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Forerunners reflect on early steps to coeducation
Her lOyal dauGHters

By KRISTEN DURBIN
news editor

Editor’s note: This is the first 
in a five-day series discuss-
ing the role of women at Notre 
Dame and Saint Mary’s, in 
honor of the 40th anniversary 
of coeducation at the University 
this year.

The current academic year 
marks the 40th anniversary of 
coeducation at notre dame, 
but a number of catholic 
sisters and laywomen pur-
sued graduate degrees at the 
university long before under-
graduate women were first ad-
mitted in 1972. 

often unheralded as alumna 
of our lady’s university, these 
women received doctorates 

Graduate students 
paved way for 

women on campus

Alums recall 
effects of proposed 

merger in ‘71

By JILLIAN BARWICK  
and KAITLYN RABACH
saint mary’s editor and  

news writer

Editor’s note: This is the first in 
a five-day series discussing the 
role of women at Notre Dame 
and Saint Mary’s, in honor of the 
40th anniversary of coeducation 
at the University this year.

as notre dame celebrates 
40 years of coeducation, saint 
mary’s alumnae still remember 
a time when the two schools 
considered merging to create 
one catholic college for both 
men and women under the 
holy cross order. 

while the merger fell apart 
in 1971, college archivist John 
kovach said he believes the 

Observer File Photo

Top left:  A  nun studies in a workshop class; Bottom left: A Saint Mary’s nun sets up books in Hesburgh 
Library; On right: Saint Mary’s students express their displeasure with Notre Dame’s decision to prevent a 
merger in 1971 despite the close association of the two institutions. 

professor reviews 
global commons
By CHRISTIAN MYERS
news writer

Questions of property 
and ownership are central 
to human history, and leo 
burke, director of integral 
leadership at the mendoza 
college of business and the 
global commons initiative, 
said he believes the concept 
of common ownership will 
be increasingly important 
in the future.

burke gave a lecture en-
titled “global commons” as 
part of the “10 years hence” 
lecture series Friday in 
the Jordan auditorium of 
the mendoza college of 
business.

burke said it was impor-
tant to understand the idea 
of commons, goods and re-
sources shared by commu-
nities for common benefit, 
in order to make informed 
decisions regarding 

global issues with major 
consequences. 

“The world 10 years from 
now is going to be dramati-
cally different, you’ll barely 
recognize it,” burke said. 
“one of the questions as a 
business school, as a uni-
versity, as citizens that we 
have to face is: what kind 
of world do we want to un-
fold? do we want a world 
that works for everyone? 
do we want a world that is 
restricted?” 

burke said the role of the 
commons in shaping this 
future lies in finding ways 
for the commons and the 
current capitalist, free-
market system to work in 
concert.

“Things that we share 
together are commons, 
things with historical laws 
and traditions of private 

Capital Campaign begins
By JILLI A N BARW ICK
sa int ma r y’s editor

on Friday, saint mar y’s 
publical ly launched “Faith 
a lways, action now,” its 
largest endow ment cam-
paign yet, hoping to raise 
$ 80 mil l ion for scholarships, 
professorships, academic 
programs and campus reno-
vation projects. 

at a launch event Friday, 
college president carol ann 
mooney said she was pleased 
w ith the progress the cam-
paign has made since 2007, 
when saint mar y’s opened 
the campaign privately and 
began accepting pledges. 
since then, the campaign 
has reached 75 percent of its 
goal. 

“The plan that was de-
veloped and approved back 
then formed the basis for 
this campaign,” mooney 
said. “so there was w ide-
spread campus and board 
and alum consultation into 
that strategic plan. The 

people we had been work-
ing w ith through the quiet 
phase of the event are ver y 
excited and pumped up that 
we are going to be making 
huge steps for ward.”

mooney said the campaign 
name is meant to convey the 
ongoing commitment to ad-
vancing the ownership can 

STEPH WULZ | The Observer
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Corrections
The observer regards itself as 
a professional publication and 
strives for the highest standards 
of journalism at all times. we do, 
however, recognize that we will make 
mistakes. if we have made a mistake, 
please contact us at (574) 631-4541 so 
we can correct our error.
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TODAY

Monday

“How We Might Live”
Bond Hall
4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Presentation by 
muralist D. Jeffrey 
Mims.

CCHR Symposium
Hesburgh Center
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
Film screening 
addressing human 
rights and child labor.

Tuesday

Bengal Bouts 
Semifinals
Joyce Center
6 p.m.-10 p.m.
The men’s boxing 
tournament continues. 

Four:7 Catholic 
Fellowship
Cavanaugh Hall
8:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.
Student-led Catholic 
fellowship. 

Wednesday

Women’s Lacrosse
Arlotta Stadium
6 p.m.
The Irish face off 
against the  Ohio State 
Buckeyes. 

Renee D’Aoust 
reading
Eck Visitors Center
7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m,
Presentation by author 
Renee D’Aoust.

Thursday

Women’s  Tennis
Eck Tennis Pavilion
5 p.m.-7 p.m.
The Irish take on 
Western Michigan 
Broncos.

“Prayers in Islam”
Coleman-Morse 
Center
7 p.m.
Discussion led by Dr. A. 
Rashied Omar. 

Friday

“The Problem with 
Stereotypes”
Flanner Hall
3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
Irish Studies lecture by 
professor Clair Wills.

Bengal Bouts Finals
Purcell Pavilion 
6 p.m.-10 p.m.
The men’s boxing 
tournament crowns its 
champions. 

SUZANNA PRATT | The Observer

Residents of Keenan Hall dance to Maroon 5’s “One More Night” in the Keenan Revue on Thursday night in Stepan Center. The      
annual comedy show, which ran this weekend, simultaneously celebrates and pokes fun at life at Notre Dame. 

Have a question you want answered? 
Email obsphoto@gmail.com

Want your event included here?
Email obsnews.nd@gmail.com

Question of the Day:

the next five Days:

What is the weirdest food you have ever eaten?

Janie Goodson
freshman
walsh hall

“i had armadillo once.”

Grantland Over
freshman
alumni hall

“Fried alligator.”

Darby Mountford
freshman
walsh hall

“chocolate-covered ants.”

Emily Bedell
freshman
walsh hall

“one time, i ate jellyfish.”

Annie Flynn
freshman
walsh hall

“sea urchin.”

Clayton Conroy
freshman
alumni hall

“i don’t eat weird food.”
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college’s mission.
“certainly the ‘action 

now’ is because that’s what 
we want now, we want peo-
ple to come for ward and 
recognize that it’s their re-
sponsibi l it y, it’s a l l of our 
responsibi l it y,” she said. 
“The ‘Faith a lways’ is to re-
assure people that a lthough 
we are working hard to 
make saint mar y’s relevant 
and contemporar y, we are 
not abandoning that, which 
is our bedrock.”

w hile $20 mil l ion of the 
campaign’s funds w il l go 
to scholarships and grants 
for students at the college, 
approx imately $26.5 mil-
l ion w il l be dedicated to 
enhancing the academic 
and athletic faci l it ies on 
campus. 

“Through the cam-
paign, the college seeks 

funds to expand and up-
grade the a ngela athletic 
and wellness complex to 
meet students’ needs to-
day,” a press release stated. 
“w hen the angela athletic 
faci l it y was built in 1977, 
far fewer women played col-
legiate sports. meanwhile, 
the demand for f itness has 
increased.” 

a broad deliberation pro-
cess determined the delega-
tion of funds raised through 
the campaign, mooney said. 

“There was a strategic 
plan steering committee,” 
mooney said. “as i devel-
oped that plan, i held l is-
tening sessions w ith ever y 
employee on the campus, 
l istening sessions w ith the 
classes of students on cam-
pus, w ith a lums and coun-
ci ls as well. of course, then, 
you had to pick amongst the 
things in the plan that we 
thought could get funded 
and how much we thought 

we could get raised.”
emcee lindsey anderson, 

a 2007 a lumna and now op-
era singer, shared her ex-
periences as a bel le during 
Friday’s launch event to em-
phasize the importance of 
the college’s endow ment. 

“These stories we see to-
night, w ithout f inancial 
a id, several of these sto-
ries would not have been 
told,” anderson said. “some 
of these women would not 
be here. i know i wouldn’t. 
Financial a id helped make 
a l l of this possible for me 
and i am so grateful. There 
are so many people here to-
night whose generous gif ts 
have made so much possible 
for so many of us.”

anderson cal led upon 
the a lumnae communit y to 
continue in this ef fort.

“now we should take our 
cue from them and build on 
our support through faith 
and action, the touchstones 

of the campaign,” she said. 
“because if the world is 
to have more saint mar y’s 
women, and we agree on the 
w isdom of that idea, then 

the help must come from 
saint mar y’s women.”

seniors si lv ia cuevas, 
mar y bev i lacqua, Toni 
marstel ler and carla leal 

a lso shared their experience 
of saint mar y’s in v ideo 
messages played through-
out the event. 

“saint mar y’s is a chal-
lenging school,” bev i lacqua, 
a dual-degree art and chem-
istr y student, said. “it chal-
lenges you and pushes you 
in both the [science] and art 
worlds. i w il l miss the sense 
of communit y the most. we 
a lways st ick together and 
help each other out.”

cuevas, a business ad-
ministration major, ex-
pressed similar sentiments 
about the college during 
her v ideo clip in which she 
told her stor y of being a f irst 
generation student. 

“i knew strongly i wanted 
to be a saint mar y’s wom-
an,” cuevas said. “a saint 
mar y’s woman is someone 
who is bold and not afraid 
to ask questions.”  

marstel ler, a histor y and 
theatre major, said her col-

lege experience outside 
the classroom has been a 
rewarding one.  

“college is a t ime where 
you question faith,” 
marstel ler said. “it is 
sometimes hard to con-
nect to that. being at saint 
mar y’s, i have learned 
about opening myself up 
to new experiences and 
new people. it has been 
more than i could have 
imagined for my col lege 
experience.”

leal, a psycholog y and 
communicative disorders 
major, was the 2012 recip-
ient of the saint catherine 
medal, which is awarded 
to a sophomore or junior 
who has demonstrated 
high standards of person-
al excel lence and scholar-
ship and has contributed 
to the college communit y 
in the spirit of christ ian 
leadership. 

“i decided to become 
a speech pathologist be-
cause communit y is a part 
of ever yone,” leal said 
in her v ideo clip. “i am 
so happy i came to saint 
mar y’s. w hen i received 
my acceptance letter, i 
just knew.”

student body president 
maureen parsons said 
sharing students’ and 
graduates’ diverse experi-
ences at the launch event 
was a powerful reminder 
of the opportunit ies af-
forded at the college. 

“hearing some of the sto-
ries was my favorite part? ” 
parsons said. “ever yone 
has a stor y about how they 
got here, why they stayed 
here, what they’ve done 
while they’ve been here, 
and i think hearing some 
of those stories has been 
real ly fun. know ing that 
we each have our unique 
stor y but we are a l l saint 
mar y’s women is real ly 
cool that connects us.”

Contact Jillian Barwick at  
jbarwi01@saintmarys.edu

Campaign
conTinued From page 1

“Because if the 
world is to have 
more Saint Mary’s 
women, and 
we agree on the 
wisdom of that 
idea, then the 
help must come 
from Saint Mary’s 
women.”
Lindsey Anderson 
2007 alumna



paid adverTisemenT



paid adverTisemenT

paid adverTisemenT

ndsmcobserver.com | MONday, february 25, 2013 | The observer 5News

Follow us on Twitter.
@ObserverNDSMC

be owned privately,” burke 
said. “some stuff we need 
to own, some stuff we can’t 
own and some stuff we need 
to talk about. The commons 
have characteristics that you 
might say complement the 
market. That will be impor-
tant going forward. we have 
to be able to have commons 
structures that coexist with 
private property.”

in explaining the con-
cept of commons, burke 
structured his presentation 
around five key words: an-
cient, diverse, commoning, 
stewardship and enclosure.

he said the f irst two are 
attributes of commons — 
commons are ancient and 
diverse. he offered water 
as one example of an an-
cient commons, citing the 
roman law of water usage 
under the code of Justinian. 
as examples of the diversity 

among commons, he men-
tioned languages, family 
recipes, miT’s open course-
ware, linux and community 
gardens. 

burke said the next word, 
commoning, is the action 
of sharing together in com-
mons. he said the modern 
examples of commons dem-
onstrate that commoning is 
found in collaborative ef-
forts for common benefit.

“people are f inding com-
mon grounds to serve the 
common good,” burke said.

stewardship relates to us-
ing commons and resources 
generally in a sustainable 
manner, he said.

burke said mankind uses 

50 percent more of the 
world’s resources than it nat-
urally produces each year. 
he said if humans continue 
on this trajectory of increas-
ing resource consumption, 
the yearly usage will reach 
three worlds’ worth by the 
year 2050.

burke said humanity is 
more aware of this need for 
stewardship than ever be-
fore because technological 
advancement has increased 
mankind’s ability to monitor 
consumption.

“This is the f irst time in 
human history when hu-
manity can see itself in to-
tality,” he said.

The f inal word burke dis-
cussed was enclosure. burke 
said the term comes from 
the enclosure acts passed by 
parliament during the Tudor 
period in england. burke 
said, for his purposes, en-
closure means privatizing 
commons.

“enclosure is the expro-
priation and commercializa-
tion of shared resources for 
personal gain,” he said.

burke said two current ex-
amples of enclosure are the 
1998 sonny bono copyright 
Term extension act, as well 
as other efforts to extend 
copyright protections, and 
the 1981 patent on a mi-
croorganism awarded to 
general electric. 

burke said in the future 
it may be the case that wa-
ter goes through the same 
process of being made a 
commodity rather than a 
commons.

he said our modern way of 
thinking about property re-
f lects this idea of enclosure.

“we tend to think of enclo-
sure as the only way to man-
age things,” he said. “right 
now, if you can’t put a price 
on it, it doesn’t have value.”

Contact Christian Myers at 
cmyers8@nd.edu

Commons
conTinued From page 1

MACKENZIE SAIN | The Observer

Professor Leo Burke explains the concept of commons in relation to property and ownership as part of the 
lecture series “Ten Years Hence” on Friday in the Jordan Auditorium of the Mendoza College of Business. 

“One of the 
questions as a 
business school, 
as a university, 
as citizens that 
we have to face 
is: What kind of 
world do we want 
to unfold? Do 
we want a world 
that works for 
everyone? Do we 
want a world that 
is restricted?”
Leo Burke 
director of integral leadership
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Notre Dame men express positive reactions to the University’s decision to allow entry of women.  
Students gather in front of South Dining Hall for refreshments. 

Women
conTinued From page 1

By MEG HANDELMAN
news writer

students found a way to 
put south bend snow to good 
use saturday, racing down 
south Quad on improvised 
“dog sleds” for the third an-
nual i-domer-rod to benefit 
the declan drumm sullivan 
memorial Fund. 

Fisher, lyons and 
pangborn halls co-spon-
sored the event, but com-
petition was open to 
participants from all across 
campus.

sophomore maggie rohlk, 
an organizer of the i-domer-
rod, said the event was an 
opportunity to benefit a 
good cause while having 
fun.

“what better way to sup-
port charity than dogsled 
racing?” rohlk said. 

senior allie rauh, a resi-
dent assistant in walsh hall, 
used the event as a bonding 
activity for her section.

“i-domer-rod was a really 
fun thing to do with the girls 
in my section and my sister,” 
rauh said. 

sophomore emma 
Terhaar said lyons made the 
event into a competition be-
tween sections by giving the 
girls the opportunity to earn 
points for their section by 
participating in the event. 

while that incentive was 
valid regardless of the race’s 
outcome, Terhaar said her 
team came to win.

“The concept of pulling 
people on sleds like dogs 
was very attractive for me,” 
Terhaar said. “i’m planning 
to use precision and power 
to achieve maximum aero-
dynamics and win the race.”

pangborn freshman 
gracie gallagher said she 
participated because the 
event offered a fun way to 
exercise.

“it’s a good way to get 
some exercise and some 
laughter,” gallagher said.

while students came for 
a number of reasons, rohlk 
said it’s fundamentally 
about benefitting the Fund, 
which was the impetus 
for its establishment three 
years ago.

“Fisher is one of the 
founding sponsors, and 
the first year [of i-domer-
rod] took place as soon as 
the creation of the declan 
sullivan memorial Fund,” 
rohlk said.

Contact Meg Handelman at  
mhandelm@nd.edu

sledding 
benefits 
declan 

fund

in english and economics, 
earned master’s degrees in 
education and paved the way 
for future generations of young 
women to be educated at notre 
dame. 

Two of these women — anne 
lenhard benington and sister 
victoria Forde — shared their 
stories with The observer to 
commemorate this landmark 
anniversary.

Continuing the family 
tradition

anne lenhard benington, a 
1965 alumna of the university’s 
since-terminated graduate 
education program, began her 
master’s degree in teaching 
after completing one year of 
graduate study in French lit-
erature at indiana university. 
she had also recently become 
engaged to her future hus-
band, then a soon-to-be naval 
officer.

a native of mishawaka, 
benington said she was famil-
iar with notre dame and its 
academic programs, especial-
ly the education program. dr. 
michael lee headed the pro-
gram at the time.

“i had heard about [lee’s] 
approach and i really had al-
ways wanted to teach either 
college or secondary [school],” 
benington said. “when i de-
cided that i was going to get a 
degree in education i thought 
his program was really what i 
was looking for.”

because her father gradu-
ated from notre dame and her 
relatives helped build the Joyce 
athletic and convocation 
center and Fisher hall, 
benington said her acceptance 
into the education program 
was even more meaningful. 

“my life had been tied to 
notre dame for such a long 
time,” she said. “my father 
… had hoped women would 
be included … so i think he 
was pleased when i was ac-
cepted into at least a graduate 
program.”

although the program was 
academically challenging, 
benington said she felt no par-
ticular stress as a woman in a 
traditionally male academic 
environment.

“dr. lee ran an amazing pro-
gram,” she said. “i was with his 
class mostly in groups of six or 
seven people,” she said. “There 
was lots of collegiality that 
way. There was no pressure at 
that point.”

‘a fact of life’
but outside the classroom, 

benington said being a non-
religious woman on campus 
brought unwanted attention. 

“The women on campus 
who were not nuns definite-
ly felt that they stood out,” 
benington said. “you were sort 
of an anomaly. i would say it 
was … uncomfortable, espe-
cially coming from indiana 
university where i was a resi-
dent assistant … and then go-
ing to notre dame, which was 

such a male bastion at the 
time.”

Fortunately, benington said 
her engagement to her husband 
afforded her some protection 
from some of the issues faced 
by her female classmates.  still, 
she said the culture on campus 
was uncomfortable.

“i was engaged to be mar-
ried that summer, but [gen-
der inequity] was just a fact of 
life,” she said. “i think this was 
true of other students too, but 
it helped being in a program 
where we had definite goals 
and knew what we were doing.”

even with a notre dame de-
gree, strong family ties to the 
university and a 30-year teach-
ing career, benington said she 
did not feel like a full member 
of the alumni community until 
recently. 

“i would say up until about 
the last three or four years i 
don’t think women from my 
age or older were really ac-
cepted [as alumnae],” she 
said. “since they completely 
eliminated the education de-
partment, there’s no recogni-
tion at all for people who went 
through that program.”

benington said this feeling 
of exclusion has diminished 
slightly over the years.   

“you sort of felt like the or-
phaned child,” she said. “it 
was what it was and there 
was nothing you could ever 
do about it, but it was a little 
bit strange.[The university] is 
starting to address that a little 
bit more now.”

sister and scholar
one of the last catholic sis-

ters to complete a graduate 
degree at notre dame prior to 
1972, Forde traveled to south 
bend in 1963 on behalf of her 
religious community, the 
sisters of charity.  her order 
asked her to pursue a master’s 
degree in english literature.

once she completed her 
master’s in 1969 after taking 
summer courses, Forde said 
her professors encouraged 
her to complete a doctoral de-
gree as well. Forde attained 
her ph.d. from notre dame 
in 1973. Forde also served as  

as assistant director during 
the first year of notre dame’s 
london undergraduate pro-
gram in 1984.

“[my notre dame education] 
impacted me immensely,” 
Forde said. “after getting my 
ph.d. i went out to teach at the 
college of mount st. Joseph, 
and i was using everything i’d 
learned.i was also able to bring 
in my dissertation adviser as a 
guest speaker and poet, so that 
was a lot of fun, too.”

Changing habits
as a young american sister, 

Forde began her notre dame 
education while the second 
vatican council met, from 
1962-65, an especially signifi-
cant period in church history.

The subsequent reforms 
implemented by vatican ii al-
lowed the sisters to reevaluate 
how they chose to express their 
faith in everyday life.

“some women came to talk 
to us … who were out of habit, 
or at least in the modified hab-
it, which was really something 
for us who were all in full hab-
its,” she said. “They asked if 
we were angry, and i thought, 
‘angry? what am i supposed 
to be angry about?’ it made us 
more aware of our position in 
the church.”

The changes brought on by 
vatican ii encouraged the sis-
ters’ further assimilation into 
the greater notre dame com-
munity, Forde said. 

“when i started [at notre 
dame] … you could find any 
habit from orders from the 
united states and canada on 
campus,” she said. “by the 
time i finished my master’s, we 
were out of our habits. when i 
was teaching as a graduate stu-
dent teaching assistant, … the 
freshmen were seeing a differ-
ent nun in lay clothes.”

however, Forde said she 
was treated differently while 
studying abroad in london for 
a summer.

“i was dressed in a blue 
suit. … people [in london and 
ireland] made cracks about me 
being a sister not dressed in 
the habit, but my notre dame 
experience gave me strength. i 

just rolled it off and didn’t let it 
bother me.”

among the university’s in-
tellectual community, though, 
Forde said she always felt 
welcome.

“maybe it’s different because 
i was a sister, but i always 
thought i had a lot of respect 
… among the underclassmen 
and people on campus,” she 
said. “as graduate students, 
we would all go to profes-
sors’ homes and had a good 
time socializing. i never felt 
uncomfortable.”

after completing her two 
notre dame degrees, Forde 
channeled her personal and 
educational experiences into 
creating women’s studies pro-
gram at the college of mount 
st. Joseph, the liberal arts col-
lege affiliated with her reli-
gious order.

“it all began at notre dame 
during vatican ii,” she said. 
“That [experience] has affect-
ed me greatly.”

Part of the family
Though their backgrounds 

differed prior to coming to 
notre dame, both Forde and 
benington said their edu-
cational experiences at the 
university have shaped their 
lives ever since. 

“i love notre dame, so i had 
a good experience all the way 
through it,” Forde said. “i still 
correspond with other sisters 
who were in lewis hall with 
me, some of whom have left 
their orders and are laywomen 
now.”

a member of the notre dame 
family by birth, benington 
said she appreciates the role 
the university has played in 
her life and that of the young 
women who came after her. 

“having the notre dame de-
gree and the whole family of 
notre dame as part of my life 
has been … very enriching,” 
she said. “i just feel so lucky 
now that women are … part of 
the school. i’m just glad to be 
sort of one of the forerunners 
of that.”

Contact Kristen Durbin at 
kdurbin@nd.edu
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merger was a good idea at first. 
“at the time i definitely think 

it made sense to merge,” kovach 
said. “in theory, however, the 
colleges quickly found out that 
no one wanted to lose and in 
situations such as this, one col-
lege was going to lose.” 

“when looking at this era of 
the merger there were over 300 
women’s colleges, that number 
has increasingly gone down. 
Today, it is a very unique choice 
to come to a women’s college.”

a spring 1983 issue of The 
courier, saint mary’s alumnae 
magazine, offered a timeline 
of the events leading up to the 
failed merger.

beginning in september 
1965, the universities intro-
duced a new co-exchange pro-
gram through which students 
could take courses at either col-
lege, the timeline stated. This 
program marked a new be-
ginning for the long-standing 
relationship of the two cam-
puses since crossover classes 
for students on the neighboring 
campuses had not been an op-
portunity before. 

by may of 1969, saint mary’s 
and notre dame agreed to ex-
pand the co-exchange pro-
gram. The colleges modified 
the freshman liberal arts cur-
riculum to be consistent across 
campuses, introduced integrat-
ed dining options and seating 
at athletic events and synced 
academic calendars. 

while these measures hint-
ed at a potential merger, both 
university president emeritus 
Fr. Theodore hesburgh and 
president emeritus monsignor 
John mcgrath, presidents of the 
respective colleges at the time, 
issued a joint statement deny-
ing any rumors of a merger at 
the time.

senior Jessica lopez, who 
studied the non-merger for over 
a year for her senior compre-
hensive project, said she be-
lieves the colleges considered 
the merger primarily for the 
benefit of notre dame students’ 
gender relations.

“i found that it seemed what 
notre dame was interested 
in was what all-male colleges 
used in order to combine with 
a sister school,” lopez said. 
“They would say they wanted 
to use the merger to act as a 
civilizing influence to prepare 
for real world interactions with 
women. saint mary’s would 
have given those benefits to 
notre dame.”

in her findings, lopez saw 
a diversity of opinions among 
students and faculty at the 
time.

“There were some strong 
sentiments from students and 
some faculty,” lopez said. 
“some didn’t consider it a good 
option for saint mary’s. even 
at notre dame people were 
against the merger. Fr. James 
burtchaell, provost at notre 
dame during that time, as-
serted that notre dame did 
not need to merge with saint 
mary’s, but rather the college 

needed to merge with notre 
dame to survive.”

according to the timeline, 
in may of 1971, the boards of 
Trustees at both institutions 
formally approved plans to 
seek unification. according to a 
statement from that time, “the 
ultimate goal of this unification 
is a single institution with one 
student body of men and wom-
en, one faculty, one president 
and administration and one 
board of trustees.” 

The statement noted the 

preservation of saint mary’s 
identity would be by the ma-
triculation of all women un-
dergraduates of the university 
through saint mary’s as the 
college of record. it also rec-
ognized the importance of fi-
nancial viability of any plan to 
merge the two institutions.

according to a statement 
from the board of Trustees from 
notre dame and saint mary’s, 
the ultimate goal of this unifi-
cation was to form a single in-
stitution with one student body 
of men and women, one faculty, 
one president and administra-
tion and one board of Trustees.

“unification of all academic 
departments of nd and smc 
should be accomplished by 
the start of 1972-73,” the state-
ment said. “The academic year 
1974-75 is the target date for 
the completion of unification, 
but it is hoped that it might be 

accomplished even before that 
time.”

however, by november of 
1971, mother olivette whalen 
and edmund stephan, chair-
persons of the saint mary’s and 
notre dame board of Trustees, 
respectively, issued a joint 
statement announcing the two 
institutions would “indefinitely 
suspend unification negotia-
tion,” because organizers were 
“unable to solve financial and 
administrative problems.” 
reconciling the financial dif-
ferences between the two 
school’s budgets and pay to 
their employees, as well as the 
logistics in combining all the 
schools’ academic programs 
without losing any employees, 
became too difficult.

soon after, notre dame an-
nounced plans to begin accept-
ing women directly.

“Things started falling 
through,” lopez said. “by 
december, all negotiations 
broke down. The administra-
tions sent a letter to female 
applicants saying they could 
apply to both notre dame and 
saint mary’s or one or the oth-
er. There was another attempt 
to reopen negotiations the next 
year but nothing happened.”

while a second attempt at a 
merger would be made the fol-
lowing year, kovach said noth-
ing materialized.

“i think for something that 
is so important to the history 
of saint mary’s, i am surprised 
that so many decades later 
there still seems to be this aura 
of silence around the subject,” 
kovach said. “The non-merger, 
i think, is the most important 
part of our college. we wouldn’t 
be here today, at least in this 
setting. we really bucked a 
trend and have proved success-
ful. This success, i think is due 
to the leadership at the college. 
a merger wouldn’t have been 
an equal setting at all.”

“There was a slow movement 
and sad decline in interest,” 

lopez said. “overall, there 
was no climactic point to the 
merger becoming a non-merg-
er, the outcome just slopes 
downward.”

many students of the class of 
1975 accepted the offer to come 
to saint mary’s under the as-
sumption the college would 
be merging with notre dame 
their freshman year, however. 
This caused for mixed feelings 
among the student body.

“mostly i remember the an-
ger, disappointment and frus-
tration when the merger didn’t 
go through,” mary meruisse 
richardson, a 1975 alumna, 
said. “i remember the song, 
‘There’s a riot going on’ waft-
ing out from dorm windows.  i 
felt betrayed because i had ac-
cepted to come expecting the 
merger to go through and then 
it didn’t. when the merger 
fell apart, many of my friends 
transferred to nd. it split up 
our class and that was hard.”

mary-margaret anthonie 
ney, also a 1975 alumna, said 
emotions ran high after the 
non-merger went public.

“in some old editions of The 
observer they covered many 
protests. we even made nation-
al news,” ney said. “when it 
first happened, there was lot of 
resentment. … we never really 
heard a good explanation for 
why it was called off. it settled 
down after a while, though, and 
people made decisions. i chose 
to stay at saint mary’s as [a] 
spanish major, which worked 
out really well for me. my 
roommate transferred to notre 
dame because her major found 
a better fit there.”

class of 1975 alumna Jeanne 
murabito said at first she had 
mixed feelings about the merg-
er cancellation, but later de-
cided she was pleased with the 
outcome.

“i knew i could take classes 
at notre dame and be a part of 
that social life,” murabito said. 
“i chose not to transfer after my 

freshman year although some 
of my friends did. at first i was 
upset about it, but now i realize 
i had the best of both worlds. i 
was a humanistic studies ma-
jor and i couldn’t get that any-
where else. The professors’ 
personal commitment to the 
college was extraordinary. i do 
not regret my decision to stay at 
the college.”

amy dardinger, assistant di-
rector of reunion giving, said 
many alumna from the class of 
1975 are overcoming the emo-
tions of the non-merger and are 
giving back to the college more.

“many of them have come to 
the point that they appreciate 
that saint mary’s is still here,” 
she said.

because many women’s col-
leges merged with brother in-
stitutions at this time, most 
alumnae of these institutions 
find themselves returning 
to a fundamentally different 
college.

“now i think many alums re-
turn to the college and think 
‘how lucky are we that we are 
able to return to a single-sex 
institution?’” kovach said. “so 
many women’s colleges at this 
time merged with partner in-
stitutions and i think saint 
mary’s is very lucky to have not 
merged. i think that time has 
made some folks open their 
eyes to what the consequences 
of the merger really could have 
been. This really shaped the 
identity of the college.”

many alumnae of the college 
and that class of 1975 said they 
are thankful saint mary’s re-
mained independent.

“it worked out very well for 
me,” ney said. “i love saint 
mary’s, it’s a great place and i 
felt like i grew up there and be-
came my own person. i am still 
very proud of saint mary’s.”

Contact Jillian Barwick at  
jbarwi01@saintmarys.edu 
and Kaitlyn Rabach at  
krabac01@saintmarys.edu
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A couple of Notre Dame’s first female students look out the window of their dorm. The University opened its doors to women in 1972 after  
previously considering merging Notre Dame and Saint Mary’s.

“The non-merger, 
I think is the most 
important part 
of our college. We 
wouldn’t be here 
today, at least in 
this setting. We 
really bucked a 
trend and have 
proved successful.”
John Kovach 
college archivist
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INsIde COluMN

who built stonehenge? what really 
happened to atlantis? who is dJ drew?

These are some of history’s great-
est mysteries. i’ll leave the questions 
regarding stonehenge and atlantis 
to the experts. but i just can’t let the 
mystery surrounding dJ drew — the 
unsung hero of the linebacker — go 
unanswered.

everyone these days is all “bieber 
this” (ugh) or “Taylor swift that” (dou-
ble ugh), but the real musical genius of 
our time is dJ drew. every weekend, he 
watches over his linebacker kingdom 
from his booth, ruling with an iron 
fist and a heart of gold. he seamlessly 
transitions from classics like Toto’s 
“africa” to ke$ha’s “die young” in a 
way that is both poetic and inspiring. 

when i approach his booth, 
antsy with anticipation about what 
linebacker shenanigans the next 
few hours will bring me, i feel like i 
am on top of the world. without fail, 
i always request mariah carey’s “all 
i want for christmas is you” and 
whitney houston’s “i wanna dance 
with somebody.” because dJ drew is 
omniscient, i don’t even have to ask 
for the songs i want to hear when i pay 
him a visit. most times when i go up to 
request my next jam so i can cut some 
rug, he tells me he already knows what 
beloved ballads i want to hear that 
night.  

despite our weekly conversations, 
i still only know one substantial fact 
about him. This past saturday, af-
ter begging him to play marc cohn’s 
“walking in memphis,” i worked up 
some courage to ask dJ drew a ques-
tion that has haunted my friends and 
i for months: how long has he worked 
there? 

apr. 13 will mark dJ drew’s 25th an-
niversary at the linebacker, a quarter 
of a century bringing joy, class and 
magic to the people and students of 
south bend, ind. 

i’ve been to brothers, Fever, corby’s, 
mulligan’s, cJ’s, o’rourke’s and 
Finny’s. i enjoy myself at other bars 
and i definitely have fun, but i will 
always hold a special place in my heart 
for the linebacker. Though we don’t 
know anything about him or what 
he does when he’s not creating his 
legendary playlists, my friends and 
i can’t picture our senior year with-
out dJ drew and his ambiance at the 
linebacker.

so if anyone is looking for something 
to do apr. 13, put on your party pants 
and dancing shoes and join me at the 
linebacker, celebrating 25 years of dJ 
drew.  

celebrating 
dJ drew

Bridget Feeney
associate saint mary’s editor

north korea has been in the news 
a great deal recently for its aggressive 
and persistent saber rattling. on Feb. 
12, the democratic people’s republic 
of korea (dprk) conducted the third 
nuclear weapons test in its history, 
drawing unanimous condemnation 
from the international community. 
last saturday, north korean military 
and political leaders suggested that 
north korea might attack in response 
to united states and south korean 
military exercises scheduled for next 
month. nuclear tests and threats of 
military action are frightening, but 
north korea has been engaging in such 
bellicose behavior for a long time. in 
this column, i will examine how grave 
a threat north korea poses and discuss 
some possible ways to defuse or at least 
ride out the situation. 

as i said before, north korea has 
tested nuclear weapons twice before, 
once in 2006 and again in 2009, yet no 
military conflicts resulted from either 
test. north korea knows better than to 
launch a nuclear first strike; if they did, 
the far-superior united states nuclear 
arsenal would wipe them off the face 
of the earth. kim Jong-un’s regime may 
be brutal, and it may even be crazy, 
but it is not stupid. north korea likely 
sees its nuclear weapons as a deter-
rent to united states and south korean 
military aggression and not as tools 
of aggression themselves. The biggest 
danger these weapons pose comes from 
the possibility that north korea could 
sell one to a terrorist organization or 
simply allow one to fall into terrorist 
hands through negligence. The likeli-
hood that if terrorists ever used a north 
korean nuke the weapon would be 

traced back to north korea and the 
victim(s) of the attack would retaliate 
in kind provide north korea with good 
reasons to keep its nuclear weapons 
from falling into the wrong hands. The 
north korean nuclear threat, therefore, 
remains high but stable.

at first glance, the threat of a con-
ventional attack by north korea seems 
quite elevated. according to the new 
york Times, north korea has said that 
if the united states and south korea 
proceed with their upcoming joint 
military exercises, it could cause a war. 
The frequency of north korea’s dire 
predictions of all-out war and the car-
toonish language in which the dprk 
issues them make one pause before 
taking any of north korea’s threats too 
seriously. 

“if your side ignites a war of ag-
gression by staging the reckless joint 
military exercises key resolve and Foal 
eagle again under the cover of ‘defen-
sive and annual ones’ at this dangerous 
time, from that moment your fate will 
be hung by a thread with every hour. … 
you had better bear in mind that those 
igniting a war are destined to meet a 
miserable destruction,” pak rim-su, 
chief north korean military delegate to 
the united states, said. 

“The allies regularly conduct such 
joint military drills,” though, “and 
whenever they happen, north korea 
warns of war and threatens to deliver 
a devastating blow to american and 
south korean troops,” choe sang-hun 
of the new york Times said. 

we may have more reasons to take 
the north koreans at their word than 
usual, though. Jen alic, writing for 
cnbc, has said that north korea’s 
fear of a joint united states and south 
korean attack are not unfounded. 
The united states and south korea’s 
war games are not just rehearsals of 

defensive maneuvers against north 
korea: They are simulated invasions in 
which 100,000 south korean troops and 
9,000 americans supported by ships, 
aircraft and armored vehicles attack 
by air, land and sea. The war games 
have been getting larger and more ag-
gressive since kim Jong-il’s death, she 
says, which she believes is a sign that 
the united states and south korea may 
see the dprk’s recent change of leader-
ship and current aggressive behavior 
as good motivators for regime change. 
i don’t think this is the case, though. it 
is widely acknowledged that if north 
korea ever launched a full-scale attack 
against south korea, the allies would 
not stop at defending south korean soil 
but would carry the fight to the dprk to 
prevent it from ever launching such an 
attack again. The military exercises are 
therefore probably just rehearsals of the 
second phase of a response to north 
korean aggression.

 i believe that the united states and 
south korea should go ahead with their 
war games and take other precautions 
against a north korean attack, such as 
cooperating with Japan on missile de-
fense to reduce north korea’s nuclear 
threat. The allies should not, however, 
take any offensive action against north 
korea. The underfunded and overexert-
ed u.s. military should not be looking 
for war right now. instead, we must use 
whatever sanctions we can to continue 
applying pressure on the north korean 
regime in the hope that it will soften its 
stance toward its neighbors. 

 
Elliott Pearce is a senior Program of 

Liberal Studies and mathematics major 
from Knott Hall. He can be reached at 
epearce1@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column 
are those of the author and not neces-
sarily those of The Observer. 

Posturing on the Korean peninsula
Elliott Pearce
The human interest
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a conservative approach to healthcare

after a poor performance in national 
elections last november, there’s a strong 
consensus in the political world that the 
republican party is going to need to un-
dergo some transformation. based on de-
mographic shifts and an underwhelming 
electoral performance, the gop will be 
looking to rethink some of its main ideas, 
both message and policy wise.

Take healthcare, for instance. 
reforming our system has never been 
high on the list of conservative priorities, 
and over the past few years republican 
healthcare policy has generally been 
driven by a “just say no” approach, 
with the party staunchly opposing the 
affordable care act (aca). after the aca’s 
passage, we heard a lot from the political 
right about “repealing and replacing” the 
act, but we never heard very much about 
what exactly would replace obamacare. 
with president barack obama winning 
a second term, however, the affordable 
care act is not going to be repealed, 
and it’s time to think about how to re-
form the system we have going forward. 
luckily, there’s an opportunity to do 
just that. despite the aca’s passage, the 
congressional budget office estimates 
that some 30 million people will be un-
insured by 2016. meanwhile, insurance 
premiums have continued to rise over the 
past few years, and spending on medicare 
and medicaid is expected to increase 

exponentially over the next few decades, 
jeopardizing the stability of our public 
finances.  

There’s a need for further reform here, 
and republicans should seize the op-
portunity. last week, conservative policy 
experts avik roy and douglas holtz-eakin 
put forth a plan to do just that and out-
lined the path to a healthcare system re-
sembling that of switzerland.

while we usually equate european 
healthcare with big government bureau-
cracies, switzerland actually has the most 
pro-market system in the world.  unlike 
a lot of its european peers, switzerland 
doesn’t have socialized medicine or 
single-payer insurance. instead, swiss 
healthcare is a consumer-oriented system 
of universal coverage that gives individu-
als control over their health decisions 
— the sort of healthcare that seems both 
realistic and ideal for the united states. 

under the swiss system, healthcare 
isn’t provided by the government or by 
employers as it is for most in the united 
states. instead, swiss citizens are required 
by mandate to purchase insurance for 
themselves from among a variety of plans 
provided by private insurers in a regu-
lated market. To make sure that care is 
affordable, the swiss government also 
provides subsidies to citizens based on 
individual income. The swiss system does 
a pretty good job on cost, too; per-capita 
health expenditures were only $5,270 in 
switzerland, compared to $7,910 in the 
united states, and health expenditure as a 
percentage of gdp in switzerland is right 

in line with countries like France and 
germany.

roy and holtz-eakin outlined a system 
based largely on this swiss system, and 
explained how to get there. as it turns out, 
the major components of implementing 
a swiss-style system are already coming 
into existence in the united states — 
through the affordable care act. The core 
concept of the swiss system is implement-
ing a large insurance market for individu-
als, which is comparable to the health 
exchanges set up by the affordable care 
act. including subsidies for individuals to 
purchase insurance in these exchanges is 
also a component of the aca.

moving fully into a swiss system would 
require a few steps. First, reforming the 
obamacare exchanges into a less overly 
regulated, more free-market model, as 
states like utah have aimed to do with 
their exchanges. next, transition those 
currently on medicaid into the exchanges 
and use subsidies to cover the cost of their 
care, as we will be doing for those pres-
ently in the exchanges. Finally, embrace 
a shift of medicare recipients into the 
exchanges as well, with low-income se-
niors receiving subsidized coverage while 
high-income seniors will have to pay for 
their own care through the exchanges. in 
many ways, this last step resembles rep. 
paul ryan’s ‘premium support’ model of 
medicare. 

This model has a lot of advantages 
over our current approach. For start-
ers, it would actually achieve universal 
coverage. moreover, having individuals 

purchase their own insurance allows 
people to make their own healthcare de-
cisions based upon their needs, instead 
of having employers or the government 
decide for them. Finally, the system would 
also deal with our forthcoming entitle-
ment crisis by transitioning into a private 
coverage system for all, meaning that 
our future spending on medicare and 
medicaid would no longer be a problem. 
maintaining income-based subsidies to 
help individuals buy insurance, however, 
would still protect the poor from being 
unable to afford coverage. 

To be sure, the move to this sort of sys-
tem would be controversial. democrats 
wouldn’t be keen on replacing medicare 
and medicaid with a system reliant on 
private markets, and many republicans 
may still be reluctant to embrace a system 
that accepts the aca. yet if the republican 
party wants to move forward and become 
the 21st century political party that we 
need — and i hope they do — then this is 
the sort of bold thinking that we should 
come to expect. roy and holtz-eakin have 
done a great job outlining a way to reform 
obamacare, create a system of free-mar-
ket healthcare, solve our entitlement crisis 
and achieve universal coverage for all — 
and they ought to be applauded for it. 

Conor Durkin is a junior studying eco-
nomics and political science. He can be 
reached at cdurkin@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer.

Conor Durkin
out of right Field

letter tO tHe edItOr

‘Faith Always, Action Now’ 
“if not now, when? if not us, who?” if you recog-

nize that quote, it may be because united states 
presidents on both sides of the aisle have used it to 
inspire and lead a charge. The original quote is ac-
tually over 2,000 years old and was first written by 
rabbi hillel, a Jewish scholar. i believe the reason it 
has been used so often is the simplicity and power 
of its challenge to put our beliefs into action. it in-
spires us to move forward even when obstacles in 
our path seem insurmountable.   

in 2008, when the board of Trustees of saint 
mary’s college approved the beginning of our $80 
million capital campaign, “Faith always, action 
now,” no one expected the financial world to be 
turned upside down and the country to enter a seri-
ous recession. but, that is exactly what happened. 
since 2008, most people have been challenged by 
global economic uncertainty. but, because of our 
belief in the value of a saint mary’s education, and 
the support of alumnae, parents and friends, we 
forged ahead with our campaign and i am happy to 
announce that we have met with great success. on 
Feb. 22, having reached 75 percent of our goal, we 
launched the public phase of “Faith always, action 

now.” perhaps it is in our heritage at saint mary’s 
to ignore obstacles. in the 1840s, four young sisters 
of the holy cross bravely left France, crossed the 
atlantic and shortly after arriving in indiana started 
the school that would become saint mary’s college. 
They could never have imagined what they would 
find in the new world. but they believed in the value 
and importance of women’s education, and with 
courage and perseverance they pushed onward. 

and now it is our turn to push bravely onward. 
saint mary’s college provides an education that is 
second to none. in spite of the fact that there are 
relatively few women’s colleges left, and even fewer 
catholic women’s colleges, those of us that remain 
are vibrant and strong. There are few topics i enjoy 
discussing more than the relevance of a women’s 
college in today’s world. i speak about it easily be-
cause i am the person i am today because of my 
saint mary’s education. my classroom experiences 
taught me to lead. i wasn’t the president of a club or 
an organization, but i left here confident of my abil-
ity to achieve any goal i set. no challenge was too 
large, and nothing intimidated me.  

saint mary’s prepares women to succeed in the 

world in which we live; a world that requires a 
global focus and the ability to adapt to change. i 
believe our strong liberal arts foundation enables 
us to do this. our graduates are our best ambas-
sadors. They are young women from every walk of 
life who will take what they have learned at saint 
mary’s college and spread it throughout the world 
for the rest of their lives. saint mary’s women make 
a difference.  They are confident, well-educated 
women who are agents of change, whether that 
means building backyard gardens for low-income 
families in seattle, wash. (2006 alumna stephanie 
snyder seliga), or working in afghanistan and iraq 
to help communities rebuild through long-term 
recovery programs (1976 alumna leslie wilson, save 
the children). The women who graduate from here 
know that an education is both a right and a privi-
lege. our graduates understand that if they don’t use 
their education for good, then who will?

 Carol Ann Mooney 
president 

saint mary’s college
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By LAUREN MATICH
scene writer

where could buddy the elf, shakespeare, 
spiderman, waldo and a sumo wrestler all be spotted 
in the same room this weekend? nowhere else but the 
keenan revue. 

The show opened with a teasing skit about the 
dorm’s ultra-classy rector, noel Terranova, who 
keenan residents depicted sipping boxed merlot out of 
snifter glasses and discussing cuban cigars in a bath-
robe with his loyal dog, The goose, by his side while 
the real Terranova played a butler shining wine glasses 
off stage-right. 

when the opening skit concluded, the actual 
Terranova addressed the lighthearted humor that rid-
dles the revue and how he bravely offered himself as 
the opening sacrifice for the show to emphasize that 
all jokes are made in good fun, and should be under-
stood as such. 

The remainder of the show, titled “much revue 
about nothing,” continued with skits poking fun at all 
things notre dame. bane found love at a dorm party. 
Tommy rees and everett golson sang show tunes from 
“wicked” about their love/hate relationship. keenan 
guys gave lessons on caveman-style flirting with girls 
and made pun after pun about their favorite libation 
— beer. 

The sunday evening show was even attended by 
rick Thomas and Tom lenz, the two masterminds 
(pictured above) behind the keenan revue’s creation 
37 years ago. This weekend’s performance followed 
tradition and provided the keenan community with 
an outlet to give commentary on campus life. 

however, this year was a little different in 
the show’s conception. executive director Tyler 
gregory explained everyone behind thve show 
really focused on the difference between humor-
ous witticisms and jokes that are offensive. while 
being guided by the constructive help of the rec-
tor through every stage of production, this year’s 
revue staff walked the fine line.

gregory emphasized the high standards placed 
upon the students at a hall meeting in January 
when the new rector discussed his exceptions 
for this year’s show and the preemptive self-cen-
sorship the students practiced in an effort to be 
respectful of individuals and specific groups. 
instead, the keenan men took a look in the mirror 
and adopted jokes full of self-deprecation to estab-
lish a light attitude in the program and to show the 
fun in laughing at yourself. 

The organization for the student-run keenan 
revue formally starts around october when the 
executive staff is compiled, but the bulk of the 
planning doesn’t begin until students return from 
christmas break in January. gregory said the men 
had from Jan. 14 to approximately Feb. 14 to nail 
down casting, scripts and musical numbers. 

The staff includes a three-man writing team, but 
many of the skits are submitted through a multi-
round tryout process that results in a final list of 
acceptable skits, which have been rehearsed after 
passing through the hands of the writing staff and 
director to ensure the material adheres to content 

standards. 
monday before the premiere, the men ran 

through the entire 160-minute show without 
scripts. wednesday evening was a dress rehearsal 
with the professional sound and light crews before 
the Thursday debut. 

This year’s revue is significant in the strength 
of the comedy skits, “inspired choreography” as 
Terranova said and four big musical numbers, 
which were organized by musical director luke 
westby. despite the higher standards for the script, 
the numbers were not short on knightly near-nu-
dity, during which approximately 20 men graced 
the stage, stripped down to their boxer shorts and 
showed off their dancing talents. a pair of sopho-
mores contorted their bodies into an airplane, 
while four others simultaneously recreated a bi-
cycle with their bodies.

westby said one of his first choices for the mu-
sical selection — “Fat bottom girls” by Queen, the 
second number in the program — was one long 
in the making for the revue. act ii opened with 
“one more night” by maroon 5, performed by 
Terry hines, which westby said had a “pulsating 
sound, which adapted well into the number with 
the strippers.” 

The closing musical performances for act i and 
act ii displayed the extent of keenan’s musical tal-
ent. a band of keenan men and a drum set on loan 
from the university Jazz band supported westby’s 
own performance of “Two close,” and electronic 
dup step beats and soulful solos reverberated 
through the stepan center. “everybody needs 
somebody to love” from “The blues brothers” 
soundtrack, performed by greg habiak and 
seamus ronan, complete with the original foot-
work and impressive vocals, created a lively and 
strong finish to the revue.

Keenan Revue:
BETTER THAN BOXED WINE
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“‘Too close’ was special,” westby said of his emo-
tional vocalizations, “because i took ownership of 
the song from my heart. i hit it has hard as i could, 
and it was a beautiful experience.” 

despite his passion for the program and the mu-
sic, westby emphasized the small role he played in 
the program. he described himself as “the guy who 
sends out emails to remind the performers where 
to be.”

“Those are the guys who make the revue what it 
is, not me,” he said.

The musical men put in an extraordinary 
amount of work this year. groups practiced close to 
six hours a week leading up to opening night and 
only performed with full sound and lights the night 
before the premiere, during which they remained 
long after the rehearsal ended to perfect each act. 

like the other aspects of the review, the bulk of 
musical planning happens within a month after re-
turning in January. a suggestion list is posted in a 
common area in keenan where residents can sub-
mit their ideas about musical numbers that should 
be included in the program. although most of the 
ideas are goofy or top-40s hits, both of which the 
staff try to avoid, westby said he used the ideas to 
help start the conversation about what numbers 
are best suited for the show. 

westby attributed the success of the music to the 
collaboration of the executive staff who ultimately 
are looking for songs that will lend themselves to 
stunning performances and an appropriate techni-
cal level for the resources available to the program. 
every musician and singer showcased in the revue 
is a student and keenan resident, but westby said 
there is no shortage of talent or interest when he’s 
working with the knights.  

“The band works so hard, is so incredibly tal-
ented and demonstrates so much commitment,” 
westby said.”

gregory said a goal for this year was to get as 
many men involved as possible, and the produc-
tion involved a total 150 volunteers. 

“The keenan revue isn’t only about put-
ting on a great show, but about building a 
great community,” gregory said. 

gregory said favorite part of the revue 
is hanging out with the men the show 
brings together and the expression of 
the dorm identity. The director said he 
saw the revue as an opportunity to open 
keenan’s doors to entire student body 
and exemplify the spirit of keenan hall, 
which ties in with many of the jokes that 
are centered around the dorm life. 

rick Thomas, one of the original 
founders of the keenan revue, has simi-
lar feeling about the program even after 
37 years since his days at its helm. The 
“spirit of the show” hasn’t changed, he 
said, despite the differences between 
the first keenan revue and this week-
end’s 37th show. 

when he and Tom lenz thought up 
the program their senior year, it more 
resembled a variety show including 
jugglers and singers rather than 
a comedy routine, 

Thomas said. The first revue began in washington 
hall, and the founders said they had no idea a col-
league of theirs distributed flyers into various stu-
dents’ mailboxes around campus, which led to a 
full house. The founders spoke during the second 
act of the performance and expressed their grati-
tude and support for the show with a chant about 
former irish linebacker manti Te’o.  

sophomore luke shadley, the self-professed fun-
niest member of the three-person writing team, 
reveled in the show’s success. 

“what’s not to love?” he asked.  

Contact Lauren Matich at  
lmatich@nd.edu
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PeRsonal
UNPLANNED PREGNANCY? 

Don’t go it alone. Notre Dame has 
many resources in place to assist 
you. If you or someone you love needs 
confidential support or assistance, 
please call Ann Whitall at 1-0084 or 
Karen Kennedy at 1-5550. For more 
information, visit ND’s website at: 
http://pregnancysupport@nd.edu  

 
locked up  in heaven-bruno mars 
 
Same bed, but it feels 
just a little bit bigger now 
Our song on the radio, but 
it don’t sound the same 
When our friends talk about you 
all that it does is just tear me down 
Cause my heart breaks a lit-
tle when I hear your name 
And it all just sound like uh, uh, uh 

 
locked up  in heaven-bruno mars 
 
Hmmm too young, too dumb to realize 
That I should have bought you 
flowers and held your hand 
Should have gave you all my 
hours when I had the chance 
Take you to every party cause 
all you wanted to do was dance 
Now my baby is dancing, but she’s 
dancing with another man.

Mike Monaco
sports writer

LeBron garners    
deserved respect

Editor’s note: This is the first in a 
10-part series discussing the defin-
ing sportsman (or woman) of this 
century. In this installment, Mike 
Monaco argues for LeBron James. 
Join the discussion on Twitter by 
using #DefiningSportsman.

The date was July 8, 2010.
in what has been dubbed “The 

decision,” lebron James sat at a 
boys & girls club in connecticut 
and announced he would take 
his talents to south beach and 
sign with the miami heat.

in the hour-long telecast, 
lebron James quickly became 
the most polarizing figure in 
sports. 

as a result, lebron is the defin-
ing sportsman of the first 13-plus 
years of the 21st century.

simply put, he’s the best bas-
ketball player in the world. he’s 
one of the few athletes who can 
be compared to michael Jordan 
without eliciting laughter. he 
transcends positions, fills stat 
sheets and dominates games.

during a recent torrid shoot-
ing streak, lebron drained 49 
of 65 shots. That’s a hair over 75 
percent. That figure would be 
solid from the free-throw line, 
and not just for dwight howard.

lebron has a dominant 31.65 
player efficiency rating (per) 
right now. per measures a 
player’s per-minute statistical 
production, and lebron is per-
forming at historic levels.

not that this is at all new. 
lebron has won three mvps, 
should win the award again this 
year and should have won it in 
2008 and 2011. 

but, in this day and age, the 
best don’t necessarily define the 
era. it’s an era unlike those in 
which our parents and grand-
parents grew up. what you do on 
the court is not the whole story. 
what you do or don’t do in the 
county court is.

behind homerun titles are 
ped allegations. behind major 
titles are extramarital scandals. 
behind collegiate stars are ncaa 
investigations and sanctions.

purity is a relic of superstars 
past. Today’s defining athletes 
are those who are polarizing.

and, though lebron has 
steered clear of courtrooms, 
there is not a more polarizing 
figure in sports.

lebron is also a microcosm of 
today’s era in sports.

he was a high school sensa-
tion and burst onto the national 
scene. lebron had already ap-
peared on the covers of espn 
The magazine and sports 
illustrated by the time he began 
his senior season. 

James was a known national 
commodity before he could 
legally go to r-rated movies. he 

spearheaded an era where high 
school kids are negotiating their 
next shoe deal, where pre-teens 
get featured on “sportscenter” 
and where college is seen as a 
one-year commitment or, in 
lebron’s case, a non-entity.

lebron has had his share of 
controversy as well. during his 
senior season of high school, 
James was suspended for accept-
ing two jerseys, which happened 
after he received a hummer for 
his 18th birthday, prompting an 
investigation by the ohio high 
school athletic association.

such activity typifies today’s 
era, when the ncaa is constant-
ly investigating illegal benefits 
and levying sanctions.

lebron was the perfect 
story for a while, too. he was the 
hometown kid drafted with the 
first overall pick by the cleveland 
cavaliers. he took a downtrod-
den franchise and turned it 
into the elite of the eastern 
conference.

it was a story everyone loved. 
an underdog team powered by 
the young star. it was a story 
sports fans still love, no matter 
the era. and it was all because of 
lebron.

he’s been the best player in 
the sport for the past half-dozen 
years. lebron is a nine-time 
all-star and a physical marvel. 
he has the on-the-court require-
ments down pat to be the defin-
ing sportsman. he’s quite simply 
the best basketball player in the 
world, maybe ever. he might be 
the best overall athlete in the 
world.

but it’s been the hoopla since 
“The decision” that has made 
lebron the most defining sports-
man or woman of this century.

lebron made that decision 
and, though it raised roughly $6 
million for charities, he got cru-
cified. people wanted him to win 
championships, and he made 
the decision that put him in the 
best position to do so. but he still 
got skewered. it didn’t help when 
he made the now infamous pre-
diction of “not one, not two, not 
three…” nba titles.

he was everyone’s favorite vil-
lain. he was Tiger woods, derek 
Jeter, duke basketball and notre 
dame football all wrapped up 
in one.

in year one, James dominated 
but his team didn’t. Then, last 
season the heat won the nba 
title, and lebron was named 
Finals mvp.

The monkey was off his back. 
he had finally silenced some 
critics. 

he had won, but he had not 
won over everyone.

and, because of that, he’s our 
defining sportsman. 

Contact Mike Monaco at 
jmonaco@nd.edu 
 The views expressed in this 
Sports Authority are those of the 

AP

At least 11 fans were injured when large chunks of debris, including 
a tire, sailed into the grandstands when a car flew into the fence.

NasCar

Associated Press  

Fans feeling unsafe after the 
terrifying crash at daytona 
international speedway a day 
earlier were able to change seats 
for nascar’s biggest race on 
sunday.

workers successfully re-
paired a section of fence — 54 
feet wide and 22 feet high — that 
was shredded saturday when 
kyle larson’s car went airborne 
on the final lap of a second-tier 
race and crashed through the 
barrier that separates cars from 
fans. large pieces of debris, in-
cluding a tire, sprayed into the 
upper and lower section of the 
stands.

The crash the day before the 
daytona 500 injured more than 
30 people, raising more ques-
tions about fan safety at race 
tracks.

halifax health spokesman 
byron cogdell said seven peo-
ple with crash-related inju-
ries remained hospitalized in 
daytona beach in stable con-
dition. The six people brought 
to a different halifax hospital 
in port orange with crash-re-
lated injuries had all been dis-
charged, cogdell said.

a spokeswoman at Florida 
memorial medical center 
would not release information 
on the patients brought to that 
hospital.

Track president Joie 
chitwood, meanwhile, said if 
any fans are uncomfortable 
with their up-close seating for 
the daytona 500, officials would 
work to move them.

“if fans are unhappy with 
their seating location or if they 
have any incidents, we would 
relocate them,” chitwood said. 
“so we’ll treat that area like 
we do every other area of the 
grandstand. if a fan is not com-
fortable where they’re sitting, 
we make every accommodation 
we can.”

There were several wrecks 
during the daytona 500, though 
nothing that put fans in danger. 
Jimmie Johnson won the race 
for the second time.

larry spencer of nanticoke, 
pa., said he wasn’t sure if 
he wants to ever sit that low 
again after his 15-year-old 
brother, derrick, needed three 

stitches in his cheek after being 
hit by metal debris flying from 
saturday’s crash. a day after 
sitting close to the fence, they 
returned with tickets dozens 
of rows farther away from the 
track.

“i thought it was just neat to 
see the cars going by that close,” 
spencer said. “after yesterday, 
though, i definitely will recon-
sider sitting lower ever again.”

The tire that flew into the 
stands landed a couple of rows 
above where they had been 
standing. after the crash, look-
ing around at the people seri-
ously injured, spencer said he 
decided to take his brother to a 
hospital himself so that speed-
way crews and paramedics 
could focus on the people who 
needed more help.

Track workers finished re-
pairs about 2 a.m. sunday, hav-
ing installed a new fence post, 
new metal meshing and part of 
the concrete wall.

officials decided not to re-
build the collapsed cross-over 
gate, which allows fans to travel 
between the stands and the in-
field before races.

daytona has a grandstand re-
model planned. chitwood said 
the injuries could prompt a re-
design that might include stur-
dier fences or stands further 
away from the on-track action.

“it’s tough to connect the two 
right now in terms of a poten-
tial redevelopment and what 
occurred,” chitwood said. “we 
were prepared yesterday, had

emergency medical respond.
as we learn from this, you bet: 
if there are things that we can 
incorporate into the future, 
whether it’s the current proper-
ty now or any other redevelop-
ment, we will.

“The key is sitting down with 
nascar, finding out the things 
that happened and how we deal 
with them.”

daytona reexamined its 
fencing and ended up replac-
ing the entire thing following 
carl edwards’ scary crash at 
Talladega superspeedway in 
alabama in 2009. edwards’ 
car sailed into the fence and 
spewed debris into the stands.

“we’ve made improvements 
since then,” chitwood said. “i 
think that’s the key: that we 
learn from this and figure out 
what else we need to do.”

nascar plans to take what 
remained of larson’s sheared 
car along with debris back to its 
research and development cen-
ter in charlotte, n.c., for testing.

“we’ll bring in the best 
and brightest,” said steve 
o’donnell, nascar’s senior 
vice president for racing opera-
tions. “anything we can learn 
will be put in place. ... Fans are 
our first priority. obviously we 
want everybody to be safe at 
an event. we’ve talked to the 
speedway. we’re confident in 
what’s in place at today’s event. 
certainly still thinking about 
those affected, but we’re con-
fident to move forward for this 
race.”

debris injures daytona fans
sPOrts autHOrIty
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lebron helps heat hang on against cleveland
Associated Press

miami — dwyane wade 
got hot down the stretch, and 
lebron James missed a layup in 
the final minute.

both were huge breaks for the 
miami heat.

James scored 28 points, wade 
scored 11 of his 24 in the final 
five minutes — when miami 
needed him most — and the 
heat extended the nba’s lon-
gest current winning streak to 
11 games, beating the cleveland 
cavaliers 109-105 in a back-and-
forth matchup sunday night.

The heat blew a 22-point sec-
ond-half lead then rallied from 
eight down with 5:16 left.

“we’re a veteran ballclub and 
we’ve been in every situation 
that an nba game can offer us,” 
James said. “we don’t get too 
high, we don’t get too low, we 
just play the 48 minutes out and 
see where it takes us.”

dion waiters scored 26 
points, c.J. miles added 19 
and kyrie irving scored 17 for 
cleveland, which outscored 
miami by a stunning 30 points 
over a 17-minute stretch of the 
second half, yet still came up 
empty.

The cavaliers are now 1-8 
against the heat since James 
signed with miami in July 2010.

“we had a very good chance 
against a very good basketball 
team, the world champions, 
and we lost the game because 
of mental mistakes,” cavaliers 
coach byron scott said. “That’s 
just something that we can’t 
have happen again.”

in fairness, it wasn’t just 
mental mistakes that doomed 
cleveland late. There was a bit 
of luck involved for the heat.

miami was up by two and 
held possession with 1:03 re-
maining. The shot clock was 

running down and chris bosh 
was open to try a 16-footer from 
the right wing. as bosh was 
about to release, James got in-
explicably free under the bas-
ket, thrusting both his arms 
skyward. bosh threw him the 
pass — and James, enjoying 
the best shooting season of his 
career, did the unthinkable: he 
missed the easy one.

This is where the luck comes 
into play.

The rebound found its way 
back to bosh, the heat ran 
down another shot clock, and 
wade got loose for a two-hand-
ed dunk that pushed miami’s 
lead to 105-101 with 24.4 sec-
onds left.

it was a double-whammy for 
cleveland. miami scored and 
took nearly 40 seconds off a 
dwindling clock in the process.

“hey, i’m a smart player. 
That’s what basketball iQ is all 
about,” James said afterward, 
unable to hold back a sly grin. 
“i have no idea how i blew that 
layup. but it did work out for 
us. got an extra possession, 
d-wade was able to turn the 
corner and get a slam.”

said heat coach erik 
spoelstra: “i liked that play.”

wade started what turned 
into a 16-4 run with a fadeaway 
with just under 5 minutes to go, 
then added a three-point play 
on the next miami possession 
to cut the cavs’ lead to 97-94.

and after irving missed a la-
yup with 1:35 left, wade got the 
rebound and set up battier for a 
3-pointer that put miami on top 
again — and for good.

“i thought that we had the 
game,” cavaliers forward 
alonzo gee said.

sure looked like that was the 
case, after a ridiculously good 
third quarter.

down 68-46 early in the 

third, the cavaliers looked fin-
ished — last-place team, on the 
road, against the reigning nba 
champions who just happened 
to have the league’s longest cur-
rent winning streak.

midway through the third, 
miami’s lead was still 17.

with two minutes left in the 
period, the cushion was 10.

by the start of the fourth, it 
was nonexistent.

The c.J. miles show lasted for 
all of 63 seconds. and they were 
a scintillating 63 seconds.

it starts with 1:35 left, a 
3-pointer from miles getting 
the miami lead down to seven. 
Then he got a rebound, came 
downcourt and connected on 
another 3-pointer. lead down 
to four. another stop by the 
cavs on one end, then another 

3-pointer for miles on the other 
— that one coming both with 
him drawing a foul from 
chalmers, and with spoelstra 
getting hit with a technical from 
referee ed malloy for arguing.

miles made the technical free 
throw to tie the game, the free 
throw for the chalmers hit to 
put the cavs ahead, and they 
carried that 82-81 lead into the 
fourth, having closed the quar-
ter on a 36-13 run.

“guys just finally decided to 
start playing,” miles said.

miami used a 23-4 run in the 
first half to take what looked 
like a commanding 42-22 lead 
— with more than 9 minutes 
left until the break. and after 
cleveland got within seven, 
miami answered with another 
burst.

James didn’t miss in the fi-
nal 4:29 of the half, scoring 10 
points on a 4-for-4 run from the 
floor and fueling what became 
16-5 spurt that gave miami a 
64-46 lead going into the locker 
room. and for good measure, 
miami got the first two baskets 
of the second half, pushing the 
lead to 22, the biggest of the 
night.

over, right?
not even remotely close. not 

until the final frantic seconds, 
as the heat not only extended 
their win streak but won for the 
fourth time in five nights.

“we found a way,” wade said. 
“i felt like in the first three 
quarters, i couldn’t move. but 
in the fourth, you just find it. 
... we just turned that other 
switch on.”

AP

Heat forward LeBron James drives to the basket against Cavaliers forward Luke Walton during Miami’s 
109-105 win on Sunday. James had 28 points to spark the victory over his former team.

Purdue rebounds with win
Associated Press

wesT laFayeTTe, ind. — 
purdue immediately wanted to 
play again after getting embar-
rassed by in-state rival indiana.

Turns out, the eight-day break 
from games was good for the 
boilermakers. Terone Johnson 
scored 22 points to help purdue 
defeat northwestern 74-43 on 
sunday night and snap a three-
game losing streak.

The wait helped purdue 
perfect its game plan against 
an extremely structured 
northwestern offense that can 
be difficult to defend.

“i think it’s always tough to 
wait that long, especially af-
ter coming off a loss the way 
we lost at iu,” Johnson said. 
“you feel like you want to play 
the next day to get that loss off 
your mind. but i thought it was 

a definite advantage against 
their (northwestern’s) system. 
The way they do things, you 
have to play totally different. it 
definitely helped us out.”

purdue had lost five of six, 
and its last three losses had 
come by a combined 61 points, 
including the 83-55 loss to the 
top-ranked hoosiers. Though 
the boilermakers were forced 
to wait to play, they wasted no 
time getting back to work.

“i think we had a lot of good 
practices in a row,” Terone 
Johnson said. “when we came 
back from iu, we didn’t take a 
day off, we practiced the next 
day. we had a really hard prac-
tice, actually, and i think that 
carried on into the week of 
practice.”

d.J. byrd scored 13 points and 
ronnie Johnson and rapheal 
davis added 10 each for the 

boilermakers (13-14, 6-8 big 
Ten), who shot 53 percent from 
the field and outrebounded 
the wildcats 48-23. it was the 
second-largest victory margin 
of the season for purdue and 
the worst loss of the season for 
northwestern.

purdue coach matt painter 
benched no. 2 scorer a.J. 
hammons to start the game. 
The 7-foot center, who leads 
the big Ten in blocked shots 
during conference play, had 
six points and two blocks in 12 
minutes.

“he’s trying to play hard on 
wednesday and saturday,” 
painter said. “you’ve got to play 
hard every single day.”

Tre demps led northwestern 
with nine points. reggie 
hearn, who scored 26 points in 
northwestern’s 75-60 win on 
Feb. 2, finished with eight.

NCaa MeN’s basketball
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Nd WOMeN’s teNNIs | nd 4, baylor 2; nd 4, indiana 3

irish top two 
ranked squads

By KATIE HEIT
sports writer

The no. 22 irish notched 
two more wins in their pur-
suit of a f ifth straight big 
east tit le with a 4-2 vic-
tory over no. 19 baylor on 
saturday and a 4-3 win over 
no. 60 indiana on sunday. 

notre dame (7-3) took 
control early against baylor 
(4-7) on saturday at eck 
Tennis pavilion, claim-
ing the doubles point 
with victories at no. 2 
and no. 3 doubles. Junior 
Jennifer kellner and senior 
chrissie mcgaffigan bat-
tled through a long match 
against baylor junior alex 
leatu and freshman kiah 
generette, eventually de-
feating the pair 9-8 (7-5) 
in a tiebreaker. Freshman 
Quinn gleason and sopho-
more katherine w hite also 
claimed a doubles victory 
in a tiebreaker, winning at 
no. 3 doubles 9-8 (7-2). 

mcgaffigan said gleason 
and w hite played a big part 
in the team’s win.

“Quinn and katherine 
won the last two doubles 
points in tiebreakers,” 
mcgaffigan said. “They re-
ally showed how tough they 
are.” 

The irish battled through 
their singles matches, fall-
ing behind when w hite 
and freshman Julie vrabel 
each dropped their match-
es. w hite lost to freshman 
maria biryukova, 6-2, 6-4 
and vrabel fell to leatu, 
6-4, 6-3. 

with the bears ahead 2-1, 

the irish began their come-
back, winning matches at 
no. 1, 2 and 4 singles. 

mcgaffigan said the win 
over a highly-ranked team 
is an excellent confidence 
booster for the irish. 

on sunday, the irish 
hit the road and faced 
indiana in bloomington, 
ind. kellner said the match 
against indiana (8-3), held 
less than a day after the 
close game against baylor 
the day before, was a tes-
tament to notre dame’s 
strength.

“indiana was a good 
match for us to win,” 
kellner said. “it showed we 
can tough it out when ev-
eryone’s a bit tired.” 

The irish had to over-
come a large deficit against 
the hoosiers. after win-
ning the doubles point, the 
irish lost three straight sin-
gles matches. mcgaffigan, 
vrabel and sophomore 
molly o’koniewski lost 
at nos. 4, 5 and 6 singles, 
bringing the score to 3-1 in 
favor of indiana. 

kellner and gleason 
made it a tie game, with 
each winning in three-set 
matches. Junior britney 
sanders completed the 
comeback with a 6-7, 7-5, 
6-4 victory over indiana se-
nior leslie hureau, clench-
ing the victory for the irish.

The irish will be back in 
action Thursday when they 
host western michigan at 5 
p.m. 

Contact Katie Heit at 
kheit@nd.edu

sOftball | piraTe inviTaTional

Team dominates Invitational
By KATIE HEIT
sports writer

coming off two straight 
losses against top opponents, 
the irish managed to turn 
their momentum around and 
sweep the pirate invitational 
in greenville, n.c., this week-
end, outscoring the competi-
tion 30-7. 

The weekend began with 
two victories on saturday 
against east carolina (5-7) 
and liberty (3-6), 9-1 and 10-2 
respectively. in both con-
tests, the irish (8-5) claimed 
the win in only five innings. 

sophomore catcher cassidy 
whidden said the key to the 
dominant wins was notre 
dame’s offense. 

“we really hit the ball well 
this weekend,” whidden said. 
“we attacked good pitches 
and put the ball in play.” 

dominating players in-
cluded sophomore outfielder 
emilee koerner — who went 
5-for-6 on saturday, includ-
ing a home run, a double 
and four runs scored — and 
junior pitcher laura winter, 
who hit the first home run of 
her college career. 

sunday, the irish took on 
Fairfield (2-2) before facing 
off with east carolina once 
again. haus said Fairfield 
proved to be the hardest 
competition of the weekend. 

“The game against Fairfield 
was definitely the toughest,” 
haus said. “it came down 
to back to back home runs 
by [koerner and winter] in 
the bottom of the seventh to 
bring home the win.” 

koerner’s home run tied 
the game at 4-4 in the bottom 
of the seventh. shortly after,

winter hit a home run with 
a full-count and gave the 

irish the walk-off 5-4 victory.
after never homering in her 

first two seasons, the game-
winner was winter’s third 
homer in as many games on 
the weekend.

The irish rounded out the 
weekend with a final game 
against east carolina. notre 
dame pulled ahead early, 
finishing the top of the first 
inning with a 5-0 lead. The 
pirates responded in the bot-
tom of the second and man-
aged to put two hitters on 
base before senior pitcher 
brittany o’donnell clenched 
the inning with a strike-
out.  whidden completed the 
irish scoreboard with a long 
hit over the wall in center to 
bring the final score to 6-0. 

whidden said the irish 
weren’t worried about who 
their opponents were during 

the long weekend. 
“we just focused on bring-

ing the best notre dame 
team to the field every game,” 
whidden said. “our goal was 
to finish every inning, pitch 
and play.” 

with another four-game 
weekend ahead of them, 
koerner said the sweep at the 
pirate invitational was a huge 
boost in momentum. 

“it definitely gave us con-
fidence,” koerner said. “we 
proved how good of a team 
we can be and we set the bar 
high for ourselves and each 
game we play next.” 

The irish hit the field again 
saturday when they compete 
in the citrus classic in buena 
vista, Fla. 

Contact Katie Heit at 
kheit@nd.edu

 Observer File Photo

Irish junior pitcher Laura Winter winds up in Notre Dame’s 6-5 win 
over Cleveland State on April 19, 2012.

Nba

Thunder routs Bulls
Associated Press 

oklahoma ciTy  — russell 
westbrook scored 23 points, kevin 
durant and serge ibaka both 
contributed double-doubles and 
the oklahoma city Thunder held 
chicago to the worst shooting 
performance in the nba this sea-
son, beating the bulls 102-72 on 
sunday night.

The Thunder, who had allowed 
an average of 113 points over their 
previous four games, broke out of a 
rough defensive patch by limiting 
chicago to 29.1 percent shooting.

The bulls also had their worst 
shooting performance of last sea-
son in oklahoma city, when they 
connected on just 33 percent. 
midway through the third quar-
ter, chicago had missed 44 of its 
55 shots and was on pace for the 

worst shooting night in franchise 
history.

The Thunder led 61-39 at that 
point, and the margin reached 32 
with both teams’ starters sitting 
out the fourth quarter.

nate robinson and luol deng 
had 13 points apiece to lead 
chicago.

durant had 19 points, 16 re-
bounds and six assists and ibaka 
had 17 points, 10 rebounds and 
three blocks as oklahoma city 
won its second straight after los-
ing three in a row for the first time 
this season. The Thunder also 
had the previous best defensive 
performance of the season by 
holding charlotte to 29.11 percent 
shooting in a 114-69 blowout in 
november.

chicago’s final percentage of 
29.06, on 25 for 86 shooting, was 

a smidgen worse. carlos boozer 
had just two points, making one 
of his five shots, and Joakim noah 
had eight points and nine re-
bounds. The bulls came in as the 
third-lowest scoring team in the 
nba and ranked 23rd in shooting 
percentage.

curiously, the bulls also are 
responsible for the best shooting 
percentage by a team this season 
— making 63.8 percent against 
cleveland in november.

each of the Thunder’s previous 
four opponents had made at least 
46 percent from the field against 
a team that prides itself on being 
among the nba’s best defenses 
— in addition to being the highest-
scoring team. oklahoma city was 
able to avoid giving up at least 100 
points in a fifth straight game for 
the first time since January 2011.

Nba
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MeN’s teNNIs | ohio sTaTe 7, nd 0

Team falls to no. 4 buckeyes in sweep 
By PETER STEINER
sports writer

Facing its toughest opponent 
this year, no. 25 notre dame fell to 
no. 4 ohio state, 7-0, on saturday in 
columbus, ohio.

The irish (6-5) were unable to 
take a point in the match, but they 
gave the buckeyes (12-2) a run for 

their money at no. 2 and no. 6 sin-
gles in matches that came down to 
the third set.

“i thought that we competed 
pretty well in some of the lineup 
spots,” irish coach bobby bayliss 
said. “in a couple of them, they sim-
ply had too much firepower for us, 
and it was hard to really quantify 
the competitiveness of the match. 

we just didn’t have answers for 
some of the things they were able 
to do.” 

irish freshman Quentin 
monaghan was the biggest bright 
spot of the day for the irish. playing 
at no. 2 singles for the third time 
this spring season, the freshman 
took no. 2 buckeyes junior peter 
kobelt down to the wire. after drop-
ping the first set 6-3, monaghan 
rallied to claim the second set, 7-5. 
in a super tiebreaker for the third 
set, he ultimately lost 14-12 against 
the second-ranked singles player in 
the nation.

“i thought Quentin monaghan, 
who had a number of match 
points, competed great,” bayliss 
said. “Quentin really just believes 
he has a chance to win no matter 
what the odds. he isn’t afraid to go 
for his shots when he has to, but, 
more importantly, he doesn’t take 
plays off.”

at no. 1 singles, irish junior greg 
andrews also faced a top singles 
player in no. 62 buckeyes junior 
blaz rola. andrews competed well 
in the first set — losing 6-4 — before 
falling victim to rola’s overwhelm-
ing game in the second set, 6-1.

“i thought greg andrews com-
peted very hard and could have 
easily won the first set,” bayliss 
said. “i do believe that blaz rola is 
probably the best player in college 
tennis.”

in the bottom half of the singles 
lineup, notre dame proved the 
toughest for ohio state at no. 4 and 

no. 6 singles. irish senior michael 
moore started his match at no. 6 
singles out strong, taking the first 
set 6-3. The senior, however, then 
dropped the final two sets by the 
same margin. irish junior billy 
pecor met a similar fate at no. 4 
singles, but took four games in both 
sets.

The buckeyes are the fourth 
top-10 ranked team the irish have 
played. after defeating the irish 
on saturday, the buckeyes played 
a similarly-ranked team in no. 24 
lsu on sunday. The Tigers were 
unable to take a set against the 
buckeyes and only won 21 total 
games in the six singles matches. 
The irish, meanwhile, took two sets 
and 43 games from the buckeyes.

while the irish lost 7-0, bayliss 
said the matches against top teams 
are helping the team improve and 
prepare for rest of the season.

“i think we are improving,” 
bayliss said. “i think we are learn-
ing on the fly, and we are competing 
better. while i was disappointed we 
didn’t have anything to show for our 
efforts against ohio state, i’m en-
couraged with the play of a number 
of our players, and we’re doing cer-
tain things better.”

The irish will have the entire week 
to prepare for its next match against 
no. 75 wisconsin, who they will face 
on march 3 in madison, wis.

Contact Peter Steiner at  
psteiner@nd.edu

feNCING | noTre dame duals

irish go undefeated 
at home

Observer Staff Report 

in notre dame’s final meet 
before the midwest conference 
championships, the irish put on 
a dominating performance, as the 
men’s and women’s teams went a 
combined 13-0 at the notre dame 
duals at the castellan Family 
Fencing center in the Joyce center.

The women rolled to a 6-0 re-
cord, and six fencers posted un-
defeated records with at least five 
decisions, backing up their no. 1 
ranking and building off their 3-0 
clean sweep at the duke duals 
two weeks ago.

senior epeeists courtney 
hurley (11-0), sophomore epee-
ist nicole ameli (10-0) and senior 
epeeist ewa nelip (9-0) all had 
strong performances, as did fresh-
man foil lee kiefer (8-0) and soph-
omore sabreuse mary regan (8-0).  
still, no one could top sophomore 
epee ashley severson’s record, as 
she went a dominating 12-0 on the 
day.

The women’s epee unit was par-
ticularly impressive, going 52-2 
over the course of the meet, includ-
ing a combined 18-0 mark against 
detroit and no. 7 northwestern.

The no. 2 men’s team, trying to 
rebound from a 1-2 mark at the 
duke duals, started off on a rocky 
note, with a narrow 15-12 win over 
cleveland state. The irish sailed 
from there, though, earning lop-
sided defeats over wayne state, 
detroit, northwestern, lawrence, 
air Force and chicago.

The irish did all this without top 
senior foil gerek meinhardt, who 
won bronze this weekend at the 
la coruna world cup in spain. 
Freshman sabreists John hallsten, 
junior sabre kevin hassett, and se-
nior sabre william mcgough each 
posted 7-0 marks. Junior foil ariel 
desmet and senior sabre Jason 
choy went 6-0 on the day, while 
sophomore epeeist dale purdy 
added five wins of his own, giv-
ing the irish total of 12 undefeated 
fencers with at least five decisions.

with saturday’s victories, the 
irish women improved their duals 
record to 26-1, while the men im-
proved to 19-7 on the year.

The irish will look to build 
on this momentum into next 
weekend, when they host the 
midwest Fencing conference 
championships starting on 
saturday.

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Irish freshman Quentin Monaghan returns a shot in Notre Dame’s 4-3 
victory  over Michigan on Feb. 16. The Irish lost to Ohio State on Sunday.
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By SAM GANS
sports writer

no. 3 notre dame overcame 
a late deficit and recovered af-
ter allowing the tying goal with 
one second remaining in the 
fourth quarter to defeat no. 8 
penn state, 10-9, in overtime at 
holuba hall in university park, 
pa., on sunday.

Freshman attack matt 
kavanagh scored the game-
winning goal for the irish 
(2-0) with 1:34 remaining in 
the first overtime. irish coach 
kevin corrigan said the game-
winning goal was the result of 
strong efforts from numerous 
notre dame players, but he also 
praised the skill of the first-year 
attack. The goal was kavanagh’s 
fifth through his first two colle-
giate games, as he scored four 
times in a 13-5 season-opening 
win at duke on Feb. 16.

“when matt kavanagh gets 
opportunities, he’s going to 
make plays. … he’s a tough, 
competitive kid who hung in 
there when we needed him,” 
corrigan said.

notre dame trailed 7-5 early 
in the fourth quarter before it 
tied the game at seven apiece 
after junior midfielder liam 
o’connor scored with 9:28 
left in regulation. The nittany 
lions (2-1) took the lead again 
shortly afterwards when ju-
nior midfielder Tom lacrosse 

scored with 6:24 remaining.
The irish rebounded to tie 

the game once more when 
sophomore attack conor doyle 
scored his third goal of the 
game with 24 seconds left, and 
o’connor won the following 
faceoff and scored six seconds 
later to give the irish a one-goal 
lead with 18 seconds to play. 
but lacrosse scored his third 
goal of the game with just one 
tick left on the clock to force the 
extra session. 

corrigan said he was pleased 

to win the game but said the 
irish need to improve in many 
areas.

“we had talked before the 
game that you need to play well, 
and you need to make plays,” 
corrigan said. “and i thought 
on the day as a whole, we made 
plays, but we didn’t play well. 
because we didn’t play well, we 
dug ourselves a couple holes. 
we dug our way out and then let 
them get back in it again with 

less than a second to go in the 
game. 

“so we know we’ve got some 
things to work on, but very 
proud of the way the guys kept 
their poise and played hard and 
made plays when we had to 
make them.”

The contest marked the sec-
ond year in a row notre dame 
and penn state went to over-
time, as the nittany lions won 
4-3 last season, but corrigan 
said he thought the results were 
coincidental.

“one year to the next is a 
whole different thing,” corrigan 
said. “That was a different team 
and a different year, so i don’t 
think there’s any carry over that 
way.”

despite rough stretches of 
play, corrigan said he was hap-
py to get a road win against a 
top-10 opponent he sees as very 
similar to his own.

“i think [the nittany lions] 
are a very good team and they’re 
smart and they really kind of 
make you go through your pac-
es,” corrigan said. “and i think 
in a lot of ways they’re a lot like 
we are.”

The irish are next in action 
when they compete in their 
home opener against no. 9 
north carolina on saturday at 
noon.

Contact Sam Gans at              
sgans@nd.edu

irish prevail in oT thriller
MeN’s laCrOsse | nd 10, penn sTaTe 9

“When Matt 
Kavanagh gets 
opportunities, 
he’s going to make 
plays.”
Kevin Corrigan 
Irish coach

Nd WOMeN’s basketball | nd 84, depaul 56

ND stakes claim 
in Chicago

By CORY BERNARD
sports writer

in a weekend matchup of re-
gional rivals, no. 2 notre dame 
emphatically showed who had the 
upper hand in the neighborhood 
sunday.

The irish (25-1, 13-0 big east) 
never trailed in their 84-56 rout 
of depaul on sunday in chicago. 
senior guard skylar diggins put 
the irish on the board first after a 
quick steal and jumper and never 
looked back. diggins filled the stat 
sheet with 17 points, 10 rebounds 
and 10 assists to record her sec-
ond career triple-double and the 
fourth in program history. 

diggins got plenty of help from 
her teammates as three other irish 
starters scored in double figures, 
led by freshman guard Jewell 
loyd’s 19 points. Just last year, 
loyd was playing basketball at 
niles west high school in nearby 
lincolnwood, ill., but sunday 
night she possessed the compo-
sure of a much older player.

“it feels so great [for loyd] 
because a lot of times players 
get a little nervous when they 
come home,” irish coach muffet 
mcgraw said. “They try a little too 
hard and they press things during 
the game, trying to make things 
happen. but she just relaxed and 
had fun and really had a fantastic 
game. For a freshman to have that 
in her home town that’s a little un-
usual, i think it shows just what a 
great player she is.”

depaul (18-9, 7-6) announced 
wednesday that tickets for the 
game had sold out as the blue 
demons prepared to put their 13-
game home winning streak on the 
line against the irish. however, 
notre dame snapped the winning 
streak as well as its own streak of 
poor play in mcgrath-phillips 
arena. depaul entered the contest 
holding an 11-6 series advantage 
at home against notre dame and 
beat the irish in the 2011 season 
finale the last time the two teams 
met in chicago.

“i’m really excited,” mcgraw 
said. “i think that was a really 
important win for us. we had not 
played well there in the past so 

it was great to come away with 
such a convincing win. They’re an 
ncaa tournament team. 

“They’re a really good team and 
for us to play as well as we did, i 
thought one of the best games of 
the season. it was great.”

mcgraw said the win also dem-
onstrated notre dame’s strong 
ties to the chicago area and its 
commitment maintaining a 
strong regional presence.

“it’s a big rivalry for us,” she said. 
“we recruit chicago quite a bit so 
i think there was a lot of people in 
the stands. we had a great crowd, a 
lot of alums in the chicago area, a 
lot of players and their families so 
it’s great to come out with a win.”

The big win came on the heels 
of some extended rest for the irish. 
notre dame most recently played 
Feb. 17 against marquette, and 
mcgraw said the break helped 
energize the streaking irish, who 
have now rattled off 20 straight 
wins.

“we had a long break and it re-
ally was good for us,” she said. “we 
had time to rest and to recharge 
mentally and physically and i 
think it did us a world of good. 
i mean, we’ve just come out of 
that and played so well. having 
had that break i think that was a 
big key for us. our intensity has 
been really, really good. i thought 
we started the game with a lot of 
intensity.”

depaul played its eighth straight 
game without senior guard 
anna martin, who leads the blue 
demons in scoring at 16.2 points 
per game and is currently out of 
commission with a knee injury.

“she is the key to their team, 
she’s their best player,” mcgraw 
said of martin. “They’re a com-
pletely different team without her 
in the lineup and i think that was 
definitely very helpful for us. The 
way that we played, i don’t know. 
but it’s a big loss for them not hav-
ing anna martin.”

notre dame has one day off 
before playing no. 21 syracuse 
on Tuesday at 7 p.m. in purcell 
pavilion.

Contact Cory Bernard at          
cbernard@nd.edu

SARAH O’CONNOR | The Observer

Senior guard Skylar Diggins goes up for a layup in Notre Dame’s 93-
64 win over Louisville on  Feb. 11. 
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By VICKY JACOBSEN
sports writer

The irish became the first 
non-conference opponent to 
sweep Tulane at home in 16 
years, beating the green wave 
by scores of 2-1, 3-1 and 8-3 in 
new orleans.

but the possibility of a series 

sweep almost ended in its 
first game. Junior right-hand-
ed pitcher dan slania escaped 
from trouble in the eighth 
inning but loaded the bases 
with one out in the bottom of 
the ninth as the irish clung to 
a 2-1 lead on Friday night. he 
then struck out Tulane senior 
first baseman sean potkay 

and got senior third baseman 
garrett cannizaro to f ly out 
for the final out of the night.

“obviously it’s [nerve-
racking],” irish coach mik 
aoki said. “That’s part of why 
you’re in this thing, you enjoy 
those moments of competi-
tion and not knowing how 
things are going to turn out. 

but we’ve got a pretty good 
guy on the mound in that par-
ticular situation, so i kind of 
felt like the odds were with us, 
to be honest.”

notre dame senior out-
fielder and co-captain charlie 
markson said that slania’s 
confidence extends to his 
fielders.

“dan is a closer, and even 
when he gets in to tough sit-
uations he’s been there be-
fore, he knows how to close a 
game,” markson said. “we all 
have confidence behind him. 
and he has confidence in us, 
he knows we’re going to make 
plays for him.”

Friday’s runs came cour-
tesy of junior third baseman 
eric Jagielo, who hit a two-
run homer in the sixth inning 
with markson on first base. 
The home run, the third of the 
season for Jagielo, secured the 
win for junior sean Fitzgerald, 
who allowed seven hits in six-
and-a-third innings and at 
one point retired 15 consecu-
tive batters.

The pitching staff stole the 
show again on saturday, with 
five hurlers combining for 
one run allowed on eight hits. 
senior right-handed pitcher 
adam norton allowed seven 
hits but kept all but one base 
runner from scoring in five 
innings of work.

“i thought norty yesterday 
did a really good job com-
peting without necessarily 
his best stuff with him,” aoki 
said.

notre dame took the ear-
ly lead in the first inning. 
senior second baseman Frank 
desico, the leadoff hitter, took 
a walk from Tulane senior 
right-hander alex byo, then 
moved to third on a steal and 
throwing error. Jagielo stole 

second base after being inten-
tionally walked by byo, and 
the two scored when sopho-
more outfielder ryan bull hit 
a double down the left-field 
line.

notre dame enjoyed a 
little bit more breathing 
room during sunday’s mati-
nee. Freshman right-hander 
david hearne struggled in 
the start, giving up four hits 
and one run in two and two-
thirds innings, but freshman 
righty nick mccarty hurled 
four scoreless innings while 
giving up just one hit. Junior 
right-hander donnie hissa, 
who bridged the gap between 
hearne and mccarty, was 
charged with the other two 

runs. 
bull had a career-high four 

hits, including a home run. 
The irish manufactured a 2-0 
lead in the first, as desico and 
bull scored with a combina-
tion of walks, steals, infield 
singles and sacrifice f lies. 
sophomore outfielder mac 
hudgins collected two more 
rbis with a double in the 
fourth. notre dame added 
two more runs in the seventh 
and scored their last in the 
eighth inning.

“sometimes the balls you 
hit hard fall, sometimes they 
don’t, and today they were 
falling,” markson said after 
sunday’s game. “i don’t want 
to say we got luckier today 
but we just stayed with our 
approach and the ball found 
holes more often than in the 
first two games.”

markson said the win was 
affirmation for a team that 
expects to surpass the accom-
plishments of past seasons.

“obviously, it’s not like 
umass gives a hoot that we 
swept Tulane, but i think we 
should allow ourselves to en-
joy it,” aoki said. “but at the 
end of the day we’re six games 
into our 56 game season, so 
we’d be putting the cart be-
fore the horse to think we’ve 
reached the pinnacle.”

The irish will try and keep 
the good times rolling at the 
irish baseball classic in cary, 
n.c. next weekend. First pitch 
against umass will be thrown 
at 3 p.m. on Friday.

Contact Vicky Jacobsen at 
vjacobse@nd.edu

baseball

notre dame completes historic sweep at Tulane

“That’s part of 
why you’re in this 
thing, you enjoy 
those moments of 
competition and 
not knowing how 
things are going to 
turn out.”
Mik Aoki 
Irish coach
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summerhays was dominant 
at points in saturday’s game, 
only allowing a first-period 
goal by junior forward mike 
cichy. rust continued his big 
weekend for the irish with an-
other goal that left it 1-1 at the 
end of the first. The goalten-
ders played out the equivalent 
of a pitcher’s duel for the rest 
of regulation, and overtime 
ended without a goal for ei-
ther side as well. The shootout 
was another story, however, as 
goals by rust and junior cen-
ter anders lee combined with 
summerhays stalwart perfor-
mance in the net to give the 
irish a victory — and the two 
crucial points that came with 
it.

one of the keys in saturday’s 
defensive clinic was the perfor-
mance of the irish penalty kill, 
a unit Jackson has been wor-
ried about in the second half of 
the season. 

“our penalty kill did a pretty 

good job over the weekend, we 
killed off all but one opportu-
nity,” Jackson said. “both parts 
of our special teams still need 
to improve… but this weekend 
penalty kill was better, and 
worked for us.”

The irish only have a little 
time left to improve, as this 
weekend’s tilt against bowling 
green is their final regular 
season series. and after play-
ing against top-10 opponents 
two weekends in a row, notre 
dame’s focus and energy will 
be tested by the young and 
talented Falcons. regardless, 
Jackson said he isn’t worried.

“we can’t afford a letdown,” 
Jackson said. “we’re still trying 
to get into the ncaa tourna-
ment, and this weekend will be 
huge for that.”

The irish will take on bowling 
green in their final home se-
ries of the regular season at 
compton Family ice arena this 
weekend.

Contact Casey Karnes at 
wkarnes@nd.edu

quickness, is accompanied by 
ellixson’s toughness. in a game 
against holy cross in the 2010 sea-
son, ellixson broke his lower left 
orbital, but despite the injury con-
tinued to play. ellixson character-
ized his fighting style in boxing as 
purposeful.

“i would describe [my boxing 
style] as aggressive,” ellixson said. 
“i have always gotten teased for 
being aggressive, but it’s one of 
those where i feel like i am in pret-
ty good shape, so i just want to be 
opportunistic i guess. when i see 
a window i take it.” 

The similarities between box-
ing and football have helped 
ellixson in his two years of par-
ticipating in bengal bouts. a cer-
tain harmony between body and 
mind is developed through train-
ing and then it is a head-to-head 
matchup against the opponent, 
ellixson said.

“obviously, they are both 
physical sports,” ellixson said. 
“specifically playing offensive 
line, there’s a lot of thinking and 
quick decisions. They are both 
fast-paced sports where you want 
to get to the point where you know 
things so well that you don’t have 
to think, because when you are 
thinking, you are slow. it’s some-
thing to train your body and your 
mind to know, ‘This is what i need 
to do,’ and it has to become second 
nature.” 

ellixson said jokingly there are 
differences between boxing and 
football, as he reminisced about 
his time playing at brown. 

“it’s a little easier to ‘pay 

someone back’ in boxing, than it 
is in football,” ellixson said. “in 
football, especially on the offen-
sive line, you can only hit people in 
[the torso]. but in boxing it opens 
things up a little bit. i miss play-
ing football, but it’s a very different 
thing from a team to individual 
sports.”

although ellixson fell in love 
with bengal bouts, his parents 
were not quite on the same page, 
he said.

“[my mom] can’t watch,” 
ellixson said. “we sent her the vid-
eos of the fights, as soon as she sees 
me get hit once, she can’t watch it. 
it’s the same thing with when i 
wrestled in high school. she would 
watch [with her eyes covered] and 
my dad would have to give her the 
play-by-play. she’s not a huge fan 
of it.”   

compared to his mom, ellixson 
said his dad looked at his boxing in 
good spirits, but it brought to light 

why ellixson boxes. 
“my dad joked the other day, 

‘what am i supposed to tell peo-
ple when they ask me why i am 
letting my son box while he is at 
law school?’” ellixson said. “but 
i played football my entire life, 
i played football in college, so i 
definitely know the risks. it’s scary 
with all the concussion stuff, but 
we do all of the concussion testing 
with bengal bouts, which i find ex-
tremely important. i’m really hap-
py that we do that stuff. it’s always 
good to monitor these things, es-
pecially when this is such a physi-
cal sport. but i love it. i guess it is 
what i have always done.”  

brian “long arms of the law” 
ellixson will compete in the 205-
lb. weight class semifinals against 
evan “heavy duty” escobedo on 
Tuesday night at the Jacc.   

Contact Isaac Lorton at 
ilorton@nd.edu

ellixson
conTinued From page 20

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Second-year law student Brian Ellixson fights in the Bengal Bouts 
quarterfinals on Feb. 17. Ellixson will fight in the semifinals Tuesday.

bearcats
conTinued From page 20

rebounding performances. on 
sunday, notre dame buried 
its first four shots, including a 
pair of jumpers fromrebound-
ing performances. on sunday, 
notre dame buried its first four 
shots, including a pair of jump-
ers from senior forward Tom 
knight.

“with the [Feb. 16] 
providence [game] and the pitt 
game, we actually didn’t have 
very good starts, and we had 
to fight back in both of those 
games,” knight said. “coming 
out this game, hitting those 
few shots, we’re like ‘ok, we’re 
in our groove. we’re back. let’s 
keep this going. let’s keep 
building off it.’”

unlike monday when 
pittsburgh squandered its lead, 
notre dame did keep building 
off its early first-half lead and 
continued its dominance in 
the second half. The irish had 
a sterling start after the inter-
mission, as junior guard eric 
atkins made a shifty layup and 
buried a corner three to give 
the irish a 34-15 lead.

“we always say the first four 
minutes is the most important 
time of the game so for us to 
come out there and get those 
five quick points was huge for 
us because that kind of takes 
the will out of a team after al-
ready being down at halftime,” 
atkins said. “so i think we did 
a good job of coming out and 
really making the lead even 
bigger.”

The bearcats threatened 
in the second half and sliced 
the lead to 39-30 by forcing 
turnovers, but notre dame re-
sponded and extended the ad-
vantage back to 62-41 with 1:17 
remaining.

The irish held cincinnati to 
32 percent shooting from the 
field and outrebounded the 
bearcats 43-27. cincinnati’s top 
two scorers, junior guard sean 

kilpatrick and senior guard 
cashmere wright, scored 
six points and zero points, 
respectively.

The notre dame back-
court had more success, as ju-
nior guards Jerian grant and 
eric atkins scored 13 and 11 
points, respectively. senior 
forwards Tom knight and Jack 
cooley added 12 and 11 points, 
respectively.

with the victory, the irish 
are situated at fifth place in 
the big east, just one-and-a-
half games back of conference-
leading georgetown and a 
half-game behind syracuse, 
louisville and marquette. The 
irish square off with the no. 
17 golden eagles on saturday, 
looking to maneuver their way 
into the top four in the confer-
ence and claim a double-bye 
for the big east tournament. 

brey said his team is confi-
dent heading into postseason 
play.

“i also think they’re feeling 
good because it’s getting to be 
time,” brey said. “[atkins and 
grant] love big games. They’ve 
delivered. They like when the 
lights are bright and i know 
they’re feeling, ‘here’s march 
right around the corner.’ They 
also know we’re in the hunt for 
a [big east] title. They’re excit-
ed about that.” 

eight players played at least 
eight minutes in the first half, 
including senior center garrick 
sherman and freshman for-
wards Zach auguste and cam 
biedscheid. auguste reeled in 
eight first-half rebounds.

irish graduate student 
guard scott martin, who has 
missed the last nine games 
with knee soreness, dressed 
but did not play.

The irish square off with 
marquette on saturday at 2 
p.m. at the bradley center in 
milwaukee.

Contact Mike Monaco at  
jmonaco@nd.edu

Jackson
conTinued From page 20
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CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: billy Zane, 47; helen shaver, 62; edward 
James olmos, 66; emmanuelle riva, 86

Happy Birthday: you’ll need to focus on what’s important if you want to get 
ahead. utilizing your skills efficiently will be necessary if you are going to finish 
what you start. learning to do things on a budget will be the deciding factor 
when it comes to your success. secret dealings will not end up being advanta-
geous. your numbers are 7, 12, 22, 29, 35, 41, 46.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Treat, pamper and play. you deserve a much-needed 
break and should make plans to engage in something that will inspire, motivate 
and boost your confidence. open up and be receptive to romantic opportunities. 
love is on the rise. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): do something nice for someone without being 
asked. your gesture will bring rewards far beyond your expectations. Taking on a 
partner will bring about a wide variety of opportunities to learn and to travel.  

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): you’ll be expected to make changes in order to help 
someone. do your best to form an alliance that will be benefit everyone involved. 
love is in the stars, but so is deception and disillusionment. choose wisely. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): interact with friends and peers. networking will al-
low you to discuss your ideas and plans for the future. a partnership will develop, 
bringing greater stability and clout to your plans. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): love can make you do strange things. keep your credit 
cards in a safe place and stick to whatever budget you set. Trying to impress 
someone with what you have will not lead to a good connection. invest in your 
home. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): put greater emphasis on what you want to get out of 
a partnership. meeting someone halfway will allow you to build a solid base for 
future projects. sincerity coupled with a promise will help you get your way. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Focus on what you need. get out, do a little shopping 
or make an effort to pick up skills, information or connections that will help 
you achieve your personal goals. put time aside to engage in romance or social 
activity.  

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Take hold of whatever situation you face and be 
relentless until you get what you want. your strength, courage and dedication will 
enhance your reputation. increase your living space or create a place to work on 
creative projects. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Truth will be difficult to come by. asking opin-
ions will lead to false information. you have to dig deep and find out what you 
need to know firsthand. don’t settle for someone else’s decision. make up your 
own mind and act accordingly. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): an unusual investment opportunity will catch 
your eye. look at the stats and wager what you can do to turn a profit. old 
memories and past experience will guide you in the right direction. Time is on 
your side, so don’t act impulsively. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):let your intuition guide you when making physical, 
emotional or financial changes. keep moderation in mind and only do what you 
feel you can handle. greater discipline will help you achieve your goals. love is in 
the stars. 

PISCES (Feb. 19- March 20): invest in your endeavors. Figure out your strategy 
and discuss what you want to do with someone who has wisdom and experience. 
money is within reach and greater stability will develop if you are vigilant when 
dealing with contracts. 

Birthday Baby: you have an unusual outlook. you are a visionary and a leader.
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MeN’s basketball | nd 62, cincinnaTi 41

Declawing the Bearcats
No. 25 Irish hold Cincinnati to 41 points, earn second consecutive win

By MIKE MONACO
sports writer

The story began the same, 
but the roles and the result were 
different.

propelled by a hot start, 
no. 25 notre dame defeated 
cincinnati 62-41 on sunday 
afternoon at a sold-out purcell 
pavilion behind physical defen-
sive and rebounding efforts. 

“i am so pleased and excited 
about our defensive and re-
bounding identity that we’ve 
really done now two games 
in a row, pittsburgh and 
[cincinnati],” irish coach mike 
brey said. “i thought we did a 
great job of staying in front of 
people who wanted to beat us 
off the dribble all night. we did 
a great job of keeping it to one 
and done. and then you add to 
that 40 minutes of very good of-
fensive efficiency and you have 
a great team win.”

The irish (22-6, 10-5 big east) 
dominated on both ends of 

the floor in the early stages of 
the first half and opened up a 
16-point lead. notre dame held 
the cold-shooting bearcats (19-
9, 7-8) to a school-record low 
15 first-half points in a big east 
game. The 41 total points al-
lowed by notre dame were the 
fewest allowed in a conference 
game for the irish.

leading 6-4 in the opening 
minutes, notre dame went on 
a 16-2 run en route to a record-
setting first half. The irish out-
rebounded cincinnati 21-11 in 
the first stanza, shot 50 percent 
from the field and limited the 
bearcats to 28 percent shooting. 

on monday against 
pittsburgh, the panthers were 
the team that dominated in 
the early going, as the irish 
made just one of their first 
19 shots and fell behind 19-3 
before coming back to down 
the panthers 51-42 behind 
similarly stout defensive and JULIE HERDER| The Observer

Irish forward Jack Cooley backs down a Cincinnati defender in Notre Dame’s 62-41 win over the Bearcats 
at Purcell Pavilion on Sunday. Cooley recorded 11 points and eight rebounds in the victory.

HOCkey | nd 3, wmu 3 (wmu wins so 2-1); nd 1, wmu 1 (nd wins so 2-0)beNGal bOuts

ellixson draws on 
football career

By ISAAC LORTON
sports writer

he may not have known it, but 
second-year law student brian 
ellixson had been preparing for 
bengal bouts his entire life. 

ellixson was a starting offensive 
lineman for brown university and 
a wrestler in high school. one of 
his teammates from brown gave 
rise to ellixson’s interest in bengal 
bouts. 

“one of my friends from under-
grad — we played football together 
— came here for law school and 
he loved [bengal bouts],” ellixson 
said. “i talked to him about law 
school and notre dame in general. 
he told me about [bengal bouts] 
and when i got here, i wasn’t go-
ing to do it because i was going to 
be busy with law school, but one of 
my friends talked me into it and i 
have loved it ever since.”

bengal bouts has been a special 
part of ellixon’s notre dame expe-
rience, he said. 

“i think it is an interesting dy-
namic because these are your 
teammates,” ellixson said. “These 
are the guys you have been work-
ing hard with since halloween and 
then you turn around and this is 
your competition. it’s an interest-
ing dynamic, but everyone wants 

each other to succeed. you always 
see guys happy when other people 
win, but it does make it interesting 
when you go from working togeth-
er to working against each other. 
and obviously the mission of 
bengal bouts makes it something 
really important. you are doing 
something for someone other than 
yourself, which is always good.”

after one year of fighting in the 
bouts, ellixson earned a spot as 
captain. he said that choice was an 
honor and he tries to be as support-
ive and constructive as possible.

“it’s only my second year of box-
ing,” ellixson said. “so, i help out 
when i can in the things we do. 
even if it’s just motivation for the 
workouts. it’s tough day in and day 
out to get everyone up for the really 
tough workouts, especially during 
novice [practices] in the fall, when 
a lot of it is the basic stuff and hard 
training. i try keeping the guys 
motivated, stuff like that. helping 
out whenever i can.” 

during his playing days, brown’s 
athletic site described ellixson as 
“a starting right guard with the ver-
satility to play all three positions. 
he’s athletic and one of brown’s 
strongest offensive linemen.” 

This versatility, strength and 

Irish earn split with Broncos
By CASEY KARNES
sports writer

no. 11 notre dame clinched 
third place in the ccha with 
a split series against no. 8 
western michigan this past 
weekend. 

The irish (19-12-3, 15-8-3-2 
ccha) gained a point Friday 
in a 3-3 regulation tie that the 
broncos (18-8-8, 14-6-6-3) won 
via a 2-1 shootout advantage, 
but then the team responded by 
winning saturday’s shootout 
2-0 after the teams scored only 
one goal each in regulation. 

irish coach Jeff Jackson said 
he believed notre dame’s per-
formance over the past two 
weekends against the top two 
teams in the ccha bodes well 
the playoffs.

“i’m confident our guys are 
somewhat back on track af-
ter the tough month we had 
in January,” Jackson said. “it’s 
good for us to go to miami and 
get a game, and basically come 
out of western michigan even 
as well.”

The teams were evenly 
matched all weekend, answer-
ing every goal with an equaliz-
er. in Friday’s contest, it was the 
broncos who started the scor-
ing, taking a 2-1 first-period 
lead after goals by sophomore 
forwards Justin kovacs and 

will kessel. The lone irish goal 
in that period came from junior 
center david gerths, and junior 
center bryan rust’s 11th goal of 
the season tied the game early 
in the second. after goals by 
notre dame’s forward austin 
wuthrich and broncos’ fresh-
man nolan laporte cancelled 
each other out in the third, the 
game headed to overtime.

both goaltenders held their 
own in the extra period. while 
broncos sophomore Frank 
slubowski only allowed a 
shootout goal to rust, irish ju-
nior goalie steven summerhays 

let senior forward mike leone 
and junior forward chase 
balisy sneak shots by him. 

despite the result of the 
shootout, Jackson said he was 
confident in his goaltender 
moving forward.

“[summerhays] has pret-
ty much been our starter all 
year… and he’s starting to get 
his confidence back,” Jackson 
said. “he made a difference on 
saturday, it was probably his 
best game in the second half [of 
the season].”

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Irish winger Jeff Costello looks for the puck in Notre Dame’s 6-4 win 
over Michigan on Feb. 9.  

see bearcaTs PaGe 18
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