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REV. FATHERS AND IJE~1R BROTHERS IN JESUS CIIRIST: 

Rev. Father Gastineau;· 'Assistant Provincial in Canada, wrote from La-Cotc·dcs-Nclgcs, ncar-Montreal, to his Pro-
- . ~ ~~ " ... -.: • : .. I.'\ • ' ,:·· • ~ ., • • • 

vhiciil.l"hcrc, on.'thc-·4th inst.;'tlmt ·!Jc ·had just lcarnctl by tclegmph from ~Icmramcook, New Drunswick, of the de(:casc 
of the dear amr vcncrateJ Father Ilnpier, who died the same d<l.Y at our College of St. Joseph. 

How precious and odifyi•Jg was the death, as was the whole life, of this excellent F<lthcr, no one in the Congrega

tion can for a moment doubt. \Ve al1 mourn this unexpected loss, but we arc consoled especially by the certitude of 
the g:1in which tltis model par excellence of a Religious has fi!Uml. For myself, I who knew him wcllnigh thirty-seven 
years, and have never seen in him other than the ~mn of God, living in the churches more ·than anywhere else, per· 
feeling himself each day, never stopping as be pur~ued the road of sanciification of himself and his neighbor, I pre

serve such a remembrance of the well-beloved deceased that his memory shall never grow dim in my. mind, and all 
who have known him will say with me all their life: IJejunctus acllmfl loquitur.* Would to God that each of us when 
dying ti.my leave· th·e. subjects of edification which arc left to us to·day by the dear Father Hupicr. 

What a beautiful-and ricli mcrno_ry I What a prcciouil heritage of f~itl;, of piety, of humility and obedience he 

has left us, after hu.ving given to. the' Very Rev. Ft~.lher Founder,_ thirty-three years ngo, all his possessions \Vhich he 
could di$posc of; for the purchase of the Solitude du Saw:eur. One of our Fathers, who made .a part of his novi· 

tiu.te under his direction, has just 'told II!-o that at half·past four in the morning I<'athcr Hnpicr was befor~ the Dlcssed 

Sacrament, and at ha.lf·rm~t seven he w.\s tbcre still, and nhvi.l.ys on his knces,-it was hii! cust'lm. Who doc3 nQt 
remember having seen' him in the angelic attitude, his eyes fiXC{l upon the tabernacle? And who can forget the 
impression made. upon him by this personification of faith and fervor? As everybody know:~, I do not here speak or 
passing fits or fervor, but of perm1ncnt b1bits which never f<iilcu no·r varied; hence n perfection of sacerdotal life 
which we all admired, nml :which we shou!tl more seriously study iu .order to reproduce it more faithfully iu onrsclvcs, 
above nil at this moment, when we seci in a manner present the recompense with which. he is crowned, for he has 
found rest from his h\bor. All! if the eternal repose promise 1 to the just~ be not yet begun for this dear soul, the 

hour cannot be far distant.· Let' us hasten to off~r up for him tho ·suffrages pre:;cribed by the Rule. \Vhcu could 

we offer them wilh grouter corifidcnce I 
:i: have just ·said, to the pmlse of the dear deceased; that he bad given his notable pecuniary resources to the 

House of lllnns •. I will not add that the act was so much the more \Vorthy of eulogy for having been made spon· 
taocously. In hi~ eyes it wa~ au act nitogctller natural,· and he w.>uld not allow it. to be spoken of otherwise. And 

thus it was th~t this dear Father was never seen to figure among those \Vbo claimed reimbursement. 

I may be allowed to add here, that I am happy in announcing the final liquidation of our debt; to st:J.tc that all 

. our Rev. Fathers and dear Brothel's wbo have lent money to the Congregation have gener~usly given up their right to 
repaynlCut, and it is only on the strength of this th~tt I call our liquidation final and integral. Only one has not 

yet told us his final decision, but I urn confident he Is waiting to tell me at the General Retreat, some weeks Iumce. 
In the ab:>ence of ·all details of dear Father Ilupier·s last moments, I consider it my duty to insert here the last 

h·Uer he wrote me, and which I received in Home a fortnight ago. The dear Father is there depicted before us n lust . 
time for our cdificatio.I. 

. " MElrn.urcoor.:, J unc 6, 1873. 

"VEIIY REv. Fo~.TnER: After having received your good letter, In \;bleb you express your desire .to sec me at Notre 
Dame du Lac to evangelize the French Canadian congregations -there, of which you bave charge, I have seen in your desire 
the will of the good God. I wilt accomplish it with all my heart, as soon ns I am able; for I told you in· my Jetter that 
tne good Gud bad aillieted me with an illness, which I received from IIis bounty us a great grace. • God ailllcts those whom 

. He loves,' says the Holy Scripture. I told you· that nfter. several days' lndlspo>itlon, I was obllgcd to take to IllY: bed on 
· ·· the eve of the Feast of St; Joseph, our well·hclovcd Father. I have kept it ever sllicc, to the moment I now write to. you. 

Ilowevet, feeling beH~:r, thanks to Lbc goodness of the Heart of. Jesus, to the mediation of l\Iar.v and Joseph, I h~d the hap. 
plness of celel!ratlng Holy llass on ~he Feast of the Finding of tbe IT~Iy Cross; I was able to eclellratc. It several days, then 
I <:cased, because Docto( Bol$sy did not. judge it proper for me to· go out in the. rold aud wet weather. Up to the present 
it. bas been 'cold in the mo!lliug. Besides the weather, I have ha(l bronei!ILis se_vcral day>,. whlall made me cou;h and spit a 
gt·cat deal, so that I have· not been able to cclelJt"Utc lioly .Mas$. It Is a great pr!vailon, ·but ·the good God so wills it.· 
May His holy and amiable will be done 1 

. "The doctor, thinking the climate of Memramcook docs not agree with me, wants me to, go to La-Cotc.dcs.Nclges, to recover·· 
;norc proni}ltly. In tlic general hospital of :Montreal, where l\fo~selgncur bas gone himself. . · · . . ·. · . 

. "Whc~ I'. was. in France,· I read the Semaine f!U Fi<li:le, founded nnd edited by the good a~d excellent M. 1' Abbe Loehet, so , . 
. ···'full of zeal.aml'ofcimrity,·~vbo has written· things so admi.rahlc and so proper to procure tile glory of God .the sarietillcation · 
c/ . . . . . ' ' .. .. ,. . . . . . . . . . .. .· . ' 

.. ;.;·:..-~;~~n~ .salvatloni or i!~uls. lie. ~tad bad.· the kindness to get .tho proprietor. cf. tho paper to send It to me gratis;. but after a long' · 
~·_:.::·;'.: :::~_cjiougtl tlma they. \vantcd':paymc,n~ of subscription..,-tlien .. I· ceased reading that paper: . . .· .. . . ·. . · 
('.~ '::::~-:~:;~:;:~i}Iy V~ry;R~v~rmid',iiathcr, 'you remetnbcr I w'rotc. to':yo;lthat one of,niy :relative; had .announced· to me n little hiher····· 
:'.-. -.~.;- :_,---/;':/ .. '?- ,.,:, -~·- ·--~ ~·' ·.··" "· -!" ,· __ "'-',.' ~-~--' •.. --~ •. , • ._ •• ' "' ... , ,'• ,., • ' _-_ ' ' ' ,.-_ ,, _.-.. -. 

X"~;'<.>··it~n~c.; ·.I r,oc~i.vcd'. it; n few ~')·ceks .. ago; :n_csldng, for. t~c gr~a_tcr glory. of God;: to employ' that. money in· good works, i ·.(tskcd . · 
~f!J}~V:• ~Fn,t~~r G<;!l!l'ri!:in, :w~o. rcplo zcs Jh_e Superior, to bQ-.~0 ;}~i~d ~ nSto; permit me to procure ~or the P.oor. o~ M:cmratncoo~ , , 

.. :~~· .; ttiir.:...llelp . which. was. absolutely nccet3ary for them.' TI!C(O ·n··c ·some .who do not go:·to Mnss ;(ln. Sundays· n~d: .wllo fail: to· ... .. :: .... ,· .. ; .· •.:. ' . . . . . . . '· .. · ... · .. ;. ··"· ........... , .. ::· .. · · .. '· .. :'·· ' ~ 

.. · . fulfil ·their 'Easter duties: ll~cn.u,~e.: ~??~,~aye;: ~tc,lther _t:lot~~s ;~or, shoes s~lt~lllc. 'By proeuliug t~C.~- these' tbiligs· !_hey·, will <Jw· ·~ . .-:;i 

·, .. * ·Thougi,~~c~d lle:i~fuz:~~f~~./C.· ·. ··· ~~· .·,·. ·, :,.:.~ ~1;~~~': , ... ~·- ~-~-.:?~~- ·~~·t 
. ' ,. . , , . ···\ • , . " ... .-..-v;.~ .. ,,~ '' ... . , ~. "..:~·.~·~;.... .. ~·'"":.,.,.-, ~,. • ""· 



able to fulfil· their religious duties. You will not disnpprove of whnt I have dona, without doubt. On my arrival at Notre 

Dame du Lnc I will remit to you whntever may be left. 
"My Very Reverend Fo.ther, mt~y the Sacred He:u t of Jesus het~p benedictions upon you; may the holy and Immaculate 

Virgin, our tender l\Iothcr, and blessed St. Joseph, onr 'vcll-bclovcd father, protect you always and obtain for you the light o.nd 
grace which nTe necessary to you to procure the glory of God and tl1e good of our dear Congrcgnliou I 

"May your good no get accompany a'.ld tnin~ you back safe o.nd EOund to Notre Da'llel · 
"Ali 1 m:~y we at the grcat day of the gcncrnl judgment be nil favorably juclgcd, a'.ld ascend together i.o henvcn to be 

eternally happy I 
"As soon as I recover I will write you to auoouuco my departure from La-Cotc.des-Nelges. 
"lily Very Rev. Fnthcr, I am most c~cdl:~lly and with the most prol"ouud respect, 

"Yonr very unworthy son In J, C., · 
"J. H. HUPIEn, B.S. C." 

"Be so kind ns to remember me to our well-beloved Fnthcrs and Brot!lcrs of Neu11Jy, ll'ld also to Rev. F. Lefebvre." 

REV~ FATIIER HurlER (Julien Narcisse), born the 13th of ~larch; 1810, at Frcsmny (Snrthe), ronde his profession the 

15th of August, 1843. 
I renew, my Rev. Fath~rs and dear Brothers, the assurance of my affectionate devotedness. 

E. SORIN, c.s,c., Superior General. 
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