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ND, South Bend join White House initiative

Notre Dame and the city of South Bend will collaborate as a part of the MetroLab Network

ByKATIE GALIOTO

News Writer

The White House announced
a new program on Monday that
aims to address urban prob-
lems in cities across the coun-
try, including New York City,
Chicago, Los Angeles — and
South Bend.

David Murphy, director of
the ESTEEM graduate program
and associate dean of entre-
preneurship in engineering
and science, said Notre Dame
and South Bend were selected
to participate in the MetroLab
Network, a program that en-
ables universities and local gov-
ernments to work together to
find innovative ways to address

cities’ needs.

“The interesting thing about
the South Bend-Notre Dame re-
lationship is we really are kind
of punching above our weight
in terms of city size,” Murphy
said. “We are clearly the small-
est city, so we feel blessed and
fortunate to be a part of the
MetroLab Network. We also
feel we have a lot to contribute
and are excited to learn from
what some of the bigger cities
are doing with their university
partners.”

Santiago  Garces, South
Bend’s chief innovation officer
and Notre Dame class of 2011,
said the MetroLab Network

see CITIES PAGE 5

MICHAEL YU | The Observer

South Bend Mayor Pete Buttigieg speaks at a College Democrats meeting last year. Monday at the White
House, Buttigieg helped introduce the MetroLab Network, which facilitates university-city collaborations.

Students react to earthquake

By CLARE KOSSLER

Associate News Editor

Traveling abroad can be an
overwhelming experience, even
without a natural disaster.

For junior John Huber, one of
13 Notre Dame students spend-
ing the fall semester in Santiago,
Chile, the 8.3-magnitude earth-
quake that struck the country
Wednesday was “an interesting
welcome to Chilean culture.”

“When the earthquake was
going on, I felt a mixture of ex-
citement and uncertainty,’
Hubersaidinan email. “..I1think
our group as a whole was a little
bit shaken, but we're completely
fine.”

According to an article from
The Weather Channel, the
earthquake — which was cen-
tered 145 miles north-northwest
of Santiago — resulted in 15-foot
tsunami waves along Chile’s

coastline, as well as tsunami
warnings in locations as far as
Hawaii, California and even
Japan. The same article said the
earthquake has directly or indi-
rectly caused at least 11 deaths.

All 13 Notre Dame students
studying abroad in Santiago
were unharmed.

Junior Rachel Francis said her
parents were visiting her from

see CHILE PAGE 5
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Group boosts campus spirit

By SELENA PONIO

News Writer

On home game Saturdays, 11
students hide behind mysterious
personas and gold spandex, roam-
ing campus to greet Notre Dame
fans who seek the perfect photo
opportunity.

These 11 men make up the Gold
Gang, a group currently in its sec-
ond year on campus. For every
home game, they go out in their
morph suits to add amemorable el-
ement to the game day experience
atNotre Dame.

see GOLD PAGE 5

Photo courtesy of Ryan O’Donnell

Members of the Gold Gang strike poses on God Quad. The group
appears on game days to take pictures with fans.

SMC panelists
speak on assault

CAITLYN JORDAN | The Observer

Saint Mary’s senior Bri O’Brien, left, discusses strategies for sexual
assault prevention Thursday in the Student Center.

By ALEXWINEGAR

Associate Saint Mary’s Editor

The justice education pro-
gram at Saint Mary’s spon-
sored a panel of eight students
Thursday in the atrium of the
Student Center, where the
student panelists discussed
changes that need to be made
regarding sexual assault on
campus.

The panel consisted of stu-
dents involved in the justice
education board, presidential
task force and Belles Against

Violence Office (BAVO).
Panelists were: Maggie
Langenfeld, Caylin McCallick,
Nicole Caratas, Kayla Gaughan,
Alex Shambery, Bri O’Brien,
Katie Dwyer and Vanessa
Odom (Editor’s note: Nicole
Caratas is a news writer for the
Observer).

“Rape and sexual assault are
not natural consequences,”
Dwyer said. “They are con-
sequences of disrespecting
someone else ... [and] it

see PANEL PAGE 4
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QUESTION OF THE DAY:

What is your favorite Starbucks drink?

Have a question you want answered?
Email photo @ndsmcobserver.com

Cary Palmer
sophomore
Breen-Phillips Hall

“Green tea latte.”

Kate Girdhar
junior
Lyons Hall

“Peppermint hot chocolate.’

Erin Aucar
senior
Farley Hall

“Caramel iced coffee.”

y

junior

Erin Prestage
sophomore
Lyons Hall

“Earl grey tea.”

Shannon Kronenberger
sophomore
Lyons Hall

“Strawberry acai refresher.”

Kate Walsh

Walsh Hall

“Peppermint mocha.”

ANNMARIE SOLLER | The Observer

Summer Service Learning Program scholarship recipients celebrated at the James F. Andrews Scholars dinner Thursday night in
McKenna Hall. This year, 200 students went on Summer Service Learning Programs, and 50 received scholarships.

THE NEXT FIVE DAYS:

Friday

Blackhawks Training
Camp

Compton Family Ice
Arena

10:30 a.m.-12:40 p.m.
Team opens training.

The Future of the
Past

Hesburgh Library

4 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Lecture on revival of

Ireland from 1891-1922.

Saturday

Football vs. Georgia
Tech

Notre Dame Stadium
3:30 p.m.

The Irish take on the
Yellow Jackets.

Alcoholics
Anonymous Meeting
Geddes Hall

12 p.m.-1p.m.
Sessions led by AA
members.

Sunday

La Misa en Espaiiol
Dillon Hall

1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
All are welcome to
elebrate Mass in
Spanish.

Vespers

Bascilica of the Sacred
Heart

715 p.m.-8:15 p.m.
Evening prayerin the
Lady Chapel.

Monday

Getting Started in
Research

Brownson Hall
4p.m.-5p.m.
Workshop on research
project process.

Discussion with
Chilean Ambassador
Visitation Hall
5p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Discussion on Latin
American affairs.

Want your event included here?
Email news@ndsmcobserver.com

Tuesday

Blood Drive

Rolfs Sports
Recreation Center
1Ma.m.-530p.m.
Sign up on www.
givebloodnow.com.

Tai Chi in the
Galleries

Snite Museum of Art
4p.m-5pm.

Calm down with
rhythmic movements.
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Author shares new novel

By HALEIGH EHMSEN
Saint Mary’s Editor

The English department's
Visiting Writer Series kicked
off Thursday in the newly ren-
ovated Welsh Parlor, where the
author of the novel "Pretty Is"
Maggie Mitchell shared her
experience crafting the novel
and read excerpts from the
book.

Assistant  professor  of
English Dionne Bremyer said
she met Mitchell in a writing
group and has been impressed
to see “Pretty Is” come to frui-
tion from drafts written years
ago.

“I was very fortunate to read
some of the first drafts in a
writing group we were in to-
gether in Georgia,” Bremyer
said. “It’s been amazing to
see the way the novel has
developed."

A New York Times book re-
view called “Pretty Is," “[A]
stunning, multilayered debut.
...What a satisfying novel, with
its shifting perspectives and
competing stories and notion
that our relationship to the
truth changes with time and
distance.”

Mitchell read excerpts from
her novel, which is told in

alternating voices from two
narrators.

Mitchell said the premise of
the novel is the relationship
between two characters Lois
and Carly May, who were kid-
napped for two months when
they were 12.

As the book progresses,
Mitchell said, Lois writes a
novel that is mildly popular
and gets a movie deal in which
Carly May, who has changed
her name to Chloe, is cast.

Mitchell said she was in-
spired to write her book after
following a story in the news-
paper about two girls who had
been abducted. A man held
them captive for several days
and eventually they escaped
together, she said.

“What stuck with me was
that two girls the same age,
who didn’t know each other ...
had spent those days trying to
save their lives,” Mitchell said.
“I was interested in how they
would have bloomed in each
other's minds and about the
relationship that would devel-
op between them.”

Mitchell said “Pretty Is” is
really about the relationship
between the two girls, who
throughout the process of the
novel, grow up and apart.

Write News.

Email us at

news@ndsmecobserver.com

“Abduction is a mecha-
nism in the story and [it] gets
them out of their rough home
lives, but it’s a bond only they
can ever quite understand,”
Mitchell said.

She began the novel in early
2009, but said much of the writ-
ing process was scattered and
she had to work to find time for
writing as life happened.

Mitchell said she didn’t fig-
ure the whole story out at first,
but it came to her over the
years as she was writing, re-
vising and thinking about the
story.

“I knew they would end up
in British Columbia, but a lot
of the littler plotting comes
down to the writing process,”
she said. “I thought of the end-
ing while driving from Georgia
to New York.”

Responding to a question
about the difficulties of wom-
en getting published, Mitchell
said she didn’t feel discrimina-
tion was an issue when work-
ing on “Pretty Is.”

“Novels by men tend to get
taken more seriously, but I
never thought that was a prob-
lem with my work,” she said.

Contact Haleigh Ehmsen at
hehmse0l1@saintmarys.edu

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Stadium vendors
reduce prices

By MATTHEW McKENNA
News Writer
Student government has

worked with auxiliary services
and Centerplate — the conces-
sions vendor in the stadium
— to create new options for
students on game day, includ-
ing lower soft drink prices and
combination deals.

Student body president
Bryan Ricketts said stadium
concession stand management
contacted him over the sum-
mer to strategize ways to in-
crease sales to students.

"We said the number one
thing is the prices,” Ricketts
said. “A student walks into the
stadium, sees the prices are not
for them, and decides not to
buy anything.”

Student government chief
of staff Dan Sehlhorst said
issues of student accessibil-
ity had come up in his role on
the bookstore committee and
spread to a discussion of con-
cession prices.

“That was where this all
started about prices and at-
tainability of different things
for students, and concessions
was something that had come
up,” Sehlhorst said. “After that,
concessions came to us and we
were able to give them some
more concrete ideas.”

Ricketts said he worked with
the vendors to find creative
ways to reduce prices. The
price for a 12 oz. bottle of wa-
ter has been reduced from $2
to $1, while souvenir sodas will
now sell for $3. Additionally,
vendors will now offer various
combos, such as a souvenir
soda and a popcorn box for $5.
These combos offer savings of
up to $5.50.

"I did recommend that com-
bos would be a good idea,”
Ricketts said. “Also, when it’s
hot like this, but even when it’s
cold, and everyone is packed

in and sweating, lowering
the price of water had to be a
priority.”

Sehlhorst said one of the
reasons they prioritized a dis-
count on water was a concern
for student wellness.

“People need some water
during the game for differ-
ent reasons, and we wanted to
make sure if anything would
be cheaper, it would be water,”
Sehlhorst said.

Ricketts said while making
sure students are hydrated dur-
ing the game is very important,
they also wanted to address the
struggle a student has choos-
ing between forgoing the third
quarter pretzel or spending ten
dollars.

Sehlhorst said he and
Ricketts provided a list of rec-
ommendations to concessions
for more creative options.

“One of our suggestions
was more seasonal-type op-
tions,” Sehlhorst said. “So

for Halloween, we suggested
having some things that are
Halloween-themed. I think the
apple cider kind of came out of
that suggestion.”

Ricketts said he was able
to participate in a walk test
around the stadium and use his
student perspective to help de-
cide which concession stands
will have student prices.

“There’s only students in
certain sections, so there’s no
reason to spread these prices
everywhere,” Ricketts said.
“They had one concession
stand marked off for student
prices and I pointed out you
couldn’t access that stand as
you could others and it would
be a waste of time.”

“Gamedayisa
special experience
for everyone who
is there, and
students are an
integral part of
that.”

Bryan Ricketts
student body president

“We had to think about
what realistic traffic patterns
are when a student enters the
game,” he said. “Telling them
something as simple as that
can help to shape the student
experience.”

Ricketts said game day
shouldn’t feel like a corporate
entity that exists to make as
much money as possible, and
the new prices help to make
sure that is clear.

“If 'm a hungry student, food
is a reasonable option now,”
Ricketts said. “Game day is a
special experience for every-
one who is there, and students
are an integral part of that.
Everything from the seating to
the food options to the pricing
should reflect that.

“One of our biggest priorities
has always been looking out
for every student, regardless
of their socioeconomic back-
ground. You shouldn’t have to
forgo getting food when all of
your friends are.”

Sehlhorst said lowering con-
cession prices is part of a larger
effort by student government
to create a welcoming envi-
ronment for students of all
backgrounds.

"This falls under the larger
topic of inclusion, which is
something we’ve been broadly
looking at along socioeconom-
ic lines, issues of race, issues
of gender and issues of sexual
orientation,” Sehlhorst said.
“These are all things that our
campus has been exploring in
much greater depth over the
last three or four years.”

Contact Matthew McKenna at
mmckenl2@nd.edu
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Kellogg Institute hosts
Romero book launch

By MEGAN VALLEY

News Writer

The Kellogg Institute for
International Studies host-
ed a book launch Thursday
for “Archbishop Romero and
Spiritual Leadership in the
Modern World,” edited by Fr.
Robert S. Pelton, a Kellogg
Institute faculty fellow.

Fifteen people, including
Pelton, made contributions to
the book. Four contributors
were at the launch Thursday
evening: Margaret Pfeil, asso-
ciate professional specialist in
the department of theology, Fr.
Michael E. Connors, director
of the John S. Marten program
in homiletics and liturgics, Fr.
Gustavo Gutiérrez, the John
Cardinal O’Hara professor of
theology and Thomas Kelly,
professor of systematic theol-
ogy at Creighton University.

Archbishop Oscar Romero,
the fourth archbishop of San
Salvador, spoke out against so-
cial injustice and poverty and
was assassinated while say-
ing Mass in 1980. Pelton said
Romero’s legacy continues to
unite people in El Salvador and

has a particularly strong influ-
ence on younger generations.

“There’s been, in a certain
sense, a rediscovery of Romero
among younger people in El
Salvador,” he said. “We had
other people who were really
remarkable and extraordinary
coming together.”

After  Pelton  explained
Romero’s cultural significance
and influence, the featured
contributors spoke about their
pieces in the book. Kelly spoke
first and said Romero may not
have been the same iconic
martyr if not for his friend
Rutilio Grande, a Jesuit priest
and friend who was assassi-
nated in 1977.

“What I found was that
Rutilio was very influential on
Romero,” Kelly said. “Anytime
you measure the influence of
one person on another, it is an
imprecise art. While one can
see connections and explain
convergences and postulate
references, in the end it may be
only possible to demonstrate
that there was an influence.”

Connors then talked about
his piece, which he said was
inspired by Pfeil's work on

how Romero
preaching.

“I took my initial cues from
Margaret Pfeil’s excellent con-
tribution on transfiguration,”
Connors said. "Margaret un-
derstood very well that preach-
ing was central to Romero’s
self-understanding. Maybe not
atfirst, but certainly as he grew
in the church and in his role.
And she knew that self-under-
standing brought no false di-
chotomy between speaking on
God’s behalf and speaking on
behalf of the oppressed.”

Because of the character
of Romero's assassination,
Gutiérrez said Romero repre-
sents a new kind of martyr.

“He was very conscious to
be ready to give his life for the
Gospel, but also for the people,
the people of El Salvador,” he
said.

The book comprises the
collected papers from Notre
Dame’s most recent confer-
ence to honor the memory of
the witness of Romero, who
was beatified earlier this year.

approached

Contact Megan Valley at
mvalley@nd.edu

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Panel

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

happens when people don’t
consider a person enough of a
person.”

Last week, Annie Clark and
Andrea Pino — both of whom
were featured in the documen-
tary “The Hunting Ground” —
spoke at Saint Mary’s and Notre
Dame and expanded on many
important issues, Langenfeld
said.

“An important issue they
mentioned was compliance ver-
sus commitment,” Lagenfeld
said. “We see this with a lot of
issues, but particularly on col-
lege campuses.”

McCallick said she thought
the campus was more compli-
ant than committed in regards
to sexual assault.

“As far as our efforts on
campus, [ think the univer-
sity is more compliant than
committed,” McCallick said.
“Personally I think that there
is not a strong effort to change
policy.”

The panel also discussed col-
lege alcohol culture, and both
Langenfeld and Odom said no
matter how much alcohol stu-
dents might consume, alcohol
is not a cause of sexual assault,
but a tool.

“Sexual assault is not a natu-
ral consequence of alcohol,”

Odom said. “Whatis happening
... is happening everywhere. ...
We put alcohol on a pedestal.”

Odom said the vulgar lan-
guage heard on college cam-
pusesis also a part of the sexual
assault issue.

“The language used around
campus, like calling the bus
‘the sluttle,” is an issue,” Odom
said. “I hear it just as much, if
not more [at Saint Mary’s], than
when I'm across the street.”

Throughout the panel, stu-
dents addressed topics like sex-
ual assault survivor resources
and who survivors can talk to.

Junior Maranda Pennington
said she would like to have the
LGBTQ community represent-
ed more in the sexual assault
conversation.

“What I'd like for you to ad-
dress on the task force is that
being out on this campus, a lot
of times the language that is
used is disrespectful,” she said.
“I want the LGBTQ community
to be recognized at the task
force.”

Gaughan said the presiden-
tial task force will meet for the
first time Friday. She said the
task force is investigating mak-
ing all sexual assault and Title
IX documents the same across
the Notre Dame, Saint Mary’s
and Holy Cross campuses.

Contact Alex Winegar at
awineg0l@saintmarys.edu
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Cities

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

is part of the White House’s
“Smart Cities” initiative, which
focuses on using technology
and science to help communi-
ties tackle local challenges.

“The MetroLab Network is
a collection of city-university
partnerships that are devel-
oping the framework to share
expertise and share resources,
trying to figure out how we can
create solutions to problems us-
ing new technologies and new
approaches,” Garces said.

The MetroLab Network will
examine problems such as
crime, traffic, air quality, water
quality, sewage and education,
Murphy said.

Murphy said because Notre
Dame is one of the premier
research institutions in the
country, it could impact com-
munities all over the world by
sharing its results.

“The research here at Notre
Dame is always ongoing, al-
ways challenging, always excit-
ing,” he said. “The question’s
going to be how to harness that
[research] and direct it to ad-
dress pressing problems in this
city and in other cities.”

As part of the MetroLab
Network, Notre Dame and
South Bend will get access
to expertise and resources
they may not otherwise have,
Garces said. The program aims
to share urban solutions with
other cities across the nation.

“As we start confronting
some bigger issues, including

sustainability, engagement and
inclusion of different residents

. we will probably benefit a
lot from being able to share
ideas and share approaches in
looking at the entire collection
of cities and laboratories that
are trying different methods
to confront these big questions
and big problems,” he said.

Murphy said Notre Dame
and South Bend have a rich
history of successful collabo-
ration. EmNet, a South Bend-
based company that designs
and produces technology to
control overflow in city sew-
age systems, is just one exam-
ple of the effectiveness of this
partnership.

According to Murphy, Notre
Dame research labs produced
a sensor that was eventually
installed in South Bend sewer
systems, allowing the city to
open and close gates and direct
the water flow away from areas
in danger of flooding. EmNet
commercialized this product.

“That’s a great example of
technology coming out of re-
search labs at Notre Dame that
can be deployed in a very prac-
tical setting, in this case the
city municipalities,” Murphy
said. “We then look to how we
can share this technology with
other cities.”

Murphy and Garces traveled
to Washington D.C. on Monday
to attend the “Smart Cities” fo-
rum, where South Bend Mayor
Pete Buttigieg announced
the MetroLab Network with
Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto
at a White House event. South
Bend was chosen to be one of

seven cities on the program’s
steering committee, Murphy
said.

Garces said he believes the
program has the potential to
help generate a sense of civic
pride and create economic ben-
efits in South Bend.

“I think that, for South Bend
in particular, this opportunity
of continuing to redefine itself
and make use of our strengths
as a city can give us the oppor-
tunity to build pride in the city,”
Garces said. “We can build
a bridge for people that have
gone to Notre Dame that are
researchers and students and
Ph.D.s who might want to stay
and work and solve these very
exciting problems by develop-
ing exciting solutions.”

According to a University
press release, Notre Dame and
South Bend have chosen four
projects on which to focus.
The projects will include new
methods of cleaning the water
in the St. Joseph River, assess-
ments of local neighborhoods,
a community-based research
course and a downtown wire-
less network.

Murphy said he believes the
MetroLab Network will help
Notre Dame fulfill its duty to
serve humanity by sharing its
innovative ideas with the rest of
the world.

“We feel like we are on the
cusp of something very cool,
in the sense of what this could
mean, not just for our cities, but
for the world,” he said.

Contact Katie Galioto at
kgalioto@nd.edu

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Chile

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the U.S. when the earthquake hit.
They had taken a trip to the coast
and were preparing to go out to
dinner when they felt the first
tremors, she said.

“I felt pretty terrified initially
and was having a hard time rush-
ing to get my shoes on, but at the
same time felt this need to stay
calm, especially for my parents,”
Francis said in an email. “Chile is
such a seismic country, and I had
felt some really little tremors be-
fore, but nothinglike this.

“And I just felt the need to kind
of guide my parents — it felt like
the roles were switched — be-
cause they were here visiting me
in my now second home.”

Junior Jackie Bruns said from
what she’s seen, the earthquake
has caused relatively little dam-
age to the country’s capital.

“I was in the metro when the
earthquake happened,” Bruns
said in an email. “I only knew it
was happening because all the lit-
tle old ladies stopped and looked
up at the lights swinging above
them.

“You couldn’'t feel much in
the metro. But once I got home, I
could feel the aftershocks which
were actually prettybig. Iliveinan
apartment on the 19th floor, and
all the paintings were swaying

and it was pretty crazy.”

J. Nicholas Entrikin, vice presi-
dent and associate provost for
internationalization, said the
University took immediate ac-
tion upon receiving news of the
earthquake. Notre Dame has a
standard procedure in place for
establishing contact with stu-
dents and their host families in
the wake of national disasters, he
said.

“As soon as we heard about the
event, which was just a couple
hours after it happened I think,
we started our basic communica-
tion process to make sure that ev-
eryone was safe,” he said.

This is not the first time Notre
Dame has dealt with an event
like Wednesday’s quake in Chile.
Entrikin said several years ago,
the University had to evacuate
students studying in Japan fol-
lowing the 2011 tsunami and sub-
sequent nuclear meltdown.

“We monitor the situation as
best we can, we have people on
the ground — those are our usu-
al points of contact,” he said. “..
Each situation is unique but we
have a protocol for reaching out
to students and staying in close
communication with them.”

Editor’'s Note: News Editor
Margaret Hynds contributed to this
report.

Contact Clare Kossler
ckossler@nd.edu

Gold

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Junior Ryan O’Donnell works
as a guide for the Gold Gang and
speaks for the men behind the gold
spandex, whose job requirements
include an oath of silence while
working.

“You're not allowed to knowwho
they are — it defeats the illusion of
the Gold Gang,” O’'Donnell said.

O’Donnell said the Gold Gang
supplements the traditional Notre
Dame game day atmosphere so
many fans travel across the coun-
try to experience.

“It's different, it’s unique and
I don't know how many other
schools have this,” O’'Donnell said.
“I personally like the ‘wow’ fac-
tor, like the ‘What is that? Why are
there people in gold suits?’ reaction
thatwe get.”

According to the Gold Gang's
website, the 11 members represent
Notre Dame’s 11 football national
championships. The group’s web-
site tells the fantastical backstory
of how the Gold Gang came into
being after a night at the lab, where
Knute Rockne was working on bot-
tling the Notre Dame spirit.

“We love our school and we’ll do
whatever we can to show you how
great Notre Dame is,” O’'Donnell
said. “It functions similarly to what
the cheerleaders and leprechaun
do, just to give that greater promo-
tion of the Fighting Irish mentality.”

Sophomore Aline Irihamye said
her experience with the Gold Gang
last year started off as initial curi-
osity and then ended with a picture
that her and her friends look back
on (Editor’s note: Aline Irihamye is a
news writer for the Observer).

“I found out that one of my

friends was one of the Gold Gang
members, but he wasn't allowed
to tell me while in the morph suit,”
Irihamye said. “I just remember
one of the Gold Gang people ges-
turing wildly at me with his hands,
and me wondering why he was do-
ingthat.”

Anonymity is an important ele-
ment in the Gold Gang group, and
on their website each member is
listed as a number — each corre-
sponding to a national champion-
ship year — rather than a name in
order to preserve their element of
mystery and intrigue.

O’Donnell said one of his favor-
ite memories working as a guide for
the Gold Gang came when a little
girl who was initially scared of the
members eventually warmed up
to them and started dancing with
them.

“Last year we dropped by this
tailgate and thislittle girl screamed
like she was afraid,” O’Donnell
said. “The next thing I know,
they're all dancing together and
having a fun time and they were
really sad when we had to go some-
where else.”

The Gold Gang frequents
hotspots such as LaFortune and
Notre Dame Stadium duringhome
games and takes pictures with ev-
eryone, whether or not they are
cheering for Notre Dame.

“If you see us on campus, come
take your picture with us be-
cause that’s what we're here for,”
O’Donnell said. “Create a lasting
memory and put it on Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter and en-
joy your game day and know that
we're here to help you enjoy it even
more.”

Contact Selena Ponio at
sponio@nd.edu
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INSIDE COLUMN

Reconsider
Bieber’s best

Matt McMahon

Scene Writer

I don’t mean to start one of those
Observer fights, especially not with a fel-
low scene writer, but recently one of my
co-workers published an article centered
on false information. On Aug. 31, cur-
rent Scene Editor Miko Malabute wrote
a piece titled, “What Do You Mean?’
unquestionably Bieber’s Best” praising
Justin Bieber’s lasted single. Malabute
went on to call the track, produced by
Cali The Producer and megastar Skrillex,
“an absolute hit” and “the song of the
(late) summer,” in addition to asserting
the song is without a doubt Bieber’s best.

Unfortunately, because I believe heav-
ily in the ethical journalism, I have to
take to the paper myself to debunk these
claims. The problem is not that “What
Do You Mean,” or the equally good
“Where Are U Now” released by Skrillex
and Diplo as Jack U with vocals con-
tributed by Bieber, are bad; rather, both
songs do contend for the “song of the
summer” title with their dub-inspired
pop sensibilities, capturing and capital-
izing on current dance music trends.

Instead, the issue is that there exists a
song Justin Bieber is involved with that
is so good it may be impossible to better.
Five years ago an unknown music pro-
ducer took Bieber’s single “U Smile” into
“PaulStretch,” an application used to
stretch sound files, and slowed the song
down by 800 percent. The result, posted
to reddit and quickly spread by new sites
such as NPR, AV Club and Gizmodo, was
a beautiful 35-minute ambient song of
epic propositions.

“U Smile (800% Slower),” as it can be
found on the Internet, sounds like an
opus by an artist among the ranks of
mastermind multi-instrumentalist and
producer Brian Eno or the synthetic
music genius Aphex Twin. And, as it
came out of the manipulation of a Justin
Bieber track, the pop star deserves some
credit for its worth.

In fact, it’s Justin Bieber’s voice that
provides some of the best sonic qualities
of the song. The slowing down effect cre-
ates long walls of cascading noise, akin
to serene ocean waves. As a Justin Bieber
song, it’s indecipherable, but the elon-
gated piano notes, reverberating produc-
tion and sweeping vocals transform the
simple, childish ballad into a slow-build-
ing, transcendent orchestral force.

It’s not Bieber’s fault “What Do You
Mean?” can’t stack up to “U Smile (800%
Slower).” Nor is it Malabute’s for over-
sight in reporting. It is simply that the
latter is such an unforeseen aural on-
slaught — one that can regularly induce
chills and thoughts of insignificance in
the grand scheme of the universe — that
it cannot be overlooked when consider-
ing the top of Bieber’s greatest hits.

Contact Matt McMahon at
mmcmaho?7 @nd.edu

The views expressed in the Inside Column
are those of the author and not necessarily
those of The Observer.

On Stonehenge and
student behavior

Ryne Quinlan
Guest Columnist

It’s an excellent time to be a student at the University
of Notre Dame. With fall looming, football booming
and the promise of friends and fun times ahead, every
Notre Dame student has something to look forward to.
As one of those students, I'm very excited to be back.
And just like other students, I like to have fun and ob-
serve traditions. Tradition is an enormous part of what
makes the Notre Dame community so great. Many of
these traditions are centered on football and game day.

As1passed by Stonehenge after our dominating win
over Texas, many students were gathered in and around
the fountain, cheering, screaming and playing in the
water. It looked like a lot of fun. And I understand the
sentiment; it was an exciting football win and the first
home win for many freshmen and students new to
campus. Part of me wanted to join the fun. And part of
me was uncomfortable. Running through Stonehenge
and celebrating inside the fountain is a tradition most
students (if not all) know about. Why was I uncom-
fortable? Well that begins with something that a sur-
prising amount of students don’t know: the history of
Stonehenge itself.

Here’s some history regarding the fountain. Clarke
Memorial Fountain (Stonehenge’s actual name) was
dedicated in 1986 by John Shuff and Maude Clarke, in
memory of her husband John, an Army Officer, and for
all those Notre Dame graduates who had given their
lives in service to our country. Specifically, the memo-
rial honors the sacrifice of the 500 Notre Dame alumni
who died in World War II, Korea and Vietnam. Of the
four arches in the fountain, three scroll the name of a
war: World War 11, Korea and Vietnam, with the fourth
reading “Pro Patria et Pace,” which is Latin meaning
“For Country and Peace.”

Just like any other student, I enjoy our traditions,
and I love to have fun. I remember a Saturday night in
November 2012 — Notre Dame had just defeated Wake
Forest to move to 11-0 on the season and was ranked
No. 3 in the country. Later that evening, both Oregon
and Kansas State fell, moving Notre Dame to No. 1 in
the country. Everyone in my dorm, myself included,
rushed to Stonehenge to celebrate this monumental
moment, a moment ND football hadn’t experienced in
over two decades.

To be honest, as a brand new freshman, I had no idea
even what the name of the fountain was, let alone that
it was a war memorial. It was Stonehenge. And that’s it.

A memorial is meant to be a commemoration, a re-
membrance, unlike just a fountain, which is usually
purely for aesthetic purposes. The Clarke Memorial
Fountain is a way for the Notre Dame community, past
and present, to remember and honor our students and
alumni that have perished fighting for the freedoms
that we enjoy on a daily basis, such as a football. The
Clarke Memorial Fountain represents the strength and
sacrifice of members of our own community, and it
should be treated with solitude and reverence. Now,

I can’t help but think celebrating a victory in a war

memorial is sending the wrong message to anyone who
happens to see it. It's important to ask ourselves as a
student body, what kind of message are we sending
when celebrating inside the memorial? It’s not exactly
an easy question to answer. I'm not a veteran, but I do
believe that many people can understand my concern:
If just one veteran saw our celebration and was of-
fended, I would be very embarrassed as a Notre Dame
student.

I had the chance to talk to Kevin Burke, a Notre Dame
student, resident of South Bend and Army veteran. I
asked his opinion of the celebrations within Clarke
Memorial Fountain to which he responded: “I think
the idea of partying and climbing on a war memorial
is disrespectful. This memorial helps remember and
honor the service and ultimate sacrifice of our Notre
Dame students. When it’s treated like a party zone or
place to celebrate sporting events, it takes away from
the purpose of the memorial. I don’t think students
who party in Stonehenge realize that what they’re do-
ing is disrespectful, but that doesn’t make it any less
disrespectful.”

Burke was a member of the 2nd Stryker Cavalry
Regiment, 4th Infantry Division and the 101st Airborne
Division. He served in Baghdad from 2007 to 2008,
in Afghanistan from 2009 to 2010 and returned to
Afghanistan from 2012 to 2013.

Irealize that advocating against partying in
Stonehenge after football games is not the most popu-
lar opinion. Again, just like most students, I'm all for
having fun and enjoying game day. Running around
in a fountain after a big win with all my friends? Trust
me, that sounds awesome. And I truly believe that
no students mean any disrespect by celebrating in
Stonehenge. But as a student body, we need to think
about the bigger picture. I'm not advocating that we
don’t try to have fun. I'm not trying to advocate that
we throw out the tradition of celebrating around
Stonehenge. I'm challenging us as a student body to
think about how our actions can be perceived. I'm
challenging us to think about what message we could
be sending by climbing around and into a war memo-
rial. Next time we win a big home game (Georgia Tech
anyone?),  hope we think a bit more about what it
means to be partying inside a memorial fountain.

I'd like to leave you all with this, the words of Fr.
Hesburgh regarding Clarke Memorial Fountain in 1986.
These words are inscribed on a plaque near the fourth
column.

“About 500 Notre Dame Alumni gave their lives for
their country and for Peace in World War II, Korea and
Vietnam. In memorializing them, we join our prayers
to their supreme sacrifice as we inscribe this column:
Pro Patria et Pace, For Country and Peace. This is our
Prayer, that all living Notre Dame Men and Women
dedicate themselves to the service of their Country and
World Peace.”

Ryne Quinlan is a senior studying in the Mendoza College
of Business. Ryne can be contacted at rquinlal @nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the author
and not necessarily those of The Observer.
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The right to petition

THE AN i EDITORIAL

The White House hosts a platform on its website called “We the People” that al-
lows citizens to create and sign petitions. The idea behind the platform is simple
but also a 21st century manifestation of one of the most fundamental rights of
Americans.

“The right to petition your government is guaranteed by the First Amendment of
the United States Constitution,” a description on the website reads. ““We the People’
provides a new way to petition the Obama Administration to take action on arange
of important issues facing our country. We created ‘We the People’ because we want
to hear from you. If a petition gets enough support, White House staff will review it,
ensure it’s sent to the appropriate policy experts and issue an official response.”

The White House launched “We the People” in 2011, and according to statistics
from July, a total of 19.5 million users had started more than 400,000 petitions, gar-
nering nearly 28 million signatures. Petitions need 100,000 signatures to receive an
official response, and as of July, the White House has responded to 275 petitions.

A cynic may dismiss “We the People” as a White House public relations ploy. A
hopeless idealist may view it as a necessary and important part of living in a mod-
ern democracy.

We on the Observer editorial board fall somewhere between the cynical and over-
ly idealistic extremes, but we feel the University administration should follow the
Obama administration’s lead and institute a system by which students can petition
the University to respond to issues students care about.

We propose that if 2,000 students — nearly a quarter of the undergraduate popu-
lation — sign a petition to indicate they think an issue is important, the administra-
tion ought to release an official response.

One of our biggest frustrations as a student newspaper is when the University
stays silent on important issues. But we know the frustration we feel extends be-
yond our newsroom.

Earlier this week, sidewalk chalk messages appeared throughout campus de-
manding the University divest from fossil fuel companies. This call for divestment
is not a new one — the We Are 9 movement began in 2013 with the purpose of work-
ing toward a sustainable future, a key part of which is divesting from fossil fuel
companies. But the closest to a full official response to divestment demands the
administration has ever come was in February, when University President Fr. John
Jenkins answered a question on the topic at a town hall meeting.

The divestment issue is just one recent example. Notre Dame students are intel-
ligent, passionate women and men, and we care about the issues that will shape our
world as our generation comes of age. We deserve, then, to thoughtfully and effec-
tively engage on these issues with the generation currently in charge.

With a petition system in place, Notre Dame students could more widely and
democratically communicate with the administration on issues like the Core
Curriculum Review, the Campus Crossroads project and sexual assault.

A system like this would undoubtedly lead to some ridiculous proposals from stu-
dents —in 2012, a “We the People” petition demanding the U.S. government build
a Death Star garnered enough support to warrant an official response. But a system
like this would lead to much more good than bad. Another “We the People” petition,
asking that the practice of “unlocking” cell phones be made legal, eventually led to
the Unlocking Consumer Choice and Wireless Competition Act, which put into law
the petition’s demand.

We envision a system open to students only, perhaps run through the new stu-
dent government online forum, “Onward.” Fr. Jenkins and his office would be
welcome and encouraged to respond to any petition that receives 2,000 signatures,
but depending on the issue, the president’s office could defer to another member of
the President’s Leadership Council for an official response. For example, if a peti-
tion demanding theology remain a core curriculum requirement gathered enough
support, Fr. Jenkins could defer to University Provost Thomas G. Burish to issue an
official response.

We know students might not always agree with the administration’s official re-
sponse, but the fact that the administration would respond at all is beneficial for
students and the administration — it would allow students to get answers on issues
they deem important, and it would allow the administration to clearly articulate its
position on those issues, opening up a necessary channel of communication for the
University.

We recognize this proposal — which began as a simple newsroom discussion —
is unlikely to become a reality, but it’s an idea that would help foster open dialogue
between students and the administration.

We recognize, too, Notre Dame is not a democracy, but we argue that whenever
possible, it ought to try to practice the democratic principles that have guided our
country for 239 years. We do not feel this is asking for too much. Rather, we believe
an engaged and impassioned student body deserves an equally responsive and
genuine administration, always willing to interact with as many students as pos-
sible and do what is best for us all.

Fiorina soars as Trump bores

Gary Caruso
Capitol Comments

Wednesday evening’s second GOP presidential debate
reinforces the adage that the race for the presidency is
a slow crawl that methodically scrutinizes the current
frontrunner to measure that candidate’s resilience. The
media thrives on stories of frontrunners who stumble
or underdogs who prevail against overwhelming odds.
Journalists pounce like a pack of jackals on frontrunners
at the slightest hint of weakness. As a result of their herd-
like assaults, the presidential electoral process steadily
peels back the frontrunner’s personal facades to even-
tually expose each candidate’s character and persona.
This week’s debate clearly skinned the frontrunner and
shuffled support among the other top 10 contenders.

While replete with policy specifics and rhetorical
zingers, the three-hour exchange shaped clear winners
and losers. The biggest loser of the night was real estate
mogul Donald Trump, who led with 23 percent sup-
port. The media orchestrated him to easily overexpose
himself as the hollow-shell candidate many pundits had
predicted. His facial gestures were nearly always frown-
ies. His blunt New York shtick wore on so much that
nobody wants to have a martini with him in his tower. It
is only a matter of time now until his anti-establishment
support dwindles like hot air leaking from a balloon.

On the other hand, Carly Fiorina, a fellow CEO for-
merly with Hewlett-Packard who entered the stage with
a mere four percent in the polls, clearly outperformed
the pack. Her passion, strength and eloquence in op-
position to funding for Planned Parenthood and while
describing her stepdaughter’s drug overdose death
unveiled a persona few had previously seen. She lived
up to expectations so much that she quite possibly has
already earned herself serious consideration as a vice
presidential contender.

The debate established the 11 top card winners, losers

and survivors. Besides Trump, this week’s losers who
could not inspire beyond a catch phrase included Ben
Carson for a lackluster performance; Scott Walker for
his Richard Nixon shiny, sweaty face; Ted Cruz, who
looks like Monty Burns from “The Simpsons”; and John
Kasich, who advocates great moderate positions but
communicates like he is constipated. As strange and
irrational as these reasons might seem, voters are se-
lectively scrutinizing the candidates at this stage of the
process.

The survivors who may come back another day are
Rand Paul because he is Libertarian at heart; Mike
Huckabee, who has a small but loyal base; Chris
Christie, who is the loud, northeastern alter-Trump; and
Marco Rubio, who has a compelling story although he
still seems uncomfortable on stage. These candidates
are like the reality show middle scores who are simply
dismissed to come back next week. Some of them sit on
the bubble and will fall in the near future.

Other than Fiorina, Jeb Bush is the winner because
the party apparatus is tilted toward him and his insider
family. Bush showed some pep along with his routinely
low-key and bland approach. Yet, for all of the media
hype now about the outsiders’ support and success,
Bush is the odds-on favorite to win the nomination by
slogging through the marathon a step or two at a time.
After all, this is the infancy of the campaign season with
many events, elections, caucuses and delegates yet to
win.

Any presidential scholar will caution that the cam-
paign’s infancy is a voters’ discovery period when most
support is fluid. During this early months’ exploration
period of the campaign, voters window-shop for their
candidates before settling on their final choices. It is
not unusual for them to hop from one candidate to
another as polling and popularity ebbs and flows. The
Republican 2012 election cycle is a good case study.

One need not be a professional political pun-
dit or presidential scholar — mere political junkies

understand presidential dynamics as well — to have
chuckled at Newt Gingrich’s wide-eyed claim that he
would be the nominee while on Dec. 13, 2011, he sat atop
his highest level of support at 35 percent. The Real Clear
Politics interactive map of poll averages charts the rise
and fall of every 2012 Republican candidate until one
survived the grueling campaign season.

Prior to December, Mitt Romney led until Aug. 25,
when Rick Perry surpassed Romney. But, oops, on Oct.
4, Romney overtook the dead Perry campaign only to
be ousted by Herman Cain on Oct. 20. Then Gingrich
dethroned Romney on Nov. 21. However, the lead
swapped five more times — back to Romney on Jan. 4,
lost to Gingrich on Jan. 24, again to Romney on Feb. 3,
but then 10 days later to Rick Santorum and finally back
to Romney on Feb. 29 for the duration of the campaign.
It proves that once a frontrunner faces severe scrutiny
and prevents the luster from tarnishing, that campaign
should not come unstitched at the seams.

Let history be our guide as shoppers beware. Four
years ago today, Sept. 18, 2011, the GOP field sat at Rick
Perry with 29.2 percent, Mitt Romney with 19 percent,
Ron Paul with nine percent, Michele Bachmann with 7.5
percent, Newt Gingrich with 5.8 percent, Herman Cain
with 4.8 percent, Rick Santorum with 2.3 percent and
Jon Huntsman at less than a percentage point. The sure
bet of the day back then was the insider establishment
guy — Romney. The system has not changed, so expect a
Bush-Fiorina ticket a year from today:.

Gary J. Caruso, Notre Dame ‘73, serves in the
Department of Homeland Security and was a
legislative and public affairs director at the U.S.
House of Representatives and in President Clinton’s
administration. His column appears every other
Friday. Contact him on Twitter @GaryJCaruso or at
GaryJCaruso@alumni.nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.
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By MATT McMAHON

Scene Writer

Drive far enough south of campus on
Eddy Street, past the typical college town
restaurants and their uninspired culi-
nary variants, past the familiar Notre
Dame flags, and you are prompted by a
series of exit-like signs towards down-
town South Bend. Follow the first sign’s
winding ramp to Mishawaka Avenue,
running along the area’s uniformly low
storefront skyline and by the Indiana
University South Bend flagpoles, and you
will reach China House, a modest, ordi-
nary Chinese take-out restaurant boast-
ing the best Chinese food in the area.

Wedged between a couple of clothing
and art boutiques of varying occupancy
and across from a corner 7-Eleven, China
House is predictable in almost every way;
it’s a tiny, square, walk-in joint with four
of those uncomfortable fast-food booths,
a standing cooler housing some cans of
soda— free with any order over $10—and

Lucy Du | The Observer

a half counter, over which hangs pictures
and prices of some of the restaurant’s
dishes. Their menu includes all of the sta-
ples of astandard Chinese restaurant, but
it’s in its execution that it sets itself apart
from the other local eateries.

Of their staples, the sweet and sour
chicken is by far the best, and the dish
argues to be ordered every single visit,
even at the known risk of never discover-
ing the quality of anything else they have
to offer. The simple, uncomplicated plate
includes light, puffy, tempura-battered
fried chicken bites and a straightfor-
ward, but effective, sweet and sour sauce,
which leans more towards the sweet. The
dish comes with a small side of white rice,
like most of the protein and vegetarian
orders. And the rice shines just as much
as the proteins: soft, sticky and perfectly
cooked — necessities if it is to be coupled
with most orders.

Orders containing vegetables are
usually just as successful. The pepper
steak and onion features crisp, tender

accompaniments, the fried rice is bright
and fresh, with the perfect ratio of carrots
and peas. The mei fun is complex and not
overly saturated. The only dish that I have
ever been disappointed by from China
House is the shrimp and snow peas, and
the disappointment could have been as
much due to personal preference as the
cooks’ execution; slightly undercooked
snow peas provided too much of a bitter
flavor and coarse texture, but they were
certainly better than would have been
the alternative.

China House provides exactly what’s
expected of it as an unassuming Chinese
takeout place and then far exceeds ex-
pectations through its surprisingly supe-
rior food. To be completely candid, I have
no idea how the dishes are plated when
they are prepared for dining in, besides
those I have seen pictured on their in-
store menu. I also am not sure whether
the restaurant has air conditioning or
heating, despite having visited it at times
when either would be useful. What I am

sure of, though, is that China House has
all of the qualities I look for in a Chinese
takeout restaurant.

None of the dishes China House offers
have that slimy MSG coating, the cooks
do not have to overcompensate for lack
of flavor through over-salting, and the
prices are not exorbitant in the least. In
fact, in addition to the aforementioned
free soda with a $10 order, which can be
substituted with a free egg roll, orders
over $20 dollars get a complementary
pint of fried rice, which can be substi-
tuted with a soup of choice. Still, for stu-
dents on a tight budget, the combination
plates, starting under $7 and served with
an egg roll and fried rice, are often more
than enough for a meal. However, for the
leftover-minded, the dishes are nearly as
good out of the refrigerator later in the
night or the next day as they are at their
freshest.

Contact Matt McMahon at
mmcmaho7@nd.edu
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By MIKO MALABUTE

Scene Editor

Sometimes, you need to be
reminded to be careful what
you wish for. Although I was ini-
tially ecstatic about last week’s
episode, after discussing it with
friends I realized that although
it was a fantastic episode for
Notre Dame football fans, there
was little drama or conflict to
keep non-Notre Dame fans
interested.

Emerging from this past week-
end’s last-second thriller against
Virginia, it was painfully clear
what would be the main story-
line behind this week’s episode
of “A Season With Notre Dame
Football.” After Heisman hope-
ful Malik Zaire went down for
the season with a broken ankle,
backup quarterback DeShone
Kizer stepped up and pulled out

a come-from-behind win. With
that, the story for this week was
set into motion.

Early into the episode, the
producers truly laid on heavy
the theme of “next man in,”
having other people step up in
the face of injury and adversity.
Except this was all made in ref-
erence to other starting players
lost to injury, such as Tarean
Folston (who admirably showed
his dedication to be on the field
with his football brothers in any
capacity). However, viewers all
knew which injury in particular
producers were alluding to, and
with every heartwarming scene
of Zaire learning under the tu-
telage head coach Brian Kelly
came a pang of heartbreak an-
ticipating what was to come.

There were references and
highlights of Notre Dame’s dom-
inant win over Texas two weeks

ago, but this episode definitely
focused on the team’s business-
like mentality and focus. The
phrase “burn the boats” was a
central theme across the epi-
sode, alluding to how the Vikings
supposedly burned their boats
to demonstrate their dedication
to an irreversible course: no go-
ing backwards, only forward.
However, for all of the matu-
rity and intensity these play-
ers demonstrated, the cameras
were still able to capture the in-
nocence and playful sides of
these student-athletes. The
players bonded, played a game
of FIFA, laughed and joked
with each other on the trip to
Charlottesville, Virginia. The
playfulness and innocence was
exemplified when room checks
were being done in the team’s
hotel. Room after room, the
players were all messing around

with the staff, while the staff re-
minded them that it was almost
time for “lights out.” Pretty rou-
tine, except when they finally get
to Romeo Okwara and Andrew
Trumbetti’s room. As the staff
opened the door, only Trumbetti
is to be seen in the dark room
... and a very mild “Boo!” out of
Okwara in an attempt to scare
them came from just beside the
doorway. He had been waiting
there for about five minutes just
for that. Good effort.

But the climax was, naturally,
during the Virginia game. The
cameras once again showed
Zaire’s leadership and determi-
nation in the midst of a tightly
contested game. Then, it hap-
pened: Zaire called his own
number, gets caught in an awful
pile and, just like that, his year
is over. The tears shamelessly
poured from his eyes: It was a

powerful display of raw emo-
tion and pain even the viewers
at home could feel.

With everything turning to
chaos, two men in particular
stepped up: Kizer drew up the
middle to convert on fourth
down and then threw an ab-
solute beauty to Will Fuller to
reclaim the lead for good. The
mood in the locker room follow-
ing the win was bittersweet, to
say the least. People were broken
up over Zaire’s injury, but the
determination and grit of this
team was on full display as they
debriefed.

The next episode is sure to be
as entertaining and thrilling as
the first two — let’s just all hope
there are no new injury story-
lines to follow next week.

Contact Miko Malabute at
mmalabut@nd.edu

By MIKO MALABUTE

Scene Editor

How does a show, extending into its
19th season, manage to stay so success-
fuland popular? Well, it continually tack-
les the latest, most controversial topics
talked about across America and doesn’t
apologize for its social commentary.

It’s no secret that, while we as a soci-
ety have grown more culturally sensi-
tive and politically correct for the better,
we may have overcompensated for our
past ignorance and faults. Scene writer
Adam Ramos recently covered how co-
medic legends Jerry Seinfeld, Larry the
Cable Guy and Chris Rock now avoid
performing at campuses because of an
overly sensitive culture that has been
cultivated on college campuses, which

prevent them from performing as they
wish — all in the name of comedy, with
no malicious intent. While we have been
trying to be more sensitive and respect-
ful, it might have gone so far as to deter
anyone from speaking freely, for fear of
tripping up on rhetoric that may simply
be misinterpreted.

Well, “South Park” isn’t afraid to mince
words. In its latest season premiere of the
episode “Stunning and Brave,” we see
a new principal in charge of South Park
Elementary, “P.C. Principal.” After a ver-
bal slip-up by the former principal, P.C.
Principal sets a zero-tolerance standard
for any kind of hate speech or insensitive
remarks. This standard is ramped up
to an absolute extreme, where virtually
everything that is uttered in the school
hallways is policed and censored for the

sake of being politically correct. The
people of South Park choose to remain
silent and limit their own speech — if not
for fear of offending anyone, then for fear
of getting bullied into political correct-
ness by P.C. Principal.

The plot wonderfully mixes together
Caitlyn Jenner, “Deflategate” and fra-
ternity culture in a way only “South
Park” can. The episode received a score
of 7.8 out of 10 according to IGN’s Max
Nicholson; the episode, as Nicholson
put it, “took on political correctness
with scathing wit and truly outrageous
moments.” Kyle Broflovski, often the
voice of reason in the television series,
suffers from a misunderstanding of his
opinion on Caitlyn Jenner — thus be-
gins the relentless torment and bullying
by the members of the “P.C. fraternity.”

Broflovski eventually admits Jenner is in
fact brave for her honesty to herself, and
it is heavily suggested the P.C. fraternity
(and the culture they have now imposed
upon the town) has won.

The episode is laughably ridiculous
and ridiculously funny, and it highlights
a genuine sentiment that has been brew-
ing in today’s America for quite some-
time now. Yes, it is okay to be sensitive
to other cultures — as a matter of fact, I
prefer that to the hateful speech that was
sadly all-too-prevalent in our society not
too long ago. But there is something to
be said about being rational and level-
headed, especially when, in our haste to
defend others, we lash out at everyone.

Contact Miko Malabute at
mmalabut@nd.edu

Lucy Du | The Observer
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Welcome back,
Big Ten

Hunter McDaniel
Sports Writer

Think back to last year at this
time in college football. The
state of the Big Ten Conference
was arguably at its lowest point
ever. Two weeks into the 2014
season, No. 8 Ohio State fell by
two touchdowns to unranked
Virginia Tech in Columbus,
No. 7 Michigan State couldn’t
keep up with Marcus Mariota
and fell apart in the second
half at Oregon, and Michigan
fell even further into disgrace
with a 31-0 drubbing in South
Bend for its first shutout loss
since 1984. And also don’t
forget Purdue, Indiana and
Northwestern all lost to tra-
ditionally inferior MAC op-
ponents Central Michigan,
Northern Illinois and Bowling
Green, respectively.

What happened did not
shock or surprise anyone, ex-
cept maybe the league’s com-
missioner, Jim Delany. The Big
Ten was a shell of its former
self and had been for the bet-
ter part of the previous decade.
The 2002 Buckeyes gave the
conference its only national
championship in the entire
BCS era, and from 2004 to 2013,
the league went 1-8 in the Rose
Bowl game, the Big Ten’s an-
nual opportunity to showcase
its conference champion in
January. One win and eight
losses. That’s not good. And
this doesn’t even include the
embarrassing scandals that
rocked both Ohio State and
Penn State.

Fans in the Midwest were
not shy about sharing their
discontent at the additions of
Maryland and Rutgers in 2014
either, the former coming off
a 7-6 (3-5 ACC) season and the
latter a 6-7 (3-5 AAC) season in
2013.

This recap should not come
as a surprise. The Big Ten was
the laughing stock of the rest
of the Power-5 college football
world, the butt of every joke.
What should be surprising,
however, is the dramatic re-
versal that has occurred in just
one year.

Ohio State, coming off an
inexplicable run through
Alabama and Oregon in the
inaugural College Football
Playoff, looks almost unbeat-
able through two games this
year. The Buckeyes possess not
one but three fantastic quarter-
backs, four possible Heisman
candidates and at least three
legitimate NFL talents in run-
ning back Ezekiel Elliot, de-
fensive end Joey Bosa and left
tackle Taylor Decker.

Michigan State, often an af-
terthought throughout college
football and even in the state of
Michigan, has finished in the

top five of the AP poll in two
consecutive years and is fresh
off a huge win over Oregon that
could propel it into the playoff
come season’s end.

And as much as it pains me to
say it, the Wolverines are well
on their way back to the top
with the return of head coach
Jim Harbaugh and a boatload
of recruits already committed
for next fall.

In addition, so far this season
Northwestern knocked off No.
21 Stanford, and Minnesota
nearly shocked No. 2 TCU in
week one. While Nebraska
was the first victim of BYU'’s
Hail Mary sensation Tanner
Magnum, and Wisconsin failed
to keep pace with Alabama,
neither program is far from
competing for championships
either.

Even Penn State currently
has a top-five recruiting class
in the works and potential first-
round draft pick in junior quar-
terback Christian Hackenburg
guiding the Nittany Lions this
year.

There are some programs
with a lot of work to do, but
every conference has perennial
bottom-dwellers. It would be
wrong to argue such programs
define the Big Ten as a whole.
The Big Ten has a lot of work
to do in order to sniff the suc-
cess the SEC held over the rest
of college football for the last
10 years. And the powerhouse
programs in the ACC, Big 12
and Pac-12 will have something
to say about the Big Ten’s recent
success in the coming months.

But the Big Ten is light years
ahead of where anyone expect-
ed it to be in 2015. Obviously it
would be a mistake to crown
either Michigan State or Ohio
State college football’s best just
yet. Along season remains, and
anything can happen.

As of this writing, however,
some chatter is brewing that
two spots in the playoff could
possibly belong to two Big
Ten teams. Some even argue
when the Spartans travel to
Columbus in November, that
game could simply determine
which team gets the No. 1 seed
and which gets the No. 4 seed
in the playoff.

I'm not predicting that’s
what’s going to happen, but
remembering the state of the
conference just one year ago to-
day makes me think that any-
thing is possible, and it’s simply
good for the sport to have one
of its top leagues competing
again.

Welcome back, Big Ten.

Contact Hunter McDaniel at
hmcadanil @nd.edu

The views expressed in this
Sports Authority are those of the
author and not necessarily those
of The Observer.

Interhall
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quarterback will be up
against a tough defensive line.

“[The defensive line is] pret-
ty strong; they really like to
block passes,” Hoelting said.
“It’s their favorite activity to
just knock them down.”

The Lions and Wildcats will
meetat6 p.m. at LaBar Practice
Complex.

Alumni vs. Siegfried

With pads strapped onto
shoulders, cleats laced, hel-
mets lowered snuggly onto
sweat-glistened heads, the
men of Alumni and Siegfried
will kick off their interhall sea-
sons Sunday.

It's a matchup between
South Quad and Mod Quad,
a fierce first test between the
Dawgs and the Ramblers.

In the first game of the in-
terhall football schedule, both
teams are looking to start off
with a win and work towards
the championship in Notre
Dame Stadium.

Siegfried is looking to start
off well, Ramblers senior safety
and captain Grady Schmidt
said. His team will try to con-
trol the line of scrimmage on

both sides of the ball.

“I'm feeling confident,”
Schmidt said. “We have a lot
of good players on our team,
so we're going to rely on our
athleticism to make some
plays. Alumni is always tough,
though, so I'm looking forward
toit.”

Looking to spoil Siegfried’s
day and get its own first win is
Alumni, a team in a rebuild-
ing stage following the loss of
many key seniors two years
ago.

“I believe that Alumni has
been practicing well and that
the players are starting to work
well together as a team,” junior
captain Nick Lund said. “I look
forward to a good season this
year.”

Alumni is an offensively
minded team, Lund said, and
will try to move the ball con-
sistently, led by senior quarter-
back Trevor Hurley.

The game will be played
at Stepan Fields at 2:15 p.m.
Sunday.

Badin vs. Farley

Badin and Farley enter the
interhall season already look-
ing toward the final at Notre
Dame Stadium.

Badin captain Margaret Long
said she has big expectations

for the season.

“[We have] a great team co-
hesiveness that has been miss-
ing the past few years,” Long
said. “[We will] work well to-
gether and have a strong start.”

In this first game, Long said
the Badin team will be aiming
to get off to a good start in what
they hope to be a successful
season. Long said the Bullfrogs
are excited to see what they
can do, even with a team thatis
80 percent freshmen.

“All in all, it’s going to be
a good year for Badin,” Long
said.

Badin and Farley will kick
off their seasons Sunday af-
ternoon at LaBar Practice
Complex at4 p.m.

Contact Maureen Schweninger
at mschweni@nd.edu, Anthony
Zappia at azappia@nd.edu,
Joseph Everett at
jeveret4@nd.edu, Margaret
Murphy at mmurph40@nd.edu,
Brenda Moxley at

bmoxley0l @saintmarys.edu,
Montana Giordano at
mgiorda2@nd.edu, Victoria
Llorens at vllorens@nd.edu,
Jack Contrera at
jecontre2@nd.edu, Tommy
O’Rourke at torourk3@nd.edu
and Jacqueline Brebeck at
jbrebeck@nd.edu

MLB | CUBS 9, PIRATES 6

Cubs notch six in the fifth
inning, down Pirates

Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — By win-
ning three of four games in
Pittsburgh, the Chicago Cubs
made a bold move as they try
to catch the Pirates for the
top NL wild card.

Manager Joe
wants more.

Anthony Rizzo started a
six-run fifth inning with his
30th homer, and the Cubs
rallied for a 9-6 victory
Thursday.

Chicago pulled within two
games of the wild-card lead-
ers. Should the teams end up
tied at the end of the regular
season, Chicago would have
home-field advantage, hav-
ing won the season series
with 10 wins in 16 games.

Pittsburgh began the day
four games behind first-
place St. Louis in the NL
Central. The Cardinals were
set to play a night game at
Milwaukee before going to
Chicago for the start of a
three-game series Friday
against the Cubs.

“The division title is still
the goal,” Maddon said.
“That’s what we're after.”

The Cubs turned a 4-3
deficit into a 9-4 lead with
a fifth-inning outburst that

Maddon

CLASSIFIEDS

included a two-run double by
reliever Clayton Richard (4-
2) and RBI singles by Addison
Russell and Tommy La Stella.

Cubs rookie Kris Bryant
had his second straight
three-hit game. La Stella and
Russell drove in two runs
each and were two of four
Chicago players with two
hits, along with Rizzo and
Dexter Fowler.

“The whole group was
outstanding in this series,”
Maddon said. “A lot of good
stuff going on out there with
a lot of guys picking each
other up.”

Richard allowed two runs
in 3 1-3 innings in relief of
starter Kyle Hendricks, who
gave up four runs on three
homers in three innings.
Travis Wood struck out five
in two perfect innings for his
second save.

Richard began the season
with the Pirates’ Triple-A
Indianapolis farm club be-
fore the Cubs purchased his
contract July 3.

“It was a little weird fac-
ing those guys, but you
can’t really think about that
when you’re on the mound,”
Richard said. “I'm just happy
the Cubs gave me an oppor-
tunity and I'm enjoying it.”

Charlie Morton (9-8) lost
for the fourth time in five
starts as he was rocked for

six runs — five earned —
and nine hits in four-plus
innings.

Gregory Polanco and Pedro
Alvarez both homered while
finishing with two hits and
two RBIs for the Pirates.
Travis Snider also went deep,
and Neil Walker and Jordy
Mercer had two hits each.

Polanco hit an RBI single
in the seventh and scored on
Walker’s double to pull the
Pirates to 9-6, but they got no
closer.

“We played hard. We didn’t
play well enough and we
didn’'t play good enough
baseball, and that’s the focus
point,” Pittsburgh manager
Clint Hurdle said of los-
ing the series. “We’ve got to
play better baseball moving
forward.”

The Pirates went ahead 4-3
in the third when Polanco led
off with his ninth home run
and Alvarez hit a two-run
shot, his 24th.

The Cubs built an early
3-0 lead. They scored in the
first inning on a double-play
grounder and then Russell
and La Stella had RBI doubles
in the second

The Observer accepts classifieds every business day from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Notre Dame office,

024 South Dining Hall. Deadline for next-day classifieds is 3 p.m. All classifieds must be prepaid. The

charge is 5 cents per character per day, including all spaces. The Observer reserves the right to edit

all classifieds for content without issuing refunds.
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Manor set to ope€1 s€ason against Duncan

By MAUREEN SCHWENINGER,
ANTHONY ZAPPIA, JOSEPH
EVERETT, MARGARET
MURPHY, BRENDA MOXLEY,
MONTANA GIORDANO,
VICTORIA LLORENS,

JACK CONTRERA, TOMMY
O’ROURKE and JACQUELINE

BREBECK
Sports Writers

Coming off last season as
reigning champs, Morrissey fac-
es Duncan as its first challenge
on the field this Sunday.

Sophomore captain and
quarterback Declan Zidar said
Morrissey is not feeling any
pressure under the spotlight.

“We've got a lot of young guys
on the team this year and pretty
much the same base of guys re-
turning,” Zidar said. “Last year,
I'd say running the ball and de-
fense were our two biggest skills.
This year, we're trying to air it
out a little more, so our passing
game’s gotten a lot better.”

The Highlander defense plans
to rise to the occasion, junior
captain and defensive tackle
Steve Treacy said.

“Linebacker is our best posi-
tion,” Treacy said. “We’ve prob-
ably got six or seven guys who
can rotate in pretty consistently
and make some big plays for us.
We're ready and looking forward
to getting back out there.”

Duncan hasn’t forgotten the
28-0 beating it took last year at
the hands of the Manor. Treacy
said his team sees this weekend
as a second chance.

“We're definitely looking
to get a little revenge,” Treacy
said. “Beat them by a couple
touchdown margin to get them
back for they did to us last year.
We're looking to make it to the
championship.”

Zidar said his team is trying to
keep the game in perspective.

“We're pretty excited to play
Duncan,” Zidar said. “I've got
a lot of friends on that team.
Overall, we're just trying to get
the win.”

Duncan will go for an upset
when both teams play at Stepan
Fields on Sunday at 2:15 p.m.

St. Edward’s vs. Fisher
This first week of the inter-
hall season creates a matchup

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

between St. Edward’s and Fisher,
two teams looking to improve
onresults from a year ago.

St. Ed’s, which went just 1-3 a
season ago, is set to benefit from
an influx of new players, upper-
classmen and freshmen alike.

“On offense, we've got two
good freshman quarterbacks
and 10 or so new players total,”
junior lineman and team cap-
tain Phineas Andrews said.

Thanks to these talented new
quarterbacks and a strong of-
fensive backfield led by junior
running back Jahmel Jordon, St.
Ed’s will look to make versatility
akey to its offense.

As for the defense, Andrews
says the plan is to stick to what
has worked in the past.

“We're going to play aggres-
sively,” Andrews said. “The same
way we always have.”

Fisher, which faced an early
exit from the playoffs last sea-
son, is characterized this fall by
veteran leadership in key posi-
tions on both sides of the ball.
On offense, junior running back
Shannon Massey said the team
would try to get the ball to its
playmakers.

“We've got a lot of people com-
ing back,” Massey said. “So we’ll
be trying to get the ball in our
best players’ hands and just see
what they can do.”

This straightforward strat-
egy could prove effective with
weapons like junior quarter-
back Michael Cooney and senior
receiver Joe Kelly returning as
starters. Defensively, Massey,
who also plays safety, said Fisher
will play a hard-nosed style of
defense.

“[We're] a pretty physical
group that likes to hit,” Massey
said. “[We] will be looking to
send a lot of guys.”

Both teams are eager to get
back on the field this Sunday at
1 p.m., confident improvements
will lead to greater success this
season.

Keenan vs. Keough

Keenan and Keough will kick
off their respective 2015 inter-
hall football campaigns by do-
ing battle at Stepan Fields on
Sunday.

Keenan comes into this year
fresh off a defeat in last year’s

interhall championship, a 3-0
loss to Morrissey. However,
Keenan captain and junior
Michael Koller said he believes
his team has what it takes to get
back to the championship.

“Our defense is definitely pret-
ty strong,” Koller said. “We have
a lot of returnees and with that
comes really good leadership.
We’ve been to the championship
several times during the last few
seasons, so we want to keep that
tradition going.”

Their opponent, Keough,
knows all about interhall cham-
pionships, having hoisted the
trophy two years back. Keough
captain and junior Matthew
Mooney said he believes they too
have the necessary experience.

“We have a fair amount of re-
turning guys, especially within
the running back, safety and of-
fensive line positions,” Mooney
said. “We only run a few plays,
but we know we can run them
well.”

Both captains pointed to the
history of even contests between
these two halls. For Keenan,
Koller said getting off to a good
start will be the key.

“We’ve had trouble with
Keough in the past, so we need
to come out firing strong,” Koller
said. “Establishing the run game
and playing shutdown defense

will be important, because
[Keough] usually has a pretty
strong offense.”

For Keough, Mooney said he
believes big plays could spell the
difference.

“The key to me is who will
make the explosive plays that
can change the game,” Mooney
said.

The game kicks off at 3:30 p.m.
Sunday at Stepan Fields.

McGlinn vs. Pasquerilla
East
McGlinn and Pasquerilla

East kick off their seasons with
what is sure to be an interesting
matchup on Sunday at 5 p.m.

Pasquerilla East’s strong re-
turning defense faces a McGlinn
offense led by senior captain
Megan Fabry. Junior Pyros
receiver and captain Noelle
Gooding says her team boasts
another weapon in the form of
their camaraderie.

“I think [our sense of com-
munity] gives us an advantage
in comparison to other teams
because [it] builds our sense of
spirit and as a team makes us
more cohesive,” Gooding said.

Both teams have been work-
ing hard on the practice fields
preparing for this matchup, but
Gooding said both will contend
with the uncertainties of open-
ing day.

“It’s everybody’s first game, so
we don’t really know what to ex-
pect,” Gooding said. “We're defi-
nitely going to be working out
some kinks, but we're just going
to try to go out there and do what
we've been practicing, give ev-
erybody some time on the field

and just set a good precedent for
the whole season.”

Despite the unpredictability
of the first game, Gooding said
there is one thing she is certain
about.

“The whole point of it is just for
us to get used to it and just get
back into the swing of things,”
Gooding said. “I am absolutely
confident that we will have a
great performance no matter
the outcome.”

McGlinn and Pasquerilla East
will be in action on Sunday at 5
p-m. at LaBar Practice Complex
in what is sure to be an impres-
sive start to both team’s seasons.

O’Neill vs. Dillon

With the beginning of fall
comes the first weekend of in-
terhall football, pitting O’Neill
against Dillon on the men’s side.

O’Neill junior Keenan Bailey
said the Angry Mob are confi-
dent going into the game.

“We'’ve gone all in, you're go-
ing to see Sunday,” Bailey said.
“We don’t run the ball. We are
small. We sling the ball around
to our little freshmen and let
them dance. It’s all or nothing
for O’Neill. Sink or swim.”

O’Neill co-captain, junior
Conor Colpoys, shows an over-
all positive and welcoming
attitude.

“Padded football as an in-
terhall sport is something
Notre Dame has that only a few
schools do, and I'm excited to
do it,” Colpoys said. “It’s a great
way for guys within the hall and
throughout the halls to meet
each other.”

On the other side of the ball,
Dillon sophomore captain John
Walsh talked about his team’s
star players and said the Big Red
will bounce back from their 1-3
season last fall.

“We are led by a freshman
quarterback, Michael Cabhill,
who can really sling it,” Walsh
said. “O’Neill is the first team in
our way. We are looking forward
to a great game and starting on
our road to the playoffs.”

O’Neill and Dillon will lace up
their cleats and strap up their
helmets when they take to the
field at 3:30 p.m. at Stepan Fields.

Walsh vs. Breen-Phillips

Walsh will take on Breen-
Phillips at LaBar Fields, with
both teams looking forward
to the start of the season on
Sunday.

Walsh is looking to make a
return to the playoffs this year
after being ousted in the first
round last season, while Breen-
Phillips is looking to turn their
program around and improve
from their one-win season ayear
ago.

Sophomore Breen-Phillips
captain Megan Resnik says she
feels confident her team will be
ready to play on Sunday.

“We are going to go out there
and play our best,” Resnik said.
“We have some great plays to

run and the team has been
working hard.”

Breen-Phillips’ offensive at-
tack will be led by sophomore
quarterback Katie Sedor. Rensik
described Sedor as a very ath-
letic player who could provide
big plays for the Babes this year.

The Wild Women’s success in
the game could depend on how
well they are able to shut down
Sedor.

Junior Walsh captain
Courtney Davis said her team
is looking to enjoy the game on
Sunday.

“We're expecting to have fun
out on the field and for everyone
on the team to give it their all,”
Davis said.

Davis also said she trusts head
coach Chris Schleckser will have
a great game plan ready to go for
Sunday. Schleckser is in his third
year as the head coach of the
Wild Women. He was described
as a “flag football expert” by
Davis, who credits him for much
of Walsh’s success.

The Wild Women and the
Babes meet on Sunday at 6 p.m.
at LaBar Fields.

Lyons vs. Ryan

Lyons faces Ryan this Sunday
for their first game of the season
and the first matchup between
the two teams in the last three
years.

Senior Ryan captain and re-
ceiver Erin Clark played in the
stadium with her Wildcats team
as a freshman and said she is
itching for another chance.

“We are always trying to be
as competitive as possible,”
Clark said. “We are a team that
takes it very seriously, so that is
always our goal: trying to make
that final push to get to the
championship.”

Lions captain and junior tight
end Melissa Hoelting said her
team comes from a different
background of flag football at
Notre Dame.

“Lyons is bad about having
an athletic presence,” Hoelting
said. “Last year, we only won one
game. This year will be good.
We care a lot more. Our coaches
are there and committed to the
game, and we've been having
more practices.”

Both captains said they rely
on fresh faces and new quarter-
backs to be a positive influence
on the field.

“We took quite a few freshmen
so a lot of young blood,” Clark
said. “But I think it will push re-
turning players to be better, and
I am looking forward to seeing
how they bring a new dynamic
to the team.

“It will definitely be interest-
ing filling the quarterback posi-
tion because our quarterback is
abroad and left some big shoes to
fill, but I think our new quarter-
backis really going to step up. We
are looking for big things.”

Hoelting said the new Ryan

see INTERHALL PAGE 10
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

clearly is still room for im-
provement, and these early
season tournaments are
helping the team see that,
Dilfer said.

The difference between
last year and this year, ac-
cording to Dilfer, is that
the players have bought
into the philosophy of the
new coaching staff under
first-year head coach Jim
McLaughlin. “I think we’ve
completely bought into the
process and the system this
year,” Dilfer said.

“We realize that results
aren’'t necessarily immedi-
ate.Wearen’'tgoingtochange
completely overnight. We're

completely invested, and
that is translating into suc-
cess on the floor,” Dilfer
said. “The coaching staff is
great and seem to be able to
get the best out of us, and so
far it seems to be working.”
Bonneval said she agreed.
“IWe need to maintain]
focus throughout the entire
match and then also play our
game the whole time as op-
posed to playing not as well
because of the team that
we're playing at that time,”
Bonneval said. “And then
just need to hit our shots
like we practiced all week.
We don’t want to let the team
we're playing dictate what
we do, and I think we're
ready for this weekend.”
Arguably the most im-
portant test this weekend

will be the final match
against Purdue, when the
Irish will look to buck their
recent trend against their
cross-state rivals. The
Boilermakers have claimed
three of the last four match-
es and are 9-2 overall at
home against Notre Dame.
Moreover, the Irish were
swept by the Boilermakers
in straight sets almost ex-
actly one year ago, Sept. 20
in West Lafayette.

Bonneval, the lone senior
on the team this year, said
she tries to use her age to her
advantage both on and off
the court.

“It’s definitely a little weird
just cause there’s so many
younger kids that are below
me and that are ready to take
my spot,” Bonneval said. “I

think the biggest thing is
motivation and having such
talented underclassmen def-
initely gives me that.”
Before the start of the sea-
son, Notre Dame made one
of its primary goals winning
the ACC, according to Dilfer.
“The ACC is obviously a
very good volleyball confer-
ence,” Dilfer said. “All of our
preseason matches are im-
portant for us. This weekend,
we have another opportu-
nity to improve and prepare
for the matches down the
road. We've seen a huge im-
provement both in practice
and in matches. Our goal
is to win the ACC and to be
the very best we can be this
year. We're trying to get bet-
ter every single match. We're
just kind of concerned with

getting better every week
and every weekend and to
move forward from there.”

The Irish will use this fi-
nal nonconference slate of
matches to prepare for the
start of conference play next
weekend, when they host
both Louisville and Florida
State.

Hoping to continue their
early-season success, the
Irish kick off the Purdue
Boiler Box Challenge at noon
Friday against Ball State be-
fore turning to South Dakota
in the evening. They will
wrap up the tournament
with their match against
Purdue at 8 p.m. Saturday at
Mackey Arena.

Contact Hunter McDaniel at
hmcdanil@nd.edu

W Soccer
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“If you look at the top 25,
there are seven teams from
the ACC. It’s the toughest
conference in the country,”
Romagnolo said. “You're talk-
ing about having to face top
teams almost every weekend,
so that’s not easy.

“We want to win every
game, so I don’t put weight
on [Saturday’s match] just
because it’s the first ACC
game.”

Clemson’s most remarkable
win yet this season was a 2-1
takedown of No. 16 South
Carolina, which was ranked
No. 8 at the time.

Both defenses have been
stingy this year, with Notre
Dame allowing three goals
through eight games while
the Tigers have been scored
on four times in seven games.

Romagnolo said she ex-
pected the Irish attack to
measure up against the
Tigers’ defenders.

“We possess pretty well,
so what I hope to see is that
we're able to salvage our
possession game and create
opportunities in the box,”
Romagnolo said. “We need to
be able to match their physi-
cal presence and have com-
posure when we have the ball
but still have that defensive
toughness.”

Notre Dame’s ability to
score was a question enter-
ing the season, as neither of
2014’s top goal-scorers are
on the roster now. However,
Romagnolo said she’s been
impressed  with  players

stepping up to fill those roles
and meshing as a group.

“At the beginning of the
year, you're always watching
for new leaders to emerge,
and we’ve had that happen
so far this year,” she said.
“We’ve also started to play
together as a team and limit
the shots opponents are able
to take.

“It’s early, only eight games
in, so we have to continue to
build, but I'm happy with it
so far.”

Among those new leaders
is freshman forward Natalie
Jacobs, who wasted little
time acclimating to the col-
lege game. Her four goals
are second-most on the team
behind only senior forward
Anna Maria Gilbertson. She’s
also just a couple of goals
ahead of junior midfielder
Sandra Yu, who is playing in
her first games since an ACL
injury in 2013.

The defense, meanwhile,
has been led by acclaimed
seniors Katie Naughton and
Cari Roccaro. Naughton’s
performances against
Indianaand Michigan earned
her ACC Defensive Player of
the Week honors last week as
the Irish earned clean sheets
in both games.

The Irish will have to rely
on all of those players on
Saturday and beyond as the
elite programs of the NCAA
loom on the Irish schedule.

Notre Dame begins its ACC
journey at 7 p.m. Saturday
at Riggs Field in Clemson,
South Carolina.

Contact Renee Griffin at
rgriffi6 @nd.edu

Follow us on Twitter.
(@0ObserverSports

XC
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that week in the country,
so whenever you host a
meet at home, you always

this year and will take
place on the Notre Dame
Golf Course. The second
event the Irish host is the
Joe Piane Notre Dame
Invitational, which is the
next race on the sched-
ule for Notre Dame after
Friday’s race.

“Whenever you have a
meet at home, you hope
to have a positive experi-
ence,” said Sparks. “We
host this meet and the
Notre Dame Invitational
meet, which is the premier
collegiate event probably

want to put your best foot
forward. It is a unique
experience for us host-
ing the National Catholic
Championship with 30 of
the 40 teams here com-
peting are all Division 1
schools. We're proud to
show off our university to
all of these schools com-
ing here.

“It’s great to have it on
campus. We go to a lot of
cross country meets that
are not on a university
campus [where] we're just
there to run. When ath-
letes come to Notre Dame

to compete, they’re truly
coming to Notre Dame to
compete. They’'re right on
campus, with the Golden
Dome in the background,
and it’s a unique experi-
ence for them, so we like
to roll out the red carpet
for anyone who comes
here.”

The women’s race at
the 36th annual National
Catholic Championships
is set to begin at 4:15 p.m.
Friday, while the men will
race at 5 p.m. p.m. Friday,
while the men will race at
5 p.m.

Contact Ryan Klaus at
rklausl@nd.edu
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“To be honest, every game in
the ACC is a test, but this is
certainly one of the biggest.”

The Tar Heels (4-0-1, ACC
1-0), unlike the Irish, last
played a game week ago
against Virginia Tech, so
Clark said he expects they’ll
be well rested. Clark said
while it's going to be tough
to play on such a quick turn-
around, his players will be
more than ready to approach
the challenge head-on.

“One of hardest things
for us as we rebound is that
North Carolina didn’t have a
game this week,” Clark said.
“I think they played like a
week ago. So they haven't
played for a week, where-
as obviously we had the
Saturday and the Tuesday
game. Our guys are fit, and
I think they’ve responded
pretty well, so I think we’ll be
OK. They're looking forward
to this game.”

North Carolina advanced
to the quarterfinals of the
NCAA tournament last sea-
son before losing to UCLA on
penalty kicks. The Tar Heels
ranked as the country’s high-
est scoring offense, accumu-
lating the most goals and
points nationally as well as

the third-most assists by the
end of the season.

This season, North
Carolina is currently tied for
39th in offense, scoring 1.8
goals per contest, which is
well below where it finished
a season ago. Regardless, it is
ranked the third-best team
in the country, and Clark
said this is going to be one of
the biggest challenges of the
season.

“I love it, and our guys love
playing big games,” Clark
said. “That’s one of the rea-
sons you play. To be chal-
lenged in big matches. That’s
what you dream about. So
the guys will all be wanting
to play in this game. There’s
no one that doesn’t want to
play in this game.”

While the Irish would
rather forget what happened
against Xavier, some of the
players said they think there
are things they can learn
from that loss that can be
used to beat North Carolina.

“We  definitely created
chances [against Xavier],” se-
nior midfielder Evan Panken
said. “We just didn’t take
them yesterday, but like they
say, you have to have a short
memory. You try not to dwell
on it but have confidence be-
cause we're all good players,
and we know we’ll be able
to take those chances when

they come again.”

Against Xavier, Panken led
the Irish with three shots on
goal but failed to convert any
of them into scores. So far
this season, North Carolina
has allowed two goals com-
bined. They conceded one
goal against William & Mary
and Tulsa and have shut out
the other three opponents
they’ve faced.

Of note is the fact ESPNU
has decided to broadcast the
game, theonlyregularseason
ACC matchup the network
has decided to broadcast
this season. Despite the na-
tional coverage, Notre Dame
is confident its players won't
fall victim to the nerves that
come along with playing in
such a high-profile game.

“We all know each other
pretty well,” senior mid-
fielder Connor Klekota said.
“We’re not a group that gets
too hyped about a game. We
realize it’s a big game, but we
also realize it’s just another
soccer game. We've played
thousands of these in our
lives.”

The Irish will kick off their
matchup against the Tar
Heels on Friday at 5 p.m. at
Fetzer Field in Chapel Hill,
North Carolina.

Contact Manny De Jesus at
mdejesus@nd.edu

MACKENZI MARINOVICH | The Observer

Senior midfielder Evan Panken fights for a loose ball during a 1-0 loss
to Xavier on Sept. 15 at Alumni Stadium.
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CROSSWORD | WILL SHORTZ

HOROSCOPE | EUGENIA LAST

ACROSS
1 Where Union
Pacific is
headquartered
6 Chinese

(popular bonsai
trees)

.0 Medieval
drudge

.4 Sister of Castor
and Pollux

.5 Fighter getting
a leg up?

.7 Site of Tiberius’
Villa Jovis

.8 Page on the
stage

.9 Comfortable

11 Taking place
(in)

12 One-point
throws

4 Appliance
sound

15 Checkers, for
instance

6 Play critic?
'8 Hype

32 Onetime
Arapaho foe

33 Grooming tool

36 Vietnamese
holiday

37 O-shaped

38 Priest in |
Samuel

39 Dread Zeppelin
or the Fab Faux

41 Sports div. that
awards the
George Halas
Trophy

42 Gold Cup venue

43 Quote
qualification

44 Coin of many
countries

45 Pretension

48 Get more
inventory

50 Country whose
flag is known
as the Saltire

54 Bubble
handler?
55 Foundation

devoted to
good works?
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Published Monday through Friday, The Observer is a vital source of information
on people and events in the Notre Dame and Saint Mary’s Community.

Join the more than 13,000 readers who have found The Observer an
indispensable link to the two campuses. Please complete the accompanying

form and mail it today to receive The Observer in your home.

57 Uniform

58 Bag lady?

59 Less often seen
60 Deep black

61 Twist

62 America’s Cup
trophies, e.g.

DOWN

1 Broadway
musical with
two exclamation
points in its
name

2 They might
have bones to
pick

3 Like characters
in a script

4 Some wetlands
wildlife

5 Miyazaki film
genre

6 Hosp. record

7 Creates an
account?

8 Fast-food debut
of 1981

9 Go along
effortlessly

10 Vending

machine drink

11 What to do
when you have
nothing left to
say?

12 Peace Nobelist
Cassin

13 Dance-pop trio
Right Said ___

16 Symbol of
happiness

20 Off the mark

23 English Channel
feeder

27 Bad line
readings

2 3 & b 9 .10 12 |13
4 16
17
19
22
25 30 |31
32
36
39
22

45

50 |51 |52
55
58
60 .61 62

PUZZLE BY PATRICK BERRY
29 Launched the
first round
30 Narcissistic one 44 Like a poli sci

31 Hand-held “Star major, maybe
Trek” devices

33 Sea creature
whose name
means “sailor”

34 Huxtable family
mom

35 Surgical cutter

46 Woodworking
tools

47 Underhanded
schemer

49 American
Airlines hub

40 Gondoliers, e.g.

50 Drink served in
a masu

51 Zodiac symbol

52 Palindromic
man

53 “My man!”

56 Plaintive pet
sound

For answers, call 1-900-285-5656, $1.49 a minute; or, with a credit

card, 1-800-814-5554.

Annual subscriptions are available for the best of Sunday
crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS.

AT&T users: Text NYTX to 386 to download puzzles, or visit
nytimes.com/mobilexword for more information.

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 2,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).

Share tips: nytimes.com/wordplay.

Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/learning/xwords.

Happy Birthday: Think before you react. Don’t jump to conclusions or make
assumptions. Focus on yourself and how you can make improvements that
will ensure your happiness and well-being. Strive for perfection as well as
living within your means. Don’t allow emotions to take over or hinder your
ability to get things done. Your numbers are 5, 13, 23, 26, 32, 38, 44.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Stay grounded, even if someone tries to upset
you emotionally. Focus on your personal needs and doing things that you
find exciting. Love is on the rise, and avoiding feelings of jealousy will keep
an important relationship running smoothly. %%

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Get things out in the open if you are having a
problem with someone. Knowing where you stand and what you can expect
will help you make better choices. A day trip will bring you clarity and open
up your options.

Fodkkok

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Don'’t follow someone without questioning
what’s in it for you. Make positive changes to the way you live and who you
hang with and it will be easier to break the habits and routines that cost you
financially and emotionally. k&%

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Move things around to suit your needs. Get out
in your community and see if there is something you can do to bring about
positive changes. Don’t let someone’s negativity get you down. Remember,
actions speak louder than words. Make a difference. %%

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You'll inspire the people you talk to today. Your
expressive and engaging way of presenting your ideas and plans will draw
someone special to your side. An opportunity must not be overlooked.
Romance is highlighted. %%

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You'll be able to see the big picture, but that
doesn’t mean you should neglect the fine details that require a little more
attention. Ask questions and challenge anyone who you feel may be offering
false information. %%

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your involvement in matters that concern you will
give you a platform to use your skills in order to make a difference. Romance
is encouraged and will help improve your personal life. A change of scenery

will make your life better. dk¥k*

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Don’t trust anyone with your money, your
possessions or your ideas. Try to develop a project by yourself or with
someone you know you can trust. A change to your routine will make your
life better. %%

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Put your time and effort into self-
improvements, not into trying to change others. Not everyone will be
overjoyed with the changes you make, but that will make it easier for you to
weed out who you want in your circle and who you don’t. %%

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Focus on the people in your life who mean
the most to you. Make a difference to someone who has something to offer
in return. Sharing will bring you satisfaction and open up options that you
never considered in the past. %%

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Tell the people you love exactly how you feel,
and you will get an interesting response that will warm your heart. Love is
on the rise, and children and family affairs will lead to greater unity and
prosperity. kk

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Look out for your own interests or someone will
take advantage of you. Make changes to your home that will give you greater
freedom to follow creative pursuits. An opportunity to make money from
home looks promising. %%k

Birthday Baby: You are outgoing, entertaining and farsighted. You are
unique and compassionate.

SUDOKU | THE MEPHAM GROUP

JUMBLE | DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK
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MEN’S SOCCER

ND VOLLEYBALL

ND readies for matchup
against No. 3 Tar Heels

Irish travel to
West Lafayette

By MANNY De JESUS
Sports Writer

No. 2 Notre Dame seeks to
move past its first loss of the sea-
son and turn its focus toward its
matchup against No. 3 North
Carolina on Friday.

The Irish (4-1-1, 1-0 ACC) fell to
Xavier, 1-0, on Tuesday at Alumni
Stadium, their first loss since
Virginia ended their season last
year in the third round of the
NCAA tournament. Despite that
blemish on its record, Irish head
coach Bobby Clark said his team
understands the implications
this matchup carries far out-
weigh what it’s worth to dwell on
the loss.

“This is the biggest game in the
collegiate calendar this week,”
Clark said. “Currently, if you go
by Monday’s ranking, we're No.
2, and they’re No. 3. We might not
be two after Tuesday’s loss, but it’s
still a big ACC match, a national
match. It’s a good test to go to a
place like Fetzer Field and play a
game there. It’s a challenge good
teams love, and this will be a test.

see M SOCCER PAGE 14

Junior defenseman Matthew Habrowski readies a pass in a 1-0 loss
to Xaiver on Sept. 15 at Alumni Stadium.

MACKENZI MARINOVICH | The Observer

By HUNTER McDANIEL
Sports Writer

The Irish are gearing up
for the start of Atlantic Coast
Conference play next week-
end, but before that hap-
pens, they have one final test
they must undergo.

Starting Friday, Notre
Dame (4-5) begins its last
nonconference tournament
of the season when the team
travels to West Lafayette,
Indiana, for the Purdue
Boiler Box Challenge.

The Irish will look to build
off their successful home
stand, which featured vic-
tories over Mississippi State
and Eastern Kentucky and a
respectable showing against
top-ranked Penn State.

Now the Irish turn their
attention to Ball State (6-5),
South Dakota (4-6) and No.
22 Purdue (6-2).

Coming off a strong per-
formance at the Golden
Dome Invitational, in-
cluding hitting a career-
high 16 kills in the win
over Mississippi State,

senior outside hitter Haley
Bonneval put last weekend
into perspective.

“We were able to learn a
lot from all our matches,”
Bonneval said. “Being in
practice this week, we fo-
cused on some of the stuff
that we didn’t do well last
weekend and are hoping to
avoid them this weekend.”

Co-captain and sopho-
more Maddie Dilfer echoed
what Bonneval said about
last weekend.

“I think every time we
touch the floor, we're getting
more confidence and learn-
ing how to play together
more, so our confidence in-
creases every time,” Dilfer
said. “We had some success
last weekend. We probably
could’'ve taken Penn State a
little further. We hope to use
what we learned last week
and apply it at Purdue.”

Though the Irish already
have nearly as many wins
(four) as they did throughout
all of last season (six), there

see VOLLEYBALL PAGE 12

ND CROSS COUNTRY

ND WOMEN'’S SOCCER

Runners prepare
for home meet

By RYAN KLAUS

Sports Writer

Notre Dame returns
to action this weekend
at the National Catholic

Championship, the second
event of its 2015 season.

The National Catholic
Championship follows the
season-opening  Crusader
Open, where the Irish had
runner-up finishes for
both the men’s and wom-
en’s teams. At the Catholic
Championship last season,
the Notre Dame women took
first and the men finished in

second.
“We’re running for the
win,” Notre Dame head

coach Matt Sparks said. “I
know last year, for the men,
we underestimated the
competition at this meet,
and now we’re coming into
things with a little bit of
a chip on our shoulder on
something to prove. A year
ago, we weren’'t quite sure
what to expect with a new
coach, staff and team.

“On the women’s side,

there will be a lot of new
faces. [Senior] Molly Seidel
won’t be racing because she
is getting ready for some of
the later season competi-
tion, so we will be looking
for freshmen to probably fill
in four of our top-five spots.
We're looking for them to
work together and push each
other toward a team win.”

In the season-opening
Crusader Open, the Irish
were led by sophomore

Calvin Kraft, who finished
in fourth, and junior Chris
Marco, who took seventh.
In the women’s race, sopho-
more Sydney Foreman was
the runner-up while junior
Elli Brady and sophomore
Kaitlin Frei also had placed
in the top 10. As a team, both
the men and women fin-
ished behind Purdue. The
Crusader Open was hosted
by Valparaiso, which placed
third.

The National Catholic
Championship is one of two
events Notre Dame will host

Notre Dame to start ACC
play against No. 11 Tigers

By RENEE GRIFFIN
Sports Writer

No. 10 Notre Dame es-
caped nonconference play
relatively unscathed, but
its biggest challenge of
2015 so far awaits when it
visits No. 11 Clemson at
Riggs Field on Saturday.

The road matchup
against the Tigers (6-0-1)
kicks off the ACC schedule
for the Irish (7-0-1) and is
followed by games against
No. 1 Virginia and No. 2
Florida State next week.

Notre Dame passed its
most recent tests with
ease, shutting out Big Ten-
contenders Indiana and
Michigan over the week-
end as it geared up for the
Tigers, its first ranked op-
ponent of the year.

Irish head coach Theresa
Romagnolo acknowledged
the challenge of playing
in the ACC but said the
Clemson game doesn’t
carry any extra pressure.

see XC PAGE 12

see W SOCCER PAGE 12

MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Senior forward Anna Maria Gilberston gains control of the ball in a
2-1 victory against Santa Clara on Aug. 28 at Alumni Stadium.



