 
league play nine innings, and 
players are traded between the 
leagues every day — why then 
are the two leagues kept apart 
from each other?

ultimately, it comes down to 
the elephant in the room — the 
designated hitter. until the 
two leagues come to an agree-
ment on which nine players 
should be in the lineup, there 
will always be an awkwardness 
surrounding interleague games 
(though it’s hilarious to see a.l. 
pitchers attempt to swing the 
bat).

at the same time, though, it’s 
silly for america’s two oldest 
professional sports leagues to 
simply avoid each other be-
cause of a disagreement over 
one position. That’s why mr. 
selig — who i still begrudgingly 
refer to as the guy who settled 
for a tie in the all-star game — 
deserves applause for helping 
to ensure the two leagues play 
on a season-long basis.

in essence, that’s why to-
day’s white sox-nationals 
game is being played. and it’s 
why many other untraditional 
matchups will soon be part of 
the baseball landscape. while 
these games may require you to 
pore over some foreign rosters, 
you can rest assured knowing 
they’re just another step in the 
evolution of a sport that’s been 
developing since 1839.

Associated Press 

a first-inning throwing er-
ror by Jonathan sanchez set 
the tone for what was going 
to be a long afternoon for the 
pittsburgh pirates.

The left-hander threw wild-
ly to third base, allowing the 
arizona diamondbacks to 
score the first run in a 10-2 
romp wednesday.

still, the pirates took two of 
three from the diamondbacks 
in the series, a nice turn-
around after pittsburgh’s 1-5 
start to the season.

“we win the series, and 
we move on,” manager clint 
hurdle said.

sanchez (0-2) had pitched 
well in a 3-0 loss to the los 
angeles dodgers, but af-
ter wednesday’s throwing 
miscue, he had all kinds of 
problems.

“The overall stuff wasn’t as 
sharp,” hurdle said. “There 
wasn’t one pitch that was as 
sharp here today as it was in 
l.a.”

a.J. pollock homered twice 
for the diamondbacks and 
wade miley (2-0) gave up 
two runs on five hits in 6 2-3 
innings.

pollock doubled in the first, 
then tried to steal third, tak-
ing off a tad too soon. sanchez 
saw him and should have eas-
ily thrown him out, but the 
throw sailed past third base-
man Josh harrison. That left 
hurdle to wonder what might 
have been if the throw had 
been better.

pollock, who began the day 
in an 0-for-14 rut, also made a 
diving catch in center field to 
rob andrew mccutchen of a 
hit in the first.

sanchez was charged with 
nine runs and eight hits in 
3 1-3 innings. The last two 
of those runs came after 
sanchez left and reliever 
chris leroux walked two bat-
ters, on four pitches each, 
with the bases loaded in the 
diamondbacks’ four-run 
fourth.

pollock, a long shot to make 
the opening day roster before 
spring training injuries to 

adam eaton and cody ross, 
hit a three-run homer in the 
second and a leadoff shot in 
the fourth. he had two home 
runs in 81 big league at-bats 
last season and only 14 in 
three seasons in the minors.

But, manager Kirk gibson 
said, pollock has some 
power, especially against 
left-handers.

“you get the ball up like that 
on him and he has the ability 
to hit it out of the ballpark,” 
gibson said.

pollock said he has more 
pop in his bat than people 
think.

“For me, hitting home runs 
is not about power,” he said. 
“it’s about hitting the ball 
correctly and your approach 
at the plate. it’s 340 feet down 
the line. it’s not like you need 
to hit it 600 feet to hit it out. it’s 
more about getting the right 
pitch and taking the right 
swing in the right count.”

sanchez tried to shrug off 
the performance.

“we have 30 starts out of 
the year,” he said. “we’re go-
ing to have bad outings and 
we’re going to have good out-
ings. you’ve just got to focus 
on the next one.”

martin prado followed 
sanchez’s error with a walk, 
advanced to third on paul 
goldschmidt’s single and 
scored when miguel montero 

grounded out. alfredo marte 
brought home the inning’s 
third run with a two-out 
double.

in the second, there was 
more trouble for sanchez. 
Josh wilson reached on a walk 
and gerardo parra singled 
before pollock homered into 
the left-field seats to make it 
6-0.

miley, runner-up in nl 
rookie of the year voting last 
season, had his second strong 
outing in as many tries.

“i was getting ahead of 
guys early,” he said. “i went 
to the slider a couple of times. 
mainly it’s about getting 
ahead and controlling at-
bats. They were putting the 
ball in play, and the defense 
was making plays.”

miley retired 10 in a row 
after starling marte opened 
the game with a double. 
The string ended when 
mccutchen walked with 
one out in the fourth. gaby 
sanchez singled and harrison 
had an rBi single.

pollock’s second homer 
made it 7-1. sanchez walked 
goldschmidt and gave up a 
one-out single to montero be-
fore getting pulled by hurdle.

leroux came on and 
promptly walked three 
straight. another run scored 
on miley’s groundout and 
arizona led 10-1.

AP

Arizona’s Martin Prado reaches first base as Pittsburgh’s Gaby San-
chez misses the ball during Arizona’s 10-2 victory on Wednesday.

Brian Hartnett 
sports writer
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Associated Press

augusTa, ga. — ryo 
ishikawa and rory mcilroy 
made their masters debut to-
gether, two teenagers in the 
same group, both filled with 
potential.

Four years later, they are no-
where near each other.

mcilroy is a two-time major 
champion who was no. 1 in the 
world until two weeks ago, and 
there are signs he has patched 
his game back together in time 
for the first major of the year. 
among betting favorites at 
augusta national, he is second 
only to Tiger woods.

ishikawa didn’t even think 

he would be at the masters this 
year.

The 21-year-old from Japan 
had to rely on a special invita-
tion for international players to 
return to augusta for the fifth 
straight year. There was even 
some criticism at home that 
it was time for the prodigy to 
prove himself.

“i was surprised,” ishikawa 
said in a recent interview. “my 
world ranking is not so high, so i 
thought i was not coming.”

as for the criticism?
“i didn’t look at any internet 

news for a while so i wouldn’t 
know what they were thinking 
and what they were saying,” he 
said.

ishikawa has plunged to no. 
115 in the world. he won the 
Taiheiyo masters late last year 
on the Japan golf Tour for his 
10th career victory, ending two 
years without a win on his home 
circuit. his first full year on the 
pga Tour has not gone the way 
he had planned.

ishikawa had made only three 
cuts in nine starts, his best fin-
ish a tie for 39th in the puerto 
rico open, the same week the 
world’s best players were at a 
world golf championship in 
Florida. This is the third time 
he has received an invitation to 
the masters, and likely the last. 
augusta national tends to look 
differently at players who join 
the pga Tour because they have 

more avenues to qualify.
it’s time for him to deliver.
“someday i’d like to win the 

masters,” ishikawa said. “i want 
to be a big player like rory and 
rickie (Fowler) and Tiger.”

woods once raved about 
ishikawa when he was winning 
with regularity as a teenager. 
he won his first Japan golf Tour 
event as an amateur when he 
was 15, and he won The crowns 
in 2010 by closing with a 58, the 
lowest score on a major tour.

mcilroy thought it was tough 
when he faced scrutiny for sign-
ing a major equipment deal, and 
walking off the course at the 
honda classic. ishikawa has 
dealt with that his entire career, 
perhaps more than any other 
player except for woods.

he speaks to a dozen or more 
Japanese reporters after ev-
ery round, no matter the score 
or whether he makes the cut. 
ishikawa sits in a folding chair 
as he endures questions from 
two Japanese networks, and 
then the print reporters. how 
was your driving? what hap-
pened with your putt?

if the attention is wearing on 
him, he doesn’t show it. he once 
played 19 consecutive tourna-
ments to appease sponsors in 
Japan, where golf fans still yearn 
for the star they’ve lacked since 
the days of Jumbo ozaki.

andy yamanaka, an official 
with the Japan golf Tour, once 
said ishikawa was singularly re-
sponsible for driving interest in 
Japan for his play and his model 
behavior.

“ryo is the complete pack-
age,” yamanaka said in a 2010 
interview. “i’m not sure if it was 
the same situation with Tiger 
woods in the u.s. when he was 
younger, but i’ve never seen 
anyone like ryo is terms of his 
potential as an international 
athlete.”

ishikawa, who has houses in 
las vegas and san diego, will 
return to Japan for the first time 
this year after the masters, but 
not for long. his emphasis this 
year is on keeping his pga Tour 
card.

“Japanese people are watch-
ing me all the time,” ishikawa 
said. “i’m pretty comfortable 
now to play here all the time. 
of course, i’ll go home to play 
Japanese golf tournaments. The 
biggest thing this year is to keep 
my tour card. They want me 
to be a (pga) tour player next 
year.”

he has shown flashes of what 
he can be when playing with 
ernie els in the presidents cup 
two years ago in australia. They 
lost two straight matches, and 
els insisted on keeping him as 
a partner. They won their third 
match, and then ishikawa beat 
Bubba watson in singles.

“he’s a special kid, man,” els 
said. “he’s got integrity. he’s got 
the right bits in a youngster that 
you need. he’s trying hard.”

still, the south african no-
ticed a big burden on the shoul-
ders of such a young player. 
ishikawa is rarely without an 
entourage that includes his 
agent, girlfriend yuri, his father, 
an equipment rep, a chef and his 
trainer.

“it’s such a long road,” els said. 
“what am i, 43? and i got my 
(behind) kicked by the game. 
i’m a grown man. imagine a 
kid who goes through that tur-
moil all the time. To get into this 
business, you have to get your 
priorities straight. i spoke to ryo 
when he left the presidents cup. 
i said, ‘please stay who you are. 
stay the ryo we know.’ it’s going 
to be tough.”

For ishikawa, it seems like a 
career ago when he first played 
the pga Tour at riviera in 2009. 
officials had to increase the size 
of the media center by 50 per-
cent to accommodate all the re-
porters and photographers. his 
hair was long and wild, adding 
to the rock star treatment he re-
ceived. ishikawa watches him-
self on youTube trying to speak 
english in that press conference 
and laughs at how “very slow” 
he was talking.

That much as improved. he 
conducted a 20-minute inter-
view in english, none of his han-
dlers nearby.

Ishikawa hopes to close gap on McIlroy
PGA

AP

Ryo Ishikawa, of Japan, tees off on the 12th hole during a 
practice round for the Masters on Wednesday. 
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Associated Press

sT. louis  — it’s no mys-
tery to homer Bailey why 
the cincinnati reds have so 
much trouble winning in st. 
louis. after all, look what 
happened to him.

Bailey was cuffed for three 
home runs and seven runs, 
abruptly ending his string 
of 23 consecutive score-
less innings, in a 10-0 loss 
wednesday. The reds are 
the defending nl central 
champions and finished nine 
games ahead of the wild-
card cardinals last season, 
but since 2003 have won just 
three of 28 series in st. louis 
with two splits.

“probably because they 
have a really good team,” 
Bailey said. “That has a lot 
to do with it. i don’t think 
it’s necessarily over here so 
much.”

manager dusty Baker had 
his hopes up after the reds’ 
nine-run ninth stunned 
the cardinals in the home 
opener. But the reds were 
outscored 15-1 the last two 
games.

“The thing about it is 
their pitching really shut us 
down,” Baker said. “(lance) 
lynn was tough last night 
and (Jake) westbrook was 
tough today.”

westbrook pitched a five-
hit shutout and the cardinals 
totaled four homers. Jon 
Jay, carlos Beltran and matt 
adams homered in a span of 
seven at-bats off Bailey in a 
game that was scoreless into 
the bottom of the fifth.

“day games always feel a 
little bit off, but i’m not us-
ing that as an excuse,” Bailey 
said. “i rolled them pretty 
quick in the first couple of 
innings, then they started 
seeing the ball pretty well.”

matt carpenter added a 
two-run homer on a four-hit 
day. adams homered for the 
second straight game and 
added an rBi double and 
walk.

westbrook (1-1) threw his 
fourth career shutout, walk-
ing four and striking out 
three.

westbrook pitched his first 
shutout since aug. 9, 2006, 
against the angels when he 
was with cleveland, and this 
was his 15th career complete 
game. he held the reds hit-
less in six at-bats with run-
ners in scoring position, and 
contributed his 11th career 
rBi with a single in the sev-
enth for st. louis’ final run.

Bailey’s innings-streak in-
cluded his no-hitter against 
pittsburgh last season. after 
getting the first two outs in 
the fifth against the bottom 
of the order, the right-hander 
gave up hits to seven of the 
last eight batters.

Bailey dropped to 3-8 
with a 5.52 era against the 
cardinals, including 0-4 with 
a 6.93 era at Busch stadium. 
Baker pulled Bailey after 
pete Kozma’s liner struck the 
pitcher just above his right 
ankle, with the ball carom-
ing into left field. But Bailey 
walked off without a limp.

“he was throwing well and 
then he lost it,” Baker said. 
“he put the ball over the 
plate and they’ve got some 
guys who know what to do 
with it when you do that.”

The cardinals advanced 
only two runners into scor-
ing position in the first four 
innings and Bailey got two 
quick outs to start the fifth 
before running into trouble 

against the top of the line-
up. st. louis scored 10 runs 
on 11 hits in the fifth, sixth 
and seventh off Bailey, 
logan ondrusek and alfredo 
simon.

Jay’s second homer just 
cleared center fielder shin-
soo choo’s leaping attempt 
at the wall. carpenter fol-
lowed with a single and matt 
holliday hit an rBi double, 
prompting a visit from pitch-
ing coach Bryan price.

Beltran then hit his first 
homer of the season on to 
make it 4-0.

adams hit a two-run hom-
er in the sixth off Bailey. 
carpenter’s two-run shot 
homer three batters later 
made it 8-0.

Cardinals dominate in 10-0 victory over Reds
mlB

AP

Cincinnati starting pitcher Homer Bailey throws a pitch during 
the Reds’ 10-0 loss to the Cardinals on Wednesday.
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weather cancels games
RAiNOUTs

Observer Staff Report

Baseball
notre dame postponed 

wednesday’s game against 
eastern michigan due to 
poor weather conditions. 
The game will now be 
played at Frank eck stadium 
on may 1. The first pitch is 
scheduled for 5:35 p.m.

The no. 22 irish (19-11, 4-5 
Big east), have now dropped 
two games in a row after 
winning four straight. notre 
dame’s next home game will 
be april 17 when Bowling 
green visits for a midweek 
matchup.  

The irish return to the 
field this weekend when they 
travel to pittsburgh to take 
on the panthers. The games 
at charles l. cost Field will 
begin at 6 p.m. Friday, 3 p.m. 
saturday and noon sunday.

softball
notre dame’s game against 

Toledo that was scheduled 
for wednesday was canceled 
due to inclement weather. 
The game was rescheduled 
and will be played this af-
ternoon instead.

The irish (26-10, 7-1 Big 
east) enter the contest on 
the heels of a disappointing 
11-3 loss to northwestern on 
Tuesday. The team is look-
ing to rebound from being 
mercy-ruled before they 
enter this weekend’s series 
against conference oppo-
nent rutgers. 

The rockets (9-23, 2-6 
mid-american conference) 
most recently split a non-
conference doubleheader 
against oakland. This will 
be notre dame’s final game 
before this weekend’s strike 
out cancer campaign. 

This initiative began in 
2011 to support irish coach 
deanna gumpf and her 
daughter Tatum, who was 
diagnosed with leukemia in 
2010.

The weekend’s events in-
clude a silent auction, trivia 
night at The Brick in south 
Bend, a home run derby, and 
various promotions. last 
year, the team raised more 
than $25,000. 

also notable for the irish 
has been the play of soph-
omore outfielder emilee 
Koerner. Koerner has been 
named one of the 25 final-
ists for the 2013 usa softball 
collegiate player of the year 
award, given by the amateur 
softball association of 
america and usa softball. 
Koerner began this week 
leading the nation in batting 
average at a .513 clip and 
leads the team with 58 hits, 

31 rBi, 104 total bases and 
33 runs scored in 36 games 
this season.

The action begins tonight 
at melissa cook stadium at 
5:00 p.m.

saint mary’s softball
saint mary’s game against 

hope college was postponed 
due to poor weather.

The Belles (10-10, 2-0 
mia a) are hoping to stay 
undefeated in conference 
play with wins against the 
Flying dutch.

saint mary’s won two 
slugfests against albion on 
saturday to get off to a per-
fect conference start but 
followed that performance 
up with two losses at north 
park college on sunday.

The doubleheader was 
pushed back until Thursday 
at 3:30 at saint mary’s 
college.

Belles drop four-
game win streak

smC TENNis | alBion 8, smc 1

By SAMANTHA ZUBA
sports writer 

The Belles came into 
wednesday’s contest riding 
a four-match winning streak 
but lost a bit of their momen-
tum with an 8-1 defeat at the 
hands of albion in a confer-
ence showdown wednesday. 

due to bleak weather con-
ditions, officials moved 
the meet indoors to the eck 
Tennis pavilion, and action 
finally got under way ap-
proximately two hours later 
around 6 p.m.

Belles coach dale campbell 
said the poor weather condi-
tions could not be used as an 
excuse for the loss.

“not really a factor, i guess 
i would say,” campbell said. 
“we knew early in the day we 
were going to play indoors. 
Both teams [were] doing the 
same thing.”

The only win for saint 
mary’s came at the sixth sin-
gles spot. sophomore Jackie 
Kjolhede delivered the victo-
ry 6-1, 6-2 as the meet came 
to a close. 

sophomore audrey Kiefer 
nearly snagged a second vic-
tory at no. 4 singles but lost 
the tiebreaker. campbell 
praised his team for its ag-
gressive play but recognized 
areas where the Belles could 
still improve.

“i thought we played with 
a litt le bit more urgency 
because we knew we were 
playing a strong opponent,” 
campbell said. “i still think 
we have a lot of mistakes we 
can correct in doubles in 
terms of movement, in terms 
of going for f irst shots.”

now saint mary’s must 
recover and move on to its 
next match, when it takes 
on Bethel this afternoon. 
Though the contest is tech-
nically on the road, the 
Belles will be playing at 
home against the pilots from 
neighboring mishawaka. 
campbell said this set-up 
could give the Belles a slight 
boost.

“it could be a small advan-
tage because we know the 
surface,” campbell said. “we 
practice here, so it probably 
is a bit of an advantage.”

Bethel (12-4, 6-2 
crossroads) has put together 
a strong season so far and 
has performed well in con-
ference play. campbell said 
the Belles will just have to 
stick to what they do well.

“it’s mainly about play-
ing your own game and just 
doing your game better, but 
Bethel is a team that has 
played us a bit closer last 
year,” he said. “we have beat-
en them the last four or f ive 
years, but they did play us 
closer, and i know they’re a 
more formidable opponent.”

Bethel had a six-game 
winning streak stopped by 
marian in the crossroads 
tournament back in october. 
Bethel rallied to end the fall 
season with a 7-2 victory 
against manchester college 
on october 11. 

The match against saint 
mary’s will be only the sec-
ond of the spring for the 
pilots. They triumphed 
april 6 against the indiana 
institute of Technology. saint 
mary’s, on the other hand, 
has competed through-
out march. campbell said 
the layoff could help saint 
mary’s, but he would avoid 
being overconfident. “when 
you do play matches fre-
quently, i think they do help 
you mentally, so it could be 
an advantage,” campbell 
said. “i’m certainly not going 
to expect it to be an advan-
tage, but it could.”

st. mary’s will take on 
crosstown rival Bethel on 
Thursday at 4 p.m.

Contact Samantha Zuba at         
szuba@nd.edu

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Irish senior catcher Amy Buntin smacks the ball during Notre 
Dame’s 9-3 victory over Villanova on Sunday. 

Like us on 
Facebook.
fb.com/
ndsmcobserver
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By MATTHEW ROBISON
sports writer

Two weeks ago, after a nar-
row 7-6 win over rutgers on 
march 24 and a 12-10 loss to 
st. John’s on march 30, irish 
coach Kevin corrigan rec-
ognized his team had lost 
focus. But after a 17-5 beat-
down over marquette on 
april 2 and a 13-8 victory 
over providence five days lat-
er, that focus is back. 

“i feel good about where our 
focus is right now,” corrigan 
said. “i know our guys are 
working at that. we’ve tried 
to do a better job of giving 
them clarity in exactly what 
we want from them. i think 
they’re doing a good job at 
working at it and being ac-
countable for the things that 
we think are important.”

That focus will be chal-
lenged again this weekend 
when georgetown visits 
for a sunday matinee. The 
hoyas (5-6, 2-1 Big east) have 
struggled this season and 
have been dealt losses on the 
wrong end of some lopsided 
games. But their struggles 
do not indicate weakness, 
but rather some unforeseen 
circumstances.

“i think they’re very good,” 
corrigan said. “i think 
they’ve had some injuries 
throughout the year that kept 
their lineup in f lux a little 
bit. They had some injuries 
to some key guys. But they’re 
coming off a huge win over 
st. John’s who was no. 10 in 
the country last week. That 
shows what they’re capable 
of doing.”

in terms of style, corrigan 
described georgetown as a 
“mixed bag” of some of the 
teams notre dame (8-2, 2-1) 
has faced this season.

“defensively, they get out 
and come after you a little 
bit in the style of the way 
providence played against 
us,” corrigan said. “at the 
same time, offensively, they 
probably more resemble 
villanova and denver and 
some of the teams we’ve 
played that have a mix of 
canadian and american in-
f luence in what they do.”

The hoyas fell 19-7 to duke 

on march 23 and 14-6 to 
mount st. mary’s on march 
12. But a 14-13 overtime 
win over no. 14 st. John’s 
reminded the Big east that 
georgetown is consistently 
one of the conference’s best 
teams.

all season, one of notre 
dame’s most valuable as-
sets has been its balance 
offensively. The irish have 
a number of scorers who 
have the potential to light 
up the scoreboard. against 
marquette, the offensive fire-
power came from junior at-
tackman John scioscia, who 
had six goals and an assist. 
against providence, senior 
attackman sean rogers led 
the way with four goals and 
an assist.

“on any given posses-
sion, we have a number of 
guys that can make a play,” 
corrigan said. “That makes 
us difficult to play against.”

That balance comes from 
two sources, corrigan said. 
First, the irish have a wealth 
of talent on the field. every 
player has the potential to 
make great plays. second, 
notre dame has to play a sys-
tem in which each player’s 
potential can be maximized 
and turned into goals.

“That’s a collective com-
mitment that i think our 
guys have started to zero in 
on and will make us better as 
the year goes on,” corrigan 
said.

on monday the nca a re-
leased its first rpi rankings 
of the season, and notre 
dame was ranked no. 1. 
The rpi looks at strength of 
schedule, the rankings of the 
teams each team has beaten 
and to whom each team has 
lost.

at the end of the season, 
the nca a will use the rpi as 
an organizational tool when 
compiling the bracket for the 
nca a tournament.

in order to rank highly in 
the rpi, teams must sched-
ule games against as many 
strong programs as possible, 
in order to set themselves up 
for a good seed come tourna-
ment time.

“in scheduling, absolutely 
it’s something you concern 
yourself with,” corrigan said.

But during the year, it 
doesn’t have much relevance.

“at this time of year, your 
focus has got to stay and be 
solely on the team that you’re 
playing this week,” corrigan 
said. “[The no. 1 ranking is] 
not something that surprised 
me, but it’s not something 
that i’m going to concern 
myself with right now. That’s 
something you worry about 
when you’re scheduling, 
and it’s something that you 
worry about at the end of the 

year when you’re tallying 
these things up. in between, 
i think our guys know, and 
certainly our guys know that 
the focus needs to stay pretty 
squarely on the team and the 
challenge that’s right in front 
of you.”

right now, that challenge is 
georgetown. The hoyas and 
irish will face off sunday at 
11 a.m. in arlotta stadium.

Contact Matt Robison at        
mrobison@nd.edu

mEN’s lACROssE

Irish focus on Georgetown matchup

WEI LIN | The Observer

Irish senior attackman Sean Rogers dodges defenders during Notre Dame’s 12-10 loss to St. John’s on 
March 30. The Irish will take on Georgetown in Arlotta Stadium on Sunday. 
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the season in right field after 
former teammate dani miller 
got hurt. as a sophomore, she 
filled in as an outfielder, a des-
ignated hitter and a catcher. 

Finally, in her junior season 
Buntin earned her big break, 
taking her spot as a starting 
catcher. she was named to the 
all-america team at the end of 
the season and led the irish at 
the plate with a .360 batting 
average. 

“over the past four years, 
i’ve developed a lot as a player 
and a person,” Buntin said. 
“i have established my confi-
dence in the batter’s box and 
behind the plate.” 

as a senior, Buntin has con-
tinued to dominate behind 
the plate and builds up the 
confidence of her pitchers. 

“it’s awesome to be able to 
throw to someone who knows 
me so well as a pitcher,” 
o’donnell said. “we are al-
ways on the same page when 
it comes to attacking hitters.” 

Buntin said she focuses on 
getting to know each pitcher’s 
style so she can better as-
sist them in improving their 
game.

“each pitcher is different,” 
Buntin said. “as a catcher 
it has been my job to work 
with and understand these 

differences.” 
despite all her accomplish-

ments on the field, Buntin said 
the most important thing she 
has done as a member of the 
irish community is play in the 
strike out cancer weekend in 
support of Tatum gumpf, the 
daughter of irish head coach 
deanna gumpf. Tatum was 
diagnosed with leukemia in 
2010 at the age of four and the 
irish began the event in her 
name the following spring. 

“For our team to take part 
in something greater than 
ourselves and give back to a 
cause greater than our sport 
is truly special,” Buntin said. 
“receiving the first pitch of 
the game from a smiling, 
healthy Tatum is one of my 
proudest moments as a player 
at notre dame.” 

The fourth annual strike 
out cancer weekend will 
take place saturday when 
the irish take on rutgers in a 
doubleheader. 

Though Buntin has pre-
pared to pursue a career in 
medicine after graduation, 
she said she will never fully 
leave notre dame behind. 

“notre dame will always 
have a special place in my 
heart,” Buntin said. “i am 
proud to say it’s my home.”

Contact Katie Heit at             
kheit@nd.edu

Buntin
conTinued From page 20 

now, so i definitely learned a lot 
from him in terms of my hard 
work. when i see him do some-
thing, it makes me feel that i can 
do it.”

The younger Johnson says 
he began to feel things “click” 
in his sophomore season, as he 
began to see dramatic improve-
ments in his skills and his iden-
tity as a player. 

But he was still second in line 
behind Joe hudson, a junior 
who would be drafted by the 
cincinnati reds in the sixth 
round of the mlB draft in June.

“That destroyed me, it really 
did,” Johnson said. “all the guys 
on the bench just want to get 
on the field, that’s really all you 
think about. it really does crush 
you when you’re seeing your 
best friends out there, you’re 
working just as hard if not hard-
er than anyone out there, and 
you’re not getting to play, not 
getting your opportunity.”

But Johnson finally got his 
opportunity after hudson left to 
join the reds organization. he 
won the job at the beginning of 
the season and has started all 30 
games so far this spring. 

“it really is the greatest feeling 
in the world, being out there, es-
pecially being on the bench the 
last two years and not really see-
ing even a single pitch,” Johnson 

said. “more than even for me, 
it’s great for the guys still on the 
bench who look up to me as kind 
of the guy who made it through, 
because there are a lot of times 
where there’s not really a light 
at the end of the tunnel. To guy 
who hasn’t had that opportu-
nity right out freshman year, to 
work up the system, i think it’s 
good to see for everybody.”

Johnson now finds himself 
in an odd role for someone so 
intensely competitive    — he’s 
responsible for calming a strug-
gling pitcher.

“it’s hard, i think, for Forrest,” 
aoki said. “his family tends to 
be a group of irish hotheads. i 
think he’s done a really good 
job of gaining the trust and re-
spect of his pitchers. They can 
feel confident in throwing their 
breaking stuff because they 
understand that Forrest is will-
ing to put any body part in front 
of the ball to keep it from go-
ing past him with a runner on 
third.”

But don’t think Johnson has 
completely changed his ways.

“i have that football mental-
ity,” Johnson said. “There’s kind 
of that inner part of me that just 
wants to hit something when i 
get mad, but as i’ve gotten older 
i’ve seen how you have to con-
duct yourself as the catcher. you 
have eight guys looking at you, 
so you have to maintain solid 
and positive body language all 

the time. 
“it’s easy when things are go-

ing well, but when things start 
to get tough, when pitchers start 
to throw balls or guys are mak-
ing errors, it really takes a lot to 
take a deep breath and talk to 
the pitcher.”

his footwork and hitting have 
improved, but Johnson’s throw-
ing arm remains his greatest as-
set, and he maintains there is no 
better feeling than throwing out 
a runner on the base paths.

“we almost dare runners to 
run, because we have that kind 
of faith in Forrest’s ability to 
catch and throw,” ristano said. 
“That’s why i think to this point 
there haven’t been a really high 
number of base runners who 
have attempted steals. we just 
tell our pitchers, be quick to 
the plate, dare them to ru, and 
Forrest will throw them out.”

and if Johnson is more like 
a linebacker than a dr. phil 
behind the plate, his coaches 
wouldn’t change that about 
him, either.

“he’s got that fire about him 
that we sometimes have to reel 
in,” ristano said. “But i would 
rather as a coach have to reel 
him in than ask him to be com-
petitive. he wouldn’t have been 
able to be the player he is now if 
didn’t have that fire.”

Contact Vicky Jacobsen at          
vjacobse@nd.edu

Johnson
conTinued From page 20
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showing former irish basket-
ball guard Joey Brooks the 
same ropes he learned last 
season. 

“Joey’s doing well. he’s 
kind of been thrown into a 
storm,” niklas said. “it’s not 
easy to switch sports like 
this in your senior year. … 
he’s doing really well. he’s 
staying positive, he’s learn-
ing a lot and getting bet-
ter every day, and that’s the 
most important thing for 
him, to keep learning the of-
fense and getting better.”

yet Brooks is not the only 
irish tight end enduring 
the learning process. early 
enrollee mike heuerman 
joined the team in January 
to get a head start on learn-
ing the offense, and senior 

alex welch missed the entire 
2012 season after tearing his 
acl during summer training 
camp. 

welch didn’t see action 
during his freshman year 
in 2010 after coming in as a 
four-star recruit and only 
had one reception for eight 
yards in 2011. 

welch said he sought the 
advice of former irish and 
current minnesota vikings 
tight end Kyle rudolph, who 
missed much of 2010 with a 
torn hamstring.

“i think this spring is re-
ally important for me just to 
get back into football shape 
and remember how you play 
the game and then come fall 
camp i’ll be ready,” welch 
said. “i felt like i was play-
ing at a pretty high level last 
fall and then after what hap-
pened, you kind of forget 
things.”

out of the five, junior Ben 
Koyack has seen the most 
playing time in his career, 
appearing in all 24 games. in 
2012, the 6-foot-5 tight end 
caught three passes for 39 
yards but struggled to hold 
onto the ball throughout 
the season. and of the four, 
Koyack seems to be the go-to 
receiving threat, as opposed 
to run-blocking standouts 
welch and niklas. 

“i feel like regardless of 
how well-rounded, there’s 
always stuff to work on, 
whether it’s breaking out of 
a route, getting out faster in 
blocking or a different tech-
nique,” Koyack said. “i think 
i’m definitely improving but 
there’s always going to be 
work to do.”

eifert was a one-stop-shop 
in terms of tight ends, posing 
as a blocker, goal line threat 
and wide-out for the irish. 
That versatility could very 
well result in a first round se-
lection in this month’s nFl 
draft. But the 2013 collective 
is f ine with doing things by 
committee, Koyack said.  

“we may not be put in the 
same exact situation as Tyler 
was put into, but as long as 
we do well in the situations 
we are put into, that’s pretty 
much the expectation of the 

group at this point,” he said. 
with eifert arguably leav-

ing the biggest imprint of 
all notre dame tight ends 
following rudolph, anthony 
Fasano and John carlson, 
the pressure is on for the 
next starter to carry on the 
tradition at “Tight end u.” 

“i wouldn’t say it’s a pres-
sure. it’s kind of like a pres-
tige,” welch said. “you feel 
good about yourself to be 
part of the tight ends at the 
university of notre dame. 
But at the same time we’re 
not trying to be any of those 
tight ends. we’re going to be 
ourselves.”

Contact Andrew Gastelum at 
agastel1@nd.edu

SUZANNA PRATT | The Observer

Irish junior tight end Troy Niklas runs through a defender during Notre Dame’s 41-3 victory over Navy on Sep-
tember 1, 2012 in Dublin, Ireland. Niklas is one of five players battling to replace former tight end Tyler Eifert. 

Niklas
conTinued From page 20

“You feel good about yourself to be part of 
the tight ends at the University of Notre 
Dame. But at the same time we’re not 
trying to be any of those tight ends. We’re 
trying to be ourselves.”
Alex Welch 
senior tight end

Write 
Sports.
Email Mike at  
jmonaco@
nd.edu
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CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: ryan Kwanten, 36; Jon stewart, 50; ed harris, 
62; paul shaffer, 63.

Happy Birthday: Keep an open mind and listen to what others have to say before 
you jump to conclusions. Timing must be acute if you wish to succeed. you will 
have added energy, but it’s how you use it that will count. engage in the causes, 
concerns, pastimes and talents you enjoy doing most and you will excel. your num-
bers are 9, 12, 17, 21, 29, 32, 43.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): you’ll find it difficult to sidestep emotional issues. 
speak up and settle whatever is bothering you. a change may be necessary if you 
don’t want to lose confidence or self-respect. once you start down a certain path, 
you must complete your mission.  

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): put a little force behind your words and you will get 
what you want. you don’t have to upset authority figures, but making diplomatic 
suggestions in a tactful manner will show who is in control. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): you can make a difference. suggest reforms you feel will 
help create a better environment at work, home or in your community. you don’t 
have to donate financially; putting in time or offering services will help raise your 
profile and your reputation. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): sharing your thoughts will lead to interference and 
opposition. make sure you are fully prepared to address any issues that arise. Keep 
your statements simple, to the point and within reason. Treat your responsibilities 
seriously. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take initiative. size up your situation, target your goal and 
proceed to the finish line. don’t let personal demands stand in the way of your pro-
fessional responsibilities. love is on the rise and romance should be scheduled. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): listen carefully to what’s being discussed. you shouldn’t 
overreact, but you also must make sure that you fight for what you want. don’t back 
down, and don’t allow a change to a settlement or contract leave you at a loss. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): partnerships will be under scrutiny. diplomacy is encour-
aged if you want to get your way. Know what you are up against and be willing to 
compromise in order to close a deal or secure your position. expansion is apparent 
but must be reasonable.   

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): ask questions and you will get answers. once you are 
able to put all the pieces together you will have a very good chance of getting what 
you want. use your skills, talents and power of persuasion and you will capture 
attention.   

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): size up your personal situation and make the al-
terations to your home and domestic life that you desire. socializing and network-
ing will do wonders for your confidence and your overall appeal. share creative 
ideas. love is highlighted.  

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): caution will be necessary physically, financially 
and verbally. don’t stir things up or meddle in other people’s affairs. now is not the 
time to confront, but instead the time to protect your assets, reputation and your 
health.  

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): self-improvement projects will lead to compliments. 
you will make a good impression on people from your past if you make it a point 
to reconnect. love and romance are in the stars and should be used to stabilize an 
important relationship.  

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): don’t let anxiety lead to impulsiveness or promising 
more than you can deliver. patient and well-thought-out plans will be your ticket to 
success. Take on a job that will keep you busy and satisfy you. let your imagination 
lead the way.  

Birthday Baby: you are versatile, resourceful and innovative. you are persistent and 
courageous.
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MACKENZIE SAIN | The Observer

Irish junior tight end Troy Niklas sprints downfield during Notre Dame’s 41-3 victory over Miami on Oct. 6. 
Niklas has posted a total of five receptions with the Irish, including a touchdown. 

Out of the shadow

BAsEBAllNd WOmEN’s sOFTBAll

Buntin acts as quiet example Johnson follows in 
brother’s footsteps

Irish tight ends battle to replace former 
All-American Tyler Eifert

By ANDREW GASTELUM
editor-in-chief

last season, Tyler eifert 
racked up 624 yards, 44 re-
ceptions, four touchdowns, 
broke two receiving re-
cords and picked up an all-
american honor along the 
way. 

The five men trying to re-
place him in 2013 have a 
combined nine receptions, 
122 yards, one touchdown 
and shoot 32 percent from 
3-point range. 

But for the irish, it’s all a 
matter of perspective. 

“we’re all different. i don’t 
think we feel pressured as a 
unit to replace [eifert],” ju-
nior tight end Troy niklas 
said. “The offense is going to 
morph into doing what we’re 
good at, and that’s what 
we’re going to do.”

niklas is entering his sec-
ond season at the tight-
end spot after spending his 

freshman year as a defensive 
end. 

in 2012, the 6-foot-7, 
250-pound Fullerton, calif., 
native said it took time 
to pick up the offense. he 
eventually caught his f irst 
touchdown against Boston 
college, one of his f ive total 
receptions. 

But according to the man 
nicknamed ‘hercules,’ one 
year really does make a 
difference. 

“now it’s like second na-
ture,” niklas said. “i always 
thought it was pretty natu-
ral, but it was a litt le tougher 
to learn the offense and pick 
up all that stuff. But now that 
i know the offense, all those 
litt le technique things are 
coming pretty easily.”

in just one year, niklas has 
gone from defensive line-
man to veteran tight end, 
especially when it comes to 

see niKlas PAGE 18

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Irish senior catcher Amy Buntin throws to first during Notre 
Dame’s 9-3 victory over Villanova on Sunday. 

By KATIE HEIT 
sports writer

Though not as vocal as 
many of her teammates, 
senior catcher amy Buntin 
leads by example from be-
hind the plate. 

“i am not overly vocal,” 
Buntin said. “i don’t re-
sort to emotional pregame 
pump-up speeches, but 
i’m always striving to do 
the right thing and always 
looking for ways to better 
myself.” 

senior pitcher Brittany 
o’donnell said Buntin 
doesn’t need to be heard 
to lead the younger team-
mates, because the experi-
ence she’s gained from four 
years in an irish uniform 
speaks for itself. 

“her level of play and 
work ethic speaks for it-
self,” o’donnell said. “For a 
catcher to endure the days 
and never complain is a 
special person. i’m proud 
to call her my teammate.” 

Buntin has supported 
the team in a variety of 
ways during her time with 
the irish. as a freshman, 
she filled in wherever she 
was needed, playing part of 

By VICKY JACOBSEN
sports writer

Two seasons ago, the notre 
dame coaching staff wasn’t re-
ally sure what to do with junior 
catcher Forrest Johnson. 

irish coach mik aoki, who was 
then in his first year at notre 
dame, took the unpolished 
freshman aside to let him know 
he might not get a chance to play 
with the team.

pitching coach chuck ristano 
saw potential in Johnson’s mon-
ster arm and tried to convert him 
into a pitcher.

But Johnson didn’t show much 
more promise on the mound.

“coach ristano took me out 
and we threw a bullpen. Fastball 
looked pretty good, slider was 
okay,” Johnson said. “The deal 
breaker was the changeup. i’ve 
never been a pitcher my entire 
life, i’ve always been a catcher, 
so naturally i wouldn’t have a 
changeup lined up. But i threw a 
changeup 90 feet over the back-
stop, so that was the end of my 
pitching career here.”

But even as Johnson spent his 
first two seasons at notre dame 
relegated to the bench and the 
bullpen, he was impossible to 

ignore, in part because of his 
relationship with his fiery older 
brother, cole, who graduated in 
2011.

“Forrest is a pretty intense kid. 
we got to know his personality by 
getting to know his older brother, 
who pitched for us,” ristano said. 
“we play a game in the bullpen 
when pitchers try to match each 
other’s pitches, and Forrest was 
catching cole. and cole didn’t 
think Forrest was doing a good 
enough job, so in the middle of 
the bullpen cole would yell at his 
brother. and even though i’m the 
coach, i can’t do anything to stop 
a brotherhood rivalry, so i tried 
to make sure they didn’t kill each 
other.”

Threats of bodily harm aside, 
the younger Johnson said his 
older brother motivated him 
even when he knew there was no 
guarantee of playing time in his 
future.

“he’s definitely one of my he-
roes, because he had a similar ex-
perience to what i did. he was a 
recruited walk-on here and then 
worked his way up the system,” 
Johnson said. “he ended up get-
ting drafted and is doing great 

see BunTin PAGE 17 see Johnson PAGE 17


