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/·NOTRE DAME, Indiana, Oct. 15, 1871. 

REV. 1•':11'JIFJRS AND DFJAR /JIWTIIBRS IN OIIRIST: 

In reply to the nnmerou.; nml·nffectinnate c·>ngr:•tulntions which you hnve so ki"n41y sent me from all directions, on 
thu ncC:l~inn nf the feast of my glnrimis Patron Saint, I hasten to offer yon, in rctnrn, my grateful acknowledgments, with 

n new n~snmnce of devotedness to the Interests of our helnv•·cl Congregation. Nothing cnn give me more courage to bear 
the burden of my charge than to hear from your own lip; or pens your u.1fcigned declamtions of fidelity to your sacred 
eng•lgements, nnd to see with whnt ·zeal and enger.iess each one fulfils his duty. It is n refreshing thought for one on 
whom such responsibilities mainly rest, to know thnt those who form his Religious Family, show themselves worthy mcm· 

h •r.~ nf. it, nncl honor it before nil by their virtue•, their efficiency, nnl their blnm~L·ss lives. 
M •Y God grant us nil this prcciou.; 1\1\ I mutual consolation so. to love our de.1r Cnngr!~tltion as to make it daily more 

rcspcctl·ll, nn.l ne\·er to dishonor it by nny mean or unworthy. deed. 
With this Circuhw you will rcc~ivc the first ptirt of th~ method to bJ used henceforth in our schools. An over· 

sight has cnu~cd n delay nf three months in the forwarding nf it to the various Establishments. Brief as it is, it yet 

contnins mnny valuable points, ami, I may add, cmhotlil•s mnst of the matters on which a ·rule l1ns so long and so often 
hccn urgently asked. Let it be strictly observed, aml there is rc 1son tn believe thnt it will soon show it-> bcneficinl effects. 

As I nm lir~t responsible for the m'Lintena.lcc of the nules am\ of the discipline nnd the spirit of the Congregation, 

I deem''it i1iy duty to exhort all·Su[Mrinrs u~1d. Directorl!.·to, maim renewed cfliHts to hri.1g nll their suborllLatcs to n 
".r.cgular: ob-ic'rvailce"' in attJndhig'-their :dnily ·exercise~,, in fnlfilling their ·obeJiencc:l, in wearing the r·ellgiousiMf!s.s as 

d~fincll by till. Hul)< etc.··· · : -'.·~~; ,·.,,·;; ..... :.• .,_ . ·. :, .•· >;:~. . .:. 
1 

.• · .,... ,. • • 

Tlic Provincials shall Hem\ me by the 1st of January next; a full Htati;tic ·of ·ihei~' l'c~p~ctive Provinces; setting forth 

willi c.1re a 1d ··nccumcy· the stnte .ijJ.Htheir portion. of. ;the. Cpngregatio!(, n.ccurding to tlw nsu·1\ f.trm of stat i~tics, but accom · 
p:mied' with many mo're ptir·soniii lltlt\ local rcm:lr}{s;. v.· g., givil'g .1\. brief ~kctcli: ~f tach' futuiblisliillent~ unci some qunlifica-

• . o • - ' - . ' ' I '. ~ • ,·,' o-i f /•'t t '. ~ ; • 

tions m :1· few lines to each· Heliglnusv : Th~ reason .of th,is i.s. that I. must myself prcp\irc filr' th~' General Chapter n; com-
plete statem.·nt of the tempiirnl ntiti moral statu~ of· the C~mgregntion, null witl;o~1t sud,('Mia rliy task \vould. he totally 
imp ~~sible; · ·l~urthcrnu>re; ·I liiu.;trrequire for the snmc epoch :u.d. >;nmc. reason, from nll 'o&'f ·R-.:iigious, a written nnd ·.con; 

scicntious dir,·ctinn,.nftci" the mct\lfttl· embodied iu 1the R~le·:21st. . . · · · .'!;:. · · '· · 

__ ; .. A Heport to\ the Ge.leml.Cii:tptel' and to .th~ Holy se'e is II. se~io~~· ·n~t-an 'i,;'iprirt~~t'iioc'tnncnt. To do it· justice, 
I ~hall neecl~ilr~sk;''amll ~xpcb-;.i~·~-;:·---<-,---·- ---- -- -~-- -------- "'--·---· · 

If possible, :ill RC!igbus'sliould"knmv··~hei,~ ~~!c:s by ·i;ca.rt:: .. A. ~~:·;o~y ~endin'~·~vi'il'~ofiiilpn.ri a sufficient knowledge 

of the obligatinns 'nml' dircction•thdyt~!ontnin; still..lcss \~ill-it; .. nt once, unfollLthcir. spirit_. They must be meditated upon 
. ' . . . . . . . . • • . . ·. ' : . . . . ~- ~ .,. l'l ~ . . . . 

in silence before God. I· therefor() direct thnt· in .all· our. Houses .a .meditation .be, coruiccm'tcd' tl1 'cadi Rule. To learn our-c:-
duties is omi thing: to obtain grnl)(f'to fulfil them .is ~another;. an~i more imp~rum6~ is dit~ciicll t~ the· latter. IIi n serious 
meditation both will be redehctli nii<l the result:wi\1 .doub.tles~ ,justify tb~ ~ffo~t, viz.: tii~-'nilies, ~nee' properly viewed and 

\Veighcd in 'God's p'rcscnc·e, ns'lt stllndnrll after which~wc mti.s.t uU bd j.\tll~~d, will bd'hciifih due respect; and observed in 
a religious spirit:. . ' ·"' r:·. . . . • '. . .. .·. ;r 'i 

; ~ I ·;. · .. : .. • •' . . , • "?(· ·:. • 

Times tire evil and threatening; God's anger is clearly manifested. We·, at lcast;must profit by the warnings. Never, 

never, ·dill we· stand more ·in nccdl.of•Heavcn's protection.:; . " , 
Jl1ay o·ur Blessed J\Iother keep· Ius ·all· in' the holy fear .~f th~ Lord. ·· · '.. . . ·, .. • •J:, 

. ,;· E. SORIN. 
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