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T he issues that concern young voters most have assumed a prominent role in the 2004 presidential election as 
both John Kerry and George W. Bush strive to secure the youth vote.

“Younger voters are particularly interested in what the future might hold,” American Studies professor Robert 
Schmuhl said. “Whether the candidates have addressed these concerns in compelling ways is an open question. ... 
Historically, economic issues tend to assume dominant importance in a presidential campaign. This year is different, 
with the war in Iraq and the threat of terrorism vying for voter concern.”

M edia o rg a n iza tio n s  
such as Rock the Vote and 
Vote or Die emphasize the 
environment, gay rights, 
health care, education and 
terror ism  as the m ost  
prominent issues  facing  
voters under 30. For many 
Notre Dame s tu d en ts ,  
national security is their 
top concern.

“I think that everybody 
in the country, including 
young voters, is concerned 
about secu r ity  i s s u e s ,” 
said Nicola Bunick, c o 
president of Notre Dame’s 
College Democrats.

C o-president of Notre  
D a m e’s College
R epub lican s, Tom
Rippinger, agrees.

“Younger voters should

be especially interested in 
the policy decisions that 
w e’re making right now,” 
he said.

P articu larly  at Notre  
Dame, with its Center for 
Social C oncerns and 
strong  em p h a sis  on 
Catholic social teaching, 
issu es  of social w elfare  
also tend to become a pri
ority. Kerry and B ush’s 
resp ec t iv e  s ta n c e s  on 
th ese  socia l is su es  will 
determine for whom many 
young people vote, said 
Bunick.

“A lot of people are real
ly involved in social justice 
— it strikes a chord with 
them,” she said.

Even issu es  that don’t 
directly  seem  to affect

young people, such as the 
status of Social Security, 
should be considered, said 
Tom G uglielm o, an 
American Studies a ss is 
tant professor.

“You could m ake the  
case that Social Security is 
for o lder p eo p le ,  but 
there’s the question that 
this will even be around,” 
he said.

Like G uglielm o,
R ippinger c ited  Social  
Security as a concern, not
ing that the Social  
Security trust fund might 
b ecom e bankrupt by 
2018, according to infor
mation provided by the 
Institu te  for Policy  
Innovation.

“That’s something that

will directly affect us if 
either party d o e sn ’t do 
so m eth in g  about i t ,” 
Rippinger said.

Health care also c o n 
cerns  young voters ,  
Rippinger said, in light of 
recent debates over creat
ing a government-based  
health care system.

Other students are con
cerned with issu es  that 
deal with Catholic values.

“On Notre Dame’s cam
pus, there’s always a lot of 
issues over abortion and 
stem  cell debate . For 
some people, that can be a 
big factor,” Bunick said.

While some students are 
im p elled  to becom e  
activists in such hotbed  
issues, others find it diffi

cult to determine which  
candidate is most closely 
aligned with their  own  
views.

“[For] younger voters, 
mostly occupied with col
lege and work — it’s hard 
to actually take the time to 
do the research and make 
an inform ed v o te ,” 
Rippinger said.

But Guglielmo believes  
students must take time to 
ed u cate  th em se lv e s  so 
they  can m ake an 
informed decision on Nov. 
2

“There are some really 
big issues on the table,” 
he said.
Contact Maddie Hanna at 
m hannal@ nd.edu and Joe 
Hettler at jhettler@nd.edu
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W ASHINGTON — G eo rg e  W. 
Bush loves to  tell people ab o u t 
th e  t im e  J a p a n e s e  P r im e  
M inister Jun ich iro  Koizumi com 
pared  him to Gary Cooper, hero  
o f  th e  W e s te rn  m o v ie  "H ig h  
Noon.”

A m erica’s 43rd  p residen t culti
vates the tough-guy im age, offer
ing  h im s e lf  a s  a b lu n t-sp o k e n  
m an  of action. “I’m  a gut player,” 
he says.

A m ericans do w an t the ir p resi
den ts to be stro n g  and  decisive. 
B ut w ith  P re s id e n t  B u sh , th e  
q u a l i t i e s  h is  s u p p o r t e r s  f in d  
ap p e a lin g  can  a lso  be k ind ling  
for the bonfires of his critics.

S te a d fa s t b ec o m e s s tu b b o rn . 
Confident becom es cocky.

Bush is the reso lu te  p resid en t 
w h o  g r ip p e d  a  b u l lh o r n  a t  
G round  Z ero  a n d  ca lled  o u t to 
rescue w orkers stra in ing  to h ea r  
him: “I can h ea r  you! The rest o f 
the world h ea rs  you!”

Less a ttrac tiv e  to som e is the  
sw aggering  com m ander in chief 
w ho d a re d  m ilita n ts  a t ta c k in g  
U.S. forces in Iraq  by ta u n tin g , 
“Bring 'em  on .”

“T h o s e  w h o  lo v e  h im  sa y  
‘leader, decisive, passionate .’ His 
de trac to rs  say angry, p e tu lan t,”’ 
says Doug W ead, a  family friend 
w ho w o rk e d  w ith  B ush  on his 
fa th e r’s 1988 p res id e n tia l c a m 
p a ig n . “B ut e v e ry b o d y  a g re e s  
th a t th e re ’s som eth ing  in his gut, 
so m e th in g  th a t ’s rea lly  d riv ing  
him .”

W hatever the m otivation, th a t 
d r iv e  is n o w  p r o p e l l in g  B ush  
through w hat his wife sen tim en
ta lly  ca lls  th e ir  la s t ca m p a ig n . 
B u sh  h im s e lf ,  n e v e r  o n e  fo r  
r e f le c tio n ,  sh o w s  no s e n s e  o f 
nostalg ia — ra th e r  a  gritty  d e te r
m ination  to, as he pu ts it, b ring  
ev e ry th in g  to th e  field , leav ing  
nothing in the locker room .

F our y ea rs  a f te r  the S uprem e 
C o u rt se a le d  B u sh ’s v ic to ry  by 
delivering him  F lorida’s electoral 
v o tes , f r ie n d s  a n d  c r it ic s  a like  
s a y  h e  h a s  b e e n  r e m a r k a b ly  
u n ch a n g ed  by his f irs t te rm  in 
office.

“I’m th e  k ind  o f p e rso n  w ho 
doesn ’t ch an g e ,” he says flatly.

B u t L a u r a  B u sh  s a y s  in  a n  
interview  th a t the te rro r  a ttacks 
o f  S e p t.  1 1 , 2 0 0 1 ,  a n d  th e  
n a tio n 's  re sp o n se  to  them  have 
“added a  so lem nness and  a  se ri
o u sn e ss” to  h e r  h u sb a n d ’s p e r 
s o n a lity . S h e  h a s te n s  to  a d d , 
th o u g h ,  t h a t  h e  s t i l l  l ik e s  to  
laugh.

One lesson Bush has learned  is 
th a t  h is  h o p e  to  r e p l ic a te  th e  
chum m y b ip a rtisa n sh ip  he had  
w ith T exas D em ocrats w hen  he 
w as governor w as b u t a d ream . 
The p artisan  tone of W ashington, 
w h e r e  c o m ity  in  p r iv a t e  c a n  
quickly so u r in public, is one of 
B ush’s b iggest d isappo in tm en ts, 
a lth o u g h  D e m o c ra ts  p o in t th e  
finger of b lam e back a t him.

Physical ch a n g es  in Bush a re  
ea sie r to pinpoint.

“H e’s g r a y e r  fo r s u r e , ” say s 
L a u ra . A d v ise r  K a re n  H u g h es 
says th a t in the lines on B ush’s 
fa c e  a r e  e tc h e d  “so m e  o f  th e  
w eight of the w orld .”

B u sh  h im s e l f  jo k e d  b e fo re  
th ro w in g  o u t the  o p en ing  pitch 
a t  a  b a se b a ll g am e th is  sp rin g  
th a t “my w ing isn ’t  w h a t it used

to be .”
But a t age 58, he is in  excellent 

p h y s ic a l  c o n d i t io n .  W h e n  h is  
knees gave out this w in ter afte r 
y ea rs  o f running, Bush sw itched 
to rid ing a  m ounta in  bike.

“He a tta c k s  th a t  th in g ,” says 
C h a r l ie  Y o u n g er, a  lo n g tim e  
friend  from  Texas. “His pop-off 
valve is e x e rc ise . H e’s se r io u s  
abou t it.”

T h e  s ta tis t ic s  from  h is la te s t 
physical: 6 feet tall, 194 pounds. 
R esting  blood p re ssu re : 110/62 
(b e lo w  1 2 0 /8 0  is  h e a l th y ) .  
R e s tin g  p u ls e :  4 5  b e a t s  p e r  
m in u te  (6 0 -1 0 0  is n o rm a l fo r 
adu lts , 40 -60  for a  w ell-tra ined  
athlete).

A sk  th e  f i r s t  la d y  fo r  th r e e  
w ords to d esc rib e  h e r  husb an d  
and  “disciplined” is the first one 
ou t of h e r  m outh . (“F unny” and 
“com passionate” com e next.)

So r e g im e n te d  is  B u s h ’s 
lifestyle th a t one can  alm ost p re 
d ic t  h is  c o n d u c t  m o n th s  in  
advance.

If you w an t to know  w h at the 
p residen t will do on Election Day, 
odds a re  th a t h e ’ll get up abou t 
5:30 a.m ., push the button  on the 
c o f fe e  m a k e r ,  s c a n  th e  d a y ’s 
headlines (perhaps m ore carefu l
ly th a n  u su a l) , th e n  s tu d y  th e  
daily  devo tional for Nov. 2 laid 
o u t in  O sw ald  C h a m b e rs ’ “My 
U tm o s t fo r  h is  H ig h e s t .” T h e  
topic will be au thority  and  inde
pendence ; th e  sc r ip tu re  will be 
Jo h n  14 :15: “ If ye love Me, ye 
will keep  My c o m m a n d m e n ts .” 
(Next year, he will sw itch back  to 
re a d in g  the  One Y ear Bible; he

read s it every o ther year.)
On a  typical day, Bush head s to 

the Oval Office by abou t 7 a.m ., 
toting the 50- to 70-page briefing 
b o o k  on th e  d a y ’s e v e n ts  th a t  
w a s  h is  b e d t im e  r e a d in g  th e  
n ig h t b e fo re . He w ill s t a r t  h is  
m e e tin g s  by 8, a n d  c a rv e  o u t 
tim e d u ring  the  day to exercise 
— on the  ellip tical tra in e r, p e r 
haps, if biking is no t an  option.

M eetings a re  sh o rt and to the 
point. They s ta r t on tim e — early 
if m ost of the p layers a re  there . 
C ab in e t m ee tin g s  b eg in  w ith  a 
p r a y e r  o f fe re d  by o n e  o f  th e  
d ep a rtm en t heads. Suits and ties 
a re  requ ired  in the Oval Office.

Longtime friend Clay Johnson, 
w ho se rved  as  B ush’s f irs t p e r 
so n n e l d ire c to r  in  W ash in g to n  
a n d  h a n d le d  a p p o in tm e n ts  fo r 
h im  in A u stin , sa y s  p e rso n n e l 
m e e t in g s  in  th e  tw o  s e t t in g s  
w e re  “f re a k is h ly  th e  s a m e  — 
w h e th e r  i t  w a s  th e  F ir e  A n t 
A dvisory B oard in Texas o r the 
u n d e r s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  fo r  
som ething g arg an tu an .”

Psychologist and  po litical sc i
en tist Stanley Renshon w rites in 
a n  u p c o m in g  b o o k , “ In  H is 
F a th e r ’s Shadow ,” th a t i t ’s a s  if 
B ush  w e n t th ro u g h  a  “m id life  
c ris is  in  r e v e rs e .” R a th e r  th a n  
rejecting  responsibility in middle 
a g e  a n d  b u y in g  a  s p o r t s  c a r , 
Bush gave up drinking a t 40 and 
found religion and discipline.

N o th ing  h a s  h e lp e d  feed  th e  
ca rica tu re  of Bush as dim w itted 
m ore than  his own verbal s tum 
b le s  — so p le n tifu l th a t  B ush 
h im s e lf  jo k e d  to  H u g h e s  th a t

“m aybe th a t w om an w as righ t,” 
referring  to au th o r Gail Sheehy’s 
theory  th a t he m ight be dyslexic.

B ush can  be a lm o st defian tly  
inarticu la te . N uclear ever will be 
nuk-u-la r to him.

A t a  C e le b ra tio n  o f  R e ad in g  
cerem ony in 2001, the presiden t 
r a t t le d  o ff a  d o ze n  o f  h is  ow n 
lulus to a  delighted audience.

“The w ay I see it,” Bush joked, 
“I am  a  boon to the English lan 
g u ag e . I’ve co in ed  n ew  w o rd s  
l ik e  ‘m i s u n d e r e s t im a t e ’ a n d  
T lispanically.’ Eve expanded  the 
defin ition  of w ords them se lves, 
u sing  ‘vu lcan ize’ w hen  I m e an t 
p o la r i z e , '  G r e c ia n s ’ w h e n  I 

m e a n t  G re e k s ,’ ‘i n e b r i a t in g ’ 
w hen  I m ean t ‘exh ilara ting .’ And 
instead  of b a rr ie rs  and tariffs,’ I 
said  ‘te rr ie rs  an d  barrifs. ” 

C o u s in  J o h n  E llis  c a l ls  th e  
m alapropism s “a  non-issue. He’s 
very sh a rp  and  very sh rew d .”

B u t e v e n  so m e  o f  B u s h ’s 
d e f e n d e r s  s p e a k  o f  a  la c k  o f  
intellectual heft.

F o rm e r  s p e e c h w r i te r  D avid  
F rinn  says in his book th a t while 
the  p res id e n t’s v irtues outw eigh 
his faults, Bush is “often uncuri- 
ous and  as  a resu lt ill inform ed, 
m ore conventional in his th in k 
in g  t h a n  a  l e a d e r  p r o b a b ly  
should b e .”

T r e a s u r y  S e c r e ta r y  P a u l 
O’Neill, w ho w as fired by Bush, 
described the p residen t a s  like a 
“blind m an in a  room ful of deaf 
people.”

Yet everyone cred its Bush with 
s t r e e t  s m a r ts  an d  a n  u n ca n n y  
ability to re a d  people.

“He’s got this little shtick, you 
know,” form er P residen t Clinton 
says. “B ecause h e ’s n o t a  co n 
ventional political intellectual, he 
se t it up  so he gets consistently  
underestim ated .”

Bush is one of the  m ost o u t
w a rd ly  re lig io u s  p re s id e n ts  o f 
m odern tim es — a  sub tex t o f his 
p re s id e n c y  th a t  b e c a m e  m o re  
pronounced  in th e  a fte rm ath  of 
th e  S e p t.  11 a t t a c k s ,  a s  h e  
fram ed  the ligh t a g a in s t te rro r  
as a  battle  of good vs. evil.

“It would be very difficult to be 
the p residen t w ithout believing,” 
he says.

Bush said ea rlie r th is y ea r he 
w a n ts  to  le t G od’s lig h t sh in e  
th rough him  — but as  a “secu lar 
p o l i t ic ia n .” He sa y s  h e  d ra w s  
s t r e n g th  fro m  th e  A m e r ic a n s  
w ho a re  praying for him.

S te v e n  W a ld m a n , e d i to r  in  
c h ie f  o f B elie fne t, a  m u ltifa ith  
re lig io u s W eb site , sa id  B u sh ’s 
religious convictions feed into his 
im age as a  s tead fast p residen t in 
a tim e  o f  w ar. B u t, W a ld m a n  
says, “c lea rly  som e peop le  feel 
th a t  w e ’re  se e in g  the  n eg a tiv e  
underbelly  of th a t tra it, th a t his 
s te a d f a s tn e s s  h a s  tu rn e d  in to  
s tu b b o rn n ess  and unw illingness 
to face disappointing facts.”

W ead, w ho w orked w ith Bush 
to cou rt evangelicals du ring  the 
1988 cam paign , says the p re s i
d e n t’s e x p re ss io n s  o f fa ith  a re  
bo th  s in c e re  and ca lcu la ted : “I 
d o n ’t th ink  George Bush know s 
w hich som etim es.”

L aura Bush jokes th a t h e r h u s
b and  h a s  such  a  s tro n g  “A lpha 
m a le” personality  th a t even her 
dog, Barney, pays m ore attention 
to  him  th an  to her.

B ut sh e  a lso  sa y s  he “h a s  a 
h e a r t  o f  g o ld , w h ic h  d o e s n ’t 
a lw a y s  co m e  a c r o s s . ” A id e s  
m en tio n  p r iv a te  m e e tin g s  th a t  
d o n ’t  a p p e a r  on the  p re s id e n t’s 
sc h ed u le  in  w hich  h e  com forts  
th e  fam ilies of th o se  se rv in g  in 
I ra q  a n d  A fg h a n is ta n  o r  w ho 
have lost loved ones.

T h e  p r e s id e n t  lo v es to  k ee p  
tabs on w hat the re s t o f the  Bush 
fam ily is up  to , a lth o u g h  he is 
quick to dism iss the  notion  th a t 
he seeks m uch  advice from  his 
father, the ex-president.

Still, th e re  a re  plenty of echoes 
of the first P residen t Bush.

W h en  th e  so n  p r e p a r e d  fo r  
w ar afte r the Sept. 11 a ttacks in 
2001, he declared: “This ac t will 
not s ta n d .” The sam e w ords his 
f a th e r  h ad  u sed  in 1990  a f te r  
Iraq  invaded Kuwait.

Bush’s sister, Doro Bush Koch, 
says th a t w hen  family m em bers 
g a th er a t the Bush com pound in 
K e n n e b u n k p o r t ,  M a in e , th e y  
so m e tim e s  c o n g re g a te  a ro u n d  
the speakerphone in h e r  p a re n ts ’ 
bedroom  a t 6 a.m . to call George 
W. a t the W hite House.

“It’s 99.9 percen t family stuff, ” 
sa y s  K och. “He lik e s  to  kn o w  
w h a t’s go ing  on in M aine, an d  
w ho  a r e  th e  c o u s in s  w ho a r e  
th e re .”

The p resid en t’s idea of g a rd e n 
ing  m ig h t involve a  ch a in sa w . 
But he also loves to w ork jigsaw  
puzz les , go for long w alks and  
b irdw atch  —  no t exactly typical 
A lpha m ale activities.

“H e’s the  one, w hen  w e w ere  
a t cam p, w ho spotted the scarle t 
tan ag er,” says the first lady. “He 
has  g rea t 20-20 eyesight.”

Name: G< *>r;v W. Bush 

Birth dale: I ly H 

Birthplace: New m ? u, C-tin,

Spouse: I aura (Welch) Bush 

Children: jenn -i and I h hisfo

Residence: Vtidlat * *I,Texas

Education: 5. YU Uniye .■ ly, 

MBA Harvard University, 1975 

Religion: A'h hoc:

Previous occupations:

Businessman, Pro baseball team 

owner, Texas governor
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W ASHINGTON — V ie tn a m , 
a n t i -w a r  p ro te s ts  a n d  p o litics  
w ere still years in the future. In 
1963, John  K erry w as a college 
kid looking  for a d v e n tu re  on a 
s u m m e r  a b ro a d . T ra v e lin g  on 
b e tte r  w heels th a n  m ost, th e re  
w ere Kerry and a buddy explor
ing Europe in a low-slung Austin 
Healey, ra c in g  a g a in s t an  Alfa 
Rom eo on the tw istin g  ro ad  to  
Nice, ch asin g  a  P orsche ac ro ss  
Italy.

The gendarm es caugh t him  in 
M onte Carlo: Kerry, so in tent on 
retracing the course of the Grand 
P rix th a t  he h ea d ed  the  w rong  
direction on a one-way street.

“John had to do those types of 
th ings,” says his travel com pan
ion and longtim e friend, Harvey 
Bundy.

E ven  th e  y o u th fu l h ijin k s  of 
John Kerry had an ex tra  elem ent 
of intensity about them .

Now, a t age 60, Kerry is pu rsu 
ing the Am erican presidency with 
the sam e doggedness and  focus 
th a t a re  lifelong traits for a  son of 
privilege who nonetheless had to 
fight fo r m uch of w h a t he got. 
The im patient young m an whose 
firs t tw o trie s  for C ongress fiz
z le d , w h o  w a ite d  a n o th e r  15 
y e a r s  fo r  th e  r ig h t  e n t r e e  to  
Congress and two m ore decades 
fo r a good  s h o t  a t  th e  W h ite  
H ouse, is r ig h t w h ere  his s ta rs  
seem ed fixed from the beginning.

"H e’s alw ays been  the kind of 
guy who knew his place in histo
ry,” says Daniel Barbiero, college 
r o o m m a te  a n d  f r ie n d  s in c e  
before th a t.”

Kerry w inces a t any such hint 
of destiny.

Life, he says in an interview  in 
his stocking feet aboard  his cam 
paign  p la n e , too  often  o ffers a 
“tw is t o f f a te ” to th in k  in such  
term s.

“W h e n  you  lo se  R o b e r t  
Kennedy, you lose John Kennedy, 
you lose Martin Luther King, you 
lose your very closest friends, you 
lose both your paren ts ... you ju s t 
know every day is every day. You 
take 'em  as they com e. And it’s 
up  to  o th e rs  la te r  on  to  m ake  
judgm ents about how  it all fits.”

As a child, K erry  w as alw ays 
“th e  m o st p o litica lly  a t tu n e d ,” 
s a y s  h is  y o u n g e r  b r o th e r ,  
C am ero n . “He w a s  a lw a y s  the 
lead e r of the pack in the neigh
borhood am ong the cousins, the 
quarte rback  a t touch football.”

His drive and com petitiveness, 
say s C am ero n , a r e  “ju s t  h a r d 
w ired .”

T hey  a re  still th e re  in a d u l t
h o o d , a s  K e rry  w in d s u r f s  
N a u s h o n  I s la n d  in  a fu ll-o n  
N o rth ea s te rn  gale o r silences a 
cam paign heckler by declaring: “I 
n ever ru n  aw ay from  anyth ing , 
especially George Bush.”

W illia m  S ta n b e r r y ,  K e r ry ’s 
debate-team  p a rtn e r  a t Yale, says 
K erry’s in terest in the presidency 
w as clear even in college.

“I couldn’t help adm ire the gall, 
in a way, o f so m eo n e  w ho had 
such  a  clearly  s ta ted  long-term  
objective,” he recalls . “To som e 
ex ten t it w as im pressive, and  to 
som e extent alm ost ridiculous.”

B lakely  F e tr id g e  B undy, th e  
g i r l f r i e n d ,  a n d  l a t e r  w ife  o f 
Harvey Bundy, one of K erry’s col
lege room m ates, rem em bers  his

p a ls  p r e s e n t in g  K e rry  w ith  a 
te le g ra m  an d  a  re d , w h ite  an d  
blue cake th a t said “Yippee!” in 
May 1964 w hen  he w as elected 
p re s id e n t  o f th e  Yale P o litica l 
Union, a  college debating society.

She w rote in h e r jou rnal a t the 
time: “We decided th a t for all fur
ther successes — especially when 
he’s elected president of the U.S. 
— tha t w e’ll send him a Yippee! 
cake.”

A lw ay s a  le a d e r ,  a lw a y s  an  
a c h ie v e r ,  K erry , a  f o u r - te rm  
M assachusetts senator, nonethe
less sketches a  less scrip ted  life 
plan for himself, one driven by a 
d e s ire  to  s e rv e  m o re  th a n  an  
am bition to climb.

Early on, he says, though ts of 
the presidency w ere only “a  hazy 
possibility.”

“I don’t think you think of it in 
real te rm s,” he says.

He d e c id e d  to  ru n , h e  sa y s , 
because the D em ocrats “had no 
voice.” The Republicans, he felt, 
w ere  reducing  national security  
issues to political slogans.

He w a n te d  to  o ffe r p eo p le  a 
“ 3 6 0 - d e g r e e  v iew  o f w h e re  
Am erica is today,” as he w rote in 
his cam paign book.

T hat panoram ic perspective is 
tradem ark  Kerry.

W h e re  s u p p o r te r s  s e e  a 
refreshing openness and an  abili
ty  to  th in k  th r o u g h  c o m p le x  
issues alm ost three-dim ensional- 
ly, h is c ritic s  find w affling  and  
am bivalence.

“ He h a s  th is  go o d  a n d  b a d  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  to  d e s c r ib e  a t  
length  th e  th ings th a t he se es ,”

says form er Sen. Bob Kerrey, 11- 
Neb., w ho served  w ith Kerry in 
C o n g ress . “S o m e tim e s  h e  can  
give you the im pression th a t h e ’s 
on  tw o s id e s  of an  is su e . H e’s 
not.”

Ever w as it so.
As a  27-year-old w ar p ro tester 

w ho cap tu red  the  a tten tion  of a 
nation, Kerry told a  “60 M inutes” 
interview er in 1971 th a t w hen he 
w ent to Vietnam, “I w as gung-ho 
in a  certain  sense bu t had doubts 
in ano ther sense.”

He cam e h o m e from  w ar, he 
said, w ith “a trem endous am ount 
o f  h o p e ” b u t  a ls o  “a c e r ta in  
depression.”

W atching Kerry debate an issue 
can be “a  little bit like a t a  tennis 
m atch , w a tch in g  the ball going 
b a c k  a n d  f o r t h , ” s a y s  D av id  
Leiter, his fo rm er ch ief o f staff. 
“He is curious. ... H e’s engaged  
and thoughtful. He always strug 
gles to get it right.”

The nuance th a t typifies K erry’s 
public sta tem ents is there as well 
in his life portrait, which is pain t
ed with blended colors and dap 
p led  b ru s h s tro k e s  r a th e r  th a n  
sharp  lines.

He is the prom ising young m an 
of B rahm in bloodlines who m an 
a g e d  to  a t te n d  a n  e l i te  p r e p  
school only th rough the largesse 
of a  generous aunt. He is the dec
orated  w ar hero who evolved into 
a shaggy-haired  protester. He is 
the politician who speaks of core 
p rin c ip le s  ye t is know n  fo r his 
cau tious p rag m atism . He is the 
c a n d id a te  w h o  c a n ’t s e e m  to 
w a rm  up to  p e o p le  y e t w h o se

friends speak of his uncanny abil
ity to connect. He is the fabulous
ly w e a lth y  su c c e s s  s to ry  w ho  
w olfs dow n p e a n u t b u tte r-a n d -  
jelly sandwiches.

The first thing th a t people m ust 
com e to  g r ip s  w ith  w h en  th ey  
consider John Kerry, even before 
they begin to parse his words, is 
his appearance. He is so long, so 
thin, he looks deceptively fragile. 
O ne’s h ead  m u st scan  up, then  
down to take in his full 6-foot-4 
fram e. His w in g sp an , w h en  he 
gestures with his arm s, seem s to 
stretch  to the walls.

His face, too, is long and  thin. 
Com ic Billy C ry sta l jo k e s  th a t  
som eone needs to let K erry’s face 
know  th a t  h e ’s h a v in g  a  good 
time.

His lanky body only serves to 
accentuate the thick m ass of sil
very h a ir  atop  his head. “In the 
event o f an em ergency, my h a ir  
can be used as a flotation device,” 
K erry  o n ce  jo k e d  on h is c a m 
paign plane.

T h a t funny, s e lf -d e p re c a tin g  
side of Kerry, and his w arm , gen
erous side — friends say his true  
persona — doesn’t always com e 
a c ro s s  in  p u b lic . V o te rs  h a v e  
som etim es seen him as standoff
ish.

“Have you had a beer w ith me 
y e t? ” K erry  p ro te s te d  w h en  a 
local re p o r te r  once asked about 
his reputation  for aloofness.

W h a t w o u ld  s o m e o n e  le a r n  
abou t him if they did go out for 
th a t beer, he is asked later.

“You ju s t  h a v e  to  do i t , ” h e  
in s is ts . “You ju s t  have to  have

fun, le t y o u r h a ir  dow n, re lax , 
laugh , kick som e jo k es a round , 
have a good tim e — ta lk  abou t 
som ething other than  th is.”

K erry’s daugh ter Alex, 30, says 
her father som etim es can get so 
focused tha t it “precludes having 
a  lackadaisical m om ent.” But she 
say s he can  be w itty  an d  silly, 
even goofy, in m ore relaxed se t
tings.

His younger daughter, Vanessa, 
27, offers four w ords to sum  up 
h e r  fa th e r: d e d ic a te d , cu rio u s, 
intelligent, playful.

“ 1 lik e  ‘p la y fu l’ a b o v e  a l l ,  ” 
K e rry  s a y s , w h e n  o f fe re d  h is 
d au g h ter’s list.

Then, som ew hat reluctantly, he 
com es up w ith his own quarte t: 
ro m an tic , passio n ate , idealistic, 
engaged.

F r ie n d s  sp e a k  o f sm a ll, f r e 
quent acts of generosity, and loy
alty built up over decades.

T ra c y  D ro z  T ra g o s ,  w h o se  
f a th e r  s e rv e d  w ith  K e rry  in  
V ie tnam  a n d  w as  k illed  th e re , 
rem em bers how Kerry took time 
to m ake rubbings of h e r fa th e r’s 
n a m e  f ro m  th e  V ie tn a m  W ar 
M em orial to send to h e r  g ra n d 
paren ts in sm all-town Missouri.

“T h a t re la tio n sh ip  m e an t the  
w orld to my grandm other,” says 
Tragos.

Kerry, whose service as captain 
o f  a  S w ift b o a t  in  V ie tn a m  
brought him th ree Purple Hearts 
and a  Silver S tar for heroism , still 
has a  piece of sh rap n e l em b ed 
ded in his leg. T here is a  scar, he 
says, but the w ound doesn’t both
e r  him.

“it’s ju s t th e re ,” he says, “p a r t 
of my in ternal m achinery.”

Kerry’s service becam e a  m ajor 
cam paign issue this year as sev
e r a l  v e t e r a n s  w h o  s e rv e d  on 
other boats appeared  in biting TV 
ads ques tion ing  his rec o rd  an d  
criticizing his la ter an ti-w ar com 
m ents. V eterans w ho served  on 
K erry ’s b o a t defen d ed  him  an d  
som etim es cam paigned alongside 
him.

V a n e s s a  K e rry  s a y s  sh e  
re m e m b e rs  pok ing  a ro u n d  h e r  
fa the r’s desk as a  child and com 
ing across a rocket th a t had been 
aim ed a t K erry ’s b o a t w hen  he 
ju m p e d  a s h o re  to  c h a se  dow n 
and kill a  young Viet Cong fighter.

“T hose a re  the  s to ries  I g rew  
up w ith,” she says. “I think it has 
m ade  my dad  value  every  day. 
He’s the first to say every day is 
ex tra .”

Kerry w ent to w ar with doubts 
ab o u t V ietnam  an d  cam e hom e 
w ith certa in ty  th a t the w ar w as 
wrong; he received early release 
f ro m  th e  N avy to  r u n  fo r  
C ongress as an  an ti-w a r ca n d i
d a te .  H is c a n d id a c y  fizz led  
because a m ore p rom inent an ti
w a r  fig u re  w as  a lre a d y  in th e  
race. But as a decorated veteran, 
K e rry  q u ic k ly  e m e r g e d  a s  a 
spokesm an against the war.

Bob M uller, p re s id e n t o f th e  
V ie tn am  V e te ra n s  o f A m e ric a  
Foundation and a friend who has 
known Kerry since the ir w ar-pro- 
te s te r  days, says K erry w as the 
one who “put a  good face on us,” 
w ho  ta m p e d  do w n  th e  m o v e
m e n t’s e x tre m e s  an d  offered  a 
m ore m oderate face of dissent.

“John has always been able to 
do an  override on the em otions,” 
Muller said, “to be pragm atic and 
to be effective.”

Name: John Kerry Children: Alexandra & Education: BA Yale Previous occupations:
Birth date: D ec. 11, 1943 V anessa Kerry: jiohn, Andre University. 1966; JD B oston M ass, lieu ten an t governor,
Birthplace: Denver, C olo. & C hristopher H einz C ollege, 1976 U.S. senator, attorney
Spouse: Teresa Heiriizferity Residence: Boston. Mass. Religion: Catholic Y.
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“(Kerry) w ould  be a  sound  s te w a rd , rep lac in g  a  
cow boy eth ic w ith a  w elcom e p rag m atism , ad v a n c 
in g  A m e r ic a n  in te r e s t s  a n d  v a lu e s ,  s e e k in g  to  
rev e rse  a ca re le ss  co u rse  ab ro a d , ju s t as he would 
a t  hom e.” — A kron Beacon Jo u rn a l

“P resid en t Bush got som e th ings w rong, b u t th e re  
is m uch  he got righ t. We a re  faced w ith an  u n re 
len ting  foe who s tr ik e s  from  the shadow s and w on’t 
he d e te rre d  by diplom acy o r in te rn a tio n a l re so lu 
tions. B ush ’s reso lv e  an d  co m m itm en t to  s tay  the  
co u rse  a re  c lea r.” — A ustin A m erican -S ta tesm an

“D espite 
is. He has 
bles. K err 
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“Despite the best efforts of the campaigns to do other
wise, w hat sets these men apart is not their qualifications 
to be president, but their positions on the issues. Bush 
and Kerry offer decidedly different visions for the coun
try. It is on this basis that the candidates are best judged, 
and it is because we believe Kerry has. on the whole, the 
better plan for America that we endorse him for presi
dent of the United States.” —  Maine Sunday Telegram

“T he d eb a te s  have p laced a spo tligh t on th e  skills 
an d  ab ilities o f  the  tw o co n ten d e rs , w ith the p re s i
d en t g e ttih g  th e  w orst o f it.” — Miami H erald

“[K erryI is a  se rio u s  m an  w ith  s ir  
sk ills. He is  th e  on e  c a n d id a te  w ho 
hea l th e  deep ly  b itte r  d iv isions in tl
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Strongly for Bush 

Leaning for Bush

Strongly for Kerry 

Leaning for Kerry
SOURCE: A ssociated P ress , New York Times

“K erry  know s how  to effectively  jo in  w ith  U.S. 
a llie s to le v e rag e  th e  v as t p o w er o f in te rn a tio n a l 
w ill. ... K e rry ’s a p p ro a c h  d e m o n s tra te s  m a tu rity , 
n u a n c e  an d  th o u g h tfu ln e ss . T hose q u a litie s  d o n ’t 
alw ays play well in cam paign  sound bites. But they 
w ill se rv e  A m eric a  ex c ee d in g ly  w ell in  th e  Oval 
Office.” —  M inneapolis S ta r T ribune

“T he b e s t ev id en c e  of th e  p o v erty  of the  Bush 
a d m in is t r a t io n ’s re c o rd  is  th e  B u sh  r e -e le c t io n  
te a m ’s incessan tly  negative cam paign  ag a in s t John  
Kerry, .. The cynicism  a n d  illogicjof those  a ttack s 
— nobody ca n  be a  flip-flopper an d  a  left-w ing ide
ologue a t  th e  sa m e  tim e — should  be obvious.” — 
S ain t P e te rsb u rg  Times

“A m ericI 
is ,  w h o  k | 
alliances, 
rily, who 
A m oric 
a ffa irs , 
m o d e ra te  
Sain t Louis

his

“Like m any people, Bush finds it difficult to adm it 
a  m is tak e , p a r tic u la r ly  w hen  u n d e r  a tta c k  on all

proved p re fe rab le  to cau tious, indecisive o n es .” — 
H ouston Chronicle

“Sen. Jo h n  K erry  is the b es t hope for reg a in in g
A m e ric a ’s p ro m ise , o ffe rin g  th e  c o u n try  a  fre sh
■ and  a  re tu rn ; o f t p  presidqhicy

1 ”
stm djU  ^
to an  office of s ta tu re  and re sp e c t.’ 
T ribune

“[Wei will not lend its endorsement to a I 
has made too many mistakes, nor to one wlj 
em ing philosophy we reject. This decision I

... We will never feel obliged to defend a ] 
blunders and misjudgmcnts have hurt the i 
we settle for an equally bad choice.” —Defi

best suited to h g a lo u r  painful rifts now —  not just with

lo n u c a n d  religious div 
of America. We are con

“On the signal issues of this campaign — the Iraq w ar 
and terrorism  — Kerry is up to the challenge. ... He is

These sap the strength of America. W e a re  "confident" $ 
Kerry presidency will restore both unity and strength.’ 
— Boston Globe
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his m istakes, A m erica know s w ho Bush 
led the  coun try  th ro u g h  im m ense trou - 
, b u rd en ed  by all th e  votes th a t cam e in 
nate for 20 y ears , still leaves m any ques- 
w hat kind of p re s id e n t he would b e .” — 

lository

“W hen a  p re s id e n t is seek ing  re-e lection , the  con- 
te s t is inevitably a re ferendum  on his se rv ic e ...... We
th ink  G eorge W. Bush h a s  m ade the w rong  c W $ o s  
on tod m any m a tte rs  im p o rta n t to  o u r country. — 
C harlo tte  O bserver

“We w a n t le a d e rs  to  s tay  th e  co u rse  only w hen  
th e  c o u rs e  is  a  good  o n e . ... T h e  q u e s tio n  th a t  
A m ericans n ee d  to ask  them selves', go ing  ink) the

lik e T h W (fh ^ c flb h  M r  M t b n h s  h e a d in g /  If th e  
a n s w e r  is no , th e n  y o u r vo te sh o u ld  be fo r Sen. 
John  K erry.” — Chicago Sun-Tim es

ig  ana ly tica l 
a n  begin  to  

s n a tio n ."  —

“We have been im p ressed  w ith  Mr. K erry 's  w ide 
know ledge an d  c le a r  th in k in g  — so m e th in g  th a t  
becam e m ore a p p a re n t  once he w as  re in e d  in by 
th a t tw o-m inu te  d eb a te  light, l i e  is b lessed ly  w illing 
to re -ev a lu a te  decisions w hen conditions change. ... 
He s tr ik e s  us, above all, as  a  m a n  w ith  a  s tro n g  
m oral co re .” — New York Tim es

“This election  is an  opportun ity  to d em o n stra te  to 
te rro r is ts  th ro u g h o u t the w orld th a t A m erica is not
lil%d oTAlie fight, A4%#c. fo r ( jfb r# *  W- Bus&rwlH 
keep a
on th a t  fight a n a  do so m ore forcefully and  effec
tively th a n  his o p p o n en t.” — O m aha W orld H erald

Electoral Vote Totals

154 Votes

1 60 Votes

| 103 Votes

56 Votes

| 166 Votes

Breakdown of Electoral Votes
Presidential candidates George W. Bush and John Kerry will vie for the 
lion’s share of the 538 possible national electoral votes on Nov. 2, 
needing a minimum of 270 votes to  win the election. While Associated 
Press and New York Times polls indicate that nine “swing” states are 
especially contentious in the 2004 race and 20 states have been 
identified as battleground areas, where candidates continue their efforts 
to woo the voters to  their respective tickets.

National Presidential Poll

Swing State

Results of an 
from NBC-Wall Street Journal
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seds a  le a d e r  w ho sees  the w orld  as  it 
ws h o w  to  r e b u i l d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
focuses on th re a ts  to hom eland  secu- 
the governm en t for I he benefit o f all 

v v ir iu e  of h is  k n o w led g e  of w o rld  
fe s to ry  o f n a t io n a l  se rv ic e  an d  h is  
u es , Jo h n  K erry  is th a t  le a d e r .” — 
st D ispatch

“T he M a ssac h u se tts  s e n a to r  p o sse sse s  a  p ro d i
g ious in te llect cap ab le  of g rasp in g  the com plexities 
o f  th e  s e r io u s  I s s u e s  f a c in g  th e  n a t io n  a n d  th e  
w orld .” — South T lorida Sun-Sentinel

“Jo h n  K erry ’s rec o rd  of w affling on issu es la rg e  
an d  sm all does not instill confidence th a t he w ould 
provide the s te a d y  leadersh ip  th a t  these  u n ce rta in  
lim bs d em an d . W ith G eorge Bush, how ever, th e re  
never is an y  doub t ab o u t w h ere  he s tan d s. T h a t is 
w hy h e  m e rits  a n o th e r  fo u r y e a rs  in th e  W hite  
H ouse.” — San Diego Union T ribune
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“It can  be assu m ed  th a t the  n ex t p res id en t, be it 
Bush or Kerry, will do every th ing  in his p o w er to 
m ake A m erica  sa fe  from  te rro r ism . ... But on  th e  
b ro a d  ra n g e  o f  o th e r  is su e s , K erry  h a s  m o re  to 
offer. He is in touch  w ith the  m iddle class. He is b e t
te r  in fo rm ed  on h e a lth  ca re  an d  h a s  sou n d  id eas  
for c re a tin g  jo b s .” — Des M oines R egister

“On Sept. 11, 2001, th is  coun try  accep ted  a  g rea t 
c h a lle n g e  — to  in f lic t  ju s t ic e  on  te r r o r i s t s  w ho

s u e d  w i th  d o g g e d  r e s o lu t io n ,  a n d  v»e th in k  
P resid en t Bush is b es t su ited  to  con tinue the  figh t.” 
— D enver Post

“Jo h n  K erry is a  cred ib le, p re p a re d , likely choice 
for a  n a tio n  th a t should  expect m ore sophistication , 
m ore skill, less failu re and  m ore focus on the p ro b 
lem s of th e  A m erican  m a in s trea m  than  George W. 
Bush h as  offered ." —  D ayton Daily News
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Election might 
come down to 
who can get 
out the vote
Associated Press

W ASHINGTON — W ith th e  te le v is e d  
d ebates behind them , P residen t Bush and 
Sen. John  Kerry have little opportunity  to 
shape fu rther the presidential race  except 
by w ag ing  an  in ten se  effort in the hom e 
stretch aim ed at getting out the vote.

Voters have a  pretty good idea now w hat 
Bush and Kerry a re  all about. T here  isn’t 
m uch room  for e ith er one to “define” his 
opponent o r himself.

At this point, getting out the vote is equal
ly —  if not m ore — im portant than winning 
over the dw indling n u m b er of undecided 
voters, strategists in both parties agree.

With ju st two w eeks to go to the election, 
polls showed Bush and Kerry in a dead heat 
— back w here they w ere a t the beginning of 
the sum m er before the party conventions.

“If anything, th e re ’s a  little tail wind for 
Kerry com ing out o f the debates,” said poll
s te r  A ndrew  K ohut, d irec to r  o f the Pew  
Research Center. "Just as there w as a  little 
ta il w ind for Bush in  A ugust. But w hen  
would you ra th e r have a little tail wind, in 
August or in mid-October?"

Kohut said how successful each  side is in 
g e ttin g  o u t its vote “is on e  o f  the  m ost 
im portant elem ents in the end gam e. I think 
there is a fair num ber of votes still up for 
grabs. And som e people a re n ’t going to get 
any real convictions until we get right up to 
Election Day.”

Both the Dem ocrats and the Republicans, 
along with well-financed activist groups on 
b o th  th e  le ft an d  th e  r ig h t, h av e  sp e n t 
m onths pouring resources into registering 
voters after the near deadlock of the 2000 
p re s id e n tia l r a c e  a n d  polls sh o w in g  an 
extremely tight race again this year.

T h e re  h as  b een  an  a v a la n c h e  of new  
voter registrations a t election boards across 
the nation . Now, w ith  m o st re g is tra tio n  
deadlines passed, political activists for both 
cand ida tes a re  pounding the pavem ent to 
ensure voters get to polling places on Nov. 2.

P a rtic u la r  efforts a re  being d irec ted  a t 
m ino rities, w ith a big effort on the  fast- 
growing bloc of Hispanic voters.

Most ind ications a re  th a t vo ter tu rn o u t 
will be high, given the high vie w orship of 
th e  d e b a te s  an d  polls show ing  a  la rg e r- 
than-usual num ber of voters saying they’re 
following the cam paign closely.

T u rn o u t  c o u ld  m e a n  th e  d if fe re n c e  
betw een victory and defeat in closely con
tested states.

D em ocrats a re  tu rn ing  w idespread  con
cern about the w ar in Iraq and w orry over 
th e  econom y into voter rec ru itm en t lures. 
M eanwhile, R epublicans a re  investing far 
m ore in get-out-the-vote drives than  ever 
before, w ith an a ssis t from  relig ious and 
socially conservative advocacy groups.

Despite huge am ounts spent by both sides 
on negative advertising, the th ree presiden
tia l a n d  o n e  v ice p r e s id e n t ia l  d e b a te s  
allowed Americans to see the candidates as 
they a re , up close and unvarn ished , su p 
planting cam paign-generated caricatures.

“T hese d ebates have essentially undone 
w hat am ounts to $100 million in negative 
attacks,” said Kerry senior strateg ist Mike 
Donilon.

S ince th e  n a tio n  a lre a d y  had a  p re tty  
good m easure of Bush, Kerry benefited the 
m ost from  th e  d e b a te s  th a t show ed him  
m ore than holding his own with the presi
dent, polls suggest.

Marc Racicot, Bush’s campaign chairm an, 
said Americans now have before them “the 
c e n tra l issue of the  cam p a ig n : w ho a re  
these two people, w hat will they bring to the 
office?”

C am paigning in a dw indling num ber of 
battleg round  sta tes, both  Bush and Kerry 
will try to energize their political base with 
red -m eat attacks, even as they keep reach
ing out for undecided voters.

“T h ere  is a  sm all n u m b er ou t th e re  to 
fight for. Neither guy a t this point has totally 
closed the sa le ,” said  Bruce B uchanan, a 
political science professor a t the University 
of Texas.

Candidates target women voters

By CLAIRE H EIN IN G ER
In  Focus W riter

Arm ed with retooled stum p 
speeches and Hanked by polar 
o p p o s i te  w iv es , P r e s id e n t  
George W. Bush and Sen. John 
Kerry a re  increasingly ta rge t
ing w om en voters as the 2004 
p r e s id e n t ia l  c a m p a ig n  h its  
crunch time.

Women cast 8 million m ore 
vo tes th a n  m en  in th e  2000  
election, according to the U.S. 
Census B ureau. And because 
w o m en  co m p o se  a s iz e a b le  
p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th is  y e a r ’s 
rem aining undecided voters — 
b e tw e e n  55 to  60  p e r c e n t ,  
accord ing  to polls conducted  
by th e  A s s o c ia te d  P re s s ,  
R e u t e r s ,  
th e  N ew  
York Tim es 
and CBS — 
both cand i
dates a re  in 
hot p u rsu it 
of this criti
c a l d e m o 
graphic.

In th e  
sw ing sta te  
o f W isco n 
s in  F riday ,
Kerry told a 
m o s t l y  
f e m a l e  
crow d  th a t  
he understood w om en’s strug 
g le s  to  b a la n c e  fam ily  
d e m a n d s  w ith  th e  fig h t for 
equal sta tus in the workplace. 
I le prom ised th a t if he is elect
ed , he will a s s is t them  w ith 
economic and educational ini
t ia t iv e s .  C a m p a ig n in g  th e  
s a m e  d ay  in P e n n sy lv a n ia , 
a n o th e r  to ss -u p  s ta te ,  B ush 
c o u n te re d  th a t  su c h  is su e s  
pale in com parison to national 
security, as he courted women 
w ho believe th a t he is b e tte r  
equipped to protect American 
families from te rro ris t attacks.

The last-m inute onslaught of 
attention  to w om en’s concerns 
m ay be an attem pt to com pen
sa te  for the Iraq w a r’s dom i
nation of the initial m onths of 
th e  c a m p a ig n ,  s a id  D ia n a  
H ess , c o - p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  
L e a g u e  o f  W om en  V o te r s ’ 
South Bend branch.

T h e  N a tio n a l C o u n c il o f 
W om en’s O rganizations identi
fied such “w om en’s issues” as 
health care, pay equity, family 
le a v e , s o c ia l  s e c u r i ty  a n d  
hum an rights as topics of p a r
ticular in terest to women in its 
“ABC’s o f  W o m en ’s I s s u e s ” 
voter guide — m any of which 
h a v e  o n ly  r e c e n t ly  h it  th e  
headlines.

“Domestic issues w ere over
shadow ed by security up until

now,” Hess said. “I think a  lot 
of issues a re  ju s t  now  being 
m e n tio n e d  — a n d  th e y ’re  
w o m e n ’s is s u e s  a c ro s s  th e  
board .”

Bush and  K erry m ight also 
be playing on these issues sim 
ply to seize a  narrow ing w in
d o w  o f o p p o r tu n i ty ,  H ess 
added.

“Part of it is the race is ju st 
so close th a t  w om en  v o te rs  
a re  one group  they m ight be 
able to cap tu re , especially in 
the swing sta tes,” she said.

Christina W olbrecht, a  Notre 
Dame political science profes
s o r  w h o  s p e c ia l iz e s  in  
w om en’s voting behavior, said 
swaying undecided wom en to 
a  p a rtic u la r  side is only half 
th e  c a n d id a t e s ’ b a t t le  — 

w o m e n  
m ust still be 
lu r e d  in to  
th e  v o tin g  
booth.

“The can 
d i d a t e s  
h a v e  tw o  
g o a ls : to
c o n v i n c e  
peop le w ho 
d o n 't  know  
who they’re 
voting for to 
v o te  fo r  
th e m , a n d  
to  m obilize  
th o s e  w ho  

support them  already  to turn  
out.” she said. “A lot of people 
who d idn’t tu rn  out last tim e 
w ere women. [The candidates] 
a re  trying to give them  a  re a 
son to turn  out and vote on a 
rainy Tuesday when they have 
a  million o ther things to do.” 

However, m any w om en vot
ers in the a re a  haven’t needed 
ex tra  attention  from the can 
d id a tes  to recognize vo ting’s 
im p o rta n c e , H ess sa id . T he 
L e a g u e  o f  W om en  V o te r s ’ 
South Bend b ranch  registered 
b e tw e e n  100  a n d  150  new  
voters this year, she said, and 
a g e n c ie s  a c ro s s  St. Jo s e p h  
County  have re p o r te d  h uge  
registration tu rnou t overall.

“W e w a n t  to  m a k e  s u r e  
wom en vote and are  inform ed 
voters,” Hess said.

B u t s in c e  w o m e n  do  n o t 
c o m p ris e  a  u n ifo rm  v o tin g  
bloc — diverging along single 
vs. m arried , w orking vs. stay- 
at-hom e, u rban  vs. ru ra l and 
o ther lines — the  cand ida tes 
h a v e  te n d e d  to  fo c u s  on 
g roups of w om en w ho would 
b enefit m ost from  th e ir  p a r 
t ie s ’ p la tfo rm s. W hile K erry  
h as  tried  to p a in t h im self as 
the m ore attractive candidate 
for single w orking women, as 
r e f le c te d  in  h is  W isc o n s in  
speech, Bush has becom e pop

ular with m arried  women and 
the “security m om s” who plan 
to  c a s t th e ir  votes on safe ty  
and family values.

This gap betw een single and 
m a r r ie d  v o te rs  — a n d  th is  
y e a r , s in g le  a n d  m a r r ie d  
wom en — is actually far more 
a c u te  th a n  th e  w e ll-k n o w n  
“g e n d e r  g a p ” b e tw een  m ale 
and  fem ale voters, W olbrecht 
sa id . S tab le  m a rr ia g e s  often 
lead to a relatively conserva
tive perspective , resu ltin g  in 
m any m arried  w om en voting 
for a R epub lican  ticket, she  
sa id . And since dual-incom e 
m a rr ie d  c o u p le s  a r e  b e t te r  
equipped to deal with sudden 
job  loss than  a  single-incom e 
w o m an  s u p p o r tin g  h e rse lf , 
Dem ocrats’ inclusive economic 
policy becom es m ore a t tr a c 
tive to those who a re n ’t m ar
ried, W olbrecht said.

“T ra d i t io n a l ly ,  w o rk in g  
w om en vote D em ocratic and 
s ta y -a t-h o m e  m o th e rs  vo te 
Republican, ” she said. “Single 
w om en m ay feel the b run t of 
economics m ore harshly.”

D esp ite  th e s e  d if fe re n c e s  
am ong w om en voters, recen t 
election  h isto ry  in d ica tes  an 
overall gender gap still exists. 
W o m en  h a v e  c o n s is te n t ly  
favored the D em ocratic Party 
since the 1960’s, after backing 
R e p u b lic a n s  th e  40  y e a r s  
befo re  th a t, W olbrech t sa id . 
This pattern  held true in 2000, 
w hen  53 p e rc e n t o f w om en  
voted for the Dem ocratic p res
id e n tia l c a n d id a te , A1 G ore, 
a n d  45 p e r c e n t  c h o s e  th e  
R epublican, Bush. This year, 
Kerry leads Bush am ong likely 
w om en voters by 15 percent, 
according to a poll published 
T h u r s d a y  
by th e  
A ssociated  
Press.

S i n c e  
s t r i d e s  
h av e  been  
m a d e  on 
issu e s  like 
a b o r t i o n ,  
w age equi
ty, m in i
m um  wage, family leave, w el
fa re , e d u c a t io n  an d  se x u a l 
h a r a s s m e n t  law  d u r in g  
D e m o c ra tic  p r e s id e n c ie s ,  
w om en m ay tru s t the p a rty ’s 
history of encouraging reform  
in these areas, W olbrecht said.

“A h y p o th e s is  fo r  w hy 
w o m en  h a v e  ... b e e n  m o re  
likely to be D em ocrats is they 
fav o r a p a r ty  th a t  p ro v id es 
m ore  of a  social safe ty  n e t ,” 
she said. “I don’t w an t to say 
either [partyI has been perfect 
... b u t th e  D em ocratic  P arty  
has a  better record of fighting 
for [women].”

T h a t record  bodes well for 
this y e a r’s D em ocratic cand i
date, she said. “We don’t know 
Kerry would go into the White 
H ouse an d  do all th a t ,” she  
s a id , “b u t he m ay b e  m o re  
likely to .”

Because m any w om en vot
e rs  view the security  issue as 
param ount, however, the gen
d e r  gap  m ay be n a rro w in g , 
W olbrecht said.

“Elections often com e down 
to convincing people w h a t is 
m o s t im p o r ta n t ,” sh e  sa id , 
po in ting  to B ush ’s c la im s — 
e c h o e d  c o n s is te n t ly  in h is  
speeches and the th ree presi
dential debates — th a t te rro r
ism  an d  h o m e lan d  se c u r ity  
trum p all else, and th a t keep
ing families safe from attack  is 
of utm ost priority. T hat s tra te 
gy reflects B ush’s a ttem p t to 
c o n v in c e  w o m en  t h a t  “my 
is s u e s  a r e  y o u r  i s s u e s ,” 
W olbrecht said.

W h ile  th e  p r e s id e n t  an d  
K e rry  h a v e  on ly  r e c e n t ly  
s te p p e d  up  th e  in te n s ity  of 
the ir appeals to wom en, their 
wives. F irst Lady Laura Bush 
an d  h e r  co u n te rp a r t, T eresa  
H einz Kerry, have a t tra c te d  
the attention  of fem ale voters 
throughout the cam paign.

Heinz K erry has been  con
t r o v e r s ia l  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  
heiress im age, previous m a r
r iag e  to a  R epublican  (now- 
deceased Pennsylvania Sen. II. 
Jo h n  Heinz III) and s trin g  of 
inflam m atory com m ents in the 
p r e s s ,  W o lb re c h t s a id . 
In d ep en d en t and aggressive, 
Heinz Kerry therefo re stands 
in  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  to  L a u ra  
Bush, W olbrecht said.

“L aura  Bush behaves m ore 
like a  ty p i
ca l f i r s t  
lady , s m i l 
in g  w h en  
h e r  h u s -  
b a n d 
s p e a k s ,  
f a v  o r i n g 
t r a d i t io n a l  
‘F irs t  Lady 
ca u se s’ like 
e d u c a t i o n  

and wom en's health ca re ,” she 
said. “Teresa is less polished. ” 

To appeal to w om en voters 
in th e ir  p a r t i e s ’ re sp e c tiv e  
b a s e s ,  th e  B ush an d  K erry  
c a m p a ig n s  have  sp u n  th e se  
distinctions to create negativi
ty, Hess said. “Each First Lady 
could be painted in a  role that 
would cause ire on either side. 
But ultimately the im pact isn’t 
a s  g r e a t  a s  th e  c a n d id a te s  
them selves.”

Contact Claire Heininger at 
cheining@nd.edu

“Part o f  it is the race is 
ju s t  so close that women 
voters are one group they  

m ight be able to 
capture, especia lly  in the 

sw ing sta tes.  ”

Diana Hess 
League of Women Voters 

South Bend 
co-president

“Traditionally, working  
women vote D em ocratic 

and stay-a t-hom e m others 
vote Republican.  ”

Christina Wolbrecht 
professor

vioken

BUSH

P hotos courtesy  AP, www.georgew bush.com

Women show  their support for th e  D em ocratic and Republican can d id a te s  for presiden t. Both John Kerry and 
George W. Bush have increased  their effo rts to  woo women voters a s  Election Day draw s near.

mailto:cheining@nd.edu
http://www.georgewbush.com
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Third-party candidates hope to make impact
But it's unlikely any can play a significan

AP photos

Third-party candidates will likely m ake little im pact on the  2004  presidential election on Nov. 2. From left to  right, Michael Badnarik of the  Libertarian Party, David 
Cobb of the Green Party, independent candidate Ralph Nader and Constitution Party candidate Michael Peroutka are all running for the  presidency th is year.

By JO E HETTLER
In Focus W riter

Ralph N ader d id n ’t w in the  2000 p re s 
id e n tia l  e le c tio n  a s  th e  G re en  P a r ty ’s 
c a n d id a te , b u t he still p layed  a p ivo ta l 
ro le in d e te rm in in g  the  victor.

Som e po litica l an a ly s ts  believe N ad e r 
took votes aw ay  from  D em ocratic  ca n d i
d a t e  A1 G o re ,  t h e r e b y  h e lp in g  
R epub lican  c h a lle n g e r G eorge W. Bush 
w in key e lec to ra l s ta te s  an d  u ltim ate ly  
th e  presidency .

“Som e of [the citizens] possibly w ould 
n o t h a v e  v o te d  a t  a l l.  S o m e o f  th e m  
w ou ld  have vo ted  fo r B u sh ,” sa id  Ja c k  
Colwell, a  N otre  D am e jo u rn a lism  p ro 
fe sso r  w ho h a s  co v e red  po litics for 40 
y e a r s  a t  th e  S o u th  B end  T rib u n e . “ It 
a p p e a r s  t h a t  m o st o f th e  N a d e r  v o tes  
o th e rw ise  w ould have gone to Gore an d  
the  th o u g h t is th a t  he p robab ly  p layed  a 
sp o ile r ro le  in  the  election . If h e  h a d  no t 
b e e n  on  th e  b a l lo t  a t  a ll, G ore  lik e ly  
w ould  have w on .”

B ut in the  2004  p res id e n tia l election , 
th ird -p a r ty  ca n d id a te s  likely w o n ’t  have 
th e  sam e im p act Ross P ero t h a d  in 1996 
o r N ader in  2000.

“T h e re ’s ce rta in ly  nobody like a  Ross 
P ero t w hen  h e  ra n  as  a  th ird -p a r ty  c a n 
d id a te  and  a t one tim e ac tua lly  w as se c 

ond  in  th e  p o lls ,” Colw ell sa id . “T h ere  
w a s  s o m e  t h o u g h t  h e  c o u ld  r e a l l y  
becom e p re s id e n t. T h e re ’s nobody th a t 
h a s  a  ch an ce  to  do th a t  th is  tim e .”

B esides the  tw o m a jo r p a rtie s , sev era l 
l e s s e r - k n o w n  
th i r d  p a r t ie s  w ill 
h a v e  c a n d id a te s  
o n  th e  b a l lo t  in  
m a n y , i f  n o t  a l l  
5 0 , s t a t e s .  T h e  
G re e n  P a r ty  
b y p a s s e d  N a d e r  
an d  in s tea d  nom i
n a te d  David Cobb, 
th e  L i b e r t a r i a n  
P a r ty  c h o s e  
M ichael B ad n arik  
a n d  th e
C onstitu tion  P arty  
s e le c te d  M ic h ae l 
P e r o u tk a .  A f te r  
lo s in g  th e  G re e n  
p a r ty ’s bid, N ader dec ided  to  ru n  as  an  
in d e p e n d e n t can d id a te , b u t will only be 
n a m e d  o n  th e  b a l l o t  in  3 4  s t a t e s ,  
exc lud ing  Ind iana .

W hile th e  th ird -p a r ty  c a n d id a te s  g a r 
n e r  su p p o r t  from  th o u s a n d s  o f  peo p le  
th is  y ea r , th e y  h a v e  s tru g g le d  to  g a in  
n a t io n a l  a t te n t io n  fro m  th e  te le v is io n  
a n d  n e w s p a p e r  m e d ia . B e s id e s  B ush  
a n d  K e r ry ,  o t h e r  c a n d i d a t e s  h a v e

received  little  coverage ac ro ss  th e  coun 
try . S o m e m ay  d e e m  th is  u n fa ir ,  b u t 
Colwell d isag rees .

“You have to e a rn  you r co v e rag e ,” he 
s a id .  “ If  s o m e b o d y  w a s  c o m in g  on 

s tro n g  like a  Ross 
P e r o t  o r  e v e n  a 
N a d e r  ... i t ’s 
a lm o s t u n fa ir  fo r 
t h e  r e a l  c a n d i 
d a te s  —  th e  ones 
w h o  h a v e  a r e a l  
chance  of w inning  
— i f  t h e  p r e s s  
d e v o te s  a  lo t  o f  
tim e to  th e se  c a n 
d id a te s  th a t  have 
no c h a n ce .”

T h e  th i r d  p a r 
t i e s  o f fe r
A m eric an s  a c a n 
d id a te  th a t is r a d 
ic a l ly  d i f f e r e n t  

t h a n  th o s e  c a n d i d a t e s  f ro m  th e  
R epublicans an d  D em ocrats. The G reen 
P a r t y ’s C o b b  m a jo r  i s s u e s  in c lu d e  
pu lling  all tro o p s ou t o f Iraq  im m ed ia te 
ly , p r o v id in g  h e a l t h  c a r e  fo r  a l l  
A m e ric a n s  a n d  e s ta b l is h in g  r ig h ts  for 
h o m o s e x u a l s .  B a d n a r ik  a n d  th e  
L ib e rta rian s  p rom ise  a p lan  for rem ov
ing troops from  Iraq , oppose the  P a trio t 
Act an d  w ish  to keep  g o v ern m en t sm all.

P e r o u tk a  a n d  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  P a r ty  
p ledge to  en d  ab o rtio n  by 2005, stric tly  
in te rp re t th e  C onstitu tion  an d  w ith d raw  
tro o p s from  Iraq .

C olw ell b e lie v e s  n o n e  o f th e se  th ird  
p a r ty  c a n d id a te s  have  m uch  ch a n ce  of 
in fluencing  th is election.

“T h e r e  a r e  a l l  k in d s  o f  c a n d id a te s  
ru n n in g  —  som e in only one s ta te , som e 
in  m o re  th a n  th a t  a n d  if  you  a d d  a ll 
th e ir  vo tes , you could  say  th ey  h av e  a 
s lig h t ro le ,” Colwell sa id . “B ut, rea lly , 
N a d e r  is th e  on ly  on e  a t  th e  en d  th a t  
you ’d say  p layed  any ro le a t  a ll.”

T he d iffe ren ce  b e tw e e n  th is  e lec tio n  
a n d  th o se  in  p re v io u s  y e a rs  —  w h e re  
th ird -p a r ty  c a n d id a te s  m ade  an  im p act 
— is  t h e  s t r o n g  f e e l in g s  m a n y  
A m ericans have for o r ag a in s t Bush and  
h is policies, especially  th e  Ira q  W a r .

“P a r t  o f  i t  is th e  c o u n try  h a s  re a lly  
becom e p o la riz e d ,” Colwell sa id . “M ost 
of the  v o te rs  very  ea rly  rea lized  if they 
w ere  for P re s id en t Bush o r a g a in s t h im  
b efo re  Jo h n  K erry  becam e officially th e  
no m in ee . So w ith  ev e ry th in g  so p o la r 
ized th e re  rea lly  w e re n ’t  a  lo t o f people 
ou t looking for a  th ird -p a rty  a lte rn a tiv e . 
If th e y  h a d  b e e n , th e n  p ro b a b ly  som e 
t h i r d  p a r t y  c a n d i d a t e  w o u ld  h a v e  
becom e a  lo t s tro n g e r.”

Contact Joe Hettler at jhettler@nd.edu

“There are a ll kinds o f  
can d ida tes running  —  som e in 

only one state, som e in more than  
that, an d  i f  you a d d  a ll their 

votes, you could sa y  they have a 
sligh t role. But, really, N ader is 

the only one a t the end that y o u ’d  
sa y  p la y e d  any role a t a ll.’’

Jack Colwell 
professor

Campaign finale draws far-out rhetoric, gaffes on both
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As the presidential race 
winds down, the two cam ps are dialing up 
th e  rh e to r ic . T h a t’s led to  som e fa r-o u t 
statem ents, unscrip ted  behavior and  foot- 
in-m outh com ments from both sides.

G en e ra tin g  h o m e s tre tc h  shock  w aves 
w ere Vice President Dick Cheney’s nuclear- 
bom b te rro r  w arnings for U.S. cities, Sen. 
Jo h n  K erry ’s effo rts to b lam e P re s id en t 
Bush for flu vaccine shortages and Teresa 
Heinz K erry’s suggestion tha t Laura Bush 
never had a  “real job .”

Heinz Kerry apologized, saying she “for
got” that the first lady worked for 10 years 
as a  teacher and librarian.

The com m ent, w hich could h u r t K erry 
am ong undecided w om en voters who are 
stay-at-hom e moms, appeared to reflect the 
enorm ous pressures on both campaigns in a 
close race.

“P art of w h a t’s happening  is the conse
quence  of all th e  ten sions an d  anx ieties 
from the fact tha t neither candidate m ade a 
b ig  m ove in  th e  polls a f te r  th e  d eb a te s . 
We’re  left with the sam e dead heat we had 
a t the s ta rt,” said Wayne Fields, an  expert 
in p re s id e n tia l  rh e to r ic  a t  W ash in g to n  
University in St. Louis.

Republicans are still seething at Kerry for 
mentioning Cheney’s openly gay daughter in 
the final presidential debate. “I thought it 
was over the line,” Bush said last w eek in 
an  in terv iew  w ith  The A ssociated Press.

Kerry has said he w as ju st complimenting 
the Cheneys on their parenting.

A nd th e n  th e re  w as  th e  c la im  by P a t 
Robertson that God told him Iraq would be 
“messy,” but th a t Bush assured the religious 
broadcaster in early 2003 there  would be 
no U.S. casualties. Bush aides den ied  the 
president said any such thing.

W ith  p e o p le  c o n 
cerned about the econ
om y a n d  I ra q ,  b o th  
candidates are turning 
to  ex tre m e  politics to 
try to nudge the needle 
in their favor.

K erry  accuses Bush 
of pondering  a revival 
o f  th e  m il i ta ry  d ra f t  
a n d  p la n n in g  a 
“Ja n u a ry  su rp rise” on 
Social S ecurity . Bush 
la b e ls  th e
M assachusetts senato r 
a n  u n r e p e n ta n t  ta x -  
and-spend “liberal” too 
w ishy-w ashy to stand  up to the te rro r is t 
threat.

Each suggests the o ther would lead the 
country  tow ard  despair, defeat, tow ering 
debt.

“Everybody’s beginning to recognize the 
stakes of this election are huge, both cam 
paigns are tired, and they appear to be let
ting it all h ang  ou t,” said GOP consultant 
Scott Reed, who ran  Bob Dole’s 1996 presi
dential campaign.

F lu  v a c c in e  w a s  n o t a n  is s u e  in  th e  
debates. Since then, it has become a  major 
one.

Kerry claimed — and the adm inistration 
denied — tha t Bush aides got advance word 
of a  supply disruption and did nothing about 
it. Kerry said the inability to get the vaccine 
to Americans w as “a  serious dem onstration 

of the failure of leader
ship.”

D em ocrats criticized 
C h en ey  a n d  le a d in g  
Republicans for getting 
the ir shots while those 
o ffic ia ls  w e re  u rg in g  
healthy people to forgo 
inoculations to free up 
supplies. Cheney, who 
h as  a  h isto ry  of h e a r t 
d ise ase , d id  so a t  the  
ad v ic e  o f h is  d o c to r, 
aides said. Bush, Kerry 
and running m ate John 
E dw ards a re  skipping 
the shots.

C heney h as  s tep p ed  up  his a ttac k s  on 
K erry’s fitness to be com m ander in chief. 
Last w eek he called Kerry unsuited for deal
ing with the “ultim ate th rea t” of terrorists 
w h o  b o m b e d  U.S. c i tie s  w ith  n u c le a r  
weapons.

“You’ve got to get your mind around that 
concept, ” Cheney told Ohio supporters, sug
gesting Kerry could not. Kerry accused the 
a d m in is t ra t io n  o f fa ilin g  to  s a fe g u a rd  
nuclear m aterials in Russia and elsewhere.

Cheney’s earlier claim th a t a  CIA report 
concluding th a t S addam  H ussein h ad  no 
w eapons of m ass destruction actually rein
forced the adm inistration’s case for going to 
w ar led Edw ards to say Bush and Cheney 
w ere “completely out of touch with reality.” 

Had enough mudslinging?
If not, there always is independent candi

date Ralph Nader. He says this year’s elec
tion presents voters w ith a choice betw een 
“h eart disease and cancer.”

The close race also seem s to be producing 
gaffes th a t reinforce negative stereotypes; 
for instance, Bush as language-challenged 
and Kerry as vain and aloof.

In a  New Je rse y  sp eech  on te rro r ism , 
Bush asserted: “We will finish the work we 
have started. We will stand up for terror, we 
will stand up for freedom .”

The nex t day he joked  to suppo rters in 
Florida: “In the last few years, the American 
people have gotten to know me. They know 
my blunt way of speaking. I get th a t from 
Mother. They know I sometim es mangle the 
English language. I get th a t from Dad.” 

Kerry w ent hunting for geese in Ohio — 
hoping for a  photo op that would sway gun- 
owning voters. But when he bought a non
resident hunting license he seem  stum ped 
w h en  ask ed  by a  c le rk  w h a t h a ir  co lo r 
shou ld  be e n te re d  in to  th e  co m p u te r  to 
describe the buyer.

“Salt and pepper,” the graying candidate 
said. W hen told by the clerk tha t the System 
w ould  only le t him  p ick  a  sim ple color, 
Kerry settled for gray.

“Part o f  w h a t’s  happening  
is the consequence o f  all 

the tensions and anxieties  
from  the fa c t  th a t neither 

candidate  m ade a big move 
in the polls after the 

debates. ”

Wayne Fields 
presidential expert

mailto:jhettler@nd.edu
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ABORTION
Only in c a se s  o f ra p e  o r  in c e s t o r w h en  a w o m a n ’s life is 

en d a n g e red . S igned bill to ban  a  p ro ced u re  th a t opponen ts call 
p a rtia l-b ir th  abortion .

Yes. W ould no m in a te  only S u p rem e C ourt ju s tice s  w ho s u p 
p o rt abortion  righ ts. Voted ag a in s t p a rtia l-b irth  ban.

BUDGET

Record deficits in a tim e of war, te rro rism  and tax  cuts. Deficit 
expected to su rpass $400 million this year; the governm ent had a 
$127 surplus three years earlier. Says deficits can be halved in five 
years bu t has not fully explained how. Bush proposes th a t Congress 
lim it d isc re tio n a ry  sp en d in g  in p ro g ra m s ou ts ide  defense  and  
hom eland security  to a  0.5 percent increase next year.

Cut defic it by half, a t least, in firs t te rm , b u t h a s  n o t fully 
exp lained  how  he w ould do so in ligh t o f m ajo r p ro p o sa ls  on 
h ea lth  ca re , education , defense and m ore. R epeal o f Bush tax 
cu ts for w ea lth ie r  A m ericans would cover som e costs.

DEATH PENALTY S upports . O pposes “o th e r  than  in cases of rea l in te rn a tio n a l and  dom es
tic te rro r ism .”

ECONOMY - TAXES

W an ts  $ 3 ,0 0 0  re -e m p lo y m e n t a c c o u n ts  to  h e lp  th e  u n e m 
p lo y e d  w ith  jo b - s e a r c h  e x p e n s e s .  W a n ts  to  m a k e  r e c e n tly  
p assed  te m p o ra ry  ta x  cu ts p e rm a n e n t, ea se  b u s in e ss  r e g u la 
tions, p u rsu e  m ore f re e -trad e  dea ls, in c rease  dom estic  energy  
production , lim it c lass-action  law suits and m edical m alp ractice  
liability. Also, give tax  b reak s, regu la to ry  re lie f  and  investm ent 
incen tives to needy com m unities.

Keep B ush’s tax  cu ts for m iddle- an d  low -incom e people b u t 
ra ise  taxes on people ea rn in g  over $200,000. He prom ises ta x 
p a y e rs  e a rn in g  le ss  th a n  $ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0 : “I am  n o t go ing  to ra ise  
ta x es .” Would inc rease  ch ild-care tax  cred it by $1,000. Spend on 
highw ays, school construction , pollution cleanup , energy  pro jects 
and  m ore to  c rea te  3 million jobs in 500 days. Provide $50 billion 
over tw o y ea rs  to sta te s  struggling  w ith  budget deficits.

EDUCATION

C ham pioned  a  2002 o v e rh a u l o f e le m e n ta ry  an d  seco n d ary  
ed u ca tio n  th a t  to u g h en ed  s ta n d a rd s  for te a c h e rs , schools and  
s tu d e n t ach ievem ent. B udget p roposal w ould inc rease  spend ing  
on poor school d istric ts , ch ild ren  w ith d isabilities, Pell g ran ts  to 
help  poo r s tu d e n ts  a t te n d  co llege, an d  e x p e r im e n ta l p riv a te - 
school voucher p ro g ram s. T he p lan  w ould cu t spend ing  on voca
tional ed u catio n , a fam ily literacy  p ro g ram , a r ts  in education , 
d ro p o u t p reven tion  an d  m ore. B udget p roposal, if passed , would 
m a rk  43  p e rc e n t in c re a s e  in  fe d e ra l sp e n d in g  on p ro g ra m s  
u n d e r the No Child Left Behind Act since Bush took office.

Establish com m unity service plan for high school s tuden ts that 
would qualify them  for the equivalent of their s ta te s’ four-year pub
lic college tu ition  if they perform  two years of national service. 
Provide a  tax credit for every year o f college on the first $4,000 
paid in tuition. Credit would provide 100 percen t o f the first $1,000 
an d  50 p e rc e n t on the  res t. O pposes p riv a te -sch o o l vouchers. 
Backed 2002 changes but says insufficient m oney w as sp en t on 
them  and too m uch em phasis is placed on tests for m easuring  s tu 
dent achievem ent. W ants to establish $200 billion education tru st 
fund to help pay for the 2002 school reform s and  special education.

ENVIRONMENT

C hange  c lea n  a ir  law s to  u se  a  m a rk e t-b a se d  a p p ro a c h  to 
red u ce  pollution from  pow er p lan ts, includ ing  first na tio n a l cap 
on m ercu ry  em issions. Cut spend ing  nex t y ea r  on low -in te rest 
loans for local clean w a te r  p ro jec ts . Increase  federa l su p p o rt for 
d e v e lo p m e n t o f h y d ro g e n - fu e le d  ca r. O pen A la s k a ’s A rc tic  
N ational W ildlife Refuge to oil drilling.

R e-engage  “in the  d ev e lo p m en t o f an  in te rn a tio n a l c lim ate  
change strategy to address global w arm ing ;” no explicit endo rse
m ent of Kyoto treaty. No drilling in Arctic refuge. 1 las supported  
tougher fuel econom y standards for vehicles. Goal of 20 percen t of 
electricity from  renew able or a lternative  sources by 2020. S teer 
$20 billion from oil and gas royalties to developm ent of c leaner 
energy. Goal o f independence from  Middle E ast oil in 10 years. 
Tougher stan d ard s for com panies opera ting  on public lands.

GAY RIGHTS

Proposes constitu tional am en d m en t bann ing  gay m arriage. Has 
continued fo rm er P residen t C linton’s policy allow ing gays to serve 
in m ilitary if they a re  not open abou t the ir hom osexuality.

Opposes gay m arriag e  bu t also opposes constitu tional am en d 
m ent against it; supports right to civil unions. Would ban job  dis
crim ination against homosexuals, extend hate-crim e protections to 
gays and let gays serve openly in the military.

HEALTH

N um ber of A m ericans w ithout health  insu rance has risen  in his 
presidency, reach ing  nearly  45 million in 2003, up from nearly  40 
m illion in 2000 . A chieved p re sc rip tio n  d ru g  b en e fit for o lder 
A m eric an s  th a t  su b sid ize s  co s ts  for low -incom e p a tie n ts  and  
encou rages private in su ran ce  com panies to offer coverage for the 
e lderly  w illing to opt ou t of trad itio n a l M edicare. Cost o f d rug  
benefit and o ther M edicare changes now estim ated a t $534 bil
lion ov er 10 y e a rs , up  from  $395  billion w hen  ch a n g es  w ere  
debated . New tax-free  m edical savings accounts can  be opened 
by p e o p le  u n d e r  65 w ho  m e e t c e r ta in  c o n d itio n s . M onth ly  
M edicare p rem ium s for doctor visits a re  rising  a  reco rd  $11.60 
nex t year, o r 17 percen t. Independen t study finds family health  
insu rance p rem ium s in em ployer-sponsored p lans up 11 percen t, 
averag ing  $9,950 annually  for family of four.

E xpand  ex is tin g  in su ra n c e  system  for fed e ra l em ployees to 
p rivate  citizens th ro u g h  tax  cred its  an d  subsid ies. U nem ployed 
w ould get 75 p e rc en t tax  c red it to help  pay for in su ran ce . Tax 
c re d its  for sm a ll b u s in e sse s  an d  th e ir  em p lo y ees fo r h e a lth  
in su ran ce . People aged 55 to 64 could buy into federa l em ploy
e e s ’ h e a lth  p lan  a t  a ffo rd ab le  p rice . G overnm en t w ould  help  
com panies an d  in su re rs  pay an  em ployee 's  ca ta stro p h ic  m edical 
costs if the  firm s w ould ag ree  to hold dow n p rem ium s. F edera l 
su p p o rt to ex p an d  access  to s ta te -a d m in is te re d  h ea lth  in s u r 
ance for ch ild ren . Overall costs es tim ated  by outside an a ly st at 
$895 billion over 10 years, to  cover 27 m illion m ore people.

IRAQ WAR

Swift m ilitary victory followed by violent a fte rm ath  and halting 
efforts a t stabilizing new  governm ent, w ith m ore th an  1,000 U.S. 
m ilita ry  d ea th s . Won cong ressional app rova l o f $87 billion for 
continued  m ilitary opera tions and  aid in Iraq  and  A fghanistan. 
Defends decision to go to w ar despite la te r  findings th a t Iraq  had 
no w eapons of m ass destruction , the cen tra l ra tionale  a t the tim e, 
and th a t Saddam  H ussein’s ties to al-Q aida w ere tenuous a t most. 
Says Saddam  had the will to fom ent unrest, cooperate w ith te r 
ro rists and  develop such w eapons over tim e.

S upported  congressional reso lu tion  le tting  Bush go to w ar but 
says he did so b ased  on fau lty  U.S. in te lligence  an d  w ith  the 
b e lie f th e  p re s id e n t w ould build  a  tru e  coalition  and  e x h a u s t 
op tions sh o rt of w ar. Opposed $87 billion package for Iraq  and 
A fghanistan . Says he w ould try  to begin  U.S. troop  w ithd raw al 
in six  m o n th s  an d  com ple te  it in fo u r y e a rs , by en c o u ra g in g  
allies to com m it m ore  forces.

MILITARY

Says m ilitary  com m anders believe active-duty forces a re  ad e 
quate. “If they need m ore, I will m ake sure they get it. ” Is beginning 
an overhaul of overseas deployments, with 70,000 troops coming out 
of South Korea and Europe, m any Cold-War e ra  bases to be closed, 
and m ore troops to be stationed in U.S. with tem porary  assignm ents 
to grow ing netw ork of no-frills “forw ard operating  sites” in Asia, 
Africa, the Middle East and  E astern  Europe. “We’re  no t going to 
have a  draft so long as 1 am the president.” Iraq and w ar on te rro r
ism have stretched both active-duty forces and reserves.

Boost ac tive-du ty  forces w orldw ide by 40 ,000 , doub le  Arm y 
sp ec ia l fo rces  capab ility , in c re a se  c iv il-a ffa irs  tro o p s  by half, 
boost m ilitary  police and  psychdfbgical-operations personnel. “I 
d o n ’t su p p o rt a  d ra f t.”

NUCLEAR

U sing d ip lom acy  to try  to  s to p  n u c le a r  p ro life ra tio n  in  the  
rem a in in g  “axis o f evil” coun tries, N orth K orea and  Iran . May 
offer Iran  econom ic incentives to suspend its u ran ium  enrichm ent 
activities; p rep a red  to push for econom ic sanctions if Iran  does 
not concede. Six-nation negotiations have produced little p rogress 
in persuad ing  North K orea to end its nuclear program .

S u p p o rts  o n e -o n -o n e  ta lk s  b e tw e e n  U.S. an d  N o rth  K orea  
alongside the six-nation negotiations. Says U.S. and o ther nations 
should  offer Iran  n u c lea r fuel for peacefu l pu rposes, then take 
back  th e  s p e n t fuel so it c a n n o t be u sed  to deve lop  n u c le a r  
w eapons.

RETIREMENT
Give younger w orkers the opportunity to put p art of their payroll 

tax into retirem en t accounts, giving them  a  chance to m ake a  higher 
re tu rn  on th a t investm ent in retu rn  for less Social Security benefits.

Opposes partia l privatization of Social Security. Would requ ire  
com panies sw itching to cheaper lum p-sum  pension p lans to offer 
re tirees  the choice of staying with trad itional com pany pension.

STEM CELL 
RESEARCH

Signed executive o rder in August 2001 limiting federal research  
money to em bryonic stem-cell lines then in existence, to ensure gov
ernm ent does not support future production of embryos for research 
purposes. No controls on private embryonic stem-cell research.

W ould re v e rs e  B u sh ’s r e s tr ic t io n s  an d  p u t m oney  in to  the  
re se a rc h , e n su rin g  unspecified  e th ica l s ta n d a rd s  a re  followed 
th rough  “good will and good sen se .” Aides say Kerry would not 
support creation  of em bryos specifically for research , but would 
finance research  letting scientists study leftover em bryos created  
for infertility treatm ent.

TRADE

S upports  liberalized  tra d e  and  is p u rsu in g  a  varie ty  of b ila te r
al tra d e  dea ls as well as one for the W estern H em isphere.

Supported North American and world trade agreem ents and ele
vated trade status with China. Would place all such trade agreem ents 
under 120-day review to see if they are  fair, taking unspecified “nec
essary steps” if they arc not. Would require com panies moving jobs 
to other countries to give the governm ent and workers notice. Says 
all trade deals should have labor and environm ental standards, but 
United States cannot insist in these deals tha t foreign standards rise 
to the level o f A m erica’s. New tax  cred it for m an u fac tu re rs  th a t 
expand their U.S. work force, covering payroll taxes of new workers.


