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‘Their employee in Washington’
Rep. Rothfus focuses on constituent services, financial responsibility 

By NICOLE MICHELS 
assistant managing editor

Editor’s Note: This is the seventh 
story in a series featuring Notre 
Dame and Saint Mary’s graduates 
serving as members of Congress. 
The eighth and final story will 
run next week. This series, titled 
“Trading Golden Dome for Capitol 
Dome,” runs on Fridays.

seven hundred thou-
sand, five hundred seven-
ty-three: the number of 
constituents in pennsylvania’s 
12th congressional district, and 
who freshman congressman 
Keith rothfus (r-pa-12) calls his 
employers.  

rothfus, who earned his J.d. 
from notre dame law school 
in 1994, said he has focused on 

constituent services during his 
tenure. 

“i tell everyone, i’m just the em-
ployee,” rothfus said. “you have 
705,000 employers or bosses in 
the district, and it’s important for 
people to understand that that’s 
the way it works now: when you 
go into public service you are the 
employee of the people.

“you’re here to represent 
700,000 people, and i represent 
people who didn’t vote for me, i 
represent people who didn’t vote 
at all and i represent people who 
voted for me.”

rothfus said he worked with 
his team to establish venues for 
his constituents to voice their 
concerns, including coffee shop 
hours and telephone town halls. Courtesy of the Office of Representative Keith Rothfus

Rep. Keith Rothfus, who earned his J.D. from Notre Dame Law School in 1994,  often refers to himself as an 
employee of the people and prioritizes communication with constituents. 

irish guard seniors uphold tradition Sexual 
assualt 

reported
By MEGHAN THOMASSEN
managing editor

The american flag waving 
over notre dame stadium 
during the football game 
against Temple climbed to the 
top of the flagpole thanks to 
senior chris cali, captain of 
the irish guard.

cali said he first raised the 
flag over notre dame stadium 
before this year’s game 
against Temple.

“raising the flag is a huge 
responsibility,” he said. “[The 

person carrying the flag] was 
someone from the military 
and someone who had lost a 
loved one. she was in tears, 
and i just took the flag and 
said, ‘Thank you for your hus-
band’s service,’ and it was a 
powerful moment for me.” 

cali said he maintained the 
guard’s traditional stoic and 
sharp character as he walked 
onto the field in front of 70,000 
spectators. 

he and fellow guardsman ALLISON D’AMBROSIA | The Observer

Irish Guard members march alongside the Notre Dame band during 
the football game against Michigan State. 

week encourages global diplomacy 
By CRISTINA SANCHEZ
news writer

Today marks the beginning 
of international education 
week, a nation-wide initiative 
established to promote interna-
tional exchange of customs and 
cultures, mcKenna pencak, 
assistant director of commu-
nications and outreach for 
international student services 
and activities (issa), said. 
pencak said the week will be 
celebrated on campus through 
nov. 17.

“international education 
week is a national event coordi-
nated by the us department of 
state and the us department of 
education to celebrate and pro-
mote international education 
and global exchange between 
the united states and other 
countries,” pencak said. 

she said issa sponsors 
international education week 
at notre dame every year.

“This year, there are thirty-
five events going on over the 
course of the week,” pencak 
said. “There’s a wide array of 

events ranging from theater 
performances and lectures 
to food tastings and book 
signings.”

The week’s signature event 
is the international Taste of 
south bend, which will be held 
on wednesday, nov. 13 in the 
laFortune ballroom, pencak 
said. Free and open to the notre 
dame community, she said the 
event includes a sampling of in-
ternational cuisine from 12 lo-
cal ethnic restaurants, pencak 
said.

pencak said this particular 

event has been successful in 
years past.

“last year, we had about 
400 people attend the event,” 
pencak said. “it’s always a lot of 
fun and a great way to spread 
cultural awareness and learn 
about restaurant offerings in 
the community.” 

Timothy roemer, a for-
mer u.s. congressman and 
ambassador to india, will be 
among the variety of guest 
speakers who will take part 

see roThFus PAGe 5

Observer Staff Report

notre dame security police 
(ndsp) is investigating a report 
of sexual assault committed 
by an acquaintance in a south 
Quad men’s residence hall late 
last Friday, an email sent to stu-
dents said.

The email stated the report 
was made to a university ad-
ministrator and warned stu-
dents of the risk of sexual 
assault.

“anyone initiating any kind 
of sexual contact with an-
other person must seek con-
sent and not engage in sexual 
contact unless consent is giv-
en,” the email stated. “as the 
university’s sexual assault poli-
cy makes clear: ‘sexual miscon-
duct of any kind is inconsistent 
with the university’s values 
and incompatible with the safe, 
healthy environment that the 
notre dame community ex-
pects. … The perpetrator, not 
the survivor, is responsible for 
any instance of sexual assault.” 

see reporT PAGe 4
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Jacob Dean
sophomore
o’neill hall

“Tiger stripes for the detroit 
Tigers.”

George Fillion
sophomore
Keough hall

“red and navy for the red sox.”

Lynn Hsieh
grad student
Fischer graduate residences

“pink for breast cancer 
awareness month.”

Andy Woodruff
freshman
morissey manor

“yellow for morissey.”

Kenny Zesso
sophomore
Keough hall

“Teal.”

Hazem Khazbak
freshman
morissey manor

“gold.”

If you could mandate the creation of a new color for Solo cups, what would it be?

Question of the Day: Have a question you want answered? 
Email obsphoto@gmail.com

the next five Days: Want your event included here?
Email obsnews.nd@gmail.com

Friday

Radium Girls 
Discussion Panel
Haggar College Center
1 p.m.-2:30 p.m.
St. Mary’s staff and 
guests speak about 
subject of recent play.

Hockey
Compton Family Arena
8:05 p.m.-10:05 p.m
The Irish take on the 
Minnesota Gophers.

Saturday

The Met Opera: Tosca
DeBartolo Performing 
Arts Center
1 p.m.
Opera perfomance live 
in HD.

Vigil Mass
Basilica of the Sacred 
Heart
5 p.m.-6 p.m.
Mass and worship.

Sunday

Mogigliani Quartet
DeBartolo Performing 
Arts Center
2 p.m.-3:30 p.m.
Parisian singers 
perform.

Zen Meditation
Coleman-Morse Center
6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
Meditation service.

Monday

Veteran Day’s 
Ceremony
Hesburgh Library Carey 
Auditorium
5 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Open to the public. Fr. 
Hesburgh to attend.

Women’s Basketball
Joyce Center
7 p.m. -9 p.m.
The Irish take on 
Michigan State.

Tuesday

Lecture: This 
Country is Yours Too!
Geddes Hall
12 p.m.-1p.m.
Laura Steil speaks on 
empowering minority 
students.

Men’s Soccer
Alumni Stadium
7 p.m.-9 p.m.
Quarterfinal match.

Corrections
in the wednesday, nov. 7 edition 
of The observer, the publication 
misspelled the name of viewpoint 
columnist nora goebelbecker. in the 
edition, she was referred to as noel.
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Students practice meditation at a session of Zen Meditation in Coleman-Morse Center. Campus Ministry typically holds  
meditation events on Sunday nights under the direction of an experienced meditation instructor. 
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By CHRISTIAN MYERS
news writer

students will celebrate asiatic 
culture and traditions saturday 
during asian allure: speak, a show 
that has continued for more than 
a decade. senior ryan gonzales 
said this event is important for 
students who participate in the 
show and for the university com-
munity as a whole.

“it’s not often that we get to ex-
press our culture in this way, so 
it’s a great thing for cast mem-
bers to participate in and for 
the university to experience,” 
gonzales said.

This year’s show is titled “asian 
allure: speak.” it will be held today 
at 7 p.m. and saturday at 4 p.m. in 

washington hall and is approxi-
mately two hours long. gonzales 
said the show will feature per-
formances from various campus 
groups under the umbrella of 
the asian american association 
(aaa), including the newly added 
Tae Kwon do club.

This year’s asian allure will dif-
fer from shows in years past in its 
focus on skits and emphasis on 
tradition, gonzales said.

The focus on skits involves ex-
panding the number and lengths 
of the skits and eliminating the 
fashion show and musical per-
formances, leaving the skits and 
dance performances as the show’s 
core, gonzales said. 

gonzales said in the past skits 
served as a transition between 

other performances, but will now 
act as the centerpiece of the show.

“This year the skits are holding 
the weight of the show, the mes-
sage of the show,” he said.

The emphasis on tradition is a 
departure from past shows that 
sought to incorporate modern 
performance styles with tradi-
tional styles, gonzales said.

“compared to years before, we 
are placing a particular value on 
tradition,” he said. “other direc-
tors blended the modern and the 
traditional, but this year we’re 
placing a value on tradition and 
remembering where we came 
from.”

This emphasis is reflected in the 
name of this year’s show, ‘speak,’ 
gonzales said.

“what’s important is speaking 
the languages of the cultures,” he 
said.  language carries with it the 
culture and history of our past. 
when we speak we remember, 
and if we speak we won’t forget.”

gonzales said asian allure is 
the biggest fall event for the aaa 
and asian allure: speak has a cast 
of more than 80 students. The 
show and the general rehearsals 
that take place for a week before 
the show provide those in differ-
ent clubs a chance to get to know 
each other, he said.

“it’s a great opportunity for 
clubs to come together, meet each 
other and learn about different 
cultures they wouldn’t otherwise 
learn about,” gonzales said.

The event also helps to represent 

the level of diversity on campus, 
gonzales said.

“you can see [asian allure] as 
a service to the university,” he 
said.  “it’s a reality that there isn’t 
enough racial diversity at notre 
dame to accurately represent the 
country we live in. asian allure is a 
great display of the cultural diver-
sity that is on campus.”

gonzales, who wrote two skits 
for the show himself, said he has 
wanted to direct the show since his 
sophomore year because of his in-
terests in drama and storytelling.

“i really like theatre and dance, 
but more than those two things i 
love telling stories,” gonzales said. 

Contact Christian Myers at  
cmyers8@nd.edu

By JOANNA LAGEDROST
news writer

Jacob Keyes, the boy who pub-
lished a book about notre dame 
football at age 10, has plans for a 
sequel, this time co-written by his 
sisters grace, 10, and Tess, 8.

The siblings from spokane, 
wash. have begun working on 
a new project called “The little 
gipper spirit,” a follow-up to 
Jake’s book, “The little gipper’s 
welcome to notre dame Football.” 

“little gipper spirit” is a youth 
movement meant to encourage 
kids to find their passion and use 

that to help people down the street 
or across the globe, grace Keyes 
said.  

“Jake wrote his book and we 
wanted to do something more and 
get more involved,” grace Keyes 
said. “[it’s] a joint effort.”

Jake Keyes, now 12, said the 
movement also stemmed from 
adult responses after publishing 
his first book and its 2012-2013 sea-
son supplement, “echoes awake!” 
many people reached out to con-
gratulate him and asked him the 
nature of his next project, he said.

mike Keyes, the father of the 
Keyes siblings, said his family 

realized Jake Keyes’ accomplish-
ment might inspire other young 
people to positively impact the 
community with their passions, 
just as it inspired his sisters. 

The Keyes children not only 
formed the movement, but have 
also launched the “what’s your 
passion?” essay writing and art sub-
mission contest, grace Keyes said.

“Kids are going to write about 
what their passion is [or submit 
artwork] and say how they’re go-
ing to use it to help other people, 
and the best essays are going to be 
put in a book,” grace Keyes said.

The contest, which is open to 

all first through eight graders, 
launched nov. 1 and will close Jan. 
15, 2014. essays should contain a 
maximum of 500 words, and art 
submissions must be scanned.  
entries are accepted through  
littlegipper.com.

The Keyes siblings will act as 
judges of the submitted works. 
each one will oversee the works of 
a specific age range, grace Keyes 
said.

“we will pick the entries that 
best show how kids are using their 
passions to help others,” grace 
Keyes said.

selected submissions will be 

featured in a book scheduled to 
be published in late spring 2014. 
The book will be officially licensed 
through the university and sold 
in the notre dame hammes 
bookstore, Jake Keyes said. 

“we want kids to help others,” 
Jake Keyes said  “by entering the 
contest, they’ll probably discover 
more about what their passionate 
about and use that passion in new 
way..”

For more information, visit  
littlegipper.com.

Contact Joanna Lagedrost at 
jlagedro@nd.edu

Students celebrate Asiatic culture 

Child author plans sequel to ND football book

By EMILY McCONVILLE
news writer

Three panelists explored bisex-
ual and transgender experiences 
from a variety of perspectives in a 
discussion titled “what about the 
‘b’ and the ‘T’?” prismnd included 
this talk as part of its stand against 
hate week, a series of events meant 
to increase awareness of the issues 
faced by the lgbTQ community. 

dr. abigail palko, director of un-
dergraduate studies in the gender 
studies department, offered an 
academic perspective on experi-
ences of bisexual and transgender 
individuals. in the past several 
decades, she said understanding 
of bisexuality has evolved, from 
defining it in terms of bisexual acts 
to defining it in terms of the incli-
nations or emotions of bisexual 
people. 

“we have this tendency to as-
sume that your partner of the 
moment is a sign of what your ori-
entation is, so that you know my 
partner is a man, and you see me 
as a woman, you would assume i 
am heterosexual,” she said. “but if 
i am bisexual, how do i get you to 
know what i am if it’s important 
to me that you read that part of my 
identity properly, if it’s only judged 
by partner?”

similarly, palko said, the term 

“transgender” also means differ-
ent things to different people. The 
medical definition of transgender 
has also evolved, but the responses 
to it have not kept pace, leading to, 
she said, a “double-bind” for trans-
gendered people.

palko said ways to support 
the transgender community in-
cluded “bathroom activism,” or 
understanding how norms such 
as non-gender-neutral restrooms 
could exclude transgendered in-
dividuals, and a greater aware-
ness of how people ask questions 
about sexual intimacy — and its 
appropriateness. 

“[sex is] meant to be an expres-
sion of human connection between 
two people, so the answer that i try 
to remember to always give is that 
the experience of sexual activity for 
transgender people, just like for cis-
gender people — that’s where the 
sex you were given at birth matches 
your gender identity — is always 
defined by the two bodies engaged 
in it, and the two people inhabiting 
those bodies,” she said. 

dr. Jan poorman, director of for-
mation and field education in the 
department of theology, offered 
a theological perspective on the 
bisexual and transgender experi-
ence, saying the catholic church’s 
teachings on homosexuality are 
often misunderstood. 

drawing from a number of 
catholic church documents, she 
said while the church holds that 
homosexual acts are “objectively 
disordered” because they do not 
indicate a relationship between a 
man and a woman or lead to the 
procreation of children, homo-
sexual and bisexual people them-
selves are not disordered, sinful or 
rejected by god. 

Quoting from the catechism, 
she said while transgender “just 
is,” the church technically holds 
that gender-reassignment proce-
dures are immoral because they 
change the self through mutilation 
or sterilization. 

“The irony is that this teaching 
comes from — talk about distort-
ing church teaching — a section 
that is about kidnapping and hos-
tage-taking and reigns of terror 
and terrorism and torture of other 
people,” poorman said. “we really 
should not be terrorizing people by 
amputating their limbs and muti-
lating them and sterilizing them — 
and who’s not going to agree with 
that? so there’s not really a lot of 
good stuff.” 

poorman said the church is, 
however, learning from medicine 
and psychology that people oc-
cupy a spectrum of genders rather 
than a dichotomy of two biological 
sexes. 

 “we must rethink what we say 
about the immorality of those 
medically necessary procedures 
and processes that people feel must 
undergo oftentimes without even 
knowing all the medical reasons 
underlie the sense that they do not 
belong in their bodies,” poorman 
said. 

dr. maureen lafferty, assis-
tant director for training and staff 
psychologist at the university 
counseling center, spoke about 
her own experience as a bisexual 
woman and emphasized the am-
biguity and negative connota-
tions associated with the word 
“bisexual.”

“The classic [saying] in the les-
bian community is, ‘don’t get in-
volved with a bisexual woman 
because she will dump you for 
man,’ and that is really just too 
much. even though [the general-
izations] have been around forever, 
i don’t think they’re gone. i still 
[see] them,” she said. 

developing a bisexual identity, 
lafferty said, could therefore be “less 
linear” than the similar process of 
a gay or lesbian person and include 
exploration, delay and confusion. 

“it’s a both-and option in an ei-
ther-or world,” she said.  

lafferty said bisexual people 
can often feel excluded from the 
straight and gay communities as 

well as face misunderstanding and 
homophobia before achieving self 
and community acceptance. 

“it’s being able to find the com-
munity and then within the com-
munity find people that seem to 
resonate to your experience and 
seem to understand or support or 
at least be curious about or inter-
ested in your experience and creat-
ing space there,” she said.  

lafferty said that there are, how-
ever, psychological advantages to 
being bisexual. 

“i think sometimes folks who 
identify as bi or experience the 
world as a both-and world can 
bring the perspective that perhaps 
love is not based on gender, that 
perhaps what we have in common 
is more important than what sepa-
rates us and that things are com-
plicated,” she said. “Folks who are 
bi, they sometimes have a special 
angle on multiple identities, the fact 
that we are very interesting people.” 

lafferty said that bringing bi-
sexual and transgender issues, 
which still are not treated ideally 
in the medical world and which 
often make people react in a “fear-
ful” way, into everyday discussion 
is how students can support lgbT 
individuals.  

Contact Emily McConville at 
emcconv1@nd.edu

panel addresses bisexual and transgender issues
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information about sexual as-
sault prevention and resources 
for survivors of sexual assault 
is available online from both 
ndsp and the committee for 
sexual assault prevention.

Report
conTinued From page 1

By TABITHA RICKETTS
news writer

This year, saint mary’s college 
student government association 
(sga) is partnering with the local 
robinson community learning 
center to provide support and stu-
dent volunteers, particularly for 
the center’s programs for grade 
school and high school students, 
sga community chair Kristine 
mcinerney said. 

“every year, student govern-
ment picks one major partner-
ship to work with for volunteering 
opportunities for students,” said 
mcinerney. “we encourage stu-
dents to volunteer at the robinson 
center because their program 
objectives are in accordance with 
our mission statement.”

The robinson center hosts af-
terschool programs and activities 
for students to promote various as-
pects of education, mcinerney said. 

“They have events throughout 
the week and on weekends ... pro-
moting literacy and giving them 
a place to go after school [to] get 
their work done,” mcinerney said. 

although the center also sup-
ports programs for adults and el-
derly members of the community, 
mcinerney said the saint mary’s 
partnership is focusing on the 
younger student population of the 

south bend community. 
“since we are partnering with 

them this year, this is the main 
volunteering [opportunity] that 
we want students to [become in-
volved in],” mcinerney said, “so 
we’d really like as much participa-
tion with this center as possible.”

The robinson center was es-
tablished in 2001 as an offshoot 
of the university of notre dame’s 
office of public affairs, according 
to their website, rclc.nd.edu. 

designed to support the 
president’s office’s educational ini-
tiative, the center has been a con-
stant volunteer site for notre dame 
students. This year’s affiliation with 
saint mary’s will widen the center’s 
volunteer pool, mcinerney said.

“The robinson center 
partnership connects saint 
mary’s students to the south bend 
community,” mcinerney said.

mcinerney said sga has volun-
teers visiting the robinson center 
to share their college experiences 
and talk about leadership roles. 

“girls from the student govern-
ment at saint mary’s are ... telling 
them why [we] chose saint mary’s, 
what part of college life [we] re-
ally enjoy and what was beneficial 
when [we] were looking at colleges 
to help [the students] make the 
right decision,” mcinerney said. 
“Then we’re talking about why 

we chose to be in student govern-
ment, and what our roles are and 
why we think that student leader-
ship is important.”

mcinerney said sga intends to 
have high school students from 
the program come to saint mary’s 
next week to attend a student sen-
ate meeting and to be exposed to 
the possibilities of student leader-
ship in a college environment.

she said she hopes this 

partnership will encourage the 
women of saint mary’s to inspire 
others to take advantage of the 
educational opportunities avail-
able in higher education systems.

“i just think that there are so 
many great opportunities at the 
center to promote education,” 
mcinerney said. “if you can make 
a difference ... it’s important to get 
involved.”

volunteer opportunities for 

saint mary’s students include 
weekday afternoon enrich-
ment classes monday through 
Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 
p.m., according to the center’s vol-
unteer flier. sign-ups are available 
for one-time activities or weekly 
visits, based on the student’s 
availability. 

Contact Tabitha Ricketts at 
tricke01@saintmarys.edu

Robinson Center solicits SMC volunteers

in the week’s events, pencak 
said. roemer will speak 
in the mendoza college of 
business Jordan auditorium on 
wednesday, nov. 13 at 4 p.m. 
  in addition to roemer’s lec-
ture, pencak said student gov-
ernment is joining forces with 
Fostering internationalism at 
notre dame (Find) to host a 
student discussion with fac-
ulty members focusing on how 
students can integrate their 
voice into the university’s role 
as an international research 
institution. 

 “This event, in particular, will 
be great for students to partici-
pate in,” said pencak. “Find is 
a brand new organization on 
campus and the discussion will 
be a great way for students to 
get involved in the conversation 
about internationalism at notre 
dame.”

The brazilian club, the irish 
club, the muslim students 
association, the asian american 
association and the indian 
association of notre dame 
are among the student groups 
that will be hosting events on 
campus in celebration of inter-
national education week, said 
pencak.

“There’s a variety of events 
for a variety of different people. 
That’s the great part about the 
schedule this year,” pencak 
said. international education 
week is a wonderful celebration 
of different countries and cul-
tures and a great way to learn 
about notre dame’s initiatives 
and programs throughout the 
world.”

For a complete listing of the 
events, visit issa.nd.edu

Contact Cristina Sanchez at 
csanche7@nd.edu

Week
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“we’re doing a series of cof-
fees around the district, where 
i will show up at a local coffee 
shop and we’ll just talk the is-
sues with constituents, both the 
big national issues and the ba-
sic constituent issues that peo-
ple might have,” rothfus said. 
“constituent service is very im-
portant to me. we’re also doing a 
lot of telephone town halls where 
i will put a call out to thousands 
of people in the district and they 
are able to stay on the line for up 
to an hour and ask questions of 
their employee in washington.”
 
The overall impact

prioritizing constituent ser-
vice allows him to apply himself 
to solving the problems articu-
lated by the people he represents 
and to advocate for better federal 
laws, rothfus said.

“if i get a phone call from 
somebody who has an issue with 
[the department of] veteran’s 
affairs, for example, i don’t care 
if they voted for me or not. my job 
is to handle that all, that’s part of 
customer service,” rothfus said. 
“people know my principles, my 
values. when i have a piece of 
legislation to consider, i’m look-
ing at the overall impact. i’m 
looking at how much money 
we’re spending on it and if this is 
going to be borrowing from the 
next generation, what is the path 
to make sure that a program is 
sustainable so that we’re not go-
ing to bankrupt the country on 
it, does the program work and 
does it deliver what it’s said it’s 
going to deliver.”

rothfus graduated from the 
state university of new york 
(suny)-buffalo with a b.a. in in-
formation systems, and chose to 
attend notre dame law school 
to obtain his J.d. after work-
ing for ibm in washington, d.c. 
for several years. notre dame’s 
program attracted him because 
of its attention to different ele-
ments of law, he said.

“i was really drawn to notre 
dame’s law program,” rothfus 
said. “i wanted a law program 
that has the full scope of western 
tradition. notre dame was one 
of those places where they talked 
about things, jurisprudence and 
the nature of law … so it was a 
good fit and a great place to go to 
law school.”

The broadly focused legal edu-
cation at notre dame prepared 
him well to serve in congress, 
rothfus said.

“i think that just being at a 
place like notre dame, you get 
the bigger picture. law is a very 
important part of our society, 
and you have to be very careful 
when you put law into place be-
cause it affects a lot of people,” 
rothfus said. “every issue that 
comes up, i think you have a big-
ger picture because of the educa-
tion you get at notre dame.”
 
Delivering social services 
with faith

rothfus said he practiced law 
in pittsburgh, until volunteer 
work for george w. bush’s 2004 
presidential campaign led him 
to a position within the federal 
government.  

“in 2005 i was looking for 
an opportunity to get in and 
do some public policy and the 

president had a faith-based com-
munity initiative that was across 
the government, making sure 
that faith-based organizations 
were not discriminated against 
when it came to partnering for 
the delivery of social services,” 
rothfus said. 

rothfus said he worked at the 
department of housing and 
urban development before 
hurricane Katrina highlighted 
weaknesses in the federal gov-
ernment’s response to disasters 
in september 2005.

“a number of issues arose with 
respect to the Fema’s [Federal 
emergency management 
agency] response, including 
its ability to fully integrate the 
capacities of faith-based com-
munity organizations and re-
lief work, especially those at 
the ground level,” rothfus said. 
“They asked if i would start up an 
office at the department, to work 
with outside groups make sure 
that folks within the department 
understood the proper role of 
these organizations: how they 
can help out in disaster relief, 
for example, and still respect the 
guidelines of the constitution.”

The history of the catholic 
church in the united states and 
the work of the people faith to 
build the nation show the value 
of faith-based distribution of so-
cial services, he said.

“There are many people of 
faith in this country, and you 
look at the history of the catholic 
church in this country — nuns 
starting hospitals, nursing 
homes, schools — this has re-
ally been a part of the culture in 
excess of 150 years. … not just 
the catholic church but other 

organizations. Jewish organiza-
tions, lutheran social services, 
southern baptist, salvation 
army, this is part of the fabric 
of american society,” rothfus 
said. “They can be very effective 
providers of social services, and 
i think the government can look 
to organizations such as that to 
make sure that individuals in 
need are getting the resources 
that can help them.”
 
‘The next generation’s 
money’

rothfus ran for office unsuc-
cessfully in 2010, and then exe-
cuted a successful campaign for 
the 12th district seat in 2012. his 
concern for the level of debt tak-
en on by the country during the 
2000s drives him to advocate for 
more frugal fiscal policy, rothfus 
said. 

“i think when you start taking 
money from the next generation, 
from our kids and our grandkids, 
that is a moral issue, actually,” 
rothfus said. “i think we need 
to be very carefully when we’re 
spending the next generation’s 
money and making choices for 
them because they’re going to 
have to pay all of this back. when 
the president was elected in 2008 
he talked about cutting the defi-
cit in half in four years, but we 
went through some very tough 
time since 2008, including a $700 
billion Tarp [Troubled asset 
relief program] bailout.”

he disapproves of president 
obama’s actions during his two 
tenures in office, rothfus said. 

“i did not think that the 
president would be aggressively 
spending more money than we 
were going to take in, but the 

first thing he did in the first two 
weeks in his administration 
was put together an $800 billion 
stimulus package which was all 
borrowed from the next genera-

tion,” rothfus said. “i have six 
kids. i just think it’s wrong to be 
having that kind of deficit. we’ve 
seen the national debt go up tril-
lions of dollars over the last five 
years … i thought we had to say, 
‘no, this is not the right way to 
run an economy.’”
 
‘At the back of your mind’

a photograph of the golden 
dome with an american flag 
in front of it hangs in rothfus’s 
office.

“you think back to those days 
that you were there,” rothfus 
said. “you think back to your 
trips down to the grotto, i was 
there for law school but i would 
sneak off and go to mass at the 
dorms during the weeks … 
whenever you go back there, 
there are certain things that are 
timeless. 

“notre dame is always there at 
the back of your mind.” 

Contact Nicole Michels at  
nmichels@nd.edu 

Rothfus
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senior eddie linczer had only 
practiced clipping and unfold-
ing the flag once, cali said. 

“i gave it a tug. i knew it was 
up there,” cali said. “we got 

back and we did an about-face 
and we saluted the flag. it’s a 
thrilling experience, but at the 
same time you’re very steady 
and focused.”

cali said keeping a straight 
face is one of the things the 
guard is renowned for. after a 
15-minute inspection behind 

the coleman morse building, 
cali will invite former guards-
men in attendance to inspect 
the current guard as they circle 
the “holy hand-off” statue.

“irish guard don’t break,” 
he said. “[Former guardsmen] 
will do some funny things, like 
shout at us. if someone other 
than the former guardsmen 
steps in [the circle], then the 
former guardsmen will know 
and tell them to please step out. 
… if something is missing from 
the uniform, one of those for-
mer guards will surely know.”

The irish guard uniform is 
complex and consists of many 
hard-to-find items, such as the 
doublet, the kilt, the unique 
notre dame tartan plaid, hats, 
plumes and grouse claw, cali 
said. while their uniforms 
seem scottish, cali said the 
tartan plaid has special stripes 
that make it special to notre 
dame.

“even when we do our vic-
tory clog, the irish tradition-
ally keep their hands by their 
sides, but we keep one hand in 
the air,” he said. “it’s just been 
tradition here at notre dame.”

cali said he has met over 50 
former guardsmen, including 
one who was in the inaugural 
class of guards. 

“initially, there were only two 
guards in 1949, and they could 
play the bagpipes,” he said. 
“but by the class of 1954 they 

stopped playing bagpipes be-
cause they couldn’t find 10 guys 
who were six foot two and could 
play the bagpipes.”

h. lee hope, former band di-
rector, formed the irish guard 
in 1949 to protect the band dur-
ing their Friday student con-
certs in the Field house, cali 
said.

“when they would enter the 
Field house, the front row of the 
band would be getting crushed 
because the students would try 
to get in first so they could get 
the best seats,” he said. “They 
would end up hitting the band 
members. They would fall and 
instruments would break. The 
guard would make sure that the 
band would not be touched.”

Today, guarding the band 
entails instructing people to 
step back and watch out for 
their cameras, he said, which 
are prone to getting knocked 
down by the guard or the 
instruments. 

“we don’t touch or move any-
one, but we do have a respon-
sibility to keep people back,” 
cali said. “back in the day [the 
guard] would lift people off 
their feet. legend says it’s writ-
ten in indiana state law that 
you are not allowed to impede 
the progress of notre dame 
band, so they could move you 
away if you were in the way. 
it’s dangerous, if someone fell 
or tripped, a whole cascade of 

people could fall and instru-
ments could be broken.”

cali said he was chosen as 
captain in a small selection cer-
emony because among the cur-
rent irish guard he has been a 
member of the guard longest. 
he said he auditioned for the 
guard when he was a sopho-
more. Forty students competed 
over four days of irish guard 
boot camp for a spot among the 
10 guards, he said

The guard rehearses with the 
band almost every day from 
6:30 until 8:00 p.m., cali said, 
except for sundays. 

“This season in particular 
was jam-packed,” he said. “we 
didn’t get a day off until the 
week before fall break.”

Football weekends are espe-
cially busy for the guard, cali 
said. on Fridays before home 
games the guard marches out 
at 4 p.m. with the band to the 
practice fields by legends and 
puts on a full performance 
for an audience of about 400 
people.

other senior guard mem-
bers include: eddie linczer, 
Tomas abrate, charley berno, 
Tom catalano and andrew 
pemberton. 

“it’s a huge time commit-
ment,” cali said. “but it’s been a 
phenomenal experience.”

Contact Meghan Thomassen 
at mthomass@nd.edu

Guard
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“Every issue that 
comes up, I think 
you have a bigger 
picture because 
of the education 
you get at Notre 
Dame.”
Keith Rothfus 
U.S. Congressman, PA-12
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Flying over the grand canyon. sky 
harbor’s ridiculous security. speeding down 
the i-10 hoping to beat rush hour. running 
the familiar slopes of sunnyslope park. The 
best sunsets real estate can buy. watching 
the sunrise from the summit of north 
mountain. a year-round excuse for shorts. 

carne asada fries at Filibertos. 
pomegranate [virgin] mojitos at barrio cafe. 
hiking/laughing/crying/carrying your 
dog up camelback mountain. decorating 
your palm trees and cacti for christmas. 
riding the lightrail to asu. house music. 
Folk music. street rap artists. seeing a “gore 
2000” bumper sticker next to an nra one. 
complaining about freezing 60 degrees in 
december and fleeing to Flagstaff at 112 
in June. The worst state politics you can 
imagine. The warmest people you can ever 
encounter. The Juicy couture velour sweat-
suit clad teens at Fashion square. Knowing 
you were once said teen. sitting in energy 
vortexes in sedona. hiking for three hours to 
find the ideal spot to hang your hammock. 
Kale-hemp heart-spirulina post southwest 
institute of healing arts yoga smoothies at 
aside of heart. 

The most beautiful highway i’ve ever 
driven is highway 87. The most stimulating 
sights i’ve encountered are silent, untouched 
and raw. organic. i was blessed enough to be 
raised in a community of language, passion, 
and awe. so much adventure, in fact, that it 
drove me 1,800 miles east to the strange land 
of south bend, indiana. south bend, where 
i learned who Toby Keith is. where i learned 
the language of college football, tailgates and 
seasons. where i learned that “The highest 
point” is a place where on a good day you can 
see the bell tower of le mans hall. where 
there are no fences between yards. 

while south bend doesn’t house world-re-
nowned scenery, it has fostered in me a love 
and appreciation for said gifts. a life of travel 
since an international baptism, no place has 
made me question myself, my values and my 
future as much. no place helped me harness 
that desire to go east, west, anywhere.

however, if anything justifies my choice 
to leave the arizona sun for an indiana per-
macloud for four years, it is the saint mary’s 
college rome program (among other things 
here, of course. maybe.) For while phoenix 
set up the questions, south bend asked them 
and rome overwhelmed me with answers. 
rome was where you embodied gravitas just 
by the sense of donning all black and capi-
talizing on your olive complexion to fooling 
others you are from bari. rome was where i 
learned what eternal truly meant. rome was 
where i lived for three months and felt the 
need to go back for 10 days, six months later. 
and rome was what solidified that i will can 
never settle down. life is movement.

i hope each one of you can and will travel 
beyond your dreams. i hope that yearning 
takes you to places that make you question 
your society, your values and your esteem. i 
hope it takes you beyond anything you can 
imagine, and i hope you always find home. 

Safety needed for our home

drivers making their way up notre dame avenue are 
treated to a view of the golden dome framed by twin lines of 
trees, which is arguably among the most beautiful sights on 
campus.

once the car makes the loop at main circle and the driver 
turns his back on the pristine vista, that same road leads 
directly into an area of south bend that lately has been pep-
pered with crime reports, from assault to armed robbery.

The area immediately south of notre dame’s campus 
has received a lot of attention recently for reports of violent 
crime, many of which have directly affected notre dame 
students. The south bend Tribune reported on oct. 27 that 
police had been called to brothers bar and grill at 1234 n. 
eddy street on 95 occasions in 2013, including an incident 
around 3 a.m. on sunday, oct. 20, when gunshots were fired 
into a large crowd near the bar. 

we often tend to think of our beautiful campus as a bubble 
of sorts, a safe haven full of nice people isolated from the 
“real world.” To some extent, this bubble extends to the 
area across from irish green, near o’rourke’s public house 
and the other properties at the north end of eddy street 
commons. compared to the 95 police calls to brothers, the 
Tribune reported that o’rourke’s had received only 13 calls 
this year. it’s frightening to think that following the roads 
away from campus leads to increased risk of becoming a 
victim to any crime, from vehicle theft to gun violence.

on the other hand, sometimes the crimes come to us, such 
as the oct. 17 robbery ndsp reported taking place outside 
mcglinn hall.

students want to enjoy a college experience both on 

campus and in the city of south bend. 
university leaders want students to think of this place as 

their home under the dome. 
but everyone wants to feel safe, whether they live under 

the dome or not.
a healthy sense of fear is necessary for notre dame and 

saint mary’s students these days. we can’t be careless, reck-
less or too cautious when it comes to taking care of ourselves 
and those around us. it starts with staying informed — check 
out www.crimereports.com and type in any address near 
campus. adjust the search options to display all incidents re-
ported in the last 30 days, and see for yourself where crimes 
are happening and how those incidents could affect you. 

The university wants us to stay safe just as much as we 
want to remain so. students living off campus need better 
communication from the off campus council so they can be 
aware of incidents that could have affected them and so they 
can take precautionary measures. 

students considering the move off campus shouldn’t have 
to make the decision based solely on personal safety reasons, 
but at this point, they should check the crime reports for 
their potential neighborhoods as much as they look into the 
costs and amenities of their units. 

we would feel safer on campus with more emergency call 
stations throughout the grounds and with a more obvious 
police presence on the fringes of campus and in the sur-
rounding neighborhoods. we want to be assured that at any 
hour of the night, safewalk or notre dame security police 
will escort us to wherever we need to be. 

we don’t want to invest in a south bend community that 
can’t or won’t take care of us. after all, it is difficult for us to 
feel at home here if we are scared to leave the shadow of the 
dome.

eDitorial
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Travel and dream

Karla Moreno
photographer

it’s that time of year. The wind is blowing stronger, the days are 
growing shorter and the permacloud is beginning to settle in. 
boots are fast becoming the footwear of choice, ugly sweaters have 
emerged out of closets, and starbucks is once again offering festive 
holiday cups. This only means one thing: it’s christmas time. 

it is an outrage. november has only just begun and 
Thanksgiving turkey has barely been considered. november 1 is 
the opening of some kind of floodgate where people get the idea 
that it is okay to begin holiday celebrations. halloween is already 
last week’s news and the christmas season has arrived in full 
swing nearly overnight. wreaths and trees are proudly displayed 
in store windows, commercials on Tv excitedly announce the 
arrival of the “holiday season” and some bold souls are hum-
ming christmas tunes. several of my acquaintances have already 
boasted of finishing all of their christmas shopping. For those 
now stressing, you have only 47 more days until the big day. 

i have heard that it is never too soon for christmas season. The 
people who say this are the same people who say christmas is a 
state of mind, and that christmas should be celebrated every day. 
These are the same people who argue with their roommate on 
when they will be allowed to put up decorations and would simply 
leave christmas lights up year round if they could. but there is 
such a thing as celebrating too soon and, heaven forbid, getting 
sick of christmas. 

christmas is my favorite holiday. post-Thanksgiving is a great 
time to set up the christmas tree, but listening to Jingle bells any 
earlier than that will have my ears bleeding by the time december 
rolls around. i love the cheerful music, the spirit of giving and the 
warmth that decorations bring, but there is a time for everything. 
Time before Thanksgiving should be spent in preparation for giv-
ing thanks rather than focusing on the next big thing. as the day 

following Thanksgiving, black Friday shouldn’t be spent signify-
ing the beginning of the commercial christmas season as a time 
to trample each other in a race for more material goods. 

some people actually get angry when they see stores and 
people begin the season at a time that they perceive to be much 
too early and often simply for commercial benefit. in fact, 77 
percent of americans would prefer that retailers wait until after 
Thanksgiving to put up christmas decorations, according to a 
soasTa survey. [editor’s note: soasTa is a privately-owned tech-
nology company that provides services for companies to test web-
sites and web applications.] commercial gimmicks like christmas 
in July turn the holiday into a further scheme to make money. 
black Friday is only another manifestation of this emphasis on 
spending that allows retailers to continually push the christmas 
season forward. 

we don’t love christmas for the gifts. i love it for the time i get 
to spend with family, the snowball fights i get to have with my 
cousins and the excitement that seems to ring in the air. i love the 
classic christmas songs, the focus on giving to others, the yearly 
traditions and that hot chocolate will always be an acceptable 
drink choice. i love that elf will be on Tv nearly every day and 
christmas sweaters become the norm. despite of all this, it is just 
too soon. 

Fall and Thanksgiving are among the best times of the year. i 
want to enjoy the red and yellow leaves and the last of my pump-
kin spice lattes and halloween candy before radio stations switch 
to playing christmas music all day long. before whole-heartedly 
embracing the christmas season prematurely, take the time to 
embrace the wonderful fall season upon us.

Alexandra Stembaugh is a junior studying Economics and 
English living in Welsh Family Hall. She can be reached at   
astembau@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of The Observer.

Alexandra Stembaugh
subject to change

Don’t deck the halls just yet
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Does this degree make my ego look big?

college isn’t everything. one can look 
to successful college dropouts, such as bill 
gates, mark Zuckerberg, steve Jobs or ralph 
lauren, as proof of this. such a move is a 
step towards dismantling the fabricated 
mystique of college education insofar as it 
reveals that financial success does not in-
herently hinge on the academic knowledge 
one receives in college. however, this move 
fails to paint the whole picture. while as col-
lege students we may be tempted to espouse 
ideas of intellectual elitism, such ideas are 
not only dangerous, they are unfounded and 
inaccurate. intelligence and education in no 
way grants us any kind of inherent worth, for 
several reasons.

First and foremost, a “good” education is 
a limited opportunity in the united states, 
one that is most commonly afforded to 
people from higher socioeconomic statuses. 
enrollment rates in higher education insti-
tutions reflect this — about three-fourths of 
students enrolled in “competitive” college 
institutions, such as emory, harvard or our 
very own university, come from families 
in the top income quartile for our nation, 
while on the flip side, only three percent of 

students enrolled in such institutions come 
from families in the bottom income quar-
tile. several factors contribute to this phe-
nomenon, including but not limited to: the 
pervasive positive correlation between qual-
ity of a school and the school zone residents’ 
socioeconomic status; the opportunity cost 
of college, which members of a higher so-
cioeconomic status can afford but those of 
lower socioeconomic status cannot, among 
other reasons. basing our measure of worth 
on participation in institutions that are 
largely inaccessible to broad members of the 
populace is problematic because it means 
that for most of us, our “worth” — as derived 
from our education — has been largely, ar-
bitrarily determined by the fact that we were 
born into a family of higher socioeconomic 
status, taking all agency away from us per-
sonally and rendering our “achievement” 
entirely unimpressive.

secondly, the notion that the specialized, 
esoteric knowledge that we have accrued 
over the course of four years (or twelve years, 
or twenty years) somehow fundamentally 
makes our opinion better than that of the 
non-college educated individual is ludi-
crous. i may at times be tempted to think 
that my study of political science — and 
specifically, contentious movements — has 
granted my political opinion the status of 

being “worth” more than someone who 
has not been college-educated, but dorothy 
day stands as a strong counter-example to 
such a narcissistic notion. a college dropout, 
dorothy day has played a key role in shap-
ing the contentious theory that is studied in 
institutions across the nation, simply based 
on her own life experiences.

Finally, academia is simply too unreliable 
for anyone to be able to assign it value based 
on its “truth.” a cursory glance at the history 
of academia will reveal the prevalence not 
only of untruths, but of socially dangerous 
untruths. academia and education have 
at times been used as tools for oppression. 
phrenology, phenomenology and evolution-
ary biology, among other intellectual fields, 
were all used to justify the preservation of 
inequity. Try as uneducated people may 
have to speak out against the oppression, 
they could not compete with “academia.” 

The use of these fields as tools of racism is 
now largely dismissed as pseudoscience, but 
historically many well-respected academ-
ics staunchly defended these “truths.” even 
now, a significant portion of gender studies 
is devoted to dismantling scientific studies 
that have influenced the development of 
modern hardline gender essentialism — 
while several of these anthropological stud-
ies have now been revealed as using faulty 

scientific methods and reasoning, they were 
(and largely, still are) firmly regarded as 
“truth.” if the historical trajectory of “truth” 
in the world of academia is any indicator, 
many things which we consider to be true 
in our age will inevitably be disproved or 
deconstructed in the future, most likely 
in ways which we cannot even begin to 
imagine. 

pursuing education out of personal inter-
est is entirely respectable, and this view-
point is in no way an attack of such a pursuit. 
neither is this meant to indicate that an 
individual’s pursuit of education cannot 
have positive outcomes for society. but intel-
ligence and education should not be used 
as measures of an individual’s comparative 
worth to other non-educated individuals. 
maybe we’re smart. maybe we’ve become 
experts in our respective majors. maybe for 
some of us, thanks to the way our society 
is structured, this guarantees us a better 
chance of getting a high-paying job than 
others. but beyond that, so what?

Mia Lillis is a senior residing in 
Cavanaugh Hall. She can be contacted 
at mlillis@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column 
are those of the author and not   
necessarily those of The Observer.

Mia Lillis
we are nd

on its face it sounds silly, but the 
commonwealth of virginia could have eas-
ily elected a cat as their next governor this 
week. no, this is not an insult to the winning 
democratic candidate and now governor-
elect Terry mcauliffe. it speaks to today’s 
political climate fueled by zany kamikaze 
Tea party antics in congress and the public’s 
disgust with the restrictive, turn-back-the-
clock ideology of republican candidates. 
repeatedly now for three election cycles, 
democrats needed only to nominate a 
cat to best their republican opponents in 
such contests as the indiana, nevada and 
delaware senate races as well as in this 
year’s virginia’s gubernatorial race. it speaks 
loudly about today’s political mood amongst 
the voting public, a mood that once also 
cycled even onto the notre dame campus 
elections, thereby installing a cat as student 
body vice president.

electing a cat to public office in the real 
world is a rarity at best, but it happened 
within notre dame’s catholic disneyland 
bubble in the spring of 1972 when a joke 
candidate with his cat ran for student body 
president during an atmosphere when 
he was the right candidate running at the 
right time against the right opponents. This 
writer vividly recalls how “King Kirsten” 
replete with a burger King crown and toga 
partnered with his kitten (sporting a fake 
notre dame student id) to best several 

candidates — including me — in a year 
when students were disillusioned about how 
self-serving the previous student body presi-
dent was when the administration proposed 
banning beer kegs from campus. after the 
lame duck student body president sold out 
our “keg cause” for a personal letter of rec-
ommendation to the yale law school from 
then university president rev. Theodore m. 
hesburgh, student electors had little reason 
to consider serious candidates.

This year’s political climate is not unlike 
those days in the early 1970s on campus. 
voters — at least a majority nationwide since 
2010 — are weary of regressive, restrictive 
positions and proposals from republican 
candidates. virginia democrat mcauliffe 
has been portrayed as acting slick as a cat 
for his campaign fundraising prowess and 
insider status within his party. others ques-
tioned his credentials since he has never 
held elective office, thus equating his per-
ceived lack of governing to that of a cat. yet, 
in our atmosphere today of choosing a can-
didate merely as a reaction to and repudia-
tion of ineptitude, mcauliffe won because 
he was the right candidate running at the 
right time against the right opponent.

Just how Terry mcauliffe, a previously 
nonelected candidate for governor — even 
if that candidate had been substituted for 
an inexperienced kitten — this week beat 
his gop opponent Ken cuccinelli, a former 
state representative and current state-
wide elected attorney general, is no secret. 
disgusted women and weary minorities 
voted against the fear that cuccinelli was 

another of a long line of kamikaze Tea party 
nutcases.  it was one thing for cuccinelli to 
espouse a pro-life stand, but it was outra-
geously frightening for cuccinelli to have 
written and supported bans on all forms 
of abortion along with mandating reports 
detailing instances of women who experi-
enced miscarriages. many wondered what 
type of mind wanted to track miscarriage 
statistics or hold those unfortunate women 
accountable to legal questioning.

not surprisingly to some, for the first time 
in decades, this year’s turnout of 2.2 million 
voters in virginia increased about two per-
centage points, up to more than 37 percent 
from almost 36 percent in 2009 when 1976 
notre dame graduate and gop nominee 
bob mcdonnell topped state senator creigh 
deeds. about 196,000 more people voted 
this week than did four years ago, with 
much of that increase coming from the 
more progressive and pro-obama northern 
virginia region. This year’s increased turn-
out stopped a 20-year decline for governors’ 
races, at its peak having once nearly topped 
67 percent of eligible voters who cast ballots 
in 1989 when african-american democrat 
douglas wilder beat gop nominee 
marshall coleman in one of the closest races 
in state history. yet, this week’s paltry voter 
turnout remains nearly half of the past three 
presidential election rates when virginia 
averaged 66 percent.

 exit polling revealed that many 
republicans and independents voiced op-
position to cuccinelli’s past extreme stances 
while expressing fears that he would follow 

mcdonnell with such missteps and far-out 
policies such as requiring women who are 
considering an abortion to submit to a big-
government, invasive ultrasound mandates. 
savvy analysts also attribute a stronger voter 
turnout uptick to president obama’s con-
tinued use of his campaign apparatus and 
outreach efforts. george mason university 
government and politics professor, michael 
mcdonald, studies voting behavior and 
noted that early voting ballots cast in 
virginia increased especially in areas that 
had previously voted for obama. 

The cuccinelli defeat fell victim to tim-
ing and message, factors that rule the roost 
in political campaigns whether a candi-
date runs campus-wide or on a statewide 
level. Kirsten’s kitten spread that sentiment 
throughout both of Kirsten’s student body 
presidency terms of junior and senior years 
at notre dame. mcauliffe can navigate off of 
cuccinelli’s misfortune with the same ease. 
notre dame survived two terms of kitten 
representation. virginia will manage a term 
of mcauliffe’s cat-like demeanor.

Gary J. Caruso, Notre Dame ‘73, 
serves in the Department of Homeland 
Security and was a legislative and 
public affairs director at the U.S. House 
of Representatives and in President 
Clinton’s administration. His column 
appears every other Friday. Contact 
him at GaryJCaruso@alumni.nd.edu

The views expressed in this column 
are those of the author and not   
necessarily those of The Observer.

Gary J. Caruso
capitol comments

elect a cat as governor
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By GABRIELA LESKUR
scene writer

most people would agree that ran-
dom acts of kindness are good things. 
but when people are actually present-
ed with spontaneous generosity, do 
they feel the same way?

while setting off on a quest for the 
answer to this question, i ran into my 
rector, elaine. coincidentally, she had 
a unique perspective to offer.

over the years, elaine has been go-
ing to starbucks and offering to buy 
coffee for strangers to get into the holi-
day spirit. she told me how surprising 
her experiences have been, with many 
people refusing to let her buy them 
coffee.

i couldn’t help but wonder: would 
people accept or decline a random act 
of coffee at notre dame? 

Following all the gloomy cumulus 
nimbus clouds hovering over south 
bend the last few days, i decided it was 
time for some acts of kindness to rain 
down on the notre dame community.

with the possibility of a dwin-
dling supply of flex points pushed 
from my mind, i grabbed my id 
from my desk, left my inhibition in 
my room and headed for starbucks. 
   i settled in with my friend morganne 
at a quaint little table, with the aroma 
of pumpkin spice lattes lingering in 
the air. over the course of an hour, i ap-
proached strangers at random as they 
ordered their coffee and asked to buy 
their starbucks for them. Their subse-
quent responses were interesting to say 
the least and brought up a lot of impli-
cations on social interactions.

as i approached these strangers with 
a smile and an offering to pay for their 
joyful java, many of them responded 
with a look of utter confusion.

“why?” many of them asked, not un-
derstanding what reason i could have 
for offering to buy them coffee.

with this question, i saw a hint 
of what my rector had experienced. 
people seemed to be suspicious, skep-
tical and uncomfortable.

“random act of kindness,” i 

explained. The barista chuckled at 
me and shook his head. after multiple 
instances of my random act of coffee-
buying taking place at his register, we 
had established a repartee.

with the help of this friendly barista, 
each of the five people i asked had ac-
cepted my offer. i might be down a few 
Flex points, but i’m no worse for the 
wear.

    after finishing my social experi-
ment, i sat back down at my table and 
discussed the interactions with my 
friend morganne. i asked what she 
would do if i offered to buy her cof-
fee. without hesitation, she said that if 
someone offered to buy her coffee, she 
would turn that free coffee down, drop 
it like it’s hot.

“i don’t like being in debt to people,” 
morganne explained. “i’d feel like i’d 
owe them something.” 

it seems our society is full of ex-
pectant reciprocity, where our acts of 
kindness come with expectations of 
repayment. when we receive gifts, we 
are often expected or feel obligated to 

give gifts in return. since genuine acts 
of kindness are rare, it’s hard for us to 
allow people to give us things with no 
expectations in return. 

all five people said yes to my offer; 
would it be different if i weren’t a con-
fidant, somewhat-put-together college 
student? would my offer have been less 
well received if i were more disheveled 
or shy? certainly, despite my appear-
ances, my offer would have been just as 
good intentioned.

it brings a new dimension to the situ-
ation when you wonder if it matters 
who offers you the coffee. would we be 
more or less likely to accept a gift from a 
stranger or from a friend, for example? 

would we be more or less likely to ac-
cept a gift from a member of the oppo-
site sex? i have to admit, although i had 
no problem approaching girls, i could 
not muster the courage to offer coffee 
to boys. i had to have morganne do it 
for me.

Contact Gabriela Leskur at                      
gleskur@nd.edu

By JIMMY KEMPER
scene writer

in case you haven’t heard, nasim 
pedrad will be performing stand-up 
comedy tonight at 10 p.m. at legends, 
in an event sponsored by the student 
union board. pedrad is in her fifth sea-
son on “saturday night live” and is also 
currently the longest tenured woman 
and first iranian-american on the show.  

nasim first began her comedy career 
while studying theatre at university of 
california, los angeles, where she par-
ticipated in the talent show, “spring 
sing,” and performed in theater shows 
that ranged from classics to contempo-
rary dramas. 

after graduating, pedrad focused 
on gaining experience in improv and 

writing her own comedy pieces by 
participating in comedy shows at The 
groundlings and the upright citizens 
brigade Theatre. it was here that nasim 
first began gaining the traction to rise 
to the spotlight on some of the nation’s 
biggest stages. she frequently performed 
her one-woman show “me, myself, and 
iran” at the ucb Theatre and the los 
angeles division of improvolympics. 
The show was then selected for the 2007 
hbo comedy Festival in las vegas.

Tina Fey, longtime snl star, saw “me, 
myself, and iran” and convinced pedrad 
to audition for “saturday night live.” 
nasim made her snl debut in 2009 dur-
ing the show’s 35th season. 

nasim pedrad is well known on 
“saturday night live” for her wide vari-
ety of celebrity impressions, including 

Kathy griffin, shakira, supreme court 
Justice sonia sotomayor, a flawlessly 
vapid Kim Kardashian and even “parks 
and recreation” star aziz ansari. pedrad 
has also put a unique stamp on the show 
with her quirky characters, including 
the underground rocker “lil’ blaster” 
and the parent-loving bedelia. 

besides working on “saturday night 
live,” nasim did voice work for a number 
of characters in hulu’s animated come-
dy series, “The awesomes,” a show about 
a new team of superheroes who step in 
to replace a legendary but retiring super-
hero group. “The awesomes” was cre-
ated by “saturday night live”’s longtime 
weekend update host seth meyers and 
features a number of other members of 
the snl cast, including bill hader, Kenan 
Thompson and Taran Killam. The series 

marks hulu’s second foray into original 
programming and has recently been re-
newed for a second season. 

in addition to her work on snl and 
“The awesomes,” pedrad has guest 
starred in a variety of other shows, in-
cluding “gilmore girls,” “The winner” 
and “it’s always sunny in philadelphia.” 
nasim also had a run as the character 
nurse suri in the hit drama “er” and 
as val in the animated series “allen 
gregory.” she was a writer for 2011’s ro-
mantic comedy “no strings attached” 
and had a brief appearance in 2012’s 
“The dictator.” pedrad also did voice 
work for “The lorax” and “despicable 
me 2.” 

Contact Jimmy Kemper at                                
jkemper2@nd.edu 
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new music has been so 
very hard to come by. even 
after a two-week hiatus i have 
awaited plenty of big releases 
only to have my anticipation 
come crashing down around 
me. arcade Fire’s “reflektor” 
was sloppy, eminem’s “The 
marshall mathers lp 2” was 
dull with the exception of 
“rap god.” 

no one is really helping me 
out. what am i supposed to 
review? celine dion? 

so i had to dig back through 
the archives in search of a 
hidden gem. something you 
have never heard before and 
something that could sound 
as if it was released yesterday. 
at least i’m being transpar-
ent and now giving you water 
from a dry well. 

my search took all of about 

30 seconds, as an african 
tribal mask popped up at me 
when searching my iTunes li-
brary working its way toward 
10,000 songs. it was sbTrKT 
(pronounced “subtract”) 
and i knew my search was 
complete. 

sbTrKT’s self-titled debut 
album came out in 2011, yet it 
still comes across as being the 
music of the future. it’s club, 
trance, pop and feel-good all 
in one release and you won’t 
be able to help yourself as you 
start to head nod, wiggle in 
your seat and tap your feet. 

sbTrKT is the dJ name of 
aaron Jerome, a london disc 
jockey and producer who has 
found the magic touch that 
keeps him from being too 
poppy like david guetta or 
too abstract like deadmau5. 

From the start, you hear the 
post-dubstep, electro tenden-
cies, yet its often accompa-
nied by the same voice. That 

soothing voice is a british art-
ist by the name of sampha, 
who delivers a haunting per-
formance on the project’s sec-
ond to last and second track, 
“hold on” and “never never.” 
if the name sounds familiar, 
it’s because he was featured 
on two songs off drake’s lat-
est album: “nothing was the 
same.”

how did drake ever co-
sign a low-key, unknown 
british soul singer? well just 
wait until the next song, the 
apparent highlight of the al-
bum: “wildfire” featuring 
little dragon. catchy and 
worthy of big, loud speakers, 
the warped beat of wildfire 
blends smoothly with the sub-
tle screeches of little dragon’s 
lead singer. drake eventually 
heard the song, and dropped 
a remix to it that set sbTrKT 
on its way and sampha into 
the spotlight. 

but sampha’s best 

accompaniment comes on 
“Trials of the past,” where his 
melodic tone blends well with 
the post-modern synthesiz-
ers and mellow backbeat. 
Following the track in the 
heart of the lineup, we find 
“right Thing to do,” which 
will surely feature one of the 
more hypnotizing beats you 
have ever heard. 

but the real hidden gem of 
this hidden gem of an album 
is the eighth song, “pharaohs.” 
The epitome of what sbTrKT 
does right, it will have you 
bouncing less than 15 seconds 
into the song. This will be on 
your workout/dance/party/
go out/Feve playlist, so you’re 
welcome. 

and sorry for the old pick, 
but you’ll forgive me after one 
listen, i’m sure. 

“SBTRKT”
Artist: SBTRKT

Record Label: Young Turks

Genre:  Post-dubstep, indie pop

                  Andrew Gastelum  
                     editor-in-chief

By JOHN DARR
scene writer

“royals” is rolling into its sixth week 
as the number one song on billboard’s 
Top 100. That’s a pretty remarkable feat 
for the young (she turns seventeen to-
day!) songwriter from new Zealand, es-
pecially considering that eminem and 
one direction have released new singles 
in the past six weeks. “royals” dethroned 
miley cyrus’s “wrecking ball” and has 
kept Katy perry’s “roar” sitting at the 
number three spot.

it’s not that uncommon for a song to 
come out of nowhere and hold billboard’s 
number one spot for extended periods of 
time – just look at gotye’s “somebody 
That i used to Know” or macklemore’s 
“Thrift shop.” both “somebody” and 
“Thrift shop” have elements really com-
mon to pop songs – both have huge in-
strumental hooks, and “somebody” is a 
classic boy-girl duet while “Thrift shop” 
sports an armada of ridiculous, highly-
memorable lyrics.

“royals” is different. it’s a smooth, sub-
dued r&b track, the sort of thing that a 

department store would play over the 
speakers and no one would notice. sure, 
it has exquisite production and gorgeous 
melodies/harmonies. but it’s not a stan-
dard pop song in any way. it’s not an an-
them – it’s quiet and stripped down. it’s 
not a ballad – it’s too fast and lacks strong 
emotion. it’s not a party song or a dance 
song or a we’re-going-on-an-adventure 
song. and as lorde is a new face in the 
musical arena, it’s not as if her song is on 
the charts due to her prominence as an 
artist. 

To put everything in context, loud, en-
ergetic dance music and dubstep have 
been dominating radio for quite some 
time now. The truth and impact of this 
statement are most easily seen with sev-
eral huge artists changing their sound to 
adapt (Taylor swift’s “red,” coldplay’s 
“mylo Xyloto”). and while r&b hits have 
cropped up time to time in recent years, 
nothing has reached anywhere close to 
the success of “royals.” last year, Frank 
ocean’s “Thinking bout you” merely 
reached the 32nd spot at its peak, while 
miguel’s “adorn” cracked the 17th spot. 
by the numbers, “royals” is a huge 

anomaly. why is this particular song 
reigning over the billboard 100, and what 
does that mean for pop music as a whole?

almost every musical trend runs into 
a brick wall at some point. it’s not hard 
to remember the days when almost ev-
erything on the radio was rap – and yet 
almost everything on the radio now is 
dance music. perhaps “royals” is a sign 
of changing times. chillwave and r&b 
has been on the rise in the indie music 
scene for quite a while now; The weeknd, 
James blake, the xx, and grimes are all 
artists that have risen from obscurity to 
relative prominence within the last five 
years.  often enough, trends within the 
underground music scene foretell those 
that will soon appear in the mainstream.

and then there’s drake’s “hold on, 
we’re going home” currently sitting 
at number five on the charts – another 
chilled out r&b song. it’s also drake’s 
highest-charting song to date. going 
back to the relatively-low-charting r&b 
megahits from last year, “Thinking bout 
you” and “adorn,” it appears as if r&b is 
ascending the charts slowly but surely. 

it’s also completely possible that 

“royals” is a blip, a track so special and 
appealing that would rise to the top re-
gardless of what was going on in music 
at the time. however, the magnitude of 
its success is reason enough to read into 
the situation a little further. perhaps this 
seventeen-year-old songwriter really is 
aiming to kick dance music right off the 
charts – she did, after all, proclaim “**** 
david guetta” with all due respect in a 
recent interview. she’s young enough 
to start the revolution from the bottom 
up and is gifted with the face of a mis-
chievous and unconventionally beauti-
ful nymph. and as most songwriters do, 
she’ll probably have a whole new gaunt-
let of catchy tricks up her sleeves on her 
next album.

but it’s most likely that “royals” is 
simply a musical tipping point. perhaps 
“royals” is successful because it’s new 
and different in a music scene that’s been 
singing the same tune for a while now. 
perhaps listeners everywhere really are 
craving a different kind of buzz – i know 
i am.

Contact John Darr at jdarr@nd.edu
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for rent
 

   Spring Semester Rental. Prime lo-
cation next to Eddy Street. Email for 
photos and additional info nd-house@
sbcglobal.net

WanteD
Research Participants Paid $200. 

Healthy adults, 18-71 years old, needed 
for psychology study at Haggar Hall on 
campus. Must have 8th grade reading 
ability. Involves 5 consecutive 45-min-
ute weekly sessions, starting either 

November 11 (Mon) or November 12 
(Tues), plus 1 follow-up questionnaire in 
the spring. Total compensation is $200. 
You must not be allergic to latex. Email 
Dr. Anita Kelly at akelly@nd.edu. State 
your available hours on Mondays and 
Tuesdays for the next 5 weeks. You must 
be able to attend all 5 weekly sessions. 
Use ND Study as email subject line.

The 2013-14 nba season 
has finally begun, which 
means it’s time to begin ana-
lyzing the most exciting race 
in sports. no, not the race to 
finish second to lebron for 
the mvp award, or even the 
battle for playoff positioning. 
i’m talking about the most 
unpredictable annual com-
petition of all: the struggle to 
tank for the first overall pick.

The nba is uniquely as-
sociated with tanking, as, 
unlike football or baseball, 
the nature of basketball al-
lows one transcendent talent 
to turn around the fortunes 
of an entire franchise. The 
nba’s lottery system gives 
the teams with the worst 
records the best chance of re-
ceiving the top picks in each 
year’s draft. many teams see 
bottoming out as a way to hit 
the jackpot with a top college 
player as an easier way to a 
championship than being a 
middling playoff team that 
builds slowly through free 
agency and mid-first round 
picks.

This year’s jackpot is un-
doubtedly andrew wiggins, 
a freshman at Kansas who 
most say would have been 
the first pick in the last 
draft if he had been able 
to enter after high school. 
comparisons to lebron and 
rumors of a $140 million-plus 
shoe contract offer already 
follow the young forward, 
and if he lives up to even 
three-quarters of that hype, 
he’ll be the best first overall 
pick since derrick rose. it’s 
no surprise that teams are 
willing to dismember their 
seasons for a chance at him, 
but which team receives 
him will likely be a surprise. 
since 1990, only three teams 
with the worst record have 
received the first pick in the 
draft. 

in reality, all these teams 
are really just tanking for the 
right to be the most disap-
pointed with their lottery 
pick results. regardless, let’s 
look at how a few teams are 
doing in their race to the 
bottom.

boston celtics (current 
record: 1-4)

The once-proud celtics 
are in full-rebuilding mode, 
and their pursuit of wiggins 
is off to a promising start. 
The celtics got their tank-
ing started early by trading 
hall of Famers paul pierce 
and Kevin garnett for over-
paid underperformers Kris 
humphries and gerald 
wallace. They got their 
season started with their 

second-worst five-game start 
in team history. boston’s 
next step should be to trade 
the injured rajon rondo, 
their only remaining all 
star-caliber player, before 
he can return and lead them 
back to respectability. in the 
meantime, as long as they 
keep starting the likes of the 
selfish Jordan crawford and 
anonymous vitor Faverani, 
the celtics should be able to 
happily continue their down-
ward spiral.

utah Jazz (current record: 
0-5)

The only team to fall to the 
celtics thus far? it’s the hap-
less Jazz, who are also the 
only team to have already 
lost five games. utah’s will-
ingness to relinquish their 
top two players, paul millsap 
and al Jefferson, without 
equal compensation this 
offseason signaled their sta-
tus as a real competitor for 
wiggins. so far, the Jazz have 
fallen back upon the tested 
tanking formula of combin-
ing unready young players 
with washed-up veterans, 
creating lineups that give 
fans hope for the future, but 
frustrate them in the present. 
against the celtics, the Jazz 
started Jamaal Tinsley and 
richard Jefferson, players i 
admired during their primes 
in the early 2000s. between 
their winless record and hap-
less lineup, i’d say utah is off 
to the most impressive start 
n the race for the first overall 
pick.

philadelphia 76ers (current 
record: 3-2)

prior to the season, the 
76ers were the odds-on fa-
vorites to land wiggins. They 
had traded their best player, 
Jrue holiday, for an injured 
nerlens noel and future draft 
picks, and rookie coach brett 
brown told the philadelphia 
inquirer that his team only 
had “six nba players” on its 
roster. with such a promising 
offseason, it’s safe to say the 
start of the season has been 
a disappointment. The 76ers 
won their first three games, 
two of which were against 
the bulls and heat, and 
rookie point guard michael 
carter-williams was named 
the eastern conference 
player of the week on 
mondak. luckily for philly, 
it’s a long season, and two 
consecutive losses give hope 
that they may have gotten on 
the right path.

Contact Casey Karnes at 
wkarnes @nd.edu 

The views expressed in 
this Sports Authorit y are 
those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The 
Observer.

Where losing 
trumps winning

Casey Karnes
sports writer

nD volleYbAll

Irish face Eagles
By CONOR KELLY 
sports writer

it will be a matchup of two former- 
big east foes when the irish travel to 
chestnut hill, mass., on saturday to 
face boston college. 

The eagles (8-16, 0-12 acc), who 
bolted from the big east in 2005, 
and notre dame (10-14, 4-9), who 
followed suit last year, are now acc 
conference foes. 

despite the traditional ri-
valry betweeh the two teams, 
irish coach debbie brown said 
the two teams are not that  
familiar with each other.

“we haven’t played them since 
they left the big east,” brown said. 
“it’s a new coach, and i’m not that fa-
miliar with any of the players, aside 
from being aware of them before 
they went to college. before this year, 
we didn’t really pay  that  much  at-
tention  to  them.”

The irish  have won two of  their 
last three matches and look to con-
tinue to improve on their play af-
ter losing their first five conference 
matches. while the team is a new-
comer to the conference, the eagles 
have had their fair share of struggles 
as well in the acc, as they’ve gone 

winless in conference play thus far.
“i know that they’re pretty young 

and that they’ve had some injuries, 
and a couple people we’re not sure 
if they’re back in the lineup, stuff like 
that,” brown said of the eagles. “i 
think their coach is building a good, 
solid program.” 

according to brown, the biggest 
concern for the irish continues to be 
an inability to generate a large num-
ber of kills.

“we spent a lot of time last week 
working on our offense, increasing 
the number of kills that we have and 
increasing our hitting percentage, 
those types of things,” brown said. 
“i think we’ve made a lot of progress. 
it’s the things that we continue to 
work on, and the goal is obviously to 
win every match. That’s where we 
want to be this weekend when we 
play bs.”

while offense has been a focus for 
the irish, brown was not quick to dis-
miss the importance of the defensive 
side of the ball. The irish struggled 
defensively in a 3-0 loss to syracuse 
on wednesday, allowing the orange 
to hit at a .313 clip in the final two sets. 
in both games, The irish held leads 
they would eventually relinquish.

“They had a couple of outside 

hitters who we had a really hard 
time containing,” brown said. “we 
knew going in that they were the two 
we were really going to have to deal 
with. i felt like we had opportunities 
in games two and three where we 
had the lead late in the game, but 
our blocking defense struggled with 
that.

although boston college is win-
less in conference, the eagles are not 
a team to look past, as their 8-3 non-
conference record suggests. brown 
said one of the perks of the move to 
the acc is that even bottom-dwell-
ers are solid teams.

“we’re going in against a team 
that hasn’t had a conference win yet, 
but we know that they’re a very good 
program,” brown said of the eagles. 
“The acc is very different from 
the big east in that sense. it’s better 
teams, better records, better sched-
ules. it’s just much stronger top-to-
bottom, which i love. it’s definitely 
where we want to be, and it’s a good 
thing for us even if it’s a little tougher.”

The irish face boston college on 
saturday at 5 p.m. at power gym in 
chestnut hill, mass.

Contact Conor Kelly at  
ckelly17@nd.edu

men’s TennIs | usTa/iTa indoor naTional championships

andrews advances
By GREG HADLEY
sports writer

senior greg andrews cleared 
a major hurdle between him 
and a national championship 
Thursday, as he beat no. 4 seed 
georgia sophomore austin 
smith, 2-6, 7-6 (7), 6-2 in the first 
round of the usTa/iTa national 
indoor championships in new 
york city.

andrews had not played 
in a tournament since the 
usTa/iTa midwest regional 
championships last month, and 
the rust showed early against 
smith, as he dropped the first set, 
6-2.

“i don’t think he played his 
best tennis in the first half of the 
match,” sachire said. “it’s not un-
common for the first round of a 
tournament. he just needed to 
find his rhythm. i’m really proud 
of him for not panicking or get-
ting discouraged when he was 
down early.”

andrews kept himself in the 
game with strong serves and 
took the second set, 7-6 (7). he 

then took control in the third set 
to win 6-2 and take down smith, 
who earlier this year advanced to 
the quarterfinals of the iTa all-
american championships.

“[andrews] did a fantastic job 
of competing,” sachire said. “he 
was able to stay within striking 
distance, and he battled hard 
and gave himself a chance to a 
find his form. of course, in the 
third set, he was playing his at 
his best, and he did a good job of 
closing it out.”

To continue winning, andrews 
needs to stay focused and keep 
the form he found in the third set, 
sachire said. 

“if you’re a little bit off, you’re 
going to get beat at this level,” 
sachire said. “[For andrews], 
it’s not about if you can do it; 
it’s about, ‘can you do it this 
weekend?’”

with the win, andrews ad-
vances to the round of 16, where 
he will play oklahoma freshman 
andrew harris.

harris, a native of melbourne, 
australia, won the junior 
events at both the wimbledon 

championships and the French 
open in 2012. 

in the first round, harris was 
pushed to the limit by embry-
riddle freshman deni Zmak 
before finally pulling out the vic-
tory, 7-6 (4), 6-7 (5), 7-5. sachire 
said he considers harris to be 
one of the more dangerous play-
ers in the tournament, despite his 
relative inexperience on the col-
legiate level. 

“it’s going to be a battle, that’s 
for sure,” sachire said. “he’s only 
a freshman but he’s one of the top 
junior-level players worldwide. 
i anticipate a very close, com-
petitive match, and as always, 
it’s going to come down to greg 
executing his game. if he can do 
it well, then he has a very good 
chance to advance.”

andrews will represent the 
irish in the round of 16 this morn-
ing at the usTa/iTa national 
indoor championships at the 
usTa billie Jean King national 
Tennis center in new york city.

Contact Greg Hadley at  
ghadley@nd.edu
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By ALEX WILCOX
sports writer

notre dame will look to se-
cure its first win of the season 
when it travels to pittsburgh to 
face pitt and virginia Tech on 
saturday.

The irish remained winless 
in dual meets after a 155.5-144.5 
loss to purdue last weekend. 

“what’s concerning me more, 
what bothers a coach more, 
is losing meets that you could 
have won,” irish coach brian 
barnes said. “That bothers me 
more than the actual record it-
self. 0-3 certainly doesn’t look 
good, but our sport doesn’t work 
that way. at the end of the year, 
it’s how you finish at the [ncaa 
championships]. 

while barnes may not be over-
ly concerned with his team’s 
slow start, he knows it has been 
draining on his team.

“They’re absolutely frustrat-
ed, but what do you do?” barnes 
said. “we have to learn from los-
ing and to really try to stay emo-
tionally stable in the process of 
losing.”

barnes said the team has had 
trouble closing out races, an is-
sue they are addressing.

“we have been working on 
that,” barnes said. “you have to 
get your hand to the wall before 
your opponent and really have 
the understanding that each 
and every race matter.”

after the loss to purdue, ju-
nior emma reaney said part 
of the team’s problem is that 
swimmers are going into meets 
tired. barnes said he is trying 
to prepare his team for the big 
postseason meets.

“if i wanted to swim 

extraordinarily fast this week-
end, we would take a couple 
mornings off and rest up, and 
the workload throughout the 
week wouldn’t be as hard as it’s 
going to be,” he said. “however, 
we’re focusing on the end of 
the season. we’re focusing on 
February and march, so we’re 
investing right now.”

barnes said the most diffi-
cult thing right now is trying 
to strike that balance of being 
competitive now and preparing 
for march.

“we’re rolling up our sleeves 
and working as a team,” barnes 
said. “[we’re] trying to approach 
these meets and get our hands 
on the wall first with the under-
standing that each and every 
person matters and at the same 
time be focused on the end of 
the year..”

This weekend will prove to be 
a good test for the irish, barnes 
said. notre dame and pitt are 
familiar with each other from 
their big east days, but the irish 
know little about the hokies.

“it’s a meet on the road, it’s a 
saturday morning meet, and 
you never know what you’re 
going to walk into on the road, 
especially when you’re a team 
that’s focused further down 
the road,” barnes said. “They’re 
both well-coached teams. of the 
two, virginia Tech is probably a 
bit better, probably provide a 
little more depth, but both [are] 
well-coached teams, and [the 
hokies are] on the road as well.”

The irish travel to pittsburgh 
to face pitt and virginia Tech on 
saturday at Trees pool at 11 a.m.

Contact Alex Wilcox at  
awilcox1@nd.edu 

Women’s sWImmInG

ZACHARY LLORENS | The Observer

Irish swimmers encourage their teammates in the Dennis Stark  
Relays on Oct. 10. The Irish won four evemts in the competition.

Notre Dame looks 
to claim first win
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Tech tonight, notre dame 
could cal l the t it le its ow n.    

“ever y acc game puts 
pressure on the team to 
perform,” irish coach 
bobby clark said. “This is a 
ver y special game, though, 
because it’s the f inal game 
[of the regular season], the 
senior farewell game, and 
the championship is on the 
l ine, so it is important we 
come and play a big game.”

as this was notre dame’s 
debut season in the acc, 
w inning the champion-
ship t it le has even greater 
implications for the irish. 

“we had a great season 
last year, but we didn’t w in 
the big east championship, 
so this was one of our goals 
being in the acc this year,” 
senior for ward harrison 
shipp said. “it is important 
to prove to ourselves and 
ever yone else in the acc 
that we can do this.” 

The irish proved them-
selves Tuesday when they 
beat no.18 michigan state, 
2-0, on the road. 

in addition to the road 
v ictor y over the spartans, 
the irish a lso beat no.13 
wake Forest, 3-1, on the 
road last Friday. coming 
off these two back-to-
back road w ins has shaped 
notre dame’s preparation 
and focus, clark said. 

“i think it was important 
to get our legs back w ith 
three games in basical ly 
one week,” clark said. “we 
should be pretty automatic 
preparing at this point in 
the season, so the most im-
portant thing is to get our 
physical condition ready.” 

The irish need to 

consider another factor 
besides their physica l con-
dit ion in preparing for this 
game — their mindset. 

“i think one thing that 
could be a cha l lenge in 
this game is our mindset,” 
shipp said. “we don’t want 
to overlook pitt because 
even though its record 
may not be as good as the 
other teams we’ve played, 
a l l its games have been 
rea l ly close in the acc. 
especia l ly w ith us being 
at home, we don’t want 
to overlook the possible 
threat that pitt poses.” 

even though pitt just se-
cured its f irst w in of the 
season w ith a 9-0 v ictor y 
over howard on Tuesday, 
the threat that pitt could 
possibly upset the ir ish is 
the last thing shipp and his 
nine fel low seniors want to 
experience the f ina l t ime 
they wa lk onto the a lumni 
stadium f ield during their 
regular-season careers. 

“The fact that we’re play-
ing our last regular-sea-
son home game is k ind of 
weird for me and ever yone 
else,” shipp said. “Time 
goes so fast, and i feel l ike 
i just got on campus yes-
terday, but now suddenly 
we are play ing our last 
home game.

“it helps for us k now ing 
that we w il l have a bunch 
more home games for the 
acc quarterf ina ls and 
nc a a championships, so 
that ma kes Friday a l itt le 
less emotiona l.” 

The ir ish close out their 
regular season in a match-
up w ith pitt tonight at 7 
p.m. at a lumni stadium at 
7 p.m.

Contact Kit Loughran at 
kloughr1@nd.edu

when they show up, and the 
band is here, the environment 
is outstanding. i am hoping 
that saturday night with the 
game at 8 o’clock, we still get 
a good showing. it makes a big 
difference to our team and it 
makes a big difference to the 
environment.”

Jackson said the irish need 
to take advantage of the op-
portunities they get against 
the gophers this weekend.

“They are not only talented 
offensively but because of their 
speed, they also defend well,” 
Jackson said of the gophers. 
“They put pressure on you de-
fensively because they are fast. 
even if they make a mistake, 
they can recover from it.”

despite it’s current ranking, 
minnesota is 4-for-28 on the 
power play, only converting 
on 14.3 percent of its chances. 
however, notre dame has also 
been struggling to convert on 
the power play, going 10-for-65 
for a 15.4 percent conversion 
rate.   

“everybody looks at us and 
says we should be doing bet-
ter with our skill level, but it 
is so much more than skill,” 
Jackson said. “it is about the 
grit of getting pucks back; 
it’s about winning face-offs; 
it’s about the chemistry of 
the group. and i’m sure, [the 
gophers] are like us right 
now; they are searching for 
the right chemistry.” 

minnesota has sophomore 
goaltender adam wilcox as a 
safety net between the pipes. 
This season, wilcox has a 1.64 
goals against average and a 
.938 save percentage.  

“wilcox in goal has made 
them that much better,” 
Jackson said. “as a freshman 
last year, he was really good. 
so as a sophomore with a year 
under his belt, i expect him to 
be even tougher than he was 
last year.”

notre dame will look to 
take down the nation’s top 
team tonight at 8:05 p.m. and 
saturday at 7:05 p.m. at the 
compton Family ice arena. 

Contact Isaac Lorton at  
ilorton@nd.edu

men’s sWImmInG

Irish travel to first ACC meet
Observer Staff Report

after a loss to purdue last week-
end, notre dame takes on acc 
opponents pittsburgh and no. 21 
virginia Tech in a tri-dual meet 
saturday in pittsburgh.

The irish (1-3) will face an un-
defeated squad in the panthers (2-
0), who beat st. bonaventure and 
bucknell earlier this season.

in his team’s 199-99 win over 
bucknell last month, panthers ju-
nior luke nosbisch claimed the 
100-yard and 200-yard breast-
stroke and was on the winning 
200-yard medley relay with soph-
omore david sweeney Jr., who also 
won the 100-yard freestyle event.

The panthers also feature a 
strong tandem on the diving 
boards. senior aaron snyder 
grabbed first place in the one-
meter and three-meter spring-
board against bucknell and in 
the three-meter event against 
st. bonaventure. Junior harris 
bergman won the one-me-
ter springboard against st. 
bonaventure.

The hokies (6-1, 2-0 acc) will 
also bring a strong team that 
has recorded wins over no. 16 
north carolina and no. 22 north 
carolina st. and a close 156.5-
135.3 loss to no. 13 ohio st.

sophomore Joe bonk led his 
team in its most recent victory, a 
139-93 win over cincinnati last 
saturday. bonk picked up wins in 

the 50-yard and 200-yard freestyle 
events.

This weekend’s meet is notre 
dame’s first in-conference meet as 
an acc member. pittsburgh will 
see its first acc action saturday as 
well.

Though they are both 

newcomers to the conference, the 
irish and the panthers are familiar 
foes from their big east days. notre 
dame won last season’s dual meet 
between the two schools, 176-124.

The conference-opening action 
starts saturday at 11 a.m. at Trees 
pool in pittsburgh.

soccer
conTinued From page 16

hockey
conTinued From page 16
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under dean smith, and brey said 
cooper’s teams have a trapping 
style indirectly influenced by 
smith, which could cause diffi-
culty since the irish have rarely 
played against it.

“[The redhawks are] kind of re-
building,” brey said. “They’re go-
ing to scramble you. … Trapping, 
running, jumping. This is a true 
test of us taking care of the ball, 
because they’re going to really try 
and make it chaotic and not let us 
play at our pace. They’re going to 
speed us up and trap us, so our de-
cision making with the basketball 
is really going to be challenged, 
and then they’ve got some speed 
that you’ve got to stay in front of.”

The trick to finding success 

against miami’s defense could 
lie in athletic freshman guard 
demetrius Jackson. Friday’s game 
will mark the collegiate debut 
for the blue-chip product from 
mishawaka.

“The one thing about 
demetrius with his strength is 
he’s great in traps,” brey said. 
“he’s more equipped to take on a 
trap maybe than eric and [senior 
guard] Jerian [grant] over time 
because he’s just so darn strong. 
he got caught in one yesterday [at 
practice] and just kind of stepped 
through it like a man and made 
the play. but it will be a new level 
for him again. it’s not exhibition 
teams. and there’s some physical, 
older guards coming after him, so 
[it will be] a challenge.”

miami lost last season’s leading 
scorer, allen roberts, but returns 
its second-leading scorer and its 

top rebounder, redshirt senior 
forward will Felder, and senior 
guard Quinten rollins, who ben-
efited from the trapping style to 
average 1.87 steals per game last 
year.

as the irish open the season, 
the status of sophomore forward 
cam biedscheid remains un-
clear. biedscheid, who played in 
34 games as a freshman, sat out 
notre dame’s exhibition wins 
over indianapolis and Tusculum. 
brey said he would meet with 
biedscheid to discuss the possibil-
ity of the sophomore redshirting 
this season. The decision should 
be known today.

The irish tip off their season to-
night against miami at 7 p.m. in 
purcell pavilion.

Contact Sam Gans at  
sgans@nd.edu

ZACHARY LLORENS | The Observer

Irish freshman guard Demetrius Jackson sizes up a free throw against Indianapolis on Oct. 28. The Irish 
won the exhibition opener 95-69.

KEVIN SONG | The Observer

Notre Dame senior guard Kayla McBride pushes the ball against 
UConn in the 2013 Final Four. The Irish fell to the Huskies 83-65.

freshmen. “Those two are re-
ally talented players, and we 
need them to play right away.”

The irish will face a new-
look team in the seahawks, 
who finished 5-26 last season. 
unc-wilmington returns 
only three players from last 
year’s team and boasts six 
freshmen on its roster. 

at the end of last sea-
son, three of the unc-
wilmington’s top players, 
redshirt junior guards Jessica 
Freeman and brittany gamby 
and sophomore center Jovana 
mandic, were dismissed from 
the team. last year, Freeman 
led the seahawks with 36.8 
minutes per game and was 
second on the team in scor-
ing with 10.6 points per game. 
Freeman also ranks third on 
the program’s all-time steals 
list with 202, and is fifth in 
school history in 3-pointers 
made with 121. 

one of the few returning 
players is junior guard Kelva 
atkins, who was named a 
First-Team preseason all-
colonial athletic association 
selection last month. atkins 

finished last season as the 
seahawks third-highest scor-
er, averaging 10.4 points per 
game. she also finished sec-
ond on the team in assists 
with an average of 2.6 per 
game.

“it’s very difficult to scout 
a team that has so many new 

players,” mcgraw said. “They 
have a lot of new faces from 
last year; we weren’t able to 
get a lot of film on them, so 
we’re really going into this 
without knowing a lot about 
them. i think it will be good 
for us to have to adjust in the 
game situations and figure out 
our matchups as we go along.”

mcgraw said that despite 
her team’s experience, she 
still expects some first-game 
jitters from the irish.

“you never know,” she said. 
“we have veterans with Kayla 
mcbride and [sophomore 
guard] Jewell loyd, certainly 
we expect to have some poise, 

but you never know with 
freshmen.”

unc-wilmington will be 
notre dame’s only regular-
season test before the irish 
host no. 20 michigan state 
on monday. last season, 
michigan state finished with 
29 wins and only five losses, 

though all five of their losses 
came on the road. 

“michigan state is a great 
team; they’re so talented,” 
mcgraw said. “we’ve just got 
to focus on us. at this point 
in the season, we don’t have 
a lot of stuff in. we’re going a 
little slower than we have in 
the past to accommodate the 
freshmen, so i think for us, 
it’s really about taking care of 
ourselves.”

The irish will face the 
seahawks on saturday at 1 
p.m. at purcell pavilion.

Contact Brian Hartnett at  
bhartnet@nd.edu

“It’s very difficult to scout a team that has 
so many new players. They have a lot of 
new faces from last year.”
Muffet McGraw 
Irish coach

m basketball
conTinued From page 16

W basketball
conTinued From page 16
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By MATT GARCIA
sports writer

after tying in the regular season, 
no. 3 carroll and no. 6 Fisher will 
both seek to play one more game 
when they meet in this playoff bat-
tle of unbeaten teams.

carroll (3-0-1) is going back to 
the basics this week, according to 
senior captain and offensive line-
man mike russell.

“we are just going through 
fundamental stuff for the most 
part,” russell said.  “we are pretty 
much ready, just keeping mentally 
sharp.”

The vermin failed to make it to 
the postseason last year, which 
makes this year even more impor-
tant, russell said.

“we missed the playoffs last year, 
so everyone is excited to get back 
and make a run at the stadium,” 
russell said.

since the vermin have already 
faced the green wave (2-0-2) this 
season, russell said his team has a 
better idea of what they need to do 
to win.

“winning the turnover battle is 
key,” russell said. “we had a few 
turnovers that really hurt us the 
last time we played Fisher.”

on the other side of the ball, 
Fisher junior captain and line-
backer matthew nagy said the 
green wave have the last matchup 
against carroll in their minds.  

“we played them earlier in the 
season, and they like to pass a lot, 

so we are making sure our pass de-
fense is good,” nagy said.

with experience on its side, the 
green wave will be ready this 
week, nagy said.

“we have a lot of seniors on our 
team, so we would like to have 
them leave on a good note, but we 
are just taking it one game at a time 
for now,” nagy said.

Fisher and carroll meet sunday 
at 2:15 p.m. at riehle Fields.

Contact Matt Garcia at  
mgarci15@nd.edu

siegfried vs. Keough

By BRIAN PLAMONDON
sports writer

no. 4 siegfried and no. 5 Keough 
will look to rely on their stingy de-
fenses as they prepare to clash in a 
quarterfinal matchup sunday. 

siegfried (3-1) enters the game 
having allowed only three points to 
opponents, while Keough (3-1) has 
surrendered just a single touch-
down all season. 

siegfried senior captain and line-
man John moore emphasized the 
importance of keeping the other 
team’s offense off the field, allow-
ing the ramblers offense to dictate 
game speed and tire out defenses. 

“we’re continuously working on 
all aspects of our game, preparing 
for whatever Keough might throw 
at us,” moore said. 

moore said he believes the game 
may come down to which team 

turns the ball over more. siegfried 
freshman safety derek gauthier 
will look to add to his three season 
interceptions, moore said.

“derek has a great nose for the 
ball,” moore said.

The game plan will be very 
similar for Keough, who has relied 
on its defense all season. shying 
away from individual accolades, 
donegan keyed on the whole de-
fense as the unit to watch.

“our defense is best when every 
guy plays together,” donegan said. 
“when they do that, it takes pres-
sure off of the offense.”

Keough and siegfried will square 
off this sunday at 1 p.m. at riehle 
Fields.

Contact Brian Plamondon at 
bplamond@nd.edu 

Keenan  vs. Dillon

By CHRISTINA KOCHANSKI
sports writer

no. 8 dillon will take on unde-
feated no. 1 Keenan in the quarter-
finals of the playoffs sunday. 

The two teams matched up dur-
ing the regular season, with the 
Knights (4-0) earning a 6-0 victory 
over the big red (2-2).

“we played Keenan in the regu-
lar season, and it was a very good 
game, very hard-fought,” dillon 
senior captain and lineman nate 
steele said. “we lost and we’re defi-
nitely going to learn from that, and 
hopefully get a better result.”

steele said the big red have dou-
bled the number of practices to fine 
tune the team’s offense.

“on offense, we need to be a little 
more consistent, so we can string 
together first downs and get a solid 
drive,” steele said.

dillon’s offense will face the 
Keenan defense, which Keenan 
senior captain and wide receiv-
er Jeremy riche listed as one of 
the Knights’ greatest strengths. 
Keenan has yet to allow a single 
point all season.

“our team’s strength is defense 
and has been all year,” riche said. 
“getting sacks, getting turnovers, 
playing together as a unit and trust-
ing each other translates into good 
field position and a good game.”

riche said he believes that 
the matchup will be even and 
hard-fought.

“i think it’ll come down to the 
fourth quarter and whoever pulls 
it out there will come out on top,” 
riche said.

only one team will advance to 
the semifinals when Keenan and 
dillon face off sunday at 1 p.m.

Contact Christina Kochanski 
at ckochans@nd.edu

Alumni vs. Knott

By RENEE GRIFFIN
sports writer 

no. 2 alumni and no. 7 Knott will 
kick off their postseasons sunday 
in a rematch of the dawgs 3-0 

victory over the Juggerknotts.
dawgs senior receiver and cap-

tain Jeff Kraemer said alumni (4-0) 
achieved a spotless record behind  
relentless defense and contribu-
tions from players like freshman 
running back alex alcantara.

“defense as a whole is what’s 
gotten us here, so if we can keep 
that up we should be good,” 
Kraemer said. “The defense stayed 
strong the whole season, and 
our rushing game showed up ev-
ery week, so it’s nice to have that 
consistency.”

meanwhile, Knott (2-2) was able 
to turn its season around after 
losing its first two games. senior 
captain and defensive end James 
hodgens said the Juggerknotts are 
excited to play alumni again.

“we lost to alumni in the first 
game of the season, so we know it’ll 
be a tough game,” hodgens said. 
“but this is the team we wanted to 
play.”

Knott’s offense, led by junior 
quarterback david Taiclet, will 
have to face the formidable alumni 
defense, which has allowed only 
seven points all season. The dawgs’ 
running game will go up against a 
similarly strong Knott defense, led 
by hodgens and junior linebacker 
mike rotar, that has allowed only 
10 points this season.

The two teams face off sunday at 
2:15 p.m. at riehle Fields.

Contact Renee Griffin at  
rgriffi6@nd.edu

By ALEX CARSON
sports writer

no. 3 pangborn and no. 6 
cavanaugh will compete for a spot 
in the semifinals when they meet in 
sunday’s quarterfinal matchup.

The phoxes (5-0-1) rode a two-
quarterback system throughout 
the regular season. Juniors caitlin 
gargan and elizabeth Quinn split 
time this year calling the signals.

“we’ve had a lot of success using 
[gargan and Quinn] and spread-
ing the ball around,” senior captain 
and offensive lineman mary Kate 
veselik said. “we have a lot of great 
receivers and offensive weapons.”

while the pangborn offense 
might be flashier, its defense is just 
as strong, having only surrendering 
20 points all season.

“defensively, we’ve had success 
using some different schemes,” 
veselik said. “[sophomore] defen-
sive lineman molly cullinan has 
been a big part of that success.”

The chaos (3-3) will enter the 
game looking to pull off a bit of an 
upset over undefeated pangborn. 

“we’re just focusing on looking at 
all different kinds of special plays or 
formations we might see and ways 
to combat those strategies,” ayers 
said. “we’re looking at things out-
side of our comfort zone.”

cavanaugh’s charge to the play-
offs has been a team effort, ayers 

said.
“we’ve had lots of freshmen step 

up after some injuries, and every-
one has been playing her part,” 
ayers said. “Junior quarterback 
samantha Flores will continue to be 
a key part of our offense.”

pangborn and cavanaugh will 
meet sunday at 5 p.m. at labar 
Fields.

Contact Alex Carson at  
acarson1@nd.edu

lyons vs. Ryan 

By ZACH KLONSINSKI
sports writer

The excitement of playoff football 
arrives this sunday, as no. 7 lyons 
and no. 2 ryan meet to move one 
step closer to notre dame stadium.

The lions (3-3) had to wait almost 
a full month since playing their last 
game to see if they would even make 
the playoffs.

“everyone’s been asking every day, 
‘did we make playoffs?’” senior re-
ceiver, safety and captain christina 
bramanti said. “i was really happy to 
send out that email saying, ‘yes.’”

The lions are a young team led 
by the play of freshman quarter-
back Kristen lombardo and fresh-
man cornerback and receiver Taylor 
sears. 

“we’ve got some strength in the 
freshmen,” bramanti said. “They get 

out there and take care of business 
both offensively and defensively.” 

The wildcats (5-0-1) are led by 
freshman twins Kathleen and clare 
conaty at quarterback and running 
back, respectively, and a defense that 
did not allow a point until the fourth 
game of the season. 

senior captain and receiver 
maddie swan said she believes the 
team is ready for playoff competition.

“i think that the atmosphere will 
be a little bit more intense, but i think 
that we’ll be able to handle it,” swan 
said. “our closest game of the sea-
son was with pangborn, and that 
was definitely a high-strung, intense 
game, so hopefully that gave us a 
little taste of more important games.”

both teams look to stay alive in the 
title chase when they meet at labar 
Fields on sunday at 5 p.m.

Contact Zach Klonsinski at  
zklonsin@nd.edu

Pasquerilla east vs.  
howard 

By ANDREW EISENREICH
sports writer

with its first winning season in 
over three years, no. 4 pasquerilla 
east heads into the quarterfinals of 
the playoffs eager to gain a win ver-
sus no. 5 howard. 

lead by junior dual-threat 

quarterback macy mulhall, the 
pyros (5-1) will face off against the 
defensively sound ducks (4-2). with 
mulhall at the helm, pasquerilla 
east features a diverse offense, com-
plete with a solid run game, an elec-
trifying passing attack and boise 
state-like trick plays. 

senior co-captain caroline Kuse 
said she is simply happy to be in the 
playoffs for the first time. 

“The season has been phenom-
enal,” Kuse said. “i never would 
have expected we would be so 
successful.”  

plagued by injuries during the 
regular season, howard is looking 
to regain full strength and play a 
solid game sunday.  

on defense, the ducks have been 
dominant, senior captain claire 
robinson said, thanks to the contri-
butions from several players.

“everyone pitches in,” robinson 
said. “i think that is what’s made 
howard so strong so far.”  

competing in separate divisions, 
neither team has much insight on 
the other, but both captains said 
they expect formidable challenges. 
despite the two teams’ differences, 
each has agreed to sing the alma 
mater if it loses.  

The ducks and pyros will duel 
sunday at 6 p.m. at labar Fields.  

Contact Andrew Eisenreich at 
aeisenre@nd.edu

Chaos look to best Phoxes and diverse offense

men’s InTeRhAll

Carroll and Fisher meet in clash of undefeateds

Women’s InTeRhAll

Pasquerilla West  vs. Welsh 
Family 

By MEGAN WINKEL
sports writer

as the season comes to an end, 
the championship is in near sight 
for no. 1 pasquerilla west and no. 8 
welsh Family.

welsh Family senior captain 
and linebacker carissa henke said 
she believes the whirlwinds (2-4) 
can hold its own if it plays to its full 
potential. 

“[pasquerilla west] is going to be 
a tough battle because it hasn’t lost 
a game yet, but we have potential to 
surprise some people,” henke said. 
“we plan to come out and show 
what we’re made of, and hopefully 
play our best game yet and get a 
win.”

The purple weasels (6-0) enter 
the playoffs as the top seed.

“it feels good coming out of the 
season undefeated, but every game 
is a new game, and we can’t just fo-
cus on our past wins,” senior cap-
tain and linebacker breezi Toole 
said. “we have to take it one game at 
a time and hopefully make it all the 
way to the championship.” 

pasquerilla west and welsh 
Family will meet 4 p.m. sunday at 
labar Fields.  

Contact Megan Winkel at  
mwinkel@nd.edu
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(Answers tomorrow)
CONGA LARVA CRUNCH BESIDEYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: She was struggling in geometry class
because there was a — LEARNING CURVE

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

FDTAR

HUORG

SMADEK

TECPIO

©2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.
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Ans:
SOLUTION TO THURSDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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Level: 1 2 3 4

CRossWoRD | will shorTZ hoRosCoPe | eugenia lasT

Jumble | david hoyT and JeFF KnureKsuDoKu | The mepham group

worK area

DAilY

ConTRolleD ChAos | hillary mangiaForTe

hIGhlY PunlIKelY | chrisTopher brucKer 

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Jason and Jeremy london, 41; Todd mcKee, 50; 
Joni mitchell, 70.

Happy Birthday: you have more options than you realize. Take a deeper look into 
what’s being offered and you will find a way to expand your interests. your connec-
tion to the past will include people and places you used to frequent. Taking a differ-
ent approach to something you’ve wanted to do for a long time will help you reach 
your goal. your numbers are 3, 8, 15, 21, 34, 36, 44.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): concentrate on the lesson. go through the motions but 
don’t give in to manipulation. discipline will be required and a need to gauge your 
time carefully a must. do your best to get things done. There is no room for error.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Knowledge is key to making the right choice. ask 
questions and discuss your concerns. a partnership will help you see things from 
different angles. The moves you make now will determine how successful you will 
be in the future.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): you thrive under pressure. The chance to multitask and 
diversify allows you to show off and challenge others. your ability to leap from one 
thing to another and to find solutions will keep you busy and out of trouble. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): you’ll do well if you join in the fun and participate in 
unusual activities that broaden your outlook and bring you in touch with all sorts of 
interesting people. express your desires and you’ll make a connection that will keep 
you occupied.   

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):  you may not want to take care of domestic chores, but com-
plaints will be made if you fall behind. pick up the slack if someone else is to blame 
and you will end up in control and out of trouble.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): choose what works best for you and follow your basic 
instincts. making contact with people who share common interests will bring you 
new opportunities. network and combine business with pleasure. romance will 
result in a better love life. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22):  extravagance, overindulgence and taking on more than 
you can handle will lead to relationship problems. work hard, produce the most and 
the best you can and refrain from letting emotional matters slow you down. protect 
your health and wellness. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): people from your past will surface or you may make 
contact with someone you miss. reconnecting will bring new opportunities, as well 
as memories, that will influence what you do in the future. love is highlighted and a 
trip is apparent. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Take a serious and conservative approach to what-
ever you do. being hotheaded or pushy will work against you. it’s time to make some 
positive alterations at home that will make your life easier and less stressful. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): you have more control than you think. don’t let the 
changes that someone else instills fluster you or cause you to react impulsively. 
review what’s happening and take a well thought out, calculated position that will 
ensure your protection.  

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): you need to make decisions and choices that benefit 
you instead of doing what helps everyone else. study your situation and learn all 
you can to ensure that you have the information you need to excel. put your needs 
first. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Keep busy and active, and heading in a planned direc-
tion. you stand to make gains and win favors and recognition. a celebration will 
attract personal and professional interest. don’t be shy when it comes to accepting 
what you deserve. 

Birthday Baby: you are proud, helpful and competitive. you are determined and 
thoughtful.



Compton’s challenger
hoCKeY

In a top-five matchup, Notre Dame hosts Minnesota for the first time in over 30 years

By ISAAC LORTON
sports writer

The no. 4 irish will play host 
to unbeaten no. 1 minnesota to-
night and saturday night in a pre-
mier matchup between two of the 
country’s top teams.

The gophers (5-0-1) have not 
played at notre dame (6-2-0, 1-1-0 
hockey east) since Feb. 29, 1980. 

in their most recent meet-
ing Jan. 8, notre dame lost 4-1 to 
then-no. 1 minnesota. This time 
around, irish coach Jeff Jackson 
said the team would look to over-
come the dynamic gophers.  

“They are a great program for 
us to play,” Jackson said of the 
gophers. “i would expect both 
games to be at a high tempo. Two 
skating teams. it’s just a matter if 
our depth can handle theirs.” 

minnesota coach don lucia, a 
1981 notre dame graduate, was on 
the irish roster when minnesota 
last played in south bend. irish 

sophomore center mario lucia 
chose to play for his dad’s alma 
mater, rather than the team his 
dad coaches now. This will be the 
second meeting between father 
and son. last season, mario lucia, 
a plymouth, minn., native, played 
in front of his home crowd after a 
12-hour flight and a week of play-
ing for the united states under-20 
national Team in russia.    

“There is going to be pressure 
for [mario lucia] in this game no 
matter what,” Jackson said. “but i 
don’t think it is going to be as bad 
as last year.”     

notre dame enters tonight’s 
game riding a 10-game home win-
ning streak. Jackson credited the 
new atmosphere and enthusiasm 
at the compton Family ice arena 
for the team’s home success.

“we have this beautiful new 
building now,” Jackson said. 
“when our students are all here, MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Irish sophomore center Steven Fogarty attacks the Guelph defense in an exhibition game on Oct. 6. In the 
5-2 Notre Dame win, Fogarty tallied an assist on the third Irish goal.

men’s soCCeR

KEVIN SONG | The Observer

Irish freshman defender Mark Mishu looks to transition against UNC 
on Sept. 8. The Irish tied the Tarheels 1-1 in the ACC matchup.

By KIT LOUGHRAN
sports writer

The irish aren’t playing 
for just any conference w in 
today — they’re playing for 
the acc tit le. 

no. 1 notre dame w il l 
conclude its regular season 
play for the 2013 season and 
play for at least a share of 
the acc regular-season t it le 
when it faces pitt tonight at 
a lumni stadium. 

The matchup between the 
irish (10-1-5, 6-1-3 acc) and 

the panthers (1-10-4, 0-8-
2) marks the 18th meeting 
between the programs. The 
irish lead the series 11-3-3, 
which includes a 7-1 v ictor y 
over pitt last season. 

The irish are currently 
t ied for f irst place in the acc 
w ith no. 5 mar yland, who 
t ied the irish, 1-1, on oct. 
8, and are looking to lock 
up the acc-regular season 
t it le w ith a w in over pitt. if 
mar yland fa l ls to virginia 

men’s bAsKeTbAll

nD Women’s bAsKeTbAll

By SAM GANS
sports writer

after a nearly eight-month 
hiatus following its ncaa 
Tournament loss to iowa state, 
no. 21 notre dame returns to 
the hardwood tonight when 
it welcomes miami (ohio) to 
purcell pavilion for its season 
opener.

The irish will do so led by se-
nior guard eric atkins and ju-
nior forward pat connaughton, 
who were announced as cap-
tains wednesday. as a result, 
atkins became the first three-
time captain in program history.

miami is coming off a rough 
season in which it went 9-22 
overall and 3-13 in the mac. but 
irish coach mike brey said in his 
press conference wednesday he 
has been careful not to overlook 
the redhawks. 

notre dame has won 14 
straight season openers. its last 
defeat was a 76-65 home loss to 
the redhawks on nov. 13, 1998, 
two years before brey arrived in 
south bend. The redhawks also 
won in south bend in brey’s first 
season before the irish took a 
one-point victory in oxford the 
following year.

“i just look at the history of the 

thing,” brey said. “my first year 
here, [the redhawks] come in 
here and beat us. … They were 
good. and then one of our great 
wins my second year was win-
ning at miami of ohio. … That 
was a great win for us. but we’re 
4-4 [in our history], and they’ve 
won three of the last four and 
they’ve won in this building, so 
i’m anxious.”

miami is led by second-year 
coach John cooper, who played 
for eddie Fogler at wichita state 
in the 1980s. Fogler spent his 
college days at north carolina 

By BRIAN HARTNETT
sports writer

no. 6 notre dame will look 
to embark on its path to a 
fourth consecutive Final Four 
when the irish tip off their 
regular season against unc-
wilmington on saturday at 
purcell pavilion.

The game will mark notre 
dame’s second appearance 
in front of its home crowd this 
season. last year, the irish fin-
ished the season with only one 
loss at purcell pavilion. so far 
this fall, the irish have played 
only one exhibition game, a 
118-49 victory over division ii 

california (pa.) on oct. 30. 
notre dame’s three se-

niors, guard Kayla mcbride 
and forwards ariel braker and 
natalie achonwa, all did not 
play against the vulcans. irish 
coach muffet mcgraw said 
mcbride and braker would 
both play saturday. achonwa 
will be out a few more weeks af-
ter she had surgery last month 
to repair a torn meniscus in 
her right knee. last season, 
achonwa set a school record 
with 19 double-doubles on the 
season, including eight against 
ranked opponents. achonwa 
averaged 13.8 points per game 
and 9.4 rebounds per game.

Freshman forward Taya 
reimer and freshman guard 
lindsay allen will both see 
plenty of playing time saturday, 
as mcgraw named them start-
ers for the season opener. 
reimer scored 27 points against 
california, while allen had 13 
points and nine assists against 
the vulcans. as seniors in high 
school, both reimer and allen 
were 2013 usa Today all-usa 
First-Team selections and 2013 
maxpreps second-Team all-
america picks.

“They’ll both get a lot of 
time,” mcgraw said of the 

notre dame hosts miami

irish begin regular season

Irish seek ACC 
regular season title
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