CIRCULAR LETTER, No 23. (No. 20,
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RE R L /NOTRE DAME, Indiana, Oct. 15, 1871,
REV. PATIIERS AND DEAR BROTIERS IN CHRIST:

In reply to the nwmmerous and - affectionate  congratulations w ]nch you have so kindly sent me from all directions, on
the occasion of the feast of my glnrmm Patron Saint, I hasten to offer you, in return, my grateful acknowledgments, with
a new assurance of devotedness to the interests of our belove .1 Congregation.  Nothing can give e more courage to bear
the burden of my charge than to hear from your own lips or pens your nafeigned declarations of fidelity to your sacred

engagements, and to see with what :zeal and eager. tess cach one fulfils his duty. It isa refreshing thought for one on
whom such responsibilities mainly rest, to know that those who form his Religious Family, show themselves worthy mem-
bers of it, and lionor it before all by their virtues, their efficiency, anl their blameloss lives. -

Miy God grant us all this precious an mutual consolation so.to love our dear Congr:gation as to make it daily more
respected, and never to dishonor it by any mean or unworthy deed. :

With this Circular you will recive the first part of the method to b used henceforth in our schools. An over-

sight has caused a delay of threc months in the forwarding of it to the various Estublishments,  Brief as it is, it yet

contains many valuable points, and, I may add, embodies most of the matters on which a rule has so long and so often
been urgently asked. Let it be strictly observed, and there is reison to believe that it will soon show its beneficial cffects.

As [ am first responsible for the maintenn.ace of the Rules and of the discipline and the spirit of the Congregation,
I deem’it niy duty ‘to exhort all: Saptriors aadDirectors. to: m.\k(. renewed efforts to briag all their subordi.ates to a’
“regular; observanée” in- attendhig “their dmly ‘exercises,: in fulﬁllm"' their *obediences, in wearing the religiousydriss as 7
definell by thy Rules, ete S0 el e e

'I‘he Provincials shall send me by thc 1st of Janu'\ry next, n full smtl,tlc “of thur xegp'-ctwe Provinces; se.ttmrr forth
with eare aail accuracy” the state Sitheir portion, of sthe .Congr cgatmn. according to the usw 11 farm of statistics, but accom-
panied’ with many more pusmml and local: -remarks; Vo g., givieg a bmf <ketch of (nch i]gtnbhslnhent and-some qualifica-
tions in a-few lines to each’ Rellg,l()us. :The reason of this is, that L must myselt‘ preparc oy thu ' General Chapter ‘a° com-:
plete:statement of the tunporal itd moral status of- the Congrc"utmn, aud without such (‘Mta my ‘task would. be totally
imp ssible) -Furthermore; -1 mustriequire. for the same epoch and same reason, from all our Ru]mous, 1 written and:con:

i

‘seientious dirvetion,:aftéf” the  niethpd embodied uhthc Rule-2lst. ... . N o s SV

_:...A Report toithe Geaeral Cll.tptu' and to the Holy See is & serious act—an .in'{po'rt:{n{ :iloé‘lx'lr'lcht. “To do it justice,

i

[ slnll need all T ask; and L ﬂpobtnt T LT T - : — e T
If possible, a1l Religinus sliouldxknow: their Rul(,s by hulrt A (,unory re'ulmw wxl{ not ithpart ‘a sufficient knowledge
of the obligutions ‘and’ direction*they-contain; still less wnll lt nt. onge, unfold their. spmt 'I‘lu.y must be meditated upon
in silence béfore God, ~ 1 thereford direct that-in all-our. IIouses & mcdltauon be. consm.cratcd to each Rule. * To learn our-=
duties is on¢ thing; to:abtain grace-to fulfil them:is: another and more 1mporhmcc is nttached to the-latter. In a serious,
meditation both w:ll be redehied; aiid the result:will doubﬂess Justlfy tlu, cﬁ'ort viz: tlu, Ru]cs, once’ properly viewed and
weighed in ‘God's prescucc, a§'n sthndard after which-we- mast all be Jud"cd wm bc held' in due respcct and observed in
a religious spirit. "~ 7« O U T . ""” ‘ . :
Times are evil and threatening; God’s anger is clearly mnmfcslcd We’, at lcast;‘,mlls't pfdﬁt by the Warnixllgs.‘ Never,
nevcr, did we stand more-in-need’of:: Heaven's protectlon TR .. ‘ ‘ :
May our Blesscd Mother keeplus-all intthe holy fear. of thc Lord
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