
Notre Dame 20, PurDue 17 | Monday, SepteMber 10, 2012 | NDsmcobserver.com

Player of the game
everett golson 
Notre Dame quarterback
Despite his late fumble in his own red zone, Golson had an impres-
sive home opener. He was 21-for-31 through the air, throwing for 289 
yards and a touchdown. He evaded a relentless pass rush from the 
boilermakers and displayed the escapability that fans were looking 
for during the opener against Navy. 

rees to the rescue
Junior backup relieves starter Golson to lead game-winning drive in 20-17 triumph

KEVIN SONG | The Observer

Sophomore kicker Kyle Brindza lines up to kick the game-winning 27-yard field goal in Saturday’s 20-17 Notre 
Dame win. Brindza’s field goal came at the end of a 12-play, 55-yard drive led by junior quarterback Tommy Rees.

By MIKE MONACO                
sports Writer 

With two minutes and 12 sec-
onds remaining in the game, 
Notre Dame’s quarterback led 
the Irish down the field and into 
position for a game-winning 27-
yard field goal to beat Purdue 
20-17 saturday at Notre Dame 
stadium. but it was not the 
quarterback everyone expected 
— sophomore starter everett 
Golson. rather, it was junior 
tommy rees.

rees, who was suspended 
for last week’s season opener 
against Navy, replaced Golson 
on the team’s final drive with 
the score knotted at 17. He led 
Notre Dame (2-0) on a 12-play, 
55-yard drive that culminated 
with the field goal from sopho-
more kicker Kyle brindza.

“the story for me as the head 
coach is our mantra: next man 
in,” Irish coach brian Kelly

said. “We had seven guys go 
down today. our key players. We 
had two captains go

down. a leader in the sec-
ondary in [graduate student] 
Jamoris slaughter. our guys just

kept fighting. the next guy 
came in and battled. and as you 
know, the story finishes

with tommy rees coming in 
for Golson and leading us on a 
two-minute drive to win the

game.”
Golson led the Irish offense for 

much of the game, going 21-for-
31 for 289 yards and one touch-
down through the air. but the 
sophomore fumbled inside his 
own 20-yard line with 3:24 left 
in the game. the miscue led to 
the game-tying touchdown for 
Purdue (1-1) with 2:12 remain-
ing in the game and left Golson 
with an injured hand.

rees was that next man in for 
the Irish. the junior completed 
three of his eight passes on the 
game-winning drive, including 
two critical third-down conver-
sions to keep the chains mov-
ing. although he came in cold 
off the bench, Kelly said rees is 
the type of mentally tough play-
er that can lead the team in any 
situation.

“that’s what I knew about him 
and his makeup, his moxie, his 
mental toughness,” Kelly said. 
“Does he have all of the elite 
skills? No. but he’s a gamer. He’ll 
do anything.”

While Kelly was pleased 
with rees’ mentality, the coach 
cleared up any potential quar-
terback controversy when he an-
nounced Golson as next week’s 

starter against michigan state.
after a scoreless first quarter, 

Notre Dame struck first with 
3:45 left in the first half when 
Golson scrambled to his right 
and dove toward the end zone, 
extending the ball over the goal 
line for a three-yard rushing 
touchdown.

the boilermakers tied the 
game at seven with just nine 
seconds remaining in the first 
half when senior quarterback 
robert marve connected on a 
two-yard touchdown pass with 
senior receiver antavian edison.

the Irish responded on their 
first drive of the second half 
with a 65-yard drive, 50 of which 
came through the air, including 
a three-yard touchdown pass 
from Golson to junior receiver 
t.J. Jones. senior captain and left 
tackle Zach martin said the team 
knew Purdue would attempt 
to shut down the Notre Dame 
rushing attack that gashed Navy 
for 293 yards in week one. the 
Irish were held to just 52 yards 
on 32 carries and, as a result, the 
passing attack needed to rise to 
the occasion.

“We knew they were going 
to load the box,” martin said. 
“If they were going to do that, 
we were going to put the ball in 
[Golson’s] hand.”

Purdue coach Danny Hope 
echoed that sentiment.

“I thought our defensive front 
shut down their run game for 
the most part today,” Hope said. 
“I think out of necessity they 
had to throw it today.”

With the Irish repeatedly 
going to the air, Purdue’s de-
fensive line went after Golson 
with reckless abandon, record-
ing five sacks despite Golson’s 
elusiveness.

In a similar vein, the Notre 
Dame defense was stout 
throughout the game, even 
though slaughter, graduate 
student defensive end Kapron 
Lewis-moore, freshman de-
fensive end sheldon Day and 
sophomore linebacker Ishaq 
Williams all left the game with 
injuries.

“Losing [Lewis-moore] and 
slaughter early in the game was 
a big loss for our team,” Irish 
senior captain and linebacker 
manti te’o said. “but the guys 
who backed them up really 
came in and did a great job for 
us and helped us come out with 
a victory today.”

though Kelly said none of the 
injuries are expected to be long-
term issues, the Irish turned 
to other players to step up and 

make plays.
sophomore defensive end 

stephon tuitt continued his 
strong start to the season with 
two sacks, giving him four total 
for the year. te’o led the Irish 
with 10 tackles, and junior de-
fensive tackle Louis Nix had two 
vital pass deflections at the line 
of scrimmage.

after the Jones touchdown 
made it 14-7, Irish junior corner-
back bennett Jackson snatched 
his first career interception and 
set Notre Dame up at the Purdue 
20-yard line.

brindza drained a 30-yard 
field goal, but the boilermakers 
made one of their own at the 
start of the fourth quarter to cut 
the Notre Dame lead to 17-10.

From there the two teams 
traded punts back and forth, be-
fore Golson coughed the ball up 
late in the fourth quarter. 

Purdue took over at the Notre 
Dame 15-yard line and eventu-
ally faced fourth-and-10 from 

the 15. senior quarterback caleb 
terbush stood calmly in the 
pocket and delivered a strike to 
edison for the touchdown. the 
extra point tied the game at 17.

after rees led the Irish down 
the field, brindza — who was 
filling in for injured senior 
starter Nick tausch — nailed 
the game-winner to put Notre 
Dame on top 20-17.

“48 hours ago we had an injury 

to tausch,” Kelly said. “[brindza] 
had to step in. that’s why I’m so 
proud of my guys. Next man in. 
Went in and got the job done.”

the Irish will look to start a 
season 3-0 for the first time since 
2002 when they travel to east 
Lansing, mich., on saturday to 
face michigan state at 8 p.m.

Contact Mike Monaco at  
jmonaco@nd.edu
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QuarterbaCks
everett Golson had a stellar home debut, excluding his 
late turnover inside his own 20-yard line. the sophomore 
threw for nearly 300 yards and displayed great mobility. 
rees set up the game-winner with little preparation.

running baCks
the Irish running backs were not called upon to do 
much, as Purdue stacked the box and made Golson pass. 
though the numbers may not pop on a score sheet, theo 
riddick’s open-field elusiveness made him a huge asset.

reCeivers
a group effort was needed to secure the win. Davaris 
Daniels, tyler eifert and troy Niklas all had long recep-
tions downfield. the receivers are proving to be a sure-
handed group and avoided any bad drops.

offensive line
the group of five that shone against Navy had a tough 
time containing the stout Purdue line. the right side of 
the line struggled, and Zack martin — the group’s leader 
— recorded an uncharacteristic personal foul early.

defensive line
even without captain and leader Kapron Lewis-moore, the 
defensive line continued to be the best unit on the roster. 
stephon tuitt had two sacks and Louis Nix added one-and-a-
half sacks to go with two passes batted at the line. 

linebaCkers
the unit saw a new look with Dan Fox moving outside 
to start and carlo calabrese returning to the inside off a 
suspension. the group stopped the Purdue rushing of-
fense, but a double move by edison on fourth down beat 
calabrese on the late tying score.

defensive baCks
starting cornerbacks bennett Jackson and Keivarae 
russell came under pressure after the Navy game, but 
each had a big game. Jackson recorded two interceptions 
and russell was solid in coverage before recording a sack.

sPeCial teams
It was an up-and-down day for the special teams. before 
brindza’s winner, the unit endured a brindza miss, a few 
risky decisions by punt returner Davonte’ Neal and a big 
return by Purdue kick returner raheem mostert which 
set up the boilermaker score before the half.

CoaChing
the decision to go to rees late — while baffling to many 
fans — ended up producing the winning drive.

overall gPa: 3.0

the wacky ending to the game can easily overshadow many of the 
stronger aspects of the game for Notre Dame. the defensive line 
continued to dominate, Golson played a solid home opener and 
the cornerbacks rebounded from a poor showing against Navy. the          
offensive line will hope to protect better against michigan state.  

Play of the game
rees to goodman desPeration heave Converts on third down

With the ball at midfield and time winding down, the Irish faced a crit-
ical third-and-six on what ended up being the game-winning drive. 
rees took the snap with the play clock near zero and heaved an under-
thrown pass in the direction of Goodman, near the sideline. Goodman 
adjusted and caught the pass to keep the crucial drive going.

Well, here we are.
two continents, two coun-

tries, two trans-atlantic 
flights and even two quarter-
backs have been featured in 
between, but here we are. the 
Irish are 2-0, and all most will 
say is Notre Dame won two 
games it should have won, 
and caused too many heart 
attacks in between. but if 
you think Notre Dame, brian 
Kelly and everett Golson 
didn’t prove anything in yes-
terday’s win, you’re wrong. 
the last-second win may 
have left some students and 
fans walking away from the 
stadium with a bad taste in 
their mouths, but this is a dif-
ferent Notre Dame.

since the Irish last took the 
field in a bcs game after the 
2006 season, the program 
has struggled through five 
years of losses that seemed so 
familiar it was as if they fol-
lowed a script. It goes some-
thing like this.

the Irish run out of the 
tunnel, followed by an op-
ponent most consider sig-
nificantly inferior. once the 
game gets underway, the 
Irish can’t pull away on the 
scoreboard. they turn the 
ball over. they miss tack-
les. they lose the battle for 

field position. they lose the 
game. the role of the oppo-
nent was played by syracuse, 
connecticut, tulsa, south 
Florida and thrice by Navy.

the script nearly played out 
again at Notre Dame stadium 
against the boilermakers 
on saturday. even though 
Golson played well, the Irish 
couldn’t pull away on the 
scoreboard. they let Purdue 
hang around, and a late turn-
over by Golson let Purdue 
tie the score. but something 
different happened. the Irish 
buckled down, converted 
third-downs, made a big kick 
and won the game. talk about 
flipping the script.

make no mistake — this is 
a game Notre Dame would 
have lost during the 2007-
2011 seasons. the script felt 
so familiar. that was the 
weird taste in your mouth as 
you walked away from the 
stadium — you’ve seen that 
game before. take heart in 
the surprise ending to the 
script: Notre Dame is 2-0.

the new lines in the script 
owe to the mantra Kelly 
hangs his hat on — “Next 
man In.” Few in the country 
can line up with the talent 
Notre Dame has at many po-
sitions. Yet, when it needed 
a big sack from a defensive 
end, captain Kapron Lewis-
moore was on the sidelines. 
the next men in stepped up 

and sophomore and burgeon-
ing star stephon tuitt added 
two more sacks to his rising 
season total. When it needed 
a big reception to keep the 
chains moving late in the 
game, leading receivers tyler 
eifert and Davaris Daniels 
were on the sidelines with in-
juries. the next men in, John 
Goodman, robby toma and 
troy Niklas were the targets 
on the last drive. When Notre 
Dame needed a replacement 
for the most experienced 
member of an inexperienced 
secondary, matthias Farley 
played exceptionally in the 
place of Jamoris slaughter. 
these are just a few ex-
amples, as elijah shumate, 
tony springmann, sheldon 
Day, Kyle brindza and Daniel 
smith — all guys who won’t 
see their names in the start-
ing lineup — stepped in and 
contributed to the win.

Let me acknowledge the 
obvious: saturday’s win 
wasn’t pretty. It was bizarre. 
It was dramatic. It was at 
times familiar.

but Kelly’s next men 
stepped up and won the Irish 
a game they had to win.

Contact Chris Allen at 
callen10@nd.edu 
 The views expressed in this 
column are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of 
The Observer.

‘Next man in’ philosophy
gives reason for hope

KEVIN SONG | The Observer

Senior tight end and captain Tyler Eifert looks to make a move downfield after catching a pass. Eifert left 
the home opener with a mild concussion and was replaced by sophomores Ben Koyack and Troy Niklas.

Chris Allen
sports editor
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no sCoring drives 

rushing yards 

Passing yards 

2

1

sCoring summary

statistiCs
52

324

90

198

Time of Possession Time of Possession

34:14 25:46

Passing
Golson 21-31-289 TerBush 8-19-79
Rees             3-8-35 Marve 11-18-119

rushing
Riddick 15-53 Shavers 12-37
Jones 1-8 TerBush 4-27
Toma 1-6 Hunt 4-19

reCeiving
Eifert 4-98 Edison 6-50
Daniels 4-70 Ross  5-73

taCkles
Te’o 10 Johnson  9
Motta 9 Lucas 7
Calabrese 7 Russell 7

rees comes off bench in win
By JOSEPH MONARDO
sports Writer

the differences were eas-
ily noticeable: the calendar 
has rolled over, the torrential 
weather was replaced by fall 
sunshine, the starting quarter-
back had a new name and the 
Irish managed to turn last year’s 
season-opening defeat into a 20-
17 victory.

but despite the change of 
scenery, junior quarterback 
tommy rees once again played 
a significant role in Notre 
Dame’s home opener — this 
year by leading the Irish on a 
game-winning drive in relief of 
sophomore quarterback everett 
Golson.

rees replaced former Irish 
starter Dayne crist after half-
time of last season’s 23-20 
season opener against south 
Florida, and entered saturday’s 
victory with 2:12 remaining. 
after he was greeted by a chorus 
of boos from the home crowd, 
rees led the Irish on a 55-yard 
drive that culminated in soph-
omore Kyle brindza’s 27-yard 
game-winning field goal. In his 
first game back after a one-game 
suspension stemming from a 
may arrest, rees went 3-for-8 for 
35 yards. 

“I was a bit surprised [to hear 
the boos],” Irish senior lineback-
er manti te’o said. “but I think 
tommy knew it didn’t really 
matter because he knew what 
was most important is that the 
guys out there on the field and 
the guys on the sideline trusted 
him and had confidence in his 
ability to make plays.”

Golson completed 21 of 31 
passes in the game for 289 yards 
and one touchdown and added 
one touchdown on the ground. 
However, in Golson’s final drive 
at the helm of the Irish offense, 
the quarterback’s fumble al-
lowed Purdue to gain possession 
at Notre Dame’s 15-yard line, 
setting up Purdue’s tying score. 
the hand injury Golson suffered 
on the sack factored into the de-
cision to change quarterbacks, 
Irish coach brian Kelly said.

“[Golson] had trouble grip-
ping the ball. I think he could 

have probably still have gone 
… We also made the decision 
with the flow of the game that 
tommy could come in there and 
manage our two minute [drill] 
and he did a great job,” said 
Kelly, who told reporters sunday 
he had made the decision to in-
sert rees before Golson’s injury. 

although Golson retains the 
starting role — or perhaps be-
cause of it — he was not happy to 
watch Notre Dame’s final drive 
from the sideline, Kelly said. 
Neither quarterback was made 
available to the media after the 
game.

“Here is what I want. I want 
a guy that’s upset he wasn’t in 
the game, and [Golson] was 
upset, but he is not selfish,” the 
third-year coach said. “He un-
derstands that we support who-
ever goes in the game. Just like 
tommy and [sophomore quar-
terback] andrew [Hendrix] sup-
ported everett, it’s his turn now 
to support his teammates.”

rees proved his worth in relief 
when he — after motioning for 
a timeout that Notre Dame did 
not have — received the snap on 
third and six and lofted a sideline 
ball to Irish senior receiver John 
Goodman for a 10-yard gain. on 
the next series, rees completed 
a 21-yard pass to senior receiver 
robby toma on third and 10.

“that’s what I knew about 
[rees] and his makeup, his 
moxie, his mental toughness … 
He is a gamer,” Kelly said. “He’ll 
do anything. those guys in that 
locker room will go to the wall 
for him.

“tommy’s a guy, if you look at 
it in baseball terms, he’s a closer. 
He can close for you.”

even though Kelly has shown 
he has the willingness to call 
on the closer, the coach said 
he maintains confidence in 
Golson’s ability to lead the team. 

“again, [Golson] has this ca-
pability, he can throw the ball, 
keeps his eyes downfield. We 
have to work on some things,” 
he said.

“We are going to have some 
growing pains. but we won to-
day. He was our starter. He’s 2-0 
… so that’s a good start for him.”

so while Golson found him-
self watching tommy rees line 
up under center at the end of 
saturday’s game, he heads into 
the next week in a decidedly 
better position than Dayne crist 
found himself a year ago. He is, 
after all, still the starter on an 
Irish team 2-0 for the first time 
since 2008 thanks, in part, to 
rees. 

Contact Joseph Monardo at  
jmonardo@nd.edu

KIRBY McKENNA | The Observer

Irish coach Brian Kelly coaches junior quarterback Tommy Rees      
during the game-winning drive over Purdue.

By JOSEPH MONARDO
sports Writer

During saturday’s home-
opening 20-17 victory over 
Purdue, Notre Dame suffered 
injuries to seven players. on 
the offense, senior tight end 
and captain tyler eifert left the 
game in the second half with a 
“mild concussion” after racking 
up 98 yards on four receptions. 
sophomore receiver Davaris 
Daniels left the game as well 
with an ankle sprain after haul-
ing in four catches for 70 yards. 

the defensive line was hit 
especially hard, with several 
key players suffering inju-
ries. senior defensive end and 
captain Kapron Lewis-moore 

exited the game before halftime 
with a calf sprain. Freshman 
defensive end sheldon Day was 
forced out by dehydration while 
sophomore linebacker Ishaq 
Williams suffered an injury to 
his elbow. 

Graduate student safety 
Jamoris slaughter left the game 
with a shoulder injury after 
breaking up a pass with a devas-
tating hit in the second quarter. 
Irish coach brian Kelly cited se-
nior kicker Nick tausch’s groin 
injury that forced sophomore 
kicker Kyle brindza into the 
lineup. brindza converted the 
game-winning field goal with 
seven seconds remaining. Kelly 
said he does not anticipate any 
of the injuries to be long-term 

problems. 

nix, tuitt shine
Junior nose guard Louis Nix 

anchored an Irish defense that 
allowed only 90 yards rushing 
on 30 boilermaker attempts. Nix 
recorded one-and-a-half sacks 
and batted down two pass at-
tempts at the line of scrimmage.

sophomore defensive end 
stephon tuitt was equally im-
pressive, registering two sacks 
on the day. tuitt became the 
first Irish player to register two 
sacks in consecutive games 
since defensive lineman victor 
abiamiri did it in 2006. 

Contact Joseph Monardo at  
jmonardo@nd.edu

Injuries test Irish roster depth
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notre dame 7, Purdue 0 
everett Golson 3-yard run (brindza kick) 

 3:45 remaining 
Drive: 10 plays, 88 yards, 5:18 elapsed

notre dame 7, Purdue 7 
antavian edison 2-yard pass from robert marve (mccartney 
kick) 

 0:09 remaining 
Drive: 13 plays, 58 yards, 3:36 elapsed

notre dame 17, Purdue 10 
sam mccartney 33-yard field goal 

 14:57 remaining 
Drive: 9 plays, 56 yards, 4:01 elapsed

notre dame 17, Purdue 17 
antavian edison 15-yard pass from caleb terbush (mccartney 
kick) 

 2:12 remaining 
Drive: 4 plays, 15 yards, 1:12 elapsed

notre dame 20, Purdue 17 
Kyle brindza 27-yard field goal 

 0:07remaining 
Drive: 12 plays, 55 yards, 2:05 elapsed

notre dame 14, Purdue 7 
t.J. Jones 3-yard pass from everett Golson (brindza kick) 

 10:46 remaining 
Drive: 10 plays, 65 yards, 3:24 elapsed

notre dame 17, Purdue 7 
Kyle brindza 30-yard field goal 

 9:02 remaining 
Drive: 4 plays, 8 yards, 1:14 elapsed
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KIRBY McKENNA | The Observer

Sophomore quarterback Everett Golson dives forward near the goal line in Notre Dame’s 20-17 win Saturday. Golson, making his home debut, passed for 289 yards and threw a 
touchdown to junior wide receiver T.J. Jones. Golson opened the scoring in the second quarter with a three-yard touchdown run, which was upheld after a video review.

JODI LO | The Observer

Junior cornerback Bennett Jackson celebrates his first 
career interception with senior linebacker Manti Te’o.

The Irish home opener at Notre Dame Stadium brought with it an 

unexpected amount of late drama and an unlikely hero. Starting 

quarterback Everett Golson threw for 289 yards and a touchdown, 

but junior backup Tommy Rees returned from a suspension and 

came off the bench late to lead the game-winning drive in a 20-17 

victory. The Irish are 2-0 for the first time since 2008.

no PlaCe     
like home

KEVIN SONG | The Observer

Irish freshman punt returner Davonte’ Neal eludes a Purdue defender. Neal had 4 
returns for a net of one yard, but tallied an eight-yard return in the contest.

KIRBY McKENNA | The Observer

The Irish defensive line crowds the line of scrimmage to 
stop the Purdue offense.

KIRBY McKENNA | The Observer

Senior linebacker and captain Manti Te’o flies in to 
disrupt a Purdue ballcarrier. Te’o had 10 tackles.

KEVIN SONG | The Observer

Notre Dame sophomore wide receiver DaVaris Daniels looks to cut back in the open field. 
Daniels had 70 yards receiving in his home debut, including a team-long 41-yard grab.


