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Notre Dame Club of Miami prepares for game
Alumni plan events and activities for Irish fans headed to BCS National Championship Game

By ADAM LLORENS
news writer

bill mccaughan, Jr., presi-
dent of the notre dame club 
of miami, said he wouldn’t re-
spond to calls or emails about 
a potential irish berth into the 
bcs championship game in 
his city before saturday’s usc 
game.

“i’m really superstitious so 
when people started contact-
ing me about planning, i didn’t 
respond,” mccaughan said.

but as soon as the defensive 
line held the Trojans on the 

one-yard line on fourth down 
late in the fourth quarter, 
eliminating any chances of a 
usc comeback, the prepara-
tions began. for the first time 
since 1988, notre dame held 
the perfect 12-0 record and 
would have a shot at the na-
tional championship.

and for mccaughan, the 
days leading up to Jan. 7 will 
be hectic in anticipation for 
the big game.

“we had a meeting with 
board members on Tuesday to 

Sale benefits Nepali youth alum named u.s. 
ambassador

Students prioritize study abroad experience 

SARAH SHOEMAKE | The Observersee miami PaGe 7

By TORI ROECK
news writer

while most students con-
sider the notre dame campus 
their home away from home, 
more than half the undergrad-
uate student body during fall 
2010, spring 2011 and summer 
2011 explored another home 
through study abroad. 

The institute for international 
education ranked notre dame 
ninth in percentage of stu-
dents who study abroad with 

59.7 percent of students par-
ticipating during the periods of 
time analyzed, according to a 
university press release.

robert norton, associate vice 
president for internationaliza-
tion and a concurrent german 
and philosophy professor, said 
he is proud of notre dame’s 40 
international programs in 20 
countries.

“one of the reasons why we 
think it’s so important to have 
a lot of students go abroad … is 
that it’s very important in terms 

of students getting to know not 
only other cultures but their 
own, as well,” norton said. 
“you get to see the american 
language and culture through 
the eyes of other people, and i 
think that’s a very important 
step in learning to have sympa-
thy and tolerance for people of 
other cultures when you begin 
to see yourself through the eyes 
of others.”

norton said notre dame has 
been ranked among the top 
10 schools with the highest 

percentage of students who 
study abroad for the past 14 
years. 

“notre dame is willing to 
invest in study abroad in ways 
that other schools aren’t,” he 
said. “for example notre dame 
has for years paid for the airfare 
of students who study abroad, 
which is something no other 
peer institution has done.”

notre dame’s interest in 
study abroad reflects the 
university’s catholic identity, 
norton said.

“The catholic church is the 
universal church, and i think 
that people can understand 
what that means in real terms 
only when they go out into the 
world and begin to have the 
experiences that study abroad 
uniquely offers,” he said. 

norton said he is happy with 
the percentage of students who 
study abroad, but he encour-
ages as many students as pos-
sible to take advantage of the 

see abroad PaGe 7

Twin Times
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Badin Hall’s annual “A Conscious Christmas” sale raises money to 
benefit these Nepali children through the Hope Initiative’s projects.  

By ANNA BOARINI
news writer

shopping for christmas 
presents can be stressful and 
overwhelming. shopping for 
christmas presents while 
also supporting education in 
nepal is rewarding. 

Today, badin hall is host-
ing “a conscious christmas,” 
a sale benefiting hope 
initiative. The sale will take 
place from noon until 5 p.m. 
in the badin hall large social 
space. The sale will feature 
handicrafts and gifts hand-
made in nepal by fair trade 
artisans. 

see chrisTmas PaGe 6

By NICOLE MICHELS
news writer

geneva to Quebec city, lisbon 
to maputo, rabat, geneva, 
port-au-prince and guayaquil. 
ambassador douglas griffiths, 
a member of the class of 1986, 
has traveled the world as a part of 
the united states foreign service 
corps, representing u.s. interests 
abroad. president barack obama 
appointed griffiths to his current 
post as american ambassador to 
mozambique in march of this 
year. 

griffiths said his skill set al-
lowed him to contribute to the 

advancement of u.s. interests in 
global health, refugee and mi-
gration affairs, but of all his time 
in the corps two periods stand 
out.

“i was fortunate to work on 
the south africa desk at the state 
department just after nelson 
mandela’s election and during 
the transition to democracy. i 
had front row seats for an exhila-
rating moment in history and 
had the honor of working closely 
with an inspiring group of south 
africans,” griffiths said. “serving 
as deputy chief of mission and 

see ambassador PaGe 6



The observer | Friday, november 30, 2012 | ndsmcobserver.com2

Corrections
The observer regards itself as 
a professional publication and 
strives for the highest standards 
of journalism at all times. we do, 
however, recognize that we will make 
mistakes. if we have made a mistake, 
please contact us at (574) 631-4541 so 
we can correct our error.
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TODAY

Friday

“The Death of 
Socrates”
Eck Visitors Center
3 p.m.- 5 p.m.
Lecture from Kathrin 
Koslicki. 

Riley Family Dinner
Noble Family Dinner 
Hall
5 p.m.- 7 p.m.
SMC benefit dinner.

Saturday

Aiden Project
South Dining Hall
10 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Make fleece blankets 
for patients fighting 
cancer. 

Film: “Sleepwalk with 
Me”
DeBartolo Performing 
Arts Center
9:30 p.m.- 11 p.m.

Sunday

Film: “Meet John 
Doe” by Frank Capra
DeBartolo Performing 
Arts Center
3 p.m.- 5:05 p.m.
Released in 1941.

“Raising Voices for 
Urban Poverty”
101 DeBartolo Hall
7 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.
Speaker Mary Jo Bane.

Monday

Advent Bible Study
320 Geddes Hall
ICL Library
12 p.m.- 1 p.m.
Open to all preparing 
for the birth of Christ. 

“Building Traditional 
in the 21st Century”
104 Bond Hall
4:30 p.m.- 5:30 p.m.
Architecture lecture. 

Tuesday

“The Future of the 
University” 
1130 Eck Hall of Law
4:30 p.m.- 5:30 p.m.
Philosophy, education, 
and Catholic Tradition.

Four: 7
Cavanaugh Hall 
8:30 p.m.- 9:30 p.m.
Catholic fellowship 
meeting. 

Have a question you want answered? 
Email obsphoto@gmail.com

Want your event included here?
Email obsnews.nd@gmail.com

Question of the Day:

the next five Days:

If you could describe your roommate in one word, what would it be?

Connor Carmichael
senior
fisher hall 

“i have a single.”

Dan Finan
senior
off campus

“dimples.”

Erin Bouquet
senior
off campus

“spunky.”

Patrick Albright
junior
dillon hall

“canadian.”

Paul Hurley
freshman
o’neill hall 

“pretty-boy.”

Kim Mai
freshman
breen-phillips hall

“Quirky.”

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Senior Manti Te’o waves to the crowd at the men’s basketball game against Kentucky on Thursday. Notre Dame defeated the  
Wildcats 64-50, and Te’o was awarded the Awards and Recognition Association’s Sportsmanship Award earlier in the day. 
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SMC plans mentor program for foreign students

By BRIDGET FEENEY
saint mar y’s associate editor

in an attempt to make in-
ternational students feel 
more at home while studying 
at saint mary’s, the student 
government association 
(sga) is introducing a new 
peer mentor program, set to 
start next semester. 

Junior alli gerths, 
international chair of 
sga, said the goal of the 
international mentor pro-
gram is to make foreign stu-
dents feel welcome and fully 
supported during their time 
at saint mary’s.

“it is [sga’s goal] that in-
ternational students will be 

able to better adjust to cam-
pus life at saint mary’s with 
the help of student mentors,” 
she said. “we hope that by 
providing a saint mary’s stu-
dent, as both a mentor and 
a friend, she will be able to 
eliminate some of the stress-
es international students 
feel when transitioning into 
saint mary’s.”

gerths said the respon-
sibilities of the mentor will 
ensure the international 
student feels welcome and 
included in all academic 
and social aspects of saint 
mary’s.

“mentors will be asked 
to participate in orienta-
tion at the beginning of the 

semester and assist her in-
ternational students in the 
move in process and obtain-
ing necessary items,” she 
said. “mentors are also ex-
pected to actively attempt to 
include her student in social 
activities and to remain in 
contact with the interna-
tional student throughout 
the semester.”

according to gerths, in-
ternational students will 
benefit from having a saint 
mary’s student as a men-
tor because she has already 
gone through the adjustment 
to college and the different 
challenges that come with it.

“sga feels that it is very 
important to have student 
mentors for internation-
al students because saint 
mary’s students know best 
how to adjust to life on cam-
pus at saint mary’s,” she 
said. “each mentor has lived 
through the challenges of her 
first semester at saint mary’s 
and therefore will be able to 
effectively answer questions 
and advise new internation-
al students.”

The new program is open 
to all saint mary’s students 
who fit the criteria for sga’s 
idea of what makes a mentor.

“we are looking for stu-
dents who are passionate 
about their time at saint 
mary’s, which is ref lected in 

their involvement in clubs 
and organizations, good aca-
demic standing and a posi-
tive social life on campus,” 
said gerths.

while all students are en-
couraged to apply, gerths 
said sga is looking for ap-
plicants who have previous-
ly spent a semester or year 
studying abroad. gerths said 

this previous experience will 
allow the mentors to connect 
with the international stu-
dents on a deeper level.

“The reason for this is so 
that mentors have the ability 
to understand and identify 
with what the internation-
al student is going through 
moving to a foreign land to 
study,” she said. “because the 
mentors have been through 
the study abroad experience, 
they will be able to guide 
an international student 
through issues like culture 
shock and homesickness.” 

gerths, who spent her en-
tire sophomore year abroad, 
said she believes her time 
away from saint mary’s at 
other universities enhanced 
her understanding of the 
challenges of transitioning 
to life at new places with new 
people.

“studying abroad has 
changed my life, and it def-
initely had a huge impact 
on my decision to take the 
international chair position 
on sga,” she said. “i learned 
a great deal about life and 
grew so much as a young 
woman during my semesters 

in ireland and south africa, 
that i feel the personal re-
sponsibility to help others 
to do the same.  i f igured out 
who i am and where i want to 
go in life while i was abroad, 
and i want the international 
students that come to saint 
mary’s to make the same dis-
coveries about themselves.”

when gerths spent her 
spring semester abroad in 
south africa, she was im-
pacted by her own inter-
national peer mentor at 
the university she studied 
abroad at. she said she wants 
international students who 
attend saint mary’s to have 
the same positive experience 
and friendship with their 
peer mentors she had when 
she was abroad.

“i fully support this pro-
gram because i had a stu-
dent mentor, kline, while 
i was in south africa,” she 
said. “he was there when i 
arrived to help me through 
orientation, but he also be-
came my first native friend 
there.  he played such an 
important role in helping me 
adjust to the different ways 
of life there so i was able to 
assimilate quickly and focus 
on enjoying my time, rather 
than worrying about cultur-
al differences.”

while gerths said she 
recognizes the many ways 
the international students 
grow from having a men-
tor, she also said she hopes 
the international student 
isn’t the only one to benefit 
from this experience. she 
said she wants the mentors 
to broaden their knowledge 
of other cultures and coun-
tries through their time 
spent with the international 
students. 

“we hope that mentors will 
be able to expand their own 
cultural horizons by learn-
ing about their international 
student›s culture and life 
back in her home country,” 
she said.

The deadline to apply to be 
a international mentor has 
passed, but gerths said new 
applications will be sent out 
at the end of the spring 2013 
semester for students inter-
ested in mentoring during 
the fall of 2013. 

Contact Bridget Feeney at 
bfeene01@saintmarys.edu

Student government will train International Mentors to help students adjust to college life

“I figured out 
who I am and 
where I want to 
go in life while 
I was abroad, 
and I want the 
international 
students that come 
to Saint Mary’s 
to make the same 
discoveries about 
themselves.”
Alli Gerths 
International Chair 
Student Government Association
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By KATIE McCARTY
news writer

ch r is yu ra, a 2003 not re 
da me g raduate, i s revolu-
t ion i z i ng clot h i ng produc-
t ion t h roug h h is compa ny 
susta i nu, wh ich is ded i-
cated to cha ng i ng t he way 
clot h i ng is made to i m-
prove t he env i ron ment, 
rei nv igorat i ng a mer ica’s 
ma nu fact u r i ng sector a nd 
educat i ng t he world about 
how clot h i ng ca n posit ive-
ly i mpact people’s l ives.  

a nat ive of morga nstow n, 
west v i rg i n ia, yu ra sa id 
he ca me to not re da me 
to play footba l l  a s a f u l l-
back, a nd t hat ex per ience 
cha nged t he way he looked 
at clot h i ng.

“T he t h i ng t hat st r uck 
me most at not re da me 
wa s T he sh i r t ,” he sa id. 
“w hen i ra n out of t he t u n-
nel a nd t he whole st udent 
body wa s wea r i ng t he sa me 
sh i r t ,  it  wa s such a power-
f u l s y mbol of u n it y.”

a f ter g raduat ion, yu ra 

sa id he went to m ia m i for 
h is f i rst job a nd wa s soon 
scouted by ford models to 
be a fa sh ion model i n new 
york cit y. 

“i l i stened to people ta l k 
about where t hey were get-
t i ng t he clot hes a nd how 
t hey were made,” he sa id. 
“T he clot hes were com i ng 
f rom t h i rd world cou nt r ies 
where t hey d id not have 
enoug h water to prop-
erly ma ke a product,  for 
ex a mple. it  d id not help 
a ny t h i ng econom ica l ly 
or socia l ly … T h is got me 
t h i n k i ng about ma k i ng a 
product t hat rea l ly wa s 
bet ter,  a s opposed to just 
seem i ng bet ter.”

To lea r n more about how 
to ma ke clot h i ng, yu ra sa id 
he bega n to w r ite dow n 
ter ms relat i ng to clot h-
i ng t hat he hea rd a nd t hen 
went to t he l ibra r y a nd d id 
resea rch on t hose ter ms. 
a s a sociolog y major at 
not re da me, yu ra sa id he 
lea r ned about t he deva s-
tat i ng job losses t hat oc-
c u r red i n nor t h ca rol i na 

a f ter t he nor t h a mer ica n 
free Trade ag reement out-
sou rced ma nu fact u r i ng 
jobs out side of t he un ited 
states. 

“w hen i wa s i n n yc, i 
wa nted to f i nd factor ies 
i n t h is a rea t hat were st i l l 
ma nu fact u r i ng,” yu ra sa id. 
“w hat i  fou nd wa s t hat not 
on ly were t here factor ies 
t hat had t he i n f ra st r uc-
t u re a nd t ra i ned work force 
to produce product s but 
t hey had a lso pioneered 
rec ycled f iber tech nolog y.” 

yu ra a sked i f  he cou ld 
i nter n w it h such facto-
r ies a nd lea r ned how to 
sew, c ut a nd ma nu fact u re 
clot h i ng, wh ich led h i m to 
for m i ng susta i nu t h ree-
a nd-a-ha l f yea rs ago.

“my pa rent s took out a 
t h i rd mor tgage on t hei r 
house to get col latera l to 

help me sta r t t he busi-
ness,” yu ra sa id. “we 
have factor ies centered i n 

Ten nessee, sout h ca rol i na 
a nd west v i rg i n ia .”

T he compa ny ’s m ission 
is to promote socia l,  eco-
nom ic a nd env i ron men-
ta l susta i nabi l it y,  yu ra 
sa id. T he compa ny ma kes 
clot h i ng solely made i n 
t he un ited states a nd f rom 
100 percent rec ycled ma-
ter ia ls.  for ex a mple, t he 
compa ny recent ly made 
T-sh i r t s i n br istol,  Ten n. 
for bona roo, a n outdoor 
music fest iva l i n Ten n.,  a l l 
f rom rec ycled mater ia ls.

yu ra ha s spoken about 
susta i nu t h ree t i mes at 
t he w h ite house, a nd even 
ea r ned a meet i ng w it h 
p resident ba rack oba ma, 
he sa id. 

“i’m goi ng to ta l k w it h 

t he president about d i f fer-
ent issues t hat a re faci ng us 
about g reen tech nolog y,” 
he sa id. “we w i l l  ta l k about 
t r y i ng to st i mu late d i f fer-
ent pa r t s of t he cou nt r ies 
t hat used to ma ke clot h i ng 
by i nvest i ng i n t hese a rea s. 
it  ma kes so much sense for 
ou r cou nt r y.”

 yu ra sa id t he most re-
wa rd i ng pa r t of h is job 
is t he oppor t u n it y to ad-
va nce prog ressive goa ls.

“we i nvest i n you ng 
idea s t hat a re prog ressive 
a nd t hat ca n help t u r n ou r 
cou nt r y a rou nd,” he sa id. 
“we present a d i f ferent 
way of doi ng busi ness.”

Contact Katie McCarty at  
kmccar16@nd.edu

Alum starts sustainable clothing company
2003 Notre Dame grad creates SustainU to promote industry developments, green technology

“When I ran out 
of the tunnel 
and the whole 
student body 
was wearing the 
same shirt, it was 
such a powerful 
symbol of unity.”
Chris Yura 
founder 
SustainU

“We invest in 
young ideas that 
are progressive 
and that can help 
turn our country 
around.”
Chris Yura 
founder 
SustainU
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By PETER DURBIN
news writer

This saturday, students can 
help support pediatric can-
cer patients in the south bend 
community with the aiden 
project.

aidan fitzgerald, a notre 
dame alumnus who contracted 
testicular cancer in 2006, start-
ed the aidan project to help pe-
diatric cancer patients in need. 
he is now in remission, sopho-
more circle k member emmie 
mediate said. 

The event, which was started 
in 2006 and is hosted by circle 
k and knott hall, began as a 
way to provide local cancer pa-
tients with blankets.  

“aidan began the project af-
ter spending time struggling 
with cancer and feeling af-
flicted with cancer as a youth,” 
mediate said.

Junior mitchell lopes, coor-
dinator of the event for knott 
hall and participant for three 
years, said the idea was to cre-
ate blankets from pieces of 
fabric. The blankets are sent to 
various local hospitals, he said.

“aidan was looking for a way 
to give back that was logical, 
practical, and something that 
he felt he could undertake with 
his fellow students at notre 
dame,” lopes said. 

each blanket is coupled 
with a “get well” or “merry 
christmas” card, he said.

since the event started in 
2006, is has grown consider-
ably. lopes said at least half 
the residents in knott hall have 
participated in the event in the 
past. 

“at first, the project was small, 
but it quickly grew,” lopes said. 

nearly 2000 service hours 
are worked in preparation 
and during the event, with ap-
proximately 400 individuals 
participating in the event last 
year, mediate said.  members 
of circle k, knott hall, the 
kiwanis club and the south 
bend community have united 
to put on the event in the past.

“it’s our biggest event of the 
year, so it means a lot,” mediate 
said.

lopes said as the event 
has grown, a t-shirt sale has 
been added to provide addi-
tional fundraising.  last year, 
the event raised $1500 from 

making 434 blankets and sell-
ing t-shirts. 

“our goal this year is to make 
500 blankets and raise $1800,” 
lopes said.

as a joint effort between 
circle k and knott hall, the 
event resonates in different 
ways for participants.  

 “The event has a special sig-
nificance for myself as i have 
lost a close family member to 

cancer,” lopes said. “however, 
i believe the theme resonates 
with many guys in the dorm 
who simply feel the desire to 
pay forward the blessings they 
have been given”.

for mediate, seeing the pa-
tients receive their blankets is 
the most meaningful part of 
the event. 

“The best part of the project 
is being able to deliver the blan-
kets to the hospitals, and see 
how much of an impact you are 
able to have on an individual’s 
well being, especially as they 
are in the hospital with cancer,” 
mediate said.

The event takes place in 
south dining hall on saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  To sup-
port the cause, students can 
make blankets or “get well” 
cards.  

T-shirts will be sold for $10 
and can be purchased either 
at south dining hall or from 
the facebook event ‘2012 aidan 
project.’  The shirts will also be 
sold in north dining hall on 
friday.

Contact Peter Durbin at  
pdurbin@nd.edu

aidan project 
supports patients

Write News.
Email us at 
obsnewseditor.nd@gmail.com

“The best part of 
the project is being 
able to deliver 
the blankets to 
the hospitals and 
seeing how much 
of an impact you 
are able to have 
on an individual’s 
well being, 
especially as they 
are in the hospital 
with cancer.”
Emmie Mediate 
sophomore 
Circle K member

Bombings kill 43 citizens
Associated Press

baghdad — back-to-back 
explosions tore through tents 
housing shiite pilgrims in 
southern iraq on Thursday, the 
deadliest in a wave of bomb-
ings that killed at least 43 peo-
ple nationwide, officials said.

The attacks in hillah be-
gan with a roadside bombing 
near tents set up for shiites 
commemorating the 7th cen-
tury death of the prophet 
muhammad’s grandson, 
imam hussein. That was 
quickly followed by a car bomb 
targeting emergency response 
teams.

The explosions, which 

occurred in a busy commercial 
area, killed at least 29 people 
and wounded as many as 90, 
a police officer said, making it 
the deadliest attack in the city 
this year.

Twisted and charred vehi-
cles were left outside damaged 
stores as shopkeepers collect-
ed their strewn merchandise 
from the bloodstained pave-
ment. hillah is 95 kilometers 
(60 miles) south of baghdad.

ali hussein, 44, was walking 
near his house when he heard 
the two thunderous explosions 
near the commercial area 
about 200 meters (yards) from 
his house.

“i rushed to the blast site and 

i saw burning cars and pieces 
of flesh everywhere,” said 
hussein, who owns a grocery 
store. “There were small blood 
pools all around the place,” he 
added, blaming the security 
forces who “should do better 
in order to protect the inno-
cent people.”

Just hours earlier, a parked 
car exploded near the shrine 
of imam hussein in the shiite 
city of karbala, killing six peo-
ple and wounding 20, another 
police officer said.

karbala, 90 kilometers (55 
miles) south of baghdad, is 
one of the holiest cities in 
shiite islam and the place 
where imam hussein and his 

brother, imam abbas, are 
buried. hundreds of thou-
sands of shiites flock to their 
golden-domed shrines every 
year.

such religious ceremonies 
have often been targeted by 
sunni insurgents seeking to 
foment sectarian violence 
and undermine the shiite-
led government.

a suicide bomber also 
drove his explosives-laden 
car into a police checkpoint 
in the mainly sunni city of 
fallujah, 65 kilometers (40 
miles) west of the capital, 
killing three policemen and 
wounding 11 others, a police 
official in the city said.

iraQ
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sophomore badin hall pres-
ident cristin pacifico said the 
sale is an annual tradition, 
benefiting hall fellow and 
design professor ann-marie 
conrado’s hope initiative. 

“basically, we put this sale 
on every year and all the pro-
ceeds, everything we sell goes 
directly to nepal and it funds 
ann-marie’s hope initiative, 
which is an orphanage house 
she set up in nepal,” she said. 

according to the hope 
initiative website, the mis-
sion of the organization is “to 
uplift individuals in develop-
ing countries by focusing on 
transformative education for 
youth and adults alike. hope 
gives individuals the tools 
they need to create change in 
their own lives to escape pov-
erty and dependency.”

The money helps send the 
children living in the hope 
house to school, pacifico said. 

“They [the kids] tested into 
one of the best schools in 
nepal and that is where they 
are at school right now,” she 
said. “ann-marie comes in 
and we try to have regular 
skype sessions with the kids. 
it’s just a great opportunity to 
get to purchase some really 
beautiful goods but also do it 
in a very responsible way.” 

pacifico said the handicrafts 
are the hard work of nepali 
women and their families. 
“you can bring back beautiful 
gifts for your family and it’s an 
awesome thing to see that you 
are helping people,” she said. 

The conscious christmas is 
not the only event badin holds 
to support hope initiative, 
pacifico said. 

“all the other signature 
events, all the money we raise 

also goes to hope initiative,” 
she said. “when we come back 
from break we also have the 
polar bear plunge, which is 
a bit more chilly. it’s for the 
more daring.”

wednesday night, girls in 
badin hall were able to skype 
the hope house children be-
fore they went to school. The 
children living in the house 
and attending school are 
surya kandel, rajesh nepali, 
surackshya pariyar, sushila 
bk, karan gurung and sabin 
poudel. 

The children in nepal told 
the badin hall residents how 
school was going and sang a 
song in nepali. when the girls 
asked if they could send any-
thing to nepal, the children 
asked for notebooks and pens. 
however, poudel said a psp 
[playstation portable.] 

freshman maddie caballero 
said she stumbled across the 

skype session wednesday 
night. 

“i fell in love,” she said. “The 
kids were so cute and they had 
so much honesty in their eyes.  
They were just so happy to see 
you.” 

freshman kristina Techar 
also got to skype with the 
kids. 

“it was very interesting. … i 
was expecting kids who were 
younger,” she said.  “but it was 
nice to have kids who were 
older because you could really 
talk to them.” 

Techar said she was sur-
prised to hear the children 
ask for what they needed, not 
what they wanted. 

“when we asked them what 
they wanted us to [send] 
them, instead of saying things 
like hair bows, they asked for 
things that they needed, for 
example a science notebook,” 
she said. 

caballero said she was ex-
cited for the sale friday and to 
get involved. 

“i will probably be wearing 
the [badin hall] frog suit and 
hold up a giant sign and be 
really enthusiastic about the 
‘conscious christmas,’” she 
said. 

Contact Anna Boarini at 
aboari01@saintmarys.edu

Christmas
conTinued from page 1

acting ambassador in haiti dur-
ing its own return to democracy 
was another high note. 

“although my family was evac-
uated due to violence and insta-
bility, it was a privilege to lead 
a dedicated group of haitians 
and americans at the embassy 
who brought essential services 
to the haitian people in difficult 
conditions.”

from 2006 to 2009, griffiths 
served as the principal offi-
cer at the consulate general in 
guayaquil, ecuador, and since 
2009 griffiths has been the dep-
uty permanent representative to 
the united nations in geneva.  
griffiths said this time in geneva 
was formative and allowed 
him to explore his interests in 
international humanitarian 
development.

“it was particularly reward-
ing to advance u.s. interests in 
global health, refugee and mi-
gration affairs and economic 
development,” griffiths said.  “i 
enjoy the challenge of multi-
lateral diplomacy, negotiating 
complex agreements with a con-
stantly changing constellation of 
interlocutors.”

January will mark his 25th year 
in the foreign service, but his 
desire to serve others originated 
much earlier, griffiths said. 

“i studied government at 
notre dame and spent a year in 
angers, [france], so notre dame 
gave me great formal prepara-
tion for the foreign service. … 
notre dame’s emphasis on ser-
vice very much guided my career 
choice,” griffiths said. “i learned 
of the foreign service through a 
dorm-mate who was registering 
to take the foreign service exam. 
… diplomacy has been a perfect 
match for me, i love changing 
jobs every two to three years as 
we rotate around the world.”

as american ambassador in 
mozambique, griffiths said he 
works to build a prosperous, sta-
ble and democratic mozambique 

“i lead an embassy of over 
100 american and mozambican 

colleagues joined by almost 
200 peace corps volunteers,” 
griffiths said. “we have an ambi-
tious development cooperation 
program in mozambique and we 
are making impressive strides in 
fostering economic growth, re-
ducing the transmission of hiv/
aids, stimulating rural develop-
ment and improving education.

“mozambique has had a de-
cade of impressive economic 
growth, therefore we are work-
ing hard to improve the pros-
pects for american companies 
here, leading to job creation in 
both countries.”

The goal for the american 
embassy in mozambique is to 
help the people recover from a 

long war waged to win indepen-
dence from portugal and a brutal 
civil war, griffiths said.  

“with enormous reserves 
of coal and natural gas, 
mozambique is on the brink 
of significant economic devel-
opment. … our goal is to help 
mozambique invest those re-
sources productively in their 
people,” griffiths said.  “despite 
economic growth and invest-
ment development in the ma-
jor cities, human development 
indicators remain very low.  
we’re collaborating closely with 
mozambican officials and pri-
vate and faith-based organiza-
tions to ensure that economic 
growth translates into improved 
living standards.”

griffiths said the collabora-
tion with american partners 
is particularly strong, because 
all involved parties want to at-
tract american companies to 

mozambique to create jobs in 
both countries.

griffiths is based in 
mozambique’s capital, maputo.  
he mostly interacts with senior 
government officials, business 
people, opinion leaders and 
other representatives of civil 
society.  communicating with 
community leaders is very easy 
because the embassy-workers 
and national partners all speak 
portuguese, griffiths said.

“it is easy to form strong 
partnerships,” griffiths said.  
“however, when traveling up 
country only the most educated 
people speak fluent portuguese, 
so we depend on local part-
ners to communicate in the 13 
main indigenous languages.  my 
wife alicia has started studying 
shangana, the dominate lan-
guage in southern mozambique.  
i’ll start in the new year, once i’m 
finished shaking off the vestiges 
of spanish from my portuguese.”

 griffiths said he also makes 
an effort to travel to the develop-
ment cooperative sites so that he 
can see the results of decisions 
for himself.

“last month i drove north to 
visit some of our aid projects,” 
griffiths said.  “at every site we 
were greeted with songs of cel-
ebration … with relatively small 
investments we are transform-
ing lives and communities.  i feel 
very fortunate to see these tan-
gible contributions of american 
foreign assistance and to feel the 
gratitude of our partners.”

his family has assimilated into 
the country very easily, griffiths 
said.  

“The climate is just about 
perfect, and the capital maputo 
is charming.  mozambique is 
blessed with some of the most 
beautiful beaches in the world 
and spectacular savannahs,” 
griffiths said.  “our two teen-
aged daughters, true global no-
mads, are delighted to be back in 
an area where community ser-
vice can be an important part of 
our lives.” 

Contact Nicole Michels at  
nmichels@nd.edu

ambassador
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“With enormous 
reserves of coal 
and natural gas, 
Mozambique 
is on the brink 
of significant 
economic 
development.”
Douglas Griffiths 
U.S. Ambassador
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go over everything,” he said. 
“we began figuring people will 
get in town either on Jan. 3 or 
4, the Thursday and friday be-
fore monday’s game.”

mccaughan, a 2004 alum-
nus of the university, said one 
of the club’s 700 members is in 
the process of putting together 
a travel guide for the entire 
weekend to send to alumni 
and students. preparations are 
also underway for those fans 
who aren’t able to snag a ticket 
to the big game.

“The notre dame club of 
miami has partnered with 
monty’s on south beach to pro-
vide a site for a game watch for 
those not going to the game,” 
mccaughan said. “monty’s is 
also providing drink specials 
and food specials to irish fans 
all weekend.”

in addition to hosting notre 
dame students and alumni, 

mccaughan said monty’s 
would also provide other 
events.

“on the sunday before the 
game, they will be hosting a 
pool party starting at 1 p.m.,” 
he said. “There will be live mu-
sic, drink specials, raw bar, 
bag pipers and other things 
all at their bar and restaurant 
right on the water and will be 
going until close.”

mccaughan encouraged 
fans to frequently check the 
notre dame club of miami’s 
facebook page for updates 
with events around monty’s 
and transportation to and 
from the site of the game, sun 
life stadium.

“miami is such a spread-
out city and the commute is 
around 40 minutes to sun life 
stadium from south beach, 
about a $120 cab fare one-
way,” mccaughan said. “we 
could look to set up a bus ser-
vice to the stadium from the 
south beach area.”

among the most frequent 
questions asked to mccaughan 
thus far deal with an official 
notre dame club of miami 
tailgate and ticket availability.

“it’s just too expensive to 
hold an official tailgate,” he 

said. “and we believe we will 
not be receiving any tickets 
from the university.”

The club does not have a 
rough estimate on the num-
ber of alumni and students 
traveling to the magic city for 
championship weekend, but 
mccaughan said nearly every 
family member and friend of 
his is looking for a place to stay.

“a lot of places are all booked 
up,” he said. “i have at least 12 
people staying at my place, 
including one of my former 
roommates and cousins.

“They are going to be fight-
ing for pieces of the floor, 
maybe sleeping out on the 
balcony.”

mccaughan said the club 
usually doesn’t draw many 
people to the game watches, 
but this year was different.

“we had 100 people at a local 
bar wake up early to watch the 
navy game,” he said. “one guy 
got so excited during the game, 
he jumped up and shattered a 
glass chandelier at the bar.

“people have been fired up 
all year.”

Contact Adam Llorens at  
allorens@nd.edu

miami
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Students studying abroad in Australia in the spring of 2012 pose at the 
top of Walga Rock, an aboriginal art site in the Australian outback.

abroad
conTinued from page 1

university’s resources.
one especially favor-

able program is notre dame 
international’s global 
gateways, buildings the 
university has purchased 
in cities such as dublin and 
rome to extend the classroom 
abroad, norton said.

“what we’re doing is we’re 
turning these global gateways 
not just into centers for study 
abroad but also places where 
notre dame as an institution 
resonates into the larger cul-
ture context of the place where 
they’re situated,” he said.

senior amanda williams 
studied in london in spring 
2012 through the notre dame 
london program, and she said 
the experience opened up new 
cultural doors for her.

“you definitely dove right 

into everything because you 
were traveling extremely in-

dependently,” williams said. 
“Just being in london in the 

first place is a big cultural im-
mersion, but traveling around 
europe was also a cultural im-
mersion, even just as far as get-
ting off the airplane and having 
to find a bus.”

williams said she enjoyed 
living in a “global center” and 
especially appreciated the 
good accommodations and 
knowledgeable professors the 
university provided for her.

most of all, williams said she 
was grateful to became a true 
london resident.

“There’s a point when you’re 
in london when you stop look-
ing like a tourist, and i think 
when everyone reaches that 
point, you’re definitely cul-
turally immersed and getting 
something out of that,” she 
said. “That was probably the 
best part — being a londoner.” 

Contact Tori Roeck at  
vroeck@nd.edu

“Just being in 
London in the 
first place is 
a big cultural 
immersion, but 
traveling around 
Europe was 
also a cultural 
immersion, even 
just as far as 
getting off the 
airplane and 
having to find a 
bus.”
Amanda Williams 
senior

“Miami is such a 
spread-out city 
and the commute 
is around 40 
minutes to Sun 
Life Stadium from 
South Beach, 
about a $120 cab 
fare one-way.”
Bill McCaughan, Jr. 
president 
Notre Dame Club of Miami



one of the most welcome changes following 
the presidential election (besides the freedom 
from political ads on Tv) was donald Trump 
slithering out of national relevance. i’m not 
quite sure how he got there in the first place, but 
it involved initiating the absurd “birther move-
ment,” demanding president obama’s college 
transcripts, openly proclaiming the death of 
american democracy following the election re-
sults and urging the american people to rebel.

recently, Trump’s children visited him and 
reportedly urged him to tone down his political 
commentary, as it was damaging his reputa-
tion as a real-estate mogul and entrepreneur. 
while this was a noble effort, especially consid-
ering the Trump kids stand to inherit whatever 
the donald leaves behind, it was a futile one. 
Trump is legitimately insane and his election-
time antics made that abundantly clear. i just 
don’t think there’s such a thing as regaining 
your reputation after that.

historically, a popular view of madness has 
been people who are mad argue right, but 
from wrong principles. That is, they logically 
form their thoughts from a set of principles and 
values, but the principles are insane and the 
resulting thought is insane. for example, don 
Quixote adheres to a strict set of knightly ideals 
that govern his behavior, but he ends up doing 
things like fighting a herd of sheep. i feel like 
this definition of insanity does a pretty good 
job of summing up donald Trump.

Trump made a “big announcement” at the 
end of october, in which he offered to give $5 
million to charity if president obama would 
hand over his college transcripts and passport 
application for Trump’s review. according to 
Trump, obama’s past is more enigmatic than 
the ethereal, silver wisps of hair that adorn the 
top of Trump’s head. also like Trump’s hair, 
the president’s origin is completely unclear, 
but is certainly not of this country, if even this 
universe.

one of the natural laws of Trump’s world is 
that something is true unless it can be irrefut-
ably proven false. what’s more, Trump must 
see that proof for himself, on his own desk. 
in Trump’s universe, the poTus has noth-
ing more important to do than to hand over 
obscure documents to anyone who demands 
them. The president is subject to Trump’s 
wishes and must comply with those wishes 
in a timely fashion. Trump has full authority 
to give the president an ultimatum in order 
to gain documents, and possessing these all-
important pieces of information will certainly 
unravel a massive conspiracy. further, if the 
result of some process does not align with 
Trump’s personal beliefs, the process is inher-
ently corrupt and should be overthrown.

when looked at through this set of prin-
ciples, Trump’s deal with the president seems 
pretty logical. but there’s still that hair. or 
rather, that swirling mass of hair-like substance 
with no ostensible beginning or end. i just can’t 
begin to imagine a universe in which that hair 
makes sense.

Trump’s 
universe people always ask me, “how does 

it feel to be a twin?” The response i 
would like to give?

“how does it feel to be a person?”
The response i actually give? “it’s 

pretty cool.”
having an identical twin prompts 

tons of questions ranging from the 
logical to the outright foolish. my 
sister and i receive questions regard-
ing simple things like logistics: “do 
you share a room?” to the metaphysi-
cal: “what is your twin thinking right 
now?” These questions have also 
come up:

who’s older? do you guys fist fight? 
who wins? if i punch her, will you 
feel it? who’s fatter? will your kids be 
twins? have you guys dated twins? 
can i take you and your sister to the 
dance with me? do you have the same 
dad? same mom? how do your par-
ents tell you apart? how do you guys 
tell each other apart?

a woman once broke out into tears 
as we approached her because she 
had a twin phobia. some family mem-
bers can’t tell us apart. on our 13th 
birthday, my parents confessed to us 
that we were switched at birth. “don’t 
worry,” they said, “Just switch names 
from now on.” moments later, i found 
out they were kidding. it was the 
strangest three minutes of my life.

sometimes i swear i see people’s 
eyes searching for the scar from our 
de-conjoining surgery. if you must 
know, it is on my left, and her right, 
hip. i’m kidding. but we have done the 
“conjoined-twin” thing. being twins 
and wearing the same color shirt is 
really conducive to pretending like 
you’re conjoined twins. That was a 
fun day.

while walking around campus, i 
get random smiles and waves from 
strangers. i used to think people at 
notre dame were just really friendly, 
but no, they just know my sister and 
think i am her. The same thing hap-
pens on the opposite end: people who 
confront me asking why i didn’t say 
hello. my answer? “That wasn’t me, 
that was my twin sister!” it’s really 
convincing.

being a twin is oddly entertaining. 
when we’re in public i always wonder 
why people are staring at me. Then i 
remember they’re not staring at me, 
but us. getting stared at is definitely 
more uncomfortable than ego boost-
ing and is also extremely noticeable. 
so is unsolicited picture-taking.

we used to switch classes back in 
high school. it was fun for the first 
ten minutes, then the fun faded as we 
realized that we still had to take notes 
and listen for each other.

for a very awkward period in our 
lives we wore matching clothes. 
we don’t match anymore because, 
well, that would be extremely weird. 
although admittedly, we did go 
through a phase where we tried to 
resurrect the matching thing, only to 
discover that we don’t own any identi-
cal clothing.

i think the dynamic of each twin 
relationship varies. i’ve encountered 
identical twins that want nothing to 
do with each other and barely make 
eye contact. i’ve also encountered 
twins who cannot be weaned off each 
other. it is interesting how two people 
who’ve lived pretty much the same 
life can turn out so different. my sister 
and i have similar personalities and 
interests. our majors are different 
and we are involved in different activ-
ities, but for some reason, our paths 
are always intertwined.

last year we stopped speaking to 

each other over a petty disagreement. 
during that silent week, i ran into her 
in every nook and cranny of campus. 
before that incident, we saw each 
other daily and seldom randomly 
came across each other. eventually, 
it became too awkward so we started 
speaking again, but i couldn’t help 
but wonder why that happened. are 
we really meant to be together? my 
hope is we’ll always be in relatively 
close proximity to each other; oth-
erwise i couldn’t really borrow her 
clothes.

The longest we’ve ever been apart 
is eight weeks. we both did a summer 
service learning project and they ran 
congruently. i went to new Jersey and 
she stayed in south bend. we didn’t 
go a day without talking to each other 
and i’m sure i developed a mild case 
of carpal Tunnel syndrome from 
texting nonstop. i was nervous about 
being separated for so long. before the 
sslp, our longest separation was only 
four days. however, i managed. we 
gained more independence and real-
ized that we aren’t just “the twins,” 
but two autonomous individuals. The 
distance really helped us grow closer 
and our disputes fell to a new low: a 
near 75 percent decrease, excluding 
all texting arguments.

being a twin has many more pros 
than cons. i have an automatic life-
long friend, another wardrobe and 
an endless supply of inside jokes. i 
wouldn’t change it for the world.

 
Leila Green is a sophomore English 

major and Portuguese minor. She is also 
the coordinator of YES, a youth group for 
at-risk kids in South Bend. If you would 
like to get involved, she can be reached at 
lgreen2@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer.
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‘Twas the night before miami, when all through notre dame
not a creature was stirring, everyone ready for the game.
The cleats were flung by the doorway with care,
in hopes that the national championship soon would be there.

The players were nestled all snug in their beds,
while visions of leprechauns danced in their heads.
brian kelly in his pajamas holding a nice strong night cap,
had just settled his brain for a long pre-game nap.

when out on the deck there arose such a clatter,
bob diaco sprang from the bed to see what was the matter.
away to the window longo flew like a raven,
Tore open the shutters hoping it wasn’t nick saban.

The moon on the breast of the ocean below
gave the luster of mid-day waking up the echo.
when, what to kelly’s wondering eyes should appear,
but a single sun ray, and a whole bunch of beer.

with a big old body, so lively and quick,
i knew in a moment it must be Theo riddick.
so up to the stadium the players, they flew,
with a bus full of boys, and manti Te’o too.

more rapid than eagles his players they came,
and coach whistled, and shouted, and called them by name!
“now motta! now, brindza! now, martin and louis nix!
on, Toma! on, stockton! on, on braxton and hendrix!
To the back of the endzone! Through the uprights with the ball!
now dash away! dash away! dash away all!”

as i drew in my head, and was turning around,
down the sideline everett golson came with a bound.
he was dressed all in all green, from his head to his feet,
and his jersey was soaked with sweat from the miami heat.

for the whole team he had put on his back,
and he looked like a student-athlete, just opening his backpack.
Jones’ eyes — how they twinkled! his dimples how merry!
his cheeks were like roses, just looking for his next carry!

shembo’s little mouth guard was drawn up like a bow,
as he tried his best to avoid getting turf toe.
kapron had a broad face and a big round belly,
That shook when he laughed, just ask brian kelly!

golic was chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf,
and Jake laughed when he saw him, in spite of himself!
a wink of his eye and a twist of his head,
soon told the crowd they had nothing to dread.

eifert spoke not a word, but went straight to his work,
and scored lots of touchdowns, which was a huge perk.
and laying his finger aside of his nose,
and giving a nod, up the field goody goes!

he sprang to the endzone, and his team gave a whistle,
and away they all flew storming the field like a missile.
but i heard manti exclaim, ‘ere he drove out of sight,
“happy champsionship to all, and to all a good-night!”

Contact Jane McGraw at jmcgraw1@nd.edu
The views expressed in this column are those of the author and not 

necessarily those of The Observer.

Jane McGraw
guest columnist

‘Twas the night 
before Miami

our class, our team,
our final chance

as notre dame seniors, we have been through many 
bumps in the road. we have experienced the final 
remnants of the charlie weis era and the false promise of 
hope it provided, the heartbreak of a 6-6 season coupled 
with back-to-back 8-5 performances, and the tragedy of 
losing one of our own, declan sullivan. but we seniors 
limped into our final season with trust in our team, 
despite a look down our daunting schedule and the 
opinion of so-called “experts.” as this season progressed 
our trust has been rewarded but our joy has been mixed 
once again with heartbreak over the losses experienced 
by our senior leader, manti Te’o, and all the trials the 
senior players have experienced. counted out from the 
start, deemed irrelevant, our team has achieved the 
impossible — a national championship game in miami.

    a cause of this performance is found within the 
senior class, our unity, our strength and the bonds forged 
between the senior class and our football team. Together 
we have pushed through our adversity and together we 
have emerged on the other side, scarred but unbeaten in 
our final season. it is to the stands that kapron turns to 
after a sack. it is to the stands that manti salutes. it is not 
a one-way street, for in the team we find our strength. 
To the field we bring our hopes and dreams. on a crisp 
saturday morning, we wake up early for the promise 
of the game. in our final season, it is the field and the 
players on it, wearing the brilliant, flashing, gold helmets 
that reflect the tradition of our university we look to for 
a unifying force. we have been everywhere around the 
world, from ireland to oklahoma, from boston to los 
angeles, for our team, for our university. nowhere else on 
earth can this type of bond be forged, but in the fires of 
tradition here at notre dame. nowhere else can this spirit 
and the unity move a student body to such great heights.

    and so, now we find ourselves at a crossroads. as 
students purchase flights and hotels in miami, we 
remain hopeful of a ticket, the elusive golden ticket that 
will allow us to enter the most entrancing of  venues, the 
national championship game. as seniors, we have  

 

poured our heart and soul out together, players and 
students, for one final season, one final game. it is to 
that final game that we seek our one last retribution 
for the prior tribulations of our careers at notre dame. 
The administration has pledged 2,500 tickets, beyond 
our wildest expectations. and yet, a source of doubt 
remains. for there are 2,500 tickets for more than 11,000 
undergraduate and graduate students. and recently, we 
have learned that st. mary’s and holy cross students 
will be allowed to enter the lottery as well, raising that 
number to more than 14,000 students. only 2,500 tickets 
for 14,000 students is entirely unfeasible for granting we 
seniors a fair chance to cheer our team on to one final 
victory.

    we ask from the administration the chance that 
every notre dame senior be allowed to purchase one 
ticket. no one has earned the right to travel to support the 
team more than us. what we ask is that every senior have 
the option of buying one ticket solely under their name, 
to be picked up on site. for every senior that passes on a 
ticket, that ticket would be entered into the lottery for the 
rest of the student body to be purchased.

    what has allowed our strength and unity to never 
flag or fail this season is the connection that exists 
between our players and the notre dame student body, 
especially the bond between our senior class. we eat 
alongside the players, we live in the same dorms, we 
take the same classes and we have the same friends. 
we have pledged our hearts to the team. we have been 
there through thick and thin, through death and tragedy, 
through triumph and elation. we have earned the right 
to represent our university in miami. we have emerged 
through all of this as one. we are the senior class. we are 
family. we are the fighting irish. we are nd.

Contact Matthew Suarez and Andrew McDonough at 
msuarez7@nd.edu and amcdono1@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the au-
thors and not necessarily those of The Observer.

Follow us on Twitter.
@ObserverViewpnt

Matthew Suarez and Andrew McDonough 
guest columnists

where’s the only place where one can easily 
purchase a dress shirt, a basketball and a tomato? The 
neighborhood walmart, of course. The company has 
come to exemplify the distinctly american corporate 
ethos, yet it is arguably one of the most un-american 
things that exists today. consumers may benefit, but 
don’t let walmart’s slogan of “everyday low prices” 
mislead you. after all, why support local businesses and 
pay more for a slightly higher-quality good when we can 
just go to walmart? why bother about the plight of the 
walmart workers? if these workers find the conditions 
so difficult, can’t they just leave their jobs and let 
others who are more willing fill in for them? in the end, 
walmart’s just a store, right?

These arguments fuel the walmart machine. 
walmart reaps profits of approximately $50 million 
each day and would rank among the world’s 25 largest 
economies if it were a country. These statistics are the 
result of americans’ begrudging acceptance of walmart 
as necessary to maintain their standards of living.

but local businesses aren’t the only ones hurt by the 
perpetuation of this cycle. employees are made to work 
unreasonable hours without overtime pay, especially 
during days like black friday. workers’ health benefits 
are nearly useless, and their market-driven wages make 

it impossible for them to support themselves or their 
families. as a result, many workers who depend on 
their jobs at walmart for sustenance and cannot quit 
are forced to go on government welfare programs. The 
winning words project estimates that with a dollar 
increase in wages for walmart workers, millions of tax 
dollars could be saved.

recent failed nationwide strikes against walmart 
indicate that nothing short of a massive consumer 
exodus from walmart or government intervention 
will have any impact on its unchecked growth and 
dominance which will eventually stamp out the unique 
characteristics of the places whre it sets up shop.

hopefully walmart can learn from Jim sinegal, the 
chief executive officer of costco, who takes prides in 
the retailer’s policy of paying an average hourly wage 
of $17 and the fact that it boasts one of the lowest rates 
of employee turnover for a retail store. sinegal doesn’t 
even claim that costco’s treatment of employees is 
motivated by “altruistic” reasons. rather, he said it is 
simply “good business.” walmart, by wielding such 
outsized power, would do society more than enough 
good by reaching out to the less fortunate and paying 
their workers a decent wage.

This column originially ran in the Nov. 29 edition of the 
Kansas State Collegiate, serving Kansas State.

The views expressed in this column are those of the 
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.

The real cost of Walmart
Gianna Misenhelter
kansas state collegian
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By SAM STRYKER
assistant managing editor

some things in life are inevitable, even if we don’t know the specific details. we know 
the irish will play for a national championship, but we don’t know whom against. for 
us seniors, we know we are going to graduate, but we may not know what our next step 
is. i know i am going to eat dinner, but i don’t know what i am going to have. and one 
day, we know one direction will probably break up as a boy band, but we don’t know 
when. 

music groups have a tough time staying together, and one direction will probably 
be the same. after all, n*sync did it. destiny’s child didn’t last, and neither did the 
Jonas brothers (although they still actually are brothers). one day niall, liam, Zayn, 
harry and louis will stop performing together and go their separate ways.

but for now, we get to enjoy the infectious ear candy these british teenyboppers 
produce. Just a year after releasing their first album “up all night” the boys are at it 
again, coming out with their sophomore effort “Take me home.” for the most part, it’s 
a solid, if not spectacular, effort. with one direction, you get what you would expect 
with a boy band. There are catchy tracks, indistinguishable vocals and not a whole 
lot of substance. That being said, “Take me home” is pretty fun when you accept it for 
what it is. 

“live while we’re young” is the lead single off “Take me home” and it is a solid ex-
ample of one direction sticking to what they do best. Just like michael Jordan was 
great at basketball and James bond excels at saving the world, one direction is at their 
best when they unleash catchy sing-along jams, and “live while we’re young” is the 
type of song you get stuck in your head for the day. all in all, it’s the strongest song off 
“Take me home.”

The second single off the album, “little Things,” is a step in a different direction 
than “live while we’re young.” whereas the latter is danceable, flirty and fun, “little 
Things” slows things down and tries to be heartfelt but comes across as plodding 

and tedious. one direction should stick 
to their guns and do what they do best 
— poppy songs that make you want to 
dance, or at least aren’t dreary. for ex-
ample, “summer love” is not a fast track 
by any means, but it is much more lis-
tenable than “little Things” because it is 
bright and uplifting.

for the most part, one direction sticks 
to the formula of bright and flirty songs. 
other standouts off the album include 
“kiss you” and “They don’t know about 
us.” The former is a sunny ode to young 

love and the latter starts quietly but builds to a slow jam. if the themes in the song titles 
seem a bit repetitive, it is because they are. one direction knows their target audience 
of screaming teenage girls and aims perfectly. 

The songs off “Take me home” may be starry-eyed, but they are young and fun. 
That being said, there is a sort of wink with these songs that acknowledges the boys 
and their audience are maturing. The album title is one such example, and also on 
“live while we’re young” they sing “and if we get together, yeah get together/don’t let 
the pictures leave your phone.” 

adapting to an audience who is growing up with these boys is crucial, and it’s a step 
in the right direction (pardon the pun) for one direction to go where there audience 
is going. They can’t stay together forever, but they are staving off the inevitable for that 
much longer.

“Take me home” isn’t groundbreaking, earth shattering stuff. it’s a boy band do-
ing what boy bands do best — singing about young 
love over slickly produced tracks. That isn’t a com-
plaint, just a fact. 

fortunately, one direction does a pretty good 
job of executing this task, and teenage girls (and 
boys, and their moms and so forth) should be for-
ever grateful. one day, liam, niall, louis, Zayn and 
harry will no longer be the pop culture phenom-
enon they are now. They’ll grow up, and a new set 
of fresh-out-the-oven heartthrobs will take their 
place. but for now, one direction is the musical fla-
vor of the moment, so you might as well enjoy them 
while they last.

Contact Sam Stryker at sstryke1@nd.edu

“Take Me Home”
One Direction

Label: Columbia

Tracks: “Kiss You,” “They Don’t 
Know About Us”

If you like: The Wanted, Justin 
Bieber, Selena Gomez

Image courtesy of tvnz.co.nz

By MIKO MALABUTE
scene writer

after apparently living underneath a rock this entire time, i was finally 
turned on to Timeflies and was urged to take a listen to their new album by a 
friend of mine (here’s your shoutout, dawson.) with the release of their new ep, 
“one night,” the feel-good, electrorap  duo—or as they describe themselves, 
the “electro hip hop pop dub-something”—put together a compilation of six 
tracks to make for a pleasantly surprising and thoroughly enjoyable experience. 

The sophomore effort opens with the title track “one night,” as lead vocalist 
cal shapiro sings with an almost distant croon, immediately wearing his heart 
on his sleeve and baring his feelings to the audience. 

he says, “where are we now/ i can’t calm down, i’m dreaming/ They scream so 
loud/ i don’t know how i’m breathing.” These emotions feel so raw and desper-
ate (something that i 
haven’t usually found 
to be characteristic 
of electro-anything 
music). already this 
mystic atmosphere is 
painted in the listen-
er’s mind  — bright, 
vivid, and painful. 

with this, Timeflies 
makes a very clear 
case as to why 
they’ve captured the 
attention of listeners 
all over (and myself 
as a late arrival to 
the party): beautiful, 
haunting lyrics by shapiro and pensive guitar strings by producer rob resnick, 
which evolve into some fist-pumping synthesizers against the repeated “i need 
one night!” and boom-claps that really do bring excitement and a multifacet-
ed quality to the track. mind you, this is just my first impression after the first 
track. 

immediately after is a complete switch-up, with a shoe-in dorm party song 
“swoon.” all the most likeable qualities of a good party song are alive and well 
in “swoon,” with rhythmic blasts of the synthesizer against strings currently 
making me bouncing in my seat, bobbing my head to the almost smooth whis-
per, “let me see you swoon.” 

with that said, there is no definite categorization of this project as a whole: 
this is not a “party” album, nor is it exclusively “chill” or otherwise.  The inabil-
ity to limit this to one adjective is where the beauty of this project lies (which 
shouldn’t come as too much of a surprise, seeing as how it is simply an ep): This 
is easily a project that could appeal to many people, for virtually any mood.  

as a first-time listener, i’m immediately sold on Timeflies, as they seem to go 
against the grain of any typical genre of music — they’re not too simplistic and 
solely bent on being catchy, as average electro music is; they don’t drone on and 
clash horribly with the background harmony, or mangle attempts at melody as 
how hip-hop sometimes ends up being; and they certainly do not seem to pro-
duce the wrangled cacophony that dub-step might give rise to. 

Their self-description as “electro hip hop pop dub-something” is precisely 
what they are.  and if you scratch your head at that, then i believe that’s the 
point:  They aren’t any one genre, but a wonderful combination of so many, 
indescribable as a category.  

even as an ep, surprisingly there’s no sign of 
any filler songs, only six quality songs, each a 
standout in its own right.

Timeflies’ sophomore effort “one night” ep 
is a very solid project, one that i thoroughly 
enjoyed and one that made me a fan after one 
time through.  it is unlike any of the electro/
pop music out there now, in the best sense. 

i would be remiss in my duty as scene writer 
if i didn’t end on either a witty or cheesy note, 
so allow me this:  let yourself listen to the first 
song in “one night” ep, and watch the time fly. 

Contact Miko Malabute at mmalabut@nd.edu

“One Night EP”
Timeflies

Label: Island Records

Tracks: “One Night,” “Swoon”

If you like: Chromeo, Calvin 
Harris, Macklemore & Ryan 
Lewis 

Image courtesy of last.fm
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By DAN BROMBACH
scene writer

Taylor swift’s newest album may 
carry the label of “country,” but if 
this blatant pop effort can pass as 
country music, then nicholas cage 
can call himself a groundbreaking 
actor and i can start telling people i 
play defensive line for the new york 
giants.

for example, “i knew you were 
Trouble” is the typical catchy, sassy, 
borderline-angsty track Taylor swift 
fans have come to enjoy, but its use 
of dubstep shows the true extent to 
which “red” is actually a pop album. 
“22,” swift’s song about living it up 
and enjoying youth, could have been 
pulled straight from a katy perry al-
bum, and will no doubt find its way 
to the top of the charts soon enough.

not to harp on this subject much longer, but you certainly wouldn’t see an artist 
like kenny chesney do a collaboration with skrillex. drop the act, Taylor, you’ve gone 
pop.

acknowledging this reality, “red” is still a highly enjoyable, download-worthy al-
bum. my favorite tracks, “red” and “all Too well,” are classic swift “love lost” songs, 
but without the whiny, passive-aggressive edge that annoyed me early in her career. 
swift seems to be maturing in her perspective on relationships, emphasizing the 
good times and lessons learned rather than the fighting and dysfunction.

The notable exception would be “we are never ever getting back Together,” a par-
ty-ready track telling the story of an on-again-off-again relationship.

by diversifying her sound and subject matter, swift has expanded substantially 
into the pop realm. whether this fact makes you happy, or makes you want to leap off 
the top of stepan center, be prepared to hear “red” for months to come.

 

some may know phillip phillips from his victory on the 11th season of “american 
idol,” but my first exposure to this talented singer/songwriter came watching last 
year’s summer olympics. phillips’ hit song “home,” which weaves together soft vo-
cals with the folksy, boot stomping sound of mumford and sons, served as the un-
official song of the u.s. women’s gymnastics team, and quickly became one of my 
favorite tracks of the summer.

why was i watching women’s gymnastics? for the same reason every young male 
across the country tuned in: the beauty… of the sport. yeah, that’s it.

none of the tracks on phillips’ new release “The world from the side of the moon” 

can rival “home,” but that doesn’t mean the album isn’t worth a solid listen.
my other favorite song, 

“man on the moon,” is 
a light, jazzy track laced 
with phillips’ skillful 
acoustic guitar playing. in 
both “man on the moon” 
and “get up get down,” 
phillips’s throaty voice, 
carefree vibe and sugges-
tive lyrics actually make 
him sound shockingly like 
dave matthews.

overall, “The world 
from the side of the moon” 
is nothing revolutionary, 
but its lighthearted sound 
and themes of life, love and self-discovery make the album an enjoyable listening 
experience.

kid rock rose to fame as the king 
of trashy, generic hillbilly rock, and 
his new album “rebel soul” has 
done nothing to steer him from this 
course. The album also did nothing 
to alleviate my moderate to severe 
hatred of his music.

many of the songs on “rebel soul,” 
including the eloquently named “3 
caTT boogie” or “cocaine and gin,” 
sound like something they would 
play in the bathroom of a famous 
dave’s restaurant, riling up yokels 
as they pick spare ribs out of their 
assorted-colored teeth.

i was also slightly disconcerted by 
the song “let’s ride,” a so-called bat-

tle hymn for troops stationed in the middle east, and its accompanying music video. 
The song tells troops to pick up their guns and “let their conscience be their guide,” 
accompanied by images of tanks juxtaposed with muslim women in traditional garb. 
There’s a line between being patriotic and being culturally insensitive, and i’d sug-
gest kid rock let this song fade out before visiting the middle east anytime soon.

kid rock’s ode to his home of detroit in the aptly named “detroit, michigan” con-
tributes to the album’s spectacularly underwhelming nature. i don’t have anything 
against detroit, but i do have something against bad music. 

maybe my impression was irreversibly damaged by the fact that, upon typing 
“detroit, michigan” into youTube in an attempt to find the song, the first result was 
“detroit, michigan ghetto.”

overall, “rebel soul” is the definition of white-bread hick rock. unless that kind 
of music floats your boat, or i guess i should say floats your tractor, steer clear of this 
album.

Contact Dan Brombach at dbrombac@nd.edu

AP
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for sale
Snow plowing, salting. Reasonable 

rates. Excellent references. Fully 
insured. Call 574-309-8517 or 
cmbraden@hotmail.com

 
for rent

House for rent. Close to campus 
on Napoleon. 2BR 1BA.  
Available 1/1/13.  
$590 month. Yard, room for storage.  
Call 219-629-5483.

 
WanteD

WINTER BREAK WORK Great 
Pay winterbreakwork.com

Personal
UNPLANNED PREGNANCY? 

Don’t go it alone. Notre Dame has 
many resources in place to assist you. 
If you or someone you love needs 
confidential support or assistance, 
please call Ann Whitall at 1-0084 or 
Karen Kennedy at 1-5550. For more 
information, visit ND’s website at: 
http://pregnancysupport@nd.edu

“Spread Too Thin” by  
The Dirty Heads 
 
I, I’m spread way too thin 
Everybody wants to know what’s 
happenin 
I, I’m spread way too thin 
What’s the big rush now, tell me why 
you’re rushin 
I, I’m spread way too thin 
Everybody wants to know what’s 
happenin 
I, I’m spread way too thin 

What’s the big rush now, tell me why 
you’re rushin 
Why you rushin 
Why you rushin 
Well everybody’s callin, but I just need 
some time 
Yeah I just need some room to 
breathe again 
A way to clear my mind 
You don’t need to be here 
All up in my face 
We need to find the right solution 
To put you in your place 
I said hey, I got a lot to say to you 
Hear what you say it’s not true 
So this is what I’m gonna do 
Look at me I’m gonna let you know 
I, I’m spread way too thin 
Everybody wants to know what’s 
happenin 
I, I’m spread way too thin 
What’s the big rush now tell me why 
you’re rushin 
Why you rushin 
Why you rushin

conference championships 
were always something teams 
set as a preseason goal. it was 
a source of regional pride, a 
badge of honor for the teams 
that roughed up the team 
literally around them.

but this year, they don’t 
matter so much.

with the exception of the 
sec championship game, all 
the others hold little to no 
weight and carry minimal 
national interest. so, yes, 
the country’s eyes will be on 
the georgia dome to watch 
no. 2 alabama battle no. 3 
georgia. They won’t even 
bat an eyelash at the acc 
championship that features 
florida state and insert-eli-
gible-acc-coastal-division-
team-here.

it seems that this year, con-
ference championships have 
been more of a preliminary 
bowl game than a game that 
carries any real importance. 
let’s just start with the bcs 
conference title games.

in the acc, it really seemed 
like no one wanted to be 
there. coming in to the sea-
son, florida state eyed this 
game as a mere stepping-
stone on their way to a pos-
sible national title. but one 
bump in the Tobacco road 
and a loss to florida have 
made this a matchup of the 
underwhelming seminoles 
and georgia Tech.

yes, georgia Tech. The 
yellow Jackets are 6-6 over-
all and a mediocre 5-3 in 
the conference. but thanks 
to ncaa missteps by both 
north carolina and miami, 
the ramblin’ wreck punched 
their ticket to charlotte de-
spite a three-touchdown 
drubbing from middle 
Tennessee state on sept. 29. 
georgia Tech is like your fat 
little brother that you dreaded 
playing two-on-two basket-
ball with. They aren’t very 
good and they shouldn’t be 
playing.

does this team really de-
serve a shot at the orange 
bowl? if georgia Tech does 
not deserve an orange bowl 
berth, maybe their possible 
opponent from the big east 
deserves it even less.

not a single big east team 
is ranked in the current bcs 
standings, behind the likes of 
kent state, northern illinois, 
utah state and san Jose state. 
and this is all with two 9-2 
teams under their belt.

The voters — and com-
puters — have treated this 
conference even worse than 
a mid-major one. even when 
louisville was undefeated, 

the cardinals were still be-
hind a handful of sec schools 
simply because the big east 
is populated by 3-8 south 
florida, 4-7 Temple and 5-6 
connecticut.

for the second consecutive 
season, the pac-12 champion 
may not be the best team in 
its conference it just won. last 
season, usc, who finished 
ranked in the top 10, was 
held out of the champion-
ship game because of ncaa 
sanctions.

This year, the Trojans un-
derperformed and stanford 
upset oregon, setting up a 
stanford-ucla matchup 
this weekend that just hap-
pened … last weekend, when 
stanford topped ucla.

The argument can be made 
that the pac-12 championship 
was two weeks ago, when the 
cardinal and ducks played to 
an overtime slugfest.

but instead, the conference 
and its television partners 
will put stanford and ucla 
on a pedestal reserved for a 
bcs champion friday night. 
wait, friday night? yeah, a 
big-time college football game 
will be played on a friday 
night. come on pac-12, have 
some respect for yourselves.

in the big Ten, preseason 
top-10 wisconsin somehow 
managed to sneak into the 
conference championship 
game behind a stellar 4-4 
league record and 7-5 overall 
mark. why? because unde-
feated ohio state and rebuild-
ing penn state above them are 
both ineligible.

The worse thing is that 
conference championships, 
as watered down as they are 
now, will hold more weight in 
the future, when a four-team 
playoff is in use.

in a four-team playoff, it is 
likely imperative to win your 
final game (at the very least), 
which, in most cases, will 
be for a conference crown. 
as conference realignment 
continues to be all the rage, 
leagues will be become a col-
lection of teams in the same 
region rather than a true 
conference.

Teams vying for the confer-
ence title will likely not play 
in the regular season and 
the divisions within a league 
could be vastly different, cre-
ating an imbalance.

so while conference cham-
pionships matter to schools 
like ucla, georgia Tech and 
wisconsin, they should not 
matter to the rest of us.

 
   Contact Matthew DeFranks at  
mdefrank@nd.edu 
   The views expressed in this 
Sports Authority are those of the 
author and not necessarily those 
of The Observer.

Matthew DeFranks
associate sports editor

championships 
hold no weight

nFl

49ers’ Smith questions  
backup role

Associated Press
 

   sanTa clara, calif. — alex 
smith is trying to understand 
how he lost his job as start-
ing quarterback of the san 
francisco 49ers a month after 
being named nfc offensive 
player of the week.

it’s not an easy thing for the 
nfl’s fifth-ranked quarterback 
to deal with this week, even 
though smith already has ex-
perienced plenty of ups and 
downs in his tumultuous ca-
reer since the 49ers made him 
the no. 1 overall selection of the 
2005 draft.

smith spoke with the media 
Thursday for the first time since 
coach Jim harbaugh made colin 
kaepernick the team’s starting 
quarterback for sunday’s game 
against the st. louis rams, a re-
match of the last game in which 
smith appeared.

smith is now completely 
healthy from the concussion he 
suffered in that nov. 11 game 
and has been medically cleared 
to play.

but he’ll be kaepernick’s 
backup for the second con-
secutive week. smith is uncer-
tain what harbaugh’s decision 
means for him the rest of this 
season.

“i feel like the only thing i did 
to lose my job was get a concus-
sion,” smith said.

smith was playing some of 
the best football of his career 
when he was injured and left 
early in the second quarter of 
the 24-24 tie with the rams.

he completed 7 of 8 passes 
with a passer rating of 143.8 
against st. louis, throwing for 
his 13th touchdown of the sea-
son on his final pass. The week 

before, smith completed 18 
of 19 for 232 yards and three 
touchdowns during a win over 
arizona, setting an nfl record 
with a 94.7 completion per-
centage for a quarterback with 
a minimum of 15 attempts. 
he was named nfc offensive 
player of the week for the first 
time two days later.

smith ranks fifth in the nfl 
with a passer rating of 104.1 
and leads the league with a 70.0 
completion percentage.

“you kind of state your case 
with your play and i felt like 
i’ve done that,” smith said. “it’s 
tough. it stings the most just 
because i really felt there was 
something special going on here 
and you sacrifice and invest so 
much time. i felt like i was play-
ing good football. i have no idea 
what’s going to happen from 
here. all i can do now is just pre-
pare and get ready.”

smith was in limbo the past 

two weeks after suffering his 
concussion, practicing every 
day with the 49ers in a non-
contact black jersey. The 49ers 
did not announce during either 
week who would be their start-
ing quarterback until game day 
against chicago on nov. 19 and 
new orleans last sunday.

There’s no uncertainty 
this week. kaepernick, san 
francisco’s second-round draft 
pick last year, took away the 
starting job from smith with 
strong performances in deci-
sive victories over the bears and 
saints.

smith has lost his starting 
job and dealt with injuries and 
adversity several times before 
with the 49ers. he was beaten 
out for the role in training camp 
in 2008 by journeyman J.T. 
o’sullivan, then began the 2009 
season behind veteran shaun 
hill before starting the final 10 
games of that season.

AP

San Francisco coach Jim Harbaugh watches quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick  practice in Santa Clara, Calif. 
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mls

beckham to remain involved in mls
Associated Press

 
   carson, calif. — after six 
seasons as the worldwide 
face of major league soccer, 
david beckham believes no-
body should doubt it’s a ma-
jor league.

it’s the third word in mls 
that still bugs the english 
midfielder.

“even after six years, i’m 
still personally getting used 
to calling it soccer,” beckham 
said with a grin Thursday. 
“i still have my moments 
of saying football. To me, it 
will always be football, but i 
have adapted myself over the 
years. i think i’ve done pretty 
well, maybe, in the last year.”

although beckham is 

leaving the los angeles 
galaxy after saturday’s mls 
cup, he plans to play a major 
role in the league’s growth 
indefinitely. he began his 
last few competitive days 
in a galaxy uniform with a 
training session for the de-
fending champions’ final 
match against the houston 
dynamo.

beckham still won’t say 
where he plans to play next, 
coyly def lecting the latest ru-
mors of interest everywhere 
from sydney to monaco. but 
he reiterated his commit-
ment to mls, both as a future 
team owner and a cheerlead-
er for north american soccer.

and while beckham is the 
biggest name to wear an mls 
jersey, he believes the wave 
of international stars head-
ing stateside will only grow. 
he informed robbie keane of 
mls’ virtues before the irish 
national team captain joined 
the galaxy last year, and he 
didn’t deny he’ll help los 
angeles to recruit his own 
replacement as a designated 
player next season, whoever 
it might be.

“when i came over here, 
i committed to this team 
and i committed to growing 
this league,” beckham said. 
“Just because i’m not play-
ing here after the weekend, 
my commitment stays the 
same. i will do anything to 

keep these players coming 
over like robbie keane, like 
Thierry henry. anything i 
can do on that side of things, 
i want to do.”

beckham’s legacy is the 
subject of even more discus-
sion than the mls cup this 
week, and that’s fine with 
the league’s top brass. after a 
rocky start to his mls tenure 
when he struggled with inju-
ries, pursued european loans 
and got booed by his own 
fans in los angeles, beckham 
has emerged as the on-the-
field force and off-the-field 
beacon that mls expected to 
get when he arrived in 2007.

“oh, i would love david to 
stick around forever,” mls 
commissioner don garber 
said. “it’s been a great expe-
rience for everyone. but it’s 
up to him to decide what his 
personal and family goals 
are. ... w hen david came 
here, people overseas de-
scribed us as a retirement 
league. we’ve proven over 
the last six years that it’s a 
very competitive league, and 
david has been a big part of 
that. hopefully more players 
will be coming over here at a 
younger age.”

garber can rattle off a list 
of ways his league has im-
proved in the past six sea-
sons, from arena deals to 
television contracts. he also 
realizes beckham could 
have a loud voice in mls af-
fairs after his playing days.

“i think he would be a great 
member of the mls owner-
ship,” garber said. “he’s a 
serious guy. i don’t think 
people understand what a 
business mind he has. he’s 
always thinking about mar-
keting, about branding, 
about everything that makes 
a successful business. i think 

he’d be a great addition to 
mls.”

beckham again confirmed 
he isn’t leaving the galaxy 
because of any problems with 
the management or coach-
ing staff, saying only that he 
loves a challenge. he nearly 
wrapped up his galaxy ca-
reer last year after raising the 
trophy, but decided he still 
had unfinished business.

by reaching his third mls 
cup final in four years while 
playing at an elite level deep 
into his 30s, he believes he 
addressed it.

“i think i’ve matured,” 
beckham said. “as you get 
older and you play more years 
in this game, your mind gets 
a bit quicker, to be honest. 
The legs might be a little bit 
slower than they were when i 
was 21 years old, but i’ve al-
ways said it, i’ve never been a 
quick player. speed and pace 
have never been an issue for 
me in my game. you become 
more clever with your mind 
over the years.”

while def lecting wide-
spread speculation he could 
become a significant inves-
tor in the galaxy soon, he 
acknowledged he’s proud 
of the effect he had on the 
franchise’s growth and the 
league’s maturity.

“it was challenging the 
first couple of years, but a 
challenge i knew i was going 
to be up against, and i knew 
i would succeed,” beckham 
said. “off the field, we’ve 
done a lot of hard work — not 
just myself, but the people 
around the league. They’re 
the kind of foundations that 
this league needs. That’s 
what happens in europe, in 
the best leagues in the world. 
and the future is going to be 
bright.”

AP

Galaxy midfielder David Beckham looks up at the crowd while  
playing against San Jose during a MLS playoff match Nov. 4. 
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By PETER STEINER
sports writer

after the first day of compe-
tition, the belles sit in ninth 
place at the calvin winter 
invitational.

Thursday’s events included 
the 800-yard freestyle relay 
and the 1,650-yard freestyle.

composed of senior ellie 
watson, sophomore sarah 
Thompson, freshman megan 
knobloch and freshman 
carolyn neville, the belles 
800-yard freestyle relay team 
finished 20th with a time of 
8:20.51. senior liz palmer 
took home the belles’ top fin-
ish in the 1,650-yard freestyle, 
placing 29th with a time of 
11:43.49.

The calvin winter 
invitational is a benchmark 
event for the team, belles 
coach mark benishek said.

“[This meet] is an evalua-
tion point for us,” benishek 
said. “we are at midseason 
and it gives us a point to see 
where we are at.

“at the point we are at, we 
are always hoping for some 
fast times and for looking for 
everybody to keep moving ”

with the invitational 

occurring over a three-day 
span, benishek recognized 
the need to tailor his team’s 
training schedule to the event.

“The girls got some rest 
over thanksgiving break and 
we went a little bit lighter 
in our training in the three 
days leading up to this meet,” 
benishek said. “They’ve got 
plenty of rest for this one.”

with two days left in the 
invitational and the remain-
ing conference season to pre-
pare for, the belles still have 
many unanswered questions, 
benishek said.

“after the meet we will 
evaluate each other as a team, 
especially me as the coach in 
my first year,” benishek said. 
“what do we need to tweak? 
what comes from their train-
ing schedule on a daily basis 
and how do we prepare for the 
championship portion of our 
season and our conference fi-
nals in february?”

The calvin winter 
invitational continues to-
day at 6 p.m. at the venema 
aquatic center in grand 
rapids, mich.

Contact Peter Steiner at 
psteiner@nd.edu

smC sWimminG and divinG

GRANT TOBIN | The Observer

Belles senior Genevieve Spittler competes during Saint Mary’s 152-50 victory over Defiance on Nov. 12, 2011. 
The Belles look to improve their ninth-place standing in the Calvin Winter Invitational on Friday at 6 p.m.

Saint Mary’s finishes first day in ninth

smC basketball

By BRENDAN BELL
sports writer

after falling to adrian college 
66-58 wednesday night, saint 
mary’s will try to rebound and 
break its three-loss skid during 
saturday’s game against olivet 
college. The belles (2-4, 0-1 
miaa) opened up their miaa 
conference schedule with an 
eight-point loss to the bulldogs 
(1-3, 1-0). saint mary’s found it-
self trailing by 16 points with 
15 minutes remaining in the 
game.  belles head coach Jennifer 
henley said she was proud of her 
team’s performance, but also said 
they need to get better starts in 
order to prevent playing from 
behind.“my team had a great sec-
ond half against adrian,” henley 
said. “They never quit during the 
game despite being down 16. we 
need to do a better job with our 
decision-making on the offensive 
end to start the first half.”

saint mary’s junior guard 
shanlynn bias lead the way for 
the belles in the losing effort, 
scoring a career-high 20 points, 
but it was not enough in the sec-
ond half to close the large deficit.

The belles now turn their at-
tention to an experienced olivet 
team coming off a win over Trine 
college in its miaa opener. Junior 
guard kelsey campbell led olivet 
(3-1, 1-0) with 22 points in the win 
and is averaging double-digits 
this season. according to henley, 
the belles will look to contain the 
comet’s shooters, as well as their 
high-powered offense in the post.

“olivet is a veteran team who 
scores a lot points in the paint,” 
henley said. “They will look to 
spread the floor and take you off 
the drive.”

henley continued to stress 
the importance of defense in the 
game on saturday, as the belles 
will need to keep the game close 
and give themselves a chance 
in the second half. “They have 
a few kids that can knock down 
the ‘3,’ so we need to be sure we 
find their shooters on a kick out,” 
henley said.

saint mary’s will host olivet on 
saturday, with action beginning 
at 3 p.m. in the angela athletic 
facility.

Contact Brendan Bell at  
bbell2@nd.edu

Belles take on 
veteran team

Please recycle
The Observer.

they played. They grounded us 
and that’s how we play when we 
get up.”

notre dame held kentucky’s 
top two scorers, goodwin (19 
points per game) and poythress 
(18.4 points per game), to six 
points on 2-for-8 combined 
shooting. poythress ran into foul 
trouble after picking up two fouls 
just over five minutes into the 
game. 

The irish went into halftime 
with a 36-25 lead on a 30-13 run, 
hitting nine of their last 10 shots 
as kentucky went six minutes 
without a field goal. notre dame 
held an 18-11 rebounding edge 
and a 20-12 advantage in points 
in the paint in the first half.

“my whole thing is you can 
play poorly and still defend and 
compete,” kentucky coach John 
calipari said. “in other words, 
two teams just battling it out 
and notre dame wins. This 
is not what this was. This was 
notre dame throwing around 
kentucky and winning.”

down by as much as 20 in the 
second half, the wildcats went 
on an 8-1 run with 9:41 left be-
hind two 3-pointers from gradu-
ate student guard Julius mays 
and tenacious defense from 
the six-foot-ten noel. mays led 
kentucky with 16 points on 4-of-
6 shooting from beyond the arc 

while noel added 10 points and 
seven rebounds.

with 2:35 left in the game, 
noel cut the lead to 10 with a 
powerful dunk over his defend-
er, but notre dame scored four 
straight points on layups from 
cooley and atkins to seal the up-
set victory.

The irish had four scorers in 
double-figures, including grant 
(13 points) and freshman for-
ward cameron biedscheid (10 
points), while graduate student 
forward scott martin added 
eight second-half points.

The win, notre dame’s fourth 
in eight days, gives brey his 

third-straight win over a top-10 
opponent in his 400th game as 
irish head coach.

“i’m really proud of our group,” 
brey said. “we really prepared 
like an experienced team the past 
two days. i though we played like 
an experienced group, defended 
excellently for 40 minutes and 
got into our offensive rhythm 
when we really needed to.

“something for us to build 
on, but we need a little bit of rest 
now because that’s been a busy 
stretch for us.”

Contact Andrew Gastelum at 
agastel1@nd.edu

Cooley
conTinued from page 18

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Irish junior guard Eric Atkins drives to the basket during Notre 
Dame’s 64-50 victory over No. 8 Kentucky on Thursday. 
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By JOE WIRTH and                    
LAURA COLETTI
sports writers

The irish look to bounce back 
from their current three-game 
losing streak as they open up 
ncaa Tournament play on 
friday against ohio st.

before their latest slide, the 
irish were one of the hottest 
teams in the country. They 
had won 11 straight games and 
finished third in the big east 
standings. 

The buckeyes will provide a 
formidable challenge. They are 
currently ranked no. 14 in the 
country and finished in fourth 
place in the big 10. 

Junior outside hitter andrea 
mchugh said making the tour-
nament is a great accomplish-
ment, but the team’s work is far 
from finished. 

“This is a step in the right di-
rection,” mchugh said. “making 
the tournament has been one of 
our goals this season, but we are 
not satisfied with just making it, 
we want to go deep into it.”

This season marks the first 
time the irish have made the 
tournament since 2009. The 

current seniors were freshman 
on that team and their influence 
down the stretch of the season 
has helped the team get over the 
hump and into the tournament. 

“both our seniors, marie 
[roof] and hilary [eppink] are 
really proud of the team for mak-
ing it to the ncaa’s and want to 
finish the season and their own 
careers on a high note,” mchugh 
said.

The buckeyes have an upper-
classmen-leaden and are led by 
senior mari hole who leads the 
team in kills with 331 and has 
a 4.36 kills per set ratio. Junior 
kaitlyn leary is also a key con-
tributor with 243 total kills on 
the season and a 3.20 kills per 
set ratio.

“ohio state is a very good 
team,” mchugh said. “They have 
a lot of experience and are domi-
nant on the pins. it is going to be 
crucial for us to stop both their 
outsides and their talented right 
side.

“because ohio state is a domi-
nant pin hitting team, we have 
been focusing on playing de-
fense against the outside as well 
as setting up a solid double block 
on the pins.”

although the season did not 
end the way they envisioned, 
mchugh said the irish look at 
the tournament as a tremendous 
opportunity to make a name for 
themselves.

“we have nothing to lose,” 

mchugh said. “it is a great op-
portunity for us to upset teams 
and surprise a lot of people. it’s 
tournament time and anything 
can happen…go big or go home.”

The irish will tipoff against 
the buckeyes friday at 5 p.m. at 

memorial coliseum on the cam-
pus of the university of kentucky 
in lexington, ky.

Contact Joe Wirth at                    
jwirth@nd.edu and Laura 
Coletti at lcoletti@nd.edu

nd Women’s divinG

divers compete 
with small squad

By VICKY JACOBSEN
sports writer

while the notre dame wom-
en’s swimmers get a weekend 
away from action, the div-
ers will be facing some of the 
country’s best competition at 
the hawkeye invitational.

although the university of 
iowa is hosting both swim-
ming and diving events, the 
irish are only sending five div-
ers: seniors Jenny chiang and 
kimmie lisiak, sophomores 
allison casareto and molly 
geraghty and freshman emma 
gabourty.

lisiak said competing as a 
split squad won’t adversely af-
fect the divers this weekend.

“competing away from the 
swimmers won’t be to differ-
ent because we don’t practice 
with them,” lisiak said. “we do 
check in with each other so we 
know how our team is doing. it 
is important to support all of 
our teammates, swimmers and 
divers alike. we’re one team no 
matter how many states we are 
away from each other.”

no. 22 michigan, denver, 
nebraska, northwestern,  
washington state, and 
wisconsin-milwaukee will all be 
sending athletes to the meet, 
and there will be 36 partici-
pants in the women’s diving 
events.

“right now michigan is no. 1 
in the country [in diving] so it 
will definitely be tough compe-
tition,” lisiak said. 

iowa hosted the big Ten 
championships last season, 
and lisiak said the universi-
ty’s facilities make events held 
there much more enjoyable.

“i am really excited for 
this meet,” lisiak said. “The 
hawkeyes’ pool is one of the 
nicest and newest pools in the 
country, and i love their diving 
well.”

The irish have been working 
on new dives in this first por-
tion of their season, and they 
are using this meet as an op-
portunity to practice and eval-
uate their progress so far.

“our team has been work-
ing really hard [at] learning 
new dives, many if which will 
be competed this weekend,” 
lisiak said. “as we mature 
through the season, compet-
ing these new dives is a great 
way to practice for champion-
ship season in february.”

The irish will dive into the 
three-day competition at the 
university of iowa’s campus 
recreation and wellness 
center pool on friday. meet 
events begin at 10 a.m. c.s.T. 
each day.

Contact Vicky Jacobsen at             
vjacobse@nd.edu

Dyer leads Irish to Iowa
men’s sWimminG and divinG

Observer Staff Report

notre dame will travel to 
iowa this weekend to partake 
in the hawkeye invitational 
in the wellness center pool 
at the university of iowa.

The invitational will serve 
as the final meet of the fall 
season for the irish (5-0), 
who will look to continue 
thier winning streak.

four other teams will join 
the irish in iowa, includ-
ing denver, wisconsin-
milwalkee and host team 
iowa.  no. 1 ranked and de-
fending hawkeye invitational 
champions michigan will 

round out the field.
The irish finished in third 

place at last years hawkeye 
invitational, and will look to 
improve on that result this 
year.  

notre dame has been led 
this year by all american ju-
nior swimmer frank dyer. 
dyer has already won multi-
ple awards this year, includ-
ing ncaa division i men’s 
swimmer of the week for 
november 14th to go along 
with back-to-back big east 
athlete of the week awards 
for the weeks of november 
7th and november 14th.

The irish have also relied 

on sophomore diver nick 
nemetz for results in the div-
ing competition. nemetz has 
delivered, winning both the 
one-meter and 3-meter dives 
multiple times for the irish 
this year.

This will be the last meet 
for notre dame until af-
ter winter break.  The irish 
will return to competition 
January 18th at cleveland 
state.

notre dame will look to 
keep its win streak alive when 
they take on the field at the 
iowa hawkeye invitational 
starting at 6 p.m. on friday 
night.

nd volleyball 

LILY KANG  | The Observer

Irish sophomore defensive specialist Kathleen Severyn serves as teammates watch during Notre Dame’s 
3-1 victory over St. John’s on Oct. 7. The Irish will face the Buckeyes on Friday at 5 p.m. 

McHugh to focus on defense against Buckeyes

Write Sports.
Email Chris at  
callen10@nd.edu
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By MATTHEW ROBISON
sports writer

The irish do not like pleasant 
mountains. 

Twice no. 5 notre dame has 
played road games in cities 
named mount pleasant, and 
twice the irish (5-0, 0-0 big 
east) have narrowly escaped 
with a victory. notre dame 
started sluggishly against 
central michigan on Thursday, 
but hung on for a 72-63 win in 
mount pleasant, mich. Their 
first trip to mount pleasant 
resulted in a tight 57-51 win 
over ohio state in the carrier 

classic in mount pleasant, s.c.
“[central michigan is] a re-

ally good team,” irish coach 
muffet mcgraw said. “They 
play well at home. They get 
up for big games. They had 
a great crowd, it was a great 
atmosphere.”

senior guard skylar diggins 
led all scorers with 25 points 
and added four rebounds and 
four assists. she was the offen-
sive and defensive catalyst for 
the irish all night.

“she was just amazing,” 
mcgraw said. “she knew ex-
actly what to do in late-game 
situations. she attacked the 

rim, she got to the foul line. 
everything you would want 
your point guard to do, she did 
it.”

diggins shot 12-14 from the 
free throw line. 

Junior forward natalie 
achonwa recorded another 
double-double with 11 points 
and 10 rebounds. perhaps 
most surprising was the play 
of junior forward ariel braker, 
who had a breakout perfor-
mance with 10 points and eight 
rebounds.

“i thought ariel really played 
well,” mcgraw said. “There 
just were so many times when 

i wanted her in the game and 
needed her during the game for 
her defense, for her rebound-
ing. i think that was, without 
question, her best game of the 
season.”

notre dame faces baylor on 
dec. 5 in purcell pavilion in a 
rematch of the 2012 national 
championship game in which 
the irish fell 80-61. with the 
ucla game and the much-an-
ticipated grudge match book-
ending Thursday’s game, the 
irish could easily have over-
looked the chippewas (2-3, 0-0 
mid-american conference).

but mcgraw did not think 
her team did so. instead, she 
said her relatively young squad 
faced its first true road test, 
and its inexperience showed. 
because of the football team’s 
game against usc the day 
after the ucla game, notre 
dame had a huge fan presence 
in pauley pavilion. so notre 
dame didn’t quite get the road 
game atmosphere.

“it was a road game, but with 
all the people out there for the 
football game we had a pretty 
good crowd,” mcgraw said. 
“This was the first really true 
crowd getting into the game. i 
think it threw us a little bit.”

while diggins, achonwa 
and braker handled the hostile 
road environment, the young-
er members of the team did not 
fare so well. freshman guard 

Jewell loyd was averaging 14 
points per game coming into 
Thursday’s contest, but she 
managed only seven points on 
3-for-9 shooting. sophomore 
guard madison cable did not 
score during her 16 minutes 
on the court, missing all five of 
her shots.

“we looked a little young at 
times,” mcgraw said. “we had 
some people in that sort of sit-
uation for the first time. skylar 
stepped up and made big plays 
when she had to. we could 
have been a little better, but it’s 
a good win on the road.”

late in the second half, notre 
dame went on a run to stretch 
the lead and it held on. The 
man-to-man defense was not 
effective, so the irish switched 
to a zone.

“we went into a ‘2-3’ in the 
second half,” mcgraw said. “i 
thought the zone was good. 
we played it a little bit and we 
found the shooters. we were 
about to contain the shooters

baylor is up next for the irish, 
and if they’re going to beat the 
no. 2 lady bears, they’ll need 
to shore up their defense.

“we need to work on our 
man-man-defense,” mcgraw 
said.

The irish face baylor on dec. 
5 in purcell pavilion at 7 p.m.

Contact Matthew Robison at 
mrobison@nd.edu

By SAM GANS
sports writer

after a hard-fought split 
against north dakota last 
weekend, the no. 6 irish re-
turn to ccha action when 
they host lake superior state 
this weekend.

notre dame (9-4-0, 5-1-0-0 
ccha) will face a laker squad 
that is also coming off a split 
last weekend against ohio 
state. lake superior state (7-
7-0, 4-4-0-0) has split every 
series this season.

irish coach Jeff Jackson said 
the lakers are a better team 
than the one that finished 
seventh in the ccha a season 
ago.

“They’re a team that could 
have legitimately finished in 
the top half of our conference.  
i think they’ve got good goal-
tending, they’ve got a solid 
defensive corps and they’re 
getting some good scoring 
throughout the lines, so i 
don’t want to look at them any 
different than we have any 
opponent we’ve played here 
in the last month,” Jackson 
said. “They’re just as much 
of a threat as anybody we’ve 
played, because that’s the way 

our league is. 
“There’s no easy outs, and 

plus we have to prove we can 
play well at home consistently, 
that’s the other big challenge, 
so to me it’s a lot more about 
us than it is about them.”

The irish are coming off 
weekends during which they 
played big names boston 
college, michigan and north 
dakota consecutively. Jackson 
said he hopes his squad will 
not take the lakers lightly.

“i’m relying on the fact that 
this was a different year than 
it was a year ago,” Jackson 
said. “The three points on 
friday night mean as much 
to them as the three points 
at yost mean to them. and if 
we don’t, we get beat and we 
learn more lessons. but i’m 
hoping that this year’s team 
is different in that approach, 
because that was kind of our 
‘m.o.’ last year. we could play 
a great game against boston 
college or boston university 
and lose games that we prob-
ably shouldn’t lose. 

“so hopefully we’ve grown 
up a bit and that we’re bet-
ter prepared a bit to respond 
and play our game at the same 
level against any opponent. 

as far as i’m concerned, lake 
superior’s a great name. 
They’ve won a lot more na-
tional championships right 
now than notre dame has, 
so i’m not looking at them 
lightly.”

This weekend’s series will 
mark the first time the lakers 
have visited the compton 
family ice arena, as the irish 
traveled to lake superior state 
last season. it will also be the 
final regular-season ccha 
matchup between the two 
teams as the ccha disbands 
next season.

Jackson, who led the lakers 
to two national champion-
ships as head coach in the 
early 1990s, said he feels more 
emotion than most other 
games when the irish face the 
lakers.

“i still have friends that are 
part of the staff and the ad-
ministration, the radio an-
nouncer,” he said. “i have a lot 
of great friends up there and 
i still have some close ties to 
the university, and i want to 
see them do well when we’re 
not playing them. i still root 
for them … it’s a tiny little 
school that did some incred-
ible things in the ’90s and late 

’80s.”
Jackson also noted soph-

omore right wing austin 
wuthrich likely will not play 
this weekend. wuthrich was 
scratched from saturday’s 
game against north dakota 
with an upper-body injury 
and, as of wednesday, had not 
practiced this week.

The irish and lakers are set 
to face off in a two-game se-
ries at the compton family ice 
arena this weekend. friday’s 
game starts at 7:35 p.m., while 
the puck drops saturday at 
7:05 p.m.

Contact Sam Gans at            
sgans@nd.edu

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Irish sophomore defenseman Robbie Russo attacks the goal during 
Notre Dame’s 3-1 loss to Boston College on Nov. 9. 

hoCkey

Jackson coaches against former team

LILY KHAN | The Observer

Irish sophomore guard Whitney Holloway shoots during Notre Dame’s 88-28 victory over Edinboro on Nov. 
1. The Irish continued their undefeated season Thursday with a 72-63 win over Central Michigan.

irish continue dominant streak
nd Women’s basketball | nd 72, cmu 63
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november.
The biggest knock on 

manziel is that he failed to im-
press against elite opponents 
more times than not. his per-
formance at alabama — 24-of-
31 for 345 total yards and two 
touchdowns — will go down in 
aggie lore, as it should.

it was a heisman moment 
against the top-ranked scor-
ing defense, but the problem is 
the rest of his résumé doesn�t 
shout, “heisman!”

outside of alabama, Texas 
a&m has played two elite op-
ponents this season. in his first 
collegiate start, manziel totaled 
233 yards and a rushing touch-
down at home against florida.

in the aggies’ second home 
loss of the season, Johnny 
football completed only 29 
of 56 passes for 276 yards and 
three interceptions against 
lsu. The Tiger defense also 
curtailed manziel’s rushing 
attack, holding him to 27 yards 
on 17 carries. his average yards 
per pass — 4.9 — and yards per 
rush — 1.6 — just didn’t cut it.

color me underwhelmed.
Thirteen of his 24 pass-

ing touchdowns came in 
four non-conference games 
against southern methodist, 
south carolina state, sam 
houston state and louisiana 
Tech. in sec play, he hurled 11 
touchdowns to six intercep-
tions — not exactly the type of 
digits you see out of heisman 
hopefuls. even 19 total rushing 
touchdowns aren’t enough to 
make up for that.

Te’o, on the other end, has 
played at a high level each week 

and saved his best performanc-
es for the biggest stage. he re-
corded two interceptions with 
a heavy heart under the lights 
against michigan as the irish 
rendered wolverines quarter-
back denard robinson useless 
en route to surrendering just six 
points.

in october, Te’o led the 
charge in the first of several 
noteworthy goal-line stands 
this season to secure a 20-13 
win against stanford. The 
cardinal, who can win the pac-
12 with a win this weekend, 
failed to reach the end zone on 
offense.

Two weeks later, he clinched 
a victory over oklahoma with 
a late interception of sooners 
quarterback landry Jones and 
added another in the season 
finale against usc, not to men-
tion another legendary goal-
line stand.

watching the irish play, 
you see the impact Te’o has 
on his teammates. without 
him, notre dame still has an 
excellent defense, but not an 
elite defense. not a national-
championship caliber defense. 
certainly not a legendary 
defense.

voters: This is a call to throw 
conventional wisdom out the 
window. The heisman winner 
need not be another quarter-
back. if the award stays true to 
its description, it will go to a 
defensive player this season.

it will go to manti Te’o.

Contact Andrew Owens at  
aowens@nd.edu 
   The views expressed in this 
column are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of The 
Observer.

potential championship 
matchup would look to be a 
low-scoring game. 

yes, on the field, there 
is not much to separate a 
notre dame-alabama game 
from a notre dame-georgia 
game. This much is certainly 
true — notre dame will be 
up against a wave of public 
opinion in favor of its sec 

opponent regardless of its 
identity. 

but it should hope to play 
alabama.

This is an alabama team 
coached by a man who is 
regarded with an aura befit-
ting a three-time national 
champion — nick saban. 
Just three weeks ago, many 
wondered aloud if alabama 
was good enough to beat 
an nfl team. The Tide are 
the reigning champs after 
a dominant 21-0 victory 
in last season’s title game. 

what could be a more fit-
ting way for notre dame to 
finish its ascension to the 
throne of the college foot-
ball universe than by taking 
the crown from saban and 
the Tide directly? if it is the 
bulldogs who show up to 
play the irish in miami, even 
a victory would have a small 
minority of doubters won-
dering, “what if?” 

The 2012 irish have shown 
they can line up across the 

field with the confidence to 
beat anybody. it’s time for 
them to show it by beating 
the best. a win by alabama 
on saturday sets up arguably 
the biggest game of the cen-
tury thus far. 

would the irish have it any 
other way?

Contact Chris Allen at  
callen10@nd.edu 
   The views expressed in this 
column are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of The 
Observer.

have a better performance than 
we had a year ago in atlanta,” richt 
said. “i think the celebration wasn’t 
quite as hard as it was a year ago.” 

The two teams did not play this 
year. crimson Tide coach nick 
saban said alabama will still know 
what to expect from the bulldogs.

“we’ve played against mark 
richt coached teams before,” 
saban said. “They’ve played 
against us before. even though it 
is different and they do have dif-
ferent players, philosophically, it’s 
not like they are completely differ-
ent than what you played against 
before.”

Junior quarterback aaron 
murray has thrown for 3,201 yards, 
30 touchdowns and seven inter-
ceptions this season. The bulldogs 
also use a pair of running backs 
on offense — except they are both 
freshmen.

running backs Todd gurley and 
keith marshall have combined 
for over 1,800 yards and provide a 
lightning and thunder combina-
tion, saban said.

“Todd is a little bit like our guys. 
he is big, physical, he can inside 
or outside, can make you miss. he 
also has power,” he said. “Their 
second guy is a very good back in 
all those regards, but he is a very 

fast guy, so there is a little change 
of pace there that the players have 
to be aware of.”

on defense, junior linebacker 
Jarvis Jones paces the bulldogs. 
despite missing two games, Jones 
has racked up 10.5 sacks and 72 
tackles.

“you certainly have to have a 
plan to try and help the players 
that have to block him, so hope-
fully he can’t just get in one on one 
situation where it’s a difficult cir-
cumstance for somebody,” saban 
said. “That’s part of the planning 
that you need to do. There have 

been games this year where he has 
made a phenomenal amount of 
plays, like sacks causing fumbles.”

irish senior linebacker manti 
Te’o said he will be watching the 
game to get a sneak peek at his next 
opponent.

“i’ll enjoy it as a fan and as a fu-
ture opponent,’’ Te’o said. ‘‘Just 
watching them and how they work 
and tendencies. my main thing 
is finding out who we’re going to 
play.’’

Contact Matthew DeFranks at 
mdefrank@nd.edu

Georgia
conTinued from page 20

alabama
conTinued from page 20

on-field performance and 
community service. Two 
days later, he will head to 
buena vista, fla., for the 
home depot college football 
awards where he is a finalist 
for the maxwell award for 
most outstanding player and 
the chuck bednarik award 
for defensive player of the 
year. The trip culminates in 
a return trip to new york city 
for the heisman Trophy cer-
emony on dec. 8, pending an 
expected invitation.

but the captain said his 
main focus since ending 
the season 12-0 has been on 
something entirely different.

“my attention has been on 
just taking advantage of ev-
ery day,” he said. “all i have 
been thinking about is the 
time i have left at school with 
my peers, with my class-
mates. i’ll be gone all of next 
week so this is my last week 
of school. it’s just hard for me 
to realize it’s coming to an 
end, a beautiful end.”

Te’o’s main competition 
in the heisman race comes 
from Texas a & m freshman 
Johnny manziel, who is the 
first freshman to throw for 
3,000 yards and rush for 
1,000. but as far as Te’o is 
concerned, he remains a fan 
of ‘Johnny football.’ 

“i’ve seen Johnny manziel 
play,” Te’o said. “[he is a] 
dynamic player. really, re-
ally good playmaker. he can 
make something out of noth-
ing. he’s definitely someone 
that’s heisman material. i’m 
a real big fan.”

although he refrained from 
giving away his rooting inter-
est, Te’o said he will be a bal-
anced viewer of saturday’s 
sec championship game 
between no. 2 alabama and 
no. 3 georgia. The winner 
will meet notre dame in the 
bcs national championship 
game on Jan. 7.  

“i’ll enjoy it as a fan and as 
a future opponent,” he said. 
“i’ll just watch and learn and 
see how they work and their 
tendencies in that game. my 
main thing is finding out 
who we will play and get a 
sneak peek of what to look 
forward to.”

with his near-unprece-
dented four-year notre dame 
career coming to an end, Te’o 
said he will always share a 
special connection with his 
university.

“i love notre dame. i love 
this place. This place is 
definitely special. it’s not a 
school, it’s a family,” he said.  
“it’s a place you’ll always be 
connected with for the rest of 
my life. i wouldn’t want to be 
anywhere else and i couldn’t 
picture myself anywhere 
else.”

Contact Andrew Gastelum 
at agastel@nd.edu

AP

Georgia quarterback Aaron Murray directs his team against Georgia 
Tech during the second half of an NCAA college football game.

This is an Alabama team coached 
by a man who is regarded with an 
aura befitting a three-time national 
champion — Nick Saban. 

heisman
conTinued from page 20

award
conTinued from page 20

SARAH O’CONNOR | The Observer

Manti Te’o exhorts Notre Dame fans before the goal line stand at 
USC on Saturday. The Irish went on to win 22-13.
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By ANDREW GASTELUM
associate sports editor

when notre dame football is 
ranked no. 1 in the country, at-
tention to other sports comes 
sparingly. but for just one night, 
basketball reigned supreme.

in front of an electric sellout 
crowd at purcell pavilion, notre 
dame upset defending nation-
al champion no. 8 kentucky, 
64-50.

“it was just a special night. 
i think we were prepared for it 
and we just really wanted to play 
well,” said senior forward Jack 

cooley, who notched his third-
straight double-double with 13 
points and 11 rebounds. “with 
all the football stuff happening, 
we kind of want to make a state-
ment now that notre dame is 
going to beat the sec.”

Ten months after the irish 
upset no. 1 syracuse, heisman 
trophy candidate manti Te’o led 

the “blackout” crowd’s in rush-
ing the court after unranked 
notre dame (7-1) — 41-1 in its 
last 42 home games — held an 
inexperienced kentucky team 
averaging 85.2 points per game 
to its lowest scoring output in 
over six years.

“our crowd was definitely our 
sixth man tonight,” irish coach 
mike brey said. “That build-
ing was electric and having our 
football guys there was great, 
but it was a tough atmosphere to 
play in. when our atmosphere’s 
like that it’s hard to play, young 
or old it’s going to be tough to 
win here.”

Junior guard eric atkins led 
the charge for the irish, match-
ing a season high with 16 points 
on 7-for-9 shooting to go with 
four assists and three steals in 
38 minutes. The captain scored 
11 of the team’s first 15 points 
by the midway point of the first 
half. 

in his last three games, atkins 
has been a model of efficiency, 
recording 21 assists and just one 
turnover. with under 11 min-
utes to go in the first half, atkins 
knocked down a three from the 
wing to give the irish a lead they 
would never relinquish. 

“[Junior guard Jerian grant] 
really set me up early with a 
couple of curls and i got going,” 
atkins said. “so i just wanted to 
keep that up and keep myself 

rolling and it worked out … 
when i hit a few early, my con-
fidence was at a high. after that, 
i pretty much felt like i could do 
anything.”

after losing all five starters to 
the 2012 nba draft, the wildcats 
(4-2) came into the season 
ranked no. 3 in the country, led 
by three five-star freshman re-
cruits in forward nerlens noel, 
forward alex poythress and 
guard archie goodwin. but the 
wildcats shot 37.5 percent from 
the field in the first half, despite 
coming into the game leading 

the country in field goal per-
centage (55.8 percent).

“i expected that we wouldn’t 
play well. it is the first time out of 
the gate. i’m disappointed that 
we didn’t compete,” kentucky 

coach John calipari said. “[…] 
you have to give notre dame 
credit. what a great crowd, with 
their student body, and the way 

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Irish junior guard Eric Atkins charges down the court during Notre Dame’s 64-50 win over No. 8 Kentucky on 
Thursday. Senior forward Jack Cooley and junior guard Jerian Grant both had 13 points during the contest. 

men’s basketball | nd 64, kenTucky 50

Notre Dame defeats No. 8 Kentucky with ease

during pregame warm-ups, 
no. 8 kentucky practiced alley-
oops. They had high-bouncing 
h-o-r-s-e passes to slam and 
they had lobs above the rim. 
They pounded them home em-
phatically before getting em-
phatically pounded by the home 
team — a team no one had seen 
before.

notre dame, in its first mar-
quee contest of the season, took 
down the young defending 
champions 64-50, showing both 
notre dame fans and the nation 
who they really are.

The irish are a tough, savvy 
group of veterans. They are 
streaky 3-point shooters. They 
are masters of team defense. 
They are rugged rebounders.

and they are just getting 
started.

The irish, who came into the 
season ranked no. 22 after re-
turning all five starters from a 
22-win team, had not performed 
like that all season. They had let 
inferior teams hang around be-
fore blowing them out. They had 
lost to st. Joseph’s on the biggest 
stage they had. and they had not 
faced a team like the wildcats.

but that all changed Thursday 
night when the irish built a 
20-point lead on a top-10 team.

“This is the team we thought 
we were and this is the team we 
know we can be,” irish senior 
forward Jack cooley said. “we’re 
going to be this team going into 
the big east. it was good to see it 
for everyone to know that this is 
who we’re going to be and they 
have to come in prepared for 
this type of team.”

notre dame did not just win 
this game — they dominated. 
They led for 30 of the 40 min-
utes in the game and suffo-
cated the potent and talented 
wildcats.

each and every year, kentucky 
and coach John calipari rent 
first-round talent, trot them 
around the nation as show po-
nies and ride them to final four 
appearances. but this was not 
march. This was november, 
when freshmen still act like 
freshmen and inexperience on 
the road really shows.

but should this game really 
have been a surprise? yes, the 
irish had not performed at this 
level all season, it was kentucky 
and it was big, bad calipari. 
but, it was a home game in 
november (notre dame has 
now won 49 straight) and it was 
against a top-10 foe (the irish are 
4-0 in their last four meetings 
with such teams).

irish coach mike brey always 
seems to get his squad up for big 

games. Just look at notre dame’s 
win over syracuse in January, 
when they were a lowly big east 
team without its best player wel-
coming in the top-ranked team 
in the country. you know what 
happened next.

after the game, brey and the 
players did not act any differ-
ently. Their attitudes seemed 
unfazed by the big win and their 
egos seemed in check. They 
knew this team had to show up 
at some point, they expected it 
to.

so, no, it really should not 
come as a surprise the irish 
won. but the way they won was 
shocking.

They won without any points 
from pat connaghton and with 
only 13 assists. but they relied on 
their defense, their home crowd 
and their experience to perform 
the way everyone, including the 
team, expected them to.

notre dame sent a message 
during Thursday night’s win: 
this is who we are, big east, get 
ready. and they also sent one to 
opposing teams — do not prac-
tice alley-oops on our rims.

Contact Matthew DeFranks at 
mdefrank@nd.edu                                                                
 The views expressed in this 
column are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of The 
Observer.

irish win sends a message
Matthew DeFranks
associate sports editor

see cooley PaGe 14

“I expected that we 
wouldn’t play well. 
It is the first time 
out of the gate. 
I’m disappointed 
that we didn’t 
compete.”
John Calipari 
Kentucky coach
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CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: anna faris, 36; don cheadle, 48; andrew mc-
carthy, 50; howie mandel, 57.

Happy Birthday: partnerships can make or break you personally and profession-
ally. a willingness to try new things and to embrace those in need will enhance your 
reputation, giving you more power and higher rank over others. finding unique 
solutions and calling in favors will ensure you reach your goals. your numbers are 9, 
15, 24, 27, 31, 42, 47.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): listen to what’s being asked of you. don’t let anger take 
over. assess what you are dealing with and minimize any negativity by focusing on 
what you can accomplish and the people who are willing to work with you instead of 
against you.  

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): speak up. There is plenty you can do to secure your posi-
tion or find a new one. Traveling and communication will allow you to promote what 
you have to offer. educational pursuits add to your resume and lead to interesting 
connections. love is highlighted. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): someone from your past will help plug you into a good 
group of people in your chosen field. share your creative ideas. expose a plan you 
have and you are likely to get great input and a proposal as well. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): consider how you can earn more money. update your 
resume and discuss future prospects with people you have worked with. don’t let 
what others think or say deter you from doing what will make you happy. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take a closer look at your personal situation and you will dis-
cover something that may help you avoid a turn of events that will cost you emotion-
ally or financially. compromise can make a difference as long as it is reciprocated. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): step away from anyone pressuring you. Take a serious 
step toward making your life better. getting involved in an event that will enable you 
to meet new people will help you adjust to a new way of life. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): make a point to contact someone you want to get to know 
better. interacting with friends, new and old, and stepping out of your comfort zone 
will lead to an unusual change in the way you move forward or the lifestyle you 
choose to live. love is enhanced. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): money matters will cause uncertainty. an impulsive 
move to overcome your lack of funds will set you back. sticking to a budget and 
drumming up extra work will help relieve stress. Time is of the essence, so don’t 
procrastinate. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): size up any relationships that are causing you con-
cern. it’s time to weed out some of the people who are either costing you too much or 
causing you grief. be truthful regarding your motives and you will avoid an unsavory 
situation. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): do whatever is necessary to get ahead. live up to 
your promises and take control of whatever you face. you have everything to gain by 
speaking up and getting whatever troubles exist out in the open. it’s time to move 
forward. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): do what’s expected of you and you will avoid backlash. 
show responsibility and you will gain respect. change your living arrangements and 
you will make your environment less stressful. say less and do more. you will make a 
good impression.           

PISCES (Feb. 19- March 20): implement your ideas and plans. you can make some 
favorable changes at home that will influence your financial situation as well as your 
relationship with those you live with. romance and sharing with someone special 
will be fulfilling. 

Birthday Baby: you are aggressive, intent and challenging. you are secretive, produc-
tive and admired.
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when the heisman Trophy is awarded in 10 
days, yet another quarterback will probably 

step to the podium and be honored as col-
lege football’s most outstanding player.

but, like many before him, Johnny 
manziel won’t be deserving of the award.

yes, he is college football’s greatest of-
fensive player, but he isn’t college foot-

ball’s greatest player.
as irish coach brian kelly said at 

usc on saturday, the award should 
undergo a name change if irish senior 

linebacker manti Te’o doesn’t take home 
the hardware.

“if a guy like manti Te’o’s not going to win 
the heisman, they should just make it an 
offensive award and just give it to the offen-
sive player every year and let’s just cut to the 

chase,” kelly said. “he is the backbone of a 
12-0 football team that has proven itself each 
and every week.

“if the heisman Trophy is what it is, i just 
don’t know how manti Te’o is left out of that 

conversation.”
ever since Texas a&m toppled then-unbeat-

en alabama, there hasn’t even been much of 
a conversation. voters are so quick to sling 
their support behind an offensive player that 
the best remaining option is a freshman 
quarterback from a 10-2 football team.

This isn’t an attempt to diminish a wildly 
successful freshman year from ‘Johnny 
football,’ the game’s hottest name during 

By ANDREW GASTELUM
associate sports editor

all-american senior linebacker manti 
Te’o’s nation-stretching award show itiner-
ary resembles that of a movie star’s, with 
Te’o up for 14 different awards in college 
football. but the tour kicked off Thursday 
in the humblest of locales in south bend, as 
Te’o received the awards and recognition 
association’s sportsmanship award.

“it is hard to imagine a more deserv-
ing candidate of an award that carries the 
characteristics of this one than manti,” 
notre dame director of athletics Jack 
swarbrick said.  “preeminent sports 
brands are rare. even rarer is an athlete 
that perfectly captures the essence of a 
sports program.

“we have been incredibly privileged at 
the university of notre dame during the 
past four years culminating in this year to 
have a student-athlete who so perfectly 
captures the values of this institution.”

for Te’o, the award was as much a 
complement to his work off the field as 
it was on the field.

“it definitely means a lot to me. i 
draw comparisons to my eagle scout 
award,” he said. “This is something that 
is focused on football or my athletic 
ability, it is something that is focused 
on the individual and who they are as a 
person.”

Te’o’s circuit includes a trip to new york 
on dec. 4 for the campbell award ceremo-
ny, given to a player combining academics, 

Football 

Manti for Heisman?
Te’o earned the Heisman over Manziel 

in season’s biggest moments
Linebacker continues to fill trophy 

case with national awards

see award PaGe 17

Andrew Owens
assistant managing editor

see heisman PaGe 17

alabama and georgia seek sec championship

for a 12-0 campaign, 2012 
has really been the year of 
“can’t” for notre dame.

it started with michigan 
state — can’t stop le’veon bell. 
Then it kept going. can’t beat 
denard robinson. can’t cover 
miami’s receivers. can’t be 
physical with stanford. can’t 
contain landry Jones. can’t 
go into the coliseum and beat 
usc.

all those things the irish 
were told they couldn’t do, but 
they sit at 12-0.

with one more test re-
maining before glory, notre 
dame should hope to play 
alabama in the bcs national 
championship game. The 
irish will be up against the 
biggest “can’t” they have faced 

all season — beat the mighty 
crimson Tide and there will be 
no one left to impress.

from the very second the 
clock ran out against usc and 
the irish knew they would 
be playing in the national 
championship, the eyes of 
most of the fan base turned to 
the georgia dome in atlanta 
for the eagerly anticipated 
matchup between sec pow-
ers alabama and georgia. 
The same media naysayers 
who have doubted the irish 
ascension all season have 
anointed the winner of the 
sec championship game the 
sure winner of the matchup 
with the irish on Jan. 7. by 
beating either the bulldogs 
or the crimson Tide, notre 
dame would complete what 
many would call a big upset. 
but while georgia is a worthy 
opponent, beating alabama 

would be a fitting end to a sto-
rybook season.

on the field, there are some 
striking similarities between 
the two potential sec oppo-
nents. both have impressive 
junior signal-callers — bama’s 
a.J. mccarron and georgia’s 
aaron murray would be among 
the best quarterbacks notre 
dame has faced all season. 
both, like the irish, have a sta-
ble of running backs that split 
the load and keep each other 
fresh in the backfield. georgia’s 
freshman duo of Todd gurley 
and keith marshall will give 
the irish coaching staff fits 
if the bulldogs are to prevail 
and move on to miami. both 
have stout defenses — though 
alabama’s was exposed by 
manti Te’o’s main heisman 
competition — and either 
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on saturday afternoon at 4 
p.m., no. 1 notre dame will be 
700 miles away from the game 
with the most impact on them 
— the sec championship game 
between no. 2 alabama and no. 
3 georgia.

The irish (12-0) have secured 
their spot in the bcs national 
championship game in miami 
on Jan.7 and the sec champion 
figures to grab the other spot.

“it’s a game that i think every-
body across the country wants 
to watch,” bulldogs coach mark 
richt said. “of course, this game 
in particular, because every-
body’s sitting there saying that 
the winner is going to go play for 
the national championship.

“The last six or seven years, 
the winner (of this game) has 
gone on to play for the national 

championship, so it’s not all that 
new.”

The crimson Tide (11-1, 7-1 
sec) held the top spot in the 
rankings for the first 11 weeks of 
the college football season be-
fore losing 29-24 to then-no. 15 
Texas a&m. alabama’s defense 
ranks first in the country in scor-
ing, yielding only 9.3 points per 
game.

alabama, led on offense by ju-
nior quarterback a.J. mccarron, 
junior running back eddie lacy 
and freshman running back T.J. 
yeldon, won the national title a 
year ago despite not even playing 
in the sec championship game.

georgia (11-1, 7-1), meanwhile, 
lost to lsu last season 42-10 in 
the very game they’re in this 
weekend.

“i think they’re hungry for 
some more, and we just want to 

Squaring off with Alabama in Miami would make this 
improbable season complete

Crimson Tide, Bulldogs face off in de 
facto national semifinal game
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