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REev. Faturrs axp_BrrLovep CiIILDREN IN lesus Cinist:

The approach of a new )c.lr-.lﬂoxds me ‘a fresh opportunity of again assuring _)ou ‘of my best

. wishes for your greatest happiness. - Time passes like a dream;: ctcrmty alone- should fix our .1tt(,nt|on.

Illusions are common everyivhere, cspccmlly in our age of levity and of thou"htlcss rush towu(ls cn-
Joyments of naturé. buch has always been the real status of the world;  néver more ¢ 'so, howu er, ‘than .lt
this hour. . But, what m:ly ‘appear ‘somewhat surprising, the same fdt‘ll evil is found even i the Rcll(rlous life.
" Here, ‘indeed; it is abnormal; for communities should be, first of all, a safe’ guarantee arr.un%t the xlluslons
of the world. 1‘01‘ why did we leave thc world to retire into a Commumty’ (,hlcﬂ) b(,c.msc we h.l(l sccn,
it the light of thc (Jospd the' vanity of the illusions of the world. . To be consequent wnth omsclvcs,
%houl(l we not have tried to keep .both our minds and our hcqltq forever 1)!00f .lrr.unqt such well- known
aid dangerous temptations? - - ' . S oo

The answer is obvious; but, does it rest on real and unileniable facts? anonc an xmp’utml ]ury, even

‘of our best associates, who know ' ué well, what would. be the- vcrdxct’ ‘But, if we fecl 'lppxchenswc,

and, for redsons of our owii, rather decline : any such human Judtrmcnt%, there is a Court where we shdll have,'

some day, to appeir, each and ally a Tribunal whose decisions are: lllCVOC'l])lc.lS wdl as lllf'llllblC' would it not

" _be a wholesomé thought, in oir next monthly retreat; to which the close of the year mtul.llly 'lddb such an c%-
pecial importance, to tmmpont oursdves scnously in spirit- before that Supreme Judge whosc scrutmy wc

shall h.nc to: st.m(l, alas! 1)(,1‘]].1])5, much sooner ‘than we expect?  If the fear of God’s ]ud(rmcnts, 50 dlffer

“ent from man’s vicws , has caused Saints, after years of a solitary and most pcmtcntml llfe to shnvd whcrc '

can we p].l(,(, our rest and confidence? . : .. . .
Tt is ot without reason ‘or-canse’ I cntut.nu you -to- d.ly on- such a sub_;cct anoxs lm\' lC'lCh(,(l
xm., of ].ltc thadt I ‘can scarcely bL]lL\'C, but they will justify me- in trymu' to caution mnocent souls ag'unst
(lcccptlon. From apostates we may lool\ for .m)thm(r' but from R(.ll"'lOllS, living: mcmbcrs of a Commumtv
we are not plcp.ucd to huu that vows car be casz{y dispensed with. St Liguori thourrht (hﬁ’cuntl'_);,' .-uid
he was not alone. '
What ‘T am going to ity I-have first applied to-myself, as I know I shall have my account to rcndCI,

“probably sooner, than any ‘one of ‘you; an account, the very thought of whlch makes me shu(ldu. I sce

‘myself, I see cach one of you, standing alone, to” be judged for.:m _eternity! . . . Oh, the awful mo- .

ment! No help will you be to me, no more than I can be to you. -Personal merit alone will decide our

lot' forever. Oh! let ‘me offer you now an acceptable, a saving aid. -To-day, it is time yet; to-morrow’

may be too late:” Hodiz, st vocem Domini andieritis, nolite obdurare corda vestral The Fudgment sat
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and the Books were opened.  (Dan. vii, lo) The Lord is the God of judgment. (Is.u.l xxx, 18))  Cuwi
multum datum est, maultum querctur-ab eo.  (St. Luke, xii, ;b ) Who has u.cuv(.d more than Religious?

Suppose, then, you who read this, 1't,p1esent yourself, standing alone béfore God’s Judgment-seat, tremb-
ling, shivering in apprchension; illusions are gone; Divine light is shining’ and revealing all in stern truth
and reality. Oh, my-God! who.will stand it and live? )

First of all, as a Religious, you must answer your Judge on your vows. Thcy bound you before God, to

whom you made them; their observance would have alone sccured you the possession of ‘heaven.- “You

vowed holy obedience. Has your life since been one of obedience—continual, universal; and devoted obe-
dience? edifying, exemplary for all? or, have you not rather chosen to do your own will? tlmt will
you had solemnly renounced and sacrificed? Christ’s obedience was unto death; even to the death of thc
Cross. Where is your resemblance . to your Model? Oh, what a sad series of ‘dreadful itlusions!

"You had also vowed poverty. - Hcrc, again, Christ had taught you by ex xample, from His first entrance into
the world, to His last breath on Calvary; you vowed it, and the angels recorded it in the Book of Life. To
the Saints the same vow was a prolific source of merits, They loved it; thC) delighted in “its strictest
observance; they never disposed of anything; they would not call a pin their property. To fhem, priv:ltions,~
want of comfort, destltutlon were loved and blessed opportunities. But, alas! what a drcadful ‘contrast!  You
have made the same precious vow, and this is ncarly all! No! for, by its daily dlsmrr.ud and incessant viola-
tions, it has multiplied your sins, instead of increasing your merit. Regularly professed, you have lived for ease

and enjo 1m.nts and found your rest only in the want of nothm ! So lxttlc, satisfies modest dcsucs' SC'IlCt,]\'
joy ) y Y g

-did you cover your ewpcnscs, and still you complained, as though you had vowed holv povcrtv on condition

N

never to be left in any neéd. Worse again. Oh, how terribly you decuved voumclf'
As to the third and beautiful vow of purity, the 1e‘11 aem of the 1cl|<'rlous life, we delight in the hope of bcm(r .
found’ true and spotless before God. as beforc men, in keepm«r our sacred and angelical engagements.. But
when we look and sce the immense mound it covers’ f01 merit and offence: acts, and words, thoughts,
intentions and desires, who will stand it? Alas! even the senses, the faculties given us to bring grace to the
soul, have brought Satan to defile its purxty’ 'Ah! to preserve to the end the freshness of the lily of a vmrm'll
heart, let us pray to the Vnn'm of virgins cvmy day of our life; for we must all know that we carly,. in frail’
hands, a most precious vase, of which a casual stumble mnv cause an u'l'cpamble loss, or evc.n a vitiated breath
forever destroy the heavenly fragrance and pcxfume. ) . . - S
Thesc are only a few points among the many we shall have to .mswu, and yet they leave scarcely a doubt
that we have hitherto lived too often in illusions, and not cnough in reality.. Good :God! I'see now the
danger of my position. Alas! how blind I: must-have been! Scekmv human praises; caring little to be a
true Religious; satisfied e¢nough with appem'mo' good; fault- finding -with all| except myself; taking counsel
but : of my%df freely disposing of the Congregation’s funds; wasting and wasting, without concern for
debtq, scandals or ruin! With Thy holy grace, I will begin a new life: I will be a Religious, not only in

‘name, but in serious earnestness. CAlas! - 1 may have caused, by my irreligious conduct, the eternal loss
_of some souls! I may have rumed by my total want of religious spirit 'md observance ‘of the Rules,
not only my compamons, but even thé Housc I should have saved; my- name - should h'we been one of

edification, csteem, and  blessing. “What is it, to those who know mie best? Shall I carry to my grave
nothmtr but the bmdcn of my infidelities? My Lord and my God!'I thank Thee for Thy long and mer eiful
p'ltlcnce. This very moment, with Thy divine grace, 1 l)errm a n(.\v‘]lfc. T will be'a Religious, cost what
it may! Gr ant me some days; T will lcp.m the pa:t I wxll secure my ctenutv May God bless this saving -
“resolve! , ‘ : : ’ o ' o

Our dear a_s'seciates in France continue in the sanic critical situation.  See agzﬁn Circular No._Alos.

P.S. - Have you forgotten to look for Postulants? . :

T E. SORIN, c.s.c,

Superxor General. |
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Frast oF St, Joux toe EvAnceLIST Dec. 2%, 1882,

Rev. FaTrurrs axp Berovep Criipren 1N Jesus Crrist: o
- The approach of a new year affords mec a fresh opportunity of again assuring you of my best
-wishes for your greatest happiness. Time passes like a dream; cternity alone should fix our attention,

Illusions are common everywhere, especially in our age of levity and of thoughtless rush towards en-
“joyments of nature. Such has 5iways been the real status of the worfd; never more so, howcvcr,'thgn at
this hour. But, what may appear somewhat surprising, the same fatal evil is found even in the Religious life.
Here, indeed, it is abnormal; for communitics should be, first of all, a safe guarantee against the illusions
of the world.- For why did we leave the world to retire into a Community? Chiefly beeause we had scen, ‘
in the light of the Gospel, the vanity of the illusions of the world, As a consequence, and to be reasonable
with ourselves, should we not have tried to keep bo;h ouy pﬁqu aucl éur hearts forever proof against such
well-known and dangerous temptations? )
The answer is obvious; but, does it rest an real and undeniable fucts? Before an impartial jury, even
of our-best associates, who know Qs well, what wb_uld be the verdict? But, if we feel apprchensive,
_and, for reasous of our own, rather decline any such human judgments, there is a Court where we shall have,
‘some day, to appear, each and all; a Tribunal whose decisions are irrevocable us well as infallible; would it not
be a wholesome thought, in our next monthly retreat, to which the close of the year naturally adds such an es.
pecial importance, to transport oursclves seriously iu spirit before that Supreme Judge whose scrutiny we
shall have to stand, alas! perhaps, much sooner than we expect? If the fear of God’s jydgments, so differ-

eut from man’s views, has caused Saints, after years of a“solitary and most penitential life, to shrivel, where

can we place our rest and confidence? ' s
It is not without reason or cause I entertain you to-day on such a subject. Rumors have reached

me, of late, that I can scarcely believe; but they will justify me in trying to caution innocent souls against
deception.  From apostites we may look'for aaything; but from Religious, livingimembers of a Community, -
we are not prepared to hear fkat vows can be casily dispensed with, St. Liguori thought differently, and”

he was not alone. - o : o - - -

What I am going tolsay, I have first applicd to myself, as I know I shall have my account to render,
probably sooner than any one of you; an account, the very thought of which makes me shudder. I sce
myself, 1 sce cach onc of you, standing alone, to be judged for an cternity! . . . Oh, the awful mo-
ment! No help will you, be to me, no more than I can be to you. Personal merit alone will decide our
lot forever. Oh! let me offer you now.an accepiable, a saving aid. To-day, it is time yet; to-morrow
may be too. late: Hodié, si vocem Daminé qudicritis, nolitg obdurare corda vestral I will come o you,
says the Lord, in judgmen’; (St. Math, iiiy 5.) The Fudgmeut sat and the Books werc opened,
(Dan. vii, 10.) . The Lord is the God of judgment. (Ismas, xxx, 18.)  Cui multum datum cst,
mealtem queritur ab eo. (St Luke, xii, 48.) . Who has received more than Religious? R

Suppose, then, you who read this, represent yourself, standing alone before God’s Judgment.seat, tremb-
ling with fear, shivering in apprehension; illusions are gone; Divine light shining and revealing all 'in stern’
truth and reality, Oh, my God! who will stand it and live?

First of ‘all, as a Religious, you must ansswer your Judge on your vows. They bound you before God, to
whom you made themj their observance would have alone sccured you the possession of heaven. You
vowed holy obedience.  ITas yourilife since been one of obedience—continual, universal, and devoted obe-
dience? edifying, exemplary for all? or, have you not rather chosen to do your own will? that wi/
vou had solemuly renounced and sacrificed? Christ’s abedience was unto death; even to the death of the
Cross. Where is your resemblance to vour Model?  Ob, what a sad scries of dreadful illusions!

You had also vowed poverty. Here, again, Christ had taught you by example, from His first entrance into
the world, to Tis last breath on Calvary; you vowed it, and the angels recorded it in the Book of Life. To
the Saints the same vow was a prolific source of mierits. - They loved it; they delighted in its strictest
observance; they' never disposed of anything; they would not call a piz their property.  To them, privations,
“want offcomfort, destitution, were loved and blessed opportunitics. - But, alas! what a dreadful contrast! You

have made thessame precious vow, mid this is nearly alll  No! for, by its daily disregard and incessant viola-

tions, it has multiplicd your sins, instead of increasing your merit. - Regularly professed, you have lived.for case
and enjoynients, aud found your rest only in the want of nothing! So little satisfies modest desires; scarcely

did you cover your expenscs; and :ti'l you complained;as though you had vowed holy poverty on condition

never to be *ch‘t in any need. Worse again.  Oh, how terribly you deceived yoursclf! ) o

As to the third and beautiful vow of purity, the x'ca{ gem of the religious life, we delight in the hope of being
found true and spotless before God as before men, in keeping our sacred” and angelical engagements. But

}\'hen.wc look :m.d sez the immense ground it covers for-merit and offence, acts, and words, and-thoughts,

intentions and desires, who will stand it?  Alas! cven the senses, the facultics given us to bring grace to the .

soul, have brought Satan to defile its purity!  Ah! to preserve to the end the freshiess of the lily of a virginal

heart, let us pray tothe Virgin of virgins every day of our life; for we must .all know that we carry, in Frail-
hands, a most precious vase, of which a casual stumble may cause an irreparable loss, or even a vitiated breath
- forever destroy the heavenly fragrance and perfunie,’ : : : ‘ e
These are ‘oply_ a few points among the many we shall have to auswer, and yet they leave scarcely a doubt
that we have hitherto lived too often in illusious, and not cnough-in reality. Good God! I sec now the
danger of my position; with Thy holy grace, I will begin a new life: I will be a Religious, not only in
name, but in scrious carnestness.  Alas! T may have caused, by my irreligious conguet, the cternal loss of
~some souls! T may have ruined, by my total want of religious spirit and observance of the Rules, not only
_m companions, but even the Housc I should have saved from debts or scandal; my name should have been

i of edification, esteem, and blessing.  What is it, to those who know me best?  Shall T carry to my grave .’

G ocing but‘th.q buarden of my infidelitics? My Lord and my God! I thank Thee for Thy long and merciful

fo- -utice, This ~very moment, wiﬂl Thy (}iving grace, I begin a new life. I will be a Religious, cost what

i ayt Grmlt,me some tnnc;']'r will repair tl}c past; I will secure my-cternity. - ' ST :




