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‘To believe amidst the unbelievable’

Theology professor visits Rwanda to explore a family’s search for God from the 1994 genocide

By TORI ROECK

Associate News Editor

Editor’s note: This is the first
installment in a three-part se-
ries discussing the Rutagengwa
family’s search for God from the
1994 Rwandan genocide in light
of their trip back to Rwanda in
December. To remain true to
their experience, this piece con-
tains graphic content.

To mark the 20th anniversary
of the 1994 Rwandan genocide,
in which 1 million people were
killed in 100 days, a group in-
cluding theology professors
Fr. Dan Groody and Fr. Virgil
Elizondo and project coordina-
tor for the Institute of Latino
Studies Colleen Cross accom-
panied survivors Jean Bosco

Rutagengwa and Christine
Rutagengwa to their home
country in December to ex-
plore the search for God during
genocide.

Groody, who organized the
trip, said its goal was to bring
together a “community of
friends” to address the issue of
finding God in seemingly hope-
less situations.

“We wanted more than to
just see a pious Band-Aid over
a very painful, difficult reality,”
Groody said. “We wanted to see
how people really helped re-
build their lives after such vio-
lence ... and how you begin to
think about that theologically.”

Groody, whose primary

see RWANDA PAGE 4
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Fr. Dan Groody stands with survivors of the 1994 Rwandan genocide in December. While in Rwanda,
Groody visited victims’ memorials and met with community leaders seeking to rebuild their country.

Judicial Council hosts election debate

By EMILY McCONVILLE

News Writer

The candidates for student
body president and vice president
squared off in a debate Monday
night ahead of Wednesday’s elec-
tions. The debate, which took
place in the LaFortune Student
Center basement, was organized
by the Judicial Council’s Election
Committee.

After an opening statement,
the three tickets — junior Olivia
LaMagna and sophomore Rohan
Andresen, freshmen  George
McCabe and Sean Campbell, and

juniors Lauren Vidal and Matt
Devine— each answered five ques-
tions from the Election Committee.

Andresen, who currently serves
asSiegfried Hall'sSenator, described
several of his and LaMagna’s initia-
tives, including opening classes in
certain departments to students
who are not majors and instituting
a student advocate during Student
Activities Office planning.

Devine, who served as director of
the Gender Issues Department last
year, described his and Vidal’s plat-
form as “personalizing the Notre

see DEBATE PAGE 5
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Candidates for student body president and vice president debate
Monday in anticipation of Wednesday’s elections.

Week highlights alumnae memories

By EMILIE KEFALAS

News Writer

Editor’s note: This is the sec-
ond installment in a three-
part  series  exploring the
unique characteristics of Saint
Mary’s alumnae, leaders and
places on campus in honor of the
College’s annual Heritage Week.

Linda Kawecki, member
of the class of 1979 and the
Alumnae Board of Directors,
said Saint Mary’s Heritage Week
celebrates the College’s history
by highlighting the stories of its
alumnae.

NEWS PAGE 3

Kawecki said one of the most
important traditions for her
during her time at the College
was a special gift-exchange be-
tween her and her hall mates.
This tradition has persisted for
38 years, she said.

“My favorite memory is from
my freshman year ... 1975,” she
said. “I was in a quint in Holy
Cross and the five of us (plus a
friend who lived down the hall)
became quite close our first se-
mester. We wanted to celebrate
a special ‘family’ Christmas
before leaving campus for the
holidays.

MY GRAMMY

CONUNDRUM

VIEWPOINT PAGE 6

“The night before we depart-
ed, we ate dinner together in the
dining hall and then went back
to our room where there were
30 gifts around our little two-
foot tall Christmas tree. We had
agreed to buy each other gifts
that cost less than one dollar.
This was before ‘dollar stores’
or the Internet or even decent
merchandise in our campus
bookstore which literally had
books and was in the basement
of Le Mans.”

You had to put a lot of thought
into a gift that only cost a dollar,
and those gifts were some of the

SCENE PAGE 8

most creative and thoughtful
I've ever given or received for
Christmas. It was such a special
time to celebrate our friend-
ships that are still strong 38
years later.”

Lynn Nelson, a nursing ma-
jor and a graduate of the class
of 1982, said she remembers
the connections she made her
freshman year while living in
Regina Hall, which was once a
first-years only dorm.

“Freshman year was very
stressful,” she said. “Being away

see HERITAGE PAGE 4

7
MEN S BASKETBALL PAGE 16

Smoke
forces
students
out of
building

Observer Staff Report

A fire alarm forced students to
evacuate DeBartolo Hall briefly
Monday morning.

The alarmwentoffat 11:10 a.m.
and students and faculty were al-
lowed back into the building at
11:23 a.m. after fire fighters sig-
naled the area was clear. Classes
resumed normally after students
returned to the building.

Bruce Harrison, Notre Dame
Fire Department fire chief, said
the call was smoke-related, due
to smoke in the ventilation sys-
tem of the building. There was no
fire, Harrison said.

Harrison said maintenance
work on the heating and air
conditioning system caused the
smoke.

Students began to smell smoke
in their classrooms shortly before
the alarm went off.

WOMEN’S TENNIS PAGE 16
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UESTION OF THE DAY:

Have a question you want answered?
Email obsphoto@gmail.com

If you could win a gold medal in an Olympic sport, which sport would it be?

Amanda Leung
junior

Lyons Hall

“Rhythmic gymnastics.”

Jeff Marino
freshman
Zahm House

“I'wanna be ping-pong
champion.”

Mark Ambrose
senior
Zahm House

“Curling.”

4 Niall Cochrane

senior
Off campus

“Swimming 400 IM.”

freshman

junior

Rex Shannon

Zahm House
“200-meter dash.”

Kevin Leuck

Dillon Hall
“Luge or bobsled.”

ZACH LLORENS | The Observer

Jared Lee, a freshman in Zahm, logs onto Facebook. The popular social networking website was founded on Feb. 4, 2004, and cel-
ebrates its 10th year anniversary today.

THE NEXT FIVE DAYS:

Tuesday

Human Rights Lecture
Hesburgh Center for
International Studies
12:30 p.m.-2 p.m.

With Dr. Christopher
McCrudden.

Lecture: Don
Drakeman

Innovation Park
5p.m.-7p.m.

On new medicines and
biotech companies.

Wednesday

Career and
Internship Fair
Joyce Center
4p.m.-8p.m.
Professional dress
recommended.

Play: “As You Like It”
Washington Hall

7:30 p.m.-9 p.m.
Shakespeare’s famous
comedy with London
Stage actors.

Want your event included here?
Email obsnews.nd@gmail.com

Thursday

Love Languages
Coleman-Maorse
Center
12p.m-Tp.m.
Which of five love
languages fits you?

Concert: Piano
DeBartolo Performing
Arts Center

7 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Bach, Schubert with
Daniel Schlosberg.

Friday

Hospitality Lunch
Geddes Hall

1145 a.m.-1p.m.

$5 donation benefits
St. Margaret’s House.

Lasagna will be served.

Meyo Invitational
Loftus Sports Center,
Meyo Field

4 p.m.-10:30 p.m.
Track and Field,

continues on Saturday.

Saturday

Met Opera: “Rusalka”
DeBartolo Performing
Arts Center
Tp.m-3pm.

Dvorak’s opera about
mermaids, live in HD.

Film: “The Act of
Killing”

DeBartolo Performing
Arts Center

9:30 p.m.-11:30 p.m.

A chilling piece.
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Saint Mary’s students dialogue about
propoganda, hate speech in Chicago

By HALEIGH EHMSEN

News Writer

Last weekend, 10 Saint
Mary’s students attended
the What You Do Matters
(WYDM) Summit at the
Field Museum in Chicago.

Students from Chicago
area universities and Saint
Mary’s engaged in dialogue
about the Holocaust, pro-
paganda and hate speech,
while inspiring students
to recognize the way con-
temporary society is still
dealing with the aftermath,
first-year Molly Franklin
said.

Franklin said based on
her application for the
summit organizers con-
tacted her prior to the con-
ference about speaking on a
student panel Saturday, the
first day of the conference.

Her youngest brother
was diagnosed with autism
when he was two years old,
and Franklin said she began

her advocacy for the special
needs community when she
was in middle school.

“I imagined a situation
where someone would say
[‘retarded’] to my brother,
and he would understand it
and be hurt by it,” Franklin
said.

When Franklin applied
for the WYDM Summit she
had not expected to be con-
tacted to speak, but it was
because of that request she
said she learned how im-
portant her work for the
special needs community
is.

“I never really thought
about what I was doing as
work,” Franklin said. “But I
realize that there are whole
communities dealing with
hate speech.”

Franklin said she spoke
on a panel of three other
students who had faced and
worked for varying causes
on their campuses includ-
ing LGBTQ issues and

Holocaust denial.

The WYDM Summit cov-
ered a variety of issues
and propelled students to
thinking about what action

“Propaganda is
still a huge issue.
People are afraid
of what they
don’t understand
and the special
needs community
needs more
understanding.”

Molly Franklin
first-year

needs to be taken on their
own campuses with a clos-
ing session creating action
plans, she said.

Franklin said she learned
about the issue of contem-
porary propaganda and
how to engage in effective

dialogue. During the con-
ference, dialogue was
defined as a process of gen-
uine interaction through
which human beings listen
toeach other deeply enough
to be changed by what they
learn, she said.

“It is important that we
talk about dialogue be-
cause it’s not something
that we utilize enough,”
Franklin said.

At the end of the con-
ference Franklin said she
took away valuable lessons
and hopes to be able to
apply them to her experi-
ence in the special needs

community.

“Propaganda is still
a huge issue,” Franklin
said. “People are afraid

of what they don’t under-
stand and the special needs
community needs more
understanding.”

Contact Haleigh Ehmsen at
hehmse0l@saintmarys.edu

Students celebrate Chinese New Year
with performances, traditional food

By WEI LIN

News Writer

Professors and  students
showcased their talents during
the Chinese program’s annual
Chinese New Year Celebration
on Friday in the LaFortune
Student Center, including sto-
ry telling, performances and
games.

Visiting  assistant  profes-
sional specialist in the East
Asian Languages and Culture
Department Wei Wang, who
helped to plan the event, said
the goal of the celebration was
to commemorate the most im-
portant Chinese festival and
cultivate  students’ cultural
awareness of the holiday, the tra-
dition and the history behind it.

“[The event was] an oppor-
tunity for our students to show
their talent in Chinese, ignite

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

their peers’ interest, meet and
make friends with other Chinese
students and communicate with

“It’s hard being
away from home
during Lunar
New Year’s. This
celebration
reminded me
somewhat of
home and it’s
comforting”

Lucy Du
sophomore

instructors outside the class-
room,” she said.

Another purpose for the cel-
ebration was to allow students
from  higher-level Chinese

Rovyal Fxcursion
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to Chicago Midway
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www.goREEL.com

courses to be role models for the
beginners, Wang said.

“The overarching theme was
to unify the students and in-
structors, which will further
improve cooperation and team
spirit for the instructors,” she
said.

The opening video was a com-
pilation of professors and stu-
dents giving their best wishes
for the Lunar New Year, followed
by duets, dances and comedic
skits. Seniors Eric Brumleve
and Diana Xu told the story of
the Lunar New Year and the ori-
gins of the traditions. Freshman
Kelia Li and sophomore Nathan
Troscinski sang the Mandarin
Chinese adaptation of the song
“Let It Go” from the Disney mov-
ie “Frozen.”

Three level-based choruses
performed throughout the cel-
ebration, consisting of Chinese

language students of various
levels.

Wang said almost all of the
students learning Chinese ac-
tively participated in the event,
whether singing in the choruses
or participating in the games
such as Chinese Charades and
Ping-Pong Relay. Ho Ping House
provided catering services for
the entrees and Oriental Market
provided the Chinese snacks,
Wang said.

Sophomore Lucy Du does not
take Chinese but she said she
has a Chinese background.

“I'mreallyhappytheyplanned
this,” Du said. “It's hard being
away from home during Lunar
New Year’s. This celebration re-
minded me somewhat of home
and it’s comforting.”

Contact Wei Lin at
wlind@nd.edu.

Follow us on Twitter.
(@0ObserverNDSNC
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SMC
explores

faith
and law

By MACAILA DeMARIO

News Writer

Faculty and students gath-
ered for the first lecture in the
Spirituality Monday series, spon-
sored by the Saint Mary’s Center
for Spirituality, to hear justice ed-
ucation professor Adrienne Lyles
Chockley share insights on the
relationship between spirituality
and law in the Student Center.

Lyles Chockley said she defines
her personal spirituality as an
“internal life directed by con-
fident faith, passion, transcen-
dence and revelation of God.”

This notion of spirituality in-
fluences her legal career, she
said.

“Spirituality guides power in a
very healthy way,” she said.

Lyles Chockley said she acted
as an advocate for rape victims
while living in California. Sexual
assault is an issue that “men and
women address together,” she
said.

Lyles Chockley said during her
time as alegal advocate for needy
clients, she witnessed callings
that told her where she needed to
be and guided her to help people.
Some of these callings directed
her to attend Notre Dame over
a free alternative institution, to
start her own legal practice and
to start a social justice initiative
in Benton Harbor, Mich., she
said.

Although her goal was set on
obtaining her legal degree, Lyles
Chockley said she strongly sup-
ports the idea of being an equal
to the people she serves. She also
said she believes being a power-
ful lawyer entails more spiritual
ability.

“Ex-offenders lack a connec-
tion to something greater to
themselves,” she said.

“Spirituality can make at-
torneys better practitioners of
the law.” Lyles Chockley said
she wants to be more than an
attorney.

“What can we do as a com-
munity to make sure everyone’s
fundamental human rights are
enforced and not just the rights
that you have on paper or the
rights you have on agreement
with another party,” she said.

The next talk in the series
features biology professor Tom
Fogle discussing the connections
of spirituality to biology, to take
place Thursday, Feb. 13, and the
final installment features chair
of the Social Work Department
Frances Kominkiewicz discuss-
ing the relationship between
spirituality and social work
Monday, Feb. 17.

Contact Macaila DeMario at
mdemario0l@saintmarys.edu
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Rwanda

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

researchareaismigration theol-
ogy, said Christine Rutagengwa
reached out to him two years
ago after he gave a talk about
Rwandan refugees. She intro-
duced Groody to her husband,
Jean Bosco Rutagengwa, who
wanted to write a book about
the search for God from his per-

“As I started
hearing people’s
stories, I became
more and more
quiet, and then
once you start
hearing these
things, you're just
speechless. And
by the end you’re
crying.”

Fr. Dan Groody
Theology professor

sonal experience seeking refuge
in the Hotel Mille Collines, also
known as the Hotel Rwanda.

“I said, “‘Where was God for
you during that time?”” Groody
said. “And [Jean Bosco] says,
‘Well, I remember one instance
in particular where they cut
off all the water sources and
we had started to drink out of
the swimming pool. And at one
point there was no water left,
but amidst our desperation that
we thought we were going to
run dry, it then started to rain.
God for me was in the rain.”

The Rutagengwas, whose
daughter Fiona Rutagengwa
is a freshman at Notre Dame,
spent 40 days in the Hotel Mille
Collines, the inspiration for the
movie “Hotel Rwanda,” where
more than a thousand Tutsi ref-
ugees sought shelter during the
genocide, Groody said.

During the trip, the group
stayed at the hotel — the
Rutagengwas’ first visit there
since they fled 19 years ago —
and visited important memori-
als for genocide victims, Groody
said.

“When you go out to these
memorials, they had all kinds
of different models,” he said.
“One would [display] the skulls
and the bones, and you can
just pick them up. They’re right
there. And then there were oth-
ers where they would say, ‘Here
are the vaults, and there are
200,000 people in this vault,
200,000 people in that vault. ...
It wasn’t as graphic as the first
model.

“The third, which was really
disturbing [showed] how
they died, and then they took
thislime and they basically pre-
served the bones, some of which
still had hair on them. The most
disturbing one was I think the
rape. You'd see this woman who
had been raped and kind of
thrown into this pit.”

The group also visited
Christine Rutagengwa’s child-
hood parish, the site of a brutal
killing spree, Groody said.

“It’s a church that is a memo-
rial for the genocide, and in the
back it’s just skulls and bones,”
he said. “[Christine] said, ‘This
iswhereIwentto Sundayschool.
This is where they rounded up
my mother and my sisters, and
they macheted and threw gre-
nades and they macheted 5,000
people in a couple of hours.

“Some French brigade group
trained the killers how to kill
1,000 people in 20 minutes.”

Groody said churches were
popular targets for those carry-
ing out the genocide.

“There were previous geno-
cides in Rwanda, but in those
previous times, people fled to
the churches for refuge, literally
for protection,” he said. “But
this time, the killers knew they
were going to do that, so then
they targeted the churches,
then rounded them up there
and threw grenades in there
and hacked them to death or
took their kids, their babies, and
smashed their heads against
the wall. The numbers were just
astronomical.”

Groody said he held Mass at
many of the memorials, includ-
ing the place where Jean Bosco
Rutagengwa’s mother was
buried.

Alongtheway, Groodysaid the
group met people who proved
that new life had emerged in
Rwanda, including a nun who
had harbored 22 refugees in
her house during the genocide.
Despite her best efforts, the kill-
ers found them and murdered
them, even burying one person
alive, he said.

“This dog they had was a very
mean dog, but the dog one day
— after they had killed [the ref-
ugee| and put him in this grave
— the dog kept whimpering and
crying, and he kept going back
and forth between the grave
and the house,” Groody said.

“What he was trying to say
is there’s somebody still alive
there. And [the nun’s] comment
was that in many ways, this dog
showed more humanity than
the people, which is interesting
for my work because when I ask
migrants what is the hardest
part about being a migrant, one
of them said it’s being treated
like you're a dog.

“But in this case, it even takes
that further that sometimes a
dog can be even more human
than people or show more hu-
manity than human beings do.”

Groody said even though the
nun suffered terrible losses, she
also said she had a responsibil-
ity to cultivate goodness.

“She said, when we asked
‘What is the message of Rwanda
for the world?” ‘Rwanda de-
scended lower than anyone
could possibly go. As a human
community, we went lower
than anybody could possibly
go,”” Groody said. “Neighbor
turned against neighbor. People
in the same church started kill-
ing each other, parents against
children. We went so low that
you couldn’t get any lower.’

“But it was from that point
that she realized that her mis-
sion was to be a messenger
of light and hope and to put

goodness back on its throne.”

Groody said he also met a
priest named Fr. Jerome who
sought to rebuild his commu-
nity after the genocide.

“[Fr. Jerome] realized that he
had to do more than keep say-
ing Mass for people,” Groody
said. “He started a support
group, and they came in and
started telling their story. He
says the stories were all the
same. ‘They killed X, Y and Z.
Why did God let this happen?’
Because it’s very hard for people
to get beyond their own pain
and suffering.

“But he said at one point he
asked them, ‘Was there any-
thing good that happened at
any time during the genocide?
Did you experience anybody do
a good act for you or anything
that you feel grateful for?” And
he says that kind of opened a
door and it just changed the
perspective and people began
talking about where God was in
the midst of that.”

Groody said hearing these
survivors’ stories changed the
way he approaches finding God
in hopeless places.

“Before I left, I had a lot of
questions,” he said. “When we
got there and started talking to
people, I began analyzing it. We
got further into the questions to
try to understand things.

“As 1 started hearing peo-
ple’s stories, I became more
and more quiet, and then once
you start hearing these things,
you're just speechless. And by
the end you're crying. You just
don’t have words that even be-
gin to touch this. Youreally kind
of have to shift your theology in
a way from just saying, ‘Where
was God?’ to ‘Where were we?””

Jean Bosco Rutagengwa wrote
abook about his search for God,
framed around life, death and
resurrection, to be published
later this year, and Groody said
the group is working to release

“There are living
witnesses that
bear testimony
to a God of life in
midst of death”

Fr. Dan Groody
Theology professor

a documentary about their trip
to be released around the 20th
anniversary of the genocide in
April.

“The greatest takeaway for
me is that there are living wit-
nesses that bear testimony to
a God of life in midst of death,
and whose own ability to be-
lieve amidst the unbelievable is
a compelling narrative of how
God is with us, even amidst the
most challenging situations we
face,” he said. “It’s one thing
if we say this from places like
[Notre Dame], and it’s another
thing when you’re with peo-
ple who say it from places like
[Rwanda].”

Contact Tori Roeck at
vroeck@nd.edu

Heritage

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

from home, trying to meet new
friends — only one other girl
from my high school attended
my year and we were only ac-
quaintances — [was difficult].
Regina was the ‘freshman
dorm, so most of us were in
singles. This actually worked
well since most of us left
our doors open to meet oth-
ers.”1982 Saint Mary’s alumna
Mary Jane Klein said she rel-
ished her time in the Regina
singles as a first-year.

“Freshman year was so
full of new adventures, some
fun-filled and some groan-in-
ducing,” she said. “Living in a
single in Regina Hall was defi-
nitely a fun-filled adventure.
You got to know everyone on
your floor, because when you
were in your room doors were
left open to encourage anyone
and everyone to stop in and say
hello.

“Every student had their
own phone in their room with
a cord long enough to just be
able to pull the phone into the
hall. Without cordless phones,
we developed our own version
of voice mail. When you were
out of your room, you left your
phone on the floor in the hall
soifit rang, any girl within ear-
shot would answer it and write
the message on your door’s
message board.”

Mary Lederer, also a mem-
ber of the class of 1982, said she
cherishes the time in which
she strengthened her faith in
the company of her classmates
during weekday massed.

“I remember slipping into
the LeMans chapel at noon
on weekdays for daily mass,”
she said. “Fr. Murphy would
be the celebrant, and I would
find a number of my Saint
Mary'’s friends already there. I
remember how great it was to
have the opportunity to take a
few minutes during the day to
pray and refocus on what was

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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important. My friends who
were there were great inspira-
tions to me as they were women
of strong faith and character. I
think attending those masses
in LeMans helped to influence
my faith life for many years to
come.”

Klein said of the most vivid
memories of her years at Saint
Mary’s includes an unforget-
table encounter with a Notre
Dame legend.

“My boyfriend and I had fin-
ished studying at Notre Dame’s
library late one night and were
walking through the middle
of campus on our way to the
grotto for a quick prayer,” she
said. “It was a clear, cold win-
ter evening and there was no
one else walking about. As we
strolled toward the adminis-
tration building, my boyfriend
was telling me how it was said
that [University President
Emeritus] Fr. [Theodore]
Hesburgh (then, president of
Notre Dame) often worked in
his office until late at night and
if you looked hard, you could
see the light on in his office.

“As we got nearer to the
building, we stopped talking
abruptly, and looking up to
the front steps of the admin
building saw a tall figure, all in
black, descend. Before we knew
it, we were face to face with Fr.
Hesburgh. He stopped to greet
us and shook our hands as we
recovered from our shock and
introduced ourselves. After
some brief words, he went on
his way, leaving wondering
how it happened that we were
walking that path at the same
[time] he should come out of
his office.

“The darkness of that night,
the lateness of the hour, and
the honor of meeting such a
Notre Dame legend without
another soul around makes it a
Saint Mary’s memory that will
forever stay with me.”

Contact Emilie Kefalas at
ekefal01@saintmarys.edu
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Dame experience,” using existing
structures to institute new policies
and to continue those that work.

“Our platform stems from look-
ing at what the individual student
experience is, looking at the clubs
and organizations and how stu-
dent government can facilitate
that and expanding it into the
world too,” Devine said.

LaMagna, who is currently the
junior class president, said she
and Andresen would improve stu-
dent government by working to be
accessible and instituting some
reforms, including changing the
transition procedures for student
government positions.

“We want to make sure thatkids
are poised so that they can suc-
ceed from the second they get into
office and finish out their term and
be able to plan all the way through
the semester,” LaMagna said.

Vidal, who served as student
union  parliamentarian  last
year, said she and Devine would
improve student government
through “policy and program-
ming,” including incorporating
medical amnesty into Du Lac.
Devine said he and Vidal also plan
to increase transparency within
student government.

LaMagnasaid sheand Andresen
would improve student-commu-
nity relations by increasing aware-
ness of downtown events and
businesses and working with other
student organizations such as The
Bridge Project.

“There’s an extremely culturally
rich community that’s so close to
our campus, and by interacting
with them in a more regular and
normalway, I think thateverybody
can have a better Notre Dame ex-
perience,” LaMagna said.

Devine said he and Vidal would

increase interaction with the com-
munity by bringing farmer’s mar-
kets and other businesses to “quad
markets” on campus. Vidal said
they would also increase service
opportunities, including creatinga
“29 for 29” program in which each
dorm would “adopt” alocal under-
privileged family.

“There are hundreds of fami-
lies who are both in and out of the
Center for the Homeless specifi-
cally who would really love help
from students like us, as simple
as getting a Christmas tree and
decorating it, getting donations
and presents and making them a
meal,” Vidal said.

LaMagnasaid sheand Andresen
would continue the current sexual
assault prevention initiatives by
focusing on prevention, including
creating a mid-semester presen-
tation for freshmen and naming
male-female co-chairs on the
Gender Issues Department.

“Gender issues and sexual as-
sault is not a one-way discussion,”
LaMagna said. “Is shouldn't be
weighed bywomen who think that
it's their issue or men who think
that it’s their thing to fight. We
need to make sure the conversa-
tion is two-sided. We want to make
sure that everybody feels like it is
theie issue because it’s everyone’s
issue.”

Devine, citing his experience in
the Gender Issues department and
the Committee for Sexual Assault
Prevention, said he and Vidal
would continue the current ad-
ministration’s programs, working
with the University and students
toraise awareness.

“Wereally love the grassroots ef-
fort that [student body president]
Alex [Coccia] has made with the
prayer services, which is an initia-
tive of the student government, but
also the bystander training. We
think that’s essential when talking

about these things.”

Also on the ballot were McCabe
and Campbell, whose platform
consisted of making class regis-
tration more complicated, creat-
ing a study abroad program in
Zahm House for Saint. Mary’s stu-
dents, asking Belmont Beverages
to accept flex point, and making
Wrangler Jeans the athletic appar-
el sponsor. Each of their initiatives
was met with cheers from Zahm
Houseresidents.

“Obviously were more con-
cerned about our own needs than
your needs, so let’s just get that out
of the way,” McCabe, who wore an
Easter Bunny costume to the de-
bate, said.

Kathryn Peruski, the Judicial
Councils Vice President of
Elections, said she was pleased
with the student turnout.

“There were a lot of people
there, which is always nice that
people came out. ... [ was really
impressed,” Peruski said. “The
candidates obviously had great
answers for what we were looking
for, and I'm hoping that the stu-
dentswho cametolisten gotalot of
information from them. It was also
publicity for the election, which is
the ultimate goal, to get people to
comevote.”

Freshman Olivia Till said the
debate showed her next year’s stu-
dent government would bein good
hands.

“I thought that it was pretty ob-
vious which candidates were here
to be serious and which were here
tobe comicrelief,” Till said. “Ireally
appreciated the people that took a
lot of time on their platform, and
I think that we're really lucky that
we have student leaders that have
such a clear vision for what they
want to do on campus.”

Contact Emily McConville at
emcconvl@nd.edu

Syrian regime
escalates airstrikes

Associated Press

BEIRUT — The Syrian govern-
ment extended its intense aerial
campaign against rebel-held ar-
eas of the northern city of Aleppo
on Monday, conducting a series
of airstrikes that killed at least 18
people, including five children,
activists said.

President Bashar Assad’s air
force has pounded opposition ar-
eas of the divided city since mid-
December, reducing apartment
blocks to rubble and overwhelm-
ing already strapped hospitals
and medical clinics with the
wounded. On Sunday, govern-
ment aircraft also targeted areas
of east Aleppo under rebel con-
trol, killing nearly 40 people.

Monday'’s air raids hit the dis-
tricts of Hanano, Qadi Askar
and Mouwasalat, the Britain-
based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said. The group,
which monitors the conflict
through a network of activists
on the ground, said helicopters
dropped crude bombs — barrels
packed with explosives, fuel and
scraps of metal — on the neigh-
borhoods, causing immense
damage.

Amateur videos posted on-
line provided a window on the
carnage.

In one clip from Hanano, resi-
dents frantically dig through
the shattered blocks of concrete
and twisted metal strewn across
the street in search of survivors.
A man stumbles as he carries a
wounded boy wrapped in a blan-
ket, his arm and face covered in

blood. Further down the street,
the facades of buildings have
been torn off by the bomb.

In a second video, two men
place the shredded remains of
a body onto a carpet. Another
body covered in a blanket lies in
a pool of blood on dusty pave-
ment. Nearby, two women rock
back and forth as they wail over
a third body.

The videos appeared genu-
ine and corresponded to other
Associated Press reporting of the
events depicted.

The Syrian government has not
relented in its bombardment of
rebel-held areas of Aleppo since
launching what appeared to be a
concerted aerial campaign there
late last year. Over a two-week
stretch in December alone, ac-
tivists say airstrikes killed more
than 500 people.

Syria’s opposition has pointed
to the air raids as evidence that
Assad has little interest in peace
despite sending a delegation to
Switzerland last week for U.N.-
sponsored negotiations aimed
at ending the nearly three-year
uprising. The first round of talks
failed to secure any meaningful
agreement other than to meet
again later this month for more
talks.

Since it began with largely
peaceful protests in March 2011,
the Syrian conflict has killed
more than 130,000 people, forced
almost a third of the country’s
prewar population of 23 million
from their homes, and inflamed
sectarian tensions that have jolt-
ed the entire Middle East.

East Coast responds to extreme winter storm

Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — A winter
storm dumped several inches of
wet, heavy snow on parts of the
eastern United States on Monday,
snarling commutes and Super
Bowl fans’ trips home, closing
schools and government offices
and cutting power.

Fat flakes fell in Philadelphia
and New York, creating slushy
sidewalks and streets and all but
erasing all memory of Sunday’s
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temperatures in the 50s. The
storm began moving out of the re-
gion Monday afternoon, making
way for another system expected
to sweep in from the Plains with
ice and snow late Tuesday and
early Wednesday.

The National Weather Service
reported about 8 inches of snow
near Frostburg, Md., while parts of
southern Ohio and West Virginia
got about 10 inches. Totals in the
Philadelphia area ranged from 3
to 9inches; New York saw as much
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as 7inches by 3 p.m.

Government offices,
and schools closed in parts
of Connecticut, Delaware,
Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio,
Pennsylvania and West Virginia,
and scattered power outages were
reported throughout the region.
Speed limits were reduced on
many major highways.

In New Jersey, Gov. Chris
Christie declared a state of emer-
gency with travel conditions haz-
ardous. Nonessential government
employees were dismissed early.

By late afternoon, the flight-
tracking website FlightAware re-
ported more than 4,300 delayed
flights and 1,900 canceled flights
nationwide in cities including
Philadelphia, Newark, N.J., and
New York. Inbound flights to
those airports were delayed one
to three hours because of snow
and ice.

Russ Louderback, of Fishers,
Ind, and his 1l-year-old son
Mason had gone to New Jersey to
see the Super Bowl but suffered a
triple whammy of bad luck: Their
beloved Denver Broncos lost, they
got stuck in an hours-long traffic
jam leaving the stadium and their
Monday afternoon flight home

courts

was canceled.

“Itwas so congested we couldn’t
get out of New Jersey, even though
we left early because our team
lost,” said Louderback, a hotel
executive.

Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer was
among the stranded travelers af-
ter her return flight to Phoenix
was canceled Monday, a spokes-
man said. Brewer attended the big
game as part of the ceremonial
handoff of hosting duties; next
year’s Super Bowl is in Glendale,
Ariz.

Francois Emond, of Alma,
Quebec, arrived at Newark
Airport at 6 a.m. Monday to find
his flight home had been can-
celed. Wearing a Seattle Seahawks
championship hat and an ear-to-
ear smile, he said he didn’t care
about the cancellation or the
weather in light of Seattle’s victo-
ry. He planned to spend an extra
night at his hotel in New York.

“The night will be very short,”
Emond said. “When you win a
Super Bowl for the first time, the
night is very, very short.”

In Connecticut, architect Frank
Emery described messy condi-
tions outside as he stopped at a
coffee shop in New Haven.

“Alot of people must have called
in sick after the Super Bowl,” he
said. “It’s not cleaned up as well as
usual.”

In Philadelphia, the airport ex-
perienced weather delays as long
as four hours Monday morning.
But the flight home for Seahawks
fan George Shiley, of Snohomish,
Wash., remained on schedule at
midday.

Shiley, a Seattle season ticket
holder, had won a lottery for Super
Bowl tickets. He and his buddy
stayed in Philadelphia, about
85 miles southwest of the East
Rutherford, N.J., stadium.

“I'sbeenagreattrip.Ijoked that
‘It’'s Always Sunny in Philadelphia’
— and it was, until today,” said
Shiley, referring to the FX sitcom.

At least two deaths and one
serious injury were blamed on
the storm. In western Kentucky,
where the snow began falling
Sunday, a man died that night
when his car skidded into a snow-
plow. On Monday, a New York City
man was fatally struck by a back-
hoe that was moving snow.

A 10-year-old girl was in serious
condition after she was impaled
by a metal rod while sledding
north of Baltimore.
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BuzzFeed
lessons

Allison D’Ambrosia
Photographer

I'm not a fan of BuzzFeed articles
— or the mock lists like BuzzFeed.
My least favorite one was the list
of the “23 Things To Do Instead of
Getting Engaged before You're 23.”
However, I was recently enthralled
by one that “5 other friends have
posted” on Facebook called “14
Things I wish I Knew Before College”
by Hannah Flom.

While I enjoyed and agreed (most-
ly) with the list Flom assembled,
there is one thing I wish she had in-
cluded — someone else is probably
thinking the same thing. If I were
to add a 15th item to the list (I'm
not sure why she didn’t since 15 is
a more round number, I'm the type
of person who has the TV volume on
intervals of five at all times), I would
add: Even if people don’t express it,
they are probably thinking the same
thing you are.

Is this really that hard of a con-
cept to grasp? People in college
seem so put together most of the
time. However, behind the perfectly
curled hair, the Tie Tuesdays and the
big group of friends you eat with ev-
eryday — if you are not content, not
satisfied or feeling lost — chances
are someone else is too. Or vice-
versa. If you're really happy, you love
your friends and you’ve finally found
your niche, then express that and
share it.

I was sitting at brunch Sunday
with people from each class. The
freshman was recounting her cur-
rent problem separating herself from
her Domerfest group of friends. The
sophomore was wondering how to
tell her friends she will be gone all
of next year studying abroad. The
junior recounted his hardships in
switching friend groups in solidar-
ity and comfort for the freshman
and the senior described his plans
for obtaining a high paying job after
graduation in order to buy the din-
ning hall “knives that actually cut.”

At the end of fall semester my
freshman year, a certain professor
told me I needed to get my act to-
gether and figure out what I wanted
to do with my life. But — no! No I
didn’t and no I do not have to figure
it all out right now.

What I do need to do and what
we all need to do more often is to
express what we are thinking and
feeling. Chances are someone else is
thinking the same thing and talking
through challenges together helps
give you perspective.

It helps you solve them quicker
and perhaps even better than if you
tried doing it all on your own.

Contact Allison D’Ambrosia at
adambr0l @saintmarys.edu

The views expressed in the Inside
Column are those of the author and not
necessarily those of The Observer.

Support for pregnancy at ND

Angela Bermudez
Guest Columnist

In “Pro-life talk but not a pro-life ethic”
(Jan. 29), Elizabeth Pfenson correctly
stresses that a commitment to being pro-
life encompasses support for those women
and men who find themselves facing an
unexpected pregnancy. While, as she men-
tioned in her article, funding for pregnant
graduate students may be insufficient, the
university offers wonderful resources for
undergraduate pregnant and parenting
students.

Notre Dame’s Division of Student Affairs
website says “Keeping with its mission as
a Catholic university, Notre Dame is com-
mitted to offering students resources that
support the choice oflife.” Notre Dame’s
Right to Life, in striving to promote the dig-
nity of all life, recognizes the need to sup-
port students when they find themselves in
vulnerable situations.

Discussions of pregnancy resources
on campus are often enveloped in a sea
of myths. Students assume that preg-
nant students will be kicked out of Notre
Dame, lose their athletic scholarships or
face penalties for their violation of DuLac.
Recognizing the importance of promot-
ing pregnancy resources, ND Right to Life
founded the Parenting Resources commis-
sion. Since its conception, the commission
has collaborated with Student Affairs,

Life Initiatives and other offices on cam-
pus that deal with pregnancy resources
to increase awareness of the available
resources.

In the hopes of debunking these inac-
curate notions, last semester, Notre Dame’s
Right to Life and Student Government
sponsored a pregnancy resource panel
to discuss resources that are available for
pregnant, fathers-to-be and parenting
students on campus. The panel featured
Karen Kennedy and Ann Whitall from
Student Affairs as well as Judy Madden
from Campus Ministry.

All three work closely with students
who find themselves pregnant or whose
significant other is pregnant, to offer loving

support and help them explore their op-
tions. During the presentation, Student
Affairs screened a video that features the
personal testimonies of past Notre Dame
undergraduates who faced an unexpected
pregnancy while attending Notre Dame.
These former students revealed their ini-
tial anxiety about the pregnancy and fear
of being ostracized, which in some cases
led them to contemplate abortion, if only
briefly.

Once theyreached out to the University
and their peers, they were surprised by
the outpouring of support they received
solidifying and affirming their decision to
chose life. They were able to successfully
raise their child and finish their education;
despite the inherent obstacles this situation
presents, the support of the University pro-
vided them with the necessary resources
to overcome the challenges.

The message of the video is clear: Notre
Dame is fully committed to helping stu-
dents who find themselves facing an un-
expected pregnancy and the University is
blessed with an abundance of resources for
these students. Unfortunately, if these re-
sources are not communicated, students,
in their vulnerable state, may feel alone
and opt for a seemingly “quick solution” by
choosing abortion.

In order to saves lives, both of the un-
born and their parents, it is important to
promote pregnancy resources and clarify
some of the myths. Notre Dame does not
kick out or penalize students who find
themselves pregnant, but is committed to
ensuring that they complete their educa-
tion and will help arrange the necessary
accommodations this entails. From help-
ing students adjust their schedules, provid-
ing financial support if that is necessary
and ensuring that the student’s spiritual,
emotion and physical needs (and that of
her/ his baby) are met. Students are al-
lowed to remain in their dorms during the
pregnancy and, once the baby is born, they
have access to graduate student family
houses, where they live amidst a support-
ive community of other parenting stu-
dents. Free pregnancy tests are available at
St. Liam'’s and the UCC, as well as Campus

Ministry’s Judy Madden and Ed Mack offer
counseling support for expecting students
and their significant others.

Another valuable resource for students,
particularly if they feel more comfort-
able going off campus for support, is the
Women'’s Care Centet, which offers loving,
non-judgmental support and free counsel-
ing, free pregnancy tests, free ultrasounds
and other pregnancy services and re-
sources. For more information visit www.
womenscarecenter.org.

Ifwe call ourselves pro-life, we must be
committed to not only speaking about
the value of life but also acknowledging
it through our actions and support. As
aNotre Dame family, we must be com-
mitted to supporting our peers who are
pregnant or parenting. Staying informed of
the resources on campus equips us to help
our friends when they feel most vulnerable.
We must also resist apathy. Our perception
that pregnancy does not happen on cam-
pus or will not happen to us, does not mean
thatis the reality. Often, this perception
perpetuates the isolation that a pregnant
student feels. We need to create a commu-
nity where a student who finds themselves
facing an unplanned pregnancy does not
feel alienated or ostracized, but knows that
people care.

Notre Dame Right to Life hopes to
continue this discussion with a series of
workshops on issues related to pregnancy
and post-abortive resources, as well as
supporting similar initiatives promulgated
by other organizations on-campus. We
also seek to expand the ways in which the
graduate student population is supported.
The resources are available, but often
inadequately promoted. Student Affairs’
website lists the resources available for
pregnant students as well as contact infor-
mation for those seeking support. For more
information on pregnancy resources visit
pregnancysupport.nd.edu.

Angela Bermudez is a senior. She can
be reached at abermudl@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column
are those of the author and not
necessarily those of The Observer.
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My Grammy conundrum

Michael Fliotsos
Viewpoint Columnist

One of the first things that people
understand when they really get to
know me is that I am a popular mu-
sic snob.

Don’t get me wrong — I am fully
aware that the pop music scene
is a shallow, flashy and contrived
vortex of “singing,” twerking and
attention-grabbing onstage antics.
Nevertheless, there’s something
about the ridiculousness of it all
that I find extraordinarily intrigu-
ing and entertaining to watch, sati-
rize and, believe it or not, actually
enjoy.

So it naturally goes without say-
ing that the Grammy awards are one
of my most anticipated events of
the musical year. Billed as “Music’s
Biggest Night,” this show has hosted
iconic musical moments from Lady
EggGa hatching onstage, Elton John
singing with Eminem and many
others. I looked forward to this
year’s ceremony like [ had many
others. After all the performances,
awards and “controversy”, however,
I found myself atypically disap-
pointed by the night’s events.

First, the performances. Granted,
I know that most pop musicians
have the (earned) reputation of not
being able to sing live to save their
lives, but usually they up the ante
when it comes to performing on the

single most prestigious awards show
the industry has to offer. To this
end, I was sorely mistaken.

When Lorde — one of the only
breaths of fresh air the industry ex-
perienced this year — wasn’t stand-
ing in place with unusually breathy
and strained vocals, she was spasti-
cally “dancing” as if she were trying
to swat away a swarm of flies. Katy
Perry, who for some reason always
seems to be unable to perform live
on television (something that con-
founds me after attending a concert
where her vocals were on-point
for two hours) made this night no
exception as she performed in an
outfit that looked like it was from
Spencer’s or Hot Topic with a sup-
posedly-controversial red LED cross
emblazoned across her chest and
the performance ending with her
being burned at the stake (I think).
Even Beyoncé, Queen B, deliverer
of spectacular performances no
matter what, struggled to make her
performance engaging to the level
we are expected to receive from her
(thankfully, however, her vocals
were spot on).

Second, the awards. I know that
these awards aren’t always about
quality (and by “aren’t always” I
mean “seldom are”), but you know
something’ just wrong when Katy
Perry’s innovation-less, cliché-filled
“Roar” is even nominated in the
first place. Macklemore and Ryan
Lewis swept all the rap categories

they were nominated for, beating
out Kendrick Lamar in several cat-
egories, leaving the latter Grammy-
less despite seven nominations
(tying the record for most Grammy
noms without a win). Even though I
think that the contrived Instagram
post of the text Macklemore sent to
Kendrick after the show about him
being unfairly snubbed of Best Rap
Album was contrived beyond belief,
there was a kernel of truth to it. You
know something’s up when the art-
ist himself — the one who invested
blood, sweat and tears into making
his vision a reality — doesn’t even
believe his own award was fairly
won. Thankfully, Lorde walked
away with some awards and Kacey
Musgraves — the country songstress
who shook things up this year with
genre-defying lyrics and subject
matter — won two.

Third, the Macklemore/Ryan
Lewis/Mary Lambert/Madonna/
Queen Latifa/Trombone Shorty/34
newlywed couples spectacular. You
would have to be rather isolated
from any sort of news outlet this
week if you didn’t hear about the
duo’s performance of “Same Love”
medley-ed with Madonna’s “Open
Your Heart” and the officiated wed-
ding ceremony of 34 straight, gay,
old and young couples by the power
invested in Queen Latifah by the
State of California.

The fact that Madonna looked and
sounded as if she was on the verge

of death the entire time (and was
literally holding a cane) wasn’t the
part I found objectionable. Neither
was the fact that the couples were
finding happiness in their new com-
panionship. It’s the fact that, when
you re-watched the performance
and determined the amount of
airtime allocated to the supposed
“point” of the event (i.e., the Same
Love), you'll find that that actually
wasn’t the focus. Rather, the camera
was fixed upon the musicians, the
band, the backup chorus and the ce-
lebrities reacting in the crowd. The
performance was over-the-top to
a fault — coming off as a self-righ-
teous affirmation of Hollywood’s
awesomeness as opposed to a genu-
ine statement of equality.
Fortunately, the whole evening
wasn’t a bust for me personally —
some of my favorite underdogs won
some awards; Chicago brought some
melody to the event, Miley wasn’t
there to “perform” and Taylor Swift
nailed her hair flips and her vocals.
Hopefully next year will involve
less self-righteousness, fewer eye-
rollable moments and a lot more
good singing.

Michael Fliotsos is a sophomore
Science-Business major residing in
Duncan Hall. Contact Michael at
mfliotso@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are
those of the author and not necessarily
those of The Observer.
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A sweet tooth for Candy Crush

Shahrukh H. Khan

The Harvard Crimson

Honestly, I have never played Candy
Crush.

I'hdn’t even heard of it until a few
weeks ago. It’s weird: currently one of
the most popular games in the world,
and I did not know it existed. It is like
not knowing Facebook exists until ev-
eryone else has made one. Nevertheless,
the phenomenon known as Candy
Crush is one thing that poked at my
conscience this winter break. My ex-
perience with the game, though not
through actually playing it, has been
entirely coincidental and strange.

I came across an article in Time mag-
azine about it. And by the time I fin-
ished reading the article, Candy Crush
was one of the most brilliantly cruel
business ideas I had ever come across.
The creators of Candy Crush beautifully
exploited human psychology in order to
engineer a highly addictive product—
but one that that will nonetheless go the
way of all fads.

The game was actually released
two years ago, but it really gained

momentum in 2013. By November, it
had been downloaded some 500 mil-
lion times. Candy Crush’s maker, King,
a London-based software company,
designed the game almost like a highly
addictive drug.

The objective of the game is to line up
three candies of the same color, swipe,
and repeat. Players are initially given
five lives to solve each puzzle. And once
the player runs out of lives, they have to
wait 30 minutes before they are given
another life.

But here is the killer: for those players
who are a bit edgy and do not want to
wait the half hour, they can pay $0.99
and buy another life. It is the perfect
time and the perfect way to poke at your
wallet.

A player is on the edge of success and
he/she loses his last life. There is no way
they can hit the sleep button without
given it one more shot; I mean it is only
$0.99 right? And it is a never-ending
game because the developers add more
levels every other week.

These facts explain my experience,
and bewilderment, with Candy Crush.
It all began when I was taking the E
train into Manhattan last month. For

those of you who have not been on the
New York City subway during rush hour,
you should. Every time I take it, I see

all kinds of people: the crazy and the
bored, the beggars and the millionaires,
the kind and the intimidating. And peo-
ple are doing one of four things: staring
into space, sleeping, pounding on their
phones, or speaking about how they
were sent from God to save mankind.

But exactly what are they doing on
their phone if there is no internet or
phone service? As I saw it, nine out of
10 times, they were swiping a bunch of
Willy Wonka Nerd-looking things on
their screens into the unknown.

Of course, I knew it was a game, but
the most peculiar thing was that the
people I saw playing it were not kids
or teenagers or 30-year-old men who
look like they are still living with their
parents.

They say you shouldn’t judge a book
by its cover, but sometimes your eyes do
not deceive. In fact, they can make you
wonder.

I saw professionally dressed, sophis-
ticated adults with briefcases. They
flaunted success, education, and urban-
ity; they looked like people who worked

on Wall Street or Sixth Avenue law firms.
And they played Candy Crush. My eyes
saw, and I wondered.

But Candy Crush is almost like
Temple Run or the Harlem Shake or
even the Jonas Brothers. It is a fad, and
itis bound to slump at some point, but
that all depends on when the sugar rush
ends, when people decide to move on to
another craze.

I suppose this is an unfortunate as-
pect of technology and pop-culture
these days; the fast-pace of life makes
prominence shorter-lived, even to the
point where the trend lasts for merely
amonth or two. For one thing, more
Candy Crush-like marvels are probably
on their way. The question is, will they
bewilder and take hold of people’s lives
the way Candy Crush has?

I have yet to download the game. And
maybe by the time I do, another game
will have dethroned it.

The Harvard Crimson is the
independent student newspaper
serving Harvard University

The views expressed in this column
are those of the author and not
necessarily those of The Observer.
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SENIOR SHIRTS
REIMAGINED

Kevin Noonan
Scene Editor

Nothing gets me more jazzed up than fashion.

Oh man, fashion? To me that’s justlike a ... thing that
I know a bunch about. I don’t want to brag, but I pretty
much made double-sided belts happen. You don’t need
to thank me, America, for saving you from ever having to
go with the dreaded brown shoes and black belt combo
that has felled any number of great men over the years.
But you're welcome anyways.

Socks and sandals? I rarely do that more than once a
week in public.

And guess who bought a new shirt over Christmas
break for himself all by himself without any help or
mom or anything? This guy. It was a dark gray, cotton
tee with strokes of blue that spell out “Royals” on the
front, with “Hosmer” and “35” etched onto the back. It’s
very swanky, and I'm very proud.

All this is suffice to say, I'm basically a fashion aficio-
nado — which is why my gears flipped the switch from
“smooth operator” to “grindin’ like Paul Bunyon’s axe”
in a New York second the other day when I saw the de-
signs for two new shirts on campus.

I saw the shirts, one blueish, the other greenish, (I'm
also a color-differentiating superstar) with a cute little
shamrock on the front and “Notre Dame” across the
back shoulders, with a subtle “Est. 1842” slipped under-
neath to let people know we're legit.

My first thought was, “I didn’t know we had sororities
at Notre Dame! But they still won’t allow fraternities?
This sounds like a job for an Observer columnist to dis-
cuss gender problems at Notre Dame!” I immediately
donned my superhero cape and mask (they're both
fashion fabulous, I assure you), swished on down to The
Observer’s secret “Lair of Most Hated Opinions” and
began typing.

But wait! POW! BAM! ZAP! No, I was informed by my
oldest and most trusted assistant/butler — some kids
I overheard talking in the dining hall while I was eat-
ing by myself — these weren’t sorority shirts after all!
They were instead the traditional spirit jerseys for the

ACTUAL SENIOR

APPAREL

graduating class of seniors at Notre Dame, available for
purchase any and all seniors.

Or, in past years, if you had a crush on the football
player whose number correspondents with the graduat-
ing year, you could buy a shirt and pretend it’s for your
special guy, sort of. Sorry, Luke Massa, no No. 14 t-shirts
this year. It’s a real shame, too. Think of all the money
you could have made through Notre Dame licensing
your likeness on merchandise for profit!

Now, when I heard that Notre Dame was, in fact, not
explicitly endorsing sororities, but instead simply al-
lowing the senior class to celebrate its senior class-ness
through clever apparel, I felt excitement bubbling up
inside of me. Oh, wow, if the spirit jerseys for girls looked
like that, I could only imagine what the male version
might look like — a sleeveless tee with a witty neon
slogan along the lines of “ND 2014 4EVA,” perhaps. Or
maybe it would just be a sponsored chest tattoo that
would let us proclaim our school pride forever and ever
at pools, job interviews, weddings, you name it.

But again, alas, my hopes were dashed. As it turns
out, there would be no male version — the sorority
shirts would be it. Needless to say, I was disappointed.
As afashion expert, I find it hard to get behind a t-shirt
design that exploded in popularity thanks to girls in
sororities looking for something that made it look like
they borrowed a shirt from their boyfriend. This trend,
of course, is something of an oxymoron — since girls
weren’t actually borrowing these shirts from male
friends, it meant that the fashion trend became popular
almost exclusively among women, making this an al-
most exclusively feminine t-shirt design.

Now, if I'm being honest, this doesn’t bother me pretty
much at all (also since I'm being honest — I'm not a fash-
ion expert, and I sincerely apologize for misleading you).
More than anything, I probably wasn’t going to buy one
of these shirts anyways, because I already bought my
one new shirt for the decade (see: Royals shirt, men-
tioned above), so the design of the shirt wasn’t going to
draw much water with me no matter what it was.

I'was, however, taken aback by the price of the shirts
— $45 apop. Now I know that there’s a spectacular deal
in place for buying in bulk, with two shirts costing $80,

but that nearly buy-one-get-one-free discount aside,
$45 is absurdly high for a t-shirt. So I thought to myself,
“Kevin, why don’t you make one yourself, just for fun.”

I did just that. And I wrote a 1,000-plus-word column
about it to justify the shamefully long time I spent (up-
wards of eight minutes) designing a fake t-shirt that
would never go into production.

Now, [ understand there are a number of problems
with my design here. It’s not good, for one (quick re-
sponse to that complaint is that I don’t care and I would
wear the heck out of this). It says the words “Notre
Dame,” for another, an expensive trademark that must
be protected lest people all over the world begin using
two French words together in a way that doesn’t im-
mediately reflect the concept of “Mind, Body, Spirit.”
Finally, I don’t know a) how many seniors there are ex-
actly, or b) what each of their sizes is.

Well, I guessed there’d be about 2,000 seniors, and I
guessed medium and large would be the most popular
sizes, but still mock-ordered a good number of small and
extra-large to meet that demand as well as a few of the
XXL and XXXL shirts to make sure nobody got left out.

I don’t want to claim to be a math expert (even sar-
castically I don’t deserve to be called a math expert), but
with my order, the per-shirt price to order, courtesy of
customink.com, was $8.69. Quick comparison — $45
a shirt now, $9 a shirt from me. Let’s get wild and try
to make a profit and charge $15 a shirt, and that’s still,
what, $30 cheaper? I still almost definitely wouldn’t buy
that shirt, but even I can see a good deal.

The Senior Class Council has done good work this
year, I'm sure — [ haven’t been on their email list all
year, despite being a senior, but I bear them no ill will for
that. I don’t want to heap undue criticism on them when
I, in fact, couldn’t name any of them off the top of my
head. But if it were up to you, wouldn’t you rather wear
a shirt that declares your coolness loudly and proudly
instead of a sorority knockoff?

We r ND, we r cool and we want better t-shirts.

Contact Kevin Noonan at knoonan2@nd.edu
The views expressed in this column are those of the
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.
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Who are they: Student body
presidential candidate Lauren
Vidal brings experience to the
table from her time in FUEL as a
freshman and her service as stu-
dent body parliamentarian dur-
ing her sophomore year. A junior
Management and Consulting ma-
jor with a minor in public policy,
Vidal hails from Miami.

Devine, a Cincinnati native,
studies pre-medicine and eco-
nomics with a minor in Peace
Studies. He chaired the depart-
ment of Gender Issues in student
government last year.

Both studied abroad last semes-
ter — Vidal in Washington, D.C,,
and Devine in London.

First priority: If elected, their
first goal would be to work within
the existing structure of student
government and seek to foster
a close-knit community among
members of that group. Vidal said
they will look for a broad array of
passionate people to lead the de-
partments and then work to get
each department on board with
their goals from the beginning.

She said the restructured plat-
form they composed, structured
around the divisions of each

Lauren Vidal - Matt Devine

department, reflects and rein-
forces the underlying importance
of each department in student
government.

Top priority: The team’s big-
gest goal is serving their peers and
the broader Notre Dame commu-
nity as best they can, Devine said.
He said they will do this by both
serving the student body through
their leadership and then provid-
ing opportunities for them to be of
service to the greater South Bend
area.

“We really have this idea of ser-
vice, and although we understand
that’s a broad term, we really [pri-
oritize] service to our peers and to
our community as a whole,” Vidal
said. “For our peers, we work on
specific, tangible projects.”

Best idea: Devine said the
two hope to continue many of the
current administration’s agenda
items, including a push for medi-
cal amnesty for students. He said
he contacted members of the
Office of Student Affairs to discuss
whether “du Lac” would be up for
revision during the year ahead,
and he said he talked extensively
with current student body presi-
dent Alex Coccia about Coccia’s

work toward that goal.

Devine clearly did his home-
work on the matter and gathered
the necessary information to
make the platform item ground-
ed in real possibility. He said he
hopes to change the tone of that
conversation to center around
keeping students safe and ac-
countable, not enabling them to
behave irresponsibly.

Worst idea: Vidal said while
interning in D.C., she worked with
apress secretary and hopes to find
someone to replicate that role in
student government. She said the
press secretary would be a chan-
nel of communication between
the cabinet and the student body
and could help coordinate media
coverage of initiatives.

While increased communica-
tion is generally a positive thing for
any administration, in this form,
it would likely remove Vidal and
Devine from the student body.
Face-to-face communication and
a visible, personal presence on
campus would better serve stu-
dents’ needs.

Most feasible: Their “29 for
29” initiative would pair each resi-
dencehallwithanunderprivileged

South Bend family, linking stu-
dents to the surrounding area and
fostering a deeper understand-
ing of the Notre Dame family.
Both Vidal and Devine said they
have worked at the South Bend
Homeless Shelter and have the
contacts to organize and execute
this plan.

Least feasible: The plat-
form contained plans for Student
Nighttime  Auxiliary  Patrol
(SNAP) to supplement the exist-
ing SafeWalk system. The patrol
would essentially consist of teams
of two trained students on call to
pick up students in distress on golf
carts with the goal of providing
other options besides walking and
protecting students from inclem-
ent weather.

Because the service would run
only from 8:30 p.m. to 2:30 a.m,,
though, its hours overlap directly
with SafeWalk’s current availabil-
ity. A better option would be to
run the service from 2:30 a.m. to
5 a.m. in order to provide 24-hour
options. However, even this is not
necessary because an after-hours
call to SafeWalk will connecta stu-
dent to NDSP, who will provide a
ride to their destination.

L RN g Chald gOovernment elections

Isi'AvGaieislsion Wednesday.

Notable quote: “One of the
main things were pushing is
continuity. ... A lot of our policy
initiatives are extensions of what
already exists.” — Devine

Fun Fact: Vidal comes from a
“loud, proud Cuban family” and
said she loves to cook with her par-
ents and grandparents. Devine
has a twin sister at Ohio State
University.

Bottomline:Vidaland Devine
both cited extensive, diverse
friend groups at the University
that they hope to draw upon for
ideas and involvement if elected to
office. Their plans to maximize ef-
ficiency and collaboration within
the student government offices
will help them to execute the wide
array of initiatives outlined in
their platform, but they might do
so from a skewed vantage point
of the student body’s actual needs
if they view campus life mostly
through the lenses of their friends
and co-workers. Their compre-
hensive platform speaks to their
familiarity with many aspects of
student life, and their previous ex-
perience in student government
makes them well-prepared to lead
in the year ahead.

g RRlsChavci il Helbhezszl:] all students to participate in

Olivia LaMagna - Rohan Andresen

Who are they: Presidential
candidate Olivia LaMagna is a
junior from Farley Hall studying
political science and business eco-
nomics. She hails from Carmel,
Ind., and currently serves as the
junior class president. Her run-
ning mate, Rohan Andresen, is a
sophomore from Siegfried Hall
studying business and political
science. The Phoenix native, is
the senator from Siegfried Hall
and a member of student govern-
ment’s Department of National
Engagement and Outreach.

LaMagna and Andresen said
the overarching theme of their
campaign is maximizing each
student’s experience at Notre
Dame, focusing on the question
“How do you ND?”

“I feel that there’s one story
you're told as a freshman about
what your experience at Notre
Dame is going to be, but there’s a
huge range of opportunities to ex-
plore on this campus,” LaMagna
said.

First priority: Review stu-
dent government procedures and
come up with best practices for or-
ganizing a cabinet and a planning
timeline for initiatives. LaMagna
said her experience on Junior
Class Council with Andresen’s

background as a hall senator will
give each a unique but comple-
mentary view on how student gov-
ernment operates and how they
can maximize its efficiency.

Top priority: Focus on every
individual member of the student
body and enable each to meet
his or her full potential, in what-
ever way he or she wants. This
overarching campaign strategy
provides a focal point for their aca-
demic, community engagement
and programming initiatives.

“We want to get rid of the red
tape and barriers that hold stu-
dents back,” Andresen said.
“When each student is seen as
their own unique person and
when that uniqueness is recog-
nized, that’s when you have a di-
verse campus.”

Best idea: LaMagna and
Andresen hope to create a more
collaborative relationship be-
tween Notre Dame and South
Bend, and LaMagna said she
wants students to understand that
South Bend is much more than a
convenient location in which to do
service work.

“There’s not enough respect
for what residents of South Bend
can bring to undergraduates at
the University of Notre Dame,”

LaMagna said. “We want to in-
crease accessibility to the city of
South Bend.”

Her experience with planning
and executing major events as
junior class president has given
her insight into how to navigate
the “administrative red tape” for
project planning and especially
approving new vendors and sites,
LaMagna said.

Worst idea: Their plan to or-
ganize a group of undergradu-
ate and graduate students who
could teach one-credit specialized
classes in areas such as computer
programming seems impossible.
While the goal of helping students
broaden their technical skill sets
and branch out beyond the classes
required for their majors is good,
it would be very difficult to get off
the ground. Perhaps organizing a
set of independent workshops or
lectures on such topics would be
more doable, instead of orches-
trating it within the class registra-
tion and DART systems.

Most feasible: Appoint two
students, one male and one fe-
male, to serve as co-chairs of the
Gender Relations Department of
student government.

“We want to start bringing a
diversity of perspectives into that

[conversation] because we don’t
wantittobe...aone-sided discus-
sion,” LaMagna said. “We want ev-
eryone to feel like gender relations
is something that matters to them,
because if you're a person on this
campus, it affects you.”

Least feasible: The two hope
to break barriers between the dif-
ferent colleges and academic de-
partments by allowing students to
register for classes outside of their
declared majors.

“Right now, students can’t take
classes outside of their colleges
once they've declared,” Andresen
said. “We want to be able to open
up classes for students outside of
their major.”

They propose that a time limit
be set on the DART system so that
first, students who need a par-
ticular class for their majors are
guaranteed seats. After official
DARTing has ended, LaMagna
and Andresen hope to open up
registration to students outside
the college under which the class
islisted.

Although this plan would offer
students more academic freedom,
it does not seem feasible given
the labyrinth of prerequisite and
co-requisite courses often listed.
While perhaps general elective

courses could be opened up, de-
partment chairs would likely
resist open enrollment in more
advanced, major-specific courses.

Notable quote: “Thisis proba-
bly about 10 percent of all the ideas
we've come up with. That other 90
percent have just been scrapped
because of conversations with
people, whether that be students
or administrators. ... These ideas
that we have in the platform have
had alot of thought and alot of dis-
cussion.” —Andresen

Fun Fact: LaMagna said she
is an extremely organized person
with “spreadsheets that terrify
people,” but her dorm room is in-
credibly messy. Andresen, on the
other hand, keeps an impeccable
room and “can barely leave with-
out dusting something.”

Bottom line: Their platform
reflects a comprehensive exami-
nation of real student desires, and
the two leverage their energy and
enthusiasm to come up with new,
bold ideas. Their student govern-
ment experience prepares them
for success in future roles, and
their focus on programming, as
well as on enabling and empower-
ing individual students, suggests
they would have a dynamic, visi-
ble presence on campus next year.
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Saturday afternoon, The
Observer Editorial Board
interviewed the three tick-
ets campaigning for student
body president and vice
president, and each pair out-
lined a different approach
they planned to take if they
were to be elected. After ex-
tensive debate, we endorse
junior Olivia LaMagna and
sophomore Rohan Andresen
for student body president
and vice president.

Both front-running tickets,
Vidal/Devine and LaMagna/
Andresen, bring impressive
student government expe-
rience, but LaMagna and
Andresen’s successful track
record of programming both
in student government and
locally better prepares them
to launch successful initia-
tives during their time in
office.

LaMagna and Andresen
provided a simple, concrete
explanation for how they
plan to best represent all
members of Notre Dame’s
student body. Andresen said
they hope to find ways “to
fulfill every single individual

EDITORAL

student’s full potential and
break down the barriers
that hold them back. ...
When each student is seen
as their own unique person
and when that uniqueness is
recognized, that’s when you
have a diverse campus.”

While the two may be un-
able to personally address
each student’s needs dur-
ing their one-year tenure,
we were impressed by the
prioritization of students as
individuals throughout their
platform. They incorporated
this value into planned aca-
demic projects, like open-
ing up course registration
eligibility to help students
tailor their classwork to their
unique personal and profes-
sional goals regardless of
their declared major. This
idea also came out in their
event planning, like their
desire to facilitating student
interest in the greater South
Bend community.

One important point of
distinction we saw between
the LaMagna/Andresen
ticket and their main com-
petitors, Lauren Vidal and

Matt Devine, was the two
teams’ different views of
the relationship between
the University and South
Bend. Vidal and Devine
discussed their “29 for 29”
initiative, which would pair
each residence hall with an
underprivileged South Bend

students prefer

Andresen.

family to extend the network
of the Notre Dame family.
While this is an admirable,
exciting plan, LaMagna and
Andresen explicitly said
students should not just see
South Bend as “a place to do
charity.” Their initiatives

draw on LaMagna’s extensive
programming experience as
current junior class presi-
dent and also focus on ways
to help students maximize
the opportunities for explor-
ing venues, businesses and
other under-appreciated
aspects of the surrounding

The election will come down to whether

LaMagna and Andresen’s potential
dynamic leadership or Vidal and Devine’s
promised skillful use of the existing
bureaucracy system. When

faced with these options, The Observer
endorses Olivia LaMagna and Rohan

area.
Essentially, we see two
distinctly different and vi-
able visions of leadership
with these tickets. LaMagna
and Andresen talked mostly
about ways to use their au-
thority to serve students’

personal needs. Vidal and
Devine seemed to focus
more on gathering a like-
minded executive cabinet
and then delegating tasks to
department heads to navi-
gate the structure student
government.

However, we at The
Observer were not satisfied
with their plan to install
an official press secretary,
which would move them one
step farther from their con-
stituents and cut down on
face-to-face communication
between them and the rest of
the general student body.

Our decision as a board
was somewhat split, though,
and we feel each ticket would
be able to serve as adequate
leaders. The election will
come down to whether stu-
dents prefer LaMagna and
Andresen’s potential dynam-
ic leadership or Vidal and
Devine’s promised skillful
use of the existing bureau-
cracy system.

When faced with these
options, The Observer en-
dorses Olivia LaMagna and
Rohan Andresen because
of their collaborative, indi-
vidually focused and expe-
rienced leadership strategy.

Sean Campbell - George McCabe

Who are they: This
year’s incarnation of the
annual Zahm House ticket,
freshmen Sean Campbell
and George McCabe are
upfront about their lack of
qualifications for the posi-
tions but said they still be-
lieve they could be adequate
leaders for the student
body. Campbell is running
for president and McCabe
for vice president.

“We have no real experi-
ence to speak of,” McCabe
said. “We don’t have a lot of
skills.”

First priority: After de-
bating whether to prioritize

a trip to Disneyland or
Disney World, the two
agreed their first act in of-
fice would be a nap.

“We could probably
just nap on the way to
Disneyland and then just
stay on vacation for the rest
of our term,” McCabe said.

Top priority: Replacing
the current alma mater with
the “Batman Theme” song.

“Coach Kelly is areal fan,”
Campbell said. “We know
tradition is important and
all, but that tune still fits
nicely with the standing
and swaying thing.”

When asked whether

they’d push for students
to be allowed to sing the
“Batman Theme” with the
players after a home foot-
ball loss, McCabe said they
were willing to leave that
decision to the coaches.
Best idea: None
Worst idea: Launching
a study abroad program ex-
clusively for Saint Mary’s
students in Zahm House.
McCabe said it would be
open to students of all ma-
jors and could enroll stu-
dents for up to a decade.
Most feasible: None
Leastfeasible: Campbell
said he hopes to usher in

another licensing switch
from the new Under Armour
contract to Wrangler Jeans.
Because of the jeans’ clas-
sic, comfortable fit, he said
he sees them as better suit-
ed for the athletic teams’
needs.

McCabe said he is not
worried about the 10-
year contract with Under
Armour because “there are
always loopholes in those
things, so it shouldn’t be a
problem.”

Notable quote: “The
only thing that would set
me apart from the other
candidates would be my

massive seashell collec-
tion.” — McCabe

Fun Fact: Campbell and
McCabe claim to be spon-
sored by Club Fever. When
asked why the South Bend
establishment decided to
endorse them, Campbell re-
ported that the club repre-
sentative told them, “Yeah,
this looks real.”

Bottom line: McCabe
told The Observer he antici-
pates the most challenging
part of the job will be the
“things that are difficult,”
including showing up for
work and having to com-
plete projects.

ELECTION

TIMELINE

FEB. 3

runoff debate

FEB. 5
election

FEB. 10
runoff election

APRIL 1
term begins
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‘A NON-RUNNER’S RACE TO THE HOLY HALF

Marisa Iati
Assistant Managing Editor

Editor’s note: This is the second installment in a series of col-
umns chronicling the journey to the Holy Half Marathon on
March 29.

“Good luck on your run!” my coworker calls out cheerily
as I'm about to leave the office.

I glare at him. “Are you mocking me?”

He is, understandably, surprised. “I'm trying to be en-
couraging...”

At this point in the three-month training process, I
might be alittle oversensitive to allusions to the Holy Half.
My preparation for the 13.1-mile run hasn't gone quite as
planned so far, and it’s frustrating to feel as if | haven’t been
improving as quickly as I should be.

I actually wasn't planning to write this column for a
while. When I told my friend I'd write the next installment
of this series “when I have something to say that isn’t bit-
ter,” she reminded me that not everything I write or say has
to be happy-go-lucky.

She’s right. Reality is messy. It doesn’t always go how we
plan, and even the most optimistic among us sometimes
become disappointed and discouraged.

So, let me put this out there: Right now, I am, in fact,
disappointed and discouraged.
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Of all the obstacles I knew I would face, I did not expect
the whole “Polar Vortex” thing. I wasn’t anticipating wind
chills that made stepping outside, much less running out-
side, the absolute last thing I felt any desire to do. I didn’t
consider how much mental energy it would take to psyche
myselfup to trek to Rolfs and run around in circles on the
track for what felt like an eternity.

But, maybe even more importantly, I had verylittle con-
cept of what it would be like constantly to compare myself
to others. I didn’t think about how it would feel to listen to
my friends casually mention the nine-mile run they com-
pleted that morning or to watch fellow non-serious runners
charge through six miles during the second week of train-
ing. [wasn’t aware that those things would be difficult, but
theyare.

Every single step of every single run is an immense chal-
lenge for me. Each time I put one foot in front of the other,

I am fighting for it. T have been blessed enough that many
things come easily to me; running is not one of them.

That'’s the whole reason I'm doing this, though, isn’t it?
To prove to myself that 'm capable of pushing through
any obstacle, any challenge, any roadblock? I guess so. But
some days, it’s hard to maintain that perspective.

Only a week and a halfinto my official 10-week training
period, I had already asked aloud, “Is it too early to say that
I'm not going to be able to do this?”

The answer, delivered unhesitatingly and unequivocally
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SHORT FILMIS WOW AT DPAC

to me by my roommate, who is the greatest of all tough-
love cheerleaders: “Yes, itis.”

Well, I guess I'm not quitting just yet.

There is a part of Harper Lee’s “To Kill a Mockingbird” in
which Atticus tells his son that courage is “when you know
you're licked before you begin, but you begin anyway and
see it through no matter what.”

As far as this Holy Half business is concerned, I'm pretty
sure [ was licked before I began. But I am continuing to
convince myself, over and over again, that this unfortunate
circumstance is no reason to throw in the towel. In all hon-
esty, some days I only keep going so [ won'’t have to write a
column for this newspaper admitting that I've given up.

Whatever it takes, though, right?

There are still more than seven weeks until the Holy
Half. That’s seven more weeks of struggling, of sore legs
and of trying to remember why I ever thought this was a
good idea. But it’s also seven more weeks to develop the
ability to run a half marathon, and I guess that’s pretty
great.

The mantra of the Holy Half is “Earn your wings.” If T
make it through the whole race in March, I definitely will
have done so.

Contact Marisa Iati at miati@nd.edu
The views expressed in this column are those of the author
and not necessarily those of The Observer.

By ALLIE TOLLAKSEN

Associate Scene Editor

Last Friday and Saturday, the DeBartolo Performing
Arts Center’s (DPAC) Browning Cinema screened the
nominees for the Best Short Film categories in the up-
coming Academy Awards.

The short films from all three categories — Animated,
Live Action and Documentary — were shown through-
out the weekend in a special theater limited release that
gave Oscar enthusiasts a look at the contenders.

The five nominees from the Animated category this
Friday gave a diverse snapshot of the world of anima-
tion, with a great range in both style and content. From a
silly story about a witch based off of the children’s book
“Room on the Broom” to minimalistic animation and
heavy themes in “Feral,” about a boy raised in the woods
then brought into civilization, the shorts exemplify just
how many directions the animated format can move.

The Animated category’s likely winner is “Get a
Horse,” the Disney short seen at the beginning of new
film “Frozen,” which combines classic 1920s Mickey
Mouse animation with fun, modern manipulations
(much like previously-nominated Disney short “Day and
Night”). Though not as interesting or complex as others
in the category, the short is fun and happy enough and
will unfortunately probably take the Oscar.

DPAC showed the Live Action nominees Friday. Again,
the films represented an array of genres, reminding
us that a shorter run time doesn’t mean compromised
style. On the contrary, standout Live Action short “Just
Before Losing Everything” used all of its 29 minutes to

build up suspense in ways a feature film could never do.
The French short, about a woman and her two children
escaping an abusive husband, keeps the audience on the
edge of their seat.

Similarly, Live Action shorts “That Wasn’'t Me” and
“The Voorman Problem” both involved some gripping
tension, albeit for very different reasons. The former is a
Spanish film about aid workers who meet a child soldier
in an (perhaps reprehensibly) unspecified African coun-
try. The latter is a star-studded, cerebral comedy starring
Martin Freeman of “The Hobbit” as a prison psycholo-
gist and Tom Hollander as an inmate who claims he is
a god.

The remaining nominees in the category were a bit
more lighthearted, with Finnish short “Do I Have to
Take Care of Everything?” about a mother attempting to
get her family ready for a wedding, and the sappy and
over-the-top Danish “Helium,” about a hospital janitor
befriending a terminal child.

The films in the final Short Film category,
Documentary, screened Saturday and explored a num-
ber of profound topics. Because the documentaries are
usually longer than their animated and live action cous-
ins, the entire screening is more than a little lengthy.
Running 184 minutes total for the five nominees, watch-
ing all of them in one screening is demanding — be
warned — but what makes the three hour-long viewing
possible is the emotional intensity in each one of the
films.

The documentary shorts include “CaveDigger,” which
follows manic “cave sculptor” Ra Paulette as he pursues
his art of making enormous caves in New Mexico. While

Paulette frantically carves out caves with a wheelbarrow
strapped to his back, he is sharply contrasted by Jack
Hall, the subject of another nominated short, “Prison
Terminal.” The film follows Hall, a terminally ill inmate
in the highest security prison in the United States, dur-
ing his last six months.

“Karama Has No Walls,” about the events surrounding
the Yemeni revolution in 2011, provides vivid images of
Yemen and the tent village set up during the revolution
three years ago as well as intimate interviews with those
involved or impacted by the tragic day when a pro-gov-
ernment group opened fire on a protest.

“Facing Fear” is the unlikely story of a gay man who, by
chance, met the neo-Nazi skinheads who attacked him
25 years ago. The film is an emotional tale about empa-
thy, fear and forgiveness.

But the standout documentary and probable winner is
“The Lady in Number 6: Music Changed My Life,” which
examines the life of 109 year old Alice Herz Sommer,
the world’s oldest pianist, as she doles out wisdom,
shares the power of music and explains how, during the
Holocaust, music kept her alive.

The short films may not get much attention at the
Academy Awards, but these nominees were often com-
pelling, heartbreaking and thoroughly entertaining.
And don’t worry, if you missed the one-time screening
of these shorts, all of the nominees will be available on
Vimeo On Demand and on iTunes on Feb. 25. With the
diversity of films between the three categories, you're
sure to find something you'll like.

Contact Allie Tollaksen at atollaks@nd.edu
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NFL

Nothing ‘Super’
about this Bowl

Matthew DeFranks
Assistant Managing Editor

L 3

When I got to class Monday
morning, people were asking
each other about the Super Bowl.
I'mean, itis the biggest sport-
ing event in America, of course
people were talking about it.

But most of the questions were
some form of “Hey, why was an
opera singer singing the national
anthem?” or “How tall is Bruno
Mars?” or “How cute was that
little puppy in the Budweiser
commercial?”

Before the Seahawks stam-
peded the Broncos 43-8 on
Sunday in New Jersey, people
were asking “Will Peyton
Manning retire a champion?” or
“What action is Marshawn Lynch
‘bout?” or “Why does Richard
Sherman have so many Beats
commercials?”

Maybe the post-game ques-
tions were just as ridiculous as
the ones posed before the blow-
out, but there is a reason they
were not about the game — be-
cause it was not a game.

For the first time since I learned
the difference between an of-
fensive tackle, a defensive tackle
and a tackle, I did not watch the
second half of the Super Bowl. It
was the worst Super Bowl of my
lifetime.

The Broncos were in over their
heads, and it showed on the very
first snap.

While Manning was pre-
sumably yelling some random
Midwest city (was there a pos-
sibility he said “South Bend” at
all Sunday night?) at his offensive
line, center Manny Ramirez
launched the ball from the
14-yard line into the end zone.
With the errant snap, Denver
had given away points, the ball
and any chance of winning the
championship.

But that was only one of
Denver’s comedy of errors.
Manning was responsible for
three turnovers and receiver
Demaryius Thomas fumbled the
ball away in the third quarter.
While the Seattle defense should
be credited with forcing those
mistakes, the Broncos game film
isas bad as “That’s My Boy.” Wes

Welker was Andy Samberg to
Peyton Manning’s Adam Sandler.

Had the Broncos held pos-
session for all 60 minutes, the
Seahawks would have still won.
(Yeah, I know fatigue and other
stuff would have set in and ev-
erything but just bear with me.)
The Legion of Boom and Co.
outscored the best offense in NFL
history, 9-8.

Seattle needed just 39 yards
from Lynch to win by five touch-
downs. The game’s leading rush-
er was actually a receiver who
didn’t play in a full game all sea-
son and also returned a kickoff
for a touchdown (that'd be Percy
Harvin). Seattle was so much
better than Denver on Sunday the
Seahawks didn’t even need their
best weapon on offense to even
show up.

You know what else failed to
show up? All the funny Super
Bowl commercials.

While the adorable little lab in
the Budweiser commercial was
the cutest thing in a Super Bowl
since Drew Brees’ son, the ad
made me want to move some-
where warm and run around
with a hoard of puppies instead of
buying some beer.

When people are hailing alame
Doritos time machine-themed
ad as one of the best commercials
of the night, something went
wrong somewhere. Oh, and did
Tim Tebow finally get his revenge
on Peyton Manning with his “No
Contract” T-Mobile commercial?
Maybe he did, maybe he didn’t.
But it sure looked much better
than T-Mobile’s other ad, which
appeared to use Magenta from
Blue’s Clues as a backdrop.

Speaking of strange colors ap-
pearing on television, was I the
only one who thought the crowd,
with all its lime green and orange,
looked more like a music festival
than a football game?

Maybe they simply thought
they were attending a Bruno
Mars concert instead of a football
game.

Well, they weren't that far off.

Contact Matthew Defranks at
mdefrank@nd.edu

The views expressed in this
Sports Authority are those of the
author and not necessarily those of
The Observer.

Follow us on Twitter.
(@ObserverSports

Alleged Hernandez victim
shot outside club, arrested

Associated Press

HARTFORD — A man who al-
leges he was shot in the face by
former New England Patriots
tight end Aaron Hernandez in
Floridawas shot again, this time
outside a Connecticut night-
club, where he then opened fire,
police said Monday.

Alexander Bradley was part of
a disturbance involving money
Sunday that spilled outside of
the Vevo Lounge Bar & Grill
in Hartford’s South Meadows
neighborhood, police Lt. Brian
Foley said.

After the 3l-year-old was
shot multiple times in the right
thigh, he retrieved a gun from
his car and tried to enter the
nightclub, Foley said, before he
opened fire.

No other injuries were re-
ported. Responding police of-
ficers stopped a car that sped
away from the club, and an in-
jured Bradley got out and fell
on the street, Foley said. He was
taken to a hospital under police
guard and his condition wasn’t
released, but he’s expected to
survive.

Bradley was charged with
criminal possession of a

firearm, criminal use of a fire-
arm and other crimes. His
Connecticut lawyer, Robert
Pickering, hung up the phone
on a reporter without com-
menting Monday.

Detectives recovered 11 shell
casings from outside of the
club, Foley said, and Bradley’s
gun was reported stolen from
Springfield, Mass. Foley said
the investigation into who shot
Bradley is ongoing.

Bradley, an associate of
Hernandez, alleges in a Florida
lawsuit that he lost his right eye
when Hernandez shot him in
the face as they argued outside
a Miami club last February.

Hernandez is detained on a
murder charge in the death of
Odin Lloyd, a semi-professional
football player whose body was
found June 17 near Hernandez'’s
North Attleborough, Mass.,
home. Hernandez has pleaded
not guilty.

Boston police, meanwhile,
have linked both Hernandez
and Bradley to a double homi-
cide in July 2012. Police believe
Hernandez and Bradley were
in an SUV when someone in-
side the vehicle fatally shot
Daniel Jorge Correia de Abreu

and Safiro Teixeira Furtado in
Boston’s South End, accord-
ing to a search warrant filed by
Bristol, Conn., police.

The warrant doesn’t say who
investigators believe pulled the
trigger in the double killing or
suggest a motive. No charges
have been filed in the case. The
warrant sought recordings of
phone calls made by Bradley
while he was jailed in Hartford
in October for failing to appear
before a Massachusetts grand
jury investigating the 2012
shooting.

Investigators say they found
the SUV wanted in the Boston
homicides at the home of
Hernandez’s uncle in Bristol.

Police say surveillance cam-
erarecordings show Hernandez
and Bradley going into a Boston
nightclub shortly after the
shooting victims went into the
club. The recordings also show
Hernandez driving the SUV out
of a nearby parking garage with
Bradley as a passenger shortly
before the shootings, police
said.

Boston police called Hartford
police Monday about Bradley’s
shooting as part of their inves-
tigation, Foley said.

OLYMPICS

UN Secretary General to
attend Olympic opening

Associated Press

UNITED  NATIONS —
Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon will take part in
Friday’s opening of the Winter
Olympics in Sochi, Russia and
deliver a keynote address to
the International Olympic
Committee’s general assem-
bly, the first by a U.N. secre-
tary-general, officials said
Monday.

Ban’s visit to Sochi comes
after several world leaders
decided to skip the games, in-
cluding U.S. President Barack
Obama, German President
Joachim Gauck and French
President Francois Hollande.
Russia has come under criti-
cism for its human rights
record and law against gay
“propaganda.”

IOC President Thomas Bach
said Ban will deliver a keynote
speech at the I0C assembly,
which runs from Wednesday
to Friday.

U.N. spokesman Martin
Nesirky said one reason the

CLASSIFIEDS

secretary-general wants to go
to the Sochi games and speak
to the Olympic committee’s
members is the “growing rela-
tionship between the IOC and
the United Nations,” which he
wants to build on.

The two organizations
share very similar values, es-
pecially on the use of sport to
promote peace and develop-
ment, Nesirky said.

Besides delivering the first-
ever keynote speech to the
IOC assembly by a U.N. chief,
Ban will be speaking publicly
and holding bilateral meet-
ings with world leaders at-
tending the games, Nesirky
said.

The secretary-general car-
ried the Olympic torch on the
final leg of its journey to the
opening of the London sum-
mer games in 2012.

The U.N. General Assembly
adopted a resolution in
November calling for a global
truce during the 2014 Winter
Olympics which run from
Feb. 7-23 and the Paralympics

from March 7-16.

The resolution cites ancient
Greece’s traditional Olympic
truce period that allowed
free passage of athletes and
spectators from often-war-
ring city-states to the original
games every four years.

The 193-member world
body has passed resolutions
since 1993 calling for an
Olympic truce, but countries
continue fighting wars wheth-
er the Olympics are on or not.

Secretary-General Ban is-
sued a statement Friday
appealing for a global obser-
vance of the Olympic truce,
especially in Syria, South
Sudan and Central African
Republic. The first talks be-
tween Syria’s government and
opposition ended that day
without any tangible results.

“The Olympic Truce is root-
ed in the hope that if people
and nations can put aside
their differences for one day,
they can build on that to es-
tablish more lasting cease-
fires,” Ban said.

The Observer accepts classifieds every business day from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Notre Dame office,

024 South Dining Hall. Deadline for next-day classifieds is 3 p.m. All classifieds must be prepaid. The

charge is 5 cents per character per day, including all spaces. The Observer reserves the right to edit

all classifieds for content without issuing refunds.
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ND WOMEN’S SWIMMING

Casey races toward another chamionship meet

By KATIE HEIT
Sports Writer

After competing in the 200-
yard butterfly in last year’s
NCAA meet, junior Bridget

Caseyisready to makeitarepeat
performance — and she’s well
on her way to another champi-
onship competition.

During

the Shamrock

Invitational on Saturday, Casey
met the NCAA B-cut standard
in the 200-yard butterfly with a
time of 1:59.30. This year, she’s
also looking to add a B-cut time
in the 400-yard individual med-
ley (IM), an honor she barely
missed out on last year.

“Tjust missed the B-cut in the
400 IM last year,” Casey said.
“It would be really awesome to

be able to swim two individual
events.”

Caseyrecently had the chance
to expand her event schedule
when she was thrown into the
record-breaking 800-yard free-
style relay against Iowa on the
morning of the race.

“I focus more on middle dis-
tance to distance freestyle and
rarely swim a 200 free,” Casey

said. “I was nervous going into
the relay especially because I
was anchoring. I had a pretty
good meet before that and I love
swimming on relays, so I just
put my head down and hoped
my split was fast enough to
break the record.”

Casey, along with senior Kelly
Ryan, junior Emma Reaney and
freshman Katie Miller broke

GRANT TOBIN | The Observer

Irish junior Bridget Casey competes in the Shamrock Invitational on Jan. 31 in the Rolfs Aquatic Center. Last year, Casey competed in the NCAA
championship meet in the 200-yard butterfly. This year, she is looking to compete in that event and in the 400-yard IM.
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the pool record with a time of
7:22.65.

Casey said her approach to
meets has changed since she
started swimming for the Irish.

“High school swimming was
all about training and the idea
hard work pays off,” Casey said.
“Since my time at Notre Dame, I
havelearned that hard work and
astrategyis whatit takes to go to
the next level in college.”

Casey’s dad, uncle and two
older sisters all swam for Notre
Dame. Coming from a big Irish
family, Casey said the choice to
swim for Notre Dame was a “no
brainer.”

“It was the perfect school for
me,” Casey said. “The team was
also a big part of the decision
and I liked Brian Barnes as a
coach.”

With conference competition
coming up, Casey has turned
her sights to her end of season
goals, both individually and
with the Irish teammates.

“I hope we step up and
make a statement at [the ACC
Championship],” Casey said.
“This is our first year in the con-
ference and I know how hard we
have worked this year. I have so
much confidence in this team. I
just hope we taper well and our
hard work pays off.”

Casey said she her individual
goalsinclude improving her time
in the 200-yard butterfly and the
400-yard IM to qualify for the na-
tional championship meet.

“I will need to go a few sec-
onds faster to be able to go to the
NCAAs again this year,” Casey
said. “However, that was a really
great in-season time and I hope
that I can go even faster at con-
ference so I can make NCAAs
again this year.”

Contact Katie Heit at
kheit@nd.edu

Please recycle

The Observer.
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SMC BASKETBALL | SMC 59, TRINE 50

Belles struggle against press but claim victory

ByA.]J. GODEAUX
Sports Writer

The Belles overcame 27
turnovers to notch their
second road conference
victory with a 59-50 victory
over Trine on Saturday.

“We struggled with
Trine’s full court pressure,”
Belles coach Jenn Henley
said. “Normally, that’s way
too many turnovers to win
a game, but we made up for
itin other ways.”

The Belles (6-13, 4-6
MIAA) were able to hold the
Thunder (4-14, 1-8) to less
than 30 percent shooting
from the floor in the first
half and 35 percent for the
game. Saint Mary’s grabbed
an early 4-3 lead three min-
utes into the game and nev-
er relinquished it.

“Our defense is getting
better and better,” Henley
said. “We still have work to
do, but this was a step in
the right direction, espe-
cially the first half.

“We really wanted to
get back to ... controlling
the boards, too, which I
thought we did a great job
doing.”

The Belles out-rebound-
ed the Thunder 50-32, in
part due to junior forward
Ariana Paul’s 14 rebounds.

Although the Belles lead
stretched to nine in the first
half, and ballooned to 12 six
minutes into the second,
Henley said it never seemed
like the Thunder were com-
pletely out of the game.

Down 38-26 with 14:36 re-
maining, the Thunder went
on a 12-4 run to cut the
Belles lead to four halfway
through the second half.

That was the closest the
Thunder would get, though,
as the Belles, up 52-46 with
3:00 left, went 7-for-10 from
the free throw line in the fi-
nal three minutes to stymie
the Thunder rally.

“Though we struggled
with the press, I thoughthit-
ting those key free throws
down the stretch were one
of the ways we held our
composure,” Henley said.

Thunder sophomore for-
ward Alivia Recker led all
scorers with 14 points, with
12 of those coming in the
second half. Junior guard
Kelsey Henselmeier added
11 for the Thunder.

Senior guard Shanlynn
Bias led the Belles with 13
points and eight rebounds
and sophomore forward
Krista Knapke chipped in
10 points. Bias and Knapke
were two of nine Belles to
score.

“I like having a balanced
scoring attack, though
that’s not something we’ve
stressed,” Henley said. “It’11
certainly make us a harder
team to defend moving
forward.”

The Belles next take to
the floor Wednesday at 7:30
p-m. at Calvin in Grand
Rapids, Mich.

ContactA.]J. Godeaux at
agodeaux@nd.edu

CAROLINE GENCO | The Observer

Belles freshman guard Kristen Kleist dances past the defense during Saint Marys 95-68 loss to Calvin on
Jan. 15. Against Trine on Monday night, Kleist finished with only two points.

CLUB SPORTS

Irish sailing team begins season in Galveston

Special to The Observer

Last weekend the Notre
Dame sailing team escaped
the freezing cold of South
Bend by heading down to
the warm weather at the
Harris Kempner Memorial
Regatta hosted by Texas A&M
University at Galveston. The
team flew out Friday night,

reportedly receiving con-
fused glances as they boarded
their plane with lifejackets in
hand. On Saturday the weath-
er was sunny and 60 degrees
with 15 knots of wind, which
allowed the team to gain
the lead by the third race.
On Sunday the wind speed
slowed to 10 knots and was
accompanied by unwanted

fog and rain showers. Despite
the unfavorable weather con-
ditions the team held the lead
throughout the day, and end-
ed the day on top.

Notre Dame’s winning team
included sophomore captain
Jack Schneider, vice cap-
tains sophomore Christian
Koerwer and freshman Mike
Hull as well as freshman

Comments? Questions? Concerns?

Email Sam at
sgans(@nd.edu

Benny Richmond. Each skip-
per/crew pair completed
twelve races over the course
of both days. Schneider and
Hull raced in the A divi-
sion, accumulating a total of
38 points and Koerwer and
Richmond raced in the B di-
vision, ending the regatta
with an impressive total of 26
points. The team’s total score

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

STEAKHOLDER.

came out to 64, 21 points
lower than the second place
finisher.

This is a promising start to
the sailing season completed
by such a young team. In two
weeks the team is sending
four seniors out to the Nelson
Rolsch Intersectional Regatta
at Tulane University in New
Orleans, Louisiana.
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Swimming

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

place. McKenzie’s mark was
his best on the season and
met the NCAA B-cut mark.

Freshman Joe Petrone
claimed first place in the
1,650-yard individual free-
style event with a time of
15.44:03, 40 seconds faster
than his previous best time.

The underclassmen were
not the only ones who
helped secure Irish vic-
tories over the weekend.
Senior captain Frank Dyer
continued his personal suc-
cess, winning the 200- yard
individual freestyle. Dyer,
a two-time All-American,
swam a 1.37:28 to earn an
NCAA B-cut-qualifying time
of his own.

“One thing that really dis-
tinguishes our team is our
depth. We had many differ-
ent guys step up and score
for us today,” Welsh said.

On the diving boards,
freshman Joe Coumos swept
the competition in the 1-me-
ter board with a point total
of 355.80. His teammate, ju-
nior Nick Nemetez, came in
second.

But the Irish could not
match the success of their
individual entries in the
relay races. The 200-yard
medley relay team of sopho-
more Bogac Ayhan, juniors
Cameron Miller and Zach
Stephens, and Dyer fin-
ished second with a time
of 1.30:26. Additionally,
the 400- yard freestyle re-
lay team of sophomore
Michael Hudspith, fresh-
man Reed Fujan, junior
Patrick Murphy and fresh-
man Nicholas Sim came in
third with a time of 3.03:46.

After hosting a record
609 fans at the Shamrock
Invitational, the Irish re-
GRANTTOBIN | Theobserver  turn to the Rolfs Aquatic

Irish senior Bertie Nel competes in the Shamrock Invitational on Jan. 31. Nel swam for Notre Dame’s 400 freestyle relay team, which finished fourth this Center next weekend for

weekend. Nel also compted in the 200 IM, the 400 medley relay, the 200 medley relay, the 400 IM, the 100 breaststroke, and the 200 backstroke. their regular season fina-
le against Cleveland State
PAID ADVERTISEMENT on Saturday. The meet will

ACTORS FROM THE LONDON STAGE SPRING TOUR 2014 be the final home meet for
S : . . Welsh, who will be retiring

after 29 seasons at the helm.
“We love swimming at
home. Between the pool and
all the support we receive
from the school and our
families, we always swim
well there,” Welsh said.
After facing Cleveland
State, the Irish will have
two weeks Dbefore the
ACC Championships in
Greensboro, N.C.
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Irish freshman guard Steve Vasturia closes out on Boston College junior guard Alex Dragicevich during Notre
Dame’s win on Saturday. Vasturia finished with 13 points in Notre Dame’s loss to Syracuse Monday night.

ISABELLA BIANCO | The Observer

Basketball

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

The Irish pulled within three
points with 8:46 left to play, but
Syracuse (22-0, 9-0) extended its
margin to 10 over the next four
minutes. Notre Dame once again
closed the gap to five points
after Irish junior forward Pat
Connaughton completed a three-
point play with 2:52 remaining.

The teams traded baskets from
there, but Notre Dame never cut
the lead to fewer than five points.
Syracuse missed the front end of
a pair of one-and-one opportu-
nities in the game’s final 40 sec-
onds, but Notre Dame could not
convert on the other end as the
Orange closed out the victory.
The Irish outscored the home
team 37-30 in the second period,
but it was not enough to over-
come the deficit accumulated in
the opening frame.

“We really responded in the
second half,” Brey said. “It was
a tough end of the first-half run,
came back, I think we got it to
one possession a couple of times.
I thought our defense was excel-
lent. I thought we made some
strides defensively in our man-
to-man in the second half, even
though we didn’t win the game.”

Irish senior center Garrick
Sherman scored a team-high 16
points and pulled down eight re-
bounds, helping Notre Dame se-
cure a 22-16 advantage on points
in the paint. Freshman guard
Steve Vasturia netted a career-
high 13 points and Connaughton
chipped in 11 points and eight re-
bounds. Senior guard Eric Atkins
had nine points and led the Irish
with six assists.

The Irish got off to a quick
start, scoring the first basket after

an Atkins steal and layup. Notre
Dame led at multiple points dur-
ing opening minutes, but never
by more than three points.

Syracuse relied on the sharp
shooting of Cooney, who hit five
of his seven 3-point attempts
in the first half and entered the
break with 17 points. On defense,
the Orange held Notre Dame
scoreless for a seven-and-a-half-
minute stretch at one point, capi-
talizing with a 13-0O run to carrya
10-point lead into the half’s final
five minutes. Notre Dame trailed
31-18 at halftime after reaching a
season-low point total in the first
half.

Sherman led Notre Dame’s
first-half effort with nine points
and four rebounds. Vasturia con-
tributed five points in the period.

Still winless on the road in
conference play, Notre Dame
will return home for its next two
ACC games. The Irish host North
Carolina on Saturday before wel-
coming in Clemson on Feb. 11.
Brey said the Irish leave Syracuse
with the positive outlook from
the victory over Boston College
still intact.

“Well I think we should have a
great mindset,” Brey said. “You
know, we just got a split. We split,
and that may be as good as it gets
for our basketball team this year.
We want to go back and see if we
can win against a really good
team and a great program. That
would be a great win for our pro-
gram, to beat the North Carolina
program. We did it earlier this
year against Duke. Can we do it
again? We need a little bit of rest
first before we get into our prac-
tice mode.”

Contact Joseph Monardo at
jmonardo@nd.edu

Tennis

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

matches in these tight moments,
it's very key, especially for us to
build up our confidence.” said
Vrabel. “Hopefully that can trans-
fer to other matches in the future.”

The Irish struggled with anoth-
er scrappy team in the Hoosiers
(3-1) on Sunday, dropping the
doubles point early. Only two
wins were needed for Indiana to
earn the point, but Notre Dame
also trailed in the third match
when it was called.

“Our doubles are usually very
good,” said Louderback. “We
weren't even in it. ... They got on
us and won it fast.”

Trailing 1-0, the Irish rebound-
ed and tore out of the gates to start
the singles matches. Closs started
the scoring, defeating Hoosiers
freshman Paula Gutierrez 6-4,
6-2. Her victory was followed
by Vrabel’s 4-6, 6-0, (10-5) win
over junior Shannon Murdy and
Kellner’s 6-4, 2-6, (10-7) triumph
over junior Alecia Kauss, giv-
ing the Irish a 3-1 lead. However,
freshman Monica Robinson was
nipped by Indiana senior Sophie
Garre 4-6, 6-3, (10-6) and Sanders
fell to junior Katie Klyczek 6-1, 4-6,
(10-2.) Sanders fell behind 3-0 in
the second set, but refused to go
down without a fight, coming

back to win the set and at least
force the tiebreaker.

“All I could think of was stay-
ing in as long as I could and help
my teammates,” said Sanders. “I
ended up fighting back. ... I gave
it all my energy in the second set
and just ran out of energy in the
tiebreaker.”

Sanders’s rally gave the Irish
a little momentum as the at-
tention shifted once again to
Gleason. Having already played
a tiebreaker at the end of the first
set, Gleason and Indiana junior
Carolyn Chupa headed to the
final tiebreaker after Gleason
prevailed in the second set 6-3.
Chupa stormed out to a 7-1 lead,
but Gleason turned the momen-
tum, rallying for eight of the next
nine points to take a 9-8 lead and
have a match point opportunity. A
good Chupa serve forced Gleason
into a net shot, but Gleason an-
swered with two straight points to
win the match.

“She likes being in that posi-
tion,” said Louderback. “She en-
joys it, she likes it. ... She played
an unbelievable comeback in
the tiebreaker. Just didn’t give up
and kept playing and she used
the crowd to her advantage. They
were fired up and I think that
helped her alot.”

Contact Zach Klonsinski at
zklonsin@nd.edu.

EMMET FARNAN | The Observer

Notre Dame freshman Monica Robinson returns a serve against Indiana on Saturday. Robinson lostin a
tiebreaker to Indiana senior Sophie Garre 4-6, 6-3, 10-6.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL | SYRACUSE 61, ND 55

By JOSEPH MONARDO

Associate Sports Editor

The Irish were looking to piece
together a new winning streak
to salvage their season, but the
momentum from Saturday’s
overtime victory over ACC bot-
tom-feeder Boston College was
notenough to propel Notre Dame
past the country’s top team.

Notre Dame (12-11, 3-7 ACC)
threatened to pull off the road
upset, but eventually fell to No.
1 Syracuse, 61-55, at the Carrier
Dome on Monday evening.

On a night when Syracuse se-
nior forward C.J. Fair and fresh-
man guard Tyler Ennis managed
only six points apiece, redshirt
sophomore guard Trevor Cooney
scored a career-high 33 points
on 9-o0f-12 shooting from 3-point
range to pace the Orange. Cooney
tied the program record for made
3-pointers in a contest.

“He made some really tough
ones,” Irish coach Mike Brey told
Pat Rogers of WatchND after the
game. “I think seven of them
were really challenged. He was
the one guy we couldn’t get under
control. But I thought he made
some really tough ones.”

Irish can’t cool Cooney

No. 1 Syracuse pushes past Notre Dame on the back of Trevor Cooney’s career-high 33 points

ISABELLA BIANCO | The Observer

Irish senior guard Eric Atkins looks to distribute the ball from outside the arc in Notre Dame’s win over Boston College on Saturday. Atkins
see BASKETBALL PAGE 14  finished with only nine points against Syracuse during the Irish’s 61-55 loss Monday in the Carrier Dome.

MEN’S SWIMMING | ND 223, MO. ST. 147; ND 224.5, IOWA 145.5

ND WOMEN’S TENNIS | ND 4, ILLINOIS 3; ND 4, INDIANA 3

Irish claim seven
first-place finishes

By HENRY HILLIARD
Sports Writer

The Irish cruised to vic-
tory over Missouri State and
No. 25 Iowa in the ninth an-
nual Shamrock Invitational
over the weekend in Notre
Dame’s first home competi-
tion since November.

Notre Dame (6-5-1) beat
the Bears 223-147 and the
Hawkeyes 224.5-145.5. The
Irish were propelled to vic-
tory by seven first-place
finishes and nine runner-
up results. Four of the sev-
en victories were won by
underclassmen.

“Top to bottom we were
very pleased. We had several
guys win their first ever col-
legiate event for us over the
weekend and we are very ex-
cited and grateful for that,”
Irish coach Tim Welsh said.

TheIrish setthe barhighin
the first individual race, as
sophomore Shane McKenzie
placed first in the 400-yard
individual medley, clock-
ing in at 3.55:52. He was
joined four seconds later by
his teammate, junior James
McEldrew, who finished in
3.59:03 and earned second

see SWIMMING PAGE 13

Notre Dame sweeps weekend

By ZACH KLONSINSKI
Sports Writer

No. 23 Notre Dame beat
[llinois and Indiana by identical
4-3 scores on Friday and Sunday;,
respectively, at the Eck Tennis
Pavilion.

Irish  sophomore  Quinn
Gleason sealed the victory on
back-to-back days, winning a tie-
break in the final singles match
of each contest.

The Irish (5-1) started Friday’s
match against [llinois (4-1)
off strong in the doubles por-
tion, earning the first point af-
ter Gleason and senior Britney
Sanders beat the top Illini team
of junior Melissa Kopinski and
freshman Alexis Casati, 7-5,
while the Irish duo of senior
Julie Sabacinski and freshman

YESTERDAY'S SCOREBOARD UPGOMING EVENTS

Men'’s Basketball at Syracuse

Men’s Swimming, Shamrock Invitational W223-147

ND Women’s Tennis vs. Indiana, Illinois

TODAY'S EVENTS

No events scheduled

Mary Closs defeated senior Misia
Kedzierski and freshman Louise
Kwong by a score of 6-4.

The teams traded points in the
singles matches, with the Illini
drawing the match even at 1-1
when Kedzierski topped Closs
6-4, 6-2. The Irish drew ahead
again as sophomore Julie Vrabel
defeated Illini freshman Jerricka
Boone 6-4, 6-3; but Kwong an-
swered, defeating Sabacinski
6-1, 5-7, (10-8). Sanders put Notre
Dame up 3-2 as she topped
Kopinski 6-4, 3-6, (10-6); then
Casati drew Illinois back in with
a7-5, 6-4 victory over Irish senior
Jennifer Kellner, leaving Gleason
and Illini senior Allison Falkin in
awinner-take-all final match.

After splitting the first two
sets, Gleason surged ahead in the
first-to-10 tiebreaker, opening

up 7-0 and 8-1 leads. However,
the finish would not come easy,
and Gleason, who rolled an an-
kle earlier in the match, began
cramping up and visibly limp-
ing. Falkin capitalized on the
opportunity, drawing within 8-4,
but the lead was too much and
Gleason hung on 10-5, securing
both personal and team wins.
“Illinois is exactly what we
thought they'd be. They're like
that every year,” Irish coach Jay
Louderback said. “They compete
really hard, they never give up.
For a while it looked like we were
in control and then theyre back
init... I'think our kids needed to
be a little more ready knowing
they were going to be like that.”
“I'think pulling out these

see TENNIS PAGE 14

L 61-55 Men’s Tennis at Illinois Wed., 7 p.m. ND Women'’s Softball at Tenn. Tech Sat., 10 a.m.
W351.5-145.5 SMC Basketball at Calvin Wed., 7:30 p.m. ND Swimming vs. Cleveland State Sat., 12p.m.
ND Women’s Basketball at Florida State ~ Thu., 7 p.m. Men's Basketball vs. North Carolina Sat., 12 p.m.
WS Hockey vs. Maine Fri., 7235 p.m.  ND Women’s Softball at N. Dakota State Sat., 2 p.m.
— Track, Meyo Invitational Fri.- Sat. ND Women'’s Lacrosse vs. Michigan Sat., 7:45 p.m.
ND Women'’s Tennis, ITA Championships Fri.-Sat. Men’s Hockey vs. Maine Sat., 8:05 p.m.



