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Gernerd to lead class of 2001, Moscona wins 2003 race

By JASON McFARLEY
News Writer

Although the 2001 and 2003 tick-
ets of Rachel Gernerd and Brian
Moscona both earned wins with 57
percent of the vote in Thursday’s
class council run-off elections, voter
turnout from each class varied sig-
nificantly.

In the 2001 election. Gernerd
defeated the Elliot Nelson ticket
57.5 to 41.2 percent. Gernerd will
serve as president for the 2000-01
term, while running mates vice
president Jen Caswell, secretary
Judson Penton and treasurer B.J.
Kloska complete the elected council.

Earning 57.2 percent of the class
of 2003 vote, Moscona emerged the
victor over the Trip Foley ticket,
which garnered 42.0 percent of the

vote. Completing the Moscona ticket
are vice president Libby Bishop,
secretary Alison Troy and treasurer
Nick Mastronardi.

But while both races featured
similar winning percentages, nearly
twice as many freshman as juniors
voted.

According to official run-off
results, 59.5 percent of all freshmen
voted in the 2003 election
Thursday, representing a total
turnout of 1155 first-year students.
Just 38.4 percent of the class of
2001 voted, a total of 718 juniors.

Amanda Dovidio, election commit-
tee member. was pleased with
Thursday’s turnout.

“Overall, turnout was good, espe-
cially for the freshman class. The
juniors were a little behind, but

see ELECTION/page 6

CLASS OF
2001

2003

CLASS OF

ELECTION RESULTS

Y(Bachel Gernerd 58%
Elliot Nelson 42%

v Brian Moscona 58%
Trip Foley 42%

JOE MUELL ER/The Observer

ANDY WILSON/The Observer

Rachel Generd, president, Judson Penton, secretary and B.). Kloska, treasurer, celebrate
their victory in the class of 2001 elections.

Former ND hockey player to bike across the nation

By COLLEEN McCARTHY

Associate News Editor

When the hockey season ends for the
East Coast hockey league, Mobile
Mysticks player, former Notre Dame
hockey player and 1999 Notre Dame
graduate Benoit Cotnoir will be taking the
road less traveled.

During his hiatus from hockey,
Cotnoir was deciding how to spend
his summer and found that spending
it working in a traditional summer
job in an office was not for him.
Instead. Cotnoir will jump on a bike
and embark on a 3,600 mile journey
across the United States from Seattle
to Washington, D.C. as a participant
in Bike Aid.

Cotnoir, a native of Quebec,
Canada, said his family was initially
suprised by his summer plans.

“My dad was like, “What? You
aren't going to be earning money this
summer?” Cotnoir said.

His father worried about Cotnoir’s
future.

“1 want to go to graduate school
eventually and need to earn money
for that,” Cotnoir said. “My mom was

more concerned with the safety aspect
because initially she thought I was going
to be doing this alone.”

“I explained to her that I will be with a
group of people and now she is OK with
the idea. Though one of the challenges of
this for me is quieting my dad.”

Cotnoir will join a group of over 50 indi-
viduals from around the world who will

leave from either Seattle, Portland or San
Francisco to travel to Washington, D.C.

The trip will take over nine weeks.
Cotnoir will leave from Seattle in a group
of 15.

Designed to raise awareness about
social issues in the U.S. and abroad, Bike
Aid participants must raise $3600 to par-
ticipate. The money goes toward logistics

3,600 mile bike ride
Seattle, Wash. to Washington D.C:

of the trip, community service projects the
cyclists will take part in throughout the
trip and international organizations and
national grassroots projects supported by
JustAct — the organization sponsoring
Bike Aid and the cyclists.

The community service aspect of the
endeavor is what initially interested him,
said Cotnoir. During the trip, the cyclists
ride six days a week averaging 75
miles a day and perform community
service in various locations on the
seventh day of the week.

“Well, on the seventh day, God
rested so on the seventh day of the
week there will be a community ser-
vice project set up for the group.”
Cotnoir said.

“What we will be doing will
depend on the needs of the commu-
nity. It may be painting a barn or
helping at a food bank.”

An economics major while at
Notre Dame, Cotnoir became inter-
ested in service work following the
summer after his junior year at
Notre Dame.

“The NDCIB [now SIBC] offered
internships abroad to students and |

see COTNOIR/page 4
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A Proud Parent

Standing outside the Juniper Road doors of
Knott Hall, 1 said goodbye to my parents in
August 1996. | cried, they cried. [ thought I
knew why the tears were falling: We wouldn’t
share a house anymore, or meals or the car.
That was sad. And scary.

To me, a bouncy freshman still reveling in
high school memories, living on my own was
as new as the crisp, sky
blue sheets I toted in white
plastic stacking blocks. For
the first time ever, I'd live
without my parents. I'd
survive because Notre
Dame would step in as
surrogate parent — com-
plete with rules and regu-
lations.

That September, I began
giving my Thursday nights
to The Observer. A 17-

Michelle Krupa

THis WEEK IN NOTRE DAME/SAINT MARY’S HISTORY

Student government seeks co-education
Friday, March 6, 1970
The Notre Dame student government prepared to initaite
co-education by meeting with the administration. Student
Body President Tom Thrasher identified the “establish-
ment of an all girls dorm on campus by the Fall of 1971
as reasonable and attainable. If this plan is a success, the
establishment of a coed dorm, possibly Flanner or Grace,

would occur the following Fall,” said Thrasher.

Attractiveness survey reportedly a rumor
Thursday, March 3, 1988
The notion that Notre Dame is the second-best campus in
America to find good-looking men was only popular opin-
ion. “There’s no truth to that rumor as far as [ know,”
said Kevin Loud, editor of Playgirl magazine. Playboy
also denied the rumor, but male students still hoped that
the rumor was true. A resident of Grace Hall hung a ban-

ner thanking Playboy for the supposed ranking.

year-old freshman, I didn’t
sacrifice Coach’s or The
‘Backer like the editors
who oversaw my work did.
Those die-hards — who
slept on Diet Coke-stained
carpets and survived on quarter dogs — wel-
comed me regardless of my age.

As I worked through The Observer’s ranks,
these editors treated me like an adult, capa-
ble of taking care of myself and their beloved
paper. Tossed into a cesspool of responsibili-
ty, I was expected to act like an adult — to
hehave professionally, to ask questions when
they arose; in return, I could expect answers
in any situation, for any reason, at any time.

With lots of guidance, I faced tough assign-
ments, Diet Coke and horrible hot dogs. |
traded school for work. When my fellow
employees thought [ was ready, I got promot-
ed. I thought | needed more time, more expe-
rience. They believed in me.

In the mean time, Notre Dame administra-
tors acted like stodgy parents, treating me
and other students like children incapable of
maturing. Time after time, they refused to lis-
ten to rational arguments strong enough to
force changes in University policies.
Somehow, students recognized intelligence
and maturity in each other while Notre Dame
remained a blind parent. Somehow, my
friends and co-workers acknowledged my
personal growth as the University ignored it.

My mom and dad have said that when they
left me at school, they cried because they rec-
ognized that I'd grown up. They cried tears of
pride and joy, knowing I finally could be
treated like an adult. I didn’t think I'd under-
stand that feeling until my child packed for
college. | was wrong.

Today is “unofficially” my last day as editor
of The Observer, and I'm sure I'll cry. Months
ago, I thought tears of sadness would fall,
reminding me of all [ leave at 024 South
Dining Hall. If I do shed a tear, though, it will
be because [ am so proud of those of you who
will answer the 3 a.m. phone calls in coming
years.

To the University, you are students and,
thus, are children. But you know better. You
see that in reality, students are adults. pro-
fessionals and compassionate people. If you
continue to recognize this in everyone who
walks through the door, you will be like the
best kind of mom or dad — the one who, like
mine, guides a child, embraces his or her *
accomplishments and is overwhelmed with
emotion when that child finally is ready to
face life’s challenges as an adult.

And when you leave, you will feel like a
proud parent, too.

editor in chief

The views expressed in the Inside Column
are those of the author and not necessarily
those of The Observer.

TobAY’S STAFF

News Scene
Erin Piroutek Mike Vanegas
Maribel Morey Graphics
Nicole Haddad Joe Mueller
Sports Production
Kevin Berchou Noah Amstadter
Viewpoint Lab Tech
Mary Margaret Nussbaum Angela Campos

OutsIiDE THE DOME

Compiled from U-Wire reports

Yale murder suspect appears on TV

Former Yale lecturer James Van de
Velde, the only publicly identified sus-
pect in the Dec. 4, 1998 murder of
Yale student Suzanne Jovin, main-
tained his innocence during his first
interview on network television
Wednesday night.

Van de Velde, who was Jovin’s the-
sis advisor, said police have [ound no
evidence to incriminate him. “Nothing
has been revealed to link me to this
crime, and nothing ever will,” said
Van de Velde, who has granted few
interviews since Jovin's death.

Jovin’s murder is one of only two out
of the 15 murders commitled in New
Haven in 1998 that remain unsolved,
according to the New llaven Police
Department.

In a December press conference
marking the one-year anniversary of
her death, Police Chiel Melvin
Wearing said the list of suspects, ini-

Y7

-]

tially numbering 15, had dropped to
“more than five” or “more than ten.”
According to the report aired Thurday
night, New Haven Police have signifi-
cantly narrowed the pool of suspects
since then.

Van de Velde is the only named sus-
pect in the crime. But Van de Velde’s
attorney, David Grudberg, said
Wednesday Van de Velde should be
regarded as innocent until proven

guilty.

“Jim told the police right from the
beginning that he was home alone
watching TV,” Grudberg said. “In 15
months the police have not found one
shred of evidence to dispute that.”

ABC reported that Jovin had been
frustrated by Van de Velde’s treat-
ment of her senior thesis in the weeks
leading up to her death. Family and
riends characterized her as being
“angry” and “near tears” because Van
de Velde had not responded to her
first draft.

But on “20/20.” Van de Velde denied
any negligence in the matter, saying
only that she might have been anxiety-
ridden due to the impending deadline.

Regardless, he said it would not
make sense for him to murder her
simply because she was angry with
him. “I don’t understand how it trans-
lates into a motive for me to murder
her,” he said.

U. Wisconsin groups respond
to racist fliers

MADISON, Wis.
Two different sets of racist {liers have appeared in
several University of Wisconsin-Madison campus build-
ings this past week. One flier details an incident
ignored by the media, the authors of the flier claim,
concerning a “beautiful, innocent young boy” who was
dragged to death by a black male on Feb. 22 in
Independence, Mo. The flier also claims U.S. Justice
Department crime statistics say that “blacks are 2,500
percent more likely to commit interracial crimes.”
According to the Independence Police Department,
Jake Robel was killed during the hijacking of his moth-
er’s car by Kim Davis, who is black. However, officials
said this incident was a random hijacking not based on
race. The other flier made claims that slavery was a
legitimate resource for plantations, while promoting
several other racist ideas. “I felt frustrated and dis-
heartened when I saw these fliers,” said the diversity
chair of the Associated Students of Madison, David
Muhammad. “I am really concerned. [This] campus is
becoming a scary place.”

Student develops mutant strain of
bacteria in U. Texas lab

AUSTIN, Texas
New gene research could validate a University of
Texas at Austin graduate student’s claim to the
development of mutant bacteria that lives off of a
deadly amino acid. Jamie Bacher, a molecular biolo-
gy graduate student, is conducting gene research to
prove that E. coli bacteria he developed in a UT labo-
ratory in 1998 is a mutant living off of a diet that
should have killed it. “I think I'm finally onto some-
thing and will hopefully be able to prove it once and
for all,” said Bacher, a researcher working under
Andrew Ellington, associate professor of chemical
and biochemistry. Bacher began to examine E. coli’s
genes for mutations that would prove the bacteria
was truly living off of the deadly amino acid. “I chose
genes that 1 thought for one reason or the other were
likely to have changed if the organism evolved.”
Bacher said. Bacher said he has examined eight E.
coli genes so far, and mutations appeared in two
genes of the E. coli that were fed the harmful amino
acid.
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Schutte defends death row prisioner, criticizes penalty

ANDY WILSON/The Observer

Steven Schutte, public defender, holds a picture of his client
Obadyah ben Yisrael who has been sentened to death. Schutte
believes ben Yisrael is innnocent.
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Details
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The Beiger Mansion Inn « 317 Lincolnway East, Mishawaka
$20 per person

TO REGISTER OR FOR MORE INFORMATION,
cALL CELEBRATED EVENTS AT 219/257-8873.

By SARAH RYKOWSKI
News Writer

Steven Schutte. chief public
defender for the State of
Indiana, believes his client,
Obadyah ben Yisrael may be
the victim of racial discrimina-
tion by the Indiana judcical
system.

“l represent an innocent
man who is condemned to
die,” Schutte said at the begin-
ning of his presentation, titled,
“Innocent on Indiana’s Death
Row: The Case of Obadyah
ben Yisrael.”

Ben Yisrael is now in prison
and will stay there until his
conviction is overturned or he
is executed under Indiana’s
current death penalty laws.

Schutte concentrated not
only on the specifics of the ben
Yisrael case, but also on the
death penalty itself.

“Comprehensive study done
on wrongful convictions
[states that] as high as 5 per-
cent of all people convicted
are not guilty of the crimes
they are convicted of,” Schutte
said. “It is my opinion that the
rate [of error] may be higher
in death penalty cases. The
courts have elevated proce-
dural regularity over fair-
ness.”

According to Schutte, the
House of Representatives and
the Senate of Indiana have
made a resolution to explore
the possibility of racial dis-
crimination in seeking the
death penalty. They are also
researching the possibility of
innocent people on death row
and the clear proclivity of
prosecutors to seek the death
penalty in re-election years.

“The convictional wisdom [of
county prosecutors] is that 80
percent of the people of
Indiana support the death
penalty. Nobody ever lost a
vote by being hard on crime

HOLY‘ ROSS A‘SSOCIATES
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because no one has ever said
otherwise,” he said.

Schutte expressed concern
about error in the justice sys-
tem.

“I believe that the death
penalty is wrong,” Schutte
said. “I hope you leave here
thinking we're not perfect. We
are an imperfect people and

we have imperfect systems. -

The system has never worked.
If we have this perfect penalty
but imperfect people we're
going to kill innocent people.”

Schutte believes the justice
system was not fair to ben
Yisrael.

Ben Yisrael was brought to
trial four times for shooting 10
people. The first trial for two
murders and two attempted
murders resulted in an acquit-
tal. The second, for one mur-
der and one attempted mur-
der, also resulted in acquittal.

He was convicted in the
third trial for two more mur-
ders before
being tried
and convict-
ed a fourth
time for two
separate
murders.

The 10
shootings
took place
between
Halloween
and mid-
December of
19 90,
Schutte said.
According to Schutte, an eye-
witness in the first trial was
able to help police draw up a
composite sketch of the sus-
pect, a “shaggy-haired, light-
skinned” man. Ben Yisrael,
also known as Christopher
Peterson, is black.

“[At the first triall the
woman said [Peterson] wasn’t
the guy,” Schutte said.

Ben Yisrael was originally
arrested for a robbery after
his accomplice told police that
ben Yisrael was the “Shotgun
Slayer that police sought in
connection with the 10 shoot-
ings.”

When a gun was found in
ben Yisrael's closet that
matehed shell casings from
the crime scenes, ben Yisrael
was (questioned, arrested and
confessed.

At his first two trials, the
witness assisting police with
the composite did not believe

“We are an imperfect
people and
we have imperfect
systems. The system has
never worked”

Steven Schutte
public defender
State of Indiana

that ben Yisrael was the man
she saw.

After three days of question-
ing, ben Yisrael decided to
confess to end the interroga-
tion process. Despite his con-
fession, he was acquitted in
those trials.

“The state’s case [was iden-
tical in both trials],” Schutte
said. “What he said he did
didn’t match the statements. It
is true that when the police
came to question him, [ben
Yisrael said he had committed
the crimes], but he was a
scared 22-year-old kid. The
simple fact is people, all the
time, for a variety of reasons,
say things they didn't do.”

Schutte believes that new
evidence, overlooked by the
public defenders in the second
two trials, will help him obtain
an acquittal in ben Yisrael's
case.

Schutte has found a new wit-
ness that
places the
suspect in the
composite

scene of the
last two mur-
ders. The
suspect,
according to
the witness,
sat in a car
outside of the
shop where
the shootings
occurred. The
suspect was
holding a “cylindrical object”
that was identified in at least
one of the trials as a gun.

“There are innocent men on
death row now,” Schutte said.
“I want you to leave tonight
knowing that Obadyah ben
Yisrael never shot anybody
and doesn’t know who did.”

He encouraged his listeners
to write to their legislation
and join organizations in
order to further investigations
the “innocent men on death
row in Indiana.”

The presentation was spon-
sored by the Justice Education
Program and the Northern
Indiana Coalition Against the
Death Penalty.

“This is part of an overall
effort to raise many of the
issues about the death penalty
through our community,” said
Jan Pilarski, coordinator of
the justice education program.
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Cotnoir

continued from page 1

took an internship teaching
marketing in Benin, Africa,”
Cotnoir said. “That was my first
service experience and it was
just awesome. It opened my
eyes to service work. I thought
that it was an incredible experi-
ence and it really changed me.”

Initially. Cotnoir hoped to
devote the summer after he
graduated to service work.
However, after talking to
Andrea Smith Shappel, director
of the senior transition program
at Notre Dame’s Center for
Social Concerns, Cotnoir began
to research his options.

“I wanted to do something dif-
ferent to replace taking a job.”
he said. “I went in and
researched different options
and found Bike Aid. I'm not a
cyclist, I play hockey and that’s
what | do for a living, but 1
thought this would be a good
learning experience.”

In addition, Cotnoir believes
this experience will compliment
what he has done in the hockey
rink and diversify his resume
for when he eventually applies
to graduate schools.

Shappell agreed with Cotnoir.

“l met Benoit when he was a
senior, coming back from his
experience in Africa and he told
me he wanted to incorporate
service work into his life,”
Shappell said.

“Even though it wasn’t possi-
ble for him to do the summer
service work last summer, [ was

impressed that he continued to-

seek out service opportunities
while working on his hockey
career.”

Of the graduating class at
Notre Dame, nearly 10 percent
choose to do service after grad-
uation, said Shappell. Cotnoir
was not unusual in seeking
guidance from Shappell for ser-
vice options after he graduated.

She said she receives at least
75 requests a year from gradu-
ates looking for long- or short-
term service projects.

“There have been a lot of cre-
ative ideas that people have
come up with for service work.”
said Shappell.

“Incorporating hockey and his -

athletic gift with a desire to do
service work to help others is
what Benoit has chosen to do.
“Many people choose to incor-
porate skills they already have
into their service work. We have
a number of graduates who are
doctors, nurses, or lawyers who

choose to use their professional
backgrounds to aid them in ser-
vice work.”

Cotnoir’s task at hand is
preparing financially and physi-
cally for the cross-country trek.
He is currently focusing on the
fundraising aspect.

“One of the challenges is to
raise the $3,600,” Cotnoir said.
“I have three main fundraising
schemes. I'm hosting a
fundraising dinner on March 26
here in Mobile, printing up T-
shirts to sell for which I collect-
ed sponsors names to put on the
back. I built a hockey stick cof-
fee table made of broken hock-
ey sticks that T will be selling
raffle tickets for at Mysiieks
games.”

He is currently halfway to
raising the goal amount. Cotnoir
hopes to have most of the
fundraising done by the end of
March. -

As for training for the trip,
Bike Aid does not provide par-
ticipants with a training pro-
gram. They have, however,
given Cotnoir the names of past
participants to seek advice.
Cotnoir has also sought out oth-
ers.

“I've tried to talk a lot to peo-
ple who have experience in
cycling,” said Cotnoir. “I've
started reading bicycling maga-
zines to learn how to ride in a

back and
learn .
about the “Every physical and
different  mental challenge the trip
kinds of provides is worth it
bikes . .
there in the end.
ar e . g
E eople Jill-Anne Fowler

a v e - . . o
given me former Bike Aid participant
a lot of
hints and

tips and I'm learning a lot from
others.

“There is a bike shop here
that has been very helplul and
the people there said they will
ride with me a few times before
[ leave. I'm not worried about
the physical aspect. It should be
hard and physically demanding
but I think I will adjust over the
nine weeks.”

Cotnoir’s priority right now is
playing hockey for the Mysticks.

“Right now, that is my No. 1
priority,” Cotnoir said. “The
season ends in April and then
the play-offs begin but as soon
as the season is over, I'll start
training.

“Most of the people who do
this ride are not tri-athletes or
super-athletes. 1 don’t think you
have to be in super shape Lo do
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this. Although, 1 do think you
have to be physically fit and not
just Joe Blow off the street.”

Jill-Anne Fowler, a 25-year-
old graduate student at Bowling
Green State University took part
in the trip last summer and has
been talking frequently to
Cotnoir, giving him advice and
sharing her experiences from
the trip with him.

“It was one of the best experi-
ences of my life,” Fowler said.
“Physically and mentally it was
so challeng-
ing. You find
out how
strong  you
really - are.
There were
many parts of
the trip where
we would just
stop and cYy
in sheer joy.
“You are
seeing things

you have
never seen,
experiencing

things you have never experi-

" enced, and traversing the coun-

try on your own power.”

Before the participants begin
their bike trip, they will take
part in a three-day orientation
in Seattle.

Throughout the trip, the
group will discuss various social
issues, such as
racism and incor-
porate what they
learn into their
community ser-
vice projects in
the towns they
stop in along the
way. The educa-

the trip is what
makes it dilferent
from other dis-
tance rides.

The group will stay in YMCAs,
churches, and private homes;
eat meals with people in the
communilies they stop in and
meel with grassroots organiza-
tions. :

“We refer to it as a communi-
ty on wheels,” he said. “We'll be

“We refer to it as a
community on wheels.
We’ll be working together
to make it across the
country and to improve said.

the country.”

Benoit Cotnoir
Bike Aid participant

tional aspect of

working together to make it
across the country and to
improve the country. Besides
getting to know more about the
people we are riding with, we’ll
be learning more about global
and local issues.”

The group becomes very close
throughout the ride and she
could “barely stand (o part from
the members of her group on
the last day,” said Fowler.

“Your individual mental
strength only goes so far, you

need the -

encourage-
ment of the
people
around you
to help you
make it,” she

.Fowler
said, howev-
er, the over-
whelming joy
she felt as
the group
rode into
Washington,
D.C. on the last day to the steps
of the Capitol made it all worth
it.

“We were about a mile away
from the Capitol and we all just
started screaming,” she said.
“People along the street started
clapping as we road by. It was
an incredible sense of accom-
plishment and unreality. We
were like, ‘Oh my God, we real-
ly did this!™

Cotnoir’s biggest [ear embark-
ing on the trip is the weather.

“l chose to start {rom Seattle
because | thought the weather
would be cooler along that
route, making it more comfort-
able to ride,” Cotnoir said. “I'm
especially worried about cross-
ing the Rocky Mountains and
things like that.”

Fowler confirmed that tra-
versing the mountains on a bike
was one of the most challenging
parts of the trip.

“On the second day of the trip
we were climbing our first
mountain and I thought I was
going to die,” she said. “It was
25 miles up the hill, but coast-

ing down the hill for 20 miles
and taking in all the scenery
made it worth it.”

Besides being physically chal-
lenging, Cotnoir will face other
obstacles.

“I think that it will be a chal-
lenge to live with 15 to 20 peo-
ple who you have never met in
your life for nine weeks and to
try to get along, but I think this
will be a very important experi-
ence for me to have,” he said.

Cotnoir will finish the trip in
the middle of August and have
three to four weeks Lo spare
before it will be time for him to
return to his professional minor
league hockey team.

“The timing should be out-
standing,” said Cotnoir. “I
should be in good shape. The
team has been very supportive
of me and this trip, which helps
me a lot.”

“Every physical and mental
challenge the trip provides is
worth it in the end,” said
Fowler. “This was a transform-
ing and life-changing experi-
ence.”

“You meet so many people as
you go through these towns and
you have the chance to make an
impact on their lives,” she con-
tinued.

“Whenever people like Benoit
ask me about the trip, I tell
them to do whatever they can to
go on the trip. You will never
again have the chance to expe-
rience the freedom that you do
during those nine weeks until
you are out on a bike, on the
open road, with no material
possessions to weigh you down.
You are so in control of your-
self. You only have your bike, a
bit of food and water, the
clothes on your back and you
are living day to day and desti-
nation to destination.”

Cotnoir will have Bike Aid T-
shirts for sale at the CSC to ben-
efit his trip starting next weck.

To get in touch with Cotnoir
or to make a personal pledg or
/contribution for his trip, send
e-mail to:  benoitcotnoir@hot-
mail.com.
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Application

foreign study in Italy.

2) a personal statement
long-term goals
3) a description of the research project or the program they intend

Albert Ravarino Italian Studies

Italian
Travel

4) a budget indicating the costs involved
5) the names of two references.

Deadline:

Announcing
Year 2000 Annual
Awards of the
Albert Ravarino

the

Studies
Scholarship

Thanks to a generous gift from the Albert Ravarino family, the
Italian Studies Program is pleased to announce the year 2000
annual competition for travel in support of summer research and
Grants will be made in amounts not to exceed
$3,500, and will not normally cover all expenses. Notre Dame
graduate and undergraduate students who are planning to pursue
research or a formal program of summer study in Italy are invited
to apply.. Students must have completed at least one year of Italian
The course work will normaly be in Italian; will involve
the study of Italian language, literature, and culture; and must be
applicable to a student's degree program at the Univ,ersity of Notre

Recommended programs for foreign study include, but are not
limited to: Loyola University in Rome, Boston University in Padua,
UCLA in Pisa, Miami University in Urbino, Columbia University in
Interested students are encouraged to consult the
materials on Italian foreign study in the Department of Romance
Languages, 343 O'Shaughnessy Hall.

Students are invited to submit a letter which should include:

1) an explanation of how the proposed research or foreign study
will enhance their degree program at Notre Dame

indicating their background, interests, and

Friday, March 10th, 2000
Travel Scholarship

Program in JItalian Studies

343 O'Shaughnessy Hall

University of Notre Dame
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Iraq spurns new U.N.
arms inspector

UNITED NATIONS
Iraq spurned calls by the chief U.N.
weapons inspector to allow arms searches to
resume after more than a year, saying
Baghdad had no plans to cooperate with a
U.N. policy that doesn’t call for sanctions to be
lifted. “The issue is not whether the inspectors
go to Iraq or not,” Iraqi Ambassador Saeed
Hasan said in an interview. “The real issue is
the thousands of Iraqis dying every day. The
issue is the aggression Iraq is subject to since
1991.” Irag contends that sanctions imposed
after its 1990 invasion of Kuwait have led to
thousands of Iraqi deaths — a claim disputed
by the United States, which blames Iraq’s
President Saddam Hussein. Hasan was
responding to the new chiel U.N. weapons
inspector for Irag, Hans Blix, who told a press
conference on Wednesday that Iraq should
allow inspections to prove its contention that
it has destroyed all of its weapons of mass
destruction.

Michigan seeks manslaughter
charge against James

MOUNT MORRIS TOWNSHIP, Mich.
Prosecutors brought an involuntary
manslaughter charge against a man they
believe possessed the stolen gun later used by
a 6-year-old boy to kill a classmate. “We were
not looking for scapegoats in this case; we're
looking for justice for Kayla,” said Genesee
County Prosecutor Arthur Busch. Busch said
investigators believe the .32-caliber semiauto-
matic gun used Tuesday to shoot 6-year-old
Kayla Rolland had been left, apparently
loaded, under Jamelle James’ blankets in a
bedroom at the house where the boy stayed.
Investigators also found a stolen 12-gauge
shotgun and drugs at the house, the prosecu-
tor said. James, 19, was arraigned Thursday
on the manslaughter charge, which carries a
possible 15-year prison sentence.

Vergara not in favor of
U.S. dollars

QUITO, Ecuador
Dario Vergara's eyes aren't lighting up with
dollar signs at the prospect of making the U.S.
greenback this nation’s official currency. “it’s
only going to favor the rich and be a disaster for
poor people,” said the middle-aged barber as
he clipped away at a customer's hair. “You do
not have to be a fortune teller to know that
when we adopt the dollar the country’s situa-
tion will get worse.” Congress passed a reform
package to usher in the controversial currency
switch, which new President Gustavo Noboa's
government describes as Ecuador’s only hope
to stabilize its shattered economy.

Dow {0
JONES 155

Nasdagq:
4754.51
-29.57
NYSE
601.50
+2.02
S&P 500: Composite
1381.76 Volume:
10164.92 +2.57 1,182,738,000
VOLUME LEADERS
COMPANY ~ TICKER N CHANGK § CHANGE PRICK
3COM CORP CcOoMS -21.43 ~22.315 100.31¢6
HMICROSOFT CORP MSFT +2.83 +2.567 53.466
DELL COMPUTER DELL +4.47 +1.924 53.102
PALM INC PALM +150.16 +57.060 38.026
LUCENT TECH INC LU +4.55 +3.125 34.349%
COMPAQ COMPUTER CPQ +2.65 +0.690 31,873
GLOBAL CROSBING GBLX +6.76 +3.442 28.777
QWEST COMMUNICA Q +3.45 +2.000 28.752
AT&T CORP T +13.19 +6.315 28.342
ORACLE CORP ORCL -4.20 -3.000 26.155

CuBa

Ousted diplomat returns home

Associated Press

HAVANA

A Cuban diplomat who hid out in
the Cuban Embassy in Canada after
being expelled from the United States
over espionage suspicions received a
hero's welcome when he returned
home Thursday after five days of
uncertainty.

President Fidel Castro embraced
Jose Imperatori as he stepped onto
the tarmac late Thursday afternoon.
Foreign Minister Felipe Perez Roque
and Ricardo Alarcon were also in the
high-level delegation there to wel-
come him.

“I am very happy to be back in my
homeland again,” said Imperatori,
who tried unsuccessfully to be
returned to the United States to
defend himself against accusations
that he was the contact for a U.S.
immigration agent accused of spying
for Cuba.

“There is no proof ... it doesn’t
exist,” Castro told a group of
reporters. The communist govern-
ment has maintained in recent days
that its mission in the United States
has never engaged in intelligence
gathering.

Imperatori was accompanied on
the flight by his wife, Raquel
Fundora, who went with a group of
about 50 well-known Cubans to
Canada to pick him up.

Instead of returning to the United
States as he wished, Imperatori
boarded a Cubana Airline plane
Thursday. According to a Cuban gov-
ernment statement, Imperatori
ended his four-day hunger strike ear-
lier in the day.

Imperatori was declared persona
non grata by Washington last week
for allegedly helping Mariano Faget,
a U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service waorker
accused of spying for Cuba.

Imperatori resigned as vice-consul
of Cuba’s Interests Section in
Washington but refused to leave the
country. U.S. officials flew him to
Canada on Saturday, but he took
refuge in the Cuban Embassy instead
of continuing to Havana.

In a statement released after the
departure of his plane, Imperatori
said anti-Castro Cubans in the United
States concocted the spy accusations
to discredit the immigration agency
because it ruled that the Cuban boy
Elian Gonzalez should be returned to
his homeland.

Gonzalez was rescued off the

Florida coast after a boat from Cuba
sank, killing his mother, her boyfriend
and others. His relatives in Miami are
trying to keep him in the United
States, while Cuba demands his
return to his natural father.

U.S. officials have denied any link
between the espionage accusations
and the Gonzalez case.

In a letter to a group of disabled
Cubans who rallied late Thursday
afternoon to press for Elian’s return,
Castro said he had to leave so he
could receive Imperatori “who has
done so much for the return of the
boy Elian.”

After the letter was read, the sever-

AFP Photo
Cuban diplomat Jose Imperatori was received by his mother and his
daughter at the Jose Marti airport in Havana, Cuba, after arriving from
Canada. Imperatori was expelled by the U.S. and sent to Canada.

al hundred demonstrators gave a
standing ovation in Imperatori’s
honor.

“l did not intend to come to
Canada,” Imperatori’s statement said.
“I wanted to remain in the United
States facing up to the lies and the
slanders and defending the rights of
the child whatever the consequences.”

But “a reasonable solution was
found with honor and dignity for my
homeland and for me,” it said, with-
out elaborating.

Canadian officials have said
Imperatori was in the country illegally
because the transit visa he received
upon arrival Saturday had expired.

U.S. troops headed to Mozambique

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

As many as six U.S. Air
Force special operations
helicopters will be trans-
ported to southern Africa
beginning this weekend to
attempt to rescue flood vic-
tims in Mozambique, the
Pentagon announced
Thursday.

The Pentagon also will
send a team of medical and
communications specialists
to the area this weekend
from Europe aboard C-130
aircraft. They are being
diverted from an exercise
planned in the central
African nation of Cameroon.

Meanwhile, President
Clinton authorized up to

$37.6 million in emergency
disaster assistance for
southern Africa “for the
purpose of providing
international disaster assis-
tance.”

Pentagon spokesman
Kenneth Bacon said two or
three MH-53 helicopters
will be loaded aboard C-5
transport planes at
Mildenhall Air Base in
England this weekend for
the 20-hour flight to south-
ern Africa. They will have
Navy SEAL commandos and
others ready to begin oper-
ating early next week, he
said.

The medical team will
include 200 to 400 troops
and the helicopter support
will total 400 to 600 troops,

Bacon said.

The U.S. relief effort,
coordinated by the U.S.
European Command, is
code-named Operation
Silent Promise. It will be
commanded by Air Force
Maj. Gen. Joseph Wherle
Jr., commander of the 3rd
Air Force.

The United Nations esti-
mates that between
800,000 and 1 million peo-
ple have lost their homes in
Mozambique and are in
urgent need of help follow-
ing the worst floods in
decades to strike the pover-
ty-stricken country.

Thousands are feared
dead.

The MH-53 helicopters
are specially equipped to

extract people. Each can
carry 38 passengers and lift
up to 20,000 pounds. Some
may be used to move inflat-
able boats for use in rescu-
ing stranded people in the
flood areas, Bacon said.

The United States already
has pledged $12.8 million in
emergency relief and mili-
tary assistance. President
Clinton said Wednesday
that one U.S. military plane
delivered relief supplies to
Mozambique on
Wednesday, and a second
was to arrive shortly in
South Africa.

“But we can do more to
address the needs of the
nearly 1 million people who
have been displaced,”
Clinton said.
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Plans are in progress to
foster the University’s per-
formers and their audi-
ences in a new performing
arts center.

“It's something the
University needed to round
out its availability of space
in the performing arts.”
said Jim Lyphout, associate

vice president of business

operations who oversees
the planning of the center.

The Marie P. DeBartolo
Center for the Performing
Arts will house five venues
for performances, accord-
ing to Lyphout.

In addition to some
offices and smaller rooms,
the building will include a
900-seat concert hall. a
200-seat cinema, a 100-
secat student theater, a
350-seat main stage the-
ater and a 100-seat choral

ND to build new arts center

hall.

“It’s going to be a very
sophisticated building,”
said Lyphout.

The center will incorpo-
rate state-of-the-art tech-
nology, stadium seating
and equipment to handle
the sound
disruptions
that could
occur from
the various
theaters.

The loca-
tion of the
DeBartolo
Center for
t h e
Performing Arts will be
south of the College of
Business Administration
and the Hesburgh Center at
the far end of the
DeBartolo quad.

The University recog-
nized the need for a per-
forming arts building sev-
eral years ago when it
reevaluated its colloquy.

“It’s going to be a very I h e
sophisticated building.”

Jim Lyphout
associate vice president
of business operations

Since then, the University
has raised funds and start-
ed to plan the construction
of the building, a $51 mil-
lion project.

“It’s a very difficult task.
We have a wide array of
consultants on this pro-

ject,” said
Lyphout.

University is
working with
Hardy,
Holzman,
Plfeifller
Associates,
an architec-
ture compa-
ny with offices in Los
Angeles and New York.
The main architect on the
project is Norman Pfeiffer
of the Los Angeles office.
This spring fences will
surround the construction
site. Construction will con-
tinue for several years, but
according to Lyphout,
“We're well underway.”

Write for The Observer.
Call 1-5323.
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Election

continued from page 1

their numbers are pretty compara-
ble to those from earlier in the
week,” Dovidio said.

Moscona, however, was discour-
aged by his class’ turnout.

“I think it was disappointing. The
scheduling and location of the vote
make it very difficult to turn out,”
Moscona said.

In a week that saw the voiding of
Monday’s 2003 primary vote and a
subsequent revote on Tuesday,
both Dovidio and Moscona are glad
to sec the elections end. The elec-
tions were a long, frustrating
process, Dovidio said. .

“1 think a lot of students are dis-
heartened with student government
and tired of elections, but I hope
they see that this election ended
fairly and by the rules,” he said.

With the elections finished, the
winning tickets are primed to set to
work on their platforms.

Gernerd'’s ticket plans to increase
class unity through a charity golf
tournament, a senior week and a
senior talent show. Among the tick-
et’s other goals are to develop a
class webpage and a post-gradua-
tion webpage.

“Our ticket features a lot of expe-
rience, which we will need in coor-
dinating all of next year’s events.
The class of 2001 can count on a
very fun year to come.” Gernerd
said.

Moscona’'s ticket also has fun in
mind.

“We want to increase the number
of social events. We'd like to plan a
class trip to an amusement park.,”
Moscona said.

His other ideas include develop-
ing a class webpage and providing
more service opportunities for his
classmates.

Ladies of Notre Dame
and St. Mary’s
Scholarship Fund Benefit

1:00 pm

2:00 pm

3:00 pm

4:00 pm

Presentation by the Irish Dancers
of Notre Dame / St. Mary’s

Meet the Leprechaun: Michael Brown
reads St. Patrick’s Day Stories!

Fr. Ted Hesburgh signs
God, Country, Notre Dame

Professor William O’Rourke discusses and signs

his newly updated Campaign America ‘96

8:00 pm Café Music by Josie Vodica
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Hammes Notre Dame Bookstore
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YEMEN

Polish ambassador
kidnapped

Associated Press

SAN'A
The Polish ambassador
has been kidnapped in
Yemen, the latest act of law-
lessness by tribesmen who
abduct foreigners in hopes
ol Torcing the government to
release detainees or build
hospitals and better roads.
Krzysztol Suprowicz was
abducted in San’a on
Wednesday evening by

members of the
Yamaneyatain tribe, who
are demanding the release
ol a fellow tribesman arrest-
ed last week, security offi-
cials said. They did not say
why the tribesman was

detained.

Nina Suprowicz, the
ambassador’s wife, told pri-
vate Polish Radio RMF that
the kidnappers called her
Thursday to say that her
husband is “0K."”

The kidnappers [irst took
Suprowicz to a remote area
30 miles north of San'a and
then moved him to a moun-
tainous area of Khawlan,
southeast of the capital.

Soldiers on Thursday
encircled the area while gov-
ernment officials appealed
to tribal leaders to mediate a
peaceful end to the standoff,
the security officials said.
speaking on condition of
anonymity.
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E) for the Riley Prize in Art Histery 4 Criticism.
o Current Notre Dame undergraduate and
- graduate students are invited ro submit essay's
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Rules governing the competition are available
in the Art Departenent Office. Two copies of
the submission must be delivered to the Art
Departiment Office, 132 (’Shaughnessy Hall,
by 3:00 PM, Friday, March 31, to be =ligible. &
studlent may only submuiv ONE entry.

BRITAIN

Pinochet leaves for Chile a free man

Associated Press

LONDON

Former Chilean dictator Gen.
Augusto Pinochet departed
Britain a free man Thursday,
ending a 16-month legal saga
heralded for establishing that
former lead-
ers accused
of  human
rights abuses
are not
immune
from prose-
cution
abroad.

“This has
been an
unprecedent-
ed case. Both I and the courts
have had to navigate in unchart-
ed territory,” Home Secretary
Jack Straw told the House of
Commons after ruling that the
84-year-old general was mental-
ly unfit to be extradited to Spain
for trial on torture charges.

Straw also dismissed extradi-
tion requests from three other
nations that contended their citi-
zens were victims of Pinochet’s
regime — Belgium, France and
Switzerland.

Pinochet. who doctors say suf-
fered brain damage when he
experienced two small strokes
last fall, left Britain on Thursday
afternoon and was expected to
arrive in Santiago on Friday
after an undisclosed stopover en
route.

The former dictator issued no
comment as his detention in
Britain came to an end, but his
eldest son, Augusto Marco
Antonio, said in the Chilean capi-
tal that his father received the
news of his freedom “very calm-
ly. the way he usually is, without
showing his feelings and emo-
tions.”

While human rights groups

Pinochet

Kellogg Institute and La Alianza
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Penelope Baker, La Raza Newsweekly.
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expressed dismay at Straw’s rul-
ing, they also applauded the
British and Spanish courts for
decisions that strengthened the
reach of an international law
against torture that had been lit-
tle known.despite ratification by
dozens of countries.

Under the law, which Britain
adopted in 1988, torture
became an international crime
that any nation may prosecute
and from which no one enjoys
immunity.

Britain’s top court of appeals,
the House of Lords, cited the
law in issuing its precedent-set-
ting decision to strip Pinochet of
his immunity.

“This ruling was a landmark
judgment in human rights law,
whose impact has been felt far
beyond our shores,” Straw said.

Others took note: Indonesia’s
former
President
Suharto, for
example,
decided last
year not to
seek med-
ical care
abroad for
fear of being

“The very fact that
Pinochet was arrested,
that four countries
sought his extradition
and that his claim of
immunity was rejected

while recuperating from back
surgery in a London hospital. A
Spanish judge accused him of
orchestrating a systematic cam-
paign of torture against political
opponents throughout his 17-
year dictatorship.

An official Chilean government
report says 3,197 people died or
disappeared at the hands of
Pinochet’s secret police after he
toppled the country’s elected
Marxist president in a 1973
coup.

Straw freed Pinochet, who for
most of his detention stayed in a
rented mansion outside London
under 24-hour guard, after an
independent medical examina-
tion found the former dictator’s
diminished mental capacity
would make it impossible for him
to participate in his own trial.

Straw said he rejected submis-
sions from the
four nations that
questioned the
findings, calling
their criticisms
“medically
unjustified.”

“The principle
that an accused
person should

arrested. has made the world a be  mentally

It has capable of fol-
been a  smaller place for people lowing the pro-
major victo- who commit atrocities.” ceedings,
ry for instructing his
human lawyers and giv-
rights,” said Reed Brody ing coherent evi-
Reed Brody, Human Rights Watch dence is funda-
of the New mental to the
York-based idea of a fair

group Human Rights Waltch.
“The very fact that Pinochet was
arresied. that four countries
sought his extradition and that
his claim of immunity was reject-
ed has made the world a smaller
place for people who commit
atrocities.”

Pinochet was arrested under a
Spanish warrant Oct. 16, 1998,
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trial,” the Home Office said in a
statement.

The European nations that
pursued Pinochet through the
British courts expressed disap-
pointment at Straw’s ruling, but
none launched a last-minute
appeal in an attempt to prevent
the general’s departure.

Belgium pledged to pursue
Pinochet through the Chilean
courts, while Spain — which
kicked off the legal fight with its
arrest warrant — called his
detention “a warning signal for
all those who don’t respect
human rights.”

Straw acknowledged that he
was “all too well aware” that his
decision — capping a case that
will cost British taxpayers mil-
lions of dollars — means
Pinochet is unlikely to be tried
anywhere in the world.

= FREE Admission
=¥ FREE Food

« Featured Films:

Strong Women in Film Series
Sponsored by

The Women's Resource Center

= When: Wednesday March 1%-Friday March 3 9:30 PM
< Where: Montgomery Theater on the | floor of Lafortune

< Wednesday: HEATHERS with Winona Ryder
= Thursday: A LEAQUE OF THEIR QWN with Geena Davis
= With an introduction from a former player of the
A/l American Girls Professional Baseball League
< Friday: ALIENS WITH Sigourney Weaver
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FBI seizes computer
after internet attacks

Assaciated Press

Federal agents investigating
last month’s Internet attacks
have seized a computer from a
17-year-old New Hampshire
boy and are considering
whether he should be charged
with computer crimes unrelat-
ed to those disruptions, a fed-
eral law enforcement official
said Thursday.

The youth uses the screen
name “coolio,” one of the alias-
es the FBI suspects may have
been involved in last month's
sensational attacks against
popular Web sites, this official
said, requesting anonymity.
But federal investigators
believe he is only one of a
number of people who have
used “coolio” as a screen
name.

The charges that federal
prosecutors are weighing do
not stem from the so-called
denial-of-service attacks that
shut down Yahoo!, eBay,
Amazon.com and other
Internet sites for hours at a
time, but rather from evidence
of other, unrelated hacking
found on the seized computer,
this official said.

The 17-year-old, who lives in
New Hampshire, claimed to
FBI agents that he had hacked
into 100 Web sites, including
one based in Los Angeles,
Officer Joe Buscaino of the Los
Angeles Police Department
said Thursday.

Los Angeles police became
involved while investiga