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construction worker killed
By MEGHAN THOMASSEN
managing Editor

The St. Joseph co. coroner 
said 22-year-old mark 
Ellsworth of mishawaka was 
killed Thursday at about 
10:40 a.m., according to the 
South Bend Tribune.

The worker died after be-
ing struck by a tree near the 
intersection of Bulla Road 
and Twyckenham Drive, 
university Spokesman 
Dennis Brown said.

Seniors start tailgate tradition
MJ JOHNSTON
News writer

For seniors at Notre Dame 
and Saint mary’s there is a 
strong desire to create a lega-
cy before the end of their last 
football game, and seniors in 
O’Neill hall have found a way 
to leave their mark. 

Led by senior calvin 
hemington, a group of 23 se-
niors purchased a renovated 
school bus in michigan to wel-
come tailgaters at all the home 

games and at the away games 
against purdue and university 
of michigan this season.

“we just wanted to do some-
thing legendary for our senior 
year,” senior Danny winnike 
said. “Something crazy.” 

Born from a sophomore year 
joke, senior Ben O’Neill said the 
owners took the bus to a me-
chanic, purchased insurance 
and registered themselves as a 
corporation that “specializes in 
catering light beer.” 

Senior patrick callahan said 

the O’Neill bus throws tailgates 
to bring together both Saint 
mary’s and Notre Dame stu-
dents on football Saturdays.  

“It’s something that we all 
wished we would’ve thought of 
and something that we all ben-
efit from,” said callahan said. 
“One of my favorite tailgates 
was at the michigan game. 
Basically the entire senior class 
was together at the bus.” 

Senior mike Lucente said the 
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Stan Ellsworth, host of  BYUtv’s “American Ride,” visited Notre Dame’s 
campus last October to film an episode for the award-winning TV show. see TV PAGE 3

‘Bless each one 
individually’ 

see chApLAIN PAGE 5

By NICOLE McALEE
News writer

On monday night, Notre 
Dame was featured on the 
Emmy Award-winning TV show 
“American Ride,” a journey 
through some of America’s most 
historically significant places 
hosted by former history teacher 
and harley Davidson enthusiast 
Stan Ellsworth. 

“American Ride” is a produc-
tion of Byutv, a television net-
work featuring programming 
from and funded by Brigham 
young university (Byu) and 
its sponsoring institution, the 
church of Jesus christ of Latter-
Day Saints. 

Terri pappas, supervising pro-
ducer of “American Ride,” said 

the Notre Dame episode was the 
brainchild of Byutv managing 
director Derek marquis. 

 “[The team] was struck by 
Notre Dame’s beauty, rich his-
toric heritage and its position as 
a symbol of American culture, 
where faith, fellowship and foot-
ball converge,” pappas said. 

“Derek marquis and 
the ‘American Ride’ team felt that 
the university’s powerful story 
would fit well with the overall 
concept of the series and envi-
sioned an episode in which host 
Stan Ellsworth would chronicle 
Notre Dame’s story from its ini-
tial founding to today.”

pappas said she initially 
reached out to the university last 
year with the idea of filming the 
episode. She also worked with 

Vineyard productions, the pro-
ducers of “American Ride,” to de-
termine the episode’s content. 

“Byutv shot the episode last 
October during the Byu-Notre 
Dame football game with the in-
tention to air it around the Byu-
Notre Dame game the following 
year,” pappas said. 

pappas said the “American 
Ride” team was welcomed to film 
the episode on campus last fall. 

“The crew worked with Dennis 
Brown, Notre Dame’s [spokes-
man and] assistant vice presi-
dent, who was very gracious in 
helping with the logistics, and 
was also featured on cam-
era as a spokesman for the 
university,” pappas said.  

By TORI ROECK 
Associate News Editor

Fr. mark Thesing, the Notre 
Dame football chaplain, began 
his relationship with the team 
as an undergraduate seminar-
ian in 1979. 

A 1981 Notre Dame alumnus, 
Thesing said he used to run 
the movie projector that would 
screen a film for the players in 
the moreau Seminary audito-
rium when they used to sleep in 
the building Friday nights be-
fore home football games. 

“Actually the football players, 
I think, got a little freaked out 
by the seminary,” Thesing said. 
“It was too quiet over there, and 
it was an unfamiliar place and 
there were expectations over 
there. The rooms are extreme-
ly small, and there was noth-
ing for them to do. They were 
shown a movie in the audito-
rium and then went up to their 
room to go to bed.”

The players’ Friday night 
accommodations have since 
changed, and so has Thesing’s 
role with the team, he said. 
Thesing said he became a chap-
lain for away football games in 
2008 and assumed the role for 

all games this season when Fr. 
paul Doyle stepped aside as 
home game chaplain. 

Thesing said his respon-
sibilities begin mondays of 
game weeks when he attends 
the team’s weekly “mental 
monday” meeting.

“I sit in the back and I take 
notes, and part of it is to kind 

of understand where coach 
[Brian] Kelly sees the team 
and where he wants the team 
to be going, the way he speaks 
to them and what he focuses 
on, what he comments about, 
what he provides to the team 
in terms of images to focus on, 
of thoughts to consider — that 
sets the mood for the team,” he 
said.

Thesing said he delivers mass 
for the team every Friday before 

KEVIN SONG | The Observer

A worker died at a construction site yesterday morning near the 
intersection of Twyckenham Drive and Bulla Road. 
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Corrections
The Observer regards itself as 
a professional publication and 
strives for the highest standards 
of journalism at all times. we do, 
however, recognize that we will make 
mistakes. If we have made a mistake, 
please contact us at (574) 631-4541 so 
we can correct our error.
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Friday

Blood Drive Benefiting 
Relay for Life
Grace Hall
10 a.m.-3 p.m.
All donors recieve a 
free T-shirt.

Stress Buster Friday 
St. Liam Hall
1:30 p.m.-2:30 p.m. 
Laughter yoga in the 
third-floor conference 
room.

Saturday

“Mitt Romney’s 
Mormonism”
Snite  Museum of Art
12 p.m.-1 p.m.
Talk on religion and 
politics.

Notre Dame Football
Notre Dame Stadium
3:30 p.m.-7 p.m.
The Irish take on the 
Cougars for Senior 
Day.

Sunday

Men’s Basketball
Joyce Center
2 p.m.-4 p.m.
The Irish take the 
court against the Army 
Academy.

Men’s Soccer
Alumni Stadium
7 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Support the Irish in their 
second-round game in 
the NCAA tournament.

Monday

ACMS Colloquium
127 Hayes-Healy
4 p.m.-5 p.m.
Dr. Kuznetsov on 
regulatory genetic 
oscillations.

John Ochsendorf 
Lecture
104 Bond Hall
4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m.
Dr. Ochsendorf gives 
talk on vaulting.

Tuesday

Women’s Basketball
Joyce Center
7 p.m.-9 p.m.
The Irish take on the 
DePaul Blue Demons.

Germany Awake!
DeBartolo Performing 
Arts Center
8:00 p.m. 
Leiser’s documentary 
on Nazi Germany.

Want your event included here?
Email obsnews.nd@gmail.comThe nexT Five days:

ISABELLA BIANCO | The Observer

A chalkboard in DeBartolo 118  bears the citation for a passage from the Old Testament’s second book of Kings. A new Bible 
passage is cited in this classroom every Tuesday and Thursday.

Catherine Hermeling
sophomore
walsh hall

“Alarm clocks.”

Shourik Dutta
freshman
Keough hall

“Indian jokes that my professor 
makes.”

Morgan Twardowski
junior
Lyons hall

“The sidewalks full of puddles 
and cracks.”

Patricia Bartlett
sophomore
mcglinn hall

“when my Keurig doesn’t work.”

Jimmy McEntee
junior
morissey hall

“Lake Effect.”

Daniel Le
sophomore
Keough hall

“This weather.”

What are you least thankful for?

Have a question you want answered? 
Email obsphoto@gmail.comQuesTion oF The day:

TODAY2 ThE OBSERVER | FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2013 | NDSmcOBSERVER.cOm

ndsmcobserver.com

p.O. Box 779, Notre Dame, IN 46556
024 South Dining hall, Notre Dame, IN 46556

Editor-in-Chief
Andrew gastelum

Managing Editor                  Business Manager
          meghan Thomassen                        peter woo

 Asst. Managing Editor: matthew DeFranks
 Asst. Managing Editor: marisa Iati  
 Asst. Managing Editor: Nicole michels

 News Editor: Ann marie Jakubowski
 Viewpoint Editor: Dan Brombach
 Sports Editor: mike monaco
 Scene Editor: Kevin Noonan
 Saint Mary’s Editor: Kaitlyn Rabach
 Photo Editor: grant Tobin
 Graphics Editor: Steph wulz
 Multimedia Editor: colby hoyer
 Online Editor: Kevin Song
 Advertising Manager: Emily Kopetsky
 Ad Design Manager: Sara hillstrom
 Controller: Alex Jirschele
 Systems Administrator: Jeremy Vercillo

Office Manager & General Info
ph: (574) 631-7471
Fax: (574) 631-6927

Advertising
(574) 631-6900 ads@ndsmcobserver.com

Editor-in-Chief
(574) 631-4542 agastel1@nd.edu

Managing Editor
(574) 631-4542 mthomass@nd.edu

Assistant Managing Editors
(574) 631-4541 mdefrank@nd.edu
miati@nd.edu, nmichels@nd.edu

Business Office
(574) 631-5313

News Desk
(574) 631-5323 obsnews.nd@gmail.com

Viewpoint Desk
(574) 631-5303 obsviewpoint@gmail.com

Sports Desk
(574) 631-4543 observersports@gmail.com

Scene Desk
(574) 631-4540 observer.scene1@gmail.com

Saint Mary’s Desk
krabac01@saintmarys.edu

Photo Desk
(574) 631-8767 obsphoto@gmail.com

Systems & Web Administrators
(574) 631-8839

Policies

The Observer is the independent, daily newspaper published 

in print and online by the students of the university of Notre 

Dame du Lac and Saint mary’s college.  Editorial content, 

including advertisements, is not governed by policies of the 

administration of either institution. The Observer reserves 

the right to refuse advertisements based on content.

 The news is reported as accurately and objectively as 

possible. unsigned editorials represent the opinion of the 

majority of the Editor-in-chief, managing Editor, Assistant 

managing Editors and department editors. commentaries, 

letters and columns present the views of the authors and not 

necessarily those of The Observer.

 Viewpoint space is available to all readers. The free 

expression of all opinions through letters is encouraged. 

Letters to the Editor must be signed and must include contact 

information.

Questions regarding Observer policies should be directed to 

Editor-in-Chief Andrew Gastelum.

post Office Information
The Observer (uSpS 599 2-4000) is published monday through Friday 
except during exam and vacation periods.
A subscription to The Observer is $130 for one academic year; $75 for one 
semester.
The Observer is published at:
024 South Dining hall
Notre Dame, IN 46556-0779
periodical postage paid at Notre Dame and additional mailing offices
pOSTmASTER
Send address corrections to:
The Observer
p.O. Box 779
024 South Dining hall
Notre Dame, IN 46556-077
The Observer is a member of the Associated press. 
All reproduction rights are reserved.



pAID ADVERTISEmENT

pAID ADVERTISEmENT

By JACK ROONEY
News writer 

Kroc Institute for 
International peace Studies 
visiting scholar Shannon 
golden presented her re-
search on land conflict in 
post-war northern uganda 
on Thursday at the hesburgh 
center for International 
Studies. The lecture was 
titled “The war within the 
community: Land Disputes in 
post-war Northern uganda.” 

golden earned her ph.D. in 
sociology from the university 
of minnesota earlier this fall 
after completing her thesis 
on community reconstruc-
tion in Northern uganda. 
During the course of her re-
search, she said she found 

land disputes to be one of the 
most significant aspects of 
reconstruction. 

She quoted a ugandan in-
terviewee who said, “when 
I compare the life before the 
war and this life then I say 
that this life is the most pain-
ful life I’ve ever experienced. 
while the war of the rebels, 
the rebels terrorizing the 
people, has ended, another 
war has started up. That is the 
war within the community 
members, the war of rivals 
over land.”

golden said the ugandan 
civil war displaced millions 
of people, and when they re-
turned to their original land, 
land disputes arose. 

“The war in northern 
uganda resulted in massive 

forced displacement,” golden 
said. “In the region where I 
conducted research, 95 per-
cent of the population was 
displaced, most for over 
10 years. many people de-
scribed land disputes as ex-
tremely rampant and a lot of 
people said they were daily 
occurrences.”

Though her specialty is so-
ciology, golden said social 
scientists could have more of 
an impact on international 
peace issues through work 
like hers. 

“In general, I feel a bit like 
social scientists are a little 
silent on this issue despite 
the fact that I think we can 
make some significant con-
tributions in understanding 
things like group identity, 
world group identity, collec-
tive memory, inequality, soli-
darity, these sorts of things,” 
golden said. “So I’m trying 
to contribute a social science 
perspective to make sense of 
this issue.”

using this lens of social sci-
ence, golden concluded that 
conflict can be constructive 
if there are proper means of 
resolving it.

“conflict isn’t necessarily 
bad,” golden said. “From so-
ciology we know that conflict 
among people can actually 
benefit solidarity and stabil-
ity if it provides a space to so-
lidify social norms, rules and 
relationships in a non-violent 

way, if there are institutions 
to resolve these disputes.”

golden said land in uganda 
is important economically 
and socially.

“In a subsistent agriculture-
based society, land is very 
central in a material way and 
a physical way,” golden said. 

“It’s a crucial resource for 
livelihoods, for people to sup-
port their families, for their 
physical survival. It’s the ba-
sis of the local economy. Their 
daily activities and social in-
teractions revolve around 
land and agriculture.”

She said land, however, 
is symbolically essential 
in these communities be-
cause it is a way to represent 
belonging.

 “It’s a way to delineate the 

boundaries of the commu-
nity,” golden said. “It’s ances-
tral land. you only have land 
in these communities if you’re 
from here,” golden said.

She said the post-war con-
text in Northern uganda in-
tensified the importance of 
land. 

“Land is just this very es-
sential thing that sets up a 
potential for very contentious 
social interaction,” golden 
said. “And all of this becomes 
even more important in the 
post-war context.

“The post-war context is 
unique because it’s a pe-
riod of very dramatic social 
change, and the transitional 
period has really caused the 
emergence of these prolific 
land disputes because of this 
social change.”

Northern uganda has state-
run and community-based 
structures for land dispute 
resolution, but neither is ef-
fective, she said. 

“Despite having these mul-
tiple layers of dispute reso-
lution possibilities, there is 
not an institution or a strat-
egy that residents fully trust 
to deal with land disputes,” 
golden said. “That is why 
it makes violence look like 
a necessary or legitimate 
means for resolving these 
conflicts.”

Contact Jack Rooney at 
jrooney1@nd.edu

Lecturer discusses state of post-war Uganda

Death
cONTINuED FROm pAgE 1

“In a subsistent 
agriculture-based 
society, land is 
very central in a 
material way and 
a physical way. It’s 
a crucial resource 
for livelihoods, for 
people to support 
their families, 
for their physical 
survival. ”
Shannon Golden 
viisitng scholar

“A worker with a local exca-
vating firm suffered fatal in-
juries when he was struck by a 
tree while working on a proj-
ect to clear trees for a parking 
lot expansion on the east side 
of campus,” Brown said.

A university press release 
stated the man died at the 
scene, despite efforts to re-
suscitate him. The release 
said work at the construction 

site has been suspended.
In the press release, 

university president Fr. John 
Jenkins said Notre Dame ex-
tends its condolences to the 
man’s family and to everyone 
involved in the accident.

“Reminded how precious 
and fragile life is, we pray 
for strength and peace for all 
who are suffering as a result,” 
Jenkins said.

Contact Meghan Thomassen 
at mthomass@nd.edu
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“… Stan Ellsworth and the 
crew were warmly received 
by all they encountered 
across faculty, students, ad-
ministration, clergy and 
sports fans. Filming the 
episode was a wonderful, 
positive experience and the 
network and production 
team are delighted with the 
episode.”

marquis said it was not just 
Notre Dame’s football prow-
ess that inspired the epi-
sode of “American Ride,” but 
the school’s reputation for 
strong, positive values.

“Notre Dame is a powerful 
force for doing good in the 
country and the world, and 

that mission resonates with 
Byutv,” marquis said. “Of 
course, there’s also a com-
mon love of football, but Byu 
wanted to connect in a way 
that went beyond the playing 
field.”  

The Notre Dame episode 
of “American Ride” features 
Ellsworth discussing the 
university’s founding, aca-
demic rigor and unique tra-
ditions. It is available to view 
online at byutv.org, and will 
also be shown on Byutv at 
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Eastern 
Time tomorrow, directly 
preceding and following the 
game between the Irish and 
Byu.

Contact Nicole McAlee at 
nmcalee@nd.edu
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a game and at this mass he 
gives each player a medal with 
a particular saint he has chosen 
for the week. Thesing said he 
has a list of all the saints com-
memorated in these masses 
since 2007.

“I’m a very systematic guy, so 
what I decided to do was that I 
didn’t think we should repeat 
any saint medal within a five-
year period,” he said. “There 
are enough saints for us to go 
50, 60 saints without having to 
repeat from year after year. 

“I decided that the four evan-
gelists and St. paul would be a 
good way to represent scripture 
and the foundational back-
ground of scripture. I also re-
alized that we want to keep to 
the tradition of Notre Dame, so 
this year the tradition of Notre 
Dame was represented with St. 
Edward, the patron saint of Fr. 
Edward Sorin. I also want to 

keep within that the concept of 
the congregation of holy cross 
…  so this year to represent the 
congregation of holy cross is 
the Sacred heart of Jesus.”

Team mass before home 
games moved from Saturday to 
Friday this year, and Thesing 
said the switch makes mass feel 
less rushed. he said the first 
time he served as away chaplain 
at michigan State university 
in 2008 he was shocked by the 
quick succession between mass 
and travel to the stadium.

“[After mass] we’re handing 
out the saint medals as they’re 
heading to the bus, so every-
one’s left the area,” he said. 
“I’m back there and they’re 
going, ‘Father, you need any 
help?’ ‘No, no. I can take care 
of this.’ I put everything away. 
Five minutes later I walk down 
and everyone is already on the 
bus, the police escorts are al-
ready there, and I’m going, ‘Oh, 
they’re all waiting for me.’ 

“As they move closer and 
closer to game time, everything 
gets tightly scheduled.”

On gameday, Thesing said 
he stays with the team, blesses 
them and leads them in prayer.

“I’m always one of the first 
back into the locker room,” he 
said. “Before the game during 
warm-ups and at the end of the 
first half and at the end of the 
game, I’m there and welcome 
them back into the locker room 
with a blessing. 

“I try to bless each one in-
dividually, often in pairs as 
they’re coming on my right and 
on my left, moving quickly into 
the locker room, and then im-
mediately before they move out 
to the field at the beginning of 
the game, I lead the team in a 
prayer. At the end of the game, 
after coach has spoken a few 
words, he says, ‘Let’s pray,’ and 
then I lead them again in prayer 
at the end of the game.”

As football chaplain, Thesing 
said his job is to be supportive 
of the players at all times.

“what it involves, first and 
foremost, is to be there with the 
team in a routine basis and also 
in crisis moments,” he said. 
“when I say crisis moments, it 
doesn’t all have to be disaster, 
but it’s those unprecedented 
and unexpected events. One 
of which that comes to mind is 
Declan Sullivan’s death.”

Sullivan, a student videog-
rapher for the team died Oct. 
27, 2010 at age 20 when he was 
thrown from a hydraulic scis-
sor lift by strong winds during 

football practice, according to 
an Oct. 27, 2010 article in The 
Observer. 

Thesing said he received a 
call the evening of the accident 
while preparing to lead a re-
flection in Farley hall. he went 
straight to the guglielmino 
Athletic complex to counsel the 
players and coaches, he said.

“As it turned out, the real dif-
ficulty and challenge wasn’t as 
much the football players but 
Declan’s fellow workers with 
the video crew,” Thesing said. 
“There were times, since I was 
the away chaplain, during the 
home games … I went and just 
stood with them as they’re vid-
eo taping from their isolated 
spots on the south scoreboard 
and up on the photo deck of the 
press box, just to be with them 
and let them know that they’re 
not walking this journey, this 
challenge by themselves.” 

After supporting the team 
through many challenges, 
Thesing said his favorite part of 
being chaplain is participating 
in the locker room celebration 
after a win.

“It’s exciting; it’s fun,” he said. 
“It’s the realization that they’ve 
done a great job and especially 
our hard-fought wins, when 
we’re the underdog. part of it 
is because you’re also there at 
the times of loss. you’re there in 
pittsburgh when there wasn’t 
a word spoken in the locker 
room, other than the coach. 
you know how much time and 
effort and energy these players 
devote to what they’re doing. 
[you] marvel at their ability to 
balance student life with the 
expectation of being a football 
player at Notre Dame. 

“It’s important to them, it’s 
fun for the fans, the students 
and the alumni, and it’s a great 
experience.” 

Thesing said his full-time job 
as director of finance and ad-
ministration for the mendoza 
college of Business’ Office of 
the Dean prevents him from at-
tending practice regularly, but 
he still has developed a rapport 
with the players.

“I don’t interact with the play-
ers as much as everyone would 
think I do, but there are the op-
portunities in which we chat 
and talk,” he said, “and there 
are those people who engage 
me in conversations — theolog-
ical, philosophical or just about 
sports.”

Contact Tori Roeck at  
vroeck@nd.edu 

Chaplain
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university of michigan tailgate 
was the largest and most memo-
rable out of the entire season. he 
said over 500 people attended 
the tailgate at Ann Arbos

“we just kept hearing every-
one talking about the bus, and 
meeting at the bus, so we went,” 
Anna Sullivan, who is a junior 
at Saint mary’s, said. “It seemed 
like everyone was there. It wasn’t 
just a Notre Dame thing, or an 

O’Neill thing, or a senior thing, it 
was an Irish thing.”

As the season draws to a close, 
the bus owners said they are 
looking for future O’Neill men 
to continue the tradition. O’Neill 
said juniors of O’Neill hall have 
already approached the current 
bus owners to purchase the bus 
for next year, and are hoping to 
garner alumni attention to en-
dow the bus in the years to come.  

Contact MJ Johnston at 
mjohns01@saintmarys.edu

Photo courtesy of Caroline Kuse

A group of O’Neill seniors stand  in front of the bus they purchased to use for tailgating at Notre Dame 
football games this season. The bus travelled to the Purdue and University of Michigan away games. 

Bus
cONTINuED FROm pAgE 1
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INSIDE COluMN

Contact Rebecca O’Neil at       
roneil01@saintmarys.edu 
 The views expressed in the Inside 
Column are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of The Observer.

“As some people prepare for their old age, 
so I prepare for my 20’s.”

I’ve just had the incredible pleasure and 
made the horrible mistake of reading “An 
18-year-Old Looks Back On Life.” Joyce 
maynard’s essay, published on April 23, 
1972 in The New york Times, is 8,202 words 
of complete gold — and completely de-
pressing for someone about to embark on a 
column on turning 20. 

If I could relay any coherent thought on 
modern culture in 450 words, this would be 
my chance. what a joke. 

you can laugh, but exposure to a series 
of transcendentalist authors and psyche-
delic musicians had me self-realized at 
15. convinced that the best music and the 
most beautiful minds were lost after the 
60s, I would spend the next four years as 
one of those people, who believes they were 
born in the wrong era — an idealist in a 
perpetually disillusioned state. 

up until this semester, I was sure my 
emotional and intellectual development 
had peaked because the world had nothing 
worthy left to offer. philosophy, politics and 
religion were a bore because my thought 
processes were cyclic and mundane.

This summer was something else 
though. David Foster wallace, Kelly 
Konya and Junot Diaz instigated theories 
in language I was once unable to breach 
in my head. when clockwork Orange, 
Rudimental and Alvin Risk layered melo-
dies smothered in synth, even my ear-
drums had epiphanies. my internship at 
Los Angeles’ KIIS-Fm and my job at the 
Santa Anita racetrack provided opposite 
spectrums of “the real world” which simul-
taneously shocked and fascinated me.

Now I am 15 again, minus the sense of 
nostalgia but plus the sense of childlike 
wonder — three inches and 20 pounds. 
Electronic dance music, contemporary 
writers and new friends challenge me. I 
have realized that I am, in fact, extremely 
far from self-realization but that the journey 
to that state inspires.

Nineteen has been a solidly awkward 
year of self-discovery and 20 I expect will be 
a year of world-discovery. 

As maynard said, “So where are we now? 
generalizing is dangerous. call us the 
apathetic generation and we will become 
that. Say times are changing, nobody cares 
about prom queens and getting into the col-
lege of his choice any more — say that (be-
cause it sounds good, it indicates a trend, 
gives a symmetry to history) and you make 
a movement and a unit out of a generation 
unified only in its common fragmentation. 
If there is a reason why we are where we are, 
it comes from where we have been.” 

my peers and I are capable of more than 
society has imagined for us. 

we are fragmented but possess unreal-
ized potential.

Let thy marshmallows fly

marshmallows — the devil’s work, or the devil 
himself?

It happens every year. The air gets colder. The nights 
get darker.  The sins get graver.

Sins and sinners may come in all shapes and sizes, but 
this Saturday should strike fear in the hearts of every 
god-loving man and woman on Earth, for on this most 
fateful and treacherous of almost-Sabbaths, a fourth of 
this storied institution will join together at Notre Dame 
Stadium in the most heinous and defiling act mankind 
has ever seen: The senior class marshmallow throw.

yes, we, the Editorial Board of The Observer, the sole 
unifying voice of moral authority for all things Notre 
Dame, can hear your gasps of shock and shame.

you might ask “what prompts this act of aggression 
most evil?” Fun, for one thing. A sense of unity as a se-
nior class, for a second. And third, how could we forget 
that most vile of nouns: tradition. Shudder.

Fun, unity and tradition — when did these crimes be-
come a part of Notre Dame? when did it become okay 
for any student to do anything that hasn’t been pre-ap-
proved by SAO, the pope and the holy Spirit?

The Bible clearly states that Jesus handed out fish and 
bread. he didn’t just lightly and aimlessly toss them into 
the air for the fun of it. who are the seniors to presume 
that they’re better than Jesus? Shame, shame, shame on 
them.

Imagine the horror.
Notre Dame seniors are seeing their last-ever home 

game as undergraduate students. halftime comes. 
Suddenly, out of nowhere, hundreds of light, f luffy bits of 
sugar and gelatin go f lying tens of feet into the air before 

f loating back to the earth at the acceleration of gravity, 
not taking wind resistance into effect. It’s truly a shock 
that there haven’t been more marshmallow-related con-
cussion incidents reported in recent years.

And, lest you be tempted by Satan himself to take 
part in this immoral deed, remember that you’re not 
supposed to actually have fun, or celebrate unity and 
tradition. Any marshmallows found on students at the 
stadium gates will be confiscated, in order to prevent the 
weak of spirit from further staining their souls.

This policy leads to a lesser, but still terrifying, sin — 
deception. Students will attempt to smuggle marshmal-
lows into the game at any cost, whether the act requires 
filling f lasks full of marshmallow f luff, forcing freshmen 
to act as marshmallow pack mules or even using rope-
and-pulley systems to haul bags of the f luffed and puffed 
evil over the stadium walls.

So, seniors, with your dirty shoes to prevent ruining 
good ones and your tied-up or covered hair to prevent 
finding congealed marshmallow in it during your post-
game festivities, we leave you with this final admonition, 
this final rebuke, this final measure of moral authority:

Don’t take part in the so-called marshmallow throw, 
for if you do, history will certainly remember you as the 
worst people ever and your soul will be damned to the 
deepest depths of hell for all eternity.

In all seriousness, we do have two small requests from 
the seniors. One, don’t be the dingus who ruins it for 
everyone by sticking a coin or a rock in a marshmal-
low, because that could really hurt somebody. Second, 
remember that we are creating a sizable, sticky marsh-
mallow mess that has to be cleaned up. please do your 
best to clean up what bags and trash you can to help our 
wonderful stadium staff.

Otherwise, let thy marshmallows f ly.

ediTorial
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The basement of cavanaugh hall could use a make-
over because it doesn’t look much different than it did 
50 years ago today. I know because I was studying in the 
basement at mid-day, the only one there, when a bulletin 
came on the motorola radio that had been left on in the 
assistant rector’s small office: president John F. Kennedy 
had been shot in Dallas.

I don’t think there was or has been since a day in my 
life, especially that long ago, where the next few hours 
and the weekend that followed have stayed with me with 
such resonance. 

maybe there was a gene in me that eventually led to a 
career in journalism, but my first reaction was to rush 
out of the basement to the first f loor and beat on the 
door of our rector, Fr. matthew miceli (he just recently 
passed away) and then up to my room 251 to tell anyone 
around what I had just heard. Suddenly, you could hear 
radios being turned on one after another, as if my dorm 
mates thought what I was telling them had to be a mis-
take. I wished the same, but we all knew within a matter 
of minutes, that it was not.

cavanaugh was an all-freshmen hall back then and the 
school calendar was a lot different as well. we had barely 
been on campus two months by Nov. 22, many of us still 
unsure if we had made the right choice or if we were 
prepared for the rigors of a Notre Dame education. Some 
things don’t change.

At first, the university decided to keep everything 

business as usual, but the decision was a failure. Instead 
of students going to class, many of those already in a 
class just left so they could get back to their dorms and 
gather around the lone television, like the one we had in 
the basement of cavanaugh. And it wasn’t too long, with 
the room packed, when walter cronkite broke in with 
the news, his voice choking, that JFK was dead. classes 
were cancelled, within hours the final football game of 
a terrible season was also cancelled. No one cared. The 
only thing we could think to do seemed to be unani-
mous, one by one, dozens by dozens, we left our dorms 
and went to Sacred heart church and prayed through 
our tears.

Right or wrong, many of us believed in the JFK 
camelot because of our pride in having the first catholic 
to be elected president and his call to young Americans 
to serve their country in many different ways. Suddenly, 
we felt important, and even more suddenly, it felt as if 
our hopes and dreams had been quashed.

Two days later we poured back into the basement of 
cavanaugh to watch the live coverage of Lee harvey 
Oswald being led to his arraignment. when the shots 
rang out from Jack Ruby’s gun, there was stunned si-
lence. Our adolescence was over, we knew now there was 
a real world out there, and sometimes it is very difficult 
to understand. we would have no choice but to grow up.

Mike Collins graduated from Notre Dame in the class of 
1967. Tomorrow, he will complete his 32nd year as public    
address announcer at Notre Dame Stadium.

The views expressed in this column are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of The Observer.

Mike Collins 
public Address annnouncer

No choice but to grow up

Rebecca O’Neil
News writer

unrealized 
potential
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Break the silence

Seventeen of my Notre Dame friends 
have come out to me as sexual assault sur-
vivors. Of these 17 survivors, five are men. 
Three of the 17 were assaulted by a woman. 
Nine were assaulted while attending Notre 
Dame. Eleven of the assaults involved alco-
hol. Three survivors have explicitly spoken 
to me about feeling suicidal following the 
assault, but six others have struggled with 
the aftermath to the extent that it inter-
fered significantly with their daily lives. 
Seventeen may sound like a high number, 
but I guarantee you that whether or not 
you know it, the same is true for you. Of 
course, my friends are not simply num-
bers. I could tell you about the problems 
they’ve had with recurring nightmares of 
their sexual assaults, of their inability to go 
to parties without being reminded of their 
assault, of their struggles with intimacy. 
But this column is not about the survivors. 
This is about the perpetrators. This col-
umn is about us.

As Domers, we often like to quote 
corinthians and say that when one of us 
hurts, all of the Notre Dame family hurts. 
I’d like to take that a step further. when 

one of us is guilty, we are all guilty. when 
one of us commits sexual assault, we are 
all to blame. Before you try to shy away 
from this guilt, keep in mind the pain of 
the survivors on this campus. Keep in 
mind the cliffs they wished to dive from, 
searching for the peace that has been 
ripped away from them. Keep in mind that 
good intentions do not excuse our wrong-
doings, ought not shield us from blame. 
with this in mind, entertain the possibility 
of your guilt.

Our society and our media are built on 
rape culture. This rape culture is gifted to 
us, wrapped in a deceptively pretty bow. 
consider this: how many movies have you 
seen in which the instigator of romantic 
or sexual contact has asked for permission 
before leaning in for a kiss? Or for going 
beyond that? we have been socialized by 
our culture to believe that our “reading of 
body language” is adequate consent, or 
worse, that we as instigators can go ahead 
with whatever sexual or romantic contact 
we wish to make, and the burden of active-
ly denying consent lies with the receiver 
of that instigation — in which case, often 
times the unwanted contact has already 
occurred.

Essentially, we have been socialized to 
think that not speaking during a hookup 

is romantic, that not needing to acquire 
verbal consent is sexy. It’s not. It’s sexual 
assault. If we are narcissistic enough to 
believe without a doubt that our ability to 
read body language is 100 percent reliable, 
then we need a reality check. Scientists, so-
ciologists and virtually all academic fields 
will tell us that nothing is ever 100 percent 
reliable. And if that is the case, if our ability 
to read body language accurately is reliable 
only 99 percent of the time and we decide 
to go ahead and hook up with someone 
without asking for verbal consent because 
“talking ruins the mood,” we are risking 
that one percent. we are risking sexually 
assaulting someone, simply because we 
“don’t want to ruin the mood,” simply so 
we can get off.

Besides, do you really want to hook up 
with someone that’s not into it? Is your self 
esteem so unbelievably low that you must 
receive false affirmation by hooking up 
with someone that doesn’t really want to 
hook up with you, that will only hook up 
with you when they’re wasted and their 
standards are lower, or they are more sus-
ceptible to your “persuasion”? Stop using 
other people so violently in order to deal 
with your own self esteem issues. 

But once again, we are all guilty. we are 
guilty for saying, “That exam raped me,” to 

our friend on South Quad, forcing the per-
son walking behind us to remember and 
relive their rape experience. we are guilty 
for blacking out with our friends and not 
watching out for them, allowing them to 
throw themselves onto someone else and 
sexually assault them. we are guilty for 
questioning victims based on their level of 
intoxication. 

If someone didn’t want to have sex, 
they didn’t want to have sex. consent is 
absolutely not acquirable when alcohol 
is present. we are guilty for not acknowl-
edging that thanks to our socialization, 
we are all potential rapists. we are guilty 
for shying away from that label, for trying 
to escape this guilt. It is only once we are 
able to acknowledge this guilt that we can 
work towards creating a better campus 
environment, free of sexual assault. we are 
guilty for not asking someone before we 
kiss them. we are guilty for finding silence 
romantic.

Break the silence.

Mia Lillis is a senior residing in 
Cavanaugh Hall. She can be contacted at 
mlillis@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not   
necessarily those of The Observer.

Mia Lillis
we are ND

we barely knew John F. Kennedy dur-
ing his thousand days in office. his noble 
call asked us to be better people, to do 
better for others and to seek better for our 
nation. he told us that we could go to the 
moon, and we believed him. he was our 
first sleek, handsome, modern visionary 
leader who transcended American cul-
ture by exuding youth, confidence, grace 
and charm. he represented everything 
we strived to be. he gave each of us a 
dream. his world war II generation saw in 
Kennedy what they thought of themselves 
— the best of the best. we were an honor-
able and proud, yet innocent and naïve 
populace.

Today, those of us who lived through the 
assassination look back exactly 50 years 
to the day. That Nov. 22 evokes memories 
of our overwhelming nationwide shock 
and grief that grew into a dark watershed 
moment of national unity. Nothing would 
quite be the same again. It was the pearl 
harbor of that era only to be matched 
by Sept. 11, the type of event that should 
never assail any lifetime, let alone assault 
my generation twice. A half-century has 
yet to damper events so branded in our 
collective memory that no American alive 
on that day can ever forget hearing, “It 
appears that something has happened in 
the motorcade route. Something is terribly 
wrong.”

That time ironically mirrors today with 
American fashion trends sporting tight 
skinny pants and thick Italian-made 
black, horn-rimmed glasses. It was an 
age when we believed what others told 
us — our government, our employers, our 
neighbors and especially authoritative 
cBS News anchorman walter cronkite 

who also wore black, horn-rimmed glass-
es. So we believed the unbelievable when 
he removed those glasses to wipe a tear 
as he announced, “The flash, apparently 
official. president Kennedy died at 1 p.m. 
central Time, some 38 minutes ago.”

my morning began as routinely as any 
— not unlike today — simply another 
school day set on the calendar as the 
Friday before Thanksgiving. wearing a 
pale green zipper sweater, skinny pants 
and black horn-rimmed glasses, I awk-
wardly blended with fellow seventh-grade 
nerds at cecil Junior high School. my 
group, randomly assigned Section 7-5, ate 
lunch last. At 1:15 p.m., we climbed three 
stairwells to our reading comprehension 
class where I sat in the third seat along the 
outside wall directly under the portrait of 
president Kennedy.

my teacher, mrs. Scarton, a more senior, 
but unpopular, teacher who married our 
principal, was a strict disciplinarian. She 
barely began teaching when someone 
entered to whisper into her ear. Running 
from the classroom she yelled, “The presi-
dent and governor of Texas have just been 
shot.” In her absence I tried to recollect 
who was the president of Texas. Texas did 
not have a president. what was she talking 
about?

She quickly returned carrying a radio 
that detailed the assassination attempt 
as bits trickled from Dallas. my classmate 
Bruce Engel who sat directly on my right 
infuriated me with his smart-alecky 
comment. he looked up at president 
Kennedy’s portrait above me asking in a 
snide tone, “Oh, did you go and get your-
self shot?”

mrs. Shearer, my favorite teacher who 
taught English the following period next 
door, entered and huddled with other 
teachers around the radio. when two 
priests unofficially announced that the 

president had died, she burst into tears 
and departed. She, mrs. Scarton and I 
were all from immigrant catholic fami-
lies who stood politically united to elect 
the first president from among us — the 
grandson of Irish-catholic immigrants — 
much like African-Americans stand today 
for president Obama.

until Kennedy broke the era that rou-
tinely barred catholics from the presi-
dency, newspaper headlines questioned if 
a catholic could be loyal to both the pope 
and our democracy. critics claimed that 
JFK would take orders from the Vatican. 
In fact, surveys showed that fully one-
quarter of all Americans flat out would 
not vote for a catholic. Despite watching 
droves of diehard protestant Democrats 
abandon Kennedy in 1960, we catholics 
proudly rallied politically against anti-
catholic sentiments — from the likes of 
my classmate Bruce — whose families 
voted systematically throughout our na-
tion’s history to prevent catholics from 
such high office. Now, Kennedy had given 
his life for that job. In an instant, he was 
gone, but for us, his death was most shock-
ingly personal because he was one of us. 
Kennedy was family.

Sitting stunned and mesmerized be-
neath Kennedy’s portrait, I hung onto 
every utterance emanating from the radio. 
Despite being only a 12-year-old, the day’s 
events personally astounded me because 
Kennedy had spoken to me the previous 
year during a campaign visit in our area, 
unbeknownst to us at the time, amid the 
cuban missile crisis. I once stood a yard 
away from him when my father said, “hi 
Jack,” and I blurted, “JFK!” Kennedy nod-
ded at me and replied, “hello son,” as his 
convertible began to move. That fond 
memory of his greeting and strikingly 
chestnut-red hair was now my monument 
to a moment in time.

Time wearily crawled until finally the 
bell to change classes rang. Students si-
lently walked zombie-like through the 
hallways — a uniquely eerie walk only 
witnessed once afterward when droves 
of my neighbors trekked home together 
after the Sept. 11 attacks. my youth died 
with JFK that day much like my adulthood 
soured on Sept. 11. yet, I take heart when 
oftentimes reminded of Kennedy’s words 
and inspiration, especially while serv-
ing as a lector at St. matthew’s cathedral 
where I march over the exact spot upon 
which “the remains of president Kennedy 
lie at a requiem mass” as inscribed in the 
floor before the alter.

This column exists because of Kennedy. 
No higher honor could be bestowed upon 
me than in 50 years from now be here 
to write a centennial recollection as the 
last living American to have heard his 
voice. Like many, I owe my government 
service career to his influence and call. I 
developed my quick, sharp wit to imitate 
his dynamic charm and grace. perhaps 
another like Kennedy may someday ex-
ude that same energy, but thus far only 
Kennedy encouraged our nation to feel 
young, invincible, confident and proud 
— so proud that we would “pay any price, 
bear any burden, meet any hardship … 
to assure the survival and the success of 
liberty.”

Gary J. Caruso, Notre Dame ‘73, 
serves in the Department of Homeland 
Security and was a legislative and     
public affairs director at the U.S. House 
of Representatives and in President 
Clinton’s administration. His column  
appears every other Friday. Contact him 
at GaryJCaruso@alumni.nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are 
those of the author and not necessarily 
those of The Observer.

Gary J. Caruso
capitol comments

Inspired by Kennedy
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By GABRIELA LESKUR
Scene writer

I remember when I was little, my cousins and 
I would play tag all the time. It’s probably one 
of my fondest childhood memories. The tree in 
their front yard was base and we had to climb 
the tree to be safe. we would climb higher and 
higher, smiling and laughing to make room 
for each other, as the person who was “it” was 
stuck down below.

This week’s dare brought me right back to 
those days. 

Late this Tuesday night, I made my way to the 
big tree right outside of LaFortune hall and, 
with the help of a friend, hoisted myself up into 
a wooden wonderland. As uncoordinated as I 
am, I was terrified even though I was only a few 
feet off of the ground. Despite my fear, sitting 
and chatting in that tree was one of the high 
points of my year.

I honestly had completely forgotten that as-
pect of my childhood — the thrill of climbing a 
tree — until I climbed that tree again this week.

climbing back down, I wondered why I don’t 
play tag with my cousins anymore, why I don’t 
climb trees anymore.

And then it was clear: because I’m an adult 
now. 

what does that even mean?

A French children’s book by Antoine de 
Saint-Exupèry I read in high school provides an 
answer.

In this book, “Le petit prince,” the main char-
acter talks about how when he was a little boy 
he made a drawing of a boa constrictor eating 
an elephant. he was so proud of his drawing 
but when he showed the picture to adults all 
they saw was a hat. They made the little boy 
feel bad and encouraged him to find pleasure 
in practical things.

In college, we are on the brink now between 
adulthood and childhood. we see responsibili-
ties, careers and families in our future: prac-
tical things. The days of climbing trees and 
drawing boa constrictors seem to be in our 
past. Or at least, that’s what we’re told.

I remember last year, walking with a friend 
and seeing the huge inflatable obstacle course 
on South Quad. I got really excited about it.

“Ah! I wish I could go on that,” I said, consid-
ering I was on my way to class and couldn’t. my 
friend looked at me and scoffed. 

when I asked why, he said, “I always won-
dered what type of person would get excited 
about those kind of stupid things,” as if there 
was something wrong with me. he, obviously, 
was a practical grown up, and I, a silly child.

Saint-Exupèry says in “Le petit prince”: “I 
have lived a great deal among grown-ups. I have 
seen them intimately, close at hand. And that 
hasn’t much improved my opinion of them.” I 
have to agree with Saint-Exupèry.

we spend most of our childhood wanting to 
grow up. we see the adult life as the ideal life, 
full of the freedom to do whatever we want. 
But what if what we want to do is climb trees, 
draw pictures and play on inflatable obstacle 
courses?

At times, we seem to lose ourselves in this 
“grown-up” version of the world, the version of 
the world where climbing a tree is supposedly 
beneath us.

This version of the world is missing some-
thing. we shouldn’t look down on those who 
marvel at double rainbows. Even if we claim 
to be adults, partaking in the simple joys and 
wonders of climbing a tree are not beneath us at 
all. In fact, they are quite literally above us and 
we should strive to join them.

As I climbed up a tree this week, I was filled 
with a sense of joy and wonder that I haven’t felt 
in a long time. I remembered when I first read 
“Le petit prince,” my high school French teach-
er, mr. Langa, said, “Never stop wondering at 
rainbows or smiling at butterflies.” 

growing up doesn’t mean growing old. It isn’t 
as much about holding on to ignorance or in-
nocence, as much as it is holding out against 
cynicism. we should try to climb higher above 
and find happiness in reclaiming our childlike 
wonder for the little things, even while we take 

on responsibilities and careers and families.
Saint-Exupèry described how he would treat 

the people who looked at his drawing of the 
boa constrictor eating the elephant and saw 
a hat instead. he said, “I would never talk to 
that person about boa constrictors, primeval 
forests or stars. I would bring myself down to 
his level. I would talk to him about bridge, golf, 
politics and neckties. And the grown-up would 
be greatly pleased to have met such a sensible 
man.”

while I think Saint-Exupery got a lot of things 
right, that’s one thing I would revise. Instead of 
bringing ourselves down from the tree, down to 
their level, I say we should instead continue to 
climb higher. we should look in the eye all the 
people who walk by on their way to LaFortune, 
and as they look up at us incredulously, we 
should wave hello.

Contact Gabriela Leskur at gleskur@nd.edu
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There’s the old adage that defense wins champion-
ships. That may be true, but what happens when two 
teams bring in relentless defensive fronts that combine 
to post seven shutouts during the season?

offense takes over, and offense is what will lead Keough 
to the championship sunday.

After a first-round win over siegfried, the Kangaroos 
knocked off defending-champion, top-seeded and unde-
feated Keenan to advance to the final game. even more, 
it rode its playoff wins not just on the arm of quarterback 
seamus donegan but also on the legs of running back 
conor Kinasz. With that type of balanced attack, Keough 
should be able to wear down Alumni and take any open-
ings the dawgs give them en route to the win. 

FINAL SCORE: Keough 14, Alumni 7

Mary Green
Interhall editor

Alumni will finally have its day in the stadium sunday, 
advancing to the final after losing in the semifinals the 
previous two seasons. The dawgs rode the stellar play of 
senior receiver Jeffrey Kraemer and a shutdown defense 
to an undefeated season.

Keough, however, is unlikely to be intimidated, as 
they already have some experience beating undefeated 
teams. senior quarterback seamus donegan and the 
Kangaroos upset the previously-undefeated defending 
champions Keenan, 16-13, in the semifinals.

In what will likely be a closely-contested defensive 
match-up, look for Keough to continue its winning 
streak over unbeaten teams and force Alumni to wait 
another year for a championship.

FINAL SCORE: Keough 13, Alumni 6

Casey Karnes
Interhall editor

Alumni, Keough take final step into stadium
By ALEX CARSON
sports Writer

Players on both no. 2 Alumni 
and no. 4 Keough have learned 
over the last few years what it 
feels like to fall just short of the 
men’s interhall championship 
game. however, after sunday, 
these teams will finally know 
what it feels like to play for the 
title at notre dame stadium.

The dawgs (6-0) used a 
strong second-half perfor-
mance last week against no. 
3 carroll to come back from a 
9-0 halftime deficit and win 
13-9. A goal-line stand to end 
the first half kept Alumni in the 
game and allowed sophomore 
quarterback Trevor hurley and 
senior captain and receiver 
Jeffrey Kraemer to turn the 
game around and connect for a 

pair of touchdown passes.
“We came together as a team 

last week and our team cama-
raderie really brought us back 
in the second half,” hurley said.

In addition to the team spir-
it, Kraemer said Alumni owes 
its arrival at the champion-
ship game to playing true to its 
brand of football.

“We played dawg football 
to get here,” Kraemer said. 
“dawg football is physical. We 
finally got the run game going 
and set the tone at the line of 
scrimmage.”

Advancing to the champion-
ship game has special signifi-
cance for Alumni’s senior class, 
which suffered defeat in both 
the 2010 and 2011 semifinals by 
a single point.

“For our class in particular, 
this was the goal from day one,” 

Kraemer said. “having been 
a point away twice, it means a 
lot.”

of Alumni’s five touchdowns 
in the playoffs, Kraemer has 
been responsible for four of 
them, recording three receiv-
ing touchdowns from hurley 
and returning one interception 
for a touchdown.

“[Kraemer] really tells me 
what to do and makes it easy 
[to manage the game],” hurley 
said. “I just come to the line 
and see what’s available.”

The Kangaroos (5-1), who lost 
in last year’s semifinals by two 
points, advanced to the cham-
pionship game behind a bal-
anced offensive attack. Their 
first round victory came via 
three touchdown passes from 
senior captain and quarter-
back seamus donegan, while 

their semifinal victory saw 
two rushing touchdowns from 
freshman running back conor 
Kinasz.

“[our balanced attack] makes 
it harder for teams to play us as 
they can’t just say, ‘Let’s take 
away this guy,’” donegan said. 
“This is the best team I’ve been 
on at notre dame in terms of 
playing together.”

In their 16-13 semifinal vic-
tory over no. 1 Keenan, the 
Kangaroos avenged a loss from 
earlier in the season, though 
donegan said his team ap-
proached the semifinal round 
with the same focus it will 
strive for heading into the 
championship game.

“[Last week’s game] was just 
another game for us and this 
week we’re focusing on exe-
cuting and making sure we’re 

prepared to do what we do,” 
donegan said.

In addition to Kinasz’s two 
rushing touchdowns, sopho-
more receiver and defensive 
back mitchell Patin recorded 
an interception and a safety to 
aid Keough’s victory.

“Playing in notre dame 
stadium and the champion-
ship game was our goal all 
year,” Patin said. “To play there 
is something we all dream of 
and to be playing on the same 
field division I players do is 
pretty awesome.”

Alumni and Keough will 
battle for the crown and the 
fulfillment of a season-long 
goal sunday at 3:30 p.m. in the 
notre dame stadium.

Contact Alex Carson at  
acarson1@nd.edu

Shutting out distractions and opponents
By CHRISTINA KOCHANSKI
sports Writer

no. 1 Alumni and no. 4 Keough 
will run out of the tunnel at notre 
dame stadium on sunday and 
straight into a collision with an-
other defensive powerhouse. The 
dawgs (6-0-0) shut out the oppos-
ing team in three of their six games 
leading up to the championships. 
The Kangaroos (5-1-0) shut out 
their opponent in four games this 
year. 

both teams have fallen just short 
of making it to the stadium in re-
cent years and each lost by less 
than a touchdown in last year’s 
semifinals. This year, Alumni and 
Keough rode the strength of their 
defenses to berths in the champi-
onship game. 

Keough senior Patrick hickey, 
who plays cornerback and kicker, 
said consistency is what makes the 
Kangaroo defense so effective. 

“defense is really what has kept 
us in it,” hickey said. “We’ve had 
a couple low-scoring games and 
a couple blow-out games, but de-
fense has been consistent every 
game.”

hickey joined the Kangaroos’ 
football team this year with no 
football experience and will be 
starting at cornerback in the 

stadium on sunday. he said he at-
tributes his personal growth and 
the overall strength of the defense 
to strong leadership. 

“For the seniors, taking on that 
leadership role meant making sure 
everyone comes to practice, mak-
ing play calls for both defense and 
offense, and basically managing 
the whole team,” hickey said.

A total of 20 points have been 
scored against the Keough defense 
over six games. Thirteen of those 
points were scored by Keenan in 
the semifinals. The Kangaroos 
held dillon, stanford, o’neill and 
siegfried to zero points.

This same consistency cannot be 
seen in Keough’s interhall football 
performance in previous years. 
Until last year, the Kangaroos had 
missed out on the playoffs for sev-
eral consecutive seasons. Keough 
made it to the semifinals in the 
2012 season, but lost by two points 
to eventual-champion Keenan. 

senior captain and quarterback 
seamus donegan said he attri-
butes the Kangaroos’ recent suc-
cess to young talent as well as to 
defensive strength.

“We’ve got a pretty young crew 
with a lot of freshmen and sopho-
more talent, so the years ahead 
are looking pretty good as well,” 
donegan said. 

The dawgs have also expe-
rienced frustration in previous 
years’ semifinal games. 

“my freshman and sophomore 
year we went to the semifinals 
both years and lost by one point 
both times,” Alumni senior cap-
tain and receiver Jeffrey Kraemer 
said. “We’ve achieved our goal in 
reaching the stadium and now it’s 
time to finish.”

As with Keough’s success, de-
fense is at the heart of Alumni’s 
path to the stadium. opposing 
teams have only scored a com-
bined 23 points against the dawgs. 
The defense recorded shut-outs 
against Knott, duncan and 
morrissey. 

Kraemer, who also plays safe-
ty, said the defense’s strength is 
founded in physicality and skill. 

“We emphasize playing physi-
cal,” Kraemer said. “our defense 
doesn’t give up big plays … and 
we’re doing well forcing turnovers.”

Alumni senior offensive lineman 
Tom o’sullivan said that aggres-
siveness is at the core of Alumni’s 
game on both sides of the ball.

“That’s what we like to call dawg 
football: being big and physical on 
offense and defense,” o’sullivan 
said. 

neither team plans to change 
its game plan or its mentality for 

sunday’s battle. Although both 
sides are coming into the cham-
pionships for the first time in 
recent years, the excitement will 
not overwhelm their composure.

“We don’t want to change too 
much,” Kraemer said. “We got 
here doing what we do and we’re 
going to ride that all the way 
through.”

o’sullivan said the excite-
ment of playing at the stadium, 
while intense, will not impact the 
dawgs’ mentality.

“everyone’s going to be 10 times 
more psyched-up than usual, but 
besides that we’re taking it as a 
normal game,” o’sullivan said.

The Kangaroos are taking a 
similar approach to the stadium 
showdown.

“We take every game one game 
at a time,” donegan said. “It’s just 
another game, but we’re happy to 
be at the stadium.”

Contact Christina Kochanski 
at ckochans@nd.edu

No. 2

(6-0)  (5-1)

 No. 4

Notre Dame Stadium

3:30 p.m.

Alumni vs. Keough

EMMET FARNAN | The Observer

Alumni’s defense (left), shown here during its 19-0 victory over Dun-
can Sept. 29,  has three shutouts on the season.
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no doubt, this matchup will be hard-fought, intense and 
down-to-the-wire. each yard will have to be earned for one 
team to prevail over the other. but who will win?

You could look at this game and say ryan will because it was 
the only one of the two teams that has been tested throughout 
the season in a win and a tie with Pangborn.

but that does not mean Pasquerilla West is any less of a 
team. An experienced senior core, one that has played in the 
championship before, leads the Weasels, and none of their 
four seasons have stopped short of the semifinals.

rachel rogers and breezi Toole captain the team, and their 
leadership at quarterback and linebacker, the two most im-
portant positions on each side of the ball, will bring Pasquerilla 
West confidence, composure and the long-awaited victory.

FINAL SCORE:  Pasquerilla West 21, Ryan 15

Mary Green
Interhall editor

behind senior quarterback rachel rogers and a tal-
ented pack of freshmen, Pasquerilla West emerged as 
favorites early in the season, going undefeated behind 
a defense that allowed just 13 points all regular season.

It is difficult, however, to call ryan an underdog in 
the championship.  new blood revitalized the Wildcats’ 
this season, as freshman quarterback Kathleen conaty 
added versatility to an already-talented ryan offense 
and led the Wildcats to a 19-13 semifinal victory over 
Pangborn after a regular-season tie with the Phoxes.

championships come down to who best handles ad-
versity, and ryan’s experience in bouncing back from 
disappointment will enable it to hand Pasquerilla West 
its first loss.

FINAL SCORE: Ryan 27, Pasquerilla West 19

Casey Karnes
Interhall editor

No. 1

(8-0)
 (8-0-1)

 No. 2

Notre Dame Stadium

2:00 p.m.

Pasquerilla vs. Ryan 

Top two seeds face off in battle of unbeatens 

By EVAN ANDERSON
sports Writer

When no. 1 Pasquerilla West and 
no. 2 ryan take the field sunday at 
notre dame stadium, each will 
place on the line an undefeated 
record and, for the many seniors 
that are key to each side, one last 
chance to be called champions. 

And yet, the magnitude of the 
title matchup barely seems to faze 

either squad.
For the Weasels (8-0), the sta-

dium is hardly uncharted territory. 
Three years ago, then-freshmen 
breezi Toole and rachel rogers 
played in a gut-wrenching loss to 
howard in the 2010 championship 
game. on sunday, they will lead 
the Weasels out of the tunnel as se-
nior captains. For them, sunday’s 
game reeks of unfinished business.

“We have so many important 

seniors on this team,” Toole said. 
“maria harmon, our safety, megan 
raden and elaine rousseau on 
the offensive line, sara dryden 
and Paige melinis on the d-Line. 
… P-dub flag football means the 
world to us.  hopefully everyone 
will be ready to step up to the plate.”

rogers had similar thoughts.
“We’re back with a vengeance,” 

rogers said.
rogers will quarterback in-

terhall’s most consistent offense 
against perhaps its strongest de-
fense. The Weasels have scored at 
least 25 points in each game this 
season. 

sunday they face their toughest 
opponent yet in the ryan defense, 
which tallied five shutouts in eight 
games and yielded opponents 
just 3.3 points per contest on the 
season.

rogers said her team would be 
prepared but ceded ryan (7-0-1) 
would present a unique challenge.

“I think Pe [last week] was a re-
ally good opponent for us,” rogers 
said. “They challenged us, and we 
were able to work out some kinks. 
We have watched [ryan] play, and I 
think we have a pretty good insight 
as to what they are going to try to 
do defensively. I think we will be 

ready to go.”
For its part, the ryan defense 

said it was every bit as confident 
and perhaps more so. 

“We are not going to do anything 
to adjust to the [Pasquerilla West] 
offense,” freshman linebacker 
shawn hall said. “We are going to 
make them adjust to our defense.”

That type of self-assurance is 
spread across the entire ryan 
team, whose collective calm might 
be atypical of a team whose first 
stadium experience will come 
sunday.  

however, the Wildcats have 
backed up their confidence with 
their play this season. behind a 
dominant defense and explosive 
offense, they launched a tour de 
force of their own. The Wildcats 
topped 40 points four times and 
recorded five shutouts this sea-
son. They finished the regular 
season unbeaten and largely 
unchallenged, with one notable 
exception.

ryan’s only regular-season 
blemish was a 7-7 tie against divi-
sion-rival Pangborn. Fittingly, the 
Wildcats arrive in the champion-
ship game on the heels of a 19-13 
that seemed destined for another 
deadlock — the score was locked 

at 13 late in the fourth quarter 
— before freshman quarterback 
Kathleen conaty threw an eight-
yard touchdown pass with under 
two minutes remaining to take a 
lead it would not yield.

“When we played Pangborn the 
first time, and when they scored 
on us, … we did not keep our cool,” 
senior captain and wide receiver 
maddie swan said. “I think [last 
week], we showed that we learned 
from that experience. This week 
will be an even more intense game. 
… [Pasquerilla West] is a great 
team.”

The Wildcats’ other captain, 
senior offensive lineman Andrea 
carlson, said her team would be 
ready to go come sunday.

“We are ready for that intensity,” 
carlson said. “We just have to con-
tinue to play our game. This team 
is so deep and so talented. … I fully 
believe that we are ready.”

ryan and Pasquerilla West will 
meet saturday at 2 p.m. on hal-
lowed grounds at notre dame 
stadium to try to stay unbeaten 
and become the undisputed 2013 
flag football champion.

Contact Evan Anderson at        
eander11@nd.edu

Experience, youth drive championship teams
By BRIAN PLAMONDON
sports Writer

When no. 1 Pasquerilla West 
and no. 2 ryan clash sunday, it 
will be a battle of two undefeated 
squads that have had their sights 
set on notre dame stadium all 
season. 

both teams are confident due to 
past success — Pasquerilla West 
has made the semifinals the last 
two seasons, though they were 
cut short of the stadium, while 
ryan lost to eventual champion 
mcGlinn last year in the playoffs.

The makeups of Pasquerilla 
West (8-0) and ryan (7-0-1) are 
strikingly similar. A core group 
of seniors leads each team, but a 
wealth of freshmen also contrib-
ute. both teams have quarter-
backs playing the position for the 
first time. 

The Purple Weasels rely on se-
nior quarterback and co-captain 

rachel rogers to direct the of-
fense. rogers said it was a chal-
lenge for her to transition from 
receiver to quarterback. 

“I was a little nervous at first,” 
rogers said. “but I have some great 
receivers and lineman that really 
protect me. really the whole of-
fense has been awesome in help-
ing me make the transition.” 

The Wildcats, on the other hand, 
entrusted their quarterback duties 
to freshman Kathleen conaty. 

“After we lost a four-year starter 
at quarterback, [Kathleen] has just 
been great,” senior receiver and 
co-captain maddie swan said. “All 
of the freshmen have been unbe-
lievable, really a huge asset to our 
team.” 

Playing in such a big game, 
nerves might be a factor. however 
team chemistry also plays an im-
portant role, which is something 
Pasquerilla West does not lack. 
Five of the Purple Weasel seniors 

met through flag football their 
freshman year, and now they all 
live together off campus. 

“Flag football has been the glue 
that has held us together,” senior 
offensive lineman megan raden 
said. 

The seniors said they are eager 
to get back to the stadium, where 
they played as freshmen. 

“Playing there is unbelievable — 
there’s nothing quite like it,” senior 
linebacker and co-captain breezi 
Toole said. “Just to be on the field, 
where so many amazing people in 
notre dame’s history have played. 
It’s the closest a girl will ever get to 
being on the notre dame football 
team and definitely the coolest 
thing I’ve done since I’ve been at 
this school.”

While Pasquerilla West’s road to 
the stadium has been rather easy, 
winning by an average of 22.5 
points, ryan’s has been more of an 
uphill battle. 

After a tie with Pangborn in 
the regular season, the Wildcats 
found themselves down in their 
semifinal game against them. In 
the end, ryan pulled out a 19-13 
victory.

“We were really able to stay 
calm the whole game,” senior of-
fensive lineman and co-captain 
Andrea carlson said. “The first 
game against [Pangborn], we got 
a little flustered after they scored 
on us, but [Tuesday] we were really 
able to come back.”

Players on both teams said their 
semifinal games were far and 
away their favorite moments so far 
this season. 

“coming off of a tie with 
Pangborn was very frustrating,” 
swan said. “We really came out 
with a vengeance and showed we 
could succeed.”

For the Purple Weasels, their 
semifinal had a single season-de-
fining moment. 

“We had a one-armed catch by 
freshman receiver monica busse,” 
Toole said. “Just a huge play that 
reminded me of why I love playing 
flag football so much.” 

All of the Pasquerilla West se-
niors said they agreed their flag 
football careers had been a fun 
ride.

“Playing with these girls and 
watching the freshmen experi-
ence this great of a season has 
been inspiring,” senior safety 
maria harmon said. “It has been 
such a blessing.”

While both teams have enjoyed 
the season, they did not forget they 
are playing for a championship 
sunday.

“Pasquerilla West is a great 
team,” conaty said. “We need to 
focus on what we’re going out there 
to do and play to our strengths.”

Contact Brian Plamondon at  
bplamond@nd.edu 

West 

AMY ACKERMANN | The Observer

Pasquerilla West was the only team to win ever game it played this 
season, including the victory shown here against Lyons on Sept. 29.
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There are several defini-
tions of “new music.” For the 
most part, “new” means the 
project was just released, as 
in “it just came out this past 
Tuesday and I had to refresh 
my browser at midnight be-
cause I couldn’t go to sleep 
without listening to it.” 

“New” is a relative term for 
radio DJs across the country, 
as in “check out this new song 
from J. cole coming up next.” 
No sir, “crooked Smile,” is 
not new. It’s in fact, far be-
yond the point of starting to 
get old. 

But to me this past week, 
“new” is something that I just 
discovered. To everyone else, 
an album that came out in 

2012 is not even close to new. 
A lot of Tame Impala fans 
have had their latest album 
on repeat since its release, 
but for me it might as well 
be new. I came across it this 
week, and therefore to me, it’s 
new.

But man how I’ve missed 
out. 

I’ve always had a soft spot 
for the psychedelic/surfer/
space rock and this hits the 
spot. The Australian band, 
led by do-it-all frontman 
Kevin parker, sounds like it’s 
something straight out of the 
‘60s with their newest release. 
It’s parker who practically re-
corded the entire album on 
his own — bass, guitar, vo-
cals, drums, keys.

Think mgmT or Surfer 
Blood or even the “Lucy in the 
Sky with Diamonds” Beatles 

but stripped down and more 
chaotic. It just sounds like 
it belongs on the latest FIFA 
soundtrack. I’d imagine it’s 
the music Forrest gump is 
partying to for nearly half the 
movie. 

The sound is pretty out 
there, I’ll admit. But you can’t 
really hate it. It’s easy to vibe 
to or to have on in the back-
ground and, if you listen 
closely, the lyricism isn’t bad 
either. It’s even hit the main-
stream a bit over the past 
year. The 12-track project was 
voted as 2012’s Album of the 
year by “Rolling Stone” and 
“NmE” among a few others. 

One of the more popular 
songs is “Elephant,” which 
has been featured on the hit 
show “girls” as well as that 
Blackberry commercial that 
plays during ad breaks of 

football games. It’s pretty 
different than the rest of the 
album with a bassline that 
sounds like it comes from the 
Black Keys, but nonetheless 
it has turned into an album 
favorite. 

my personal favorite from 
the album is the upbeat, yet 
melancholy “why won’t They 
Talk To me?” Simple and 
fluid, the track is one of the 
more bare-bone tracks on the 
album, but transmits a nice 
vibe with a hypnotizing cho-
rus and a Vampire weekend-
esque back beat. 

A ‘60s-sounding album is 
new? yeah, to me and hope-
fully to you when you give it 
a listen. 

“Lonerism”
Artist: Tame Impala

Record Label: Modular Recordings

Genre:  Psychedelic Rock, dream pop

                  Andrew Gastelum  
                     Editor-in-chief

By JIMMY KEMPER 
Scene writer

with “Surrender to the Fantasy,” 
magik markers take us to the nonsen-
sical, artistic realm of noise rock with 
drifting psychedelic vibes, crashing 
dissonance and ingenious creativity 
that could only come from an under-
ground American hipster band. 

It’s been a long time since they’ve 
rocked-and-rolled or whatever it is they 
do. Four years, in fact. magik markers’ 
last release was 2009’s “Balf Quarry,” 
before which they bombarded the mu-
sic industry with a steady stream of 40 
releases in the form of cD-Rs, 7-inch re-
cords and singles. Since then, the group 
has largely been silent, dispersing from 
their former connecticut home base 
and starting families. That is, until 
“Surrender to the Fantasy,” by far one of 
the most unconventional albums of this 
year.

“Surrender to the Fantasy” is a unique 
piece, combining modern effects, 
mind-bending psychedelic energy and 
traditional noise rock in a bizarre whirl-
wind of emotions. The album kicks off 
with “crebs,” a quirky piece submerged 
in distortion and lingering trails of 
static. Singer Elisa Ambrogio croons, 
“Everything about me feels so free,” a 
testament to how the rest of the album 
goes. Liberated of traditional notions of 
tonality, harmony or high production 
value, “Surrender to the Fantasy” gives 
magik markers a chance to explore 
deeper, fantastical music than normally 
afforded on the modern album. 

After “crebs,” the magik markers 
jump into “Acts of Desperation,” a track 
with a fun psychedelic groove and a 
wandering heart. Following this up is 
“Bonfire,” a rather strange reflection 
of the American bonfire party, filled 
with rocking dissonance and a hearty 
drumbeat. 

From this opening trio, the tone of 
“Surrender to the Fantasy” quickly 
shifts to a darker, mind-warped, lacka-
daisical mood with “mirrorless,” one 
of my personal favorites on the album. 
The guitar on this track echoes against 
the grainy distortion and makes for a 
song that is almost catchy on this record 
without rules. Another highlight from 
the album includes “American Sphinx 
Face,” a song featuring a heavy bass 
line and a hypnotic drone that creates 
a darkly psychedelic environment and a 
sublime atmosphere. This song also has 
some of the most prominently strange, 
political lyrics, such as “In America 
every man is a king/ There is no good 
king except for a dead king,” and “I’m 
American, like the dream.” 

“young” is by far one of the biggest 
standouts on this number. It’s a stripped 
down, acoustic ballad that exposes a 
more raw,  emotionally expressive type 
of creativity than what is found on the 

rest of the album. 
Overall, I’m not entirely sure how 

I would recommend this album. 
“Surrender to the Fantasy” definitely is 
not a record for mainstream audiences, 
but it was never really meant to be. If 
you are curious and looking for some-
thing different from the typical albums 
released these days, give it a listen or 
two. It’s not an album that you will im-
mediately fall in love with, but rather 
one that grows on the listener over time. 
The band does at times feel similar to 
its noise rock predecessors, but magik 
markers have developed a sound that 
is an evolution of the genre, thanks to 
the incorporation of modern technol-
ogy. If you are an advocate of this very 
niche subgenre of music, definitely give 
“Surrender to the Fantasy” the atten-
tion it deserves. 

Contact Jimmy Kemper at                       
jkemper2@nd.edu



Freshmen revamp 
college hoops

college basketball has been in 
a slump the last few years. Last 
season was the lowest-scoring 
in the sport since 1952, the one-
and-done rule has led to a lack of 
consistent stars and conferences 
have been torn apart due to 
decisions made with football in 
mind. Even the NcAA itself ac-
knowledged its product needed 
a boost by making rules this 
offseason that restrict contact on 
defense in an effort to increase 
scoring. 

while it’s too early to tell if the 
new rules will be a success, one 
factor has already helped this 
season become one of the most 
entertaining in recent memory: 
an outstanding freshman class. 
Traditional powers like Duke, 
Kentucky and Kansas are all 
spearheaded by diaper dandies 
who have thus far more than 
lived up to the hype.

Some basketball players, like 
LeBron, blow you away with 
their athleticism and physical 
domination, while others get by 
on guile and hard work. Some 
players work quietly like Kevin 
Durant, not always wowing you, 
but always putting up shockingly 
big numbers in the box score. 
Duke freshman forward Jabari 
parker’s style seems to be to have 
the most fun possible. 

parker has been the most im-
pressive freshman thus far, not 
only because he can do every-
thing, but also because he looks 
like he enjoys doing everything. 
with 22.4 points, 8.8 rebounds 
and 2.0 blocks per game, parker 
has immediately become Duke’s 
alpha dog. 

If the Blue Devils need a rim 
protector, parker can get six 
blocks like he did against East 
carolina on Tuesday. Need a 
three-point shooter? parker is 
shooting 65 percent on the sea-
son and making almost three 
per game. 

And best of all, he does it all 
with a smile on his face. Even 
in Duke’s loss against Kansas 
and fellow freshman phenom 
forward Andrew wiggins, parker 
was the most impressive player 
on the court, scoring 27 points 
before fouling out. 

whether or not parker can 
keep up this pace the rest of 
the season remains to be seen, 
but he’s already achieved the 
impressive feat of making Duke 
likable, so anything is possible.

Over at Kentucky, one-and-
done players have been routine 
the past few years, but never to 
the extent they are this year. On 
Sunday against Robert morris, 
the wildcats started five fresh-
men for the first time in school 
history, and almost all those 
freshmen promise to be high 
draft picks. 

Of all their young stars, for-
ward Julius Randle has carried 
the bulk of the burden so far. 
A stout 6-foot-9, Randle only 
has one mode when he’s on the 
court: attack. unlike parker, he 
doesn’t seem happy to be play-
ing. he seems angry, chasing 
after the ball like it stole from 
him. his relentless tenacity has 
allowed him to average 20.8 
points and 13.4 rebounds per 
game, but has also led to over 
three turnovers per game for the 
big man. 

But the reward is well worth 
that extra risk, as Randle showed 
when he nearly singlehandedly 
led Kentucky to a comeback win 
with 27 points and 13 rebounds 
in a 78-74 loss to now-No. 1 
michigan State last week. In 
an age when the stretch-four is 
replacing the traditional post 
player, Randle has a refreshing 
throwback style similar to power 
players like moses malone.

Finally, there’s wiggins. After 
an offseason where he was 
hyped as the next LeBron and 
the no-brainer first overall pick, 
wiggins has had a quiet start to 
the season. he’s averaging “only” 
17.0 points and 6.0 rebounds per 
game, and hasn’t stood out as 
much as the previously-men-
tioned freshmen. unlike parker 
or Randle, no emotion encapsu-
lates his on-court demeanor, and 
this has led some to question 
wiggins’ motor. 

Anyone who declares him 
overhyped, however, is clearly 
overreacting, because wiggins’ 
performance thus far has been 
just as impressive as any other 
player’s in the nation. wiggins’ 
raw numbers may not be off-the-
charts like the other top fresh-
men’s, but unlike parker and 
Randle, he is not being asked to 
be a ball dominator, because the 
Jayhawks have enough return-
ing firepower to run a diverse 
offense. 

Furthermore, wiggins beat 
parker head-to-head, scoring 
22 points and holding parker to 
just eight points in the second 
half. while wiggins may not 
have grabbed hold of the nation’s 
attention yet like we expected 
at the start of the year, I have a 
feeling he’ll be at center stage in 
march.

All of these players would 
have been the No. 1 pick in most 
drafts in the past decade, so it 
will be interesting to see who 
is eventually selected first. For 
now, everyone should sit back 
and enjoy the show that is this 
college basketball season. It may 
be a while before we see another 
season like this. 

Contact Casey Karnes at 
wkarnes@nd.edu 
 The views expressed in this 
Sports Authority are those of the 
author and not necessarily those 
of The Observer.

Casey Karnes
Sports writer
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024 South Dining Hall. Deadline for next-day classifieds is 3 p.m. All classifieds must be prepaid. The 
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all classifieds for content without issuing refunds.

For renT
Roommates needed to share spa-

cious furnished owner occ. home 
300 yds from campus. Incls. new lg 
flatscreen w/ cable, WiFi, washer, dry-
er. 3 lg bdrms, lg closets. Spring sem,, 
summer session or short lease avail-
able. I can email pics. 574-360-0588 
jdavgond@sbcglobal.net.

“Then” by Brad Paisley 
“I remember trying not to stare the 
night that I first met you. You had me 
mesmerized. And three weeks later 
in the front porch light, taking 45 
minutes to kiss goodnight, I hadn’t 
told you yet, but I thought I loved you 
then. Now you’re my whole life; now 
you’re my whole world. And I just can’t 
believe the way I feel about you, girl. 
Like a river meets the sea, stronger 

than it’s ever been, we’ve come so far 
since that day, and I thought I loved 
you then. And I remember taking you 
back to right where I first met you. You 
were so suprised. There were people 
around, but I didn’t care. I got down on 
one knee right there. And once again 
I thought I loved you then. But now 
you’re my whole life. Now you’re my 
whole world. And I just can’t believe 
the way I feel about you, girl.”

ND CROSS COuNTRY

Irish to race at NcAAs
By ALEX WILCOX
Sports writer

Looking to build off the 
success the team sustained 
at last week’s great Lakes 
Regional championships, the 
Irish wrap up their season at 
this weekend’s NcAA cham-
pionships in Terre haut, Ind.

men’s coach Joe piane said 
the regional meet was his 
team’s best performance of 
the season. The men came in 
third overall thanks to two 
top-10 finishes by graduate 
student Jeremy Rae and se-
nior martin grady, and the 
women took fourth behind 
senior Kelly curran’s third-
place finish.

“The goal every year is to 
get to the NcAAs and the ob-
jective at that meet is to do 
whatever it takes to get qual-
ified, and we did that,” piane 
said. 

Only the top two teams 
receive the automatic bid to 
the NcAA championships, 
but both the men and the 
women’s teams qualified for 
an at-large bid. while this 
was no guarantee, women’s 
head coach Tim connelly 
said that his girls expected 
to qualify.

“I don’t know that [the girls 
were] happy because they 
expected it,” connelly said. 
“we’ve gotten to the point 
— and it’s like that at every 
sport here — where the ex-
pectation is you’re going to 
the NcAA meet. Some teams 
put it on their schedule hop-
ing to get there, and teams 
like us put it on the schedule 
expecting to be there.”

connelly has his lineup 
set with curran, senior 
Alexa Aragon, juniors gabby 
gonzalez, Emily Frydrych 
and hannah Eckstein, and 
sophomores molly Seidel 
and Sydni meunier. Running 
on the men’s side are Rae, 
grady, graduate student J.p. 
malette, junior Jake Kildoo 
and sophomore michael 
clevenger, but piane said he 
is still deciding between se-
niors pat Lesiewicz, walter 
Schafer and sophomore Tim 
Ball for the final two spots.

Regardless of who runs 
on Saturday, piane has high 
expectations for his team. 

he wants a top-15 perfor-
mance from his team and 
believes Rae and grady have 
the potential to be named 
All-Americans.

“They know now that they 
can do it,” piane said. “what 
would be equivalent to be-
ing third at regionals would 
be maybe top-15 [at NcAAs] 
and that would be a great 
performance. There’s over 
310 Division I cross-country 
teams, to get [to NcAAs] 
you have to be in the top 10 
percent. Now we’re talking 
about being in the top half 
of that elite group, the top 
five percent of all Division I 
cross-country teams. That’s 
pretty good.”

while piane was very 
pleased with the men’s per-
formance, connelly said the 
women will need to continue 
to improve in order to be suc-
cessful in their final meet of 
the season.

“we have to do a bet-
ter job of running togeth-
er and tightening up from 
two to four,” connelly said. 
“[curran] had a great race 
and she’s been racing that 
way most of the year, so she 
expects to go into nationals 
and run just as well. where 
we need to improve is two, 
three, four and five. we need 
to have a tight group. Friday 
things were spread out and 
we weren’t quite as strong as 
we expected to be.”

In addition to pointing 
out improvements his squad 

needs to make, connelly also 
laid out the training plan for 
the week.

“we want to make sure 
they’re sharp and fresh,” 
connelly said. “we’ll leave 
[wednesday night], we’ll run 
[Thursday], jog the course 
on Friday and then race on 
Saturday. we’re trying to 
keep it the same as the rest 
of the season. when you go 
into any big championship 
meet, the more normal you 
can make it, the better.”

After what connelly de-
scribed as a roller-coaster 
season filled with subpar 
performances and a myriad 
of injuries, he is thankful the 
team gets one more shot to 
pull everything together and 
right the ship.

“you’re going somewhere 
and you look on a map, and 
you get in the car and you 
decide you’re going to use 
the gpS, and somehow you 
get there, even if it wasn’t 
the way you expected to get 
there on the map,” connelly 
said. “That’s how this sea-
son’s been for us. we’re 
there, so we’ve got one more 
opportunity.”

The Irish will conclude 
their 2013 season at the 
NcAA championships on 
Saturday at noon and 1:15 
p.m. at the wabash Valley 
Family Sports center in Terra 
haute, Indiana.

Contact Alex Wilcox at  
awilcox1@nd.edu 

GRANT TOBIN | The Observer

Irish sophomore Michael Clevenger strides during the Notre Dame 
Invitational at Notre Dame golf course on Oct. 4.



By SAMANTHA ZUBA
Sports writer

The No. 6 Irish travel Saturday 
to penn for a game in the iconic 
palestra gymnasium.

Notre Dame (3-0) rarely plays 
the Quakers (0-1), but Irish coach 

muffet mcgraw said penn’s loca-
tion and its famous gym are huge 
draws. 

“we played them here [in South 
Bend] two years ago,” mcgraw 
said. “we’re returning the team 
for the chance to go east close to 
where [junior guard] madison 
cable and [freshman guard] 
Lindsey Allen are from and for a 
chance to see the arena. It is such 
an iconic arena in basketball.” 

The palestra stands on penn’s 
campus in philadelphia and has 
hosted more college basketball 
games than any other gymnasium 
in the country since it opened in 
1927. The palestra frequently hosts 
NcAA tournament games, and a 
greek professor at penn named 
the arena after a greek term for 

athletic spaces.
The Irish and Quakers last 

played on Dec. 2, 2011, a 69-38 Irish 
win at purcell pavilion. 

“I thought it was a pretty good 
game,” mcgraw said. “They gave 
us a really good game, and they’ve 
got some of those players back. 
They’ve got a veteran team and a 
lot of really good guards.”

One of those guards, senior 
Alyssa Baron, averaged 16.9 points 
per game as a sophomore in the 
2011-12 season, but the Irish held 
her to seven points. The Quakers 
have only played one game this 
year, a 56-51 loss to St. Francis 
Brooklyn, and Baron scored nine 
points in that game.

Freshman center Sydney 
Stipanovich and junior forward 
Katy Allen provide size for penn, 
and each scored 12 points in 
penn’s season opener.

The road game is Notre Dame’s 
first of the season, and it will be the 
first regular season collegiate road 

trip for the freshmen.
“I think it’s always interesting 

to see how freshmen react to their 
first road game,” mcgraw said. 
“The veterans have done it before, 
so we expect them to know.”

Though the penn matchup is a 
non-conference affair, this season 
marks the first time the Irish travel 
for an Acc schedule. But mcgraw 
said she does not anticipate dras-
tic changes or new challenges due 
to travel.

“It’s almost identical to the 
Big East,” mcgraw said. “For the 
Big East schools, it was about an 
hour-and-15-minute flight to each 
school. In the Acc, we have to go 
to Florida State and miami, so we 
have that one long trip, but the 
average is about [90 minutes]. It’s 
about the same travel time-wise.”

But there have been changes for 
the Irish. Allen has been asked to 
step up at point guard for Notre 
Dame and is one of the team’s vo-
cal leaders in her freshman season. 

So far, Allen has shot 61.9 percent 
from the field and averaged 11.0 
points per game. She has comple-
mented her own scoring with nine 
assists, and mcgraw said she sees 
only upside in the young guard.

“[She is] way ahead of schedule,” 
mcgraw said. “She has exceeded 
my expectations already in terms 
of her ability to pick up the offense 
and understand the offense and 
be able to run the team. I think 
she’s doing a fantastic job. The 
upperclassmen help her a lot. It’s 
great having four starters out there 
that have experience. I’m really 
pleased with her shot selection, 
her defense and her leadership. 
… She gets better every game. I’m 
looking forward to seeing what 
she’ll do this season.”

Notre Dame and penn take the 
court Saturday at 3 p.m. at The 
palestra in philadelphia.

Contact Samantha Zuba at  
szuba@nd.edu
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Irish embark on first regular season road trip

ND VOllEYBAll

By KATIE HEIT
Sports writer

After defeating Virginia Tech 
3-1 on wednesday, the Irish will 
try to continue their momentum 
against Virginia today at 4:30 p.m. 

at purcell pavilion. 
with only one day between 

matches, Irish coach Debbie 
Brown said the transition would be 
a tough one for the Irish. 

“I think you just ride the good 
feeling,” Brown said. “It’s going to 
be a lot of mental things, looking 
at film from how they played last 
weekend and seeing the adjust-
ments we can make and hopefully 
there’s some momentum to carry 
us into [tonight].” 

Though Virginia Tech (21-10, 9-8 
Acc) and Virginia (15-13, 8-8) have 
different strengths, Brown said she 
thinks the level of competition be-
tween the two teams will be very 
similar. 

“I think they’re pretty close,” 
Brown said. “It’s going to be a high 
level and it’s going to be fun.” 

Against Virginia Tech, the Irish 
(12-16, 6-11) fought hard for their 
victory. After dropping the first set 
25-20, Notre Dame was able to rally 
and take the win.

“I think we just knew it was time 
to fight,” freshman middle blocker 
Simmone collins said. “we want-
ed this home court win, we knew 
that we deserved it and we prac-
ticed hard for it. I think it was just 
something that we owed ourselves 

and we just went out there and got 
it.” 

In the final three sets, the Irish 
won only one by a margin greater 
than three points. The Irish used 
much of their bench and gave sev-
eral players a chance to contribute 
to earn the win, and Brown said 
having so many people participate 
drives the team forward. 

“you get more people involved 
and they feel good about their con-
tribution to the team,” Brown said. 
“we did have good contribution re-
ally from everybody [wednesday].”

The last time they faced Virginia 
on Oct. 27, the Irish took the first set 
25-23 before dropping the next two 
by eight and 10 points, respectively. 
Notre Dame battled in the fourth 
set but couldn’t pull through, tak-
ing a 25-23 hit and losing the match 
3-1. 

The cavaliers have split their 
contests with three wins and three 
losses, all against conference op-
ponents, since their first meeting 
with Notre Dame. Entering today, 
they are on a two-match losing 
streak after falling to both Nc State 
and North carolina last weekend.

Contact Katie Heit at  
kheit@nd.edu

ND prepares for Virginia

CAROLINE GLENCO | The Observer

Irish sophomore Toni Alugbue passes the ball during Notre Dame’s 
3-1 win over Virginia Tech on Nov. 20 at Purcell Pavilion.

NDSmcOBSERVER.cOm | FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2013 | ThE OBSERVER 11spOrTs



pAID ADVERTISEmENT

pAID ADVERTISEmENT

hOCkEY

Irish scramble to fill holes in lineup
By ISAAC LORTON
Sports writer

with a depleted roster, the No. 
6 Irish look to overcome reigning 
hockey East conference cham-
pion No. 13 umass-Lowell in a 
two-game weekend series at the 
Tsongas center in Lowell, mass. 

Notre Dame (8-3-1, 2-1-1 hockey 
East) will travel to Lowell miss-
ing five of its regulars, including 
four forwards. On the offensive 
side, freshman Vince hinostroza, 
sophomores Thomas Dipauli and 
Stephen Fogarty and junior mike 
Voran will be unable to play. Junior 
Eric Johnson will be the sole blue-
liner missing the game.

“we are at the bare bones right 
now,” Jackson said. “we are travel-
ling with everyone that is healthy. 
... we played three lines all Friday 
[against merrimack], it’s not going 
to be possible this weekend. we 
can’t. There are no TV timeouts 
Friday night, so we’re going to have 
to play four lines because there is 
not time to take a breather.” 

Jackson said freshman defen-
seman Ben Ostlie practiced this 
week at right wing, freshman left-
wing Ali Thomas will play at left 
wing, while junior walk-on Joe 
Aiken will get the chance to play 

at center on Notre Dame’s fourth 
line. 

“Ben Ostlie, at least he has had 
a week to practice at forward,” 
Jackson said. “Ali Thomas, I am 
fine with. I think he has shown 
some positive signs. we are just 
going to have to see if Joey Aiken 
can handle the pace. That’s the 
biggest question.”

For the past two years, Aiken 
has played interhall hockey and 
Notre Dame club hockey. Aiken 
tried out for the Irish his freshman 
and sophomore years, but did not 
make the team. This year Aiken 
had more success and Jackson 
said he plans to have Aiken play 
against the River hawks (8-4-0, 
2-1-0).

“[Aiken] made the team for 
a reason,” Jackson said. “Our 
thoughts [on Aiken making the 
team] were for exactly the situ-
ation we’re in here. we’re going 
two forwards short from having 
lineup right now. ... Joey Aiken 
was a guy that never I anticipated 
would probably play for us. But 
I never say never because you 
never know how a kid will develop 
over time.”  

In addition to the thin roster, the 
Irish will be up against a physical 
umass-Lowell team. The River 

hawks made it to the Frozen Four 
last season and began this season 
ranked No. 1. umass-Lowell re-
turned 21 of its letter winners from 
the 2012-2013 season.

“They’re very strong and they’re 
very physical in the defensive 
zone,” Jackson said. “They are very 
difficult to play against. ... So I ex-
pect that it will be a real challenge 
for us.”

River hawks sophomore for-
ward Adam chapie and junior 
forward Scott wilson share the 
team lead with nine points apiece. 
chapie has tallied six goals and 
three assists this season, while 
wilson has two goals and seven 
assists. The River hawks have nine 
players with two or more goals on 
the season.

“In the offensive zone, they cycle 
the puck really well,” Jackson said. 
“They are kind of like a half-court 
team that plays real solid defense. 
They are hard to play against. ”    

In a hockey East matchup of 
ranked opponents, Notre Dame 
looks to take the two-game series 
at the Tsongas center in Lowell, 
mass. on Friday at 7 p.m. and 
Saturday at 4 p.m.  

Contact Isaac Lorton at  
ilorton@nd.edu

Follow us on Twitter @ObsSportsEditor
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to town following an 86-73 
loss to cal State Fullerton 
on Saturday. Through three 
games, Santa clara has aver-
aged 82 points and nearly 20 
3-point attempts per contest. 

“That 3-point line is the great 
equalizer in this game,” Brey 
said. “Sunday was a great ex-
ample where we couldn’t con-
trol it and we got our backsides 
beat. Santa clara is scoring the 
basketball. If you look, they’re 
scoring in the 80s. That scares 
me.”

Freshman guard Jared 
Brownridge leads Santa clara 
in scoring at 20.3 points per 
game. Brownridge, who hails 
from Auroura, Ill., also leads 
the team in minutes, while 
shooting at an efficient 52.9 
percent clip. From beyond the 
arc, the 6-foot-2, 195-pounder 
is 11-for-23. 

“They’ve got guys that can 
make shots. So if it’s one of 
those nights, we have to be 
aware of the arc,” Brey said. 
“Sometimes your help-side de-
fense suffers because you’re so 
aware of the arc. we’re going to 
have to pay attention to detail 
on 3-point shooters. I thought 
we were a step slow challeng-
ing 3-point shooters, even ear-
ly in the game [Sunday].”

Offensively, Brey said the 
Irish need to cultivate more of 
an interior presence. graduate 
student center garrick 
Sherman and graduate stu-
dent forward Tom Knight com-
bined to play 24 minutes and 
score four points against the 
Sycamores. Reserve sopho-
more forwards Zach Auguste 
and Austin Burgett notched six 

and three points, respectively. 
“we have to have a post pres-

ence,” Brey said. “we didn’t 
get enough of a consistent 
one from any of our bigs on 
Sunday. But we can’t aban-
don it. we have to keep com-
ing back because throwing it 
down there is part of how we 
play basketball.”

Brey said he has been 
pleased with the responses 
from Sherman and Knight dur-
ing the week in practice.

“They’ve been pretty good 
and played with a little edge 
about them that I don’t think 
you could create without a 
loss,” Brey said. “They need to 
get started on Friday night and 
not look over at the bench, not 
look over at me. They can’t be 
under the quick hook thing.”

Brey added the best way for 
the big men to garner more 
minutes is to rebound effec-
tively. The Irish have an aver-
age rebounding margin of +2.7 
through the first three games.

Brey also said he still doesn’t 
know who will start in the 
frontcourt Friday night. As a 
team, all 10 players in the ro-
tation will get a shot, he said, 
thought not necessarily every 
night.

Army (1-3) is coming off back-
to-back losses to Delaware and 
NJIT. Sophomore guard/for-
ward Kyle wilson is the only 
Black Knight scoring in double 
figures. The reigning patriot 
League Rookie of the year aver-
ages 17.5 points per game.

Notre Dame hosts Santa 
clara at purcell pavilion on 
Friday at 9 p.m. and returns 
to square off against Army on 
Sunday at 2 p.m.

Contact Mike Monaco at  
jmonaco@nd.edu

M Basketball
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full mobility, won’t even be able to 
end his year on the sidelines.

“I can’t go out to practices, doc 
said it’s not good for me to be 
standing around,” Nix said. “So 
I’ll just go into the locker room 
and wait around, communicate 
with my guys and just be there for 
them. 

“I mean, that’s tough too be-
cause I love being on the side-
line. I love being in Notre Dame 
Stadium, and a lot of people do. 
Just being out there is exciting and 
it won’t be the same in the locker 
room. But my guys know and ev-
erybody knows the reasons why, 
and I’m with them in spirit.”

Nix’s parents will still travel to 
South Bend to participate in se-
nior day ceremonies before the 
game. 

“I’m happy for them because 
they get to share something spe-
cial with me, just being at this 
great university, ‘cause they 
know it turned my life around.” 
Nix said. “I had a lot growing up, 
a lot of issues, a lot of things that 
could have happened to me and 
it didn’t. And I chose to come here 
and it changed my life for the best. 
So that’s a special moment for my 

family.” 
Nix has one year of eligibility 

remaining but will complete his 
degree in December. he is ranked 
among the top 15 draft-eligible 
prospects by multiple sources, but 
Nix said he is not yet ready to make 
a decision regarding his future. 

“I don’t know what to consider,” 
he said. “This is a great place, a 
great university and it’s done a lot 
for my life. I feel like if I did come 
back it would still do numerous 
things for me and it would help 
me out. So there’s a lot of choices 
on both sides, but at this time, I’m 
not even thinking about it. 

“I don’t think either decision 
is wrong. … This is a great place, 
and I enjoy all my experiences: my 
highs, my lows, here.” 

Nix will most likely not be able 
to travel with the team for its final 
regular-season game at Stanford 
on Nov. 30, but will do his best to 
make his presence felt in the lim-
ited way he can.

“I battle for my teammates, and 
I play hard for them,” Nix said. 
“And this hurts me because I can’t 
do anything, but at this point I’m 
just going to try to be the biggest 
cheerleader and support my guys 
on the sidelines.”

Contact Joseph Monardo at  
jmonardo@nd.edu

Nix
cONTINuED FROm pAgE 16
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The Badgers bring great talent 
to the field, and though playing 
against that talent is a concern for 
the Irish, it is not their primary fo-
cus heading into Sunday. 

“After the successful season, 
winning the regular season cham-
pionship and a let down in Acc 
tournament, we are mainly just 
concentrating on our strengths 
and not worrying about our op-
ponents as much,” ciccairelli said. 

Focusing on its core strengths 
all season, Notre Dame earned 
not only the third seed in the 
tournament, but also home field 
advantage. 

“The nice thing about a top-
four seed is you get to play all your 
games at home, granted that you 
win,” clark said. “There’s no class 
missed, all your familiar things 
for practice are available, and the 
home fans are there to watch. 
There are a lot of advantages of be-
ing a home team.

“The tricky thing is you have to 
win the games,” clark said with a 

laugh. 
The Irish entered the NcAA 

tournament last season ranked as 
the No. 1 seed, and unexpectedly 
lost to No. 16 seed Indiana (8-11-2) 
in the third round at home.  

“I think last year being ranked 
No. 1 was such an accomplish-
ment that we kind of overlooked 
how good every team was in the 
tournament, so I think this year 
coming in a lot more humble even 
though top four and home field,” 
ciccairelli said. “These teams we 
are going up against did not have 
bad seasons, and I think we are 
very humbled from last year and 
we know that now heading into 
the tournament this year.” 

That sense of humility is the full 
force behind the Irish as they head 
into their first game of the NcAA 
championship. 

“we are taking it one game at a 
time,” clark said. 

The Irish face wisconsin in 
the second round of the NcAA 
championship on Sunday at 
Alumni Stadium at 7 p.m. 

Contact Kit Loughran at 
kloughr1@nd.edu

M Soccer
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too slow or too casual, they 
really come after you with 
pressure.”

The western michigan de-
fense allows just .859 goals per 
game, which will challenge an 
Irish offense that has struggled 
in the latter half of the sea-
son, averaging only 1.22 goals 
per game since September. 
waldrum said the team spent 
most of their week off prepar-
ing for this challenge. 

“we’ve just tried to continue 
to get better and work on the 
attacking third,” waldrum 
said. “we’ve really struggled all 
season in that area. In the Iowa 
game we were quite good at 
creating attacking opportuni-
ties for ourselves, so we’re try-
ing to build on that and work 
on our set pieces. The deeper 
we get in the tournament the 
more important free kicks and 
corner kicks will become as 
the defenses get better. Even 
though we scored four against 
Iowa, I think we can still get 
more out of our forwards.”

In particular, waldrum said 
he wants his team to avoid dig-
ging an early hole for them-
selves. Against Iowa, the Irish 
fell behind 1-0 in the first five 
minutes off a free kick.

“western michigan is a team 
like Iowa,” waldrum said. 

“They bring pressure in the 
first 20 minutes. If you give 
up an early goal, it’s hard to 
play down. we need to come 
out with speed early on in the 
game.”

waldrum said his team is 
not taking western michigan 
for granted, but they have are 
aware of a looming matchup 
with No. 3 seeded michigan 
should they win. michigan (16-
3-1, 9-1-1 Big Ten) plays Illinois 
State immediately following 
Notre Dame’s match. 

“It’s the first time in a few 
years that we’ve been to 
michigan,” waldrum said. 
“They’ve built a new facility, 
so no players of ours have ever 
played here before. Friday’s 
game is at a neutral site so that 
shouldn’t be a problem, but if 
we’re lucky enough to get to 
Sunday, depending on who 
advances, we could be deal-
ing with a home-field advan-
tage for them. mostly though, 
we’re taking the approach that 
Friday is another game and an-
other job.” 

The Irish take on western 
michigan on Friday at 4 p.m. in 
Ann Arbor, mich. in the second 
round of the NcAA champion-
ships. Should they win, they 
will advance to play the winner 
of the michigan-Illinois State 
game on Sunday.

Contact Greg Hadley at  
ghadley@nd.edu

w Soccer
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Irish senior forward Vince Cicciarelli pushes the ball forward during 
Notre Dame’s 1-1 (2OT) tie with North Carolina on Sept. 8.
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(Answers tomorrow)
DUNCE CHAMP SWITCH SQUASHYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: He was running behind with his mustard 
deliveries and needed to do this — CATCH UP

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

NPUED

ACYED

KOIROE

TEFDIT

©2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

Fi
nd

 u
s 

on
 F

ac
eb

oo
k 

ht
tp

://
w

w
w

.fa
ce

bo
ok

.c
om

/ju
m

bl
e

Ans:

CONTROllED ChAOS | hILLARy mANgIAFORTE

SOLUTION TO WEDNESDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid
so each row, 
column and 
3-by-3 box
(in bold borders)
contains every
digit, 1 to 9. 
For strategies on
how to solve
Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2012 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.
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Level: 1 2 3 4

CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: carly Rae Jepsen, 28; Jena malone, 29; mi-
chael Strahan, 42; goldie hawn, 68.

Happy Birthday: you will be receptive to new ideas and plans. Learn all you can 
and incorporate what you enjoy the most into your everyday routine. Finding 
pleasure in what you do and the people you associate with will make the differ-
ence between enjoying life and trying to get through each day. you have options 
and must choose what’s best for you. your numbers are 1, 8, 16, 22, 35, 41, 44.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): A change in your living arrangements must be made 
with caution. protect your possessions from theft, loss or damage. A problem with 
someone you work with must be averted before it escalates into a problem that 
cannot be fixed. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): get together with friends or colleagues who share 
your concerns and interests. Forming a partnership for either personal or profes-
sional reasons will complement what you are trying to accomplish. A romantic 
evening will leave you feeling optimistic. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): you may be willing to take a chance, but before you 
jump in, question your motives as well as the reason why others are taking part. 
uncertainty coupled with misinformation is apparent, and caution must be taken 
to avoid loss. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Let your feelings be known. The more you share, the 
greater a response you will receive. Love is on the rise, along with closing deals, 
making promises and getting what you want. Enjoy the moment and reach for the 
stars. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): wait and watch. It’s not up to you to interfere with what 
others want to do. go about your business and make personal changes that will 
help you excel in an area that suits your needs and future prospects. put yourself 
first. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Strive for satisfaction and reaching your personal goals. 
Set your destination and include the people you enjoy spending time with most. 
personal achievements will be reached, and self-improvement projects will make 
you feel good. A romantic encounter is in the stars. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t feel forced to make a decision if you are uncertain. 
problems in your personal life due to overindulgence will lead to worry. Setting a 
budget or rules to live by will help you feel confident enough to make a choice. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): make your way to the winner’s circle. Trust in your 
ability and go full-tilt toward your goals. Ask and you will receive. Set plans for a 
special outing with someone you love and it will bring you closer together. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21):  Don’t meddle or exaggerate. work on personal 
progress, not on trying to improve others. change is good, but only if it benefits 
everyone involved. proceed with caution and do your best to control your temper. 
Treat loved ones with respect. you cannot buy love. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): hone your skills and show everyone what you’ve 
got to offer. your intense drive and desire to get things done will raise your profile, 
giving you a better chance to advance. Romance is heightened. Enjoy the one you 
love. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): put your money into something that shows growth 
potential. Avoid joint ventures or relying on hearsay for guidance in the right 
direction. Fact-finding, coupled with the wherewithal to adapt to change, will lead 
to victory. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): you are in control and can advance personally, pro-
fessionally and financially if you trust your intuition. contracts are favored, along 
with partnering with someone who has benefited you in the past. Romance is in 
the stars. 

Birthday Baby: you are thoughtful, caring and complex. you are a traditionalist.
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By MIKE MONACO
Sports Editor

After losing Sunday for the 
first time at home during the 
month of November in the 
mike Brey era, the Irish return 
to purcell pavilion on Friday 
night to square off with Santa 
clara. Notre Dame will close 
out the weekend at home 
against Army on Sunday.

Notre Dame (2-1) fell to 
Indiana State, 83-70, on 
Sunday afternoon, dropping 
them out of the Ap top 25. The 
loss snapped a 48-game home 
winning streak in November 
with Brey at the helm of the 
Irish program. Notre Dame, 
which hadn’t trailed at any 
point in its first two games 
of the season, only led the 
Sycamores (2-1) for three 
minutes and 37 seconds.

“I think your sense of ur-
gency goes up when you get 
beat like that,” Brey said. “I 
think we’ve got guys that 
have been around a while and 
we’ve got guys that have taken 
punches before. These veter-
ans have taken punches. One 
of the things you talk about 
on monday is what is our 

bounce-back mode? we’ve 
never had to really deal with it 
in November. But now we do. 
Let’s use it as a teaching mo-
ment to see how we respond.”

The Irish responded this 
week with a pair of early-
morning workouts — the 
first coming at 6:30 a.m. on 
monday. Brey said he has 
tried to be less vocal and 
let the players’ leadership 

— including that of captains 
senior guard Eric Atkins and 
junior guard/forward pat 
connaughton, as well as other 
upperclassmen — take over. 

“what I like this week is 
we’ve played pissed off, which 
is a good trait to have after a 
loss,” Brey said.

The Broncos (2-1) come 

FOOTBAll

Nix out for the season
By JOSEPH MONARDO
Associate Sports Editor

Irish senior nose guard Louis 
Nix will miss the remainder of 
the season after undergoing sur-
gery on a torn meniscus yester-
day morning, Irish coach Brian 
Kelly said in his media briefing 
Thursday.

“Louis Nix had surgery today 
to repair a meniscus that is one 
that has been troublesome for 
him,” Kelly said.

The 6-foot-2.5, 342-pound de-
fensive lineman played in Notre 
Dame’s most recent contest, a 
28-21 loss to pittsburgh, but had 
missed the two previous games, 
wins against Air Force and Navy. 
Team surgeon Dr. Brian Ratigan 
performed the surgery after a 
second opinion from noted or-
thopedic surgeon Dr. James 
Andrews confirmed the neces-
sity of an intervention.

“I didn’t think my week 
would go this way,” Nix said. 
“Throughout the week, my leg 
was just painful and then [I] was 
just communicating with the 
doctors, and told them how I felt, 
got treatment and we kept going 
and going. But it continued to 
hurt.”

Nix has 27 tackles on the sea-
son, two tackles for loss and two 
passes batted at the line. The 

Jacksonville native has 90 tackles 
and 2.5 sacks for his career and 
has compiled a number of honors 
and awards throughout his ca-
reer. A third-team All-American 
last season, Nix entered 2013 
on the maxwell and Bednarnik 
awards watch lists, given annual-
ly to the most outstanding player 
and the top defensive player, 
respectively. 

“Suffice to say that he battled 
through this knee injury and 
just could not answer the bell.” 
Kelly said “… Very disappointing 

for him, but again, I think what 
he’s done for our program and 
what he has battled through, 
we’ll remember him as a great 
teammate and what he’s tried to 
accomplish here these past few 
weeks in trying to get out on the 
field. And we all know what he’s 
accomplished in helping us build 
success on the field.”

Now the outstanding senior, 
whose recovery time will last at 
least six weeks before he resumes 

MEN’S BASkETBAllND wOMEN’S SOCCER

Irish host Santa Clara, ArmyND charges into 
second round

By GREG HADLEY
Sports writer

After a dominant 4-1 win 
over then-No. 25 Iowa at home 
on Nov. 15, No. 23 Notre Dame 
travels to Ann Arbor, mich. this 
Friday to square off against 
an upset-minded western 
michigan in the second round 
of the NcAA championships. 

The Irish (12-7-1, 7-5-1 Acc) 
exploded offensively against 
the hawkeyes, reaching their 
highest output since a 5-0 vic-
tory over maryland on Sept. 26. 
Irish coach Randy waldrum 
credits the deluge to the week’s 
worth of training the Irish had 
to prepare for the hawkeye de-
fense. The squad has had an-
other week off since the first 
round, which gives waldrum 
confidence heading into Friday.

“Our training [this week] 
has been as great as it was 
before Iowa,” waldrum said. 
“[wednesday’s] practice in 
particular was phenomenal. 
It reminds me a lot of the 2010 
[NcAA] championship team. 

we seem to hit our stride once 
the tournament starts. Our 
practices have been so con-
sistently good and we feel re-
ally confident heading into this 
game.” 

The Broncos (11-5-5, 10-2-2 
mAc) are also coming off an 
impressive first round. playing 
on the road, they took down 
second-seeded marquette 1-0, 
making marquette the high-
est seed to be eliminated in the 
first round. waldrum said his 
squad cannot afford to focus 
too much on any individual 
player on the Broncos.

“They’re more of a collective 
team,” waldrum said. “In the 
past month we’ve played some 
teams with some really tal-
ented star players. From what 
we’ve seen, western michigan 
has had their success based on 
their organization. They work 
together and press the ball very 
well. we have to be very good 
in our ball movement and our 
speed of play. If we come out 

MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Irish senior guard Eric Atkins drives down the court during Notre 
Dame’s 74-62 win over Miami (Ohio) on Nov. 8 at Purcell Pavilion.
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MEN’S SOCCER

Notre Dame sets 
sights on wisconsin
By KIT LOUGHRAN
Sports writer 

After earning the No. 3 seed for 
the 2013 NcAA championship 
and a first-round bye, the No. 
1 Irish (12-1-6) take on No. 19 
wisconsin (13-4-2) in the second 
round of the tournament Sunday 
at Alumni Stadium. 

Notre Dame heads into the 
game after a tough 4-3 loss in pen-
alty kicks to No. 10 Virginia (10-4-
5) in the Acc semifinals, following 
the 3-3 draw in regulation Friday. 

“The game [against Virginia] 
was officially a tie, but it really felt 
like a loss because we were in a 
position to win the game on sev-
eral occasions,” Irish coach Bobby 
clark said. “I think that the re-
sult of that game will spur us and 
drive us on all the more for the 
tournament.” 

Despite the disappointing fin-
ish for the Irish in the Acc tourna-
ment, the team took the early loss 
as learning experience as they face 
wisconsin. 

“we’ve watched the game 
from Virginia, and we have gone 
through and picked out what we 
did well,” junior forward Vince 
ciccairelli said. “we need to 

stick to what we do well [against 
wisconsin]. we know what works 
for us, and we are focusing on 
playing our game.” 

The Badgers face the Irish af-
ter a first-round 1-0 win over 
milwaukee (15-2-2) on Thursday 
and a preceding 2-1 loss to 
Northwestern in the quarterfinals 
of the Big 10 tournament on Nov. 
13. This is wisconsin’s first ap-
pearance in the Big Dance since 
winning the national title in 1995. 

“The biggest challenge in facing 
[the Badgers] are them coming to 
South Bend,” ciccairelli said. “The 
environment and weather are 
usually an advantage here for us, 
but they are coming in as outsiders 
used to the cold.

“we need to stick to them early 
and show them it’s our home field.” 

with that attitude, the Irish 
prepare to combat the Badgers’ 
midfield and attack, which is 
led by redshirt senior midfielder 
Tomislav Zadro, junior midfielder/
forward Jacob Brindle and red-
shirt sophomore midfielder Luc 
Kazmierczak, as well as the Badger 
defense, guided by senior defender 
paul yonga. 

see m SOccER PAGE 14

ALLISON D’AMBROSIA | The Observer

Irish senior defensive lineman Louis Nix rushes the quarterback 
during Notre Dame’s 17-13 win over Michigan State on Sept. 21.
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