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Law student recounts experiences in Syria

By KATIE MCCARTY 
news writer

notre dame law student 
Kenan rahmani has had his 
share of fear-inducing experi-
ences in his travels to war-torn 
syria, and his mission trip to the 
country over spring break was 
no exception to this rule.

“one night in Kafranbel, we 
were just sitting and eating and 
rockets started falling, fired 
by the syrian government,” 
rahmani said. “There were six 
hours of continuous bombing, 
and we just prayed and tried to 
comfort each other.”

over christmas break, 
rahmani traveled to syria as 

part of a humanitarian aid mis-
sion sponsored by the syrian 
american council. This spring 
break, rahmani returned to the 
country in a group with 20 oth-
ers, traveling from city to city to 
deliver aid to refugees.

uprisings have occurred 
throughout syria against the 
regime of president bashar al-
assad, rahmani said. on his 
second trip, rahmani said he 
delivered supplies like food bas-
kets, baby formula and flour to 
some of the many refugees in 
need.

refugee camps are filled with 
people freezing and children  Photo courtesy of Kenan Rahmani

Kenan Rehmani converses with refugees in a Syrian refugee camp. Rehmani traveled with a group that 
raised over $100,000 worth of supplies to deliver to refugees. 

By CAROLYN HUTYRA
news writer

after weeks of preparation, 
duncan hall will host its first 
campus-wide golf tournament, 
The duncan classic, the week-
end of april 13th and 14th. The 
nine-hole competition will in-
clude separate chipping and 
putting challenges. 

sophomore michael o’brien, 
a duncan hall resident, said 
he saw the potential for an in-
dividual golf tournament for 

the notre dame community 
when coming up with a plan.

“Josh whelan started a new 
tradition in duncan hall, the 
duncan blazer, and i loved the 
idea,” he said. “duncan was in 
need of a new dorm event, and 
i was inspired by Josh’s idea 
and our location by the notre 
dame golf course.” 

o’brien said he decided to 
combine the two ideas and the 
duncan classic was born. 

“This tournament is a way to 
spread the duncan tradition 

with those who participate in 
and win the duncan classic,” 
he said.  

The tournament will include 
separate men’s and women’s 
brackets, o’brien said. any 
students and faculty from 
notre dame, saint mary’s and 
holy cross may participate, 
but to keep the competition 
fair and to encourage more 
participation by amateur golf-
ers, division i golfers may not 
compete.

The dorm also hopes to 

make the event more acces-
sible by providing participants 
with necessary equipment. 

“duncan hall will pro-
vide all participants with a 
set of clubs, if needed, free of 
charge,” he said.  

Those who participate will 
play on saturday, and those 
who make the cut will com-
pete in the next round on 
championship sunday where 
they will play in pairs instead 

Duncan Hall hosts golf tournament rlac 
raffles 

balloon 
ride

By CATHERINE OWERS
news writer 

students looking for off-cam-
pus housing may have extra in-
centive to do so now.  rent like a 
champion is raffling off a hot air 
balloon ride for anyone who signs 
a lease prior to may 1. 

“essentially anyone who signs 
a lease with us from now un-
til the end of the school year 
will be put in a drawing,” mike 
doyle, vice president of business 
development, said. “The win-
ner gets a free hot air balloon ride 
around notre dame with two 
friends.” 

doyle said the company want-
ed a unique promotion students 
would find attractive, finding it in 
michiana balloon rides.  

“a lot of companies do promo-
tions where they’ll give you cash 
or an object if you sign a lease, but 
we were trying to think of some-
thing that would be a cool experi-
ence that we could provide 

conference addresses climate change  
By CHARITHA ISANAKA
news writer

The inaugural climate 
change and the common good 
conference, an event focused 
on the “multidisciplinary ex-
ploration of the challenges and 
opportunities society faces in 
addressing climate change and 
resource scarcity,” was held 
april 8-10 in mcKenna hall.

“[The conference was de-
signed] to show how an im-
portant scientific issue also 
demands help,” associate biol-
ogy professor Jessica hellmann 
said. 

This multidisciplinary event 

brought together the fields of 
technology, science, theology 
and philosophy in facing this 
issue.

“we wanted to show the 
university that climate change 
is critical to our mission,” she 
said. 

almost 450 people regis-
tered for the event, and attend-
ees included representatives 
of various universities as 
well as members of the local 
community.

The topics of the conference 
included “The long Thaw: how 
humans are changing 

BRANDON KEELEAN  | The Observer

Humanitarian aid missions bring food and infrastructure improvements to millions displaced by war
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Corrections
The observer regards itself as 
a professional publication and 
strives for the highest standards 
of journalism at all times. we do, 
however, recognize that we will make 
mistakes. if we have made a mistake, 
please contact us at (574) 631-4541 so 
we can correct our error.
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TODAY

Wednesday

Wellness Wednesday
LaFortune Student 
Center
12 p.m.-1 p.m.
Tips on social anxiety.

MFA Student 
Reading
Hesburgh Library
7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Poetry and prose 
readings by MFA 
students. 

Thursday

Zen Meditation
Coleman-Morse 
Center
5:15 p.m.-6:15 p.m.
Practice meditation. 

Admitted Student 
Open House
Jordan Hall of Science
7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Prospective students 
and parents meet 
faculty and students. 

Friday

Relay for Life 
Compton Family Ice 
Arena
6 p.m.-9 a.m.
Fund cancer research. 

Women’s Lacrosse 
Arlotta Stadium
7 p.m.
Game vs. Loyola.

Saturday

Duncan Classic Golf 
Tournament
Notre Dame Golf 
Course
10 a.m.
Individual 9-hole 
tournament.

Women’s Softball
Melissa Cook Stadium
12 p.m.-4 p.m.
Doubleheader vs. 
Rutgers.

Sunday

Basilica Sunday 
Mass
Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart
10 a.m.-11 a.m.
Music by the Notre 
Dame Liturgical Choir.

Men’s Lacrosse
Arlotta Stadium
11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Game vs. Gerogetown.

WEI LIN | The Observer

Freshman Elizabeth Konicek takes advantage of the 75-degree weather and studies on South Quad on Tuesday.  Students also 
played frisbee and took naps in the balmy temperature.

Have a question you want answered? 
Email obsphoto@gmail.com

Want your event included here?
Email obsnews.nd@gmail.com

Question of the Day:

the next five Days:

What is your favorite Pokemon?

Juan José Daboub
freshman
alumni hall

“charmander.”

Michael Rawls
sophomore
morrissey hall

“roger clemens.”

Jenni Sanchez
senior
welsh Family hall

“bulbasaur.”

Maria Isabel Aguayo
freshman
welsh Family hall

“pikachu.”

Lindsay Smith
senior
welsh Family hall

“who cares?”

Peggy Tull
freshman
pangborn hall

“eevee.”
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that students might not other-
wise have the opportunity to do,” 
doyle said. 

The idea for rent like a 
champion took shape under the 
leadership of three 2001 notre 
dame graduates, he said. 

“it started out with them buy-
ing properties within a mile of 
campus,” he said. “They’d reno-
vate them and rent them out to 
students.” 

while most properties were 
rented to students, several re-
mained untaken. doyle said the 
business decided to offer those 
empty properties for rental to 
fans coming into town on football 
weekends. 

“[The houses] were sitting emp-
ty, and we rented them out for 
football weekends, and that idea 
kind of caught on, and other peo-
ple started asking us to help rent 
out their houses as well,” he said. 

doyle said the business now 
has two sides: renting properties 
to students and weekend rent-
als for events like home football 
games.  

“we have about 15 student 
properties that we own and that 
we rent out on a yearly basis to 
students,” he said. “on the other 
side, we have about 150 properties 
to rent for football weekends and 
graduation.” 

The company now owns fur-
nished homes which range from 
two-bedroom to six-bedroom 

properties . 
“we have places right by cam-

pus and places a little farther out, 
really anything that people could 
want,” he said. “a lot of them come 
with really cool stuff in them like 
Tvs or pool tables. Those are re-
ally popular, especially for larger 
groups.” 

in order to improve the rental 
properties, doyle said the compa-
ny often renovates its properties 
and hires notre dame students 
throughout the school year to 
better understand what appeals 
to students. 

“we try to have our houses 
have really big common spaces, 
big, fenced-in yards, so that the 
houses get better and better every 
year,” he said. 

The company hopes to expand 
the number of properties avail-
able to rent around campus. he 
said rent like a champion is 
now in the process of expanding 
football-weekend rentals to other 
schools like alabama and Florida 
state. Those who live around 
those campuses will have the 
opportunity to list their resi-
dences for rent on the rent like a 
champion website. 

“we don’t own those homes; 
we’re more of a listing service 
website. people will list with us, 
and we’ll help them rent,” doyle 
said. “That side is expanding 
very fast, and that’s definitely 
exciting.” 

Contact Catherine Owers at 
 cowers@nd.edu

rent
conTinued From page 1

By KATIE MCCARTY
news writer

in a land of more than 350 
student organizations and 
clubs, notre dame’s water ski 
club wants to once again reas-
sert its place on the map.

club secretary and fresh-
man heather littlejoh, said the 
club has struggled in recent 
years to cultivate strong mem-
bership and participation.

“The water ski club was 
only started a few years ago 
by adam carlson and ever 
since he graduated, the club 
has gone downhill,” littlejoh, 
said.

“we are essentially working 
together as a team to get as 
much done this year so we can 
really sky rocket with leader-
ship, membership, and cam-
pus activity for next year.”

club president sophomore 

Jackie pau, sais the club cur-
rently had about 20 members 
who practics at a lake 20 miles 
west of campus. permission 
to use the lake was granted 
by alumni from the area, she 
said. The club sporm partici-
pates in collegiate tourna-
ments against other midwest 
teams. Those competitions 
consist of three parts: slalom, 
trick and jump.

“slalom is skiing through 
a course. The goal is to get 
around as many of the six 
buoys you can at the fastest 
speed with the shortest length 
of rope as possible,” paul said. 
“Trick can be anything from 
wake board to trick skis and 
is scored on the difficulty of 
the trick. Jump is when you ski 
over a five foot jump in order 
to jump for distance.

littlejohn said because the 
tournaments get very com-
petitive, even little details 
matter. 

“The ski type, the gloves 
you wear, the life jacket, the 
type of handle on the rope, 
how you hold the rope, it all 
matters,” littlejohn said. 
“obviously the type of boat, 
the driver, the conditions of 
the water are also very impor-
tant, and even the swimsuit 
you wear makes a difference.” 

with south bend’s cold win-
ters, paul said finding time to 
ski can be difficult. 

“most of our tournaments 
are right away in september 

or early october in the fall and 
late april or early may in the 
spring,” paul said. “we prac-
tice as long as the weather co-
operates and people are brave 
enough to deal with the water 
temperatures.”

 The club has something to 
offer to everyone regardless of 
their skill level, paul said.

“it is not necessary to be a 
master of any of these skills 
[slalom, jump, trick] to be a 
part of the club,” he said. “our 
members are at all different 
skill levels.”

“The goal of the club is to of-
fer a welcoming environment 
to all skiers, including begin-
ners,” paul said. The club tries 

to maximize their ski time 
whether they are practicing or 
competing at a tournament, 
she said.

“it is fun to hang out at the 
lake as people get their runs in 
and to just be at the lake,” she 
said.  The tournaments are a 
ton of fun also. it can get com-
petitive but the skiers from all 
of the schools are fun people 
to meet and hang out with for 
a weekend.”

Those interested in joining 
the water ski club ca, email 
Jackie paul at jpaul1@nd.edu 
or waterski@nd.edu.

Contact Katie McCarty at  
kmccar16@nd.edu

Photo courtesy of  Greg Moyers  

Greg Moyers, water ski club treasurer, skis at a slalom course on Lake 
Wedowee in Alabama. 

Water Ski Club seeks to revitalize program
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starving, and there even some 
camps in which families live 
on one boiled potato per day, 
rahmani said.

For this trip, rahmani and 
his companions journeyed with 
$100,000 of supplies raised via 
online donations.

 “These [donors] come from 
cities all across the country,” 
rahmani said. “They went to 
their families and friends, and it 
was a massive online campaign.

“we split the $100,000 into 
several different areas. Thirty 
thousand dollars went to pro-
viding food baskets to people in 
need within the city of aleppo, 
and another $20,000 went to 
food baskets for people in the 
province of idlib.”

rahmani and his companions 
provided aid in areas liberated 
by the Free syrian army, a reb-
el group that fights against the 
syrian government. There are 
approximately five to six million 
refugees displaced by the war, 
he said.

rahmani and his companions 
also used $10,000 for various 
projects in refugee camps. 

“we built a sewer system at 
one camp,” rahmani said.  “Five 
thousand dollars spent on the 
system will probably save about 
$100,000 over the course of the 
summer.”

“we also worked on water fil-
tration project and a project to 
improve the representation of 
women within the organization 
and management of the camps.”

The group spent $20,000 to 
provide baby formula and flour 
to people in need in other ar-
eas of the country, as well as 
$15,000 given to syrians in 
the city of Kafranbel, where 
rahmani and his companions 
endured six hours of continu-
ous bombing.

rahmani said he experi-
enced another scare as he and 
his companions drove into the 
city of aleppo. They were driv-
ing on the highway when one 
of the men in the car started to 
scream at the driver, rahmani 
said.

“he said, ‘The next checkpoint 
is government-controlled, if 
they find these people they will 
torture them and kill them,’” 
rahmani said. “if i had just gone 
a little bit further they would 
have captured us and tortured 
us.”

approximately 60 percent of 
the country is in rebel hands, 
but rahmani said the war has 
reached a stalemate.

“The rebels don’t have the 
weapons they need, and the gov-
ernment cannot retake the areas 
the rebels have taken,” rahmani 
said.

violence is widespread in the 
country, and 15 to 20 architec-
ture students at the university of 
damascus were recently killed 
by bombing, rahmani said. 

notre dame will hold a vigil 
for the victims tonight at 7 p.m 
at the grotto. 

Contact Katie McCarty at 
kmccar16@nd.edu 

syria
conTinued From page 1

of as a group of four. 
“you can sign up with your 

friends, but you are not guar-
anteed your saturday four-
some until all have officially 
registered on the google form,” 
he said. 

The costs for participat-
ing will vary according to the 
event of choice. o’brien said 
$10 will cover the cost of the 
nine-hole game.competing in 
either the putting or chipping 
challenge will cost three dol-
lars, and participating in both 
will cost a total of five dollars. 
individuals who would like to 
do all three events can partici-
pate at a fee of $15. 

The preliminary men’s round 
will start from the white tees, 
while the women will start 
from the red tees, he said. on 
championship sunday, the 
men who advance will begin at 
the blue tees. all united states 

golf association (usga) rules 
will apply throughout the com-
petition, o’brien said.

“Tee times are available 
from 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. all 
day saturday, and you can 
see which tee times are avail-
able on an embedded link on 

the google doc,” o’brien said. 
“The best way to find the docu-
ment and register is to search 
‘duncan classic’ on Facebook, 
but you can also check the week 
at nd email for the link.” 

o’brien said the scoring sys-
tem in place is individual stroke 
play, meaning the total number 
of shots taken on each hole will 

compose the final score. 
“golf is a gentleman’s sport 

so we trust participants to 
record their scores individu-
ally and accurately,” he said. 
“however, there will be a large 
duncan staff presence on the 
course. any cheating will not be 
tolerated.”

The competition will con-
clude with a green jacket cer-
emony, supplemented with 
refreshments in the duncan 
courtyard. First, second and 
third place finishers for both 
the men’s and women’s teams 
will receive a gift card, o’brien 
said. 

awards will also be given to 
the top finishers in the putting, 
chipping, longest drive and 
closest pin challenges, o’brien 
said. The man and woman who 
win the nine-hole tournament 
will each receive a blazer with 
the duncan crest. 

“in future years it [the blazer] 
will have the duncan classic 
crest on it,” o’brien said. 

duncan will also award a 
plaque at the conclusion of the 
classic which will go to each 
male and female winner’s 
dorm, department or college 
where it can be displayed un-
til the start of the next duncan 
classic. 

“in a way, the plaque will im-
mortalize the winner and their 
respective dorm, department, 
or college,” he said.  

in the future, commissioners 
of the duncan classic hope to 
make the competition an annu-
al event held on the first football 
bye weekend of the fall semes-
ter, beginning next fall, he said.

“we want this tournament 
to be the bookstore basketball 
of golf,” o’brien said. “The goal 
for this year was to get the tour-
nament up and running, but in 
future years we hope to partner 
with the bald and the beautiful 
or another charity.”

Contact Carolyn Hutyra at 
chutyra@nd.edu

Golf
conTinued From page 1

“We want this 
tournament to 
be the Bookstore 
Basketball of golf.”
Michael O’Brien 
sophomore



paid adverTisemenT

ndsmcobserver.com | wednesdAY, April 10, 2013 | The observer 5News

Climate
conTinued From page 1

the next 100,000 years of 
earth’s climate,” “Jane austen 
vs. climate economics” 
and “an inconvenient 
mind:  The mental barriers 
to confronting climate 
change.”    

“[we hope to] strike a bal-
ance between scientific 
theory [and to understand] 
the response of the religious 
community, particularly the 
catholic religious commu-
nity and how it is that other 
responsible communities are 
responding,” theology profes-
sor robin darling young said. 

on monday, the conference 
included “several interesting 
talks and discussions with 
the audience,” hellmann 
said.

“Two speakers presented 
different strategies of reduc-
ing different greenhouse gas 
emissions,” he said. “both 
agreed, however, that with-
out action, society is on a 
disastrous course that will 

threaten human lives and en-
vironmental health.”

The panel of scientific re-
searchers spoke about the 
need for scientists to help so-
ciety understand the scope of 
the climate challenge.

professor of atmospheric 
and climate sciences at the 
university of california, 
san diego veerabhadran 
ramanathan opened the 
conference with a talk on 
ways to reduce black carbon 
emissions in india.  The last 
talk of the conference will be 
given today by bob doppelt, 
instructor at the university 
of oregon who will speak on 
buddhist base theory and the 
process of “get[ting] out of 
the self-centered communist 
mentality.”

video tapes of the confer-
ence will be available at a 
later date through the event’s 
website the event website at  
h t t p : / / c l i m a t e c h a n g e .
nd.edu/

Contact Charitha Isanaka at 
cisanaka@nd.edu

Artists advocate for reform

Follow us on Twitter.
@ObserverNDSMC

By REBECCA O’NEIL
news writer

activist-artists and avid sup-
porters of immigration reform 
Julio salgado and steve pavey 
contributed their work to la 
Fuerza’s “education without 
barriers” week april 9 at saint 
mary’s. The week explores the 
intersection of education and im-
migration reform. 

both salgado and pavey use 
images to advance the cause of 
undocumented immigrants in 
the united states.

 “art defines culture,” salgado 
said. “we need to use art as a 
tool to fight the hate against us 
because this country is anti-
immigrant. i want people to 
value education for everyone. 
my dream is to  create a country 
that educates population doesn’t 
criminalize it.”

as a self-identified undocu-
mented immigrant, this issue 
touches salgado personally, he 
said.  his work seeks to address 
the disenfranchisement felt by 
undocumented immigrants, 
salgado said. 

salgado said he initially was 
inspired by the civil disobedience 
displayed in washington, d.c., 
when an undocumented student 
was arrested for refusing to leave 

the sit-in advocating passage of 
the Federal dream acts.  

  “There are so many dreams 
of potentially fixing immigration 
reform, fixing it the right way, 
but there really is no right way,” 
salgado said. “we must change 
the way we’re seen, change the 
way we exist. we never go deep 
into what it means to be an immi-

grant in this country. i use art to 
dignify myself because it’s hard 
to see images that are very nega-
tive about us.”

one of his projects, 
“undocumented apparel,” is a so-
cial commentary on how people 
take advantage of latin american 
immigrants, salgado said. 

“we don’t have a say to form 
how we’re being portrayed in the 
media,” said salgado.  

The “artivist” and photogra-
pher steve pavey, also displayed 
his work as part of la Fuerza’s 
“education, not deportation” 
art gallery in the saint mary’s 
student center Tuesday, april 9.    

pavey said he hoped to empow-
er youth to take ownership of the 
fight for immigration rights.

“undocumented youth need to 
be the leaders of this movement,” 
pavey said. “i work for the undoc-
umented youth, i let them lead.”  

pavey, who has a phd in applied 
cultural anthropology, said he 
admires paolo Friere, a brazilian 
educator who advocates partici-
patory research.  

“[Friere] believes in the people 
themselves, the knowledge they 
own—if they can connect to that 
knowledge, they can become 
powerful,” pavey said. “an im-
migrant worker in the field knows 
much more about themselves 
than i do.”  

pavey has followed and chron-
icled stories of people like marco 
saavedra and isabel castillo, un-
documented immigrants who 
protested against the injustice of 
their marginalization.  

“i am committed to using so-
cial scientific methods to facili-
tate social change and work for 
justice,” pavey said. “The way to 
critique the structural evils in our 
political economy is to be with 
the least of us. i want to be a part 
of empowering their voices.”  

Contact Rebecca O’Neil at 
roneil01@saintmarys.edu

“We must change 
the way we’re seen, 
change the way we 
exist.”
Julio Salgado 
artist
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Quote of the dAY

“i don’t like to commit myself about heaven and 
hell  — you see, i have friends in both places.”
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i recently was baptized, received my 
first communion and was confirmed 
into the catholic church. The majority of 
my friends were not sitting in the pews; 
instead they were singing from the choir 
loft. The music they provided was beauti-
ful, emotion-evoking and enchanting. 
Throughout high school, we sang a mix of 
religious and secular music, but i always 
felt that the religious pieces were more 
empowering and provided more satisfac-
tion. religious music played a great deal in 
my decision to pursue and understand a 
faith, my faith.

as a freshman seeking extracurricular 
activities, i knew a choir was something 
i definitely had to be a part of, and the 
liturgical choir was a perfect match for 
me. days after trying out, i received an 
email informing me that i had been ac-
cepted and that rehearsal was later that 
week, it was an awesome feeling. The 
friends i made in the choir were very 
friendly and very enthusiastic about the 
work they did each week. every minute 
spent with the liturgical choir was a min-
ute i spent closer to understanding my 
faith. 

when i had decided that catholicism 
was the faith that i had been searching 
for, i wasted no time and was ready to 
commit myself. when i found out the rite 
For christian initiation for adults class 
conflicts every sunday with the 10 a.m. 
mass that the liturgical choir sings at, i 
was torn; do i pursue the music i love or 
the faith i love? Thankfully, i did not have 
to choose one over the other; through the 
collaboration of dr. andrew mcshane, 
my choir director, and the dillons, who 
ran the rcia and confirmation classes, i 
was thrown into a hectic schedule where 
i would attend rehearsals, extra classes 
and extra masses each week. i was willing 
to do whatever was necessary. Through 
this hectic schedule i was able to meet 
my current godfather, scott boyle, who 
was the greatest teacher, supporter and 
friend i could have ever met. he patiently 
answered every question i had concerning 
catholicism and was with me every step of 
the way.

This passing easter break was the most 
important weekend in all of my life. it was 
a period of spiritual and moral transfor-
mation. i needed catholicism because it 
gave me something to believe in and hope 
for. it completed me. 

Thanks to the university of notre dame 
liturgical choir for being such a great 
family. Thanks to dr. andrew mcshane 
and mary catherine levri for being the 
greatest directors. Thanks to John and 
silvia dillon for running such great pro-
grams. Thanks to scott boyle for being the 
best godfather anyone can ask for. saint 
ambrose, pray for me.

pursuit of 
faith

with the attention being given to the 
supreme court’s hearing of a marriage 
equality case in the near future, a recent 
social media phenomenon has developed. 
many of my friends from both notre dame 
and back home have been sharing and 
changing their Facebook profile pictures to 
a red square with an equals sign inside of 
it. This is reported to be in support of “mar-
riage equality.” 

i enjoy living in a society where social 
debate can take place and where people 
have differences of opinions and can dis-
cuss them intelligently. This is what caused 
me to upload an image of a blue X with the 
description: “here’s my take on the issue: 
marriage is between a man and a woman.” 
i have an equal right to make my social 
and political leanings known as those who 
prefer to show their support for the national 
recognition of homosexual marriage. 
within five minutes of my sharing of this 
image, a Facebook friend of mine who i ad-
mittedly do not know very well commented 
“lol” (laughing out loud).  

as i read the comment, i noticed that 
he had changed his profile picture to the 
red “=.” i also had friends that had liked 
my picture, but i was taken aback by this 
comment. why do you have the right to 
share your opinion without negative feed-
back (i would never think of commenting 
negatively on someone else’s profile), but 
as soon as someone offers a different per-
spective, you belittle their opinion? i am 
a firm defender of the freedom of religion 
and of speech, as well as a firm defender of 
marriage being exclusively between a man 
and a woman. i decided to message this 

Facebook friend of mine and let him know 
that respecting different opinions is more 
mature than belittling them. i tried to be as 
polite as possible so as to not come across 
as angry, which i wasn’t.  he responded 
by calling me an unintelligent hypocrite 
for connecting religion and marriage. he 
then challenged me to defend the exclusive 
meaning of marriage being between a man 
and a woman, and it is this that encour-
aged me to write this article. i have noticed 
a trend in many leftist social ideological 
groups that want their beliefs to be legally 
recognized as equal, but these same groups 
are the first to call someone a homophobe 
or a racist for simply disagreeing with them. 
if you are preaching equality, then the first 
step is to respect others’ beliefs as your own. 
in reality, opinions are not in fact equal, and 
those that are objectively reliant on fact are 
indeed superior to mere whimsical feelings. 

i stand firm in my belief that marriage is 
indeed a relationship between a man and a 
woman and cannot be interpreted to cover 
any domestic or sexual interaction between 
two people. marriage is a religious term, 
properly referred to as matrimony, and as 
much as critics like to argue that it should 
be a secular recognition, it simply is not. 
many of the first recordings of marriage are 
present in the bible, and it has always been 
ceremonial and surrounding the joining 
of a man and a woman for the purposes of 
starting a family. in this sense, marriage is 
simply not possible between two members 
of the same gender. The sexual context 
of marriage is meant to be both uniting 
and procreative. it is, naturally, physically 
impossible for two members of the same 
gender to bear children. if this aspect of 
sexual intercourse is removed, and it is 
viewed simply as an act to be performed 
at ones will, which is what is essentially 

being argued, then why is prostitution and 
bestiality both illegal and immoral? it is 
near impossible to leave the church out of 
a defense of marriage because marriage 
is a religious term. even without religion, 
the natural state of the human body only 
permits procreation between a man and a 
woman. without this aspect, all traditional 
purposes of marriage are nullified. 

The united states was founded by a 
group of intelligent and mature men who 
imprinted our currency with what was 
an important motto for them: “in god we 
trust.” if they founded this country having 
trusted in god, then why should america 
change to accommodate the minority 
with dissenting opinions, contrary to our 
nations character? i have been called a 
homophobe by bigots in the past, but i view 
all humans equally, as does the church. 
loving your brother or sister who self-
identifies as a homosexual does not mean 
that you must support a destruction of 
the significance of marriage. The church 
clearly wants to welcome all human beings 
no matter how they feel. i draw the line in 
the same place as the church however, 
which is that sex and inherently marriage 
are reserved for monogamous, hetero-
sexual relationships. i am a firm believer in 
true equality of marriage; equality of mar-
riages of different races, different economic 
standing, and different practices, but mar-
riage is marriage. 

 

Mark Gianfalla was recently elected 
President of College Republicans and 
Morrissey Hall. He can be contacted at 
mgianfal@nd.edu  
 The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer.

True Matrimonial Equality
Mark Gianfalla
guest columnist
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skittles’ commercials a few years 
back asked people to taste the colors 
of the rainbow in their chewy fruity 
candies. similarly, the homosexual-
ity movement that is being pushed in 
today’s culture asks people to see the 
colors of their rainbow. i have spent 
much time in thought, prayer, dialogue 
and research trying to understand the 
many aspects of the push for gay rights 
in america. with my deep faith, guid-
ance in prayer and love as a christian, 
i elicit my conclusions.

 culture’s latest social justice fad has 
been the gay movement, attracting at-
tention on television news, Twitter and 
Facebook. The sign for the “gay equal-
ity” propaganda scheme has been an 
equal sign. i was shocked to see many 
of my friends turn a red equal sign into 
their profile pictures on Facebook, es-
pecially since i find one of the greatest 
arguments against the gay movement 
to be in this very picture. as represen-
tation of a homosexual civil union, 
the equal sign consists of two exactly 
indistinguishable bars with the same 
orientation that forever remained dis-
tanced from one another.  

To combat the equal sign, i also saw 
many of my friends post red crosses 
representing their pro-traditional 
marriage values. The cross accurately 
displays and describes the beauty of a 
marriage between a man and a wom-
an. The cross: a juxtaposition of two 

different orientations which perfectly 
fuse into one single shape. 

i do not use the term “gay marriage” 
because it does not exist. marriage is a 
covenant between a man and a wom-
an. clarifying the word marriage with 
the word gay is a juxtaposition and 
oxymoron. it doesn’t work. 

as a catholic in such a troubled 
world, i retain my deep belief in a lov-
ing and benevolent god who wants 
the best for his people. This same god 
created man and woman so that the 
two shall become one unified in love 
for one another and love for their cre-
ator through god’s gift of sexuality to 
them. This same god created every 
person in his likeness, in his image, 
through his love for us. he created us 
with our strengths, weaknesses, good 
and bad qualities.

some use this argument to justify 
homosexuality. being gay or lesbian 
or undecided must be okay, because 
god made me this way. as a society, 
we don’t use the “god made this per-
son that way” argument to justify the 
behaviors of alcoholics, murderers, 
rapists, adulterers, robbers, swin-
dlers, liars, cheaters or terrorists. 
why do people use this argument for 
homosexuals?

Then, people turn away from god 
and say, “gays should have the right to 
get married in america for tax purpos-
es. it shouldn’t even be about religion 
or god”. i ask, why not? in time, the 
united states of america will dissolve, 
fall apart, and our seemingly impor-
tant rights, freedoms and constitution 

will all be lost. all people, however, 
will have to answer to the Kingdom of 
god ruled by the creator himself, his 
beloved son Jesus christ and the holy 
spirit. so why should we make laws 
that defy the will of god’s eternal, glo-
rious and all-powerful kingdom?

For non-believers, homosexuality 
also clearly defies the rules of nature. 
The purpose of any kind of living crea-
ture is to survive and produce a viable 
offspring. animals (humans included) 
are designed to produce offspring. in 
nature, there is no way for homosexu-
ality to produce offspring whereas 
heterosexual relationships do in fact 
produce offspring. That’s why the hu-
man race still exists: because we aren’t 
gay.

comrades often point out that prac-
tices of homosexuality have been a 
part of human history. most of the 
major prominent civilizations, greece, 
egypt, rome and now the united 
states, have all had cultural fads of 
expressing homosexuality in some 
form. These crazes and fetishes of ho-
mosexuality have only developed in 
lavish, wasteful societies whose people 
seek pleasure more than anything 
else. historically, the homosexuality 
mania disappeared and reappeared 
many times throughout human his-
tory, but heterosexuality remained, 
and for good reason. without marriage 
between man and woman, humanity 
would have no future.

despite all these arguments against 
the possibility of gay civil unions form-
ing in america, i also demand that we 

show compassion, love and respect 
to all people in this world, following 
Jesus’ example. There is no room for 
hate. as humans, we are all journey-
ing through a life filled with hardship, 
suffering and pain, but united in love 
and peace we can find joy, happiness 
and comfort in the most desolate wa-
ters. but just like Jesus, loving a person 
is different from tolerating the sin 
that they commit. Jesus loved some of 
the wickedest people in his time: tax 
collectors, prostitutes and criminals. 
Jesus loved them, but he didn’t accept 
their sin; he urged them to repent and 
live their lives in accordance with the 
will of his Father so that they too as 
sinners could come to share in the 
Kingdom of god. we must find a way 
to enter the hearts of those in our com-
munities who struggle with homo-
sexuality, love them, teach them, pray 
with them, heal them and change their 
hearts and lives.

pope Francis as the cardinal of 
buenos aires proclaimed the gay 
movement as a “destructive at-
tack on god’s plan” led by the devil. 
somewhere over the rainbow, this is-
sue will be settled. i hope and pray that 
we lovingly stand firm and fight for 
god’s will and his Kingdom.

Carter Boyd is a freshman studying 
science-business. He can be reached at  
cboyd1@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily those 
of The Observer.
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Somewhere Over the Rainbow
Carter Boyd
god, country, notre dame

The (N)ot (R)esponsible (A)ssociation

The most anticipated statement after 
the horrific shooting at sandy hook 
elementary school was that of wayne 
lapierre, the executive vice president 
of the national rifle association (nra), 
an organization that represents four 
million gun owners. due to its passion-
ate member base and deep financial 
resources, the nra is one of the most 
powerful lobbies in washington.  

mr. lapierre’s address was disap-
pointing, but not surprising from an or-
ganization that has historically evaded 
responsibility for gun violence. To his 
credit, he began by offering condolences 
to newtown and the affected families. 
and that was about where reason in his 
speech ended and blinding ideology 
kicked in. he went on to blame every-
one (politicians who pass gun controls 
and the media) and everything (violent 
video games and movies) without men-
tioning the role that guns played in the 
shooting. This is comparable to a life-
time smoker blaming their lung cancer 
on everything except cigarettes. 

mr. lapierre did offer a solution to 
prevent another sandy hook, though: 

ensuring every school has an armed 
guard, an idea which may have merit, 
but is certainly no silver bullet. notable 
mass shootings have occurred in the 
presence of armed personnel, such as 
at columbine. placing armed guards at 
every school also does not take into ac-
count the many other places shootings 
take place: gas stations, street corners, 
mosques and malls, nor does it take 
into account accidents or other risks 
that guns create when brought into a 
public place or home.  placing an armed 
guard in every school that currently 
does not already have one (roughly 2/3 
of schools) is estimated to cost $4 billion 
annually, a large sum at a time when 
local and state governments are strug-
gling with fiscal issues. as expected, mr. 
lapierre offered this solution without 
suggesting a way to pay for it. 

mr. lapierre also called for “reform-
ing” the mental health system. while 
increasing funding for the mentally ill 
is critical for its own sake, anyone can 
see through his strategy. by focusing 
only on reforming mental health, he can 
justify (in his mind) not offering new 
gun controls. however, this is only an 
attempt to offer a solution in words, not 
in actions. The chances of the nra actu-
ally using its major political standing to 

push for meaningful reforms holds little 
to no promise.  

This brings me to what mr. lapierre 
left out of his address: a call for new gun 
restrictions and regulations. not asking 
for them should be considered political 
malpractice. by standing fast on refus-
ing to endorse any new measures for 
gun controls and filling the airwaves 
with (unlikely) hypothetical situations 
and refusals that government can do 
anything to curb violence, lapierre is 
alienating his organization from both 
the american public and its own mem-
bers. lapierre should realize that not 
endorsing even common sense gun con-
trols after a tragedy such as newtown 
will only hurt the standing of the nra 
and its members, which will make it 
easier for new gun controls to pass in the 
future. 

one can argue that mr. lapierre is 
simply reflecting the beliefs of nra 
members, who tend to be extremely 
wary of new gun regulations. however, 
this notion does not align with polling 
data gathered by Frank luntz, a promi-
nent republican pollster, that show nra 
members support many common sense 
gun controls. eighty-seven percent of 
nra members agree those who are un-
der investigation by the Fbi for terrorism 

should not be allowed to buy a gun. 
eighty-two percent agreed that people 
should be required to notify authorities 
if their gun is lost or stolen. sixty-nine 
percent agreed that gun sellers should 
be required to perform background 
checks on those who buy guns at guns 
shows. while these measures are not 
necessarily drastic, they are common 
sense policies that can and will save 
lives. 

mr. lapierre and the nra had an op-
portunity to work with other stakehold-
ers and the government on preventing 
another sandy hook and lowering the 
level of gun deaths in america, but have 
chosen not to. This signals the nra will 
continue to oppose every gun control 
measure that comes before the congress 
and work to defeat the members who 
support them. and as more mass and 
solo shootings will surely occur, the 
nra may not be directly responsible, 
but they will have blood on its hands. 

Adam Newman is a senior political 
science major. He can be reached at 
anewman3@nd.edu 
 The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily those 
of The Observer.

Adam Newman
scienta potentia est
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or
By MADDIE DALY
scene editor

For my French class “Formes 
d’inclusion et d’exclusion,” forms of inclu-
sion and exclusion, we were invited to at-
tend a screening of the 2009 documentary 
“crossing borders.”  although the film 
was in english, it addressed exactly the is-
sues we have been discussing in class all 
semester: what defines identity and how 
do people with different identities relate 
to each other? 

The documentary follows a group of 
american college students through their 
journey to morocco where they spent a 
week getting to know a group of muslim 
moroccan students.  The goal of the film 
is to break down the wall between these 
two cultures and get rid of any stigmas 
that come with either race. 

The beginning features interviews 
with each of the eight students about 
their hopes for the trip and their precon-
ceptions of the opposite country.  The 
overall attitude of the americans is fear, 
anxiety and tentativeness.  although all 
four american students are open to this 
unique opportunity, they mention com-
ments from parents worrying about their 
safety among muslims as well as their 
doubts about the success of the experi-
ment.  on the other hand, the moroccans, 
while still nervous, express far more 
excitement and anticipation.  They are 
pleased to the have the opportunity to 
show the americans who they really are, 
not who they are thought to be by the 
media. 

 one of the students, Fatah, points out 
two typical moroccan stereotypes, asking 
“do [the americans] still think moroccans 
ride camels? do they still think moroccans 
are terrorists?”  although not one of the 
eight students, a young moroccan man 
is interviewed, saying that “many people 
think that everyone here in sidi moumen 
is only a vagabond and drug addict.”  From 
the outside, these parts of morocco may 
look like slums holding homeless crimi-
nals, but the film strives to prove other-
wise.  The conversations between the 
eight students bring light to each of their 
individual personalities, and the friend-
ships that develop seem strong enough to 
last a lifetime. 

at first, the conversations between the 
groups of students were shallow and dis-
tant, but once the students got to know 
each other they became comfortable and 
talked about personal feelings and ideas.  

one of the most striking scenes shows 
the group of eight sitting in a circle, tears 
running down their faces as each one 
confesses his or her biggest struggle, fear 
or weakness.  This moment shows how 
truly connected the students became af-
ter just a few days together.  They all feel 
comfortable revealing these personal at-
tributes with each other, and we become 
convinced that the cultural wall has been 
torn down.

The relationship between two of the 
students, david and rochd, is given spe-
cial attention and highlights the abso-
lute dissolution of the “border” between 
the two cultures.  These two students in 
particular form a special bond that aris-
es from their shared humor and bright 
personalities.  They joke together, laugh 
together and yet are still able to talk seri-
ously and find the root of the problem of 
the cultural border.  

david describes rochd as a full force, 
taking up all of your attention and com-
pletely capturing you with his presence.  
at the very end of the film, as david is back 
in his new york apartment, rochd prank 
calls him, bringing david to unstoppable 
laughter and showing the deep friendship 
formed after just a week together.  This 
ends the film with a sense of hopefulness 
that the results of the experiment will be 
permanent.  

because the students in this docu-
mentary are around the same age as us, 
it was especially empowering and inspi-
rational.  after finishing the 70-minute 
film, i thought about what my experience 
would be like if i were to join a similar 
experiment, and i gain more respect for 
all eight students for being brave enough 
to face such a challenge.  simply put, the 
documentary captured my attention and 
sparked my interest in the cultural bor-
ders present all around the world.   

Contact Maddie Daly at mdaly6@nd.edu

“Crossing Borders”

Director: Arnd Wachter

Website: crossingbordersfilm.org

Inspired by: Morocco Exchange

1. What is Modernity?
2. odysseus the self
3. dreaM Variations
4. let aMerica be aMerica
5. disability
6. Perfect God, iMPerfect    
   World
7. What is a Person?
8. the Myth of innocence
9. the shield of achilles
10. Peace on earth
11. the Words under the    
 Words 
12. nation of slobs
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By MAGGIE WAICKMAN
scene writer

The ever-increasing submissions to 
nd confessions prove notre dame stu-
dents are searching for authenticity. nd 
confessions, a Facebook page that allows 
people to anonymously submit their se-
crets, has posted over 500 confessions in 
the past two weeks and claims to have re-
ceived over 20,000 confessions. domers 
have secrets, and we want to share them. 
The catch: we just don’t want anyone to 
know they are our secrets.

This past weekend, “show some 
skin: it’s complicated” brought a selec-
tion of notre dame students’ secrets to 
the stage. This theatrical production 
consisted of 27 monologues which all 
revolved around topics of personal iden-
tity. similar to nd confessions, “show 
some skin” allows for completely anon-
ymous truth telling. all monologues 
are anonymously submitted, and other 
notre dame students then perform these 

monologues.
This year’s production of “show some 

skin” branched out from the direc-
tion of last year’s debut production. 
last year’s “show some skin: The race 
monologues” focused solely on topics of 
race and ethnicity at notre dame. This 
year, the monologues were broadened 
to any identity-related topic. during one 
performance, we heard monologues 
about sexuality, race, class, gender and 
mental illness to name a few. 

it is hard to explain precisely why i 
loved “show some skin.” The format and 
timing of the show–two and a half hours 
of heartfelt, straight-to-the-audience 
monologues on a Friday night–could be 
called a recipe for disaster on a college 
campus. 

perhaps i loved “show some skin” 
because of the trust i saw in the cast of 
the production. These people took the 
secrets seriously. The delivery and stag-
ing of each monologue showed that great 
care was given to how each story would 

be told. This care and love engendered a 
feeling of trust within the cast and pro-
duction team that surrounded the show.

perhaps i loved “show some skin” be-
cause some of the pieces were legitimate-
ly brilliant. “crayola,” a monologue about 
a gay asian’s quest to fit in as asian, as a 
gay man and as a human, was hilarious. 
The monologue opens with the author 
remembering the horrors of attempting 
to pick a skin-tone color from the crayola 
box in kindergarten, going back and forth 
between tan and peach. This heavy top-
ic, however, was quickly followed by the 
audience’s laughter. The author remem-
bered a fellow kindergartner observing 
his tan-crayon skin-tone self-portrait, 
and this peer asking him, “did you fall in 
the mud?” The author recounts how his 
kindergartner-self snapped back to this 
white peer, “no, bitch, did you fall in the 
sour cream?” This monologue continued 
in this style, altering between heavy se-
crets and hilarious one-liners.

perhaps i loved “show some skin” 

because it wasn’t about the monologues, 
the cast or the production crew — it was 
about the notre dame community. The 
production concluded with all cast mem-
bers coming onto to stage as a small nd 
confession-like secret was read, and this 
scene ended with the cast calling the 
audience to, “be bold.” it was unclear 
whether these closing secrets belonged 
to the actors proclaiming them or if the 
actors were indeed revealing a small 
part of themselves to the audience. The 
beauty, however, was that it didn’t really 
matter. maybe we don’t really need the 
veil of anonymity that nd confessions 
and “show some skin” provide because 
everyone is a little bit complicated.

if you are interested in trying to be a 
little bit bold yourself, you can attend the 
post-show discussions on Friday from 
6-8 p.m. in the notre dame room of 
laFortune.

Contact Maggie Waickman at  
mwaickma@nd.edu
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PersonaL
UNPLANNED PREGNANCY? 

Don’t go it alone. Notre Dame has 
many resources in place to assist you. 
If you or someone you love needs con-
fidential support or assistance, please 
call Ann Whitall at 1-0084 or Karen 
Kennedy at 1-5550. For more informa-
tion, visit ND’s website at: http://preg-
nancysupport@nd.edu

If you’re lost and alone 
Or you’re sinking like a stone 
Carry on/May your past be the sound 
Of your feet upon the ground 
/Carry on/Whoa/My head is on 
fire but my legs are fine/ After all  
they are mine/ Lay your clothes down  
on the floor/ Close the door, hold 
the phone/ Show me how no 
one’s ever gonna stop us tonight 
‘Cause here we are/ We are shining 

star/ We are invincible/ We are 
who we are/ On our darkest day/ 
When we’re miles away/ Sun will 
come/ We will find our way home/ 
If you’re lost and alone/ Or you’re 
sinking like a stone/ Carry on/ May 
your past be the sound/ Of your 
feet upon the ground/ Carry on

“Carry On” -Fun. 

the mAsters

AP

Justin Rose tees off at the 14th hole during a practice round for the 
Masters in Augusta, Ga. on April 8. 

Britain searches for 
breakthrough at Masters

Associated Press

augusTa, ga.— There was a 
time not long ago when britain’s 
golfers ruled augusta national 
like no other country. now, the lat-
est group of talented brits is deter-
mined to end the empire’s 17-year 
drought at the masters.

england’s Justin rose ranks 
third in the world and country-
man luke donald is no. 4. ian 
poulter and lee westwood give 
britain four of the world’s top 13 
players, second only to the united 
states’ six. and none of the british 
stars have broken through at the 
majors — something they hope 
to change when the masters starts 
Thursday.

all four have excelled in 
europe’s recent ryder cup tri-
umphs and all four have con-
tended on augusta national. so 
doesn’t it seem surprising none 
have yet to slip on the green jacket?

“yes, simple answer,” poulter 
said Tuesday.

british golfers were unstop-
pable for a stretch, winning five 
masters between 1988 and 1996. 
scotland’s sandy lyle got the ball 
rolling in 1988 before nick Faldo 
won consecutive tournaments 
in 1989 and 1990. ian woosnam 
of wales made it four in a row in 
1991. Faldo won his third and fi-
nal masters in 1996, the recipient 
of greg norman’s historic six-shot 
collapse in the final round.

That’s when the winning 
stopped for british competitors.

“nothing surprises me in golf 
anymore,” said donald, the for-
mer no. 1.

donald has come close here 
twice before, tying for third be-
hind Tiger woods — remember 
the hole out from the bunker on 
no. 16? — in 2005 and then fin-
ishing fourth six years later when 
champion charl schwartzel end-
ed his round with four straight 
birdies.

donald believes fields have be-
come stronger over time, mean-
ing more golfers have the chance 
to rise up on a given week.

poulter, a ryder cup hero at 
medinah last september, has had 
two top 10 finishes here, includ-
ing a seventh behind champion 
bubba watson last april. poulter 
believes they simply haven’t been 

good enough on this given week.
“i think the guys are disap-

pointed, to be honest, that one of 
the guys would have expected to 
have come through by now “ he 
said. “what’s the reason for that? 
don’t know.”

There are a couple of major the-
ories, though.

Tiger woods and phil mickelson 
have won half of the 16 masters 
played since Faldo’s final victory. 
Two south africans have broken 
through in Trevor immelman 
(2008) and schwartzel two years 
ago. a european’s last masters 
win was in 1999 when Jose 
maria olazabal took his second 
championship.

Faldo slipped the green jacket 
on the shoulders of a young woods 
in 1997 and britain hasn’t gotten it 
back since.

rose, the world’s highest-
ranked brit, has three top 11 fin-
ishes in seven previous masters, 
including the past two years. he 
rose to eighth a year ago with a fi-
nal-round 68 and he likes the way 
he’s playing this year.

“so i feel like it is a course that i 
can win on,” rose said.

but rose knows he’s not alone 
in that belief. with its wide-open 
fairways and less punitive ar-
eas when you don’t land in the 
short grass, big hitters can wind 
up and let it fly. look throughout 

Thursday’s pairings and there are 
any number of people like watson, 
rory mcilroy, Keegan bradley and 
phil mickelson, rose says, capable 
of moving on top.

“so i don’t feel like i have any 
particular advantage over those 
guys,” he said. “but yes, i do feel 
like it’s a course that i can do well 
on.”

westwood, the oldest of the four 
top world-ranked brits who turns 
40 later this month, has had the 
most near misses at the masters 
of all his countrymen. he held 
the second and third round leads 
in 2010 when mickelson won and 
led after the opening round a year 
ago.

westwood finished tied for 
third in 2012. he has struggled at 
times this year, but made the top 
10 in his last event, the houston 
open, two weeks ago.

donald thinks there’s no rhyme 
or reason why one group or an-
other has success or falters at an 
event. golf is such a singlular men-
tal game, he says, that it’s often the 
least fragile player that week who 
have the best chances — no mat-
ter what country they’re from.

“obviously there’s a bunch of 
great and good european play-
ers right now,” donald said. “we 
certainly have as good a chance 
this year as any other” to win the 
masters.

Isaac Lorton
sports writer

The overblown march madness 
has finally come to an end, so what 
sporting event do you bet on next? 

bet on the masters. it is a time-
less american tradition and prob-
ably the only golf tournament 
most people actually watch for 
enjoyment. and don’t just bet on 
it for money, but for the entertain-
ment as well. here are a few story-
lines that deserve to be looked at 
further. 

3:1 — tiger woods
as of now, Tiger woods is listed 

at 3:1 odds for winning the green 
jacket according to vegasinsider.
com. what would a golf story be 
without Tiger woods? whether 
you love the guy or hate the guy, 
his presence makes golf more 
interesting. he is back as the no. 1 
golfer in the world and he is back 
as the projected winner for every 
tournament here on out. if Tiger 
wins, he will bring his green jacket 
total to five. with five, woods will 
surpass arnold palmer (the bev-
erage mogul) and be within one 
title of Jack nicklaus’ six masters 
victories. 

if el Tigre is a winner come 
sunday, it will mark his first 
masters title since the great infi-
delity fiasco of 2009. if all of this is 
not enough motivation for Tiger to 
win, then the new nike ad featur-
ing Tiger saying, “winning takes 
care of everything,” will be sure to 
get the job done. it is an extremely 
polarizing ad. some people claim 
the ad shows his hubris, arrogance 
and the flaw in his singular mind-
set that winning will cure all of 
the events that took place in his 
life recently. but should we really 
hold athletes to a higher standard 
outside of their profession? he did 
not cheat, at least not in the game 
of golf. he just wants to get back 
to his job and his job (and what is 
expected from golf fans) is simply 
to win. 

14,000:1 — Guan tianlang
guan Tianlang does not actually 

have odds listed on vegasinsider.
com — he is part of “the field” 
category at 20:1 — so i made some 
up for him. 14,000 seemed appro-
priate because Tianlang is 14 years 
old. oh, 14 years and five months, 
apologies.  The chinese eighth-
grader received the invite to the 
masters after winning the asia-
pacific amateur championship 
last november. To celebrate his 

arrival at augusta, Tianlang said 
he brought homework. he will be-
come the youngest person ever to 
compete in the masters, breaking 
the previous age record of 16 set by 
matteo manassero in 2010. 

both Jack nicklaus and Tiger 
woods were 19 years old when 
they made their first masters ap-
pearance. Tianlang was six years 
old when Tiger woods won his 
last masters in 2005 and was not 
born yet when woods won his 
first in 1997. although the odds 
are against him (including mine), 
i hope Tianlang makes the cut, 
because imagine what you were 
doing when you were 14.  

8:1 and 10:1— rory and lefty
rory mcilroy (8:1) and phil 

“lefty” mickelson (10:1) are ranked 
second and third respectively to 
win the masters by vegasinsider.
com. why did i group these guys 
together? because they are both in 
the shadow of Tiger woods. even 
when woods was rehabbing, the 
media still talked about woods 
more. once mcilroy was picked 
up by nike, the comparisons to 
woods began faster than woods 
backing out of his driveway as 
his wife chased him down with a 
nine-iron. 

and none of these comparisons 
were warranted. They are two 
different players, with two differ-
ent styles and demeanors. it has 
added an unnecessary pressure to 
mcilroy and the pressure seems 
to have had an effect on him so 
far this season. yet, mcilroy has 
proven himself to be a new young 
contender in every tournament, so 
the 8:1 odds are warranted. 

Then there is poor old phil. his 
whole career has been dominated 
by being second-best to Tiger, but 
if he is victorious this weekend, he 
will bring his jacket total to four 
as well and will be tied with both 
woods and palmer. now there is 
a thought. Tiger finally appears to 
have gotten back to his old form 
and is poised and expected to win 
the masters, but along comes lefty 
to knock Tiger down from the 
mountain and even out the score. 

it might be that mickelson went 
to arizona state or possibly that 
he is a great guy, but whatever it is, 
i hope the 10:1 odds work out for 
him this weekend.  

Contact Isaac Lorton at ilorton@
nd.edu.

The views expressed in this Sports 
Authority are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of The 
Observer.

Betting on the 
Masters

Follow us on Twitter.
@ObserverSports
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Toronto suffers tough loss to Tigers
Associated Press

deTroiT  — This isn’t 
the way Jose reyes and the 
Toronto blue Jays hoped to be-
gin their season.

The blue Jays, who spent 
millions during the winter 
to upgrade their roster, lost 
to miguel cabrera and the 
detroit Tigers 7-3 Tuesday.

at 2-5, Toronto is off to its 
worst start since 2004.

“it’s still early. but if you’re 
going to win at this level, 
you’ve got to play good base-
ball,” Toronto manager John 
gibbons said.

Two of those offseason ac-
quisitions were productive in 
the last loss.

melky cabrera had three 
hits and his first rbi for the 
blue Jays, and moved past 
1,000 career hits. reyes had 
two hits, scored a run and 
drove in one.

“it’s only seven games, but 
in august or september we’re 
playing like this, it’s kind of 
hard to believe,” reyes said. 
“we’re not relaxing at all. 
we’re disappointed in the way 
we’ve played.”

colby rasmus hit his third 
home run in the Toronto 
ninth.

brandon morrow (0-1) gave 
up five runs and nine hits in 3 
2-3 innings.

“Just didn’t make a pitch 
when i needed to,” morrow 
said. “probably, that was the 
story of the game.”

miguel cabrera hit first 
homer of the year and drove 
in four runs, left fielder don 
Kelly made a home run-rob-
bing catch and the Tigers 
pulled away.

cabrera, coming off his 
Triple crown season, had four 
hits and scored three times.

“he’s the best right-handed 
hitter i’ve ever seen,” Tigers 
newcomer Torii hunter said. 
“i’ve only been here 15-16 
years in the major leagues, but 
i tell you, this guy’s probably 
one of the best right-handed 
hitters i’ve ever seen. (albert) 
pujols is pretty good, saw 
him the last decade or so, but 
cabrera is the best hitter i’ve 
ever seen.”

hunter had three hits, in-
cluding the 2,000th of his ca-
reer, and alex avila homered.

Kelly took away a home run 
from J.p. arencibia leading off 
the second. Kelly ran back to 
the wall, reached above the 
fence and caught the ball as 
he rammed into the padding. 
Kelly bounced back toward the 
field and fell onto the warning 
track, but held on.

“i didn’t know how far it was 
going to carry,” Kelly said. “he 
hit it, obviously, pretty well. so 
just to be able to get back there 
and catch it was awesome.”

said gibbons: “one thing 
about Kelly — he doesn’t play 
a lot, but that guy is in the 

middle of something good all 
the time.”

anibal sanchez (1-0) struck 
out eight in seven innings. he 
allowed two runs and five hits 
with one walk.

“he throws his off-speed 
pitch when he’s behind in the 
count. guys who can do that 
are awful tough,” blue Jays 
manager John gibbons said. 
“he did a nice job. he held us 

in check and went deep into 
the game for them.”

drew smyly and al 
alburquerque combined to 
pitch the eighth. Joaquin 
benoit worked the ninth and 
gave up cody rasmus’ solo 
home run.

cabrera hit an opposite-
field liner just over the fence 
in right for a three-run homer 
in the fourth for a 5-1 lead. 

his 100th career home run 
at comerica park came after 
austin Jackson and hunter 
singled, and finished morrow.

cabrera added a run-scoring 
single and matt Tuiasosopo 
had an rbi double in the 
eighth.

detroit took a 1-0 lead in the 
first on prince Fielder’s rbi 
double off the wall in right-
center. he drove in cabrera, 

who singled with two outs.
avila’s second home run 

of the season made it 2-0 in 
the second. he homered on 
morrow’s first pitch of the in-
ning — it was the first pitch 
avila saw since the birth of his 
first child, avery noelle, on 
sunday.

The blue Jays got a run in the 
third on emilio bonifacio’s 
triple and reyes’ single.

AP

Blue Jays starting pitcher Brandon Morrow throws a pitch during Toronto’s 7-3 loss to the Tigers on Tuesday at Comerica Park. At 2-5, the Blue 
Jays are off to their worst start since 2004.
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score a fourth michigan run, 
bringing the tally to 4-1 in fa-
vor of the wolverines.

“all i was trying to do was 
catch the ball, and once i 
caught it, it was just chaos,” 
markson said of the play. “That 
was one of the most chaotic 
plays i’ve ever been a part 
of in my 15 years of playing 
baseball.”

Though freshman right 
hander nick mccarty pitched 
two solid innings of relief, the 
irish could not climb back, 
stranding two more runners 
in the eighth inning and going 
quietly  in the ninth inning to 
end the game.

after a four-game win 
streak, notre dame now finds 
itself on the losing end of two 
straight, a trend it will try to 
turn around against eastern 
michigan today, who enters 
with a 14-16 record after tak-
ing two out of three in its latest 
series against bowling green. 

markson said it’s sometimes 
difficult to find the drive to 
play mid-week games without 
the buildup and excitement of 
a weekend series, something 
the team needs to correct 
starting with notre dame’s 
matchup with the eagles.

“i think we need to take 
more pride in these mid-
week games, and just figure 
out a way to win,” he said. 
“we’re on our home field, 
and we shouldn’t lose on our 
home field, and we just need 
to figure out how to become 
tougher and win these games, 
overcome a little bit of adver-
sity because we’ve lost two in 
a row.”

The irish will try to pick up 
a win against the eagles to-
night at Frank eck stadium, 
with first pitch coming from 
sophomore righthander matt 
Ternowchek at 5:35 p.m.

Contact Mary Green at 
mgreen8@nd.edu.
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belles return home for hope doubleheader
By CASEY KARNES
sports writer

The belles return home 
wednesday after an inconsis-
tent weekend and hope to get 
back above .500 when they take 
on hope in a doubleheader.

The belles (10-10, 2-0 miaa) 
have been inconsistent this 
season, often pairing winning 
streaks with losing streaks. 
This past weekend continued 
that pattern, opening with 
a dominating pair of games 
against albion.

The belles protected their 
home field with a 9-4 victory 
followed by a 21-4 offensive 
outburst that gave them a five-
inning victory via mercy rule. 
Junior pitcher callie selner 
earned the win in the first 

game by pitching all seven in-
nings, and freshman pitcher 
sarah burke rode the offense 
to a win in the second game. 

The pitching was backed 
up by six home runs: one by 
senior captain and short-
stop emily sherwood, two 
by freshman third baseman 
Kayla chapman and three by 
freshman first baseman Jillian 
busfield. senior captain and 
catcher morgan bedan, who 
also played well with three 
hits in the second game, said 
she believes busfield’s offen-
sive explosion could be a sign 
of good things to come.

“[busfield] had a great week. 
she’s worked very hard to get 
to where she is; she’s play-
ing a new position, but she’s 
done very well,” bedan said. 

“as long as she continues her 
hard work, there should be a 
lot more to come from her.”

The offense wilted in the 
second doubleheader of the 
weekend however. The belles 
managed only three runs on 
the road against north park 
on sunday, falling 1-0 and 6-3. 
selner took the loss in the first 
game despite allowing one 
run, and bedan said the belles 
need to support their pitchers 
more.

“[our focus is] being smart 
and consistent hitters. we 
need to support our pitchers,” 
bedan said. “we need to have 
better at-bats and be smarter 
hitters. we did this well on 
saturday, but struggled to ad-
just on sunday. we need to be 
more cognizant of our game 

plan.”
wednesday will bring the 

belles a matchup with anoth-
er undefeated team in hope 
(12-10, 4-0). The Flying dutch 
have opened the conference 
season on a tear, but that will 
not affect the belles’ prepa-
ration for them, according to 
bedan.

“almost every team in this 
conference is competitive,” 
bedan said. “we know the 
teams that are traditionally 
more competitive, but we still 
have to prepare well for every 
game. it doesn’t matter if it’s 
Trine or Kalamazoo.” 

with the extra pressure of 
conference play, the belles can 
relax knowing their next few 
games are at home. so far this 
season the belles are a perfect 

4-0 at home, with two victo-
ries via mercy rule. The hope 
games begin a stretch of three 
straight home doubleheaders. 
bedan believes in home field 
advantage, but also said the 
belles can’t get complacent.

“we love playing at home, 
there’s no question about 
that,” bedan said. “it is defi-
nitely a much more comfort-
able atmosphere and we are 
much more familiar with the 
field and field conditions. it 
doesn’t give us an outright 
advantage over hope, but it 
helps.”

saint mary’s hosts hope in a 
doubleheader at 3:30 p.m. on 
wednesday.

Contact Casey Karnes at 
wkarnes@nd.edu

michigan
conTinued From page 16
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By SAMANTHA ZUBA
sports writer

The belles have made it 
look easy in back-to-back 9-0 
victories. but wednesday’s 
conference matches against 
albion will be different, as 
one team will have to suffer 
its first conference loss of the 
season.

The britons (5-6, 3-0 mia a)  
saint mary’s (6-4, 2-0). belles 
coach dale campbell said 
he knows albion will be 
a tougher opponent than 
olivet or Judson, who saint 
mary’s faced in their last two 
meets. The belles will have to 
be on top of their game and 
they cannot play defensively, 
campbell said.

“albion will definitely be 
tougher than our last two op-
ponents,” campbell said. “it 
will depend on our ability to 
go for our shots, to be aggres-
sive and to not wait for things 
to happen. we must make 
them happen.”

conference meets are criti-
cal for the belles who had a 
shot at fourth place in the 
conference last year as an 
inexperienced, young team. 
only two players had colle-
giate experience prior to the 
season, and a crop of fresh-
men filled out the roster. 
The belles ended up falling 
to seventh, thanks to a 3-5 
mark in conference matches 
in 2012.

now that they have the 
experience, the belles hope 
to improve on last season’s 
showing. For campbell, im-
proving conference perfor-
mance starts with finding 
the right mindset. saint 
mary’s will have to exhibit 
heightened mental tough-
ness when they face albion if 
they hope to better last year’s 
conference record, he said. 

“certainly there is a differ-
ent mindset,” campbell said. 
“we want to beat our rivals a 
bit more and we want to make 
the conference tournament.”

saint mary’s currently sits 
at third in its conference, but 
there is a lot of time left in the 
season. making the confer-
ence tournament depends on 
how much success the belles 
can achieve moving forward.

Team success in tennis 
comes down to individual 
performance, and campbell 

said he sees many opportu-
nities for individual growth. 

“everyone has that po-
tential,” campbell said. 
“potential means nothing 
without determination to im-
prove, however. basically, we 
have to know our strengths 
and focus on them and use 
them shot after shot. There 
is no time to let up now. all 
shots matter.”

saint mary’s takes on con-
ference rival albion at home 
today at 4 p.m.

Contact Samantha Zuba at        
szuba@nd.edu

smC tennis

Belles size up 
conference rival

“Potential means 
nothing without 
determination to 
improve.”
Dale Campbell 
Belles coach

over the last 15 games. her 
five home runs have paced 
the rockets offense this 
season. senior right fielder 
lindsey Tobias has also made 
her mark this season, sitting 
only one home run shy of 
tying the all-time record at 
Toledo.

o’donnell said the irish 
need to refocus on Toledo af-
ter Tuesday’s loss.

“From this game we just all 
need to reevaluate what we 
can each do a little better,” 
o’donnell said. “we need to 
come out against Toledo with 
a burning desire to win and 
represent the university.”

The irish next face off 
against Toledo tonight at 5 
p.m. at melissa cook stadium.

Contact Megan Finneran at 
mfinnera@nd.edu

wildcats
conTinued From page 16

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Sophomore infielder Katey Haus rounds third base during Notre 
Dame’s 9-3 win over Villanova on April 7 at Melissa Cook Stadium.
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CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: elle Fanning, 15; Kristen stewart, 23; leighton 
meester, 27; dennis Quaid, 59

Happy Birthday: pump things up a bit. set your goals and make them happen. 
change will be required, but impatience and impulse must be controlled. love is on 
the rise, and letting your passion lead the way mentally, physically and emotionally 
will help you set a standard for anyone wishing to engage in a personal or profes-
sional relationship with you. your numbers are 8, 13, 16, 23, 28, 36, 44.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): you have lots to offer and will be able to move into a 
leadership position if you step up and show your skills. don’t let emotions or nervous-
ness stand between you and getting ahead. staying active will encourage meeting 
new people. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): scrutinize your position and what is required to bypass 
some of the hurdles you’ve been facing personally and professionally. don’t let 
someone’s uncertainty unnerve you. leap into the forefront because you want to, not 
because you are being pressured. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): use your ability to express your concern to make reforms. 
Take a position of leadership even if a project seems daunting. a partnership will 
prove to be exactly what you need in order to achieve your personal or professional 
goals. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): you’ll be taken advantage of if you are too intent on tak-
ing over. sit back and let others pay the price. you can be responsible and maintain 
your freedom to manage and take care of what you consider to be most important. 
delegate wisely. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): enjoy friends, lovers and pastimes. make changes that will 
improve your daily routine and motivate you to get involved in exciting adventures. 
expanding your friendships and updating your look and your life will revitalize you. 
proceed with passion. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): avoid getting involved in a financial deal that makes you 
uncomfortable. donations and handouts must be kept to a minimum. children, 
friends, lovers and even older relatives can cost you if you can’t say no. discipline will 
be your salvation. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): get everyone around you fired up and eager to help. you 
won’t please everyone, but as long as you get the momentum flowing, you stand 
a good chance of reaching your goals. love is on the rise and celebrations will be 
exhilarating. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): listen carefully and let your intuition guide you. don’t 
fold under pressure or let someone’s anxiety drag you down. express your feelings 
with unfiltered truth and protect what you have worked hard to achieve. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): choose what and who you enjoy the most to be in 
your future. love and romance along with socializing and entertainment should be 
high on your list. a personal update will bring in compliments that will help build 
your confidence. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): don’t share your thoughts or your plans. you’ll face 
opposition that leads to setbacks if you are not discreet. a friendship will face turbu-
lence due to a difference of opinion. put more time and effort into developing and 
securing your professional goals. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): you’ve got more going for you than you realize. share 
your thoughts and explore unusual ways to utilize your skills, talents and expertise. 
Friendships are on the rise, and reuniting with people from your past will be a pleas-
ant surprise. 

PISCES (Feb. 19- March 20): Test the people around you. ask questions and deter-
mine if and how others can contribute to your plans. refuse to be pushed into making 
a premature decision. Flesh out your ideas and take care of important relationships. 

Birthday Baby: you have courage and charisma. you are aggressive and a humanitar-
ian.

JumBle | david hoyT and JeFF KnureK
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By MARY GREEN
sports writer

coming into its matchup 
against midwest rival michigan, 
no. 18 notre dame hoped to get 
a win to rebound from its loss 
sunday to villanova. 

however, the irish (19-11, 4-5 
big east) could not climb back 
from an early deficit and fell 4-1 
to the wolverines (17-14, 4-2 big 
Ten). 

despite the evening’s gusty 
conditions, the team got off to a 
solid start as freshman starting 
pitcher david hearne retired 
the first six batters he faced, 
collecting three strikeouts 
through two innings. however, 
michigan junior catcher cole 
martin got on base with a dou-
ble in the top of the third in-
ning, advanced to third on a 
sacrifice bunt and scored the 
game’s first run on a wild pitch 
with two outs.

after another wolverines 
run in the fourth, junior right 
hander donnie hissa replaced 
hearne and quickly gave up an 
rbi double to michigan sopho-
more designated hitter Kevin 
white to bring the score to 3-0. 

notre dame was not able 
to capitalize on early scoring 
opportunities, leaving four 
runners on base through four 
innings. The team scored its 
only run in the bottom of the 
sixth, after freshman right 
fielder zak Kutsulis led off with 
a double and came home on a 
hard-hit single by junior third 
baseman eric Jagielo.

The wackiest play of the eve-
ning came in the next inning 
on a bases-loaded hit from 
michigan sophomore second 
baseman eric Johnson to cen-
terfield. it was not immediate-
ly clear if notre dame senior 
center fielder charlie markson 
made the diving catch, but he 
threw the ball in to try to get 
the michigan runners on third 
and first out, resulting in what 
had the potential to be a rare 
triple play if markson did grab 
the ball before it hit the grass.

after much deliberation, the 
umpires ruled that markson 
did make the catch and force 
an out at first but the runners 
on second and third success-
fully tagged up to advance and 

Mid-week blues
Irish drop rivalry game against Wolverines, prepare for Eastern Michigan contest

By MEGAN FINNERAN
sports writer

northwestern scored nine 
runs in the fifth inning to 
erase an early irish lead as the 
wildcats pulled away from 
notre dame for an 11-3 victory 
Tuesday night in evanston, ill.

“in the fifth inning we just 
did not play notre dame soft-
ball,” senior pitcher brittany 
o’donnell said. “we didn’t 
shut the door.”

irish senior catcher amy 
buntin loaded the bases in the 
top of the first inning, but the 
inning ended with all runners 
stranded when northwestern 
senior center fielder Kristin 
scharkey caught the last out.

The wildcats (20-14) took a 
1-0 lead with a home run from 
sophomore outfielder olivia 
duehr before notre dame 
junior pitcher laura winter 
closed out the inning.

The irish (26-10) loaded the 
bases again in the third and 
tallied three runs to go up 3-1. 
Junior outfielder lauren stuhr 
scored first to tie the game 
1-1 and a single from buntin 
scored sophomore outfielder 
emilee Koerner and freshman 

pinch runner carly piccinich. 
notre dame entered the 
fourth leading 3-1.

northwestern captured an-
other run in the fourth to nar-
row the gap to 3-2. 

in the bottom of the fifth, 
the wildcats exploded. Junior 
infielder marisa bast tied the 
game with a hit to center field. 
Then sophomore outfielder 
andrea diprima hit a double 
to stake the wildcats to a 4-3 
lead. northwestern added sev-
en more runs to turn the game 
into a one-sided affair.

“when we play notre dame 
softball we can beat anyone,” 
o’donnell said. “Today we did 
not do that and allowed a team 
to hang with us who shouldn’t 
have.”

now the squad must push 
past the loss as it hosts Toledo 
(9-23) tonight. The rockets 
come directly off a split 
against oakland yesterday, 
winning the first game 6-2 be-
fore losing the second 9-7.

senior second baseman 
courtney mccarthy leads the 
rockets at the plate with a .384 
average and a .500 average 

Wildcats claw past Irish

see wildcaTs pAGe 14

see michigan pAGe 13

JULIE HERDER| The Observer

Junior catcher Forrest Johnson swings during Notre Dame’s game against Villanova on April 7 at Frank Eck 
Stadium. The Irish suffered a 4-1 loss to Michigan on Tuesday.

JULIE HERDER | The Observer

Irish senior catcher Amy Buntin connects during Notre Dame’s win over Villanova on April 7 at Melissa 
Cook Stadium. Notre Dame suffered a 11-3 defeat at the hands of Northwestern on Tuesday.

BAseBAll | michigan 4, nd 1

nd softBAll | norThwesTern 11, nd 3
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