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RECRUITING

[rish prepare for biggest recruiting weekend

By MIKE MONACO
Sports Editor

USC. Under the lights, part
two.

With the stage set, the Irish are
expected to welcome upwards
of 25 prospects — including 10
commitments in the class of
2014 and 12 other class members
holding Notre Dame offers — to
campus for the rivalry weekend,
which has been shaping up as
the major game for Irish recruit-
ing all season.

“These are really, I would say,
the vast majority of the elite guys
they have left on their list are
all pretty much coming in this
weekend,” said Notre Dame re-
cruiting expert Mike Frank, who
runs the ESPN-affiliated Irish
Sports Daily. “There’s a couple
others that may visit later but
right now this is kind of the big
group of the elite guys comingin.
If they can finish out their class
with this group of guys, then
they’ve done a pretty good job.”

In order to begin to close out
the class by securing commit-
ments from some of those 2014
offer-holding visitors, Irish coach
Brian Kelly said the best recruit-
ingtoolisa ‘W.

“As 1 told our guys [regard-
ing handling recruits], this is
pretty simple, right?” Kelly said
Tuesday. “The atmosphere, the
game, the people around will
take care of the environment.
And then just win the damn
game. Win the game. That’s what
you need to do.”

Irish class of 2014 commit-
ment Justin Brent, a receiver
from Speedway, Ind., who was
the second pledge of the current
14-member group, has attended
the three other home games at
Notre Dame Stadium this sea-
son. Nonetheless, Brent said he
is looking forward to Saturday in
particular.

“It's very exciting,” he said.
“I've been committed for two
years now and last year we would
rain out on Fridays and play the
same time as ND on Saturdays,
so I would have to miss some
games. So I'm excited to witness
my first full night game.

“With 80,000 packing it out
like usual, it will be very exciting.
I'know a lot of people are looking
forward to it, so I can expect it
to be very loud. It will be a great
time.”

Brent committed to Notre
Dame on July 9, 2012. He and the
eight other 2014 pledges visiting
this weekend will have a chance
to spend time with the uncom-
mitted recruits.

“Well I've met most of them at
some of the top camps, like the
Rivals 100 or The Nike Opening
in Oregon,” Brent said. “So I've
seen a lot of them before and I'll
just tell them that if your goals
are to be successful in not only
just football, then this is the

Defensive tackle Matt Elam
The 6-foot-6, 350-pound
Kentucky native is ranked as
the No. 2 player in the Bluegrass
State, according to ESPN. Elam,
who Frank called “one of the top
nose guards in the country,” is
also reportedly strongly consid-
ering Alabama and Kentucky.
“He’sabigbody, somebodyyou
don’t have to put much weight on
that’s for sure,” Frank said. “You
want to get some good weight on
him and he should be a dominat-
ing nose guard in the future.”

Receiver Allen Lazard

The 6-foot-5 Iowa native
committed to Iowa State on
Dec. 3, 2012 and ranks as
ESPN’s No. 20 receiver. Notre

see RECRUITING PAGE 15
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ND family and fans are invited to enjoy a full
tailgate menu, live music, and the chance
to win a pair of pre-game sideline passes or
a Tim Brown-signed mini-helmet provided
by Sprint.

10a.m.-5 p.m.

The free events and performances include:

Noon-1 p.m., Nolan and Liam Ladewski
Both sing Irish and folk songs with whistle,
flute, and bohdran

1-2 p.m., Tim Stop
Singer/songwriter whose music ranges from
acoustic pop to high energy electric rock

2-3 p.m., Zachary Dubois ‘11
Fun-loving and carefree artist who blends
singer/songwriter with country music

3 p.m., Suit Up! Try on ND Helmet/Gloves
Stop by in the afternoon to don Irish gear!

4:30 p.m., Notre Dame Spirit
Welcome the Notre Dame Irish Cheerleaders
and Leprechaun

Tent north of Bookstore/Eck Visitors Center

2-3 p.m., On The Sidelines
Academic Series in
Eck Visitors Center

Doug Marsh '82, Associate Vice
President for Facilities, Design &
Operations and University Architect
presents:

Notre Dame
Architecture:
Groundbreaking
and Uplifting

Doug Marsh, Notre Dame's head
architect, will give us an inside look
at the development of the campus,
update on current and new
construction projects, and a glimpse
of possible future development.
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COMMENTARY

Tommy Rees is a new breed of Irish quarterback

WEI LIN | The Observer

Irish senior quarterback Tommy Rees turns to hand off during Notre
Dame’s victory over Michigan State on Sept. 21 at Notre Dame Stadium.

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME

INSTITUTE FOR CHURCH LIFE

S

October 19

10:30-11:30 am
Andrews Auditorium
Lower Level, Geddes Hall

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Fall 2013 - In this Year of Faith, Saturdays with
the Saints features men and women who have
borne witness to their faith with their lives, and
in particular, martyrs of the 20th century.

Andrew Gastelum
Editor-in-Chief

“Ifyou’re too big for the little
things, then you're too little for the
big things”- @t_reesl11’s Twitter bio

He is one of akind, that
@t_reesl1.

No quarterback in Notre Dame
history has dealt with this kind of
pass rush before. Not Montana,
nor Theismann, certainly not
Bertelli nor Hanratty and not
even Quinn or Clausen.

Tommy Rees is an original of
the species, a hybrid of the Notre
Dame quarterback. Because
never before has a Notre Dame
quarterback had to deal with the
all-out, weak-side social media
blitz.

The 12th man in his case is

Twitter and the boos sometimes
come louder than ever, one men-
tion at a time:

“@t_reesl1 you are literally the
worst thing that has ever hap-
pened to Notre Dame”

“@t_reesl1 you are a poor ex-
cuse for an athlete and don’t de-
serve to wear an ND jersey”

“Break both his legs pls [sic]
@t_reesll”

After one Oklahoma loss and
three interceptions, these were
just a sample of the few we could
print without going to confession.

However, this hit can’t really
be considered one from the blind
side. By signing up for Twitter
and keeping his profile public, it’s
more like Rees told his linemen
to let the defense through like
he’s Sunshine in “Remember the
Titans.” It’s both the beauty and
drawback of social media; anyone

Did you know that more Christians have been
martyred in the past century than in all previous
centuries? Learn about their lives and how their
sacrifices have impacted and continue to make
an impact on the people of God they chose to
serve.

turdays with
the Szints

Fr. Stanley Rother, Servus Dei:
“A Shepherd Cannot Abandon His People”

Fr. Virgilio P. Elizondo, Professor of Pastoral and Hispanic Theology;
classmate of Fr. Stanley

can express his or her freedom
of speech behind the curtain ofa
computer screen or smart phone.

“Being a quarterback at Notre
Dame, it’s one of the things that
you kind of sign up for,” Rees said
after defeating Arizona State. “But
for me, I rely on my teammates
first, coaches, family, the people
thatI care about, and I care about
what they think. For me, it’s just
staying focused and staying with-
in the people that matter.”

But here is where his wall of
6-foot-5, 300-plus-pound line-
men, go-to targets and third-
down backs can’t bail him out.

In fact, Rees goes into this game
with a zero percent chance to
win, which many on Twitter say
he has every Saturday anyway.

Delete his Twitter or change his
profile to private and it looks like
Rees is running away from pres-
sure, which many on Twitter say
he cannot do anyway. Yet if Rees
or any of his teammates respond,
they are publicly vilified for talk-
ing back to fans who are only
trying to draw a response.

In this area though, Rees has
no mentor to turn to for advice.
Surely every Notre Dame quar-
terback has made his enemies,
but they have been able to block
out the critics when they shut off
their lights for the night. For Rees,
the criticism sits in his pocket and
is just a touch away at any point
during the day.

“I think Tommy chose to not
pay attention to a lot of the criti-
cism he was held to,” senior cap-
tain TJ Jones said after playing
Arizona State. “He put that to the
side and brush it off and we all
supported him. We just believed
in him and just went back to
work.”

The sad thing s, the criticism
will always be there. It’s as simple
as amention and the send button,
providing yet another form for
the masses to attempt to break
down Rees and every other quar-
terback after him.

Everett Golson chose to remain
oblivious to it, as he refused to
sign up for Twitter. Regardless,
someone fabricated one for him
to serve as lightning rod, for both
good and bad. But with Rees,
much of the comments shed a
negative light, and Irish coach
Brian Kelly doesn't think that
will end even after a solid perfor-
mance against Arizona State.

“No. No. Theywill still be
there,” Kelly said.

The key will be for T. Rees,

No. 11, to separate himself from
@t_reesl1 and do as he has done
throughout the last four years:
play, lead and leave the talking,
typing and tweeting to the rest.

He’s one of akind, that Tommy
Rees. But maybe, there is just one
little thing he should make sure
heis too big to sack him.

Contact Andrew Gastelum at
agastell@nd.edu

The views expressed in this
column are those of the author
and not necessarily those of The
Observer.



“ THE OBSERVER | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2013 | NDSMCOBSERVER.COM

Observer File Photo

TROJANS PASSING

USC’s passing game is the biggest question
heading into Saturday’s game, as junior re-
ceiver Margqise Lee is listed as questionable
with a knee injury that sidelined him for the
Trojans’ win over Arizona last week.

With Lee, USC s an entirely different ani-
mal. The preseason Heisman hopeful had
twice as many catches as the next Trojan re-
ceiver in his first five games, and has proven
tobe one ofthe nation’s premier deep threats.
Playing without Lee last week though, USC
still put up an impressive showing against
the Wildcats. Sophomore quarterback Cody
Kessler opened up the game with two early
touchdown throws of over 60 yards. The first
of those tosses went to sophomore receiver
Nelson Agholor, who emerged in Lee’s ab-
sence with seven catches and 161 yards.

Defensively, the Irish secondary has been
susceptible all year, and allowed Arizona
State to complete over 70 percent of its pass-
es for 362 yards last week to continue that
trend. However, two timely interceptions —
including graduate student linebacker Dan
Fox’s game-winning pick-six — bailed Notre
Dame out once again. The Irish will hope to
limit the Trojans aerial attack with their po-
tent pass rush, which had its best showing of
the season last time out. The Irish defense
contributed six sacks against the Sun Devils,
including three from senior outside line-
backer Prince Shembo.

Lee could shift the balance in this category,
but even with his status in doubt the Trojans
should give the Irish all they can handle in
the air.

EDGE: USC

TROJANS RUSHING
With a recent lineage of quarterbacks like
Matt Leinart, Mark Sanchez and Matt Barkley,

who had missed all of spring practice and
September after offseason knee surgery. Redd
showed no signs of rust in his return, rushing
for 80 yards on 19 carries, and will bring experi-
enceand anotherweapon to the USCbackfield.

The Irish front seven looked better stopping
the run against the Sun Devils, allowing just
65 yards on 25 carries after allowing over 200
yards on the ground to Oklahoma the week
prior. Notre Dame will be without junior line-
backer and leading tackler Jarrett Grace for the
rest of the season, but regain junior defensive
end Sheldon Day to the line after missing three
games.

EDGE: NOTRE DAME

TROJANS OFFENSIVE COACHING

Trojans interim head coach Ed Orgeron
has shaken up things at USC, and his team
looked solid despite second half struggles
against Arizona. The Trojans have no seniors
in their starting lineup, which poses its own
challenges.

Bob Diaco and the Irish defense have strug-
gled at times this year, allowing 30 points
their last two times out. Still, the Irish defense

Observer File Photo
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return for the Irish, as Heidari has just seven
touchbacks on 30 kickoffs this year.
EDGE: NOTRE DAME

TROJANS SCHEDULE (4-2)
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Andrew Gastelum Matthew DeFranks Mike Monaco

Editor-in-Chief

Assistant Managing Editor

In the Lane Kiffin era, USC has usually emerged as an
enigma coming into its annual showdown with the Irish.
Now thatKiffin is gone, what can really be expected from the
Trojans?

Nothing, outside of the fact that they will be ready for this
under-the-lights showdown against a team they would love
to beat and turn around their season.

Notre Dame has been an enigma in itself this season. But
coming off a bye week, many are pointing to Notre Dame’s
shootout win over Arizona State as the turning point of the
season. If the Irish can continue to put up those crooked
numbers on the scoreboard, their defense will take care of
therest.

It's been quite some time since Notre Dame beat USC in
South Bend, but expect that streak to end this week.

FINAL SCORE: Notre Dame 34, USC 27

In the Brian Kelly era at Notre Dame, this rivalry game
has been close. How close? In three games, the combined
score is 60-59, USC.

This season should be no different. The Trojans enter
the game with a new pep in their step following a win over
Arizona in Ed Orgeron’s USC debut while the Irish are
well-rested after a bye week. Orgeron’s presence seemed
to reenergize the Trojan offense as they posted 38 points
without their best player (Marqgise Lee). Their defense is
another story, though. In the past two games, they have
surrendered 1,120 yards and 93 points.

The Irish looked to come along on offense against
Arizona State and should be able to put some points up
on the Trojans. The senior class becomes the first one in
more than a decade to go 3-1 against Troy with a win.

FINAL SCORE: Notre Dame 31, USC 27

Sports Editor

A4-2 team versus a4-2 team. In arivalry game.

Pick your stat or anecdote to describe USC’s struggles, but
this game will be much closer than some think. USC has a
stable of talented playmakers on offense and a defense that
— though it struggled in each of the past two weeks — al-
lowed an average of 11 points through the first four games.

Say what you want about the coaching change, but Brian
Kellyis preparing for the Trojans as if they're still coached by
LaneKiffin. And in order to top Troy, Kelly’s Irish will need to
ride the opportunistic and playmaking defense that showed
up in the second half against Arizona State. I still don’t think
Notre Dame’s offense is strong enough to carry the team to
a victory against an opponent like this. So the defense will
need torise to the occasion and force the sacks, fumbles and
interceptions that spurred the win over the Sun Devils.

FINAL SCORE: Notre Dame 28, USC 20
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KEVIN SONG | The Observer

IRISH PASSING

Quarterback Tommy Rees is throw-
ing just over 50 percent on the year and
averages 250 yards per game, but Notre
Dame’s success is still tied to how the
senior plays. Rees has five interceptions
in the two games the Irish have lost,
and just one in their four wins.

Senior receiver T] Jones has played
like a captain this fall, and carried the
team with eight catches for 135 yards
and ascore inits win over Arizona State.
Jones, junior receiver DaVaris Daniels
and junior tight end Troy Niklas have
been the Big Three for Notre Dame’s
passing game, with each hauling down
four touchdowns apiece to account for
all but one of the unit’s scores through
the air.

The Trojan defense has held its op-
ponents to a respectable average of 233
passing yards per game. But the last two
outings represent a significant dropoff:
USC gave up 363 yards to Arizona State
and 351 yards to Arizona in back-to-
back weeks.

If Notre Dame can protect Rees from
USC'’s pressure (the team has 19 sacks
this year), the Irish will be able to move
the ball through the air.

65 Conor Hanratty (Jr.) 3 AInerthse(Ir EDGE: NOTRE DAME
72| lTomm Rees (st
e Tanbnlis QB T IRISH RUSHING
I_G & Chris Watt (Gr) USC’s defense has been more stout
75 MarkHarrell (So) against the ground game, surrendering
I_T E Zack Martin (Gr) only 107.2 yards per game. Notre Dame,
Hunter Bivin (Fr.)

TE & Troy Niklas ¢r)

18 Ben Koyack (r.)

WR Chris Brown (so.

17 James Onwualu (Fr.)

meanwhile, enters the game averag-
ing a modest 130 yards per game on the
ground. But the Irish have put togeth-
er two of their most successful efforts
running the football in recent weeks.
After exploding for 220 rushing yards
against Oklahoma, Notre Dame ran for

KEVIN SONG | The Observer

IRISH OFFENSIVE COACHING

It is tempting to write off USC’s
coaching staff completely following the
recent firing of Lane Kiffin, but interim
head coach Ed Orgeron has plenty of
experience to guide the Trojans. The
defensive-minded Orgeron will likely
keep the USC offense functioning as it
has for most of the season, according
to Irish coach Brian Kelly. Perhaps the
biggest change Orgeron will make is
the team’s mentality entering the game
— he has spoken about his desire to
encourage his players to have fun and
restore the looseness present under for-
mer head coach Pete Carroll.

Still, the USC staff is unproven with
Orgeron at the helm, and it takes more
than one game to show legitimacy. Kelly
and the Irish, aided by a bye week, have
the upper hand. Balance will be key
again for the Irish.

EDGE: NOTRE DAME

IRISH SPECIAL TEAMS

Kyle Brindza continues to look sol-
id covering the field goal duties, hav-
ing converted eight of 11 attempts.
Brindza’s punting output has been
slightly less impressive, with the junior
averaging 41.5 yards per punt. TJ Jones
brought a punt return 27 yards against
Arizona State after totaling only three
yards in Notre Dame’s prior three con-
tests. George Atkinson has also looked
dangerous at kick return, although the
Sun Devils kept the ball away from him
on five of six kickoffs. USC has held its
opponents to less than 20 yards per re-
turn this season

EDGE: NOTRE DAME

IRISH SCHEDULE (4-2)
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Arizona State. Sept. 7 @ Michigan L 41-30
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Carlisle excited for ‘big game’ vs. former team

By JACK HEFFERON
Sports Writer

Two years ago, the USC game
was a turning point for Amir
Carlisle’s season. As a freshman
new to South Bend, Carlisle was
the only current member of the
Irish roster to win that game
— as he was still playing for the
Trojans at the time.

Flash forward two years, and
the primetime game against the
Trojans could be just as impor-
tant to the now Irish junior run-
ning back.

Through his last three games,
Carlisle has found playing time
harder to come by in a crowded
Notre Dame backfield. But with
the spotlight on Carlisle as he
faces his old teammates, Irish
coach Brian Kelly has a hunch
this week could be the Santa
Clara, Calif.,, native’s chance to
reestablish himself in the run-
ning game.

“I like hunches sometimes ...
When you get a sense of a game,
you go with it,” Kelly said. “My
guess is he’s going to be excited
about the opportunity to play
against USC. So we’ll be keenly
aware of his want to play very
well against USC.”

Carlisle will not take any
chance he gets lightly. After get-
ting 30 carries in Notre Dame’s

first three games, he had a costly
fumble at the end of the Purdue
game and has carried the ball
just eight times in the three
games since.

Carlisle said while he wants
what is best for the team, he
hopes to do what it takes to factor
into that process.

“As a competitor, [ want to play.
I do,” Carlisle said. “It starts on
the practice field, and getting
better each and every day. I'm
going to continue to do what I
do and give 110 percent on ev-
ery play, and when my number
is called, I'll go out there and do
what I can to try and make a play
for my team.”

That opportunity becomes
even more important to him
when viewed in light of the op-
ponent. Carlisle chose USC out
of high school to stay close to
his family, and the running
back played on offense and spe-
cial teams as a freshman. But
Carlisle’s father, Duane, moved
to Indiana after Amir’s fresh-
man season to become Purdue’s
Director of Sports Performance,
which prompted Amir to trans-
fer schools to remain close to his
family.

“I have nothing but respect for
USC and my time there,” Carlisle
said. “I enjoyed myself there.
I enjoyed the coaching staff. I

enjoyed my teammates. I don’t
have one bad thing to say about
them. But it’s a game, and on the
field it’s all business, and we've
got to take care of business on
Saturday.”

That makes things somewhat
surreal for the junior, as he’ll
be lining up across from old
friends, teammates and room-
mates. That includes USC star re-
ceiver Margqise Lee, who Carlisle
named first on a list of Trojans he
still keeps up with. Carlisle said,
though, that he hasn’t talked to
anyone on the team this week, as
the magnitude of the game has
taken precedence.

“It's a big game for the team,
first and foremost,” he said.
“For me, it is a big game playing
against my old team. It’s a little
weird, to be honest. But I'm ex-
cited, and we have to approach it
like any other game. It’s a must-
win for us, and we have to go out
and execute.”

Carlisle said the atmosphere
in South Bend two years ago was
the “most live” environment the
Trojans played in all season, as
the music echoed through the
bowl and the lights shined down.
Thistimearound, Carlislemaybe
lined up on the opposite sideline,
but Kelly nonetheless believes
Carlisle will once again have the
chance to shine in South Bend.

KEVIN SONG | The Observer

Irish junior running back Amir Carlisle cuts upfield during Notre
Dame’s 41-30 loss to Michigan on Sept. 7 at Michigan Stadium.

“If we look back early in the
season, he started off really well,
and then we just had some other
guys that have played well,” Kelly
said. “He was at USC. I think you
can see he’s pretty focused this

week. ... We really like Amir.
We've just got to get him in the
flow of the game.”

Contact Jack Hefferon at
wheffero@nd.edu
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Orgeron replaces Kitfin, leads the Trojans

By JOSEPH MONARDO

Associate Sports Editor

The unceremonious firing of
former USC head coach Lane
Kiffin in the early morning
hours following the Trojans’
lopsided loss to Arizona State
on Sept. 28 concluded what had
been a high-profile, high-con-
troversy regime at Los Angeles’
premier football program.

The man who steps in atop
the Trojan staff has a lower pro-
file than the embattled Kiffin,
but he brings 28 years of coach-
ing experience and is in his 11th
season overall at USC (4-2, 1-2
Pac-12). Defensive line coach
and recruiting coordinator Ed
Orgeron has added the role of
interim head coach to his re-
sume in relief of Kiffin.

“Coach O brings an incredible
passion and we think he can do
a great job under these circum-
stances,” USC athletic director
Pat Haden said in his press con-
ference announcing the coach-
ing change Sept. 29.

Orgeron, a 1984 graduate and
four-year starter on the defen-
sive line at Northwestern (La.)
State, began his coaching ca-
reer as a graduate assistant at
his alma mater in the same year.
After stops at McNeese State
and Arkansas, Orgeron coached

the defensive line at Miami
from 1989-1992 before spend-
ing a year in private business in
1993. He first joined USC as the
defensive line coach in 1998 fol-
lowing stints at Nicholls State
and Syracuse, and Orgeron
added the roles of recruiting
coordinator and assistant head
coach in 2001 and 2003, respec-
tively. Orgeron left USC in 2005
to become the head coach at Ole
Miss, a role he filled until 2008,
when he jumped to the NFL as
the defensive line coach of the
New Orleans Saints. Orgeron
then joined Kiffin’s staff at
Tennessee in 2009 as the assis-
tant head coach and followed
Kiffin to USC the following year.

“Coach Orgeron has been
around,” Irish coach Brian Kelly
said. “He’s a veteran college
football coach.”

Recruiting has been one of
Orgeron’s biggest hallmarks at
Southern California. For three
consecutive years from 2002-
2004, USC brought in top-five
recruiting classes with Orgeron
at the helm of the efforts. In 2004
he earned recognition from
Rivals.com and “The Sporting
News” as National Recruiter of
the Year.

Following =~ NCAA-imposed
sanctions from violations in-
volving former Trojan stars

Reggie Bush and O.J. Mayo in
2010, USC is in the second of a
three-year, 10-scholarship dis-
advantage. Regardless, Orgeron
earned recognition from mul-
tiple outlets in 2011 and 2012 as
one ofthe nation’stop recruiters.

Now past the season’s half-
way point, Orgeron is tasked
with leading the Trojans out of
their disappointing start and
through a schedule that still in-
cludes No. 9 UCLA and No. 13
Stanford.

“We have a lot of big games
ahead of us,” Haden said. “We
have a lot to play for this season.
The season is not over. Ed will
bring the fun and joy back into
the game.”

At the time of the change, USC
was 3-2 and coming off a 62-41
loss to the Sun Devils. The fol-
lowing week, Orgeron led the
Trojans to a 38-31 home victory
over Arizona in his debut Oct.
10. In the win, USC posted a sea-
son-high 546 yards of total of-
fense, but Kelly said he does not
expect the Trojans to look much
different from what they have
shown through six games when
they battle Notre Dame (4-2).

“He’s not going to go in there
and scuttle the offense and de-
fense and special teams,” Kelly
said.

“His personality is coming
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out in this football team, but he
knows all of his players. There’s
an offensive coordinator and a
defensive coordinator for a rea-
son. There will be some slight
variations, and we’ll have to be
prepared for that. Again, they're
going to be who they are six,
seven weeks into the season.”
Orgeron said as much dur-
ing the Sept. 29 press confer-
ence, although he did allude

STEPH WULZ | The Observer

to changes in the atmosphere
within the USC program.

“l want our guys to believe
and have a little fun,” he said.
“One of the things we can do as
a staff is get really close to our
players, circle the wagons, have
fun and let the chips fall where
they may.”

Contact Joseph Monardo at
jmonardo@nd.edu
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BROTHERS

&N

NIA & TUILL

By MATTHEW DeFRANKS
Assistant Managing Editor

Louis Nix and Stephon Tuitt know
how to play off each other.

They take each other’s antics and
turn them into jokes. They take each
other’s friendly teasing and turn it
into lighthearted ribbing. And in the
past two years, they have been tak-
ing each other’s lead and meeting at
the ball carrier.

And for almost two minutes on
Wednesday, the defensive linemen
put on an improv performance of
sorts, pretending not to be friends
as they shot quips back and forth at
their fellow All-American.

“We’re not good friends at all”
Tuitt said.

“We just play with each other,”

Nix said. “We’re doing this but that’s
about it.

“It’s not hate, we just don’t get
along.”

“He’s too far away. He’s from a dif-
ferent part of the neighborhood,”
Tuitt replied.

But the act did not end there as
both Irish stars credited the other for
his success.

“The person across from me, I just
imagine it’s him and just hit him,”
Nix said.

“I imagine everybody is Lou and I
just try to hit them as hard as I can,”
Tuitt said.

For nearly 120 seconds, the pair
traded their football helmets for dra-
ma masks as they seamlessly rattled
off comeback after comeback as if no
one else was listening.

KEVIN SONG | The Observer
Irish junior defensive end Stephon Tuitt closes in on the quarterback against Arizona State.

While people may not have seen
this side of Nix and Tuitt’s friend-
ship, they hardly keep their friend-
ship a secret.

It's on Twitter. On May 17, Tuitt
tweeted, “Did stairs at the stadium
today at noon. Where the sun is at its
peak working my fundamentals and
mental toughness. Passion for the
game”. Nix’s response? A succinct
and good-natured “shut up”.

It’s on YouTube. In February of
2012, Nix posted a video of Tuitt at-
tempting the “Salt Challenge,” in
which Tuitt tried to swallow a spoon-
ful of salt. Tuitt failed the challenge
miserably while Nix’s high-pitched
laugh echoed in the background.

But the jokes ended and the tone
changed once the topic shifted to
the football field and away from the

comedy club. Nix and Tuitt started
to resemble the fearsome forces they
are on the field and not the jokesters
they are off of it.

On thefield

While the two players line up at
different positions — the senior Nix
inside at nose tackle and the junior
Tuitt outside at end — the duo said
their friendship boosts them on the
field.

“We get into it sometimes but we
realize that we're brothers basically
and we gotta [sic] get along to be suc-
cessful,” Nix said. “So it helps.”

Nix, who has 20 tackles and one
tackle for loss this season, said he
sometimes gets frustrated with Tuitt
when he goes too far up the field and
loses contain on the quarterback.

A 0
ILY KRUSE | The Observer

Irish senior defensive tackle Louis Nix rushes the passer against Michigan State.
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“The quarterback ran for a first down
and I almost wanted to fight him but
not quite,” Nix said.

Nix, who stands at 6-foot-2.5 and 342
pounds, is a role model of sorts for Tuitt,
who in 2012 fell 1.5 sacks short of Justin
Tuck’s school record of 13.5 sacks.

“T look up to him because he’s been
there longer and he has more knowl-
edge and understanding of the game,”
Tuitt said.

Tuitt, who has 18 tackles, 4.5 tackles
for loss and three sacks, said having
a talented player like Nix next to him
makes his job easier.

“T know he’s going to do his job and
he knows I'm going to do my job,” Tuitt
said. “It just makes it so much easier on
the field. We don’t have to try to do each
other’s job.”

It seems, though, like both of them
have one job in common: mentor the
rest of the defensive line, most notably
sophomore defensive end Sheldon Day.

Day is next in the line of skilled de-
fensive linemen for the Irish, one year
behind Tuitt and two behind Nix. The
Indianapolis native said playing with
Nix and Tuitt has made him a better
player.

“It’s great playing with those guys,”
Day said. “They really showed me how
to master my craft and to do the things
that they do to make them as good as
they are.”

Early this season, the Irish defense
struggled to get pressure on the quar-
terback, but the unit broke through
against Arizona State to notch six sacks.
In the previous five games combined,
Notre Dame had just four.

Irish coach Brian Kelly said Notre
Dame was unable to rush the passer

successfully, in part, because quarter-
backs were getting rid of the ball quick-
ly. Tuitt said the effort against Arizona
State was what he expected this sea-
son but also acknowledged that of-
fenses have played differently than last
season.

“Offenses are going to play us differ-
ently because they know we can have
an impact on the game,” Tuitt said.

In the NFL?

This past offseason, Nix passed up
the opportunity to enter the NFL Draft
and returned for his senior season at
Notre Dame. Tuitt would follow in his
teammates footsteps if he decides to
come back in 2014.

Nix said he does not think about the
NFL until after the season is
over.

“We don’t think about it
at all until the last game,”
he said. “That’s when we
make decisions about
the NFL. The NFL is
not relevant.”

That is when Tuitt
stepped in and told
The Observer he
would pass up the
NFL and come back
for his senior year.

“I'm coming back next year,”
Tuitt said. “I'm a junior. I still
have one year.”

When asked later to confirm
if he would be back next sea-
son, Tuitt replied “Yes.”

On Wednesday night, how-
ever, Tuitt tweeted, “Can’t
Believe everything you read.
Goodnight,” before the tweet

was deleted shortly after. Tamara
Tuitt-Bartlett, Stephon’s mother,
said Tuitt had not decided what
he was going to do, the Chicago
Tribune reported.

Kelly addressed the situation on
Thursday evening, saying Tuitt did
not mean to declare either way.
Kelly said Tuitt’s ultimate decision
would be centered around his fam-
ily and his degree.

Nix, who still has one more year
of eligibility also, is listed as Scouts,
Inc.’s No. 6 overall prospect and

JOHN NING | The Observer

ESPN’s Mel Kiper Jr.s No. 3 pros-
pect. Tuitt, meanwhile, is ranked
No. 14 and No. 11 on those lists,
respectively.

Both players are projected to be
first-round picks in the 2014 NFL
Draft.

But right now, they still play with
each other and will continue to play
off each other.

Contact Matthew DeFranks \
at mdefrank@nd.edu
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Elmer, Onwualu benefit from early enrollment

e
JOHN NING | The Observer

Irish freshman receiver James Onwualu, 17, celebrates a tackle on special teams during Notre Dame’s
season-opening 28-6 victory over Temple on Aug. 31 at Notre Dame Stadium.

By JOSEPH MONARDO

Associate Sports Editor

Midway through their fresh-
man campaigns, Irish receiver
James Onwualu and offensive
lineman Steve Elmer already
seem like veterans. After enroll-
ing early in the spring, both play-
ers have thrived in the transition
to Notre Dame and onto the field.

Onwualu, a four-star recruit
rated as the top player com-
ing out of his home state of
Minnesota by ESPN, has record-
ed three special-teams tackles
for the Irish this season. Irish
coach Brian Kelly has spoken
about Onwualu’s significant im-
provements since the beginning
of camp, an improvement that
has encompassed both physical
and mental aspects. Having nev-
erlifted weights before, Onwualu
relied on seniorreceivers T] Jones
and Daniel Smith for direction in
the weight room during his first
weeks on campus.

Even more significant than his
physical gains thus far has been
his improved understanding of
the game, Onwualu said.

“I definitely think that comes
through film and being around
some ofthe otherguys,” Onwualu
said. “Being around T] Jones and
some of those guys that know the
offense to the ‘T, almost as well
as some of the coaches, and lis-
tening to them every day and the
conversations that go on in our
meeting room with [Irish out-
side wide receivers] coach [Mike]
Denbrock between the older
guys, just picking up on that and
taking notes and just trying to
pick up as much as I can, that’s
helpful.”

Onwualu has looked beyond
the current Irish roster, as well,
for advice. A product of Cretin-
Derham Hall High School in
Saint Paul, Onwualu has been in
touch with another former Irish
receiver who went to Cretin-
Derham Hall: current Arizona
Cardinals receiver = Michael
Floyd.

“I mean, he just continues
to tell me to work hard, just do
what I can every day to get better
and continuing to play my best,”
Onwualu said.

Elmer has also relied on his
older counterparts for guidance

and instruction during his time
on campus, both to learn the
playbook and to adjust to the

physical differences from high
school.

“We are doing a lot more stuff

$3.5 million...just for you.
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now, just playbook-wise, obvi-
ously from high school,” the
Midland, Mich., native said.
“And then physically, there’s
no [Irish defensive lineman]
Stephon Tuitts in Midland, so it’s
a little bit different from that as-
pect, as well.“

Coming out of high school, the
6-foot-5.5, 317-pound Elmer was
the 26th-best offensive tackle in
the country, according to ESPN.
In an Irish uniform, however,
Elmer has seen time at multiple
positions along the line.

“I've been bouncing around
a little bit, but it’s been great for
learning the playbook and learn-
ing what everyone needs to do to
adjust,” Elmer said.

“It’s good to get to know both
[the tackle and guard] positions,
because then you kind of know
where everyone else is on the
football field. I find that really
is helpful to understanding the

offense, just getting experience
on both sides of the ball, the right
and the left, the tackle and the
guard.”

Elmer has played in four games
this season and, against Arizona
State on Oct. 5, spelled senior
offensive lineman Christian
Lombard at right guard against
Sun Devils defensive lineman
Will Sutton, a highly-touted NFL
prospect.

Elmer stressed the benefit of
enrollingin the springand added
the players and staff around him
have made his first half-season a
successful one.

“I wouldn’t say it’s easy, but
we've got great coaches, we've
got great leadership from older
guys, other guys on the line,” he
said. “It’s a real team effort get-
ting guys caught up to speed.”

Contact Joseph Monardo at
jmonardo@nd.edu
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WAKING THE ECHOES | CHRIS STEWART

Former OL Stewart returns to law school

By MATTHEW DeFRANKS
Assistant Managing Editor

Most people just want another
year of college. Chris Stewart
knows the feeling.

The former Irish offensive
lineman is back on campus to
finish law school after a hiatus
to pursue a professional football
career. By the time he gradu-
ates law school in 2015, Stewart
would have spent nearly two col-
lege careers at Notre Dame after
enrolling in January of 2006.

“I came here early in 2006 and
by the time I'm done in 2015,
take off time for those years I did
football away, you're still look-
ing at about a decade of being
affiliated with the University
when most people get four, five

tops,” Stewart said. “It’s kind of
strange.”

Stewart played his final sea-
son with the Irish in 2010, when
Notre Dame went 8-5 in Irish
coach Brian Kelly’s first season,
capped by a season-ending,
four-game win streak.

In that win streak, the Irish
knocked offrival USCin the final
game of the regular season after
the Trojans had beaten Notre
Dame eight straight times. The
Irish were without their start-
ing quarterback, running back
and tight end when they beat the
Trojans 20-16 in Los Angeles.

“Anytime you play in the [Los
Angeles Memorial] Coliseum,
it’s almost like a mind-boggling
experience,” Stewart said. “It’s
not something you readily
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forget.”

The Irish offense, directed
by then-freshman quarterback
Tommy Rees, had trouble mov-
ing the ball and committed four
turnovers before coming alive
on its final drive. Down 16-13
with 6:18 left, Notre Dame took
over at its own 23-yard line.

But running back Robert
Hughes and Cierre Wood made
the drive count. They combined
to carry five times for 62 yards,
punctuated by Hughes’ five-
yard plunge into the end zone
with 2:23 left in the game.

Stewart said the way the Irish
won — by running the ball suc-
cessfully — was “icing on the
cake.”

“It’s not only that you get the
win at the end, but the fashion

that you win it in,” Stewart said.
“To be able to run the ball down
the field and know that you're in
total control of the game, impos-
ing your will on the other team
for the win, that’s something
special. That’s something that
every offensive lineman looks
forward to.”

The win was one of two for the
Irish in their last three meetings
with the Trojans.

A month later, Stewart fin-
ished his Notre Dame career
with a 33-17 throttling of Miami
in the Sun Bowl. He said the
four-game winning streak was
a good ending for both the up-
and-down 2010 season and his
up-and-down Irish career.

“I always tell people that we
may have gone through some of
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the hardest times in Notre Dame
[history],” Stewart said. “But it
was so gratifying for me to start
it on a high coming in during
[Brady Quinn’s] era and then go-
ing through the deep valley of
3-9 [in 2007] and all this other
crazy stuff, a coaching change
and ending, beating USC, hav-
ing a four-game win streak, de-
stroying Miami and then, all of
a sudden, you set the base, the
foundation for a team going to
the national championship a
few years later. That was a cool
way to go out.”

Stewart’s last year of college
football was also his first — of
law school. He was the only play-
er in the FBS to also be enrolled
in law school. He said attempt-
ing to balance his school work
and football was “terrible.”

“I always tell people ‘If rein-
carnation is real and I can come
back and do it again, I probably
wouldn’t because it was that ter-
rible,”” he said. “One of the hard-
est things I've ever done in my
life. But now, being on the other
side of it and having a chance
to really make something of my
legal career, it’s something that
I carry personally that’s unique
and it’s pretty special to have
that, no one else has ever done it
before.”

After a brief stint in the NFL
with the New York Jets and the
Arizona Cardinals, Stewart re-
turned to law school at Notre
Dame in the spring of this year.
Before coming back to South
Bend, Stewart also worked at law
firms in Houston and Chicago.

Stewart said getting back in
the swing of things at law school
was difficult at first but that he
has now readjusted.

“There’s a certain way law-
school work is done versus work-
ing in the real world,” he said.
“They'’re a lot different in the
way law school tests for grades
versus how you actually do work
in the real world. I really strug-
gled coming back, not so much
with the material but remem-
bering how to actually take cer-
tain tests and be successful in
the grading scales. They're just
very, very different.”

Stewart, 26, also has some ad-
ministrative duties with the ath-
letic department.

“Seeing that stuff now, it’s dif-
ferent, it’s weird,” he said. “It's
like I'm actually a grown-up.”

He said he was blessed to be
involved with Notre Dame in so
many ways and for such a long
time.

“Coming to this school and
seeing it in so many ways and
the doors that it has opened
and continues to open, is such
a blessing and mind-boggling,”
Stewart said. “When people say
it’s a special place, it really, truly
is, especially if you take the tools
you learned from it and apply it
to life.”

Contact Matthew DeFranks at
mdefrank@nd.edu
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TACKLE YOUR
STUDENT DEBT
ReFi with SoFi

Why ReFi with SoFi?

IT'S EASY IT SAVES
Quick online application. YOU MONEY
Dedicated customer service. Fixed rates as low as

4.99% APR (with AutoPay)*
IT SIMPLIFIES
YOUR LIFE Variable rates currently
Consolidate your federal as low as 2.94% APR
and private student loans (with AutoPay)*
into one loan with one
monthly payment.

. START SAVING NOW
SOFI SOFI.COM/IRISH

“With SoFi, | lowered my rate and will save
thousands of dollars over the life of my loan.”

Alumni-funded
student loans Barry Malinowski Jr., SoFi Borrower

*Fixed rates range from 4.99% APR t0 6.99% APR. 4.99% APR includes 0.25% AutoPay discount and assumes a 5-year loan with all timely monthly payments, no
grace period, no deferment, and no forbearance. Variable rates currently range from 2.94% APR to 5.19% APR, capped at 8.95% APR. 2.94% APR includes 0.25%
AutoPay discount and assumes current 1-month Libor rate of 0.19% plus 2.75% APR. The 1-month Libor index will adjust monthly and loan payment will be
re-amortized and changed monthly. Actual fixed or variable interest rate offered within the ranges listed depends on the borrower’s credit history. Loans made by
SoFi Lending Corp., CFL #6054612.
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After the Main Building burned down in 1879, Fr. Sorin said,

LET NO ONE

EVER AGAIN
SAY WE

DREAMED
T00 SMALL.

ace.nd.edu/teach

In ACE, we take that message to heart, aspiring to put students on the path to college and heaven.

JOIN US FOR ACE NIGHT - WED., OCT. 30 - 7PM IN CAROLE SANDNER HALL (THE ACE BUILDING)
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UNIVERSITY OF

NOTRE DAME
Mendoza College of Business

(50 abou

NOEHE > siness

Master of Science in Business

Parent and student
info session:

=Oct. 18,2 pm
» Mendoza, Room 162
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Rochell, Butler enter defensive rotation
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Chadoon Tl

By JOSEPH MONARDO

Associate Sports Editor

Two pieces of Notre Dame’s
highly-touted freshman class,
defensive lineman Isaac Rochell
and cornerback Devin Butler,
have gotten off to some fast
starts in their careers.

Both players have seen signifi-
cant game action during the first
half of their rookie seasons on a
defense finding its form.

Rochell, a four-star recruit
rated as the 139th-best player in
the country by ESPN, hails from
McDonough, Ga., and has bol-
stered a defensive line thinned
by injury. After joining what
seemed to be a crowded rota-
tion on the defensive front, the
newcomer has played in all six
contests and has recorded three
tackles.

“When I got here, my perspec-
tive on the whole thing was just
work out, get better, and it was
such a day-by-day thing with
classes and stuff,” Rochell said.
“So I never really thought about
[playing time]. And when the
season came, with camp it’s just
the same thing. You are just wor-
rying about today, because it’s
one of those things. It’s a grind.
... You have to focus on your job
on and off the field.”

Rochell said the workout and
nutritional plans set up by the
Irish staff have been helpful in
making the transition to the col-
lege game.

“When you get here and they
get you in the dining hall this
summer, the dining hall is
great,” he said. “And then you
are just on that lifting program
where you are constantly lift-
ing, you just gain weight. All the
guys, all the freshmen gained
five or 10 pounds when we first
got here. It just happens.”

If Rochell continues to re-
ceive time on the defensive line
when sophomore Sheldon Day
returns from an ankle injury,
Rochell might have the opportu-
nity to face off against his older
brother Matt, a sophomore of-
fensive lineman for Air Force.
Notre Dame travels to Colorado
Springs, Colo., for a matchup
with the Falcons on Oct. 26.

“I talk to him after [my] game,
he talks to me after every one
of his games, so we are pretty
close,” Rochell said.

Butler also shares a special
bond with his older brother

Darius, who was paralyzed after
being shot five times while walk-
ing home one night as a fresh-
man at Howard University in
2008. Darius, five years Devin’s
senior, has benefited from
Devin’s care in recent years but
has also served as an inspiration
to his younger brother.

“It gives me a lot of motiva-
tion,” Devin said. “I mean, he’s
someone that is my biggest sup-
porter, and through everything
he’s always telling me how proud
of me heis.

“He definitely tells me how
he misses his little brother. He
moved out before I left, so I was
always spending a lot of time
over at his new apartment, so
[me coming to college] was just
really cutting the cord I guess.”

Darius has already made the
trip from the family’s home city
of Washington, D.C., to Notre
Dame to see his younger brother
play several times this year and
was most recently in Arlington,
Texas to watch the Irish take on
Arizona State.

Rated as the 188th-best player
in the country by ESPN coming
out of high school, Devin has
played in five games this sea-
son and has made two tackles
while learning from sophomore
cornerback KeiVarae Russell
and senior cornerback Bennett
Jackson.

“I guess [the most important
thing I have learned] would just
be to have a short-term mem-
ory,” Butler said. “To not let the
little things eat at you, but to
take the little things seriously, to
really focus on everything that
I need to do and focus on my
craft and become a master of my
craft.”

Butler and Rochelle are two of
the Irish freshmen giving Notre
Dame’s defense an injection of
youth, along with cornerback
Cole Luke and starting outside
linebacker Jaylon Smith also
seeing considerable time.

“I think it’s cool,” Rochell said
of the freshmen contributions.
“I think especially this summer,
working out and stuff, I think we
gelled. So it’s kind of this com-
mon thing that, ‘We are ready,
we are going to work hard.” And
I think it’s been cool to see guys
develop. And when they go in
they are making plays.”

Contact Joseph Monardo at
jmonardo@nd.edu

Write Sports.

Email Mike Monaco at

jmonaco(@nd.edu

APARTMENTS

Reserve a unit now for the 2014-2013 school year and we’ll
pay your waste, water, trash, broadband, gas and the
1st $50.00 of your monthly electric bill!

At the Stadium Club we charge per apartment, not per
person, so you choose how to divide your rent up to 4 ways!

Currently our 10 month lease rates for 2014-2015 are:
1st floor, 2 bedroom/2 bathroom -$799 per apartment/month
2nd floor, 2 bedroom/2 bathroom -$849 per apartment/month

Each 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom unit is just under 1000 square feet and includes
central air, washer/dryer, dishwasher, stove and refrigerator/freezer. Each unit
has a large porch or balcony and our 2nd floor units have vaulted ceilings

Visit us at the Stadium Club and find out why our tenants say,
“If you haven’t lived at the Stadium Club... then you haven’t lived!”

Mention this Observer ad to receive 1/2 off the regular security deposit!

S574-243-7330
18127 Bulla Road, Apt. A

South Bend, IN. 46637

www.ndstadiumclub.com
stadiumclubcondos@sbcglobal.net
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CHOCOLATE CHIP

Filled with rich chocolate
chips, BAKED FRESH & cut
into 8 slices, served warm

and ready to eat.

ADD A
COOKIE

TO ANY PIZZA
PURCHASE

LARGE
PIZZA

UP TO 3-TOPPINGS
_PRowo cobE: 310 [,

SHAMROCK SPECIAL

$2/4 99

Three Large

94D JORNS

Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

OFFICIAL PIZZA SPONSOR OF THE NFL

LATE NIGHT SPECIAL

$7 99

LARGE

Open Late
271-1177

Frida
Saturda
10AM - 2

Mm*
*Open until 3AM on
home game weekends.

1-Topping Pizzas

Online Promo Code: SVM11
Expires 5/31/2014

Use Online eDeal

APA JOHNS)
FARL POPPER BOX

Expires On 5/31/2014

THE KILT

DOMER DOLLARS DELIVERED!

E E Domer Dollars & Munch Money E 9 9

! % Now Accepted At Our Campus Location  §

: H 1827 South Bend Avenue .

1 L . L}

] * Valid on Regular Menu Priceand not v o : .

E EXtra La rge E valid with any other coupons or discounts E 8"1 -TOppI ng Pizza

: H H C Orders Cannot Be Placed Online ' i

: 1-Topping Pizza : E & Chicken Poppers

E | HNS) Online Promo Code: SYM10 E rrrr E l'ﬂ N Online Promo Code: SVM6

Expires 5/31/2014

papajohns.com

Expires On 5/14/2014

Follow us on Twitter. (@ObserverSports
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Recruiting

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Dame’s two receiver com-
mitments in the class of 2014

— Brent and Corey Holmes —
are both expected to visit this
weekend.

“He’s one of the top players
in the country and he certainly

would fit in with them at wide
receiver,” Frank said.

Athlete Michiah Quick
The 170-pound California

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

What are you searching for?

Let First Unitarian Church of South Bend help you find it.

Unitarian Universalists seek truth on many paths, and draw inspiration

from a variety of faiths and philosophical traditions. Unitarian Universalism
is a progressive faith without dogma or creed. Congregants are united by
shared values like compassion, acceptance, social justice, and belief in the
inherent dignity and worth of every person.

Join us for worship services every Sunday, 10:30 am.
Or for more information, visit www.FirstUnitarian.us.

Notre Dame P
= | P
Z  E AngelaBlvd. i
= g
5 . -
= %é\év* E
@33 S ; g
( - E. LaSalle Ave.
First Unitarian Church of South Bend
1101 E. Jefferson Blvd « South Bend IN 46617 Y, o |
&/ 574.234.6588 « www.firstunitarian.us = E. Jefferson Blvd.

Now open for business!

OALL

kitchen & tavern
ESTABLISHED 2013

MONDAY

Children’s Hospital
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

*10% of all proceeds goes to Memorial

*10% of all proceeds goes to WNIT

Closed for Invite Only Grand Opening Event

*10% of all proceeds goes to Boys and Girls
Clubs of St. Joseph County

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

... to the good food and fun during the Grand Opening of LaSalle Kitchen & Tavern.
We're celebrating from Monday, October 21, through Saturday, October 26, starting at
5:00 p.m. every night. We are located on the third floor of the LaSalle Grill building in
newly renovated digs, and we'll be offering Grand Opening specials all week long! In
addition, we will be honoring charities all week with special donations.

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

South Bend'’s only gastropub! Come enjoy the best that good food and good friends have to
offer. But when you come, be prepared to “Live the Code.”

good food. good friends. good life.

lasallekitchenandtavern.com

Tapin...
Grand

Opening

October 21-26

* Listen up DTSB offices! End-of-Week
Office Party with special priced small
plates, from 5:00 -7:00 p.m. with live music
(acoustic from 5:00-7:00 p.m. and Phineas
Gage from 10:00 p.m. until 1:00 am.)

*Game Day; watch your favorite team with
your favorite snacks!

*Live music from 9:00 p.m. until 1:00 am.,
featuring Rutabaga

speedster checks in as the
4th-best athlete in the class of
2014, per ESPN. Quick visited
Oklahoma at the beginning of
the month and is also sched-
uled to be at Alabama for the
LSU game. Frank described
Quick as an inside-slot receiv-
er who is quick with “excellent
explosion.”

Tight end Tyler Luatua

ESPN rates the La Mirada,
Calif,, native as the best H-type
tight end in the class of 2014
and the 68th-best player over-
all. Luatua visited Ole Miss last
weekend and has November
visits scheduled with Alabama
and Wisconsin, per ESPN.

“He’s probably more of a
stretch-the-field tight end like
[2014 tight end commit Nic]
Weishar, guys who can get
deep, excellent athletic abil-
ity,” Frank said.

Offensive lineman Damien
Mama

The massive Mama, who is
listed at 6-foot-4, 370 pounds,
is the No. 3 guard in the class
and the No. 56 player overall.
Mama visited Wisconsin last
weekend and is scheduled
to visit Alabama for the LSU
game in early November.

“Damien Mama would kind
of be the crown jewel to an al-
ready unbelievable offensive-
line class,” Frank said. “He’s
the kind of guy you just run the
ball behind. He’s just an abso-
lutely dominating blocker and
plays with incredible attitude
and nastiness even though
he’s kind of a real happy-go-
lucky type of guy.”

Linebacker Nyles Morgan
ESPN’s No. 4 inside lineback-
er attends Crete-Monee High
School, less than two hours
away. The 6-foot-2, 225-pound-
er tweeted his top six schools
Sept. 1, and Notre Dame did
not make the cut. Two days lat-
er, Morgan said it was, in fact,
too early to start narrowing
down his recruitment.
“Obviously with [graduate
student inside linebackers]
Carlo [Calabrese] and Dan Fox
graduating, somebody’s got to
start,” Frank said. “It is wide
open right now next year for
inside linebacker, and Nyles
Morgan has the kind of ability
and size to step in right away

and start. He’s really that kind
of tremendous talent.”

Athlete Bo Scarbrough

Scarbrough, ESPN’s No. 2
athlete and No. 20 player over-
all, committed to Alabama on
Sept. 7, 2012. Scarbrough, who
lived previously in Tuscaloosa,
Ala., and transferred this sea-
son to the IMG Academy in
Bradenton, Fla., could play
running back at the next level.

“You want to talk about
an amazing talent, that guy
has crazy amounts of talent,”
Frank said. “He’s, I would say,
Notre Dame’s No. 1 choice
even before [former Irish com-
mit Elijah] Hood was commit-
ted, he would have been the
guy they would have wanted
more than anybody.”
Linebacker/safety Drue
Tranquill

The Fort Wayne, Ind., na-
tive and Purdue commit-
ment visited Notre Dame for
the Michigan State game.
Tranquill pledged to the
Boilermakers on July 23rd
and received an offer from
Notre Dame soon thereafter.
Tranquill likely profiles as ei-
ther a linebacker or safety.

“He knows there’s a number
of Irish commitments coming
in,” Frank said. “So I think he
wants to see how he fits in with
that group. I think if he does,
chances are Notre Dame is go-
ing to have a good chance to
get him in the end.”

Cornerback Nick Watkins

A top-10 cornerback, ac-
cording to ESPN, Watkins has
already visited Notre Dame
unofficially and also took in
Notre Dame’s victory over
Arizona State on Oct. 5. The
Irish do not have any pledges
in the 2014 secondary.

“He’s one of the few corners
that Notre Dame has targeted
this year and they really like
him,” Frank said. “I know he
could be the No. 1 guy on their
board [overall].”

For more on Notre Dame
recruiting, check out Mike Frank'’s
irishsportsdaily.com. Email Mike
at mikefrank18@sbcglobal.net
and tell him The Observer sent
you.

Contact Mike Monaco at
jmonaco@nd.edu

Follow us on
Twitter.

(@wObserverSports
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