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On the Cover 

This week's cover story, by writer Michelle 
Crouch, highlights Notre Dame's outstand­
ing fencing program. This program is one 
that has developed by leaps and bounds over 
the years, and this article, which focuses on 
the contribution of coach Yves Auriol 
should serve as a good introduction to th~ 
team and its achievements. 

Please Take Note 

Due to space constraints, Scholastic was 
unable to credit this week's Final Word 
writer on the same page as her article. The 
piece was written by Laurie Brink, rector of 
Pasquerilla West. 

In This Issue 

In addition to the pieces mentioned above 
this issue contains articles on the Hesburgh 
Program in Public Policy, reviews and 
commentary on Spike Lee 's Malcolm X, and 
a feature on all-nighters (which is becoming 
increasingly relevant as the end of the se­
mester approaches). Also, readers will find 
all of the usual weekly departments. . 

This is our last issue of the semester. We 
would like to wish you a safe, happy and 
healthy holiday season. See you next year! 

David J. Holsinger 
Executive Editor 

I would like to commend Scholastic for its piece entitled "Black and White" in its 
Novem ber 19, 1992 edition. Michelle Crouch's analysis of the problem of racial tensions 
on campus was refreshing. This particular issue is one that odes not get the attention it 
de~ands. As a so~homore, I have s~en first-hand the strained relations, academically, 
spiritually and so.cmlly, between whltes and blacks at the university. It is my hope that 
Ms. Crouch's article may prove to' be a foundation upon which the Notre Dame student' 
body, faculty and staff can begi? to build a more positive relationship between the races. 

A few years ago, the predommantly African-American organization Students United 
fO.r Respect (S~FR) participated in various activities to highlight their disenchantment' 
Wlth .r~ce rel~tlons. on cam~us. The discrimination policy cited in du Lac is one result 
of thiS gro~p s actIOns. I firmly ~elieve th~t the .Scholastic article "Black and White" 
c~upled wlth t?~ current outp~urmg of concern from both blacks and whites at Notre 
Dame may faclittate a change m race relations. . 

Any student at Notr~ Dame cannot deny that racial discrimination occu~s. None of us 
should be proud of ~IS fact, but ~ore importantly,we allmust strive to address this 
problem honestl~, rationally and with open minds ... It is also important to recognize that 
the s.tu.dent ?ody IS not solely at fault for the current state of affairs; The tnie test of the 
?dml~lstratl.on of th? U~iversity of Notre Dame and its deqication to the "strong belief 
m the mtegrIty and dlgnt ty of all people" will be its response to Michelle Crouch's "Black 
and White." .. 

Karen DuBay 
Sophomore 
Breen Phillips Hall 

Scho~i~ ispublishedu;eekly t?roughout tn.sCJwoI yearexup/ during 
I!XIlmmatlOn and vaCJdIDn p""ods at the Unir;crsity of Notre Dame 
Notre Dame, lN, ~6~56 and printed at ne Pa".,s, Inc., Milford, 11-1 
46542. nesubscrrplron rate is $25.00Jyear and backissuesare avaiIRble 
at $J.25/cupy .. Tn. opinions expressed in Scholastic are those of tnt 
aut~ors ~ ~dltors and do not necessarily represent the opinionsoftn. 
~lrre ~rt~"al ~ard of Scholastic or of tnt University of Notre Dame, 
Its admlnr5trah,:,,~ faculty or students. Editorials signed ScholRstic 
r'Present.tn. opmlon of tnt majority of th .. e:recutive editorinl board. 

. Manuscrrpts are we/come. All unsa/icitied malerials become the prop­
erly of Scholaslic. . . 

~.righl1992 Scholll.<lic Magazine. All rights reserr;cd. &produc. 
Iron m.whole orin part without written p"rmission is prohibited. 

, ; 

.. 

ullers/OScholRsticmuslbelyPtda.ndincJudetn.wriler'sname addrt:SS 
and phone nlll7lber • . Unir;crsity students should include lki; y_ in 
school a.nd colleg~. FIllultY7tltrr';bersshouid include lkirtieparlment. All 
~etters must be .. grl<d. Names will be withkld upan rtquesl in certmn 
mstanClS. 
Scholaslic reserves the righl'to reject lette;s llult ",elibeloUs or bbScene by 
the lows ~f Ihe Unite;t Stales. ScholRstic also will edit for cupyfitting, 
grammat.laU or 5p</~rng errors a.nd ScholRstic style. Because of space, 
ScholasllC cannot prrnOzll leiters received.' . ... 

Addrt:SS';" cOir~a 10: 

'The Editor ' . 
Scholaslic 

. Wortune Cmlir 
Notre Dame, IN.~SS6 

Campus fortified against bug's early assault 

by Patrick Lyons 

. Just as every sP,ring millions of birds 
migrate from south to north, so does 

the virus that causes the flu every fall and 
winter, according to Dr. James Moriarity, 
lead' physican of University Health Ser­
vices. "As the Northern hemisphere gets 
colderin the fall,theflu viruses that were in 
the Southern hemisphere migrate north," 
Moriarity said. . 

This year, the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) and the state of Indiana warned the 
St. Joseph County Health Department to 
start its flu prevention early. According to 
the department's director of nursing, . 
Patricia Paszkiet, ''This year we started 
giving out shots in October, but usually we 
start in November." The reason is simple: 
last year the flu season started early, so it is 
very possible that it will start early this year 
as well. . . 

While St. Joseph County charged $4 for 
flu shots (the cost of the vaccination) at 
Notre Dame, University Health Services 
provided free shots. This:year, health ser­
vices reported that it gave ou(3;659 flu shots 
to students, staff arid retirees. About half of 

, the vaccinations were given to students. 
. Although a pharmacist at a locai drug 

store said that it isn't neCessary for college 
students to have flu shots, Carol Seager, the 
director of University Health Services, said 
that the CPC recommends flu shots for 
people 'living in "military barracks, prisons 

and residence halls." These three living 
arrangements share one common' trait: each 
masses hundreds of people into a relati vely 
small living area where the people have a 
good deal of personal contact. 

These shots have been offered for the past 
four years, and in each of these years, the 

number of flu cases has been lower than in 
. the years before Lhey were offered, accord­
ingto Seager. . 

Before the shots, "so many people were 
sick that you could hardly get in the door [of 
the health center]," Seager said. "We had to 

set up cots in the halls." In the past four years, 
the number of cases has fallen significantly. 

But one North quad resident who con­
tracted the flu last year, Said that long waits 
and overcrowded waiting rooms have not 
been completeiy remedied. "I had to wait for 
two hours just to get to see the nurse, and then 
another hour to see the doctor," the junior' 
said. Students can avoid some of the lines by 
avoiding the peak hours. Seager said that the 
lines are longest on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Fridays at 11 :00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. She said 
that "class schedules play a major part as to 
when students come to infirmary. In general, 
the earlier in the day that a student comes in, 
the shorter the lines." 

The shots, which were given iIi October, 
take about a month to be effective. About 90 
percent of people who get a flu shot will be 
protected from the flu. This protection may 
not entirely keep its recipient from develop­
ing the flu, but if the person does come down 
with influenza, it will be a much milder case' 
than it would have been without the shot. 

There isno danger of catching the flu/rom 
these shots, Moriarity said. "The vaccine 
contains killed viruses which cannot cause' 
the flu." Some people maycomplain of a mild 
fever, joint aches or, rarely, serum sickness, 
but the flu itself is never caused by the vac-. 
cine. 

Internationally, the World Health Organi­
zation (WHO), an arm of the United Nations, 
monitors flu outbreaks and their effects on. 
different populations. Using data from WHO 
and information that they have collected on 
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therr own, the C?C and the Nanon.al ~n~u- I~S. ~ccordmg t~ a flu information pamphlet The flu is a potentially life-threatenin 
enza. Center decide upon the vacclOe s m- dl~tnbu.te~ at Umversity Health Services, an disease, especially for the chronically i~ 
gred~ents each year. The contents of the epidemiC IS an outbreak of illness that can and the elderly. There have been three 
vac~me change annually, based on the spread from region to region, while a major epidemics in this century acco d 
strams that were widespread during the last pandemic spreads worldwide. ing to a pamphlet from the health' centr -
flu season "I d' ,. er. . n lana wasn thlthard last year," Paszkiet In 1918 the Spanish flu killed 500 000 
n Beca~se therear~so many new and differ- said, "and from what I heard, there weren't as Americ~s. The Asian flu killed 70:000 

e t strams o~flu v~us, thes~ groups c~nnot many cases at Notre Dame as there were in the Americans iri 1957. And in 1968,35,000 
?lway~ predict which one Will be dommant county proportionally." Americans died from the Hong Ko fl 
In a ~pven year. "A couple years ago, the But with its geographical diversity and fre- Besides the flu shot which is an ir;;;po u~ 
vacc~ne manufacturers pro,;ided. u~ wit~ a q~ent visitors,. Moriarty said, "Notre Dame tant step toward prev~nting the influen:a 
va~clO.e that ,;"as no~ useful, :v.r0nanty SaId. mIrrors the nallon" with respect to the impact virus, there are several precautions stu-

. This y~ s vaccme contain~ the Texas A of the flu virus. dents can take to reduce their chances of 
v~~, whlc~ started .Iast year lo. Tex~s, t~e There are no concrete numbers on just how contracting the disease, according to in-
BelJmg A ViruS, whlc~ started ~n Chma m many people get the flu each year in St. Joseph formation furnished by University Health 
1989 and Shoul? be dYI~g out thiS year, and County or South Bend. "The flu isn'tareport- Services. 
the P~am~ B VI~S, which started in 1990," able disease like AIDS, but we call doctors Unlike AIDS, the flu is transmitted ve 
Paszklet Said. Dlffer~nt str~ins of the flu are ?nd emergency rooms every so often to get an easily. The flu can be transmitted throu ~ 
named after the area In which they are frrst Idea of how the disease is spreading," Paszkiet the air from a door handle or a h g 
reported. In general, the A viruses cause said ' . pone, 
more severe symptoms and can cause both . towels, glasses and ?Ishe.s, and ev. e.n a tU,be 

According to University Health Services, of toothp t B d d 
epidemics and pandeml'cs, whl'le B vrr' uses h as e. eSI es Just av.Ol 109 Sick t e symptoms of the flu are fever, chills, an p I I h h th 

_ are less severe and can cause onl e idem- eop e, p~op e w o.was err hands of-
y p extremely sore throat, a cough, a general sick ten, use disposable tissues (as opposed to 

feeling and handkerchiefs) and avoid rubbing their 
muscle aches. A eyes or touching their mouths or noses are 
common miscon- less likely to come down with the flu. 
ception is that the Furthermore, getting enough sleep, eating 
influenza virus a well-balanced diet with extra fruits and 
can cause vomit- fruit juices and exercising regularly can 
ing. But vomit- keep up the body's natural resistance. 
ing is indicative Smoking, which damages air passages, 
of a gastro-intes- can make the body less able to resist the 
tinal virus or dis- virus. 
ease, whereas the Cold air or dampness cannot cause the 
flu is a bronchial flu. There is som~ evidence that a sudden 
disease. "The flu temperature change can bring on symp­
is a two-week toms more rapidly, but the temperature 
dis e a s e ," cannot itself cause the flu. Dry heat may 
Moriarity added. aggravate flu symptoms because de-hu­
Long bouts of the midified air can increase the discomfort of 
flu, especially a cough by drying out the bronchial pas­
the "stomach sages: 
flu," are there- University Health Services recom­
fore misleading mends that students, and anyone else who 
names for en- do~scontracttheflu,getplentyofbedrest, 
tirely different drmk lots of' fluids, take a, cough 
maladies. suppressant and aspirin, keep warm, eat 

W h i I e Wisely and avoid smoking. ' Antibiotics 
, millions ofaren?tef~ectiveagainstthenu;butmaybe 
'people are in- reqUired If complications occur. Antihis­
fected with, the tamines are also not ,'effective and may 
flu each year and cause bronchial complications.-· A student 
the vast majority with a seriolis case of:the flu should stay 

Nick Spangler recover, some home from classes, not only to recover, 
people do die. but,alsotoavoidinfectinganyoneelse. 0 

End Time 
At the end of the semester, students now have two days of 

uninhibited study or play 

by Mark Mitchell 

S Lanford has a full week, Princeton has ' 
nearly a month and, for the first time, 

Notre Dame has two. These unknown ele­
ments are study days: days before final 
exams during which there are no classes, but 
which count as class days. The concept is 
not new; most universities throughout the 
country have some number of study days, 
but this exam period marks the advent of the 
days at Notre Dame. 

The issue was first brought before the 
academic council last spring as one of the 
present presidential administration's cam­
paign promises. While the matter passed the 
council, it did not ride without objections. 

Junior Bill Dailey acted as the student 
advocate before the council, which is com­
prised, of faculty and administrators. "I 
researched the matter, de,tennined exactly 
what 1 would be seeking 'from; the council 
and got myself on the agenda," h~ said. "We 
were trying to address two problems: first, 
,that two days is not enough to effectively , 
study for final exams, and second, that there 
is a certain ineqqity to the exam schedule 
whenone person can have four days to study 
an~,another can "have only two simply be-

cause of when their exams fall." After dis­
cussing study day policy with several other 
universities, Dailey proposed to the council 

that the last two days of the semester be 
scheduled class days (for accreditation pur­
poses), but that there be no scheduled 
classes. While, professors may call review 
sessions, they cannot be mandatory. The net 
result is four days (including the weekend) 

of preparation for final exams. 
"There were three objections raised in the 

course of the discussion: that if students 
have four days to study, they just won 'tgo to 
class during the semester and cram all their 
studying into the last four days; that given 
two days without classes, students will seize 
the opportunity to destroy their donns; and 
that professors would not be able to effec­
tively teach their material because they lose 
one full class day," said Dr. Neal Delaney, a 
member of the academic council. "After 
Bill [Dailey] addressed these objections, it 
became clear that if students don't go to 
class because they have study days, we need 
to recruit a new student body and a new 
faculty; if they destroy their donns, we need 
a new student body and new rectors; and if 
teachers can't reorganize their material to 
accommodate the loss of a day, we new a 

,new faculty." Even though the matter 
passed the council unanimously, with, the ' 
approach of the first study days, many are 
watching with a cautious eye to see ifthefree 
time will prove to be an effective addition to 
the academic calendar. 

Members of the faculty are largely in 
favor Qf the measures to give students more 
time to study. "1 think it's a great idea. 
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End Time 
At the end of the semester, students now have two days of 

uninhibited study or play 

by Mark Mitchell 

S Lanford has a full week, Princeton has ' 
nearly a month and, for the first time, 

Notre Dame has two. These unknown ele­
ments are study days: days before final 
exams during which there are no classes, but 
which count as class days. The concept is 
not new; most universities throughout the 
country have some number of study days, 
but this exam period marks the advent of the 
days at Notre Dame. 

The issue was first brought before the 
academic council last spring as one of the 
present presidential administration's cam­
paign promises. While the matter passed the 
council, it did not ride without objections. 

Junior Bill Dailey acted as the student 
advocate before the council, which is com­
prised, of faculty and administrators. "I 
researched the matter, de,tennined exactly 
what 1 would be seeking 'from; the council 
and got myself on the agenda," h~ said. "We 
were trying to address two problems: first, 
,that two days is not enough to effectively , 
study for final exams, and second, that there 
is a certain ineqqity to the exam schedule 
whenone person can have four days to study 
an~,another can "have only two simply be-

cause of when their exams fall." After dis­
cussing study day policy with several other 
universities, Dailey proposed to the council 

that the last two days of the semester be 
scheduled class days (for accreditation pur­
poses), but that there be no scheduled 
classes. While, professors may call review 
sessions, they cannot be mandatory. The net 
result is four days (including the weekend) 

of preparation for final exams. 
"There were three objections raised in the 

course of the discussion: that if students 
have four days to study, they just won 'tgo to 
class during the semester and cram all their 
studying into the last four days; that given 
two days without classes, students will seize 
the opportunity to destroy their donns; and 
that professors would not be able to effec­
tively teach their material because they lose 
one full class day," said Dr. Neal Delaney, a 
member of the academic council. "After 
Bill [Dailey] addressed these objections, it 
became clear that if students don't go to 
class because they have study days, we need 
to recruit a new student body and a new 
faculty; if they destroy their donns, we need 
a new student body and new rectors; and if 
teachers can't reorganize their material to 
accommodate the loss of a day, we new a 

,new faculty." Even though the matter 
passed the council unanimously, with, the ' 
approach of the first study days, many are 
watching with a cautious eye to see ifthefree 
time will prove to be an effective addition to 
the academic calendar. 

Members of the faculty are largely in 
favor Qf the measures to give students more 
time to study. "1 think it's a great idea. 
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t 
:: .. 1' . Students really need time to relax and 
i . regroup and do some constructive studying 
i'l b~fore their exams. I really think that stu-
I d i,j . ents will use the time to their advantage with 
i::. responsible studying," said Dr. Elizabeth 
Ii Forbis of the College of Arts and Letters. 
Iii Delaney said, "Just the fact that this was a 
:I'l measure proposed by th.e students, re-
i:11 . searched by the students and presented so' 
iii,,' lweldl ththat it Pdassdes the counlcil. unanimously 

'. en s e stu y ays great egltimacy." He 
Iii' continued, "I think it's a great opportunity for 
1:1 students - every other college has them -
['.1' . and if they don't go to class because of their 
Ii study days, then we've made more mistakes 
i, ihan just approving the study days." 
i:1 .The office of residence life has issued rules 
1,1 . for the days which the rectors of the halls are 
!'i toenforce. Primarily, the study days will be 

periods of 24-hourquiet time. But much 
responsibility is still left to the rectors with 
respect to keeping order during the new pe-

i! riod. "I have more faith in the students than 
ij 
~! . to presume that they will abuse this privilege .. 

I think they will recognize the value of the 
study days and behave accordingly. I'm not 
allowing any partying in the dorm over the 
four days, but I don't think that's ridiculqus," 

, ' " • '- • ' • ~ ,~' ... J • I, ... • - -

No Mon. 
We.'VCL got 

STUDYDAYS~ 

said Brother Edward Luther, rec'tor of 
Fisher Hall. 

"I think we may see a little bit of a 
challenge with so many free days, but I'm 
sure the students won't go crazy or any­
thing. Ifanything, they'll get bored with all 
the free time, but we've gota hall decoration 

contest during those days and a big Christmas 
Mass to break up the time," said Father Andre 
Leveille of Cavanaugh Hall. Luther added, 
"If anyone decides to use his study days to 
damage his room, he'll be living off-campus 
next semester." 

Students are prepared to use their study 
days fully and, most likely, responsibly. "I'll 
study for a couple hours each day and I'll 
spend the rest of the time relaxing and recov­
ering from the semester," said junior John 
Vissari. Freshman Chris Lee, who has not 
known an exam period without study days, 
commented, "I think it's a great idea for us to 
catch up on homework and get a little rest. It 
may not seem like a lot of time, but four days 
is plenty." And senior Kirsten Binda, who 
has spent three years of final exams without 
the study days, noted, "It'll help not to be 
given new material so close to the exam, and 
if teachers are worried about losing class 
time, it's only one day off. They can live with 
that." 

Thus, as final exams approach and Noire 
Dame acquires its first study days, a close eye 
will be kept on how the two new days work. 
Delaney noted, "How these first two go will 
determine whether or not study days. win a 
spot on. the schedule in the future ~ some 
.people really want their class days back." o . 

Campus Watch 
. . BY THE GIPPER 

I never thought I would have to say this in 
CampusWatch, but it has finally happened. 
Yes, ladies and gentlemen, that's right: The 
Gipperreceived too much mail to be able to 
respond to all of yourletlers! Wow! Thanks, 
folks, and keep writing in. 

FISHER WANTS 
THE "F"BACK 

A concerned Fisherite, Mr. Brian Foley, 
wrote to the Gipper this week to lament the 
loss of the giant neon "F" which formerly 
adorned South quad's second most hideous 
concrete edifice (after the Bookstore). Ap-. 
parently Fisher residents have become quite' 
imte at the loss of the "F" because unsus­
pecting Pangbomresidents, no longer able 
to tell their own dorm apart from neighbor­
ing Fisher, have begun to wander into .the 
wrong. dormitory. (Just kidding.) Those 
who really want that loathsome piece of 
alphabetic bravado to illuminate South quad 
once again can contact Mr. Foley. Person­
ally,the Gipp is pleased that it's gone. 

. Maybe Fisher could try hanging some kind 
of modern neon sculpture up there instead. 

- FALL SLIME 
CONTEST WINNERS 

Three readers responded to the Gipp's 
plea to name that gunk made of wet leaves 

. and dirt which sticks to sidewalks during the 
month of November. Michael Steinbacher 
of Keenan Hall sugge.,§t!> calling it 
"aquamuck," and Dan Sheridan of Fisher 
Hall says to call the stuff "schmeg." Mr. 
Sheridan also recommends modifying the 
word "schmegU as conditions warrant. For 
instance, frozen wet leaves could be called 
"Arctic schmeg." The other suggestion, 
from Dave Horan of Stanford Hall, is 
"quadmire" (like "quagmire"). Readers are 

free to choose which term to pencil into their 
dictionaries. Thanks, guys. 

COMPUTER LAB 
METHODS REVEALED. 

A source known as Pat wrote the Gipp to 
explain how computer lab assistants decide 
which computer to assign to. users. This 
sounds like a bunch of malarkey to all of us 
hereatScholastic. (Oureditorisevenamath 
major.) We'll let it slide for the sake of 
running this blurb. Lab assistants use the 
following procedure: 

(1) Convert the last four digits of the 
user's ID numberinto binary. (For example, 
the Gipp's 1234 would equal 0000 0100 
11010010.) 

(2) This number is shifted bitwise to the 
left, 10 digits for a Mac useror 11 digits for 
an IBM user, and then shifted back the same 
number of digits to the right. (This means 

that theGipp's number is now 0001 OOlOfor 
a Mac, or 0000 0010 for an IBM.) 

(3) Take the numerical value of the user's 
initials and then convert this to binary. (For 
The Gipper, T +G=20+ 7=27=0001 1011.) 

(4) These two numbers are "exclusive­
or"ed together and converted back to base 
10. (This is the part that confuses us.) This 
would yield 9 (0000 1001) for a Mac user,or 
else 25(0001 1001) for an IBM user~ If this 
terminal number is already taken, the at­
tendants can pretty much just put you where 
they want to. Questions? Don't write back 

. to the Gipp because he doesn't understand 
math well enough to balance his own 
checkbook. 

So there you have it. The Gipp gets mail, 
and you get your answers. Since this is the 
last issue of the semester, don't bother 
writing to' the Gipp until next semester .. 
Thanks,andhave a great breaIc. 
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ALL 

Students pull all-nighters to prepare for exams and finish projects 
By Mollie Mudd 

A ll-nighters: they are the result of pro­
crastination, poor planning, the 

quest for perfection and the threatening real­
ity of four assignments due the next day. 
Having the willpower and strength to keep 
heavy, tired eyelids from drooping and sleep 
from overtaking one's mind is essential for 
successfully pulling an all-nighter. 

In all majors, from engineering to English, 
from art to architecture, everyone seems to 
have pulled at least one all-nighter during 
their college years. With finals week ap­
proaching, the possibility of pulling one, or 
even two, is even more likely for students 
than during the regular semester. Following 
are -some true stories of determined and 
sleepy students that persevered through 
night and day without rest. 

Senior chemical engineer Paul Chisholm 
said, "I pull all-nighters about once every 
other week. I'm usually up all night in the 
DeBartolo computer cluster with my lab 
partners." Chisholm recalled seeing other 
engineers in the computer lab working all 
day and night. ''There was one afternoon 
when my friend and I were working in the 
computer lab. I left to go geta haircut, came 
back that night, left again the next morning 
to go to army P.T. and then came back ag~in 

and my friend was still sitting there working. 
He had seen me come and go each time." 

Chisholm pulls all-nighters with a serious 
attitude. "I never take a break or procrasti­
nate. Forget it. I've got a deadline staring 
me in the face!" he said. After staying up all 
night, or with a maximum of one hour of , 
sleep, Chisholm said, ''The adrenaline rush 
lasts until around 11:00 a.m., then tiredness 
hits you like a ton of bricks, my mind just 
turns 10 mush." 

Joe Benco, a civil engineering senior, re­
calls one all-nighter where almost his entire 
class was in the Fitzpatrick computer lab 
working on a project. "It was about 2:30 
a.m., everyone was tired and a bunch of guys 
burst out singing some Spanish drinking 
song. It was pretty funny," he said. Staying 
up in the computer lab working on a group 
project may seem better than trying to stay 
up alone, but, Benco said, "in multiple­
effort projects the last person's work usuaIly 
makes no sense at all. Some people just 
can't function without any sleep." 

While pulling all-nighters, Benco enjoys 
taking a study break and "going to Senior 
Bar about an hour before it closes." The 
worst thing about all-nighters, however, 
Benco said, is the recovery. "You just have 
to realize that you will never recover all of 

that lost sleep." 
Chisholm and Benco agree that what 

keeps one awake all night is "impending 
death, raw fear and lack of alternatives once 
you are in that situation." Chisholm said, 
"The best sleep you ever have is after 
you've run that last spell check, printed 
your lab out and left the computer lab as the 
sun is coming up." 

Carter Risdon, a junior mechanical engi­
neer, "operates better under pressure." Be­
cause of that, and the "few distractions at 
night," Risdon pulls about five all-nighters 
per semester. 

Risdon, a resident of Keenan Hall, said, 
"One of the most interesting things about 
pulling all-nighters is that you get to see the 
workers going into-the dining hall at 5:00 
a:m., and you haven't even been to sleep 
yet." Risdon usually stays awake to study 
for 8:00 a.m'. exams. "When they are over, 
1 just want to die, take a shower and go to 
sleep." 

Risdon and Chisholm together had ten to 
12 exams during one week and pulled three 
all-nighters in a row. "We started having 
hallucinations," Chisholm said. "After 
about hour 36, my mind was pretty 
scrambled." Risdon said that on the third 
morning, Chisholm was trying to answer 

·:··r" : .. :: .... 

" ' ~~ I,"', 

the phone but couldn't figure out was 
going on. "The phone was ringing and he 
just kept pushing the buttons and telling me 
that nobody was there. He just couldn't 
answer it." 

During another all-nighter, Risdon al­
most woke up the entire dorm. "I turned off 
the top light in my room about 4:00 a.m., 
and the fire alarm went off (for some weird 
electrical reason). 1 had about three min­
utes to turn it off before it set off the dorm's 
frre alarm. I had to wake, up one of my 
roommates, and w,e just hit it until it finally 
broke." 

One senior remembers an exciting night 
during her freshman year - an all-nighter 
that went awry. She was planning to stay up 
all night to study for a Math 105 exam. 
Later that night her friends from Stanford 
Hall telephoned her and 'told her that S1. 
Michael's Liundry was 911 fire. "I just 
couldn't miss a real live . .fire," she said. 
"Studying is important but this was ~uch 
more exciting aI;1d 1 figured I'd study when 
I got back home." The majority of her night 
was spent watching the flames and she 
finally returned home at 5:00 a.m. She 
studied a bit then planned to sleep for 45 
minutes before the 8:00 a.m. exam. "I woke 
up and the clock read 9:02. My brain finalI y 

be able to stay up all night, so we put a note 
on our professor's office door in Riley, to 
come and wake us up before the exam. That 
morning we woke up to our professor saying, 
'Wake up girls, time to take the test' It was 
pretty fun,"she said. 

"I stayed up for 99 hours straight," Jeff 
~ Mazurek, fourth-year architecture student, 
'\ said. While in Rome last year, Mazurek 
C' worked on a final design project without 
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sleep for a total of99 hours. "I was going for 
100, but I finished my project, so 1 went 
ahead and went to sleep." Mazurek was 
concerned about staying up for so long be-
cause, someone in his class told him that if 
one stays up for 120 hours he or she will go 
insane. "Ijustdidn 'tthink 1 wanted to go that 
far." He said, "I had a lot of people helping 
me stay awake. I needed support from my 
friends, because after about two days of no 
sleep, I'm usually dying." 

Mazurek's 99-hour feat in Rome is an 
extreme length for an all-nighter, even for an 

~ . architecture student. Now that Mazurek is 
back at Notre Dame, he pulls all-nighters 
about once every two weeks. "I don't plan 
them, but one can really only plan their 
schedule so far ahead. Sometimes the 
workload is so great that one needs extra time 
to finish, especially if it is a project that 
demands tedium. 1 spend a lot of mindless 
hours drawing bricks, one can get away with 
being tired for that. Thinking of ideas re­
quires sleep though; one loses their creative 
capacities without sleep," he said. 

realized that the exam had started an hour 
earlier and that I was very late. I rushed 
over there, without brushing my hair or 
teeth, and proc~ded to take the entire exam 
in seven minutes." 

Stress and lack of sleep make some 
people a little crazy. A group of English 
majors were in Knott Hall's 24-hour lounge 
preparing for an exam. All were wired with 
caffeine, their diet for the past five hours 
had consisted of Mountain Dews, buttered 
popcorn and two pizzas. The studying was 
slow, and they were getting lethargic. One 
student said: "I forget who got up frrst, but 
suddenly we were outside with no shoes or 
coats, playing in the snow. What a stress 
reliever! It was freezing but exhilarating. 
We stayed awake, cold, wet and laughing 
the rest of the night." 

A group of graphic design majors had a 
long night recently, complete with a trip to 
Azar's. Up all night studying for an art 
history exam, two seniors and a graduate 
student were studying in the Riley Hall of 
Art and Design. They needed a break so 
they went to Azar's to study and eat. "We 
were all grunged out in sweats and looking 
gross,"one student said. After that, they 
came back to Riley and resumed studying. 
"We got really tired and knew we wouldn't 

Mazurek has a variety of things to keep 
him awake. "Caffeine is. only necessary if 
you are pulling more than one all-nighter. 
Usually I have a bowl of sugar on my desk 
and 1 take spoonfuls to stay awake. 1 also 
constantly drink water," he said. Though he 
works at his table in the architecture build­
ing, Mazurek is usually by himself. "As long 
as I have my radio, 1 am all right. It is a 
powerful catalyst for staying awake. I like to 
listen to something provocative, depending 
on the mood I'm in." 

Finally, Mazurek said, "One of the best 
things about pulling all-nighters is going to 
the dining hall the next morning." After 
spending the night in the architecture build­
ing, students will all go to breakfast together 
as the sun is coming up. "We are giddy, sla{r 
happy, laughing and rambunctious. We are 
a boisterous bunch at 7:00 a.m.!" 0 
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Students pull all-nighters to prepare for exams and finish projects 
By Mollie Mudd 
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hits you like a ton of bricks, my mind just 
turns 10 mush." 

Joe Benco, a civil engineering senior, re­
calls one all-nighter where almost his entire 
class was in the Fitzpatrick computer lab 
working on a project. "It was about 2:30 
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the phone but couldn't figure out was 
going on. "The phone was ringing and he 
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be able to stay up all night, so we put a note 
on our professor's office door in Riley, to 
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morning we woke up to our professor saying, 
'Wake up girls, time to take the test' It was 
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"I stayed up for 99 hours straight," Jeff 
~ Mazurek, fourth-year architecture student, 
'\ said. While in Rome last year, Mazurek 
C' worked on a final design project without 
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sleep for a total of99 hours. "I was going for 
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Mazurek's 99-hour feat in Rome is an 
extreme length for an all-nighter, even for an 
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Students in 
Public Service 

The Hesburgh Program in Public Service focuses on . 

students' intrests in public policy 

By Peg Ward 

The typical summer job usually involves 
long hours, low pay and little satisfac­

tion. For 18 students involved in a unique 
program,however, their summer employ­
ment ~volved working beside politicians, 
l~bbYIsts and other public policy experts at 
SIteS all across the United States. . 

Just what is this program that affords such 
a wonderful and exciting opportunity for 
practical, hands-on work experience? It is 
the Hesburgh Program in Public Service, an 
academic concentration that allows students 
to learn about the formulation of public 
policy in the classroom setting then to apply 
that knowledge with summer internships. 
This past summer, Hesburgh students 
worked with a variety of organizations deal- . 
ing with public policy, including the Demo­
cratic National Committee, the Social Secu­
rity Administration and the offices of several 
congressmen. 

Founded in 1987 with the support of a 
grantfrom the Exxon Corporation, the pro­
gram is currently under the .leadership of 
newly appointed director, David Betson,a 
member of the economics department, and 
coordinator Dr. Martine DeRidder. Former 
director Prof. David Leege stepped d~wn· 

from the directorship to complete a manu­
script on politics and religion and is cur­
rently on sabbatical. 

According to Betson, "the program was 

originally conceived as an undergraduate 
concentration that would,enable students to 
gai? an interdiSCiplinary approach to public 
pohcy and would include involvement in, as 

well as the study of, public policy." Cur­
rently, over 100 students from all of the 
colleges of the university are enrolled in the 
program, and ithas become the most popular 
concentration offered to Notre Dame stu­
dents. 

Students typically apply for the program 
during their sophomore or junior year.· If 
accepted, they begin the five coUrse curricu­
lum, which consists of·an introductory 
course in public policy, three electives that 
expose the student to the research tools 
values, institutions and processes that influ~ 
ence public policy, and a senior seminar. In 
add.ition to promoting the study of public 
pohcy through Classroom learning, the 
Hesburgh Program also encourages students 
to ~articipate in the policy making process. 
ThIS goal is accomplished through the 
concentration's internship program. 

Each year the Hesburgh Program in Public 
Service sponsors up to 20 student intern­
ships, and, in the words of senior govern­
ment major Meredi~ Reid; "It's a good 
pro~ram if .y~u are interested in public 
pohcy, and It Isa worthwhile experience. 
The internships, though, are by far the best 
pru:t of the program." This/past summer, 
ReI~ ~penteight weeks in Washington, D.C., 
w~,rKI~g for the Center for Public Integrity. 

I dId research for a study on mitional 

party chairpeople that tried to determine 
whether their association with various 
fIrms constituted conflicts of interest. I 
assisted in interviews of former chairmen 
such as William Brock and John White. 
The experience really opened my eyes to 
investigative reporting, and Washington 
itself was such an exciting place." Reid is 
currently researching a paper on lobbying 
and conflicts of interest that is based on her 
work with the Center for Public Integrity. 
She said, her involvement in the Hesburgh 
Program has provided her with opportuni­
ties that are usually not available to the 
average college student. 

Senior David Leahy's internship with 
the American Legislative Exchange 

. Council brought him into contact with 
congressmen, cabinet members and other 
high ranking government officials in­
volved in the formation of education 
policy. His 12-week internship with the 
think tank, based in Washit:\gton, D.C., 
included two trips to the White House. One 
of these visits was for a reception for Boris 
Yeltsin that occurred during the Soviet 
leader's visit to the United States. 

The highlight of Leahy's experience, 
however, was a conference in Colorado 
Springs that brought together public policy 
experts from all around the country and 
provided a forum for a wide variety of 
current issues. Leahy said, "Over 2000 
state legislators attended this conference, 
as well" as five or six cabinet members. 
President Bush even attended. It was a 
fantastic experience!" 

Students such as Reid and Leahy who 
participated in internships during the sum­
mer following their junior year, draw on 
their experiences to develop research pa­
pers for a seminar course that is taken 
during thesenior year. Those students who 
do not participate in internships enroll ina 
seminar course in which they engage in an 
in-depth study of a particular policy issue. 
Prof. Betson srud, !'The sdminar does not 
provide nearly as much of a 'h'ands-on' 
experience as an internship, but it does 
have a strong research component which 
allows a student ,to immerse himself into 
one policy area."Past seminars have in­
cluded research on public health care, edu~ 
cation and urban planning. This year has . 
seen the establishment of a seminar course 

that does, in fact, offer a 
greater amount of field ex­
perience. 

Hesburgh participants en­
rolled in Associate Dean 
Jennifer Warlick's "Seminar 
in Policy Evaluation" are 
currently working with the 
United Way of S1. Joseph 
County. They are conduct­
ing a· survey to determine 
both the needs of the com­
munity and how well those 
needs are being met by public 
service organizations. 

Prof. Betson said: "Stu­
dents are actually going out 
into the comm uni ty , and their 
involvement with the semi­
nar will result in a product 
that will have an impact on 
people. They are performing 
a service and are providing 
the community with informa­
tion that it needs to have." 
The objective of the 
Hesburgh Program, after all, 
involves commitment to, and 
not just the study of, public 
service. David Betson Is the newly appOinted director of 

An ad~itional goal of the the Hesburgh Program in Public Service. 
Hesburgh Program in Public Service is an allow the students to receive academic 
increase in university-wide awareness of cur- credit for working with professors," said 
rent policy issues. This goal is being achieved Betson. 
through a series of guest speakers and round- As far as long term goals are concerned, 

. table discussions that the program has spon- Betson would like to see one day the estab­
sored throughout its existence. On February lishment of a permanent Notre Dame pres-
15 and 16, Donald Barlett and James Steele, ence in Washington, D.C. - namely a facil­
co-authors of the best-selling book America: ity located in the capital that would allow 
What Went Wrong?, will be speaking at Notre Notre Dame students, faculty and public 
Dame. The following week Ronald Bowes, policy experts to come together and· ex­
director of educational planning and develop- change ideas. Washington is ideal for any­

. ment for the Diocese of Pittsburgh, is sched- one interested in public policy. 
uIed to discuss his views on the education The Hesburgh Program in Public Service 
system. attracts young men and women who have a 

What does the future hold for the already wide variety of interests and career goals. 
successful Hesburgh Program? Next year While some students who graduate with a 
should bring the establishment of a faculty concentration in the program do, in fact; go 
apprenticeship program in which students on to pursue a graduate degree or career in 
WIll be matched with faculty members and public policy, many others have attended 
assist in semester' or year long research· law school or· found jobs in the private 
projects that deal with some aspect of public sector. The program invites all students 
policy. "We hope to solicit requests from from future politicians -to those who just 
faculty and identify what kin.ds of projects want to beCome more informed citizens, to 
they would like to work on with students, and learn about public policy.·· (J 
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Send information for your event to: Kate Wiltrout, Coming Distractions, 

Scholastic Magazine, 303 LaFortune, or call 239-7569. 

Thursday 3 
. Movie: '''!be Hum for Red October," 8:00 

& 10:30 p.m., Cushing Auditorium, 52. 
UNICEF Card Sale: Concourse, 
Hesburgh Library, 9:00 a.m~ to 4:00 p.m. 
Performance: "Ordinaiy People," 
Student Players, laFortune Ballroom, 
7:30p.m. 
Concert: Kingston Trio, Elco Theater, 

. E.Jkhart, 7:15 p.m. 

Friday 4 
Movi(l: "Patriot Games," 7:30 & . 
10:30 p.m., Cushing Auditorium, $2. 
Film: "Naked Lunch," 7:15 & 9:45 
p.m., Snite, 52. 
UNICEF Card Sale: Concourse, 
Hesburgh Library, 9:00 am: to 4:00 
p.m. 
Lecture: "Improper Designs: Gender 
and Archita:ture in La Princesse de 
Cheves," Room 131, Decio Hall. 
Bask(ltball: Notre Dame Wmnen vs. 
Purdue, 7:30 p.m., JACC. 
p(lrformance: "Ordinary People," 
Student Players, LaFortune Ballroom, . 
7:30p.m. 

Saturday 5 
_. MoVl.e: "Patriot Games," 7:30 & 10:30 

p.m., Cushing Auditorium, 52. . 
Film: "Naked Lunch," 7: 15 & 9:45 p.m., 
Snite, $2. 
Performance: "Ordinary People," 
Student Players, laFortune Ballroom, 
7:30p.m.. . 
Storytelling: "Celebrations and Seasons: 
Stories of Winter and Festivity," The 
Snite Museum of Art, 10:30 a.m. to 
1l:30.a.m. . . 
Basketball: Notre Dame vs. Evansville, 
7:30 p.m., JACC. . 

lsunday 6 
Concert: Shenanigans Christmas 
Concert, Washington Hall, 8:00 p.m. 
Concert: South Bend Symphony 
Orchestra, AnIWal Family Holiday 
Concert, Morris Civic Auditorium, 
2:30 p.m., ~.' 
Recital: Karen Buranskas and William 
Cerny on piano and cello, Annenberg 
Auditorium, 2:00 p.m. 
Performance: Advent Lessons and 
Caiols with the Notre Dame Liturgical 
Choirs and Handbells, Basilica of the 
Sacred Heart, 7:15 pm. 

Monday 7 
Film: "The Lady from Shanghai,"Snite, 
7:00 p.m., $2. 
.Film: "Dead Ringers," Snite, $2, 9:00 
p.m. 

Tuesday 8 
Film: "Vertigo," 7:00 p.m., Snite, $2. 
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A INNING 

Yves Auriol has coached 
the Notre Dame women's 

. fencing team to the highest 
winning percentage on campus 

By Michelle Crouch 

I f anyone were asked about Notre Dame 
sports, they would probably talk first 

about football. Then maybe they would say 
something about basketball, track or swim­
ming. 

Not many people would talk to you about 
fencing. Most people do not know that 
Notre Dame's fencing team has a higher 
winning percentage than any other Notre 
Dame sports team. 

One of the reasons for this sU'cces is Y yes 
Auriol. 

Once a top fencer himself, Auriol has been 
the Notre Dame women's fencing coach 
since 1985, and he also helps with the men's 
team. Moreover, Auriol has been a United 
States Olympic fencing coach for over 
twelve years. ' 

When Auriol came' to Notre' Dame in 
1985, the women's fencing team had only 
existed for three years. Yet Auriol launched 
the team into intensive practices, and in his 
frrstyear here the women's fencing teain 
placed second in the nation. . 

Then, in 1986, the women's fencing team 

made history at Notre 
Dame by winning the 
NCAA championships. 
This was the first time a 
women's team at Notre 
Dame had won a na­
tional championship. 
Auriol described that 
moment as his most 
memorable at Notre 
Dame. 

If you add his easy 
sense of humor and 
warm manner to his ex­
pertise in the sport, it is 
easy to see why his fenc­
ers like and admire him. 
. "I'm so happy to have 

the opportunity to work 
with him," said fresh­
man fencer Maria Panyi, 

Coach Auriol, once a ranked fencer and a 
professional rugby player in France, cools down 
after one of his Intensely con~ucted practices. 

who came to Notre Dame from Hungary. 
"He has the same worldwide experience as I 
do, and I still havy things to learn from him. 
He's very precise. The French are very 
precise~" 
. Auriol is also well-known across campus 

for his popular freshman physical education 

fencing and rugby classes. The four full 
fencing Classes he is teaching right now 
attyst to the popularity ofhi~ classes. 

"His P.E. class is good because it exposes 
people to a very important and old sport, It's 
something I would have never learned any­
where else, and it's fun!" said freshman 

James Burns, a student in one of Auriol's 
P.E. classes. 

"It's every kid's dream to be good with 
swords, and he sort of lets us fulfill that 
dream," said Mike Fleisch, another student 
taking fencing in P.E. "One day, he split the 
class into two groups and let us have an all­
out war. He's really funny. He brings a lot 
of humor into the class." 

Auriol was not always a fencer. He grew 
up in Toulouse, France, the rugby capiLal of 
the world. Accordingly, his number one 
priority when he was younger was rugby. 

When he was twelve, however, his older 
brother introduced him to 
fencing, and he was 
hooked. He then contin­
ued to play both sports at 
very competitive levels. 
He became a professional 
.rugby player and com­
peted in two national 
championships. 

years, he started a very successful club in 
Portland, Oregon, which was turning out the 

. top fencers in the country. 
In 1980, he became a United States 

olympic fencing coach. This involves tak­
ing time every year to train the olympic 
athletes. He takes many trips to Europe, 
visits training camps and trains with the 
athletes over the summers. 

Recalling the boycottof the 1980 Summer 
Olympic Games, Auriol said, "That was the 
greatest disappointment an athlete or a 
coach could suffer.". Over the years, how­
ever, he has sent many of his fencers to the 

tions. She has already sat out of two tour­
naments. The next tournament is not until 
January, and the NCAA is supposed to 
determine whether or not Panyi can fence 
for the team before that tournament. 

The women's team this year is very 
young. The top two fencers, Panyi and 
Claudette de Bruin, are both underclass­
men. De Bruin, a freshman, is ranked fifth 
in the country, and Auriol expects her to 
"make big contributions this year." 

In addition, he expects senior Kathleen 
Vogt, third on the team, to make further 
contributions to the team. He commented 

that many of the girls on the team 
are inexperienced, but as they get 
more experience they will bring 
the team to even higher levels. 

Before a big match Auriol offers 
the women important advice. 
Mainly, he tells them "to focus and 
to stay cool," he said. 

"The girls have a tendency to get 
very emotional," according to 
Auriol. "When you get emotional 
in fencing, you probably will lose. 
If they do something wrong, I tell 
them. It's not the end of the 
world." 

At the same time, Auriol 
was a top junior fencer in 
France, ranked third in the 
country in 1955-56. "If I 
trained seriously, Iprob­
ably could have been in the 
1960 Olympic games," he 
said, "butitwashard when 
Iwas playing rugby too." 

Auriol considers him­
self lucky to have started' 

"People know about the fencing 
program at Notre Dame because 
it's one of the top in the country," 

Coach Auriol Instructs one of his pupils I" freshman physical said Auriol, "but it's not more 
education class. popular because it is difficult to 

playing ~hese sports so early. "It's like any 
sport. If you want to be good at state levels, 
you have to start when you are younger. It 
takes ten years to become good at any indi­
.vidual sport," he asserted. 

In 1963, Auriol decided to become a 
coach. "I've been in sports all my life. It's 
the only thing I know, and I truly enjoy it. 
It's .very challenging to bring athletes to the 
top,': he said.' '. .' .. 
H~cl1ose fenCing as his sport because 

"Rugby is very popular jn France so there 
are many coaches. I thought it 'would be 
more challenging to teach fencing." 

He then went to fencing masters school in 
Paris for three years. When he got his 
degree, he returned to Toulouse and began 
teaching on the club level while he contin­
ued to play professional rugby. 

Auriol moved to the United States in 
1971. After teaching in Canada for two 

..... ::::.:: ..... . 
,', . ::,.; 
: .. ::.: .... ::: ..... :. 

Olympics, and he finds this job "very reward- understand if you do not already know the 
ing." main rules. People do not understand what 

Finally, Auriol came.to Notre Dame in fencing is about. All they know is what they 
1985. "I knew about the fencing program see on movies and television." 
here and it was time for me to make a move," This is the reason he encourages students 
he explained. "Club level coaching is nice to to take fencing as a physical education 
develop fencers, but I wanted to work at the class, so they can learn' about arid truly 
university level." _ '. understand the sport. In fact, according to 

When comparing cmiching the olympic Auriol, some people from his P.E.Classes 
team to coaching at a uniyersity level, Auriol have enjoyed f~ncing so much that' they 
said, "It's a totally different phi1o~ophy of joined the fencing team .. Currently, three 
teaching. The athletes in the olympics are the' . members on the team came from his P.E . 
best in the nation, and fencing is their number classes. 
one priority. Here, it's not so easy. The "IthinkthatmakeSfencinga~lyorigi-
athletes have so many different ihingsto nal, neat thing on campus," said Auriol: . 
worry about, like their school work." . Auriol plans to continue coaching at 

This year, Auriol predicted that "the NotreDame. His goal is to spur the team to 
team's going to be competitive, especially if win another national championship befory 
Maria [Panyi] can fence." He is worried that . he retireS. With the young. talent of the, 
Panyi, a world-ranked fencer, will not be able team it looks like Auriol may succeed atthis' 
to fence because of a glitch in NCAA regula- goal sometime very soon ... ,' . 0 

-- - - .... , .. 
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In the Name of 

Perfection is the rule, not the 
exception, as far as Notre Dame 

defensive coordinator Rick Minter 
is concerned 

By Jim Kuser 

N otre Dame Stadium's capacity crowd of 59,075 had come to 
see the Irish shake the thunder down upon the Stanford 

Cardinal on Saturday, October 3. Instead,it saw the Cardinal soar 
to a 33-16 upset victory. Silence, and silence alone, cascaded down 
upon the Notre Dame faithful as they shook their heads in disbelief. 
The Irish offense, ranked· first in the country at that time, had 
sputtered to the. tune of a season low of 154 rushing yards on 42 
carries and 195 passing yards on 13 receptions out of 38 attempts, 
including one interception and no touchdowns. Irish quarterback , 
Rick Mirer found himself in and out of the grasp all day, roIling left 
and rolling right to evade a fierce Cardinal defense that forced five 
Irish fumbles, recovering four of them. As for Notre Dame's 
defense, Stanford recorded 46 carries for 157 rushing yards and 21 
receptions out of33 attempts (mostly short, sidelinestrikes) for 372 
passing yards and two touchdowns. The Notre Dame defense, 
although it actually had the better game, took the heat for relin­
quishing 33 unanswered points after the NotreDame offense added 
two touchdowns to a safety that was recorded on the game's first 
play from scrimmage. Nonetheless, changes had to be made. 

Enter first year defensive coordinator Rick Minter. 
"In the game of football, the performance of the defense is often 

judged by one thing and one thing only: the final score," said Minter. 
"In the Stanford game, there is no question that we did not execute 
to the extent that we had hoped. However, we did not playas poor 
a game as people think. It was just an unfortunate game in which 
turnovers and field position determined 'the outcome." 

In his first season at Notre Dame, Minter has emerged as a 
defensive mastermind. He has held four of the nation's top 

ten offenses to over 100 yards below their average per game. 

"This is not to say," continued Minter, "that things did not need 
reevaluation. We started out against Stanford by converting a 
safety, but giving up 33 unanswered poirits was frustrating. Fun­
damentals, like dropping interceptable balls or getting Stanford into 
a third and nine situation with seven minutes left in the game only 
to give up a 27-yard run, are the key~ We w~re lacking our 
fundamentals, and so we had to regroup." 

A doctor of defense, Minter assessed the ailment, rationalized its 
cure and performed the appropriate surgery. 

"The way we got picked apart by the shortpass hurt us the most 

MALE ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

Jamie Ling: Ling, a freshman hockey player from Charlottetow~, 
Canada; made history last weekend. He scored the first goal in the 
first hockey game ever played in the Palace at Auburn Hills, MI. 
The crowd of 18,147 was the largest ever assembled for a college 
hockey game. Ling,who ended up tallying two goals and an assist, 
is currently atop the CCHA scoring chart with eighteen points. 

Kanneeleyah McGill and Nick Smith are 
role model players who have stepped it up in 
their final season of college football. Brian 
Ratigan is the utility man among the group 
because he gives us versatility in that he can 
play all three linebacker spots." 

"We have become more aggressive sin~e 
the Stanford game," explained Minter. 
"They have grown into the system and have 
gained in confidence. But we are only as 
good as our last time out." 

Arguably Notre Dame's best defensive 
game was against Boston College. En route 
to a 54-7 victory, the Irish defense played, 
according to Minter, "Fifty-five minutes of 
perfect defensive football in which we al­
lowed only fifty yards, no third down con­
versions and no defensive penalties. In the 
last five minutes, however, we gave up a 48-
yard reception, a touchdown, a third down 
conversion, 122 yards and a penalty. Welet 
ourselves down. Our objective is 19 record 
a shutout every game." 

Perfection is Minter's expectation. "It is 
the obligation of our defense to come into 
the game and to leave things as we found 
them. We play in the name of pride, and, in 
this case, pride is a shutout." 0 

FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

Jessica Fiebelkorn: Fiebelkorn, a senior volleyball player from 
Maple Grove,MN, recorded 13 digs in a losing effort against USC 
last weekend. It was performances throughout the year like this one 
that earned Fiebelkorn MCC Player of the Year honors. Next up for 
Fiebelkorn is Penn State in the first round of the NCAA 
Championships. 
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by J. Bradley Keck 

Sitcom Quiz 

Due to the overwhelming popularity of 
the "cartoon quiz" of a few weeks ago, we at 
O.O.B. have rustled up another quiz fit for 
the couch-potato Olympics. So, those who 
watch Three's Company twice a day, don't 
spill your dining hall Dixie cup of Minute 
Maid allover the tray and your Scholastic in 
excitement if you know an answer. 
1) Name the oldest Cunningham son from 
the first season of Happy Days. 
2) Name Radar's pet mouse on M*A *S*H. 
3) What were the names of Wally's and 
Beaver's best friends on Leave it to Beaver? 
4) On what sitcom did Janet Jackson have 
a cameo role, an'd what was her character's 
. name? 
5) Name the top three sitcom series of all 
time (highest average lifetime A:C. Nielsen 

. rating). 
6) Which sitcom was a spinoff of All in The 
Family? 
7) On which sitcom are the characters 
thought to represent the seven deadly sins? 
8) What were Crissy's and Janet's last 
names on Three's Company? 
9) Which sitcom produced the highest rated 
single show of all time? 
10) Which sitcom is the· inspif<ltion for a 
prime-time cartoon series? 

The Adventures ofFart Mouth 

Some of you might remember the super­
hero of the MTV music awards, Fart Man, 
gliding to the podium as a presenter with.a 
buttless superhero suit. Others may have 
heard of the man behind the hero, the self­
proclaimed "sultan of shock," Howard 
Stern. For those of you in the dark, allow 
me to explain. Stem is a syndicated morn­
ing-drive time, potty-mouthed DJ, and he is 
in a lot of hot water. Fart Man is Howard's 

creation, alter ego and soon to be a movie 
star. 

You see, Stem talks about anything and 
everything on the air in the daytime - a big 
F.C.C. no-no. And now he has had to pay 
some big fines to the government agency. 
He paid S105,000 as of now and another 
S315,000 is pending. How bad can he be, 
one might ask? Well, after the first fine, 
Stem, asked all of his listeners to pray that 
F.C.C. Chairman Alfred Skies's prostrate 
cancer would spread so that he could no 
longer harass Stern. Another Christian 
comment by Stem, after the Filipino team 
won a Little League series game, was that all 
Filipinos were "cheaters," that they "eat 
their young" and thut Filipino fathers "sell 
their daughters for sex." We won't stoop so 
low as to reprint many of his comments here, 
but you know when a person talks about 
interracial sex, masturbation anda photo of 
Aunt Jemima in the same sentence, that we 
just might be talking obscenity. 

But hey, that's okay. Stern gets a little 
fine, but America loves him. I've got an 
idea: let's show our nation's class by giving 
him is own show on the E! network and 
letting him write and star in a feature film. 
Oh! I see. We have already done that. As 
one station director put it, "If you swim in a 
cesspool you come out smelling." Some­
times it does get a little smelly. 

Up and Coming 

At the movies soon and over break: Fri­
day, Distinguished Gentleman, starring 
Eddie Murphy ... On December 11, A Few 
Good Men, starring Tom Cruise, Jack 
Nicholson and Demi Moore ... The 
Muppets' Christmas Carol ... On December 
18, Forever Young, starring Mel Gibson 
and Jamie Lee Curtis ... Leap of Faith, 
starring Steve Martin ... Toys, reuniting 
Good Morning Vietnam team of Robin 
Williams and director Barry Levinson .. , 
On Christmas Day, Chaplin, starring Rob-

ert Downey, Jr., Dan Aykroyd and An­
thony Hopkins ... Hoffa, directed by and 
starring Danny Devito. Also starring Jack 
Nicholson ... January 8, Scent of a Woman, 
starring AI Pacino. 

In record stores soon and over break, 
albums by: On December 8, Utah Saints ... 
Julian Cope ... Above the Law ... Smiths 
(Best of II) ... Helmet (reissue) ... Dr.Dre ... 
Bell Biv DeVoe ... A Few Good Men 
(soundtrack). On December 11, Tad. On 
December 15, James Brown ... Nirvana ... 
Distinguished Gentleman (soundtrack) ... 
Hoffa (soundtrack). On December 29, 
Christopher Williams ... Heavy D. & the 
Doyz ... The Tragically Hip. And in Janu­
ary, Lemonheads .. : Lyres ... Neil Young ... 
Lulabox ... Liquid Jesus '" Ultra Vivid 
Scene ... Therapy? ... David Baerwald .. 
Jesus Lizard/Nirvana (7") ... Pavemem 
(7")... Superchunk '" King Missile ... 
Genesis (live) ... 2Pac ... Young Black 

. Teenagers. 
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O.O.B EXTRA by Kevin McDonough 

Even the most experienced music listener 
should get the subtle warning that Daisy 

Chainsaw's current album, Eleventeen, is 
not going to be the usual injury-free musical 
event Just look at the first song title, "I Feel 
Insane." The album opens with about five 
seconds of the lead singer, Katie Jane 
Garside, screeching out a childish, evil 
laugh. This is probably an attempt to begin 
the 4/4 beat that, by the end of the album, 
will pummel your br':lin into thinking, and I 
quote this from myself, "Help me, that was 
so good r" hurt." After Katie's intro, the 
music kicks in with a rhythm that is seem­
ingly all over the place 'but, at the same time, 
is so tight that everything fits together as 
well as those patched-up jeans that senior 
smoker, Pete Dedman, \vears. 

The strength. of Daisy Chainsaw's sound 
is the maniacal driving thunder which the 
bassist, Richard Adams, produces through­
out the 12 songs on Elevenleen~ On songs 
such as "You be my Friend" and "Dog with 
Sharper .Tee,th," he plays the bass in such 

chord-like fashion thatitmelts together with 
the squeals of Crispin Gray's guitar like its 
fraternal twin on acid. Drummer Vince 
Johnson's efforts must be rewarded, how­
ever, because I would not want the job of 
keeping up with the frenetic pace the three 
other musicians/psychotics set. 

The first single, "Love Your Money," is 
an anti-corporate rock song that does its job 
in a very sarcastic tone. With lyrics such as 
"We love what you do and you are really 
cool," it is obvious that these four do not 
appreciate the pathetic calling cards of the 
major labels. You can just imagine them 
silting there, making stupid faces at anyone 
of a thousand agents who say things like, 
"We love your sound, it's cih so silly, you're 
natural stars and we mean that, really." They 
are actually on one of the "majors," A&M, 
but remember that this is the label that gave 
us Soundgarden and Swervedriver as well. 
After "Money," the band slows down - not 
too much, though - and gives us two me­
lodic pieCes that contrast with their titles and 

subject matter. "Lovely U gl y Brutal World" 
projects a steady rhythm that struggles to 
contain Katie's vocals, which are constantly 
attempting to escape and penetrate the 
listener's inner ear, caressing itas one would 
caress a baby doll's head with a Black and 
Decker drill. "Use Me, Use You" screams in 
quickly with ajangly guitar sound. Thesong 
is made solid with superb drumming by Mr. 
Johnson. The highlight of the album is the 
two-song mesh of ''The Future Free" and 
"Pink Flower." "Future" is a two-minute 
shower of pure power interspersed with 
mounds of feedback. It somehow falls right 
back into place as quickly as it scurries outof 
control. "Flower" charges forward, after a 
gun shot blast, with a furious energy that is 
sliced up during the middle by Katie's 
breathy, yet shrieking, fits of singing; 

The best way to grab a feelJor this group 
of well-trained musicians/schizophrenics is 
to see them live. The pO\:mding rhythm 
lasted for an hour: and a half, during which 
not a quiet moment passed. The carpet­
bombing of my eardrums was relentless, but 
this was a pleasure that I feltror three more 
days thanks to thatllOw-too-familiarringing 
in my ears. Anyway, I'm running out. of 
room to tell you how good this alb~m is, so 
please help stop U-9g's airwave strangle­
hold and buy it,- then play it 10ud..,D 
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single show of all time? 
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gliding to the podium as a presenter with.a 
buttless superhero suit. Others may have 
heard of the man behind the hero, the self­
proclaimed "sultan of shock," Howard 
Stern. For those of you in the dark, allow 
me to explain. Stem is a syndicated morn­
ing-drive time, potty-mouthed DJ, and he is 
in a lot of hot water. Fart Man is Howard's 

creation, alter ego and soon to be a movie 
star. 

You see, Stem talks about anything and 
everything on the air in the daytime - a big 
F.C.C. no-no. And now he has had to pay 
some big fines to the government agency. 
He paid S105,000 as of now and another 
S315,000 is pending. How bad can he be, 
one might ask? Well, after the first fine, 
Stem, asked all of his listeners to pray that 
F.C.C. Chairman Alfred Skies's prostrate 
cancer would spread so that he could no 
longer harass Stern. Another Christian 
comment by Stem, after the Filipino team 
won a Little League series game, was that all 
Filipinos were "cheaters," that they "eat 
their young" and thut Filipino fathers "sell 
their daughters for sex." We won't stoop so 
low as to reprint many of his comments here, 
but you know when a person talks about 
interracial sex, masturbation anda photo of 
Aunt Jemima in the same sentence, that we 
just might be talking obscenity. 

But hey, that's okay. Stern gets a little 
fine, but America loves him. I've got an 
idea: let's show our nation's class by giving 
him is own show on the E! network and 
letting him write and star in a feature film. 
Oh! I see. We have already done that. As 
one station director put it, "If you swim in a 
cesspool you come out smelling." Some­
times it does get a little smelly. 
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At the movies soon and over break: Fri­
day, Distinguished Gentleman, starring 
Eddie Murphy ... On December 11, A Few 
Good Men, starring Tom Cruise, Jack 
Nicholson and Demi Moore ... The 
Muppets' Christmas Carol ... On December 
18, Forever Young, starring Mel Gibson 
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starring Steve Martin ... Toys, reuniting 
Good Morning Vietnam team of Robin 
Williams and director Barry Levinson .. , 
On Christmas Day, Chaplin, starring Rob-

ert Downey, Jr., Dan Aykroyd and An­
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starring Danny Devito. Also starring Jack 
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In record stores soon and over break, 
albums by: On December 8, Utah Saints ... 
Julian Cope ... Above the Law ... Smiths 
(Best of II) ... Helmet (reissue) ... Dr.Dre ... 
Bell Biv DeVoe ... A Few Good Men 
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not going to be the usual injury-free musical 
event Just look at the first song title, "I Feel 
Insane." The album opens with about five 
seconds of the lead singer, Katie Jane 
Garside, screeching out a childish, evil 
laugh. This is probably an attempt to begin 
the 4/4 beat that, by the end of the album, 
will pummel your br':lin into thinking, and I 
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ingly all over the place 'but, at the same time, 
is so tight that everything fits together as 
well as those patched-up jeans that senior 
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The strength. of Daisy Chainsaw's sound 
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such as "You be my Friend" and "Dog with 
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Johnson's efforts must be rewarded, how­
ever, because I would not want the job of 
keeping up with the frenetic pace the three 
other musicians/psychotics set. 
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an anti-corporate rock song that does its job 
in a very sarcastic tone. With lyrics such as 
"We love what you do and you are really 
cool," it is obvious that these four do not 
appreciate the pathetic calling cards of the 
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silting there, making stupid faces at anyone 
of a thousand agents who say things like, 
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natural stars and we mean that, really." They 
are actually on one of the "majors," A&M, 
but remember that this is the label that gave 
us Soundgarden and Swervedriver as well. 
After "Money," the band slows down - not 
too much, though - and gives us two me­
lodic pieCes that contrast with their titles and 
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projects a steady rhythm that struggles to 
contain Katie's vocals, which are constantly 
attempting to escape and penetrate the 
listener's inner ear, caressing itas one would 
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shower of pure power interspersed with 
mounds of feedback. It somehow falls right 
back into place as quickly as it scurries outof 
control. "Flower" charges forward, after a 
gun shot blast, with a furious energy that is 
sliced up during the middle by Katie's 
breathy, yet shrieking, fits of singing; 
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by Pete Dedman & Shonda Wilson 

On November 18, Spike Lee's Malcolm 
X was finally release.d. For almost two 

years, the director foughtwith Warner Bros. 
over the length of the film, intended to be 2 
hours and 15 minutes, and over a budget 
which, at last count, exceeded $33 million. , 
More recently, Lee continued to haggle with 
executives to be allowed to use the Rodney 
King video during the film's opening cred­
its. Lee won that battle only a few weeks 
before the release date, yet found himself 
still beleaguered by critics from all sides. He 
urged African-Americans across the country 
to take the day off from school or work to see 
Malcolm X, which he considers to be not 
only his most important work to date, but 
also one of the most important films ever 
made. 

Malcolm X is a powerful movie. When the 
dust clears from the hype over the budget, 
length, ubiquitous marketing and even Lee 
himself, the film will retain its potency be-

. cause of the strength of its subject, Malcolm 
X. The omnipresence of "X" baseball caps 
and T-shirts bearing Malcolm's image and 
words do not stem just from publicity for the 
film. Malcolm X remains a tremendous Af­
rican-American influence as well as a great 
~ational figure whose stature ttas not dimin­
ished even 27 years after·his murder. 

Fortunately for the film goer, Spike Lee 
recogn~zes that the key to the film's punch 
lies in the main character, rather than in any 
inflammatory techniques~ ·:He trusts the title 

. role to Denzel Washington, who was with 
the project even before Lee was chosen as 
d~~tor.. ~s one 9f the leading actors in 

America, Washington convincingly lets the 
spirit of Malcolm take him over. (Accord­
ing to Lee, Washington "was regurgitating 
Malcolm verbatim. And after we cut, 
Denzel said he didn't even know what he 
was saying.") 

Lee's depiction of Malcolm's life is 
guided, for the most part, by The Autobi­
ography of Malcolm X, as told to Alex 
Haley. In this way, this is no typical Spike 

"Perhaps Spike 
Lee is no longer. 
struggling to say 
as much, because 
·al1 the teachings 

he wants to 
. illuminate are 

embodied in 
Malcolm himself." 

Lee, Forty Acr~s and a Mule production. 
Lee is typically an impressionistic director, 
utilizing fisheye lenses, direct actor-to­
camera soliloquies and fantastic sets to grab 
and pull the viewer into his intense vision of 
the world. In Malcolm X, the technique is 
still th~r~, yet toned down, as he allows the 
life of the leader to be tne force behind the 
film. A rather experimental shot of 
Malcolm "gliding". alon~ a sidewalk to-

wards the end of the movie, much like a type 
of scene in Jungle Fever, seems out of place 
in the context of the movie's bitter reality . 

Aside from the opening scene, wherein 
clips of Rodney King being beaten by mem­
bers of the L.A.P.D. are interspersed with 
the image of an American flag burning down 
to fonn an "X," there are no such incendiary 
clips of violence as seen in the climax of Do 
TheRight Thing orinMo' BetterBlueswhen 
the character of Bleekis graphically beaten 
by thugs. 

Yet Malcolm X is by no means a less in­
tense film than any of Lee 's previous efforts. 
Not once does the 3 hour and 20 minute film 
drag or lose focus. Other than his ftrSt 
feature, She's Gotta Have It, Malcolm X is 
Lee's most solid and complete work. 
Though brilliantly done, the four films be­
tween these two at times lack a clear theme 
and plot direction. Perhaps Spike Lee is no 
longer struggling to say as much, because all 
the teachings he wants illuminate are em­
bodied in,Malcolm himself. 

It is with, this assurance that the film 
moves along in an epic fashion. The story is 
split into three parts, accounting for the 
major influential periods in Malcolm's life. 
These are tied together by frequent flash­
backs to his home· in Nebraska which was 
attacked and set aflame by Ku Klux Klan 
members. Utis is presented with a narrative 
taken directly from the early pages of his 
autobiography. Malcolm Little is first seen 
as a wanna-be street hustler. He has his hair 
straightened by his best friend,. Shorty 
(played by Lee), after which he looks in the 
mirror and with a satisfied grin says, "It 
looks white." He. achi~ves notoriety. and 

,~~ . .' ..... . 

is sent to prison for 
blue filter over the 
depths of deSpair found 
changed Malcolm's life. 
away from God, Malcolm is 
of Elijah Muhammed by a 
As he educates himself with 
way of Islam, he becomes 
predicament. He drops his "slave 
Little, and reriames himself Malcolm 
X symbolizing the African-American' 
of ontological foundation. 

Once released from prison, Malcolm X 
immediately enlisted by' Elijah 
Muhammed's Nation of Islam. In the final 
section of the film, Malcolm ascends to 
nati,onal leadership and separates from the 
Nation of Islam; he is then murdered. The 
somber reality of Malcolm 'sdifficult mis­
simi, as well as the strict discipline with 
which he has taught himself to live, is high­
lighted by scenes which are filled mostly 
black and white shades. Bearing goatee 
glasses, Washington's resemblance 
latter-day Malcolm X is striking, 
charisma with which he 
speeches. 

After· the depiction of his 
Lee taking liberty to finger 
Islam for the slaughter; . 
end. Several minutes 
mentary clips, n,,,'ti,,.,~ 

shots of the real-life 
day shots of s 

abstract myth, 
areal vision. By building 
and placing Malcolm's 

it, we limit mankind's possi­
is not to say that Malcolm 

great man, because he was. How­
his greatness or maybe because 

he was simply a man. 
the same way that Malcolm shouldn't 

expanded to mythological proportions, 
he cannot be minimized to trivialities. We 
cannot reduce him to some quaint saying 
and falsely portray that phrase as exemplary 
of all that he was. He was too complex for 
that. We cannot limit the spirit of Malcolm 
to one letter. For some youths, he is only the 
"X" on a cap. They haven't the vaguest 
memory of who Malcolm X was. Itis our job 

inform them. Let's not reduce his 
to a letter. He was too human for 

X was not a perfect being. He 
He made mistakes like any man. 

only set apart because he acted 
. His life made and continues 

in the world,justas ours 
fail to make a difference, 

ourselves to become 
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,~~ . .' ..... . 
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Little, and reriames himself Malcolm 
X symbolizing the African-American' 
of ontological foundation. 

Once released from prison, Malcolm X 
immediately enlisted by' Elijah 
Muhammed's Nation of Islam. In the final 
section of the film, Malcolm ascends to 
nati,onal leadership and separates from the 
Nation of Islam; he is then murdered. The 
somber reality of Malcolm 'sdifficult mis­
simi, as well as the strict discipline with 
which he has taught himself to live, is high­
lighted by scenes which are filled mostly 
black and white shades. Bearing goatee 
glasses, Washington's resemblance 
latter-day Malcolm X is striking, 
charisma with which he 
speeches. 

After· the depiction of his 
Lee taking liberty to finger 
Islam for the slaughter; . 
end. Several minutes 
mentary clips, n,,,'ti,,.,~ 

shots of the real-life 
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.Tales of the Bizarre 
from the Nation's Universities 

Just in time to relieve you of pre/post holiday stress, here's some 
interesting tales from schools across the nation: 

Nudity Nixed in California 
We're pretty sure you've all heard of the "Naked Guy" by now. 

No, there is not a skit on Saturday Night Live called "The College 
Naked Man," although there probably could be. Andrew Martinez, 
a.k.a. "Naked Guy," has made national news recently for walking 
around the University of California at Berkeley campus completely 
nude. USA Today reports that Martinez bares it all "to protest 
society's insistence that people wear clothes." Sure, that's easy to 
.do in sunny California. However, school officials are trying to stop 
him - orat least get him to put on some clothes. They just passed 
a regulation to ban public nudity. If people who are caught naked 
refuse to leave campus, the new rule will allow them to be arrested 
for trespassing. Lieutenant Bill Foley, a campus policeman at UCB, 
stated "Now we don't allow naked people on campus, unless they're 
in a shower." Sounds like all those who sleep in the nude had better 
watch out! . 

Studying Hard at Miami 
The Miami Hurricane reports that the library is extending its hours 

because of recent student requests to remain open longer. You mean 
that students at UM actually study? Well, maybe. But even with 
their ~xtended hours they can't compare to good old Hesburgh. The ' 
.new,hours on Saturdays are from 9 a.m. to an early 10 p.m. Hours 
like that at Notre Dame would displace quite a few regular weekend 
'Brare goers~ 'Th~y also decided to open earlier on Sunday morn­
ings: abright and early 10 a.!11. It looks like we don't have too imlch 
to worry about a(tei all. . . 

. Swe~tin' to the New Sounds 
Students at the.UniversityofP.ortIand have tal<~n to_a new, tr~ndy 

hobby, reportsrhe Beacotz. Thursday night's new activity is none 
9ther than country western linc~dtlncing; InstructorCfystal.Encin!:ls, 
who.1eads the. class dressed in boots and denim, confesses, "I hated 
country when.l frrst started. But country line dancing is universal, 
whether you like·it or not" One of the dances is nicknamed the 
"Tush Push," and a favorite song to line dance to.is B iII y Ray Cyrus' 
"Achey,.Breaky Hean." Hey,ittook a ,while for even the Chicken 
Pance and the Limbo to catch on! . 

Edited by Kate Wiltrout 

Stanford "Stu~s," Literally 
Stanford University senior Lisa Huerta is something of a campus 

celebrity lately, after appearing on an episode of "Studs," the new, 
more brainless (is it possible?) version of "The Dating Game." 
Huerta, a former cheerleader, appeared in a special cheerleader/ 
athlete special. Her experience was interesting. The show's 
producers dressed her in her sister's high school cheerleading outfit 
for the show. They also rewrote her responses. After her date with 
a 25-year-old triathlete, Huerta told the show, "I thought he was 
really gorgeous. He looked like a true California babe." What was 
written on her cue"card was "Ooh baby, that rippling Romeo can 
fluff my pom-poms any time." Another comment was butchered 
even more. She described his dancing ability as ~'Okay .... He's got 
rhythm, but he does the exact same moves to every single. song." 
What she ended up saying on the air was "His pelvis was twitchin' 
like he had a caterpillar in his Calvins." It's relieving to know that 
some of the people on that show aren't as stupid as they usually look. 

I'll · Th "' X em. 
A look at the sad state of activism at Notre Dame 

By Kenneth A. Osgood 

H appy fans gather around the cooler, 
cracking open cans of ice-cold Busch 

Light in triumphant celebration of a grand 
Notre Dame victory. Mark runs to the scene, 
eyes burning with rage, cheeks flushed and 
pulse racing, "I can't believe it!" he cries, 
"Those police officers were bealing us ... I 
wasn't doing· anything and I gOL knocked 
down by a billy club I " OH NO! The curious 
fans circle around to hear the details of 
injustice. What are you going to do? 

"I'm fed up. That's it. "His lips purse and 
his eyes gleam wi.th vengeance, "I'm writing· 
a letter to The Observer!" 

"You are?" a passing activist querries, "I 
am too! There were way too many people 
sitting in my row!." 

"Yeah?" ailother.chimes in, "I'm writing 
about that thatjerkwith t~estinking cigar. 1 
can't believe they allow smoking!" 

You'll fix them good!!! .. 
Monday's Viewpoint page is liitered with 

letters of conscience. In addition to enraged 
football fans, political and local activists 
publish their pleas for justice, too. Annie 
writes to tell all pro-choice D9mersthat they' 
are baby killers. John tells Annie that she is 
a fascist, freedom-hating slime, a~d hopes 
she will be swayed to the pro-choice camp. 
Lorraine, who once wrote to tell everyone to .. 
support the troops, now calls pleadingly for 
an end to hunger. Steve, after reading 
Lorraine's artiCle over lunch, dumps his 
Observer and half a.plate of Meatless Baked 
Ziti promptly in the:ti"ashreceptacle. Carlos,: 

concerned with more immediate social ills, 
writes about the local drug store that won't 
sell him a case of Miller. The concerned­
letter writing team drop their letters in the 
box, satisfied. 

Two weeks later, when confronted with 
the possibility that maybe women are still 
getting abortions, that children are still 

succesfully staged a sit-in, blocking traffic 
to the Registrar's office for days. Their 
terror tactics must have worked, too. I 
haven't seen them ~ a year. 

The Student Senate knew how to protest 
disrespect for the Pope. In a sweeping reso­
lution they demanded an apology for Sinead 
O'Connor's defamation of the Holy 
Father's picture. Unable. to reach Sinead at 
her summer reson in the rolling hills of 
Ireland, the Senate demanded an apology . 
from NBC for allowing such trash to appear 
on such a respectable show as. Saturday 
Night Live. 

Democrats knew how to protest war. A 
year after the Gulf War ended they fixed 
George Bush good. In a climactic moment 
of hightened student passion, 15 students 
turned their backs during his commence­
ment address. This baffling symbolic pro­
test demonstrated the determination of 
Notre Dame students to oppose war at all 
costs .. It til,ught future presidents a lesson 
too: The next President who wants to wage 
war against Saddam Hussein will speak at 
someone else's graduation . 

Conservativesknew·howto protest abor­
starving arid that maybe drug stores are still· ti<:>n. While Clinton tried to explain his plan 
not selling to dishonest Notre Dame stu- . .for America: they hooted and hollored and 
dents, they reply "I don't understand!· I yelled "pro-life," and let the fierce voice of 
wrote a letter to The Observer!" . justice be heard. They were successful, too. 

That's not to say that·Notre Dame stli- . We couldn't hear· what he had to say and 
dents don't know how to be activists. accidentally elected him President. 

SUFR knew how to protest racial dis- . Journalists know how to protest crummy 
crimination: Taking the best of both Martin .- activists and letter writers; Wewrite'Week 
Luthers, they pounded their 95 theses on the In Distortion.for Scholastic. . 0 
administration door, demanding rights for Ken Osgood is a frantic Observer 
minorities. Not only that, but they lett~r:v,ri~er .. , 
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'I doubt that marriage and the fidelity of a loving couple produce the 

:1':11 best environment for a new life. Shedidn 't know if she loved him 
,II A B a by for J 0 hnn y for life. Abortion was an option. They sought other options. They 
;r'i carried the new life and the possible shame and dared enough to 
1'1" I share it. Now eight years later, she hasn't spent much time working 
I!I[ by Laurie Brink in her major and that she misses. It 8:00 a.m. on a cold Saturday. He 
i:il wobbles out on the ice, all uniform and padding, and much to his 
I'll Last Advent held a particular promise for my friend's brother, amazement and her joy, he scores his first goal. 
i:l!, Johnny, and his wife. After nearly nine years of marriage, It was a crisp March 12, and the young woman couldn't stop 
1'1 II they were to adopt a baby. Shortly before Christmas, the long lookingoutthewindow. Sosoon,shethought. Butitwasaneternity 
ji I waiting ended. The woman, whose gift oflife was to be their greatest in a moment. Her husband was at sea. Would he hear? Could the 
!i Christmas present, decided to raise her child herself. As the winter Red Cross get in contact with him? They had waited so long and now 
'i wl'nd whl'pped through the trees they stoo'd I'n the empty nursery and shewas alone. Then thcknock. The kind that echoes in your heart 
1;11 cried. ' forever. The,kind that says your emptiness is filled forever. Advent 

'
1:1' I have heard the sided arguments cutting into each other's logic is over. The caseworker placed, the baby girl into her arms and, 
i'" like steel, serrated and tearing. I have seen the bloody movies and though I had been born to another, she now became my mother. 
II read the accounts of coat hangers and vacuums. A war is being It's Advent again. A time of waiting. A time of reflection. The 
WI 
, I' waged. And the battlefield is mined with vicious words and barbed various camps on the pro-life issue would do well to ask the 
ill! insults. question, "Who is God to us?" An absurd question? I don't think 
, I While the camps argue rights of unborn and rights of mothers, no 'so, for isn't this all about "playing God?" Deciding who has the right 
:1 'lone Sees the face. No one hears th,e heart. No one stops to listen to to make decisions about life: mother's or child's. Supporting life is 

Ii:,' the whole story. I have heard. And so, for those faces, hearts and a full-time process. It isn't enough to prevent a woman from 
II hopes, I now retell. And on whichever side you stand, sit or kneel, terminating her pregnancy. 'I know, I helped prevent Olive from 

":"1: , I ask you to listen: 'itnaginefor yourself the faces, forI promise they doingjust that. But my help ended there. Would that I had been so 
ii, are all real. moralistic so as to stand up against the principal who sent her away 

"I I taught as a volunteer for a time in the West Indies. Right out of out of shame. Would that I had offered to help care for the baby to 
college, I beamed the enthusiasm of youth. One student, Olive, come. It is easy to say abortion is wrong. It is much harder to say, 
came to me after a month's absence. We had worked diligently "I will help you raise your child." 
together, she and 1. Her lisp was nearly gone. Her reading level was I have spent most of my adult life living as a minority in culturally 
inching upward. Now she stood before me, an awkward 14-year-diverse environments. In some it is no shame to giv~birth before 
old, wearing a faded uniform frayed at the hem. 'She asked me for marriage. There are those who would argue this only encourages 
$200 tdhave an abortion. The lisp was back as she struggled to retell irresponsible sexual behavior; Maybe so, but respOnsibility is never 
a story of incest, of venereal di~ease, of abuse. legislated. It' is learned. Should we not be creating supportive' 

I watched Olive walk off the school compound - she could not environments in which women will feel capable of bringing their 
return until her mother spoke with the principal. ~ufI knew she babies to birth? Given viable options, financial, moral and spiritual 
would never return. In a third world country, school 'is a child's support, would not most women choose life? Given a coinmunity 
lifeline. To be asked to leave is death, a death of poverty, unemploy- that welcomes, though maybe doesn't condone, pregnancy outside 
meni, hopelessness. ' ' , of marriage, would more women bring their babies to term? 

Could I have given Oli~e the money she needed? Not as a I do have a vested interest in this question. Because my biolqgical 
Catholic. But as I watched herdisappear, I wondered what kind of mother had options, I am alive. While proponents argue and protest 
baby her brother's lust wbuld produce. 'I wondered why, if abortion and plan, tiny brothers and sisters are terminated. It is not that they 
is moraliy wrong and so many eloquently, vehemently oppose it, are not wanted. It is that we as a community haven't created an 
why are there so few options? ' ' environment where the choice for life is easier than the choice fof 

She was one of my best friends in high school. We shared death. Ending abortions will not do that; It is not a change of law 
everything, from our clothes'to our deepest 'secrets. There was one we need but a change of heart. ' ' 
I wished I had never heard. She thought she was pregnant. At 17. I I think of Johnny often. He reminds me of how eager my own 
prayed that night on giant wooden rosary beads my aunt had given father was to get me. He is successful and caring and waiting still. 
me. Bigger beads, better prayers, I thought. It was near another Waiting for alife to give his more meaning. I cannot imagine what 
Christmas and this time there would be no baby. That was 12 years life would belike had I been terminated before birth. Butmyparents 
ago. And though we don'tsee each otheranymore;Idaresay she has can. They talk of what einptiness is when hands desire so much to 
not forgotten. Once there was a baby. We just didn't know of any hold, when hearts cry to care. And I think they know what Johnny 
other options. And though ending its unwanted life seemed the best, feels. 
easiest, quickest solution, it is not without its gnawing pain. It was Postscript: In August,Johnnyand his wife, Kathy, became parents. 
not my baby; it was not my decision; it was not my life, but I ache. Their adopted son, Kevin, has made their Advent complete. This 

To be a senior at Notre Dame and to be pregnant. Why is it that year they celebrate Christmas as a/amily. 0 
the greatest gift human life possesses is also a shame? No one will 
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inching upward. Now she stood before me, an awkward 14-year-diverse environments. In some it is no shame to giv~birth before 
old, wearing a faded uniform frayed at the hem. 'She asked me for marriage. There are those who would argue this only encourages 
$200 tdhave an abortion. The lisp was back as she struggled to retell irresponsible sexual behavior; Maybe so, but respOnsibility is never 
a story of incest, of venereal di~ease, of abuse. legislated. It' is learned. Should we not be creating supportive' 

I watched Olive walk off the school compound - she could not environments in which women will feel capable of bringing their 
return until her mother spoke with the principal. ~ufI knew she babies to birth? Given viable options, financial, moral and spiritual 
would never return. In a third world country, school 'is a child's support, would not most women choose life? Given a coinmunity 
lifeline. To be asked to leave is death, a death of poverty, unemploy- that welcomes, though maybe doesn't condone, pregnancy outside 
meni, hopelessness. ' ' , of marriage, would more women bring their babies to term? 

Could I have given Oli~e the money she needed? Not as a I do have a vested interest in this question. Because my biolqgical 
Catholic. But as I watched herdisappear, I wondered what kind of mother had options, I am alive. While proponents argue and protest 
baby her brother's lust wbuld produce. 'I wondered why, if abortion and plan, tiny brothers and sisters are terminated. It is not that they 
is moraliy wrong and so many eloquently, vehemently oppose it, are not wanted. It is that we as a community haven't created an 
why are there so few options? ' ' environment where the choice for life is easier than the choice fof 

She was one of my best friends in high school. We shared death. Ending abortions will not do that; It is not a change of law 
everything, from our clothes'to our deepest 'secrets. There was one we need but a change of heart. ' ' 
I wished I had never heard. She thought she was pregnant. At 17. I I think of Johnny often. He reminds me of how eager my own 
prayed that night on giant wooden rosary beads my aunt had given father was to get me. He is successful and caring and waiting still. 
me. Bigger beads, better prayers, I thought. It was near another Waiting for alife to give his more meaning. I cannot imagine what 
Christmas and this time there would be no baby. That was 12 years life would belike had I been terminated before birth. Butmyparents 
ago. And though we don'tsee each otheranymore;Idaresay she has can. They talk of what einptiness is when hands desire so much to 
not forgotten. Once there was a baby. We just didn't know of any hold, when hearts cry to care. And I think they know what Johnny 
other options. And though ending its unwanted life seemed the best, feels. 
easiest, quickest solution, it is not without its gnawing pain. It was Postscript: In August,Johnnyand his wife, Kathy, became parents. 
not my baby; it was not my decision; it was not my life, but I ache. Their adopted son, Kevin, has made their Advent complete. This 

To be a senior at Notre Dame and to be pregnant. Why is it that year they celebrate Christmas as a/amily. 0 
the greatest gift human life possesses is also a shame? No one will 
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