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Students, faculty attend conference in D.C.

2014 Catholic Social Ministry Gathering provided students opportunity to combine faith and politics

By CHRISTIAN MYERS

News Writer

A group of nine Notre Dame stu-
dents and stafftook partin the 2014
Catholic Social Ministry Gathering
(CSMQ) earlier this week, taking
the opportunity to exercise both
their faith and their interest in
American government and meet
others doing the same.

Notre Dame has sent students
to the annual conference for the
past 10 years, and for nine of those
years the group has been led by
Professor Bill Purcell, associate di-
rector for Catholic Social Tradition
and Practice at the Center for Social
Concerns.

Purcell said he brings students to
the conference each year in order
toinspire them to be more involved

and seek to better the world around
them.

“For me it’s a way to open stu-
dents up to opportunities and a
way to engage faith in vocation.
I get to put the question to them
‘How are we going to change sys-
tems?”” Purcell said.

About 20 percent of the at-
tendees at the CSMG conference,
which began Sunday and ended
Wednesday, were from Catholic
colleges and universities. In all 26
schools sent delegations of stu-
dents, faculty and staff.

Each year the conference fo-
cuses on four policy issues, two do-
mestic and two international, and
this year the topics were the mini-
mum wage, prisons, foreign

see CONFERENCE PAGE 4

Courtesy of Bill Purcell

From left: Bill Purcell, Ethan Muehlstein, Cardinal Theodore Edward McCarrick, Juwan Bepo, Jack Rooney and
Kaitlyn Kennedy participated in the 2014 Catholic Social Ministry Gathering earlier this week in Washington, D.C.

Professor
studies
border
dispute

By TORI ROECK

Associate News Editor

In his new book titled
“Contested Frontiers in the
Syria-Lebanon-Israel Region:
Cartography, Sovereignty
and Conflict,” history and

peace studies professor Asher

Asher Kaufman
Professor of history and peace
studies

Kaufman uses maps to illus-
trate the complexity of the bor-
der dispute among Israel, Syria
and Lebanon, using this border
area as a microcosm of Middle
Eastern history for the past 100

see PROFESSOR PAGE 5

By KAYLAMULLEN

News Writer

Dr. Ralph A. Rossum of
Claremont McKenna College
gave a lecture on his book
“Understanding Clarence
Thomas: The Jurisprudence
of Constitutional Restoration”
on Thursday night in the Eck
Hall of Law. Rossum focused
on exploring Thomas’ specific
jurisprudence, or philosophy
of law, called originalism.
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The Potenziani Program in
Constitutional Studies spon-
sored the lecture, and Dr.
Vincent Phillip Mufioz, as-
sociate professor of political
science, introduced Rossum.
Rossum began by explaining
Thomas’s jurisprudence.

“There are three forms of
originalism, which are known
as original intent, original un-
derstanding and original pub-
lic meaning,” Rossum said.

“Original intent focuses on
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Lecture discusses legacy
of Clarence Thomas

EMILY McCONVILLE | The Observer

Dr. Ralph A. Rossum, a professor at Claremont McKenna College, discussed Supreme Court Justice
Clarence Thomas’ jurisprudence in a lecture on Thursday.

the intent of the authors of the
Constitution, original under-
standing focuses on what the
provisions of the Constitution
meant to the delegates and
original public meaning fo-
cuses on the meaning in the
context of the public with the
vocabulary and beliefs of the
time.”

Rossum wrote a book on
Justice Antonin Scalia and his

Hoop-
a-Thon
raises
funds

By HALEIGH EHMSEN

News Writer

A hip-shaking Hoop-a-Thon at
the State Theater in South Bend
on Friday will benefit the Girls’
Summer Club, a day camp Saint
Mary’s junior Sarah Hossfeld intiat-
ed last summer, according to Annie
Eaton, assistant director of assess-
ment and education in the Office
of Alcohol and Drug Education at
Notre Dame.

Eaton said she decided to orga-
nize a fundraiser after hearing on
the news about the camp Hossfeld
started at St. Margaret’s House, a
day center for women. The idea
of the Hoop-a-Thon came out of
Eaton’s own love of hula hooping
and passion for working with girls,
she said.

“I have always had a place in my
heart for adolescent girls and their
struggles,” Eaton said. “When I saw
the news [on the Girls Summer

see THOMAS PAGE 5
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a professional publication and
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please contact us at (574) 631-4541 so
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UESTION OF THE DAY:

What would you name your first child?

Have a question you want answered?
Email obsphoto@gmail.com

Bridget Doyle
sophomore
Howard Hall

“Sarah.”

Jackson Sullivan
freshman
Dillon Hall

“Daniel for a boy. Megan for a
girl.”

Michael Marshall
junior
0Old College

“Therese.”

Jack Shadid

senior
Keough Hall

“Steven.”

Laura Bobich

freshman
McGlinn Hall

“Ryal’l."

Sarah Price
sophomore
Pangborn Hall

“Bridget.”

Senior Frank Dyer competes in the 500 freestyle this past Friday in the annual Shamrock Invitation swim meet. Dyer took third

place with a time of 4:32:36. The team will swim against Cleveland State in its next meet on Feb. 8.

THE NEXT FIVE DAYS:

Friday

Hospitality Lunch
Geddes Hall
11:45a.m.-1p.m.

$5 donation benefits
Margaret’s House.
Lasagna will be served.

Spin-A-Thon

Rockne Memarial

12 p.m.

24-hour event to raise
money for breast
cancer research.

Saturday

Men’s Basketball
Purcell Pavilion

12 p.m.-2p.m.

The Irish take on North
Carolina.

Vigil Mass

Basilica of the Sacred
Heart

5p.m.-6p.m.

Music by the Women’s
Liturgical Choir.

Want your event included here?
Email obsnews.nd@gmail.com

Sunday

Women’s Basketball
Purcell Pavilion
3p.m.-5pm.

The Irish take on
Syracuse.

Zen Meditation
Coleman-Maorris
Center

6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Open to students and
staff of all faiths.

Monday Tuesday

International Tax
Assistant Program

LaFortune Student 4p.m.-5p.m.
Center Talk on information
All day. flow in cell signalling

By appointment. networks.

“From Career to

Calling” Purcell Pavilion
Mendoza College of 7p.m.-9pm.
Business The Irish take on

12:30 p.m.-1:30 p.m. Clemson.

Part of ethics week.

EMILY KRUSE | The Observer

Physics Colloquium
Nieuwland Science Hall

Men’s Basketball
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Spin-A-Thon supports breast cancer research

ByJACKROONEY

News Writer

From noon Friday until noon
Saturday, the cycling studio in
the Knute Rockne Memorial
Gymnasium will be filled with stu-
dents, staff and community mem-
bers cycling and raising money for
breast cancer research and treat-
ment as part of the third annual 24
Hour Pink Zone Spin-A-Thon.

Jennie Phillips, assistant direc-
tor of fitness and fitness facili-
ties for RecSports and one of the
event’s organizers, said it is a 24-
hour fundraising effort for local
breast cancer support.

“It’s 24 hours of indoor cycling,
which takes place over in our cy-
cling studio at the Rock,” Phillips
said. “We start at noon on Friday
the seventh and end at noon on
Saturday. People are simply riding
bikes in support of breast cancer
patients, survivors or in memory
of someone.”

The event, which is sponsored
by the Notre Dame women'’s bas-
ketball team and the College of
Science, is part of the Pink Zone
initiative, a national women’s bas-
ketball breast cancer fundraising
campaign.

“The Pink Zone games are part
of a national campaign amongst
women’s collegiate basketball
teams, and we've been doing the
Pink Zone on campus for probably
five or six years,” Phillips said.

Phillips said the past two years’
events raised several thousands of
dollars for breast cancer research
and gave more than 200 people the
chance to participate in the event.

“The first year we did [the Spin-
A-Thon] ... we filled up about 85
percent of our time and raised
about $13,000,” Phillips said.
Tabbitha Ashford, the fitness and
instructional program coordina-
tor for RecSports, also helped or-
ganize the Spin-A-Thon.

Phillips said 273 riders had

registered for the event, and they
had raised $1,575, a total that will
rise throughout the course of the
event.

Phillips said they ask for do-
nations from riders in support
of local breast cancer treatment
initiatives.

“Out of the Pink Zone efforts,
a lot of the money stays local and
helps with local efforts for wom-
en to get mammograms, sup-
port groups and local research,”
Phillips said.

Ashford said each hour of the
eventwill feature different themes,
ranging from the Winter Olympics
to the television show “The Big
Bang Theory.”

“We do a variety of different
themed hours. We'll have cycling
classes, which is a great oppor-
tunity to enjoy a cheaper cycling
class compared to the ones we of-
fer normally,” Ashford said. “We’ll
have music-themed hours, so we'll
do an 80s hour, and we’ll have a

Valentine’s hour where we encour-
age people to wear red gear and
play some cheesy love songs and
have fun with that.”

Phillips said they will give away
prizes throughout the event as
well to keep the cyclists involved
throughout the 24-hour effort.

“We’ll have giveaways, too.
Everybody who rides gets a t-shirt
and a water bottle, and then we’ll
do giveaways throughout the
night,” Phillips said. “We’ll keep
people engaged and entertained
while they're there.”

Phillips said in years past, the
initiative has received tremendous
support from the entire Notre
Dame community.

“The people that come have
fun. It’s really awesome that a lot
of our club sports teams come and
participate,” Phillips said. “Rugby
has been really great because they
come from about two to five in the
morning. The first year they came,
we watched the movie ‘Rudy’ and

by the end of the movie, you could
hear them all throughout the Rock
chanting.”

Ashford also said the event will
focus on the survivors and pa-
tients that the money helps.

“We’ll be updating the mileage
we've gone throughout the event
and the money that’s being raised,
as well as bringing it back home
and showing videos of survivors’
stories,” Ashford said.

Phillips said the event is a tes-
tament to the Notre Dame com-
munity and its willingness to help
those in need.

“One of things I am always im-
pressed by at Notre Dame is how
people step up for a cause. They
come out and put forth the effort,
and around here you get to have
a little fun while you do that, but
also really affect people’s lives,”
Phillips said.

Contact Jack Rooney at
jrooneyl@nd.edu

Saint Mary’s library introduces new services

By KELLY KONYA
Saint Mary’s Editor

Recently, the Cushwa-Leighton
Library at Saint Mary’s has taken
numerous steps to update the
research functions and promote
new technological advances, in-
cluding a delivery service for re-
quested books shared between
the Notre Dame, Saint Mary’s,
Holy Cross and Bethel College li-
braries, library director Janet Fore
said.

“Starting Monday, this new de-
livery service will allow students
and faculty to click on a ‘Request’
button in the online catalog
shared by the libraries,” Fore said.
“Unless it is already checked out,
you can request a book from one
of the other libraries and have it

delivered and held for you at your
home library, usually within one
to two days.”

Another improvement that has
been available since the fall se-
mester is the OneSearch box from
the Cushwa-Leighton Library’s
home page, which is similar to the
OneSearch box on the Hesburgh
Library’s home page. This func-
tion searches the four libraries’
catalogs, a growing collection of
articles from the library databases
and most of the Cushwa-Leighton
Library’s online journal subscrip-
tions, Fore said.

Junior Mandy Gilbert said this
function has been useful to her in
searching for articles related to her
nursing major.

“Whenever [ have to doresearch
orlook up abook, I goimmediately

to the OneSearch box instead of
looking forit at just one of the cam-
puses,” Gilbert said. “I find the re-
sults I need almost instantly.”

The Cushwa-Leighton Library
has also implemented an online
chat box on the website, which
puts students in contact with a
librarian to answer all questions
during reference hours, Fore said.

“Chat reference [allows stu-
dents to] get help from across the
room, across campus OI across
town,” she said.

In addition, the Library has sub-
scribed to three new databases
of streaming videos, including
Academic Video Online, Films
on Demand: Master Academic
Collection and psychotherapy.net
so more professors can use videos
in their classes, Fore said.

In addition to multimedia, the
Library has also been working to
increase the number of journal
and periodical subscriptions in
electronic format.

“Currently, students can access
over 7,000 e-books,” Fore said.
“More and more of our periodicals
are online and accessible from
anywhere, and we are looking at
collections in archives that can be
digitized and made available for
use more easily.

“More students are being asked
to find primary documents as a
way of studying history and cul-
ture and archives collections
are treasures awaiting deeper
discovery.”

The Library is also planning a
remodel in the near future, a proj-
ectin the Saint Mary’s fundraising

campaign.

“The preliminary plans include
updating the study space [on the
first floor] to help students col-
laborate together in groups with
their laptops and library com-
puters in a more flexible space,”
she said. “Additional group study
rooms on the second level of the
library will include large screens
and allow students to display their
multimedia projects and rehearse
and edit presentations.

“We hope to better support the
various devices that students al-
ready have as well as updating the
campus technology to support
the way student learn and study
together.”

Contact Kelly Konya at
kkonya0l@saintmarys.edu

Speaker addresses

By CAROLYN HUTYRA

News Writer

Dr. Timothy O’Malley, direc-
tor of the Notre Dame Center for
Liturgy, opened the 2014 Winter
Series, “Theology on Tap,” on
Wednesday night at Legends.
O’'Malley, the first of four profes-
sors in the speaker series, began
the Campus Ministry event with
the topic, “Do I really need to go to
Mass to be Catholic?”

“It’s pretty easy to go to Mass
here,” O’'Malley said of the Notre
Dame campus. “You don't get any
‘I worked really hard to go to Mass
award.” You went downstairs.”

Soon graduates will enter the
adult world, go to work and realize
attending Mass is not going to be
easy, O'Malley said.

“And then you may ask your-
self, legitimately, do I have to go to
Mass to be Catholic?” he said. “Or
do I have to go as often? Or can'’t I

go just a little less? I'm tired. I was
out late last night. They don’t have
al0p.m.Mass.”

O’Malley compared the ques-
tion of going to Mass to the ques-
tion, “Do I have to talk to my wife
to be married?” He said the an-
swer to both questions is no, but
both are minimal questions to ask.
He added that this does not mean
Catholics should not go to Mass,
but rather Mass is not the sole
marker of a Catholic identity.

An additional danger for stu-
dents on campus is the dorm Mass
itself, O'Malley said.

“I was a student here so I'm not
just being intentionally provoca-
tive,” he said. “I actually don’t
think the dorms do a very good job
at Notre Dame forming you for the
rest of your life as a Catholic.

“That is, you belong to a perfect
community of people who all look
like you and they’re basically you.
You sing anthem and you close a

necessity

book at the end. You slam it shut
and you give bro-hugs as the sign
of peace. That’s not my Mass expe-
rience, and that’s not the norm.”

O’Malley said he knows a num-
ber of alums who attended Notre
Dame and said their faith experi-
ences peaked when they were in a
chapel at the university.

“That’s depressing to me,’
he said. “Your faith experience
peaked when you were 18 years
old? 192202 21? What about the rest
of it? What is left?”

The Eucharist is the sacrament
that gradually teaches a Christian
to give up one’s own desires,
O’Malley said. He said receiving
the gift of the Eucharist is impor-
tant for three reasons, the first of
which is that it teaches people to
live selflessly.

“All your life you've been told it’s
about you,” he said. “It’s hard to
learn that it’s not about you.”

The Eucharist and a lifetime of

of Mass, Eucharist

going to Mass gradually correct
that idea, O’'Malley said. He said
you reach outside yourself in love
because you encounter God.

“Benedict XVI said this, that the
Eucharist remains ultimately frag-
mented and incomplete unless it
ends up in acts of love of charity to
the neighbor,” he said. “Even when
you take the sacraments in your
hands ... it’s not about you. It’s
about the salvation of the world.
Nothing you do in the Christian
life is about you.”

The second reason is the
Eucharist transforms suffering,
O’Malley said.

“Not every one of your class-
mates will live. They won’t be at
your 10-year reunion; they won'’t
be at your 20-year reunion,” he
said. “Some of you won't be able to
have children. And that’s your big-
gestdream. That is just life.”

O’Malley said the two responses
to suffering are anger toward life

and a Christian response of find-
ing God’s presencein the darkness.

“How do you transform that?”
he said. “The only thing you can
do, in some ways, is give it away, to
allow it to become a Eucharistic of-
fering, to allow your pain to open
up a space in which love becomes
more possible. The Eucharist pro-
vides a space for this.”

O’Malley said the third reason
addresses those who wonder what
their callingis in life.

“The Eucharist is a kind of prac-
tice for how to live out what you
think your vocation is going to be,”
he said. “Through the Eucharist,
you practice giving yourself away.

“And if you continue to give
yourself away, to love according to
the logic of a God who is love, then
just hypothetically, you'll end up
where you are supposed to be.”

Contact Carolyn Hutyra at
chutyra@nd.edu
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Conference

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

relations in the Middle East and
immigration, Purcell said. The
conference featured several key-
note speakers, policy workshops
and meetings with representatives
on Capitol Hill.

Sophomore Ethan Muehlstein
said the best part of the experi-
ence for him was hearing from the
speakers.

“[The speakers] urged us to live
out the gospel Pope Francis is try-
ing to teach to us in his homilies
andinthewayheacts,” hesaid. “My
favorite part of the conference was
hearing a speech from [Cardinal
Theodore McCarrick]. He was talk-
ing about how we don’t have to be
perfect humans or great orators to
make a difference. We just have to
do the bestwe can at somethingwe
love with our whole hearts.”

Sophomore Kaitlyn Kennedy
said she relished the chance to
meet with Congress members
from Indiana.

“I felt like an empowered citizen
visiting with both Indiana sena-
tors and Representative Walorski,”
Kennedy said. “It was nerve-wrack-
ing to speak to them on these con-
troversial and complex issues, but
we felt confident knowing that we
were not there in our own interest
and that the words we were speak-
ing were truth.”

It was significant that the group
was able to meet with Senator
Donnelly, Senator Coats and Rep.
Walorski and get a sympathetic
hearing from the lawmakers,
Muehlstein said.

“Some other groups were only
able to meet with chiefs of staff, so
it was good we were able to meet
with the people who actually make
the laws and vote,” Muehlstein
said. “I felt they were open to what
we were telling them.”

The group was able to meet with
the legislators themselves because
Purcell began working to arrange
the meetings in October, he said.
He said the reason he makes such
an effort is the importance for the
students of having that experience.

“The best understanding of civ-
ics comes from being engaged in
it,” he said. “Being on Capitol Hill
can't be replicated here in South
Bend.”

All four of the undergraduate
students in the group were sopho-
mores, and every year the group
includes sophomores because
the students have time to act on
their experience when they return
and become leaders on campus,
Purcell said.

“The reason I bring sophomores
is for leadership development,” he
said. “I think it’s a transformative
experience for them.

“The students appreciate learn-
ing about faith and advocacy, and
that faith and politics don’t have to
be separate. [Attending the confer-
ence] helps them get a national and
an international perspective on so-
cial concerns.”

Muehlstein said the conference
helped him to understand why he
was interested in social justice and
motivated him to become even
more involved.

“I've always had a passion
for social justice, so this was a
great opportunity to get to the

theory behind why I do what I do,”
Muehlstein said. “Another student
and I are now hoping to get in-
volved in the local juvenile deten-
tion center, sharing our ministry
with them so they don’t feel forgot-
ten or alone.”

Kennedy said her experience al-
lowed her to move beyond what
she was already learning about
Catholic social values in the
classroom.

“As a Catholic Social Tradition
Minor, I have studied about what it
means to live the Gospel social val-
ues in class, but this conference in-
troduced me to people whose lives
have been transformed by these
values, and gave me a way to advo-
cate for these values to be upheld in
our nation.”

Purcell said the conference is or-
ganized by 16 different Catholic or-
ganizations, with the United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) as the primary sponsor.

Contact Christian Myers at
cmyers8@nd.edu

Fundraiser

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“I had no start-up money to
organize the fundraiser and so
everything that will happen that
night came out of the good hearts
of those involved.”

Hossfeld said she received a
grant in the summer of 2013 as a
student intern to start the Gir’s’
Summer Club for the daughters
of women at St. Margaret’s House,
but this summer the funding is
uncertain.

“We are hoping that [the-Hoop-
A-Thon] can help us start raising
the funds that are necessary to
keep the program running and to
let us do some really fun things,”
Hossfeld said.

The idea behind the Gir’s’
Summer Club was to build the
girls’ self-esteem in a variety of
ways, Hossfeld said.

“I initially wanted to do Gir’s’
Club so that we could talk about
things like body image, healthy
eating habits and self esteem
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because I believe that these are
very prevalent problems in wom-
an of all ages,” Hossfeld said. “I
also think addressing these topics

“I had no start-up
money to organize
the fundraiser
and so everything
that will happen
that night came
out of the good
hearts of those
involved.”

Sarah Hossfeld
junior

young can help girls to have posi-
tiveideas.”

Hossfeld said the program
incorporated having fun and
learning about issues the girly are
facing in a way that encouraged
the girls to enjoy coming to the
Gir's’ Summer Club and makine
friends.

“The girls made journals so that
theycouldhaveapositive outlet for
their feelings,” Hossfeld said. “We
did things on body image such as
the Barbie project and compared
the dimensions of what Barbie
would be if she was real, and how
that compares to our bodies.”

Saint Mary’s and Notre Dame
students should attend the-Hoop-
A-Thon to support the local com-
munity, Hossfeld said.

“I think it is very easy to get
caught in the SMC and ND bubble
and forget about the community
around us,” she said. “Just down
the street there are families who
are struggling to put food on the
table or provide essential daily
things for themselves or their
children.

“It would be a great experience
for people to come out and meet
these wonderful woman and their
daughters. Plus all of the money
goes to a good cause.”

Contact Haleigh Ehmsen at
hehmse0l @saintmarys.edu

OVERLOOKING NOTRE DAME IS EASY

AT THE BRAND NEW

GRAD/PROFESSIONAL STUDENTS ONLY COMMUNITY

research community.

location today.

 On-site Eatery

NOW LEASING FOR 2014-15

Introducing a unique, new, university-related* community only
for Grad/Professional students, researchers, faculty and staff
of the University of Notre Dame.

Opening for residence in August of 2014, the Overlook at Notre
Dame will be the first community close to campus designed for
post-baccalaureate students and members of the academic

The Overlook apartments are move-in ready with all charges,
including all utilities, as part of the rent.

The Overlook’s four-story buildings overlook the eastern edge of
campus providing an unsurpassed view of the university. Units
with premium views are available, but limited, so reserve a prime

Comprised of furnished, one-bedroom and studio units, the
Overlook at Notre Dame will feature:

* One-key bldg. & apartment access * Stacked washer & dryer
* Video-assisted guest access  Upscale kitchen with

FREE Utilities, WIFI & Cable TV
* Collaboration & Meeting Rooms ¢ FREE Exercise Room

stainless appliances
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Move into your brand new Overlook at Notre Dame apartment

in August.

Contact Jeri Decola at 574.243.1700 or jeri@overlooknd.com

for reservations or further details.

The only way to get
closer to campus is
to live on it.

The Overlook at Notre
Dame gets you within
walking distance

to everything Irish —
classes, athletic
events, campus
activities, Rolf’s...
and everything else —
groceries, restaurants,
pubs and shops.

SEE US ON TWITTER, FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

*The Overlook at Notre Dame is university-related and privately owned and operated by LP Overlook, LLC.

OVERLOOK AT NOTRE DAME 574.243.1700 54651 Burdette Street South Bend, IN 46637 OverlookND.com
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

years.

Kaufman said his case study
reveals a flaw in the way we
view international borders.

“There is always a gap be-
tween how we perceive po-
litical borders as impregnable,
impenetrable lines that are
controlled by the states and the
reality that consistently defeats
that,” he said. “This is even
more so in areas of conflict
zones, where we think of bor-
ders as lines of defense where
the military stands behind one
side, the other military behind
the other side, and the border
line is simply a war zone.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

STEAKHOLDER.

“This has been the image of
the Israeli borders with its Arab
neighbors. When you zoom in,
you see that the situation is far
more complex.”

To better understand the
complexity of these borders,
Kaufman said he pored through
French diplomatic archives
that were disorganized but held
the key to unlocking the border
dispute.

“I knew that if I would find
anything about the Lebanese
and Syrian borders it would
be there, because the French
demarcated these borders, in
theory, during the days of the
French mandate,” he said.

Kaufman said this border
dispute is especially relevant to

the current Syrian political cli-
mate and its resulting refugee
crisis.

“Inlight of the unrest that has
engulfed the Middle East since
2011, if you look at the Syrian
civil war, and you look at the
situation at Syria’s borders, you
get a sense ... that the conflicts
in the region, even the Syrian
civil war, cannot be circum-
scribed within the boundaries
of Syria,” he said. “There is ac-
tually great leakage.

“The civil war in Syria has be-
come aregional issue. Lebanon
is affected by it. Israel is af-
fected by it. And the tri-border
region has become another are-
na where the civil war is being
manifested.”

This conflict and those in-
volved in it has made the region
he writes about dangerous,
Kaufman said.

“Because of the topography
of this region, it has become
an area for arms smuggling,
for combatants to go back and
forth from Lebanon to Syria
and vice versa,” he said.

“Because of the sensitivity of
this region, Israel has now for-
tified its military presence and
has also began treating Syrian
citizens arriving now at the
Israeli borders asking for medi-
cal assistance. It all takes place
there in this very small piece of
land that, despite its small size,
can tell us the big stories of the
Middle East.”

Kaufman said using cartog-
raphy to examine the conflict
in this region — the first third of
his book is all about maps - is
“innovative.”

“Something that has notbeen
done byIdon’tthinkanybodyis
the connection I make between
cartography and the social and
political reality, colonial car-
tography of the 19th century;, its
impact on boundary demarca-
tion in the 20th century and the
way this colonial cartography
eventually plays a decisive role
in how border populations be-
have on a day- to-day basis,” he
said.

Contact Tori Roeck at
vroeck@nd.edu

£9D
DomerDollars

Join the East Coast Club
at psmichiana.com and get a

Complimentary 6” Sub

PENK STATION

1/2 mile from campus!

Corner of Ironwood & 23
2202 South Bend Avenue
(574) 855-2432
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jurisprudence in 2006. He de-
cided to focus on Thomas be-
cause his beliefs were similar to
Scalia’s, but also encompassed
important differences.

“Both Scalia and Thomas re-
main unswayed by the claims of
precedent,” Rossum said.

“Scalia focuses on original
public meaning, while Thomas
focuses on the general meaning,
which incorporates Scalia’s ap-
proach but also considers intent

and understanding.”
Rossum said another
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Gallery Talks

View exhibitions

UNIVERSITY OF |
NOTREDAME

Join us for a free
pbublic reception

Sunday, February 9
2:00-4:00 p.m.

3:00 p.m. by Cheryl Snay, curator of European
art, in both the No Little Art and The Artist’s

3:45 p.m. by student curators Aubrey Butts 14,
Maria Do 'l 6, and Bethany Tabor, SMC "1 4, in
the American Ruins exhibition

Make Your Mark! printmaking activity
throughout the reception

u (574) 631-5466

difference between the two
justices is their opinions of the
Declaration of Independence.
Scalia rejects it because he be-
lieves it is not relevant, but
Thomas highly values the docu-
ment, Rossum said.

“To Thomas, the original
intention of the Constitution
was to be the fulfillment of the
Declaration of Independence,”
Rossum said.

Rossum gave examples of
Thomas’s originalist jurispru-
dence as applied to the Interstate
Commerce Clause, a part of the
Commerce Clause that allows
Congress to regulate economic

activity between states. Rossum
said Thomas votes against
cases in which the Interstate
Commerce Clause is applied,
such as Gonzales v. Raisch, be-
cause it was not included in the
original Constitution.

Dr. Donald Drakeman of
Princeton University closed the
event with remarks on Rossum’s
book.

“It is a wonderfully done book
that shows the incredible con-
sistency of Thomas’s jurispru-
dence,” Drakeman said.

Contact Kayla Mullen at
kmullen2@nd.edu

n sniteartmuseum.nd.edu

The Artist’s View
Landscape Drawings from  Northern Renaissance
the Crocker Art Museum

Johann Christoph Erhard (German,
1795-1822), A Monk Visiting Ruins,
1814, graphite and wash on wove
paper. Crocker Art Museum, E. B.
Crocker Collection, 1871.1020

SNITE MUSEUM OF ART

American Ruins
Challengmg Ideas of Progress

Antonio Turok (Mexican, b. 1955), Old Studebaker Factory, South Bend,
Indiana, 2009, digital pigment print. Gift of the artist, 2009.035.

No Little Art: Diirer's
Apocalypse and

Prints

Albrecht Direr (German

Vignos Jr.'41,2013.013.005

.f facebook.com/sniteartmuseum

1471-1528), The Four Horsemen
of the Apocalypse, 151 |, woodcut.

Acquired with funds provided by 1| 2012, On loan from C. G. Boerner,
the Estate of Edith and Dr. Paul .

Ornament Doesn’t Need
Little Flowers: Anton Wiirth
and Engraving in the
2 [t Century

Robert Nanteuil (1623—1678), Gilles
Rousselet (1610-1686), and Anton
Wirth (b. 1957), Portrait of Louis XIV
Surrounded by an Allegorical Composi-
tion, 1667, together with N — Predella

New York.
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INSIDE COLUMN

Lostin
perspective

Maria Massa
Graphics Designer

During my senior year of high
school, my art teacher, Ms. Deal, made
each of the students in her class keep a
journal throughout the year, and each
morning she would have something
about which for us to journal. Some
days, it would be a quote to which we
would have to respond, other days she
might ask us to sketch out a scene de-
scribed out loud.

Whatever it was, it was something
to get us thinking, and something that
challenged us to look deeper at our
own lives than a typical high school se-
nior might. While I can appreciate now
the value of all those morning journal
questions, there was one in particular
that continues to challenge me and
influence the way I go through life.

Over along weekend, Ms. Deal asked
us simply to do something that put us
out of our comfort zone, and then write
about it the next class. Nothing illegal,
and nothing extreme like cliff jumping
— just something small that we might
consider a challenge and others might
not. Seemed simple enough, but it took
alot of introspection to figure out what
little things scared me or made me
uncomfortable. After a lot of thought, I
realized I've always been afraid of be-
ing lost.

So, for my challenge, I decided that
instead of driving the same 14-minute
drive home from school like I did every
day, I would get myselflost. I didn’t do
anything crazy like get on the highway
and get out of town, but I took back-
roads home, and turned down streets
I pass everyday (but have never driven
down) trusting I would eventually get
to where I needed to go, and just enjoy-
ing the drive.

While it was something really
simple, it was also really therapeutic,
and I got in the habit of doing it every
once in a while. It gave me a chance
to break from the daily routines I got
so stuck in, allowed me time to let my
mind wander and I got to explore areas
of town to which I had never paid any
attention before.

Getting myself lost, something that
once made me uncomfortable, has
now become something I make a point
of incorporating into my life. When I
lived in Farley, it meant walking a dif-
ferent way home or wandering around
a different part of campus. Now that I
live off campus, it means turning left
instead of right and exploring a new
part of South Bend (which actually
has a lot more to offer than you might
think, if you look close enough). But
no matter where I am, it always means
a little fresh perspective and a break
from the everyday routine.

Contact Maria Massa at
mmassa@nd.edu

The views expressed in the Inside
Column are those of the author and not
necessarily those of The Observer.

The real story on enlightenment

Mia Lillis
We are ND

Two summers ago, I spent two
months living in an ashram just
outside of Pondicherry, a city in the
southern part of India. In the months
leading up to the abroad experience,
my excitement grew stronger and
stronger. I had always been interested
in India. I found the food to be deli-
cious, I appreciated the influence of
the sitar in Western music, I had en-
joyed the few Bollywood movies that
I had seen at that point and I found
the Hindu religion to be extremely
interesting. For as long as I could re-
member, it had been my dream to visit
India, for I firmly believed that some
kind of spiritual or personal enlighten-
ment lay waiting for me in the foreign
land. Now that this dream would soon
come true, I could not be happier.

Little did I know that Pondicherry
had a rude awakening in store for me.
Unsurprisingly, India was not at all
what I expected based on my extreme-
ly limited exposure. My previous ex-
periences with Indian food, music and
movies were a poor representation of
the vast, rich, diverse culture found in
India. This limited understanding was
arguably comparable to a foreigner
whose only perception of the United
States was french fries and Western
films, and because they enjoyed these
things, believed they belonged in and
could find personal enlightenment
in the United States. Needless to say,

I found no enlightenment in India
— not because India was a terrible
place at all, far from it. However, my

approach to visiting Pondicherry had
completely precluded any chance I
had to truly appreciate what I encoun-
tered there. Going into an experience
expecting some kind of supernatural
revelation will inevitably lead to disap-
pointment, and further, is a complete
disrespect of the people and the cul-
ture that one intended to take advan-
tage of for personal improvement. In
fact, if Pondicherry offered me any
kind of enlightenment, it was the
discovery that I had approached this
abroad experience with completely ill
intentions.

This is not to say that traveling
abroad is inherently awful. Not every-
one who travels abroad expects the
experience to provide them with some
kind of personal growth. Rather, many
people are drawn to travel because it
gives them an opportunity to learn a
new language, or because they believe
that exposure to diversity is inherently
beneficial or because traveling can
reveal the falsity of some previously
deep-seated assumptions about the
world. More than 50 percent of the
Notre Dame campus goes abroad at
some point, and if one asks these stu-
dents about their reasons for doing so,
they will give you many other reasons
beyond these.

Of course, that is not to say that I am
the sole Notre Dame student that has
studied abroad for the wrong reasons. I
have spoken with several friends, both
who have gone abroad or who have
elected to stay on campus for their full
junior year, who admit that their rea-
sons for going abroad were less than
benevolent and less than respectful
towards other cultures. Luckily, these

friends who elected to stick around
realized before it was too late what I
had to learn the hard way: if one does
seek enlightenment, or wishes to ex-
perience a culture different from their
own, one need not travel at all to find
these things. We often romanticize
foreign cultures at the detriment of ac-
tual people living these cultures, while
simultaneously completely overlook-
ing the fact that the American experi-
ence is incredibly diverse, and for the
most part one would need to travel
only half-an-hour to find a completely
unfamiliar community or culture.
Whether it is a service opportunity
in another country or study abroad,
learn from my mistake. Do not be the
jerk who presumes that they will find
enlightenment simply by immersing
themselves in a foreign community.
Do not presume that you know all
about a culture prior to actually expe-
riencing said culture. If you do travel,
keep an open mind and do not make
assumptions beforehand about what
the experience will mean for you, for
this is the surest way to ensure that
you will have a bad experience. And
if you do not travel, that’s perfectly
okay as well. The world is full of learn-
ing experiences, both abroad and
domestic, and regardless of whether
you go abroad or stay in the country,
these experiences are waiting for your
discovery.

Mia Lillis is a senior living in
Cavanaugh Hall. She can be reached at
mlillis@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column
are those of the author and not
necessarily those of The Observer.

EDITORIAL CARTOON

QUOTE OF THE DAY

“The whole problem with the world is that fools
and fanatics are always so certain of themselves,

but wiser people so full of doubts.”

Bertrand Russell (1872-1970)

British author, mathematician and author

4

Follow us on Twitter.
(@0ObserverViewpnt
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Hey undecided, Arts and Letters

Alex Caton
Modest Proposals

I'm not a philosophy or PLS major,
butI considered both. They’re fantas-
tic majors with eminently qualified
and extremely interesting faculty. If
you're still “fundecided” and you're
really into ideas, books and destroy-
ing your friends in arguments, you
should give them a serious look. To do
that, you might go to their websites.
And if you go to their websites, you'll
find links to passionate and, I think,
somewhat out-of-place defenses of the
major as an employable, and therefore
worthy, field. The philosophy website
provides a link to an article from The
Atlantic on a philosophy Ph.D. who
started a consulting firm that now has
more than 500 employees. The PLS
website features a collection of brief
essays from PLS alumni working in
everything from underwater archeol-
ogy to venture capital, the message
being, “Yes, you really can get a job.”

I object, in the first place, to the
pervasive notion that Arts & Letters
must carry the burden of proof that

the degrees it confers are employ-
able. This idea is wrong on at least two
fronts. The first is that the value of a
degree is not primarily rooted in the
salary it brings you immediately after
graduation, but in the educational ex-
perience it still represents half-a-cen-
tury down the road. The second and
more practical is that the ability to
hear a dense or flowery set of words,
dissect it into its constituent premises
and conclusions and affirm it or blow
it out of the water with better logic,
will never not be employable.

The first of those two arguments
is one I subscribe to wholeheartedly,
romantic as it sounds. When I finish
this column I am going to shut my
laptop and read about the effect of
reelection incentives on the behav-
ior of U.S. Congressmen, and then
about Richard Nixon’s veto on the War
Powers Act, and then, if time allows,
30 or so pages of “Trainspotting,” a
book of short stories told in the voice
of 1990’s Scottish heroin addicts. I'm
pretty jazzed about it.

In a perfect world, everyone gets
this charged up about what they
study, whether the subject is fiscal

policy or fluid dynamics. But I don’t
believe this is always the case here.
I think there are “CHEGs” who
would rather study Political Science,
Pre-Meds who’d rather read British
Literature and some Finance majors
itching to switch to theology (plus,
these things rarely seem to go the
opposite way). For people so situ-
ated, the single greatest time com-
mitment of these four years — school
— must feel more like work than an
adventure.

In saying this I don’t make a value

judgment on different majors, nor

do I discount why these situations
arise in the first place. $57,000 is a
heck of a sum. As is $47,000, $37,000,
$27,000 and $17,000. So long as tuition
hikes outpace inflation, these num-
bers push us to justify our degrees

in dollars. So long as Mendoza holds
its place as the No. 1 undergraduate
business school and STEM majors get
sucked into the booming economy of
big data and digital everything, lib-
eral arts kids like me will feel anxiety
about how we’ll fare. That anxiety
isn’t helped by the occasional career
fair recruiter poorly suppressing a

is for you

puzzled look when you answer the
question, “What’s your major?”

But skeptical recruiters aside, I be-
lieve in an institution such as Notre
Dame, career anxiety simply should
not enter into the equation when
you choose your course of study.
Everything I've observed thus far
points to the following formula for
landing in prestigious places (and
paying off your debt) after Notre
Dame: crush your classes, become
an interesting and confident person
and learn how to lead others. That’s it.
Impressive people are impressive (and
impressive people get hired) because
they transcend reductionist labels of
A, B or Cmajor and X, Y or Z college.
Put another way, if you want to study
philosophy, but you're concerned that
it will hurt your plans to run the world
of investing, don’t worry — it won’t.
Ask Carl Icahn and George Soros.

Alex Caton is a junior living in St.
Edward’s Hall. He can be contacted at
acaton@nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are
those of the author and not necessarily those
of The Observer.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

What about the men’s
Spirit wear?

In my four years at Notre Dame, I
have come close to writing in to The
Observer multiple times. Several
things around campus have either
“irked” me or have elicited praise.
But finally, as a senior, something
has finally pushed me over the
edge: 2014’s spirit wear.

I have good things to say about
spirit wear — especially about the
2012 green and gold, Joe Montana-
era football jersey. If allowed, I
would have bought three of those
— not only because I liked the look,
but because they were reasonably
priced. This year, however, I feel
that the focus group in charge of
spirit wear has completely missed
their mark. This year’s edition — a
rugby polo reminiscent of those
you will find in a female dorm’s
catalogue or a major college soror-
ity — fails to attract a majority of
campus. Every male student I have
talked to is not only turned off by
the price of the rugby polos (one for
$45, two for $80), but by the very
style of the shirt of well. Even my
female friends are appalled by the
price, as well as some of the color
schemes. As seniors, we believe
that our spirit wear should be more
unisexual and affordable than the

current 2014 version.

As we speak, this year’s edition
of spirit wear most accurately rep-
resents what my sister is paying for
during her freshman year at the
University of Illinois: a piece of
clothing that separates a group of
girls from the rest of the gender on
campus. What spirit wear should
represent is a medium through
which seniors can show pride in
their graduating class in a more af-
fordable fashion than a class ring.
The class ring is a recognizable tra-
dition that has lasted generations at
Notre Dame, but is still a tradition
that is not a financial reality for
all students. It was not affordable
for my father in '83, nor is it for my
twin brother and myself in '14.

This year’s senior class has been
hoping for apparel that separates
them from every other graduat-
ing class in Notre Dame’s history.
We — especially the male and the
less financially privileged — have
not receive an acceptable option in
2014.

Dan O’Brien
senior
off-campus
Feb. 7

When reading Katrina Linden’s col-
umn from Feb. 5, I found plenty to be
taken seriously. Of course, we must real-
ize there is still a lot of work to be done
in promoting equality in all sectors of
public life. We have not yet emerged
into a “post-racial” America. I would
like to, however, raise a point that at
first seems quite trivial but means a lot
for proper discourse. Ms. Linden stated,
“I am convinced any white male in the
United States today would have been a
slaveowner in the past.” A bold claim, to
be sure.

As a history major, I have learned the
hard way the pitfalls of making grand as-
sumptions such as Ms. Linden’s without
the facts to back them up. She certainly
did not do any research in preparation
for such a broad statement — in her de-
fense, she never claimed to have done re-
search. One pitfall to which a statement
like this exposes the author is to be hit
hard by anyone who has the facts.

Anyone with cursory knowledge of
19th century American history is aware
of some rather prominent white males
who did not own slaves and, in fact,
fought tooth and nail against the insti-
tution. Leave out the somewhat contro-
versial example of John Brown, and you
still have men like Theodore Weld, upon

whose abolitionist writings Harriet

Slave ownership: an
honest debate

Beecher Stowe based “Uncle Tom’s
Cabin.” Or William Lloyd Garrison,
who founded “The Liberator” in 1831
as an anti-slavery periodical. Or Elijah
Lovejoy, who was killed in Alton, I1l., by
a pro-slavery mob intent on destroy-
ing his abolitionist publication. Slavery
was a powerful force, but there were
thousands of people dedicated to its
downfall, information on whom is ex-
ceedingly easy to find today.

To Ms. Linden, I don’t point out these
examples in order to discredit you. On
the contrary, I believe strongly in most
of the points you make in your column,
and understand that you are completely
against blaming anyone for the deeds of
others. I bring this up because I want to
demonstrate that when writing an im-
portant and assertive treatise such as
yours, every little detail counts. We have
a responsibility when we are express-
ing ourselves not to take shortcuts, not
to compromise the truth for emotional
resonance. We must all work hard to
preserve the integrity of intellectual dis-
course, even if we're not being graded for
it.

Gabriel Orlet
senior

Morrissey Manor
Feb. 7

Submit a Letter to the Editor | Email obsviewpoint@gmail.com
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By JOHN DARR

Scene Writer

The Naked and Famous

Hailing from good old New Zealand,
The Naked and Famous is an indie rock
band that’s as epic as the movies filmed
in its homeland. Sporting massive guitar
and synth hooks and a killer guy-girl vo-
calist duo, The Naked and Famous is the
sort of band that would somehow save the
world with music. Over the span of merely
two albums, “Passive Me, Aggressive You”
and “In Rolling Waves,” The Naked and
Famous scored a series of indie-famous
hits; perhaps the best known of the bunch
are “Young Blood” and “Punching in a
Dream.” If by chance you've only heard
those two, don’t think you've heard it all;
The Naked and Famous have one of the
deepest singles catalogs of any modern

indie rock band. “Hearts Like Ours” and
“I Kill Giants” are easy highlights in the
pool.

CHVRCHES

An electro-pop group from Scotland,
CHVRCHES crafts unbelievably colorful
music, the irresistibly crisp production of
which is only topped by incredible song-
writing. The synthesizers CHVRCHES
layers in each song are incredibly vibrant,
perfectly complementing lead singer
Lauren Mayberry’s clear and power-
ful voice. Sporting lyrics of freedom and
courage in regards to love, CHVRHCES
manages to hit the feels hard while avoid-
ing clichés. Although it’s not on the radio
much, CHVRHCES’ music is undoubtedly
pop music. It manages to sound new and
exciting without sacrificing catchiness
or aesthetic appeal. For starters, check

out the explosive single “Recover” or the
dance-floor-ready “We Sink.”

The Drums

There are a lot of neighborhood rock
bands that have that homey, local feel but
lack catchy songwriting. There are also
a lot of pop bands that have incredibly
catchy songwriting but just seem overpol-
ished and distant. The Drums is a perfect
balance of both. Its music features loads
ofinfectious guitar riffs and unforgettable
choruses, but the production is relatively
stripped down and electronics are almost
completely absent. You've probably heard
at least parts of “Let’s Go Surfing” — the
whistling melody has been used in many
a TV commercials. Although that song
is great, don’t miss out on “Days,” “What
You Were” or “Money,” which on a scale of
one-to-catchy are atleast an 11.

SINGLE
“Wings”

So HAERTS is an up-and-coming group
that has only released four songs so far.
It’s kind of miraculous, however, that the
single “Wings” hasn’t been used in a Red
Bull ad. Not only is the track super ap-
propriate slogan-wise, it’s also filled to
the brim with epic ingredients — vocalist
Nini Fabi’s vocals set the bar for the word
“soar,” harmonies from heaven, a ridicu-
lously groovy drumbeat, gorgeous guitar
riff, and the lyrics “T'll float away into your
afterglow” which might look kind of silly
on paper until you actually hear them.
One thing’s for certain: “Wings” is a song
that, if you let it in, will probably be very
close to your heart.

HIGHLIGHT: HAERTS,

Contact John Darr at jdarr@nd.edu

By JIMMY KEMPER

Scene Writer

Around Notre Dame and across the
country, Disney’s hit animated fea-
ture “Frozen” has taken everyone by
icy storm. So far, it has generated over
$865 million in worldwide box office
sales, and has been lauded as Disney’s
best animated film since “The Lion
King.”

One of the biggest hit songs from
“Frozen” was “Let It Go”, performed
by Idina Menzel, who voiced Elsa in
“Frozen” and also originated the role
of Elphaba in the Tony Award winning
musical “Wicked.” The music video for
the song has over 77 million hits on
YouTube at the time of writing this ar-
ticle. By now, everyone who has seen
“Frozen” has probably also seen the
multi-language version of “Let It Go”

EMILY HOFFMAN | The Observer

that Disney released online, showing
off all 25 languages the song has been
released in. In order for the lyrics to
match the rhythm of the song, tran