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A f t e r C h r i s t m a s . 

CHARLES L . O ' D O N X H L L , ' 0 6 . 

C NO WED over Avith tlie nioonlig-lit. 
Or turning back the noon-light, 

Down through the grooves of space 
Earth swung its old, slow way. 
But, thronging the rim of heaven, 
Angels from morn till even 
AYatched earth with reverent pace 
Silent its orbit trace, 
Cradle wherein God lav. 

Becket . ' 

WILI,I.\.M D. JA.MIESO.X, ' 0 5 . 

HERE is a grandeur in heroic 
characters t h a t conquers time. 
Thej^ tower above the ordinary 
level of historj'- like massive 
cathedrals which by their verj'-

^ srreatness seem ever near. The 
mutat ions of the ages touch them b u t 
lishtlv, and their influence lives on from 
age t o age. There is in the spirit of self-
sacrifice, for the sake of constancj^ t o t r u t h 
and t o God, a divine spark which can never 
be extinguished. Even in their ashes live 
their wonted fires, and their memorv'- is green 
wdth an immortal youth. Pre-eminently is 
this so of men who have laid dowm their 

• lives for principles, and foremost among 
these is St. Thomas a Becket. 

When Becket came t o the See of Canter-
bur3'- he found endless, disorders. Benefices 
were purposely held vacant for j'-ears, and 
the rents were placed in the royal coffers. 

* Oration delivered in Washington Hall, Dec. 14. 

The clergy had become lax, and the people 
w^ere oppressed under the ty ranny of the 
king. The archbishopric had been forced 
upon him by Henry I I . Bu t once accepted 
he began wi th high _ resolve t o live up t o 
the letter of his noble calling. Of this he gave . 
Henr\^ ample warning when he said: " If I 
accept this ofiice I can no t expect to. retain 
vour favor." He saw^ t h a t he could n o t 
serve t w o masters, and so he. resigned the 
chancellorship, the highest post in the realm 
outside t h a t of the kingi t o devote himself 
more eamestlv t o the cause of the Church 
and the oppressed. The gay courtier who 
had once led armies and fought the bat t les 
of the king, now became the ascetic monk, 
combating the legions of darkness and fight­
ing the bat t le of God. Men have railed a t 
this sudden change of character and have 
impugned his motives; bu t they fiDrget t h a t 
the call of the Lord is often sudden. And 
surelj^ Becket's w a s a divine call. They 
forget when they question his motives t h a t 
he sacrificed the easv living and luxurious-
r iot of the court for the meagre fare and 
abstemious life of the monk; t h a t he 
sacrificed the second highest position in the 
realm, and even the fiiendship of a king. 
With a prophet 's vision he foresaw^ the 
inexatable s torm consequent upon his accept­
ing the primacv^; b u t borne onward by the 
force of a mighty conviction he prepared t o 
do his duty t o the Church, and the people. 

The people were murmuring agains t t he 
oppressive taxat ion, and, like another, 
Hampden of centuries later, he championed 
their cause against the lawless m i g h t of 
the Norman king. At this Henry stood 
aghast . He had expected Becket t o fawii 
and cringe as a man w^ho had received the 
rov-al favor. Bu t Becket towered above the 
time-serving bishops of his day. His lofty 
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jDurpose Avas no t t o be shaken hy Heniy 's 
wra th . Nor could previous gifts influence 
the fearless aixhbishojD. From this time on 
the na tura lh ' susjDicious nature of the king, 
fed b \ ' the jealous bickerings of the barons, 
vented i ts spleen on the unfortunate primate. 
At everx' step the s torm was lowering, bu t 
it broke wi th a crash over the disputed 
immunities of the clergv. 

The privileges of the clerg\'' w^ere now 
called in question b}^ the despotic Hemy. 
He determined t o bend even the Church t o 
his kingly power. All the bishops of the 
realm w^ere summoned t o the great council 
of Clarendon, and there in the j)resence ot 
armed knights he threatened and cajoled the 
bishoiDS into signing the "Const i tu t ions ." 
Becket alone remained firm. Henr^'- swore 
grea t oaths and threatened his life; the 
bishoiDS begged and entreated him t o sign; 
a t last he Aaelded. But his consent was 
not t h a t of a man t h a t was convinced; for 
the veiw next da3'' he saw his mistake and 
retracted. Men have called this duj)licit3% 
bu t i t was rather the hesitation of a mind 
wavering between the decision of his own 
judgment and the ax^prehension of others. 
At this retraction the king's rage luiew no 
bounds. Now Heniw began a series of per­
secutions t h a t reveal his most unloveh'-
t ra i t s of character. He urged the turbulent 
barons t o bring lawsuits agaiiist Becket; 
he imposed vas t fines, and even confis­
cated the entire ej)iscopal property. No 
trick was too low or too base t h a t aimed 
a t the archbishop's discomfiture. But 
Becket met evervthinsr wi th calmness and 
decision. He paid the fines and did all in 
his power t o adjust the grievances. In the . 
depths of his soul he yearned for peace— 
j)eace wi thout the surrender of principles. 
This he kne-v^'-could,never be ; and the new^s 
t h a t the king had called another council 
a t Nor thampton only saddened his heart . • 

Here Becket gave an example of sublime 
courage for which we can hardly find a 
parallel in all history. The king famed and 
swore and threatened and made a show of 
violence wi th his armed knights. But the 
primate would no t sign. The fearless man 
of God defied even. death for the sake of 
his convictions.. To the tears aiid entreaties 
of the bishops inij)loring him to escape, the 
impending bloodshed, he ontyreplied: "Flee 

then; thou savorest no t of the things t h a t 
be of God." And when the tumul t and the 
clash of arms became so threatening t h a t 
several bishops left the hall, he sa t there 
Avith simj)le dignit3'- almost alone, and 
Avaited the return of the irate king and his 
armed men from the up^Der chamber. When 
the3^ came and announced their arbi t ra iy 
decision which de^Dosed him from the office 
of archbishop and declared him t o be a 
t ra i tor , he calmh^ reminded them t h a t the3-
w^ere his children in God and could no t so 
iudge him. Then referring his case t o the 
Po]De he raised aloft his archiepiscopal cross, 
and left the hall amid the jeers and t aun t s of 
the barons. His grea t spirit was unbroken. 
Never for a moment during this terrible 
t r ial did he surrender his cause. Yet for 
this heroic devotion t o principle men have 
called him "s tubborn . " T h a t which the3' 
admired in Luther a t Worms, in Becket 
a t NorthamjDton, the3'' have condemned as 
"obstinac3^" The3'- question the sincerit3'- of 
his conduct on this t ry ing occasion, but 
the3^ forget t h a t all the bishops concurred 
in the " Consti tutions," until their feai's 
made them expedient. 

The bit ter experiences of a previous refusal 
had t a u g h t Becket t o expect no inerW from 
so unscrupulous a sovereign. Garbed in 
the simple hab i t . of a brother he escaj)ed 
over the seas 133'- night t o the continent. 
There, like St. Anselm of an earlier da3', he 
was doomed t o a long and wear3^ exile; 
doomed for daring t o resist a king; doomed 
for daring t o do right. He found lodging 
wi th the good monks of Pontigiw. Here 
he labored and fasted and pra3'-ed hoping 
in vain for an honorable reconciliation. But 
the w r a t h of the king Avas heav3'^ upon him. 
All the prelate's friends, regardless of age, 
sex "or condition, were banished, having first 
been sworn b3'' Henrj^ t o insit Becket a t 
Pontign3' and importune- him with their 
AX'-rongs. Da3'' 133'- da3'' the3'- croAAJ-ded around 
the door of his cell, and though the3'̂  AX'̂ rung 
his hear t wi th anguish hie held steadfast t o 
his cause. Surely the principles must haA ê 
been real which sustained him, alone and 
single-handed, against the apa t lw of friends, 
the subserviency of his colleagues and the 
energy of his open enemies. All during the 
dark da3''S of his exile his - letters show his 
clear and uusw^ennug coiiAdction of the 
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justice of the cause Avith which his name 
has ever been identified. At last a truce 
Avas patched up with the shift^^ Iving. Becket 
now returned t o CanterburA^, his mind filled 
Vi'ith terrible forebodings. 

His wors t fears were soon t o be realized. 
He had scarceh^ landed in England Avhen he 
w a s again subjected t o fresh indignities. 
The rents of all the church lands had been 
collected; the archiepiscoj)al palace ~\vas in 
the hands of the roA^al retainer, and he 
himself -was brutalh^ refused admission 
Avhen about t o paj^ his respects t o the 
3^oung king. Humiliated and insulted a t 
ever3' step, he unflinchingly pursued his 
plain diitA ,̂ calm and resolute even in the 
face of t h a t impending traged\^ Avhich w a s 
so soon to start le the world. 
. The splendid courage displaj^ed in t h a t 
supreme moment has given him a deathless 
name. Despite the repeated entreaties of the. 
monks he refused t o leave the hall. Finalh ' 
the clamor of the men thundering a t the door 
became so great t h a t the frightened monks 
seized the primate, and half carrying, half 
dragging thcA' bore him into the cathedral. 
Here with his own hand he withdrew the 
bolt which they had placed on the door, and 
commanded them no t t o make a fortress of 
the house of God. The monks in terror fled 
in eveiw direction leaving" him almost alone. 
He i)laced his back against a pillar, and, 
dauntless, waited the coming of his pursuers. 
In rushed the four armed knights. The3' 
demanded him t o wi thdraw the sentence of 
excommunication on the offending bishops; 
and there alone and defenceless, there in the 
presence of those four armed inen, there wi th 
their swords swinging above his head, there 
in the j)resence of certain death, he answered 
" N o . " And Why? Because his conscience 
said he w a s right. A blow aimed a t his 
head crashed through Grim's protecting arm, 
grazing the archbishop's scalp and causing 
the blood t o trickle dowm his cheek. "He 
wiped i t awaA^ wi th his sleeve, and folding 
his hands in prayer, said: " 0 God, into Thy 
hands I commend my spirit." Another bloAV 
and the great archbishop fell, slain on the 
stones of his own cathedral. 

Thtis perished Becket, the grea t ecclesiastic 
and statesman. The fervid soul had a t las t 
found peace. The dauntless spirit t h a t had 
fou2:ht so noblv went out in darkness and 

disappointment. But no t in vain had he lived 
and suffered. To the world he has given 
an example of sublime courage and devotion. 
The blood so cruelly shed on those conse­
crated stones became a mightj'- to r ren t 
which overwhelmed all opposition. His 
death Avas the t r iumph of his cause. Now 
men remembered his almsgiving, his auster­
ities, his opposition t o the danegelt, and 
his loj 'alty t o the cause for ^vhich he braved 
exile and death. Other hands t h a n his misrht 
reap the golden harvest of his victory, other 
hearts rejoice in the splendid triumph, bu t 
he-was the conqueror in t h a t t r iumph. His 
was the courage and the devotion and the 
sacrifice t h a t rolled back the tide of ro3^al 
despotism. 

0 Becket! Becket! they have broken 3^our 
hoAj and desecrated your shrine; they have 
scattered 3'our ashes t o the winds of heaven, 
and the obloquy of dark centuries has been 
heaped upon 3'Our name. But the first gra^-
streaks of dawn are again in the horizon. 
The influence of a mighty personality ends 
not wi th the grave. And lo, as of yore we 
hear the s tem voice of the churchman. I t 
breathes solemnity like a sound from the 
tomb. Let England hearken; for the slumber 
of ages is broken, and the buried voice of her 
martj^r and saint speaks from the tomb . 
The mistj ' veil of time has been lifted, and 
once again this great character appears in 
the beaut\'- of all i ts original lustre. Now 
a grateful nation are beginning t o see t h a t 
liis was no t onh- a struggle for the liberties 
of the Church, b u t of the people. To him 
thev have accorded the glorv of having 
withstood the advancing waves of royal 
despotism; t o Mm the glorious victory of 
Stephen Langton and the Barons a t Runny-
mede. The mart \ ' r ' s blood t h a t had- won 
his countrj'-'s Hberty shines resplendent again 
in the victor\^ of t ru th . 

A C o n t r a s t . 

'Tis passing^ strange tha t man will look 
Upon a fragile floXver 

That grows beside the shaded brook 
And wonder a t the power 

Within the hand tha t fashioned it, 
AVhile in himself there lies 

The sonl, b3' God's own image lit, 
That blooms but never dies! B. S. 
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Jim H a r r i n g t o n , T o o l - B o y . 

EDWARD K. O FLYXX. 

He wasn ' t a A êr3' big fellow, onh'- fifteen 
A^ears, Jim the tool-boA'-. But everyone liked 
hini from the muddA'- pumiDiuan deep down 
in the shaft t o the man in greasv overalls 
whose steadv hand controlled the big 
engine which loAvered and hoisted men tw'O 
thousand feet everA'̂  day. 

" P s h a w , 3'^ou're no good; w h a t can j-ou 
d o ? " jovially said an old-timer to the lad 
as tliey sa t around the hoist wai t ing for 
the w^histle t o blow. 

"Wlw, 3^ou can ' t even c a n y five drills," 
came from Duifj-, a 'shoveler ' on the ten 
hundred. But the boA'- onh^ laughed and said, 
" C a n ' t I ," though in his hear t he longed t o 
be a man. 

"Oh, I'll do something some daj^," said he 
looking far 3iw&^. He w^as sad as he strode 
a^vav from the men, and thev Avatchina: him, 
guessed liis sadness. 

" I f dad hadn't 'o-ot k _ -," bu t the words 
choked him; then the whistle blew and he 
w a s oif wi th the rest. 

The ho t steaming air rose _ out of the 
shaft around whose mouth stood the miners 
wai t ing their t u rn t o board the " c a g e " and 
be dropped a thousand feet. In one of the 
crowds t h a t went down w a s J im; t o hear 
him laugh no one w^ould think t h a t he was 
all a famih'- depended on. He go t off a t the 
nine hundred-foot level, and with lighted 
candle turned into the tunnel, drifts the 
miners call them, t h a t serpentine-like wended 
i ts wa3'- till the lights a t the sta-tion grew 
fainter and fainter, and the screed from the 
van-cars on the t u rn shut died awa3^ 

" L o o k out below," shouted Jimmie t o 
the miners working down an hundred feet. 
Then when the assuring 'a l l r i g h t " echoed 
back up the na r row manway, the tool-bo3'-
let the driUs slide into the n a r r o w shuts. 
Every time they rat t led J im shuddered, n o t 
from the sound bu t because he hated this 
one place. Down there, jus t where the drills 
had struck, Jimmie's father, had been killed— 
" a year ago this Christmas Eve," said the 
W y . ^ ': y ; 

A year ago t h a t Christmas Eve the3^ 
brought him home, his body torn, his clothes 

rent, his face gashed and bruised, his hair 
washed in blood. He had been 'b las ted ' ; 
his iDick had struck a c^cip which through 
some unaccountable reason had no t exploded 
when the da3'- shift blasted as the3" quit 
work. Jimmie saw his father die. Beside 
him he knelt t h a t sad Christinas da3^ and 
watched the flickering flame of life burn out. 
Dimmer and dimmer i t grew as mournftilh' 
the clock ticked the seconds, then in a last 
d3'-ing flare the father took his hand : " Take 
care of them, J im," said he, and he i)3-ssed 
awa3^ 

Over the death-bed the child stood, and 
surelv his great big boA-̂ 's hear t broke as 
on t h a t Christmas-a mother, a babe, a sister 
knelt around the lifeless form. The glowing 
faint light of evening shot fi^om behind the 
cragged peaks and fell on the bo3'. He still 
held the big hand, calloused green fr-om 
coj^per, and vaiiih' i t was t h a t he tried t o 
hold back the tears, AAdiile outside from the 
cheerfal lighted streets hapi33^ ones cried 
"Merr3^ Chris tmas." All of i t i)assed through 
his mind UOAÂ  as he sa t there alone in the 
crosscut. 

The candle AÂ as nearty burned out, the 
AA'̂ aA'ing, fluctuating light thrcAX" shadows on 
the bo3'-'s face. I t w'as near tAA-eĥ e o'clock 
and alread3^ the miners, these inhabi tants 
of aii "underground Av^orld, AÂ ere AAdshing 
'' Merr3^ Christmas. ' ' 

"Oh, dad, a in ' t I took care of t h e m ? " 
pleaded the lad. 

"Yes, bo3'-, 3'-ou liaA'-e," softty ansAA^ered 
the grim old shift-boss as he knelt OA-̂ er the 
sleeper. The bo3'̂  awoke AAath a s tar t , and 
abashedty rubbed his e3^es; he tried t o sf)eak, 
t o excuse himself, t o sa3'' something,- but 
there AA'ere tears in the e3^es of the old 
shift-boss as he tenderty said, ' Merr3'- Christ­
mas, Jimmie.' And picking him up in his big, 
s t rong arms he bore him t o the stat ion. As 
he looked into the little worn face perhaps 
he saAA'̂  his own child, j u s t Jimmie's age, 
happil3'- sleeping a t home this Christmas 
mom. 

— ' • • • • ^ ^ 

T h e Balance . 

I'it3' lobked out of your 63-68 

Oh, the love tha t looked from mine,— 

Oh,-would tha t mA"̂  heart were stone, 

Or stdiie Avere those eves of thhie. C. O'D. 
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The First Voice of American Poe t ry . 

jo r ix M. Qui.vL.vx, '0-A. 

As Chaucer lias been called b^^ Drvden 
the Fa ther of English poetry, so William 
Cullen Br3'-ant might as fittingh^ be referred 
to bA" the American people as the Fa ther 
of American f)oetry. I t is true t h a t verses 
of no mean merit had been wri t ten before 
his t ime; but these were so few and of 
such slight importance t h a t their authors 
are bu t little known. Blair ma3' be said to 
take a prominent place among BrA'-ant's 
predecessors, on account of his poem 
entitled "The Grave," from \vhich Biwant is 
reported to have go t his idea for Avriting 
t h a t remarkable poem, "Thana top i s . " Not 
until 1815, the A êar in which this poem was 
published could America rightly saj^ t h a t 
she had produced her first poet of classical 
merit, her first singer whom the Muses had 
endowed with genius " in the bud of life," 
so th£it whatever he at tempted his work 
Avas stamped Avith magnificent imager\^, 
AAdth descriptions which AÂ ould riA'̂ al CA-en 
the great ar t is ts of nature, and Avith 
orisfinalitv for AAdiich he has become so 
illustrious. 

William Cullen BrA'-ant is, then, for us the 
first American poet, and as such claims, like 
Chaucer wi th the English, all the interest 
t h a t is due t o a great original genius. Some, 
howcA'Ci;, maA'' question his originality^ on 
the ground t h a t the influence of Words-
Avorth, CoAvper and others is too strongly 
manifested in his poems; or again thcA'- maA^ 
say t h a t much of his Avork has been 
borroAA^ed. And t o substant iate this last 
assertion they will point t o the fact t h a t has 
been noted in Harper's Magazine for 1894 
in an article entitled " T h e Origin of Than­
atopis ." -The au thor of the paper, AA'ho is 
IDA'- no means biased in his opinion of Brv'-ant, 
says t h a t " a t the time AAdien 'Thana top i s ' 
Avas produced Br\'-ant Avas reading Bishop 
Porteus ' poem on Death, Blair 's "GraA-e," 
and the like. He receiA-ed inanA'- hints firom 
Blair. Undoubtedly, Thanatopis in i ts en-
tiretA^ is simply an exquisite expression of 
the passage in Blair 's poem: 

What is this world ? 
What but a spacious burial field uiiwalled, 

Strewed with death's spoils, the sport of animals, 
Savage and tame and full of dead men's bones: -
The Yer\' turf in which we tread once lived; 
And we that live must lend our carcasses 
To coA'er our own offspring; in their turns 
These too must cover theirs. 

If AÂe compare these lines wi th Bryan t ' s : 
Earth tha t nourished thee shall claim 
Thy growth, to be resolved to earth again. 
And, lost.each human trace, surrendering up 
Thine individual being shall go 
To mix forever with the elements. 
To be a brother to the insensible rock 
And to the sluggish clod, which the rude swain 
Turns with his share, and treads upon. The oak 
Shall send his roots abroad and pierce thj ' mould. 

we Avnll notice t h a t the thought which 
pervades i t is similar t o t h a t of Blair 's. Bu t 
even when AÂC knoAA' t h a t he receiA'ed help 
in composing this poem AÂe can n o t b u t 
admire t h a t which is best in the composi­
tion—^Br\'ant's personalitA'- and his personal 
experience. After all the keynote t o Bryant ' s 
success Avas t h a t he set himself agains t 
t rea t ing subjects of w'hich he had no intimate 
knoAAdedge. I t is related t h a t a poem t o 
a "Sk jda rk" by his brother came t o his 
hands in 1834. F a r from praising the 
a t t empt he Avrote t o the au thor admonish­
ing him for t rying t o go into raptures over 
a bird which he had ncA^er seen. 

Thus A\'̂ e see t h a t though Bryan t may 
haA'C borrowed something for the greatest 
poem Avritten bÂ  so young a m a n " he does 
no t lose his originality; for bA^improAnng on-
the A\'-ork of his predecessor he makes i t 
h i s OAA^n. 

The storA^ connected Avdth the publication 
of this poem, al though i t is Avell known, 
may often be repeated. Dr. Brj-antjthe father 
of the poet, had receiA^ed a let ter from the 
editor of the iVbrt/z American Eeriew asking 
William Cullen t o contribute t o the .first 
number of the journal . The father, finding 
" T h a n a t o p i s " and a fcAV other poems of 
his son's in his desk, took them, unknown 
t o William, t o the^ editor, Richard H . Dana. 
Wlien Dana Avith tAvo critics had read the 
Vision of Death he said: "No. one on this 
side of the Atlantic is capable of Avriting 
such A-erses." He AA'-as assured, however, t h a t 

.the au thor Avas a t t h a t moment s i t t ing in 
the State House a t Boston. Dana being 
desirous of seeing the au thor of such polished 
and noble A'-erses journeyed t o the S ta te 
House Avhere on beholding Senator Bryan t 

file:///vhich
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he remarked: " I t is a good head, but I do 
no t see ThanatoxDis in i t ." The t r u th of 
the authorship w^as soon knowii, and i t is 
from t h a t 3'ear, 1815, t h a t Brj^ant's fame 
began t o increase. 

This threnodA'-, wa'itten a t the age of 
eighteen, natural ly underwent many changes 
as the author ' s abilitA'- for writ ing became 
greater. He also^added much t o the original 
poem AA'hich contained bu t fortA'- lines, 
whereas the composition Avhich Ave read 
to-daA'- contains eightA'--one A^erses. Even it 
this poem is considered memorable chieflA^ 
because i t is the earliest American iDoeni ot 
a sustained original conception AA'C find 
many beautiful passages such as the lines 
describing " t h e solemn decorations of the 
grea t t omb of m a n " : 

The hills 
Rock-ribbed and ancient as the sun,—the rales 
Stretching in pensive quietness between; 
The A'enerable woods—rivers tha t move 
In iuajest\" and the complaining brooks 
That make the meadows green; and, poured round all, 
Old ocean's graj ' and melanchoh- waste. 

His poems maA'- a t the first reading giA'-e 
us the idea t h a t his Avas a sad and gloomy 
life; l3ut after a close studA'- AA'̂C shall easily 
discern mauA''cheering arid pleasant thoughts . 
I/CaAdng the OA^er-shadoAAang idea of death-
doom AÂe shall jDass t o the "Ages," Axdiich 
t rea t s of the theme of human progress. In 
the Spenserian s tanza he recaj)itulates the 
course of history and argues the gradual 
amelioration of mankind. , In this poem, 
which he deliA'̂ ered before the Plii Beta 
K a p p a Society a t Cambridge, Bryan t gaA'-e 
us his longest poem. Distinguished for i ts 
richness, i t s AJ-ariety and its vigor of graceful 
expression, "The Ages" is a rare* instance 
of Bryant ' s masters'^ of the Spenserian 
stanza. Some critics are _e\'̂ en inclined t o 
regard i t as = his greatest nietricaT success. 
Bu t besides- these, there are many other 
noticeable characteristics: clear imaarerv, 
elegant descriptiA'^e t reatment , hot: forgettirig 
t o niention t h e range and originality b i 
the veork yvdiich is in everjr. WT̂ ây; excellent. 
While commeiiting- oh this poem i t w^ould 
be interesting ' t o note t h a t , 43eing;Av.ritten . 
t he year -af te r "Ghiide Harold"-w^as pub­
lished, and in; t he r s ame metre, a; certain ; 
resemblance may.not-haverresulted:eutirieiy 
bychancie. B u t t M s ' i n : n p r w a y a ^ 
beautyj of Bryant ' s po^em.-H^ pictures 

man in the different stages of ciAalization-
The language is alAx^ays s t rong and suitable 
t o the thoush t . He laA'-s bare the horrors 
and opjDression of Ancient Rome and Greece: 

Lo! unveiled 
The scene of those stern ages! What is there ? 
A boundless sea of blood, and the wild air 
Moans with the crimson siirges tha t entomb 
Cities and bannered armies; forms tha t wear 
The kingh- circlet rise, amid the gloom. 
O'er the dark ^vave, and straight are swallowed in its 

tomb, 

All such barbar i ty , he tells us, existed, even 
though 

That raj ' of brightness from above, 
That shone around the Galilean lake, 

The light of hoj)c, the leading star of love 
Struggled, the darkness of the daA'' to break. 

Having rehearsed the liistorA^ of ancient 
and modern times he leads us into our 
o\Ani countrA^, Avhich he places before us as 
i t AA-as, as i t i s in the present, and as i t 
shall be in the ftiture—^powerful and liappA'. 

Brj'-ant lacked one of the requisites for a 
grea t poet : he was -no t a philosopher; but, 
as Churton Collins saA^s, he AÂ as deeply 
impressed A\dth the mj'-sterj^, the solemnitA'-
and the sadness of human life. T h a t such 
AA'-as the case is plainly CAddent from the 
niajorit3^ of his jjoems. 

Our first American poet AA'ith his charming 
lines often reaches the height of perfect 
sublimity. As, for example, in the following 
stanza from " T o a Waterfowl'^: 

There is a Power whose care 
Teaches th^- way along tha t j)athless coast, 

, The desert and illimitable air— 
Lone Avandering, but not lost." 

Of the shorter poems this one is thought 
by some t o be the best ; and doubtless the 
conceptions of greater noA êltA'̂  and strength 
-w^arrants their belief. Yet such gems as 
"The Inscription for the Entrance into ' a 
WoX)d,': " T h e :Green River," " T h e YelloAv 
Violet," and "The Pra i r ies" should no t be 
carelessly cast _ aside - AA'-hen Aye search for 
his best poems. : J . -"" 

One. peciiliar thing:a.bout Bryant is t h a t 
he^did his^-best worli 'w-hile still a A'-ouno-
ma,ri.: lAfter:-the; appearance.- o i LongfelloAv, 
-Poe and,-I;oAyen4:hefpubH^ poems of 
inippitance.;^ Mr; 
exception^,t6..thisVaiid-.^^ in- 1865, 
wKen the.";^*i]^lood-: of: ;Tea r s " appeared,, -
B i y a n t Was'still^fflled-^ Avith th^ 
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sj)irit which inspired liim t o wri te "Thana -
topis ." FurthenxLore, he believes t h a t this 
]Doem of his later Vears possesses even niore 
sustained majesty of thought and diction. 
Be this as it maj'-, we feel grateful t o Brj^ant 
for the great work he has done for American 
literature, w-hile we regret t h a t his poetic 
career was so short." He lives to-da^'', and 
shall continue t o live, in the hearts of the 
American people as long as Chaucer shall 
be revered b\'' the English as the Fa ther ot 
Ensflish Poetrv. 

R u d y a r d K i p l i n g , the P o e t . 

DAXIUL C. DILLON, '04- . 

There are names of poets found in histor3'' 
who were no t realh^ poets for their Avorks, 
but iDccame meritorious for the age in which 
the3'' lived. Some began an age, as Carew 
and Burns among the English h^rists; bu t 
their claim t o the right of mention among 
the classics must be considered almost as 
much as must t h a t of Herrick and Words 
w^orth and all posteritA^ whose delightful 
ha^ics evolved from the initiation of a 
poetical cj^cle. I t is n o w the general opinion 
t h a t Shakspere never would have been the 
great dramat is t he is, if Marlowe had n o t 
preceded him in perfecting-. the blank verse 
bj'- transforming the jingling see-saw iambics 
into the smooth rhj'-thmic feet we now read 
wi th so much pleasure. 

Men must be accredited wi th their intro­
duction into a language; for all grea t poets, 
dramatis ts , musicians and art is ts have rareh--
sprung out of a d a r k age "and brought t o 
light an immortal product of their genius. 
On the other hand, grea t men, especially 
j)oets> represent the climax of a period; and 
Ave can trace almost inevitably t o the crude 
evolutionist's monke^'-, from which evolved 
the men-poets of an era. Many poets ot 
divers sj)ecies have been found living-in; one 
period, as iu the Elizabethan; bu t more often 
we find one class in one age. • _ . 

In our own time poetiy= has been sadly 
nearlected.' Since Lord Tennvson left, us we 
have had no inspired .poets. .Many have 
wri t ten and continue t o t u rn lo i i t . verse in 
our :papers. and :magazines, yet , .no poets 
have been produced. With th i s fact in view— 

t h a t poetry has been in a morbid s t a t e and 
t h a t one man comes forth and awakes the^ 
English w o r l d wath verse, rhythm-.and a 
stjde peculiar t o himself—we must a t least 
consider a candidate for classics, the Anglo-
Saxon artist—RudA^ard Kipling. - k-

AVe must regard Kipling in the same 
manner ias Carew and Blake have been 
esteemed who came a t an opportune time, 
and gave t o .poetr\'- a new impetus from 
which great schools afterward evolved. . 
_ We have now viewed onh'- one aspect of 

the poet, his opportuneness; now let us con­
sider the na,tural qualities t h a t have gained 
so much popularity for Kipling. We are 
told t h a t w e . can no t deem a man great 
because he is popular ; ;nevertheless,:he is 
noted, and his fame is so extensive and 
positive t h a t the consensus of the common 
opinion would straightway- place him; on 
a par wi th the greatest lyrists. Still, some 
of the more conservative class are dubious 
of Kipling's rank, while others, fatigued by 
examining too much uniformity, even if their 
subject happen t o be excellent,. may unduly 
cherish the refreshment of a noveltj'-. Kipling 
gave us a novel specimen of poetry. F i r s t 
of all he had an original field t o work in, 
and this proved his good fortune. , . 

We. meet for the most p a r t t he plainest 
and simplest sor t of persons,—the class t h a t 
is found in our small saloons—and t a lk of 
pol i t ics ,warfare , mock-heroes , and other 
topics suited t o their tas te .and surrotmdihgs. 

We see this fact embodied, most forcibly 
in one of his greatest barrack-room ballads, ^ 
"Gunga Din." His characterization of=the 
lowly Eas t India water-carrier is done in 
lines t h a t vividlj- por t ray the humility, 
simplicity'- and gentleness of the ignoran t ; ' 
and despised black. Perhaps one of the b e s t / ';: 
.touches is contained in. t he following lines: ;. 

An' for all 'is dirtj- 'ide . , "• ' 
. 'E was white, clear white, inside , ' , ' ' 
When he Avent to tend the wounded under firel:?- ' ^ ;• 

Equalh ' touching is the sentimentexpressed -V -
i n ' t h e las t s tanza where, " J u s t before: ' 'e-/v ;; 
died, I 'ope you liked y o u r , drink," sez .;, ^ 
Gunga D i n " . , - . ' - ; : \"'v i , 
, " The Road t o Manda lay ' ' is an: exquisite 

b i t of lyrical, composition,, in which the .̂"̂  
heart-ache of the British, on listening t o t h e - -
" E a s t ' acall in ' ." is pu t into 'the very, letters , : 
of the poem. In thisiinstance a t leas t Kip- . -.^, 
ling's , use of artistic "sounds t o suggest ŷ : 
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emotion rivals Tennyson's powers along 
t h a t line. Of the barrack-room" ballads in 
general, i t might be said t h a t the au thor 
makes us breathe the dust of the canton­
ments, hear the clink of accoutrements, 
feel the heat of the weaiy marches, see the 
evolutions of the drill, suffocate in the Eas t 
Indian climate, ride across the burning 
deserts, and linger under the bamboos and 
palm trees. Oi the mechanical structure 
too much can no t be said. His use of rimes 
is bevond criticism. The rimino' words no t 
onl\^ voice us the idea in a musical medium, 
bu t seem the onh' word beside t o express 
the idea. Kipling-'s manner of handling 
rimes can call forth nothing bu t admiration. 

"DeiDartmental Dit t ies" take us into the 
confidence of the grea t British India service, 
tell us the bon-mot s of societv and the 
hapjDenings of the inner circle. Societj'^ chit­
chat, amusing tales of Rajahs and the 
undercurrent of politics are themes treated. 
Naturalty, from the reason of the subjects 
treated the 'Dit t ies ' do no t possess a s t rong 
poetic element but are rather agreeable verse. 

"The Songs of the Seven Seas" contain 
much real poetry. We hear the surge of the 
waves, the churning screw-, and see the sailors 
scrubbing dowm the decks. " H e r Majesty's 
Jollier" is iDrobabty one of the best. Whaling 
voyages, the cruises of privateers, and the 
highways of commerce are t reated in a man­
ner t h a t gives us a living acquaintance, if n o t 
a s t rong friendship, for the great marit ime 
ventures and the "meii who plough the sea." 

His t w o most famous productions, the 
Vampire and the Recessional, need but the 
slightest mention. Thej alone would give 
him rank as a poet, and one of a high 
order; the la t ter poem is indeed just ly 
deemed one of the first odes in English. 

The critics have found much fault with-
Kipling, and . very just ty. His barbaric 
splendor a t times degenerates into the 
glitter of glass, and again i t is the pure 
metal. His poetrx'- has often been found 
fault w i t h , because i t is misunderstood. 
Indeed so s t rong is the individualitj'^. of his 
style t h a t a t a s t e for him is necessary before 
he can be properly appreciated. At all 
events he has demonstrated his r ight t o be 
classed among the poets, and i t is n o t 
beyond legit imate expectation t o hope t h a t 
his best work is. n o t y e t done. 

A T r i p to M a r s . 

jiicirAEr. jr.vTiirs. 

About the time of the Renaissance there 
lived in Fulvia, a small I tal ian to\\ai, a 
great and learned plwsicist and astronomer 
b3'' the name of Capinius. 

Capinius Avas a -\^ry wealth3'^ and extraor-
dinarj"-. man, Avith s t rong convictions. What­
ever he had in mind he did, and one da^^ he 
went so far as t o plan' a trij) to Mars in 
a balloon. This, soon reached the ears oi 
the Idng, w^ho, being some kind of an 
astronomer himself, thought Capinius w a s 
crazA^ and sent him t o prison. Here Capinius 
became the faA'-orite of all and AA'̂ as loA-ed 
especiallj' \>y the chief jai lor AAdiose name 
Avas Curius, and whose character some-
A\diat resembled his name. 

Capinius arid Curius often spent long 
hours together, and one daA' Capinius told 
him. his plan of making a t r ip t o Mars . 
Although i t is quite impossible A'et i t AÂ as 
as foUoAA'̂ s: 

In the first place a balloon AÂ as necessaiy, 
and a stick of dAaiamite, A\diich AA'-as t o be 
at tached t o a string, w^as t o hang dangling 
some five or ten feet from the balloon 
proper. ' The success or failure of the t r ip 
depended on the dATiamite AA-hich AA'-as t o 
explode exactty AAdien the balloon had gone 
sixtj ' miles uj) in the air, the distance 
occupied \yY the atmosphere. When this 
AA'̂ ould explode i t AA'OUM give the balloon a 
force t o pass from the atmosphere of ear th 
t o the ether of the celestial sphere, and then 
as no force AA'̂ ould act on the balloon old 
Capinius thought ' he could steer i t a t 
his AAall. 

Curiusw^as deeph^ interested in the affair, 
and promised to . supply Capinius AAdth a 
balloon, djraamite, and CA^eiything else 
necessarv. TAVO weeks later, about three in 
the afternoon, a grea t big balloon about 
readA^ to. ascend could be seen tossing t o 
and fro on a: high' hill near JPuhda. Another 
moment and . Capinius and balloon AA'̂ ere 
high up in the air. 

The distance betvsreen the balloon and the 
(earth seiemed t o g row greater and greater, 
till suddenly a crash AÂ as heard and in 
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another minute Capinius came tumbling 
do^^nl and fell into a lake abou t t w o miles 
from Fulvia. Several fishermen saw him 
fall and immediateh^ secured him and pu t 
him in their boat , bu t he was total ly 
unconscious. 

When he awoke he remarked: "Win- all 
'Alars is j u s t like the earth,—men, water, 
flies, ground and everything are the same. 
Tha t ' s w h a t I expected. Wai t ! When I 
return again t o the earth I ^x\\\ be able t o 
tell Copernictis and Kepler and the rest of 
those knownothings some queer things. 
Some da3^s later he was removed t o his 
home, where he found his Avife and children. 

"M3 ' God!" he exclaimed, " is i t possible 
t h a t even families are similar to those of 
ear th ." 

All the time firmh^ believing he was a t 
Mars , he wro te several editorials for some 
newspaper. In the first he told the people 
hov̂ "- much their native Mars resembled the 
ea i l h ; in ' another he told his s to iy and 
how he came t o be on Mar s ; and in the 
third and las t he made a public s tatement 
t h a t he would again go back t o the ear th 
in t w o Aveeks. This las t s tatement thor­
oughly convinced the jDeople of Fulvia t h a t 
he w a s crazy, so they put him in the locker 
where he died. 

News from the Front . 

J.V.MES K. RECOKD. 

LITERATURE has interest and value in the 
degree in wdiich it th rows light upon life— 
man's hopes, struggles, sorroAvs and loves. 
The thoughts which never lose the jDower 
t o illumine and cheer, like a living presence, 
are a lways j)recious. The rest may please 
for a season, or in certain moods; bu t vital 
t r u t h alone has permanent worth , and i t 
alone makes the books Avhich it inhabits a 
possession forever. A~ great libraiw is, for 
the most par t , a great necropolis. The 
books are the tombstones on which names 
are inscribed; and if we open them there is 
b u t emptiness and dust. The Avriters,lived 
in a superficial and t ransi tory w^orld, and 
w h a t iho-j knew and expressed is now as 
obsolete as themselves. But here and there 
is a volume which contains the thoughts ot 
a deathless spirit who, because he dwelt 
close t o the heart of the Everlasting and 
All-Beautiful, still lives and breathes in 
words whose vi ta l force is indestructible. 

^ —Spalding. 

Sciircely one man remained in the village; 
the s t rong and the brave had marched 
aAvaj', leaving the aged and infirm t o guard 
their homes. The streets were overgrown 
v^nth Aveeds. The lanes bore the marks of 
infrequent t ravel . ' The dwellings were sadly 
in need of repair—a loose shutter here; a 
crealo' door t he re ; one had shed its 
coat of pa in t ; another offered numerous 
exposures t o the vv-ind. Fences were down; 
gates were off and outhouses untenanted. 
The stock Avere few; horses wi thout excep­
tion gone, cattle driven a w a y and sheep 
missinsr. 

The mournful strokes of the a larm bell 
called the inhabitants hurriedh' t o the 
dilapidated old church. An anxious, perhaps 
agonized expression appeared on the faces 
of the expectant th rong as an jold man 
tremulouslv bes^an t o read aloud a list of 
names. The list was but haff completed and 
the assembly seemed grea th ' relieved, when 
wi th a stifled ciy^ as the paper dropped 
from his palsied hands, the speaker reeled 
and fell. Mechanically a new reader was 
called. As the next name in order was 
uttered a distressful scream startled for an 
instant the. room and wrung a sigh fi-om 
persons who for four bit ter years had lived 
continualh' in the presence of death, famine 
and suffering. One bat t le had claimed t w o 
of the callage's noblest sons. 
^ T h e dispatch concluded wi th strange 
t e rms : " S u r r e n d e r " and "Peace."" The 
inhabitants while silently' dispersing inter­
changed puzzled glances as if uncertain of 
the t rue meaning of these final words . In 
some thej ' awakened J03-, in others the 
contrar\^ The daj'S of peace returned t o 
a few. All t h a t the god of w a r had called 
awaA"-, the majority possessed only the 
cherished memorv^ of the dead. 

As years ago Christ came on earth 

To free all men from evil doom, 

So yearh' now- the Christmas mirth 

Comes brightening up the AA-inter gloom. V. P . 
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—The recent j^arah^tic a t tack ^vhich has 
stricken down Bishop Spalding once more 
brings in to the limelight of jDublic ]3romineiice 
Americals most distinguished clerg\anan. 
" Sweet are the uses of adversitA'." When the 
news of his illness Vv̂ ent forth a great wave 
of SAmipathj^ swept over the land, the re­
echoing voice of millions of hearts t o which 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop of Peoria has endeared 
himself bj^ his fearless and noble utterances ; 
an unequivocable tr ibute t o this manly 
citizen and priestly cleric. The courage and 
vigor displaA-ed \-yy the Rt. Rev. Bishop in 
combating municipal and nat ional A'ices has 
been and will continue t o be an insxDiration 
t o lovers of t rue libertA'̂ . His v^^ork is no t A êt 
done. His prudent counsel and cheering 
presence Avere ncA-er more needed t han a t 
present. The hope, then, and the praA'cr t h a t 
finds utterance on the lips of ever^j- public-
spirited man in America to-da3^ should be, 
and undoubtedly is, t h a t the Rt . Rev. Bishoj) 
of Peoria will most speedih^ recovtr, in order 
t h a t he may HA'-C t o coinj)lete and perfect 
the reforms AAdiich he has so sigiieJh'- begun, 
and giA'̂ e as prodigal as ever from his 
unfatliomed goodness of hear t lest t h a t 
treasure should perish A\dth him. 

the jDossession of this particular jDriA'ilege 
naturalh^ arise aliuses which are subject t o 
criticism and censure. But a few^ daA'̂ s ago 
the Cii^cuit Court of Evansville, Ind., issued 
an injunction restraining a ncAvspaper and 
an artist , eniplo3"ed \sy it, from printing 
pen-sketches of a defendant then being tried 
upon a serious criminal charge. I t AA-as held 
t h a t the pictures had direct bearing on the 
course of the trial, and, moreoA'-er, t h a t thcA^ 
tended t o prejudice the public against the 
prisoner. The enjoined j)ciper contested the 
finding" of the court and Avon its iDoint. 
This decision Avas in accordance with mam-
others; for, unless the j)ictures be libelous 
in character, the court has no pOAA-er t o 
restrain their.•publication. 

While the public sentiment favors these 
pen - sketches, cartoons or caricatures, they 
will continue to be printed ; and from present 
indications we maA'- conclude t h a t the A'ear 
AÂ hen their iJublication wall be prohibited 
bA' law is far remoA'cd. • F rom a moral 
view-point many of them might be deemed 
outrageous, bu t the public smiles indulgenth^ 
on this invasion of the privacA^ of citizens. 
I t can no t be denied t h a t the suppression 
of such cartoons and x^en-sketches A\'-ould be 
for the betterment of the j)eo]3le. 

I t is and has been the aim of the GoA-emor 
of PeunsAdA^ania to enact a law joroviding 
for the punishment of those A\dio insert 
in their papers pen-sketches of the class 
mentioned; bu t i t does no t seem probable 
t h a t he A\dll be successftil; nor, i t maj^ be 
added, are the citizens of the Quaker State. 
pra\ ' ing for his success. Tha t permissible 
and desirable cartoons A\all continue t o be 
printed is certain; t h a t scandalous and 
libelous ones AAHII be prohibited by law 
is t o be hoped for; b u t AAdiether or no t 
this will be the case remains t o be seen. 

—The freedom of the. jDress is one of the 
great benefits Avith Avhich the citizens of 
the United States are favored; a n d . o u t of 

—^After a lengtliA'- corresiJondeuce and the 
eai-nest efforts of Professor Reno, Avho has 
charge of the^ debating and parliamentary' 
laAv Avork a t Notre Dame this A'-ear, a debate 
for our second team has been arranged with 
De PauAv UniA'-ersitA'-. The question submitted 
\yj Notre Dame and accepted by De Pauw- is 
the same as t h a t which AA'̂ OI be debated AAdth 
Oberlin:- "Resoh^ed, T h a t Labor and Capital 
should be. compelled t o settle their disputes 
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through legalh' constituted boards of arbi­
t ra t ion ." This announcement should sei-\'e The Hungarian Orchestra Concert . 
as an added impulse t o those who have 
heretofore taken an active interest in debat- The appearance of the Ro^-al Hungarian 
ing. I t should in like manner encourage the Court Orchestra in Washington Hall last 
students Avho have alreadx'- determined t o Friday' marked the resumption of the concert 
enter the preliminaries. In previous years and lecture course a t the University- for the 
Notre Dame has proved a doughtA- adA-ersaiy second semester. Up t o the present time 
in debate. Time after time her teams have Ave have had a few lectures and practicalh^ 
disputed the question wi th some of the no concerts, bu t from now on the visits of 
strongest teams in the West, and each time LAxeum at t ract ions will be more frequent, 
victorv has come t o them. In the face of This is no t the first time the Hungarian 
these circumstances there can be no doubt Court Orchestra has performed before a 
as to the honor of being a member of either student" audience a t Notre Dame, and t o 
the team which is t o represent us a t Oberlin judge from the genuineness, the spontaneity 
or of t h a t which Ave t rus t will uphold the of the applause which followed each sue-
fair fame of their Alma MatQ.r when thev ceeding selection thcA' will lonsr be welcome 
clash on the forensic bat t le ground with visitors. The comparative fewness of the 
the scions of De PauAv. pla^xrs, and the exclusive use of str ing and 

At present there are onh' about fortj ' reed instruments are distinctive and pleasing 
candidates whose names have been entered features of this organization. Above all, the 
t o compete for the eight places on the t w o unique Hungarian cx-mbalom and the skilful 
teams, six regulars and two alternates. The and artistic handhng of i t proved a curious 
conditions which have so often prevailed,— novelty t o many of the audience, 
the " b a r sinister" which caused so mam- The program consisted of only eight 
willing Avorkers to withhold their entrj^— numbers, yet so well w-ere these interpreted 
is conspicuously absent, for no one of lasL and so splendidh- were the^- executed t h a t 
year 's team is back a t school this semester, had there been five times t h a t number the" 
Those who are relied upon most generalh- students would willingh^ have heard them 
are wi thout exception imtried debaters, t o t h e l ^ n d . The overture from WilHam Tell 
Thej- maj ' haA-e distinguished themselves was the opening selection, and received 
in oratory- and in elocution, but never in close at tention. The " F a n t a s i a " from "II 
this line of public speaking. Elocution is TroA-atore," a most 'complicated mosaic of 
really the smaller pa r t of debating. Fortune, t h a t grandest of operas, w a s the best 
if b}'- t h a t we mean a capacity for successfril number of the daA', b u t the orchestra 
Avork, faA-ors the argaimentator, the logical AA-as fully equal t o the task, and their rendi-
student. Then let there be no-evasion of t ion of i t called forth rounds of applause, 
AA ôrk, bu t enter A-our names a t once for the t o Avhich thcA- responded Avith a popular 
preliminarA- debates. If Â OU can not AA-in a encore. Mr. Matus , the leadei: of the com-
j)lace on either team A-OU can help another pauA--, gaA-e an exhibition of some A-er\-
t o do so, and help six men t o win for us skilful clarinet plaj-ing, the music for his 
a t Obei-lin and De PauAA-; and in addition solo haA-ing been composed by himself, 
there is the chance of educating oneself on Aside from the selections mentioned, taking 
the current questions of the day. Professor 4nto consideration the A-aiy-ing individual 
Reno has collected considerable literature on tas te of the students AVIIO composeed the 
the subject, and this he Avill place a t t he audience, the duet on the cello and the 
disposal of the students on application t o clarinet, by Messrs. Dobronyi and Neuberg 
him. The date of the first preliminarA^ AA-as Avas undoubtedlA- the best hked of auA- of 
Avrongty stated in last Aveek's issue of the the lighter music. Taking into consideration 
SCHOLASTIC, i t is the 15th, and n o t ' t h e 1st the snatches of tunes AA-histled through the 
of FebruarA^ There is less t han a month halls since the concert, one can not bu t 
remaining, and each one should begin declare t h a t the Royal Hungarian Court 
immedia te^ t o prepare consis tent^ and Orchestra are deserAxdly a most popular 
conscientiouslA- for this debate. - organization. 
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A Valuable Acquisit ion Death of Colonel Morrison. 

Like all thino^s human the St. Louis 
O 

Exposition has come t o the end of i ts 
career of prosjDcrity, bu t .the remembrance 
thereof Avill long be cherished a t Notre 
Dame, for through the prompt action of 
our zealous librarian. Professor James F . 
Edwards, we have become the fortunate 
possessors of the finest and most valuable 
chasuble on this side of the ocean. The 
A'estment in question is the masterpiece of 
an Italian artist , and Avas deservedh'-
awarded the prize a t the recent exhibit. 
Competent critics who have made, a careful 
study of church vestments and examined 
the best examiDles of work in t h a t line, are 
unanimous in declaring this I ta l ian chasuble 
to be superior t o aiwthing of i ts kind in 
the United States. The material used is of 
white silk damask. In front on the chasuble 
is j)ictured events in the life of Our Blessed 
LadA', and on the back is presented a group . 
of angels in adorat ion before the resurrected 
Christ. The insiDired hand of Raphael could 
not have painted those pictures Avith more 
life-like skill, nor in aught could he liaA'̂ e im-
proA'cd the color effect.-Numerous a r t loA^ers 
AAJ-ere anxious to secure this siDlendî ^ AA ôrk, _ 
bu t hajDpilA'- Prof. EdAA'ards AA'-as the success­
ful jDurchaser. Notre Dame has good cause t o 
be i3roud of and much reason t o be grateful 
for the untiring perseverance of her librarian 
and the AÂ ork alreadj- accomx^hshed IDÂ  him 
in securing as complete a collection as 
jjossible of AAdiatcA-er ai^pertains to the his­
to ry of Catholic America. Mos t firequentty 
and sincerely has Prof Edwards been lauded 
for his nnselfish labors bA^ such illustrious 
makers of liistor\'- as Dom Aidan Gasquet 
and John Gilmar^'- Shea, A\dio are largely 
indebted for their successful research t o the 
painstaking efforts of j u s t such collectors. 
The present is bu t one of the many instances , 
of Prof. Edwards ' undiAdded devotion t o 
theadA'ancement of Notre Dame. The world 
is- greatlv in need of stich unselfish toilers; 
of m o r e then Avho.set aside all thought of 
personal aggrandizement for the sake of 
ult imate profit t o another. Their examj^le 
should inspire us t o ; contribute, our; quota 
in ma ldhg . mahkindy better - and . happier . 
through vour instrumentality.^ : ' ' ; / ' -

Although a card of SAanpatliA^ on the 
death of Colonel Joseph B. Morrison of 
F o r t Madison, Iowa, appears in another 
j)lace in the SCHOLASTIC AÂC feel t h a t a few-
more Avords about such a sterling character 
AÂ ould not be inappropriate. BA^ the sudden 
death of Colonel Morrison, loAA'a lost one 
of her noblest sons—a man true and dcA^oted 
to his religion, a pa t r io t Axdio had seiwed 
throughout the Civil AVar, and. a father 
AA'̂ho AA-as ever attenti\^e and mindful of his 
children's AA'̂ elfare. At the time of his death 
Colonel Morrison AA'-as a member of the 
vState board of directors of the Roman 
Catholic Mutual Protective SocietA', an 
organization AAdiich has for its object the 
grand and charitable AÂ ork of proA'iding 
for the AAddowa and orphans and the train-
ino- of the Catholic A'̂ oung men of loAA'-a and 
adjoining states t o proAnde j)ractical and 
efficient safeguards for those AAdio AA'̂ ere 
dependent- upon them. 

This societA"- A\̂ as greatlj'- indebted for its 
success t o the excellent executiA^e abilities 
and prudent counsel of Colonel Morrison. He 
Avas also a prominent Knight of Columbus, 
being Grand Knight of the Gallitzin Council 
No. 739 and AA-CU* known in K. C. circles 
throughout the West. The four sons of 
Col.' Morrison haA-e all been in attendance 
a t the UniA^ersit}^—^A'̂ incent E. liaAdng taken 
the degree of B. S. in '89 and William I. 
the same degree in '90. Joseph B. w a s 
a student '03—'04, and Denis A. is noAv in 
Carroll Hall. To these and the other mem­
bers of the bereaA'-ed famih'' the SCHOLASTIC 

extends i ts deepest sympath3^ 

State Oratorical Contest . 

The ' Indiana .: S ta te Oratorical Contest, 
A\'-hich -Avas t o liaA% taken place in Tomlinson 
Hall, a t Thdiariapolis, Febriiarj'- 6, and in 
A\';hich Mr. GaA^n A\dth his oration on the 
" MaftAT of Molokai ' ' is t o represent Notre 
Dame, has ,been indefinite^ postponed on 
account of. the difficulty" of securing compe­
tent - judges : oh vi:hpught: and composition. 
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The New York Alumni Society Banquet. 

There is a part icular song whose popu­
larity^ has ceased almost completeh^ b u t 
Avhose refrain often persists in ringing Avithin 
nw ears. If I remember righth^ the stubborn 
lines run as follows: "Do theA"- miss me a t 
home? do thtj miss me? How- sweet t o 
think t h a t a t this moment there's some one 
t o saj, ' I wish he were h e r e ! ' " After all, 
this 3'eaming for the companj^ of our friends 
and these pensive retrospections into a 
pleasurable pas t are a balm to life. We are 
no t satisfied Avith the making of friends, 
we A-eam t o haA ê them before us, a t least 
in thought , t o "grapple them t o our soul, 
AAdth hoops of steel," and to haA ê the 
assurance t h a t thcA' in turn are no t 
unmindful of us. 

This assurance of continued friendship 
Notre Dame is proud t o possess in her 
numerous alumni, in their associations, cmd 
last bu t no t least, in the so-called " S t a t e 
Clubs" of recent organization. Of the last-
named societies, the New York Club AÂ as 
the originator and has CÂ er since remained 
an exemj)laiy model. With an unshaken 
fidelity t o their Alma. Mater and a keen 
appreciation of their befitting mot to , 
"Excelsior," the New Yorkers liaA-e striA-en 
higher and higher ( sine aspens ) Ad astra. 

T h a t thcA' thought of us a t their recent 
banquet is an axiomatic t ru th , for their 
primarx'' intention in assembling Avas 
undoubtedly t o reaAA^aken their recollections 
of college life. Notre Dame AÂ as A-ery faA'or-
ablj'- represented a t their meeting, and 
AA'̂ hercA'cr such an assembty of cheerful 
comrades come together i t goes AAathout 
saA'ing t h a t a jolly good time mus t ensue. 
In this mat te r .concerning the New York 
banquet AÂC can claim no Delphic inspiration, 
for the particulars haA ê been double-typed 
in one of the Eastern papers. We learn t h a t 
our Alumni Society in the Empire S ta te 
held i ts annual dinner and reunion on the 
scA'^enteenth of las t month. The banquet-"^ 
hall AÂ as tastefulh'- decorated Avath gold and 
blue, colors emblematic AAdiercA'-er seen- of 
Notre Dame's unsullied claim t o rank among 
the foremost colleges in our country. I t 
needs no Milton t o say t h a t the table 
was " richh'' spread in regal mode," nor 

AÂ otild a modem AA r̂iter Tail (particularly 
AX'-hen there is question of a college banquet) 
t o mention a AA-ord about the music. We 
maA'- be certain t h a t Doretti 's Royal I ta l ian 
Orchestra-^AA-hich had been engaged b j ' our 
aristocratic alumni—played loud enough t o 
deafen the unclassic ra t t l ing of kniA'-es find 
forks. HoweA-er, no simple \-egetable fare 
marred the liarmonA'- of music or graced 
the board of o^r fastidious "Excels iors ;" 
AAdiercA'er thcA^ dine Apollo himself m a y 
deign t o par take . 

Before the dinner AA-as serA-ed F r a n k P . 
DAvyer, President of the New York Alumni 
Societv, read letters of regret from our 
esteemed President, Fa the r MorrisseA', and 
from maiiA^ other guests AA'ho reluctahtlAr 
had t o forego attending. Among those 
present Avere: Peter McElligott, Thomas 
DAA^̂ er, Thomjis MurraA-, Joseph Naughton, 
William Walsen, F r a n k EA'anson, John 
McSorlcA-, Thomas Riley, F rank P . DA\wer, 
John Quinn, William K. Gardiner, Ernest 
Hammer, Edward Hammer, Patr ick Mac-
Donough, F rank Cornell, and Charles 
Gorman. 

The present students of Notre Dame mus t 
recall many of these names, for joA-ial com­
panions such as Gardiner, Flammer, etc., 
AA'ill alAvays recur AA-hen musing upon " t h e 
old familiar faces." F rank Cornell mus t hax-e 
euA'ied Doretti, for hoAÂ  could a former band ' 
member at tend a college banquet and no t 
grasp inyoluntarih ' for his _ instrument? 
Besides the toas ts , Avhich could n o t bu t be 
clever and AAntty considering the banqueters, : 
there Avas, no doubt, a riA'alrv' for poetic,--
laurels betAA-een the class poet of 1903, Air.; 
MacDonough, and Ernest Hammer AArhb 
held t h a t position during the collegiate te rm/ 
jus t completed. If AA'C mus t predict a victor 
let our choice fall on Pat r ick MacDonough 
AÂ hose editorship on las t A-ear's ScHOiiASTid 
stands on- i t s own merits. : . ' ^ 

On t h e 19th ins tant the club held a; 
smoker a t Heah-'s, Columbus Ave. and . 
Sixty-Sixth Street; a report of the same, 
Avill probably be contained in our next, 
issue. The New York Alumni Society w i l l -
hold i ts annual meeting and dinner in April,' 
Avhen the election of officers Avill t ake place.; 
All Notre Dame students 'in the A'icinity of4 
NeAv York a r e requested t o correspond .with^-; 
the Secretary, P.~McEliigott, 140 -Nassau Sfc? 
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Athlet ic Notes. 

From now^ on until the weatlier permits 
of outdoor work the gA^mnasium ^vill be a 
busA' place between the hours of 3 and 
4:30 p . m. From 3 t o 3:45 p . m. the t rack 
men will reign supreme; the remaining 
three-quarters of an hour will be devoted 
to baseball practice. * 

must develoiD an entii^el}' new battery, and 
face the problem of j)i*OA'iding an entire 
outfield together Avith a first-baseman. I t 
is truly an herculean task for ain- ca^Dtain; 
bu t we have the greatest confidence in 
O'Connor's abilit3'- as a leader, and if he 
is given the proper support Ave believe t h a t 
the coming season will see Notre Dame 
represented hj a team t h a t will reflect the 
greatest credit on her. 

While the t rack outlook is not dazzling 
in its brightness, still the prospects are \y\ 
no means disquieting. We have seen w h a t 
Coach Holland can do with a small bunch 
of inexj)erienced men under adverse circum­
stances. The students should show their 
ai^preciation of his jDast efforts and give him 
a chance t o show w h a t he can do with a 
larger squad. We have no preparatory 
school men wi th records, and he must tiw 
to develox^ a team from r a w matei'ial. This 
he can no t do if the students do not respond 
to his call. Every man who thinks t h a t 
he has am'- la tent abilitA^ within him should 
come out. If A^OU fail, no one AA*ill laugh a t 
A ôu, AAdiile if A-OU should succeed in AAanning 
,a j)oint for the Gold and Blue A'-OU will haA-̂ e 
exj)erienced the satisfaction of raising the 
colors of A'our Alma. Mater one notch higher 
in the estimation of the athletic AA ôrld. 
Indifference has been the cause of maiiA'-
failures, a t Notre Dame, let it no t mar her 
record of 1905. 

Sih^er and Draper AAdll represent Notre 
Dame in the F i rs t Regiment games t o be 
held a t Chicago on Jan . 26. Sih-er has been-
entered in the fortA'̂ -A-ard dash and DrajDcr 
wdll comjDete bo th in the fort3'"-A''ard dash 
and the hurdles. Owing t o a badh'- bruised 
shoulder sustained in the De PauAA"- game 
Draper could n o t enter the shot put . Coach 
Holland AAall no t allow him t o i3ut the shot 
for a t least tAA'̂ o months t o come. 

Next MondaA'- Captain O'Connor Avill 
issue a call t o the baseball candidates. Of 
las t 3''ear's t eam orAy fiA'^e are eligible for 
the coming season: , namely, O'Connor, 
O'Gorman, McHenry and O'Neill. I t is a 
scA'-ere t a sk t h a t confronts Capt. O'Connor; 
forj -AÂ th the exception of O'Gorman, he 

The UniA^ersit3^ of Illinois has the sincere 
S3'mxDatlw of Notre Dame in the sad death 
of Ralph Roberts her baseball caj)tain for 
1905. Roberts played centrefield for Illinois 
last season, and the members of our team 
AA'ho AA'-ere acquainted AAnth him declare t h a t 
he w^as not onh^ a grand ball-pla3^er but 
a perfect gentleman. 

Shaughness3', our reliable centre-fielder, AA'ill 
traA'cl in fast compan3'^ next season. He has 
been signed t o pla3'' an outfield for Wash­
ington in the American League. " S h a g " 
AA'-as one of the best base-runners oxex seen 
on Cartier Field. 

A lai"ge room on the ground floor of the 
g3'-mnasium has recenth' been fitted UJD as 
a troxDlw room, and AAdll be oiDcii Q.\&rj dsy 
for inspection 133'- students and A'isitors. The 
AA-̂ all is lined Axath glass cases containing 
silken banners and. prize CU]DS AÂ OII b3'- our 
teams of fornier 3'^ears. There is also a 
collection of pictures shoAAdng the different 
teams t h a t haA'-e represented Notre Dame 
on the athletic field in the past . There are 
also numerous indiAddual jjl'^otographs of 
athletes Avho gained renoAAai here; among 
them t h a t of the famous Jewett , AAdio in his 
time held scA^eral AA'-orld's records. The credit 
for this attractiA'-e room belongs t o Bro. 
Hugh AAdio conceiA'cd and carried out the 
plan. Let us hope t h a t before the present 
3^ear has passed aAA'̂ a3'- A\'-e AAdll haA'-e made 
scA^eral additions t o the . troiDliies already 
displa3^ecl. 

The Carrolb Hall basket-ball team has 
organized for the season, haAdng elected 
Morn as Captain. Considering the material , 
and; the abundant facilities for :j)ractice the 
Carrollites, should; haA'-e an excellent team. 
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Chicago rej)orts twent3^ candidates a t the 
first indoor practice. Of last 3'ear's team 
she has lost the entire outfield, her first 
baseman and all except one of her pitchers. 

There is great activity a t present in the 
athletic line (among the Minims). Basket 
ball is veiy popular, and hardly a daA^ goes 
bv wi thout a livelv game being held in their 
gym. Alreadj'' plans are being formed for 
an indoor meet t o be held in the big g\an-
nasium some time next month. Smith and 
Roe were chosen t o cajDtain the t w o teams 
and have alread\'' selected their respective 
sides. From now on both squads will t ra in 
hard, so t h a t when the final test for 
'supremacy'' arrives they should be in the 
best of condition. Much interest centres 
around the contest t h a t will ensue between 
Cavanaugh and Schneider in the half-mile. 
Sclineider recently beat Cavanaugh on the 
board floor of St. Edward 's , but the la t ter 
is'Sure of his ability t o wdn on the dirt t rack. 
Professor Reno has kindly consented t o 
help the little fellows along in making 
arrangements for the meet. 

«• * 
The first indoor baseball game of the 

season occurred in the g^nn. last Thursdaj ' 
between teams from Sorin and Brownson. I t 
resulted in an easj^ victoiy for the Sorinites, 
\vho obtained the unusual number of 37 
hits oif Hertzell. Sheehan led a t the bat , 
having six hits t o his credit. The fine 
pitching of McNeruA'- for Sorin kept Browai-
son's score quite IOAV; the best the3r could 
do was t o obtain seven hits, ^vhich netted 
seven runs. The first score \vas 25 t o 7. 
The batteries were—for Sorin, McNenn-
and Sheehan; for Browiison, Hertzell and 
Brogan. J. F . S. 

Dame club in the new s ta te and indications 
point t o his being successful a t i t . George 
has the push, for he was a Varsit\ ' man 
in his day. 

— \̂Ve are pleased t o announce t h a t Mr. 
Eugenio P . Rayneri, Architectural Engineer, 
class of '04, has passed recentty in Havana , 
Cuba, wi th the highest honors, the govern­
ment examination for the position of Archi­
tectural Engineer. Mr. Rayneri received 
special mention from his examiners who 
awarded him the highest standing. He is 
now holding a ver\' responsible position 
under the government and performing satis-
factorih"- the duties of his office. This well-
deserved success comes as a reward for the 
thorough and faithful w'ork done b^- Mr. 
Raj'iieri Avhile a student in the University. 
We wish for him many A-ears of success and 
honor in his chosen profession. 

—^The news of the advancement and pro­
motion of old students is a lways hailed 
\Adth much joy. Angus D. McDonald (student 
'9 6-'00) was recenth' promoted t o the 
auditing department of the Pacific S3'stem. 
The officials of the Southern Pacific wi th 
w-hom Angus has been closeh' connected 
during the pas t few A^ears, speak very highly 
of his abilities. He will be remembered as 
the captain and s ta r first-baseman of our 
baseball team. He also figured prominently 
in the role of a A'arsitv- football player. No _ 
one who has ever known him, whether on 
or off the athletic field, can forget him. The 
SCHOLASTIC wishes him every success in 
his new office. 

Card of Sympathy. 

ersona Is. 

—^Brother Alphonsus has retired from his 
post as head-prefect of Brownson Hall for 
the time" being. On account of protracted 
illness he has no t been able t o return as 
expected, and Brother Hugh has taken his 
place. 

—George W. Kux3pler, graduate in L a w 
1901, is doing nicely in Oklahoma Cit3', 
Oklahoma. George is working up a Notre 

Whereas, I t has pleased God in His infinite 
goodness and wisdom t o call t o Himself the 
father of our fellow-student and companion, 
Denis MoiTison of Carroll Hall, be i t 

Resolved, Tha t we, the undersigned, on 
behalf of his fellow-students and companions, 
tender him our heartfelt sj-mpathj^, and also 
t h a t a copA- of these resolutions be printed 
in the SCHOLASTIC. 

William Hej^ ' 
Charles O'Connor 
Charles Kellej^ .-

' Lawerence Symonds 
• Edgar Fairfax , -..-/.., 
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L o c a l I t ems . 

—Classes in tA-pewriting will be held everj-
day fi-oni 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. A phonograplty 
class a t 7:30 p. m. has been started t o 
accommodate the students. Those desiring 
to pursue such a course should report t o 
Bro. Paul . 

—^Bill: "SaA'j do A'OU know t h a t the tables 
have jus t come out of the iniirmar3'?" 

J im: "No . Have thcA'? What v^̂ as the 
m a t t e r ? " 

Bill: "Wlw, the3- were all broken uf) 
durius: the holidaA^s." 

—^The mam'- new students, and the old 
ones as ^vell, take an especial delight in 
making frequent visits t o the na ta tor ium. 
Those in-charge of this indoor " l a k e " are 
t o be commended for their diligence in seeing 
t o the cleanliness and tem]3erature of the 
building. 

—Once more the pla^'^-hall of St. Edward ' s 
Hall is alive with promising 3^oung athletes. 
Indeed so well occupied is it t h a t should 
a stranoer venture in there he would soon 
find himself compelled t o step liveh^ t o avoid 
being hit by flA-ing hand-balls and baseballs, 
or beat a liastA" retreat. 

—The Minim t rack team have been train­
ing, and from t h e present outlook thcA'̂  will 
put up a s t rong fight against the ex-Minims 
next spring. Ever\'- dox they ma\ ' be seen 
practising the "-runs" and the hurdles. 
Regular vf^ork has no t as yet begun, for no 
suitable coach has been secured. 

—The students regret t h a t thcA' Avill no 
longer see the genial Bro. Bruno a t his post 
in the basement of the Main Building. He 
has removed t o the new and improvised 
trunk-room over the nata tor ium. Though 
thcA' shall meet him seldom still thcA'̂  shall 
find his conversation as enjoj'-able and as 
instructive as usual. * • 

—One of our unwdse "SOJDIIS" w a s j)^^t on 
t r ia l the other da^', and b\'' the unanimous 
verdict of a jurx^ of his peers w^as found guilt3'' 
of the following effort on the imiDroved 
condition of,the universitv walks : 

- ' " - ~i • ' 
Little loads of cinders, . 

Little grains of sand, 
Prevent,excessive motion 

And a niiglit3-' land. 
. —The Sorin Cadets, reorganized las t 

Thursday morning for the coming season. 
Practice will be given them ever3'- Thursda3'' 
tinder the carefiil -supervision and direction 
of Colonel W.. G; Emerson, a man of w i d e 
experience in this useful departrrient of 
exercise and training.^ A m e e t i n g of • the 
cadets will be held next v̂ '̂ eek t o elect 
officers., - The Minims rdahifest remarkable 

interest in the drilling; and u'̂ e ma3'' look 
forward t o a sj)irited competition next June 
for the S3anonds Gold Medal, which is 
awarded t o the most proficient cadet. 

—The St. Joseph Literar3^ and Debating 
Societ3^ held a meeting Jtin. IS , and elected 
the following ofiicers for the ensuing 3^ear: 
Rev. Fa ther Mallo3', Spiritual Director;. Mr. 
P. M. Mall033, President; Edward O'Flynn, 
A^ice-President; John W. Sheehan, Secretar3^; 
V. A. Parrish, Modera tor ; C. G. Sullivan, 
Sergeant-a t -Arms. Great enthusiasm w a s 
slioAvn throughout the meeting and much 
interest has been manifested b3' all the 
members. After a few remarks made b3'̂  the 
President and the other officers urging the 
co-operation of all, the meeting adjourned. 

—One of the niost notable events in 
Pi t t sburg societ3'' during the Christmas 
holidaA^s ^vas a dance given b3^ the Penn-
S3dvania Club of the Universit3'. The 
memlDers of the club for the last four 3^ears 
have had the idea t h a t such a function 
would be a benefit both t o the Club and 
t o the Universit3^, but until this 3'ear the 
j^lans had never been Avorked out. 

The feature of the dance v^-as the bringing 
together of a large number of Noti*e Dame 
alumni and friends. Prominent among the 
old students present Avere Charles Kane, 
Austin Page, Clarence Diebold, Michael A. 
Diskin, Adoljjh Zang- and Herbert Dashbach. 
Tha t all liaA ê remained lo3'-al to Notre Dame 
.AÂ as CA'idenced 133- their presence, and b3^ the 
AÂa3'- all joined in a heart3'- "U. N. D." after 
the completion of the program. The dance 
AÂ as declared 133'- all present t o haA ê been 
a grand success; and it has been A^oted t o 
make the same CA ênt an annual affair 
hereafter. 

—A Â er3'- enjo3'-ab]e social AA'-as held a t St. 
Joseph's Hall during the holida3^s, bu t 
OAAnng t o lack of space an account of i t 
AA'-as omitted from the- last issue of this 
paper. The affair Avas arranged and con­
ducted b3'- Bro. Florian, and this* alone 
Avas a g-ua.rantee • of i ts success. The earty 
p a r t of the CA^ening Avas dcA'oted t o an 
entertainment, AA'̂ hich included solos b3^ Mr. 
Gallart and a cake walk 133'- Messrs. SulliA-an 
and BA'-mes. After this and the testinsr of 
some A êry fine HaA'^anas, the guests sa t doAvn 
t o a banquet, the pleasant memories of 
AA'̂ hich - still._ linger. Toasts Avere proposed 
and responded t o . Mr. William Robinson 
acted as tpas tmas te r . : Dancing w a s then 
indulged in until a late hour. Before the 
part3^ broke up, a A'-pteof thanks t o Brother 
Florian -AA'-as i3assed 133'- the guests, for i t is 
t o his kindness a n d . forethought t h a t the, 
success of the. social ^ must be , a t t r ibuted. 
Among ; those ^present w^ere. Fa thers Mar r 
aiid Schumacher, arid Brother Camille from 
S 6 r i n ~ H a l K .• , " . ~ 


