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Pasquerilla East wins
Hall of the Year

By RACHEL O’GRADY

Associate News Editor

The Hall Presidents Council
(HPC) announced Pasquerilla
East Hall as the recipient of the
Hall of the Year award at Notre
Dame’s Student Leadership
Awards Banquet on Thursday
night. Walsh Hall won Women’s
Hall of the Year and Fisher Hall
was named Men’s Hall of the
Year.

Seamus Quilty, co-president of
HPC, said the committee select-
ed the three award recipients af-
ter evaluating the dorms’ Rockne
event reports, signature events,
Hall of the Year presentations,
resident testimonials and in-hall
events.

“This helped showcase a
hall’s identity, engagement of all
residents and drive towards

see HALL PAGE 5
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Mass remembers
Fr. Elizondo

By CATHERINE OWERS

Senior News Writer

Notre Dame faculty, staff
and students gathered in the
Basilica of the Sacred Heart for
Thursday afternoon for a Mass
in memory of theology profes-
sor Fr. Virgilio Elizondo, who
died March 14 in San Antonio.

Elizondo, the University
of Notre Dame professor
of Pastoral and Hispanic
Theology, is widely considered
the founder of U.S. Latino the-
ology and received the 1997
Laetare Medal. University
President Fr. John Jenkins
celebrated the Mass, and Fr.
Daniel Groody, director of im-
migration initiatives for the
Institute for Latino Studies,
delivered the homily.

Groody said Elizondo was a
man who was devoted to re-
lationships, gave generously

and “greeted people with open
arms.”

“Wherever he went, he often
could be found around a table,
gathering people together,
forming new relationships,
discussing new ideas,” he said.

Elizondo’s death was ruled
a suicide, according to a
South Bend Tribune report.
Elizondo was named in a 2015
San Antonio civil suit alleg-
ing Elizondo sexually abused
the unnamed plaintiff when
he was a minor, according to a
report originally run by WSBT.
Elizondo last taught at the
University during the spring
2015 term, University spokes-
person Dennis Brown said in
an email.

Thelawsuitwas filed against
the Archdiocese of San
Antonio, Fr. Jesus Armando

see ELIZONDO PAGE 4

Students raise
funds for charity

By COURTNEY BECKER

News Writer

The Junior Class Council

(JACC) to raise funds for
renovations to the Memorial
Children’s Hospital in South
Bend.

will host the second annual Junior Tegan  Chesney,

Notre Dame Dance-a-thon Dance-a-thon chair, said the

from 3 p.m. to midnight on Dance-a-thon committee

Saturday in the Joyce Athletic

and Convocation Center see DANCE PAGE 4
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Colwell is a Distinguished

Notre Dame will confer seven
honorary degrees at this year’s
commencement ceremony, the
University announced in a press
release Thursday. Rita Colwell, a
molecular microbiologist, will re-
ceive a doctor of science honorary
degree. Colwell, whose work fo-
cuses on globalinfectious diseases,
water and health will join six previ-
ously announced honorary degree

University Professor at the
University of Maryland and Johns
Hopkins University Bloomberg
School of Public Health, the re-
lease stated.

“A highly sought-after coun-
selor on science policy and edu-
cation matters, she has held
advisory positions within School

see RECIPIENTS PAGE 5

NDH fire forces evacuation

RACHEL O’GRADY | The Observer

Emergency vehicles from Clay County, South Bend and Notre Dame Fire Departments responded to the
fire in the basement of North Dining Hall Thursday night. The fire was extinguished by 10 p.m.

Observer Staff Report

A small electrical fire
caused a complete evacu-
ation of North Dining Hall
just before 8 p.m. Thursday
night. After all students and
staffleft the building, the fire
was contained in the electri-
cal room in the basement,
according to the Notre Dame
Security Police. Emergency
vehicles from several fire de-
partments responded to the

alarm.

“As a result of that alarm,
it’'s standard procedure for
Notre Dametorespond, along
with Clay [County] and South
Bend Fire Departments,
along with the Notre Dame
Police Department. So that’s
why you see this large re-
sponse,” Paul Browne, vice
president for public affairs
and communications, said in
an interview with WNDU.

NDSP confirmed the fire

was extinguished by 10
p-m., and the entire build-
ing is currently undergoing
safety checks. As a precau-
tion, the power was turned
off in North Dining Hall.
Additionally, the fire depart-
ment at the scene blocked
off parts of the surround-
ing area, around Farley Hall,
Geddes Hall and Mod Quad.
Crews at North Dining Hall
are working to restore power
to the building.
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UESTION OF THE DAY:

With what non-beef ingredient would you make a hamburger patty?

Have a question you want answered?
Email photo@ndsmcobserver.com

Jack Brooks
junior
Morrissey Manor

“French onion soup mix.

Nate McCormick
senior
off campus

“Venison.”

y

Matthew Domenech

sophomore
Dillon Hall

“A South Quad rabbit.”

junior

“Lamb.”

freshman

disgrace.”

Shaquille Johnson

Keenan Hall

MacKenzie Cavanagh

Farley Hall

“Black beans.”

Katie Hearn
sophomore
Farley Hall

“Nothing. That would be a

ROSIE LoVOI | The Observer

Barry Scherr, professor of Russian at Dartmouth College, lectures on Russian poet Lev Loseff in the Hesburgh Library Special
Collections on Thursday. The lecture was sponsored by the department of German and Russian languages and literatures.

THE NEXT FIVE

Friday

Bengali New Year
Celebration
Coleman-Maorse Center
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.
Experience culture
and traditional dinner.

Women’s Tennis vs.
Clemson

Eck Tennis Pavillion
3:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
The Irish take on the
Tigers.

Saturday

Softball vs.
Pittsburgh

Melissa Cook Stadium
Tp.m-5pm.

The Irish take on the
Panthers.

Eucharistic Adoration
Basilica of the Sacred
Heart

11 p.m.

24-hour Eucharist
celebration.

DAYS:

Want your event included here?
Email news@ndsmcobserver.com

Sunday

National Robotics
Week Event
Compton Family lce
Arena
12pm.-4pm.

Play with robots.

Men’s Lacrosse vs.
Duke

Arlotta Stadium
12p.m.-2p.m.

The Irish take on the
Blue Devils.

Monday

“God Lives in the City”
Hesburgh Center for
International Studies
5pm.-6:30 p.m.
Lecture on Pope
Francis’ theology.

Zumbathon

Rockne Memarial
Bp.m.-8p.m.

Workout special event
open to the community
for $5.

Tuesday

Artist Talk

Snite Museum of Art
6am.-/:30am
Artist and community
activist Vanessa
German will speak.

“Subculture Wars”
129 DeBartolo Hall
3:30 p.m.-5 p.m.
Lecture on social
conservatismin 21st
century America.
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SMC fosters discussion on homelessness

By MARTHA REILLY

Associate Saint Mary’s Editor

Saint  Mary’s  students
hosted a panel discussion
on homelessness in South
Bend on Thursday evening.
Panelists included represen-
tatives from St. Margaret’s
House, the Youth Service
Bureau, Our Lady of the
Road and the Center for the
Homeless.

Kathy Schneider, execu-
tive director of St. Margaret’s
House, said she hopes to pro-
vide women and children with
far more than basic necessi-
ties: She also wants to pro-
mote bonding and friendship.

“The most important thing
that we do is form a com-
munity of people who care
about each other,” Schneider

important than any services
we provide.”

According to Schneider, 24
percent of the people who
come to St. Margaret’s House
are homeless, which reflects
the flaws in the housing mar-
ket of South Bend.

“It’s very expensive,”
Schneider said. “People get
into homes thinking ‘This
is the answer, and it’s re-
ally hard. There are a lot of
reasons people can’t stay
housed.”

Mary Hicks, a guest at St.
Margaret’s House, said the
center played an integral role
in helping her turn her life
around.

“They treated me like I was
aperson,” Hicks said. “I found
my way back. I have a job. I
have my own place.”

taught her that establish-
ments such as St. Margaret’s
House serve as essential
resources.

“People that are homeless
need places like this because
I didn’t know where else to
go,” Hicks said.

Homelessness and unem-
ployment are related issues,
Hicks said, because many
people can no longer afford to
pay rent after they are fired.

“People live on the edge,”
Hicks said. “Sometimes there
can be one thing that goes
wrong, and there’s just no
safety net.”

Christin Kloski, community
involvement and volunteer
coordinator at the Center for
the Homeless, said she works
with men, women and fami-
lies as they try to achieve and
maintain self-sufficiency.
Kloski said the Center for the
Homeless prepares residents
for life after they move out,
even providing them with job
applications and conducting
mock interviews.

“We help to

serve the

homeless and provide op-
portunities to more than 275
individuals every day,” Kloski
said. “The mission of the cen-
ter is to break that cycle of
homelessness.”

Brady August, who directs
the street outreach program
for the Youth Service Bureau
of St. Joseph County, said the
program encourages young
people to recognize their
strengths and resolve their
problems before they enter a
dangerous cycle of drug and
alcohol abuse.

“I thought ‘Wouldn'’t it be
great if we could try to catch
them when they're in their
teenage years?’” August said.
“The mission is to target peo-
ple [ages] 16 to 24 who are in
need or at risk of becoming
homeless. We do this through
trying to build or establish

relationships with young
people.”
August said individuals

who witness violence dur-
ing childhood may continue
to suffer from this trauma,
which could hinder their

ability to succeed.

“They’ve never been to
Afghanistan, they've never
been to Iraq, but they've seen
people shot in their neighbor-
hoods,” August said. “Guns go
off all the time. They'’re in a
war zone.”

Matthew Insley, a staff
member at Our Lady of the
Road, a ministry of the St.
Peter Claver Catholic Worker
serving as a house of hos-
pitality for those needing a
place to stay indefinitely, said
the individualistic structure
of society contributes to the
problem of homelessness.

Insley said he encourages
everyone to unite in a self-
less response to others’ needs
because this can reduce the
number of people struggling
to find or afford a place to
live.

“Begin to make people’s is-
sues your issues,” Insley said.
“That’s what we're all about at
the Catholic Worker.”

Contact Martha Reilly at
mreilly0l1@saintmarys.edu

University fills new position

Observer Staff Report

The University selected
Pamela Nolan Young to fill
the new position for direc-
tor of academic diversity and

said. “I think that is more Hicks said her struggle
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

inclusion, according to an
April 7 press release.

Young, a graduate of Notre
Dame Law School, will join
the University’s Provost Staff
and focus mainly on enhanc-
ing Notre Dame’s faculty cli-
mate while also coordinating
diversity and inclusion with-
in the academic sphere, the
release said.

“The desire to bring to-
gether diverse voices and
perspectives is at the heart
of what Notre Dame stands
for,” Thomas G. Burish, the
University’s Charles and Jill
Fischer Provost, said in the
release. “I am so pleased
to welcome Pamela back to
Notre Dame to lead us in this
mission-critical area and to
ensure we are both purpose-
ful and effective in the ways
we seek to foster an environ-
ment where all may flourish.”

Prior to filling this new

position, Young worked as
the director of institutional
diversity and equity at Smith
College. She also worked for
North Shore Community
College for five years as their
human resources director. At
both schools, Young managed
affirmative action plans and
maintained diversity policies
and events.

“A prominent presenter
on issues of equality, diver-
sity and inclusion, Young has
served in various community
leadership roles, including as
amember of the New England
Resource Center for Higher
Education Multicultural
Affairs Think Tank and on
boards for organizations
involved with cultural en-
richment, educational ad-
vancement, abused women
and children, food pantries
and housing discrimination,”
the release stated.

Like us on Facebook.
fb.com/ndsmcohserver
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Dance

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

appreciated the opportunity to
make a difference in the local
community.

“[We] went on a tour of the
children’s hospital, and we saw
the rooms as they are now and
the rooms how they're going to
be in the future with the new
renovations, the new addition,”
Chesney said. “We wanted to
raise money for this cause be-
cause for other schools [dance-
a-thons], often times they’ll raise
money for a big organization, a
big hospital where they may have
alocal branch, but we really liked
Memorial because it was so lo-
cal and a lot of the residents and
community members have been
there.”

The marathon’s move from
South Dining Hall to the JACC
and its shortened time frame
will allow more participation in
the event, junior Freddie Stavins,
Dance-a-thon marketer, said.

“I think the JACC is sort of a
more immersive experience. ...
There’s a bit more room for peo-
ple to play on the inflatables,”
Stavins said. “Last year it went on
really long and sort of the focus of
the event is family-oriented and
we want kids to show up as well,
so by having a more concise time
frame, that way we can draw

more people and people will be
able to experience more in the
smaller amount of time.”

Paul Davis, gift officer for
Beacon Health System, said the
adjusted time frame has already
attracted many patients and
their families to the event, in-
cluding this year’s guest of honor,
Hannah Bell.

“[Bell]’s been battling cancer
for a few years, and there’s a vid-
eo of her online singing the song
‘Flashlight’... and she’s actually
singing it while she is in her infu-
sion bed getting chemotherapy,
and then the video is intertwined
with different kids in the hospi-
tal,” Davis said. “We’re going to
have her probably at about 3:30
get up onstage, say a few words
about what she’s gone through,
how much it means to her hav-
ing the Dance-a-thon and every-
thing and basically say ‘3, 2, 1, get
moving.’

“It’s going to be really neat to
celebrate her.”

Davis said he issued a chal-
lenge to the Hall Presidents’
Council for increased student
participation in the event.

“[For] the hall that raises the
most money — with a minimum
of a $1,000 — in our new facil-
ity in the front entrance will be a
large Dance-a-thon plaque with
a picture of the entire hall,” he
said. “Then we’re also going to
give that hall two exclusive visits

to the new Children’s Hospital
where they can go and visit with
patients, physicians. ... They’ll
pretty much have the run of the

“Our children’s
hospital loses
over $1 million
every year because
64 to 70 percent
of the kids that
we see are either
on Medicaid, or
they’re completely
uninsured and
we don’t turn
anybody away
regardless of their
ability to pay. .”
Paul Davis

gift officer
Beacon Health System

mill of our children’s hospital one
time in the spring [and] one time
in the fall.”

Chesney said in addition to
music and dancing, the event
schedule will feature a perfor-
mance from the Irish Dance team
at5 p.m., a Zumba instructor at 7
p-m. and inflatable bounce hous-
es and activities throughout the
marathon.

“We're trying to integrate the
student performers within the

Elizondo

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the Archdiocese of San
Antonio, Fr. Jesus Armando
Dominguez and Elizondo in
Bexar County district court. It
alleges Dominguez repeated-
ly sexually abused the plain-
tiff, listed as “John Doe” in
the 1980s. When the plaintiff
asked Elizondo for help deal-
ing with Dominguez’s abuse
in 1983, the lawsuit alleges
“Elizondo began to fondle
the Plaintiff’s genitals, taking
advantage of the same sexual
liberties Plaintiff complained
of with Father Dominguez.”

In his homily, Groody spoke
on the allegations of sexual
abuse made against Elizondo
last year.

“In May of last year, a
man came forward with al-
legations that he was sexu-
ally, repeatedly abused by
a priest more than 30 years
ago. If such allegations are
true, it’s an egregious injus-
tice against this human be-
ing. That priest, however,
was not Virgil Elizondo,”
he said. “These allegations
[were] against another priest
who fled the country and
was never heard from again.
Virgil later became con-
nected to the allegations
through one disputed inci-
dent of the plaintiff, which
Virgil completely denied. He
was brought into this case
not because he was a serial
abuser, but because he was a
highly visible, accomplished,
respected cleric. ... This one
accusation put the spotlight

entirely on Virgil.”

Groody said that Elizondo,
who lived an “abundantly
fruitful life,” but the weight
of the allegations “eventually
crushed him.”

“During this time, Virgil
became not only the embodi-
ment of his Christological
synthesis, but even our deep-
est fears as human beings. He
became the reject,” he said.
“To our eyes, he appeared to
reject the last moment of his
life — even those closest to
him do not know the reasons
why he took his life.”

Those who gather to re-
member Elizondo “affirm
in faith that even as he went
through rejection in this life,
God did not reject him in the
world to come,” Groody said.

“And as we have struggled
in these weeks, ultimately
realizing that the final ques-
tion about Virgil can never
be, ‘Why did he take his own
life?”” he said. “The central
question must always be,
‘How did he give us life?’”

Contact Catherine Owers at
cowers@nd.edu

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

event, but then also get students
excited about it through all of the
inflatable things which can either
be geared toward the kids who
can be coming from the hospi-
tal or college students,” Chesney
said. “We're trying to have these
things that can appeal to any au-
dience, any range of people who
want to come. In the future we’d
love to reach out to more groups
and have different performers.”

Stavins said the Dance-a-thon
committee’s marketing cam-
paign has focused on the joy of
the event as well as the charitable
aspects.

“We're just trying to promote
the joy of dancing,” he said. “I feel
like we all sort of have this great,
childlike portion to ourselves
and helping these kids experi-
ence a rich childhood is the ulti-
mate goal.”

Chesney said she hopes stu-
dents enjoy the event in addition
to gaining a new appreciation
for the Dance-A-Thon’s cause.

“I hope that they — at the
event, and before the event —
they see the cause and they see
what the money is going for, but
then they also have fun dancing
and have fun on the inflatables
and face painting or having
their own face painted,” she
said. “I hope that they take joy
from this event.”

Davis said he wants students
to realize Memorial Children’s

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Hospital’s unique and impor-
tant impact on the South Bend
community.

“Our children’s hospital loses
over $1 million every year be-
cause 64 to 70 percent of the
kids that we see are either on
Medicaid, or they’re completely
uninsured and we don’t turn
anybody away regardless of
their ability to pay,” he said.
“If we didn't have Memorial
Children’s Hospital right here in
South Bend they would have to
travel a minimum of two hours
away to receive treatment. ...
I just want students to under-
stand what a unique resource
is just right down the road
and how much it means to the
community, and to partner up
with the students, for us, is just
amazing.

“It’s definitely a blessing.”

Contact Courtney Becker at
cbecker3@nd.edu

— PAID ADVERTISEMENT —
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Degree

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of Public Health, the release
stated.

“A highly sought-after coun-
selor on science policy and
education matters, she has
held advisory positions within

government, nonprofit science
policy organizations, private
foundations and the interna-
tional scientific research com-
munity,” the release stated.
“The author or co-author of 17
books and more than 800 scien-
tific publications, she has been
awarded 61 honorary degrees.”

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Hall

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

residents and drive towards
developing the residents per-
sonally — as residents of the
hall community and as people
of the community beyond the
hall,” he said.

Pasquerilla East Hall intro-
duced a number of programs
during the past year designed
to help its residents develop
personally, Meredith Frasier,
co-president of HPC, said.

“[Pasquerilla East] has had
an exceptional year, meeting
the needs of many residents,”
she said. “With this in mind,
hall council conducted sur-
veys throughout the year to
better understand residents’
wishes. As a result of this in-
put, their two main goals
for the year were to increase
service opportunities and to
increase the variety of the
events.”

Mary White, president of
Pasquerilla East Hall, said her
goal was to reach a large por-
tion of her dorm’s residents.

“T honestly think it’s all due
to the commissioners,” White
said. “Our goals in the begin-
ning of the year, they really
took to heart, and they not
only did their two events per
semester — they went above
and beyond.”

Pasquerilla East hosted a
number of events throughout
the year for hall residents and
members of the Notre Dame
community, White said, in-
cluding a “Women’s Wisdom

Dinner,” trivia nights, a
“Puppies and Pancakes”
event and weekly service
opportunities.

“Throughout the year, the
leadership in this hall was
humble in identifying its ar-
eas for growth and then ef-
fective in making specific
improvements to reach more

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

residents,” Quilty said. “Their

organizational structure,
second to none, made this
possible.”

Quilty said the Women’s
Hall of the Year, Walsh Hall,
planned their year with
three core values in mind —
creativity, hospitality and
fearlessness.

Walsh Hall consistently gar-
nered large turnouts at hall
events, Quilty said, including
the dorm’s overnight retreat,
Harry Potter Week and study
abroad dessert crawl.

Walsh president Amy
Ackermann said she was
proud of the dorm’s service
and spirituality program
over the past year, which in-
volved working working with
the Ronald McDonald Family
House, the dorm’s new signa-
ture charity.

(Editor’s note: Amy
Ackermann is a photographer
for The Observer.)

“I was surprised because we
won Hall of the Year last year,
and I didn’t think it was pos-
sible to win twice in a row,”
she said. “A lot of the other
women’s halls had fantastic
programming, so I'm really
honored that they chose us.
I'm so proud of my chairs and
commissioners for all of the
hard work they did this year.”

Men’s Hall of the Year, Fisher
Hall, focused on formation
this year, in a personal and
communal sense, Frasier said.

“To encourage both faith-
based and other personal
growth, this hall invited
guest speakers to enlighten
residents, an intitiative that
began to honors their hall’s
namesake,” she said.

Proceeds from the dorm'’s
two signature events — a
Spikeball tournament and
the Fisher Regatta — earned
more than $6,000, all of which
was donated to St. Adalbert
School, the dorm’s signature
charity, Frasier said.

Fisher president Cory Jbara
said the dorm helped its resi-
dents grow by learning to live
for others and learning to en-
gage in the process of reflec-
tion and development.

“Although these events
are great on paper, the tradi-
tion in Fisher Hall goes way
further,” he said. “Fisher is
unique because of its com-
mitment to brotherhood. The
men of Fisher are extremely
dedicated to living not only
as individuals, but also as
a community. Together, we
have made a great impact on
each other and the campus as
a whole.”

“Congratulations to these
three halls and the remain-
ing 26, each of which deserves
genuine acknowledgement,”
Frasier said.

All three winning dorms
will receive monetary awards
from HPC and a Dome Dance
next year, Quilty said.

News Editor Katie Galioto
contributed to this report.

Contact Rachel O’Grady at
rogrady@nd.edu
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INSIDE COLUMN

How to get a
college boy to
notice you

Sydney Enlow

News Writer

My name is Sydney, and I am horribly single.
My desperate loneliness has come to the point
that I have begun trying to determine if the
names I picked out for my future children can be
easily transitioned into whimsical pet names.

So, in order to help myself and all the other
single ladies in the South Bend region, here are
the surefire ways to get that cute boy you merci-
lessly stalk on social media to finally notice you.

1. Pass out Papa John’s coupons at dorm
parties.

After a couple of years of delving into extensive
research, it can be said with quite certainty that
most guys like pizza. Go to your nearest Papa
John’s, ask for a handful of “10% off your next
purchase” coupons, write your name and num-
ber on the back and hand them out at the next
big social gathering. Better yet, just bring a pizza
to the next party. It’s bound to get you a few min-
utes of attention, even if it is only being yelled at
for not bringing more garlic dipping sauce.

2. Have a dog with you 24/7.

It has been scientifically proven there’s no bet-
ter wingman than a friendly dog. If you're lucky
enough to know where to borrow one for your
group study session with that cute guy in your
chemistry class, then you're in luck.

3. Speak only in Drake lyrics for the rest of
your life.

The greater portion of music genres played
at college parties appears to be rap. Seeing as
how boys are more often than not the DJs at said
events, the assumption can be made that boys
like rap, and who'’s better at rap than Drake? By
speaking in only his lyrics, it shows potential
suitors you not only have a deep interest in the
art, but you're also a really good listener.

4. Camp out for a weekend at Dick’s Sporting
Goods.

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to know boys
love sports. If, like me, your own dad benched
you on your third grade basketball team, then
you've tried to avoid the concept of sports alto-
gether. By living at Dick’s Sporting Goods for a
long weekend, you’ll absorb all you could ever
want to know about the history of sports. You'll
be a hit at the next football game.

5. Limit your wardrobe to strictly Vineyard
Vines and Sperry.

Salmon-colored Chubbies and a smart quar-
ter-zip sweater is the go-to outfit of most colle-
giate men in the South Bend region and nothing
will impress them more than your dedication
to the frat-life attire. Revamping your wardrobe
won’t be cheap, but the benefits far outweigh the
possibility of bankruptcy. Who knows, maybe
matching Vines hats will get you and the love of
your life talking about potential wedding colors.

Now none of these ideas have been tested but
don’t worry, I'll be the girl at Pigtostal carrying
a pizza with a German shepherd and spending
time with her woes. Good luck!

Contact Sydney Enlow at
senlow01@saintmarys.edu

The views expressed in the Inside Column are
those of the author and not necessarily those of The
Observer.

On Hall of the Year

After last night’s announcement of the three
2015-2016 Halls of the Year, Hall Presidents
Council would like to provide background about
this year-long process of promoting residence
life, up to and including the award determina-
tion. The year has been a frenzy of community
building for each of Notre Dame’s 29 halls.

We, Hall Presidents Council, are a group of 29
sets of Hall Presidents and Vice Presidents that
serve our individual halls and collaborate to bol-
ster the Notre Dame community. Our Executive
Board consists of six former Hall Presidents
and Vice Presidents: Co-Chairs Meredith Fraser
and Seamus Quilty, Athletics Chair Erik Siegler,
Social Chairs Brigid Mumford and Ted Cogan and
Finance Chair Joseph Schneider. Our purpose is
to serve as an information disseminating body, to
provide a social marketplace for members to dis-
cuss matters of residentiality and to coordinate
programming among residence halls. In short,
we hope to ensure that students of Notre Dame
are developing personally, as members of the hall
community and as members of the community
beyond the hall. Hall Presidents Council also al-
locates funding for Signature Events. In the 2015-
2016 academic year, there were 77 residence hall
Signature Events, 11 of which were new this year.

This year, the Hall of the Year calculation in-
cluded 55 percent Hall of the Year Presentation
(47.5 percent Presentation score, five percent Hall
Council visit and 2.5 percent resident testimoni-
als) and 45 percent Rockne (35 percent total of
seven Rockne scores, five percent Signature Event
form and five percent Favorite Event form), some
of which was new this year. Using this as a lens,
the Hall of the Year Review Board was able to
evaluate the degree to which hall communities
flourished this year. Final scores will be made
available online.

The first award, Women’s Hall of the Year, was
awarded to Walsh Hall. This women’s hall began
the year with over half of the hall entering as
new residents, which presented an opportunity
for strengthening. The women of Walsh began by
sending handwritten welcome notes to every in-
coming resident. This hall structured its hall life
with buzzwords creativity, hospitality and fear-
lessness this year, and thus all programming in-
tentionally matched hall needs. Walsh Wizarding
Week divided floors into Harry Potter houses for
competition and camaraderie. Invitations were
again personalized letters to each summoned res-
ident. Walsh Hall’s Study Abroad Dessert Crawl
of 70 participants allowed current residents to
welcome returning ones. For the second year in
arow, the Walsh overnight retreat gathered 80
women to celebrate their fearlessness in faith.

Walsh Hall established a new Signature Charity,
Ronald McDonald House, and continued their
Soul Sisters group for sisterhood and discussion.
Walsh Hall Council’s weekly meeting consis-
tently gathers 90 women. Their Signature Event,
Mr. ND, doubled its attendance to 400 people
this year. Although they will be moving from
their hall next year, the Hall Council team has
ensured that this home remains wild. Thank you
to Amy Ackermann, Kendall Kovalik and Monica
Golbranson for their leadership in Walsh Hall
this year.

Editor’s Note: Amy Ackermann is a photographer
for The Observer.

The 2015-2016 Men’s Hall of the Year award
belongs to Fisher Hall. The final scores for Men’s
Hall of Year were separated by only 0.16 percent.
Because of the statistically insignificant separa-
tion, the Hall of the Year Review Board deter-
mined there was a tie between Fisher Hall and
Dillon Hall. Majority vote resulted in the award-
ing of Fisher Hall for 2015-2016 Men’s Hall of the
Year.

Fisher Hall focused this past year on formation
modeled in the Holy Cross mission. They hosted
FREDTalks to hear from speakers about life les-
sons, unexpected joys and meaningful friend-
ships and honor the hall’s namesake. The hall
also brought meaning to the common phrase,
“We are praying for you,” when they gathered to
pray nine rosaries over nine hours in celebration
of the life of their friend Theresa Sagartz.

A definite success in Fisher was Friday night al-
ternative programming, part of an effort to make
areason for those with Friday night destinations
outside the hall to instead stay in with hallmates.
After the early setback of the terminated Fisher
Roofsit, Fisher men responded positively with a
replacement 24-hour spikeball tournament that
raised $1,300. The 2015 Fisher Regatta was simi-
larly successful and raised $5,100, which was do-
nated to Fisher’s Signature Charity, St. Adalbert
School, to fund a new gymnasium floor. Weekly
tutoring trips and visits to cheer at St. Adalbert
soccer and basketball games show the love for
service is important to Fisher men not only on
a Signature Event day, but every day. Cory Jbara
and Andy Miles, President and Vice President
respectively, have completed an excellent year.

Finally, the 2015-2016 Hall of the Year is
Pasquerilla East Hall, led for two consecutive
years by Mary White and Erin Murphy. The PE
Hall Council developed, with resident input, two
main goals for the year: to increase service op-
portunities and to increase the variety of events.
The array of programs fueling the hall spirit and
supreme organizational structure surely met
these goals.

Programming toward personal development
of residents included a Women’s Wisdom din-
ner and Pyro Talks. PE also created a new weekly
Berries Mass. Pyros Night In expanded to spark
opportunity for hallmates to develop community.
The Pyros held a service event every week, and
their Signature Charity, Hannah’s House, was
the recipient of much of this time. PE improved
four existing Signature Events and created a new
Signature Event this year for the second year in a
row. This hall repeatedly demonstrated the need
for change to meet changing needs of residents.

Congratulations to these three halls and the
remaining 26, each of which deserves genuine
acknowledgement. Our campus community will
soon welcome two new residence halls. We can-
not wait to begin Fall 2016 as 30 homes under one
Dome. Thank you to all who contributed to Hall
Presidents Council’s mark on Notre Dame for the
2015-2016 term.

Hall Presidents Council
April 7
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Time to focus on mental wellbeing

THE LN i EDITORIAL

Soon, across both Notre Dame and Saint Mary’s
campuses, students will be exhausting the last of their
Flex Points and Munch Money on coffee, pulling all-
nighters and engaging in other stress-inducing activi-
ties as we wind down another semester.

While these practices are more or less ubiquitous
among the student bodies of the University and
College, they are not necessarily conducive to estab-
lishing mental wellbeing.

Next week, Notre Dame’s chapter of the National
Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI-ND) will be host-
ing daily events and activities as part of Irish Peace
of MiND, a week focused on raising awareness about
students’ mental wellbeing. The week kicks off Monday
morning with the distribution of Tell Me About Your
Day bracelets, and it includes activities such as a stu-
dent panel on mental health Monday evening, free
massages in the Coleman-Morse Lounge on Tuesday, a
study break with puppies Wednesday and a screening
of “Mulan” on Thursday.

Does that sound familiar? Perhaps that’s because last
October, NAMI-ND put on Irish State of MiND week,
which — like Irish Peace of MiND week — aimed to
encourage campus discussion surrounding mental
health.

With the similarity in name and theme, it’s tempting
to write off Irish Peace of MiND as a half-hearted sec-
ond attempt at Irish State of MiND, the change in name
from “state” to “peace” a mere game of semantics.

But to discount the upcoming Irish Peace of MiND
week would be a disservice to us. Whereas Irish State

of MiND focused more specifically on mental illness,
Irish Peace of MiND takes a wider approach, exam-
ining the issue of mental health through the lens of
everyday mental self-care and wellbeing. Rather than
confronting the societal stigma placed on mental ill-
ness (a primary goal of Irish State of MiND), Irish Peace
of MiND addresses attitudes and behaviors potentially
harmful to our mental wellness and is important pre-
cisely because we — often-stressed, overworked and
sleep-deprived college students — all too frequently
engage in the types of self-destructive behaviors the
week seeks to highlight and alleviate.

The high-achieving nature of the majority of Notre
Dame and Saint Mary’s students tends to encourage a
spirit of competitiveness and a culture of one-upping
—a culture that at its worst can lead to an unhealthy
obsession with outdoing one another’s accomplish-
ments and achievements in academics, athletics and
extracurricular activities. At times, this culture of
competition is so pervasive it transforms would-be
stress relievers into stress triggers, distorting beneficial
activities to the point that they begin to feel like un-
manageable burdens. The daily workout session turned
weight-loss competition, the occasional sweet indul-
gence turned shameful excess — our hypercompetitive
personalities that make us successful in school and in
our other activities also have the capacity to sabotage
our own peace of mind.

In addition to poisoning our harmless or even
healthy behaviors, this competitive mindset can have
an adverse effect, causing us to view destructive prac-
tices as something acceptable or even desirable. All-
nighters are worn as badges of honor, while the amount
of coffee we consume on any given day is flaunted

as proof of our unyielding work ethic. We skip meals
and classes in order to study; later, we’ll brag to our
friends about how we “spent 18 consecutive hours in
the library yesterday.” We internalize these behaviors
— after all, isn’t everyone else doing the same things?
— telling ourselves that next week, next semester, next
year will be different, when we have a little more time.

But if we took a second to step back and evaluate our
conduct, we would realize just how warped and un-
healthy our mindset really is. It is not a sustainable life-
style. We need to take time for ourselves, even if that’s
doing something as simple as enjoying a short meal
with a friend or taking 22 minutes to watch an episode
of “Parks and Recreation.” No matter how little time we
think we have, we need to make the time for self-care,
and the only way we can do so is by viewing self-care as
a priority. In some sense, our mental health is the most
fragile of all: not making time now could prove disas-
trous in the long run.

Mental well-being is a matter that demands our full
acknowledgment and attention, and for this reason
we, as an editorial board, find Irish Peace of MiND
week extremely important and applaud NAMI-ND for
shining light on this important issue. Additionally, we
find Saint Mary’s lack of a corresponding event week
surprising. As a universal issue, mental health applies
to all colleges and all campuses, and it is crucial that
personal care is emphasized to all students, regardless
of enrollment at Notre Dame or Saint Mary’s.

So while it may be fun to sing along to “Mulan” or
play with puppies, try not to lose sight of the week’s
true goals. After all, if we don’t take things seriously
now, we risk allowing the situation to get truly out of
hand.

Any tortuneteller knows Bernie will bust,
but do his supporters?

Gary Caruso
Capitol Comments

“It’s the math, stupid.” That phrase is as simple an
explanation of how to nominate a candidate or win an
election. Numbers matter, and who votes in a primary or
general election decides whether the electorate endures
obstruction, chaos, gridlock and dissatisfaction from
their government for years or decades to come. In base-
ball, a player is only as good as the next at bat. In politics,
it matters most if a disappointed voter actually steps up
to the plate during the next election.

Our presidential primary process for both major po-
litical parties is straightforward: The candidate who
reaches the party threshold with the requisite number
of delegates wins the party’s nomination. As candidates
compete through the various regions nationwide, the
campaign clock compresses the calendar and narrows
the winning path. Calculating the winning threshold
through milestone wins is an easy task when only two
candidates compete.

On the Democratic side between Hillary Clinton and
Bernie Sanders — as in the 2008 clash involving Clinton
and Barack Obama — the leader at this point in the
process is the likely nominee. I dread serving as the for-
tuneteller of political doom so soon in the presidential
primary cycle, but this writer is constrained by a semes-
ter publication schedule that draws near its end. It would
be ascam ifI claimed to be reading tealeaves or gazing
through a crystal ball — or consulting the Mattel Magic 8
Ball on my desk— when I predict that the delegate quest
“Bern” will officially become a mathematical fizzle in
mid-May.

Clinton won this nomination in March when she
bested Sanders in a string of net delegate victories: South
Carolina (25), Virginia and Mississippi (nearly 30 each),
Alabama (35), Georgia (45) and Texas and Florida (70
each). Clinton appealed to a wider cross-section of voters

in highly populated states. Texas cast 1.4 million votes;
Clinton won by 460,000 votes. In Florida, Clinton earned
1.1 million votes, beating Sanders by 531,000 votes.
Moreover, Clinton netted on average 20 delegates in a half
dozen other states to bulge her lead.

On the other hand, Sanders’ “huge” New Hampshire
landslide victory netted six delegates. His “gigantic”
Vermont win shutout Clinton by gaining “all” 16 del-
egates. Until this week, Sanders’ greatest net single gain
was Utah (21) winning by 46,000 votes out of a total
77,000 cast. Unfortunately, Sanders trails by nearly 250
delegates, which is much larger than Clinton’s deficit
against Obama at the same time in 2008. Despite the
media hype surrounding Sanders’ current streak of
wins, including his shellacking Clinton in Wisconsin this
week — where he only netted a couple dozen-delegates at
best — he has few lifeboats left on his Titanic campaign
voyage.

The question begs whether disappointed Sanders
supporters will back Clinton in November like Clinton
supporters helped elect President Obama. The stakes
are so critical during every election that it is important
for Sanders’ supporters to vote during the remaining
primary contests and not to “bust” away from voting
in the fall regardless of how much the eventual party
nominees appear to be a choice between the lesser of two
evils. Following Nate Silver’s live blog during Tuesday’s
Wisconsin election night tabulations, the Facebook
threads bristled with Bernie-Bots proclaiming that they
vote on principle and will not vote for Hillary in the fall.

As a consequence of apathy or disappointment causing
alow voter turnout in 2010, our nation and many states
stand today suffering through gridlock and chaos. The
anti-establishment fervor sweeping both parties this
election cycle is a result of prior uninterested voters. Our
congress is locked into a decade of GOP dominance in the
House of Representatives until new districts are drawn in
2022, directly a result of an anti-Obama low voter turnout
in 2010. That election tilted many state governor’s houses

and legislatures into total Republican control that in turn
rigged congressional districts through gerrymandering
antics that cannot be changed until after the next census
redistribution six years from now.
Far-reachinglegislative antics stem from elections
when only party activists elect governors and state
legislatures. Since the total GOP control of several
states in 2010, all manner of ways to “take back” the
past through assaults on unions, abortion procedures,
anti-discrimination laws and voting rights initiatives
keep percolating throughout a number of states. North
Carolina, Mississippi, Georgia and Kansas have flirted
with ways for private entities to discriminate in the name
of religion. Despite more than 90 percent of Planned
Parenthood offerings for women that are other than
abortion, these legions of legislators march to completely
defund the entire organization and disenfranchise wom-
en seeking healthcare services. Best of all, Texas has pri-
oritized a constitutional amendment bestowing the right
to hunt and fish as their way to “take back” their past.
Sanders is correct that revolutions ignite change. But
voter participation is a revolution unto itself that prevents
a further need for dramatic change. Regardless of how
bleak the candidates on the ballot, or how disappointed
one might be when a beloved candidate fails at the bal-
lot box, voter participation during every election creates
better candidates. My crystal ball indicates that when
Bernie’s campaign cannot march on, his backers will
vote on.

Gary J. Caruso, Notre Dame ‘73, serves in the
Department of Homeland Security and was a
legislative and public affairs director at the U.S. House
of Representatives and in President Clinton’s admin-
istration. His column appears every other Friday.
Contact him on Twitter: @GaryJCaruso or via email:
GaryJCaruso@alumni.nd.edu

The views expressed in this column are those of the
author and not necessarily those of The Observer.
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By KELLY MCGARRY
Associate Scene Editor

Upon entering the Chicory Café, the
charming “French Quarter style coffee
house” reveals itself to be so much more.
The spacious yet cozy, playfully deco-
rated downtown South Bend spot lends
itself to any occasion. Open from 6 a.m.
to midnight, the Chicory Café transforms
throughout the day.

Featured in a 2014 Observer article on
the best study spots in South Bend, the
Chicory Café is homework-friendly during
most hours. It has plenty of space to pull
out your laptop and even offers discounted
coffee refills. The spinach artichoke dip
served with fresh French bread is the per-
fect study accompaniment.

A modest breakfast selection featuring
bagels and egg po’boys complements a
plethora of coffee and latte options. Typical
café items like sandwiches and soups ex-
ceed expectations in flavor — the red pep-
per Gouda soup was especially tasty.

With a walk-up counter, the style of din-
ing and the presentation of food is very
casual, but the flavors themselves are any-
thing but flippant.

Authentic Cajun house specialties like
jambalaya, gumbo and muffuletta provide
for a hearty meal in addition to a unique
selection of house mac & cheeses. A gen-
erous portion of light and fluffy beignets
are a to-die-for snack or dessert. All of the
menu items are executed well, so it’s hard
to go wrong with any order.

Daytime at the Chicory Café offers a
calm atmosphere. Patrons relax on the
sofa or enjoy laid-back activities like the
café’s Thursday Scrabble club. With check-
erboard tables and a shelf full of board
games, the restaurant provides plenty
of additional informal entertainment
opportunities.

By night, the café is frequently energized
by live music, like these upcoming acts on
their weekend music calendar. In addition
to special acts, local musicians can take
part in a songwriter showcase.

The space gets more interactive with
weekly events including live trivia on
Wednesdays and open-mic comedy the first
Thursday of every month as well as special
events like wine tastings and salsa nights.
During these events, patrons can take ad-
vantage of the bar, which offers wine, craft
beers and other spirits.

A welcoming attitude permeates all as-
pect of the venue. Music events have no
cover and all ages are welcome. This is one
of the few off-campus places where you
could feasibly hangout all day, doing home-
work, playing games, listening to music
and, of course, eating great food. It works
equally well as a destination for a group
outing or simply for some alone-time. Even
if you're just stopping in, the Chicory Café
has something for everyone.

Contact Kelly McGarry at
kmcgarry@nd.edu

A caprese sandwich on French bread from Chicory Café.

KELLY McGARRY | The Observer

An order of beignets from Chicory Café.

KELLY McGARRY | The Observer

The front counter and menu at Chicory Café.

KELLY McGARRY | The Observer

SUSAN ZHU | The Observer
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CROSSWORD | WILL SHORTZ

HOROSCOPE | EUGENIA LAST

Happy Birthday: This is a year for learning and implementing the knowledge
and skills you acquire in unique and trendy ways. Your insight and drive will
give you the courage to forge ahead with confidence. Your mindset will be that
of a winner, and your dreams, hopes and wishes are all within reach. Love is
encouraged, and personal plans can be put into motion. Your numbers are 6,
18, 20, 27, 32, 44, 48.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Face emotional issues, and clear up pressing
matters that could hinder your ability to focus. You’'ll come up with reasonable
solutions if you are understanding and remain calm. Make plans to share
something you enjoy doing with someone special. %%

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Choose quality over quantity. An opportunity
to work at something you enjoy doing will be made available. Getting along
with your peers will help you gain respect and clout. A money matter is best
handled privately. Don’t share personal information. %%

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Do something that will make you feel good. Good
fortune could result from doing something unexpected for someone you love.
You can form a closer relationship if you surprise someone with a romantic
rendezvous. kkkk

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Keep your emotions under control. Handle
situations with diplomacy. Keep unique alternatives in mind in order to offset
anything you may not like. Try not to make a fuss if you encounter difficulties.
*k

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don'’t let your ego get in your way. Concentrate on
what’s truly important and put your differences aside. There is no point in
arguing when your energy should be put into taking action and getting things
done. %k

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You'll have some great ideas to share with your
peers. Working as a team will bring results that exceed your expectations. Be
liberal with your ideas and conservative with your spending, and you’ll reach
a happy balance. %%

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A partnership will help you explore new territory.
Taking a vacation or just enjoying time with someone special will open your
mind to an alternative lifestyle. Let passion take over and romance lead the
way. kkk

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Look for something that stands out, and you
will find a workable solution. Your keen perception and understanding will
give you an advantage when dealing with relationships. Seeing all sides of a
situation will help you gain support. k%%

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): Stay active. Your involvement in

physical challenges will require enthusiasm and the will to succeed. Don’t
underestimate your competition. Put everything you’ve got into winning. A
romantic evening will be celebratory. Jkdk%

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Take one step at a time. Ease into any situation
you face involving friends, family or community discussions. If you want to
bring about change, do so by offering a solid plan as well as incentives. %%
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Do something that will update your look or
help you set a trend. Your desire to experiment will be appealing to someone
who wants to be more like you. Enjoy the compliments and plan something
romantic with someone you love. k%%

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Keep your story straight. It's important not

to deviate from the truth and to allow others the benefit of the doubt.
Simple and straightforward dealings will bring the best results. Protect your
reputation.

Kk

Birthday Baby: You are brave, bold and beautiful. You are entertaining,
encouraging and motivated.

JUSTADD WATER | JOHN RODDY & ERIC CARLSON SUDOKU | THE MEPHAM GROUP JUMBLE | DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK

FLING BY SPRING | RILEY McCURRIE
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SPORTSAUTHORITY

SMCTENNIS

Against all odds,
Portland rebuilds

Alex Carson
Assistant Managing Editor

In the NBA this year, all
the chatter’s been about two
teams: Golden State and San
Antonio.

And clearly, it’s been de-
served. We've been fixated on
the Warriors’ pursuit of chas-
ing down the 1995-96 Chicago
Bulls’ 72-10 best-ever record.
And when we aren’t talking
about the defending champi-
ons, it’s about the San Antonio
Spurs, who are two home wins
away from becoming the first
team ever to finish a season
unbeaten on its home court.

That the Spurs could go 41-0
at home and still not be the
Western Conference’s No. 1
seed is ridiculous — but the
accomplishments of Golden
State and San Antonio over-
shadow the best accomplish-
ment this season west of the
Mississippi.

Just look to Damian Lillard,
C.J. McCollum and the Trail
Blazers for that answer.

In July, the outlook seemed
bleak for Portland. LaMarcus
Aldridge, one of the game’s
best big men, bolted for San
Antonio and with him, three
other pieces from the Blazers’
starting five followed him out
the door. What once looked
like a promising, strong core
that could find success in the
playoffs — who could forget
Lillard’s ice-cold 3-pointer in
Game 6 of the opening round
to top Houston in 20142 — had
suddenly disappeared.

Well, except that Lillard guy.

Somehow slighted for an
All-Star Game spot once more
— seriously, when are we go-
ing to learn to get this kid in
the game? — Lillard has led
the Blazers right back to where
they were a season ago: the
playoffs.

With Portland’s win over
Oklahoma City on Wednesday
night, the best story of the
year became official. [ had the
luxury of being in Portland,
Oregon, during the start of
NBA free agency, and to say the
future was bleak for the Blazers
would be an understatement.
With four-fifths of the starting
lineup gone, it was all about
wondering how Portland could
rebuild moving forward.

But general manager Neil
Olshey didn’t panic and put to-
gether a squad that could push
for the conference’s No. 5 seed
and a winnable first-round
contest with the Clippers.

Having McCollum in the
arsenal, of course, made the
job alot easier. The former
Lehigh star — yes, the guy who
dropped 30 to beat Duke as a
No. 15 seed in the NCAA tour-
nament in 2012 — has seen his

minutes explode this year, and
he’s taken full advantage of it.
After averaging just 6.8 points
in 15.7 minutes per game a
season ago, McCollum’s av-
eraging 20.9 points per game
this time around, putting
himself in position to win the
NBA’s Most Improved Player
Award.

Even before the mass exo-
dus from Rip City, Olshey was
making moves that would
pay dividends this year, ac-
quiring Mason Plumlee in a
draft-night deal from the Nets.
Plumlee has been an influen-
tial addition, starting every
game and averaging 9.1 points
per game for the Blazers.

The signing of Al-Farouq
Aminu, who’s averaging dou-
ble figures, was shrewd, too,
and head coach Terry Stotts
has done a fantastic job of
resurrecting Aminu’s once-
stagnant career — the former
lottery pick will top 10 points
per game for the first time in
his career this season. Stotts
has worked his magic with
Allen Crabbe, too, who's been
one of the NBA’s best sixth
men this season.

Of course, it'd be remiss to
talk about the Trail Blazers’
return to the playoffs without
mentioning the difference
between this season’s Western
Conference and last’s. If the
Blazers win their final two
games, they’ll finish 45-37, the
exact same mark Oklahoma
City missed the playoffs with
last year.

Regardless though, with a
weakened Portland squad, an
aging, DeAndre Jordan-less
Mavericks team (remember
that ordeal?) and a Rockets
team that had never showed
its full potential, most expect-
ed an open door to contention
in the West.

It’s just that most didn’t ex-
pect the Blazers to be the team
walking through the door they
created.

Where the Pelicans and
Suns, among others, have
failed miserably, Portland’s
succeeded — and there’s
something to be said for that.

There’s a certain assump-
tion that the Thunder and
Clippers should have no issues
moving onto their second-
round matchups with San
Antonio and Golden State. And
while it’ll be good entertain-
ment if it happens, don’t sleep
on Portland.

We’ve all done it once this
year. Who knows what could
happen if we all do so again?

Contact Alex Carson at
acarsonl@nd.edu

The views expressed in this
Sports Authority are those of the
author and not necessarily those
of The Observer.

Belles look torward to
challenging matches

By VICTORIA LLORENS
Sports Writer

The Belles face two strong
challenges at home this
weekend as they look to con-
tinue their winning streak
in conference play against
Hope on Saturday and non-
conference opponent North
Central on Sunday.

Hope (7-4, 1-0 MIAA) has
won seven of its last eight
games and is on a three
game winning streak. Belles
head coach Dale Campbell
said the Flying Dutch will be
a power just as they was last
year with their first-place
MIAA finish.

“Hope is a perennial pow-
er, so we will be coming
in as the underdog in this
match,” Campbell said. “We
have to be ready to play our
best tennis. We have to play
strategically sound, and put
together our best combina-
tions of shots.”

The Flying Dutch are a
strong team overall, and
Campbell said the Belles will
have to find a way to get the

match wins they need.

“Well, of course it is im-
portant to get off to a good
start in doubles,” Campbell
said. “They are strong indi-
vidually, so our team has to
unify together to beat them
in doubles. In singles, each
player has to figure out their
opponent and play their
best. The bottom line is that
you have to find a way to get
five wins.

“We should be more com-
fortable [in these matches],
since we have played a lot of
matches to this point. That
match against Olivet gave us
the feeling of playing a con-
ference match. They were
definitely coming after us.”

With a game on Saturday
and Sunday, Campbell said
the result against Hope
should not affect Sunday’s
play against North Central
(10-5, 4-3 CCIW).

“If we do a good job of pre-
paring our team, [the back-
to-back matches] should
not matter,” Campbell said.
“We have to take one match
at a time. Saturday’s is most

important because it counts
for the conference standings.
Win or lose, Sunday will be a
new day, and we have to pre-
pare to play well every day.”

Last week, Flying Dutch
senior Marie Haloway was
named MIAA player of the
week, and North Central
junior Kelsey Forkin was
named CCIW player of the
week. Campbell said his
team will have to work to-
gether to mitigate the pres-
ence of the two players.

“Mostly it will be a team
effort on our part,” Campbell
said. “Opening up with dou-
bles, it is a team game where
matching up with an indi-
vidual is not as important.
We play nine total matches,
so we won't be able to focus
on just one.”

The Belles face Hope at
Saint Mary’s tennis courts
Saturday at 1 p.m. They fol-
low that on Sunday with a
match against North Central
at1l p.m.

Contact Victoria Llorens at
vllorens@nd.edu

MLB | WHITE SOX 6, ATHLETICS 1

Ventura earns 300th win
with defeat of A’s

Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Mat
Latos gave up one hit over
six shutout innings for his
first win since last July, Jose
Abreu hit a two-run homer
and the Chicago White Sox
beat the Oakland Athletics 6-1
on Thursday to give manager
Robin Ventura his 300th career
win.

A free agent who struggled
this spring after signing with
Chicago in the offseason, Latos
(1-0) was stellar in his White
Sox debut while striking out
two and walking one.

He retired 13 of the first 14
batters and didn’t allow a bas-
erunner until Chris Coghlan’s
one-out single in the fifth —
one pitch after left fielder ].B.
Shuck dropped Coghlan’s foul
ball.

CLASSIFIEDS

FOR SALE

Abreu homered on a 1-1 pitch
from Oakland starter Kendall
Graveman in the sixth. The
White Sox slugger added a sac-
rifice fly during Chicago’s four-
run ninth.

It’s been a good start to the
season for the White Sox, who
outscored the A’s 16-10 while
taking three of four in the
series.

Zach Duke, Matt Albers, Nate
Jones and Zach Putnam com-
bined to pitch the final three
innings, completing the four-
hitter for Chicago.

Dioner Navarro, Tyler
Saladino and Melky Cabrera
added RBI singles in the ninth.

Graveman (0-1) pitched
well, too, despite being ill with
flu-like symptoms earlier this
week. He allowed three hits in
5 2/3 innings with four strike-
outs and one walk.

Coghlan  singled home
Oakland’slone run in the ninth
off Putnam.

STILL THE MAN

There was some uncertainty
about who the A’s closer would
be after Oakland pitched lefty
Sean Doolittle in the first
two games and then used
right-hander Ryan Madson in
Wednesday’s win. Manager
Bob Melvin said he’s open to
using both relievers in the role
depending on the circum-
stances but was adamant that
the job is Dooalittle’s. “If there
is some matchup in the eighth
that would suggest more of a
lefty . we would make an ad-
justment that way,” Melvin
said. “But as we sit here Sean’s
our closer when you're break-
ing down where our bullpen
is.”

The Observer accepts classifieds every business day from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Notre Dame office,

024 South Dining Hall. Deadline for next-day classifieds is 3 p.m. All classifieds must be prepaid. The

charge is 5 cents per character per day, including all spaces. The Observer reserves the right to edit

all classifieds for content without issuing refunds.

WANTED

Bible For Sale: First Catholic Bible
Printed in America by Mathew Carey,
1790. Very Rare. Full Brown Leather.
Good Condition. Approximately 45
known copies. $30,000. Call for de-
tails. 207-299-3962

TRIPLE DOMER NEEDS NANNY-
-SUMMER ONLY, P/T, or F/T: ND
family needs an energetic, outdoor-
loving, reliable gal to travel to beau-
tiful Jackson Hole WY from end of
May/early June to early August as our

live-in nanny. Email: info@greymat-
tersintl.com

Need a babysitter for Sep 9th eve
when Domer family in for a football
weekend. Contact info@greymat-

tersintl.com
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MASTERS

SMC wins first MIAA
contest of the season

By ELIZABETH GREASON
Sports Writer

Saint Mary’s’ first confer-
ence game of the 2016 season
was a success as the Belles de-
feated Adrian on Wednesday,
12-9.

The Belles (4-5, 1-0 MIAA)
shone through offensively, de-
spite the cold and rainy con-
ditions. Four players scored
the Belles’ 12 goals, each one
scoring on multiple occasions.
This win was an especially
important one for the Belles,
head coach Amy Long said.

“We only have eight confer-
ence games so it was very im-
portant we won our first MIAA
game of the season,” Long
said. “Every game from here
on out is very important and
we will continue to prepare
for each of them with intensity
and discipline.”

Although the Bulldogs (1-7,
0-1 MIAA) struck first, Saint
Mary’s quickly took control of
the game by scoring the next
four goals. Freshman mid-
fielder Kate Kelly made the
Belles’ first offensive move,
scoring twice to begin their
scoring run. Kelly’s two goals
were followed by goals by
sophomore midfielder Clare
Theisen and junior captain,
midfielder and attack combo
Emilie Vanneste.

Goalkeeper and junior cap-
tain Shannon Weyer played
the entire game and picked
up 12 saves on the day, a sea-
son high for the Belles. Long
said she was very pleased with
Weyer’s performance in net.

“Weyer made 12 saves while
only allowing nine goals in
what I consider her best game

Please recycle
The Observer.
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ever,” Long said. “She also
helped out our defense by col-
lecting five ground balls and
one caused turnover.”

Meanwhile, Adrian strug-
gled to contain the Saint
Mary’s offense, as its goal-
keeper was only able to save
one shot over the course of the
entire game.

Weyer’s defense held the
Bulldogs to only three goals
throughout the first peri-
od, which was an especially
promising sign for Long.

“Adrian played solid mid-
field defense and really chal-
lenged us in our transition,”
Long said. “They had a couple
players that were very fast
so it was nice to see our de-
fense step up and play body
defense to slow them down
effectively.”

Sophomore midfielder Mary
Grace Heller scored the Belles’
final goal of the first half,
bringing the Belles’ total of
the period to eight as the half
ended with a score of 8-3.

The second period brought
even more success for the
Belles, who were able to main-
tain their aggressive and con-
sistent offense from the first
half of the game. Long said
she was particularly happy
with how her team’s offense
performed.

“We are improving each
week, and I was impressed
with our shots against Adrian,”
Long said. “We scored our
12 goals on only 16 shots.
Although I would like to see
us take more shots in a game, I
was impressed with the accu-
racy of our shots.”

The Belles and Bulldogs
traded goals to start the half,

with Heller scoring two more
times. Kelly scored again to
increase the Belles’ lead to a
margin of six and Vanneste
scored the Belles’ final goal
of the game, giving them a to-
tal of 12. Vanneste’s final goal
also allowed her to pick up a
hat trick, joining Heller with
three goals while Kelly tal-
lied a game-high four. Kelly
also had a very successful de-
fensive game with five forced
turnovers and eight ground
ball pick-ups.

Next up for the Belles is an-
other conference game, as
they take on Olivet. Long said
her team needs to focus on
limiting small mistakes going
forward while still striving to
meet the team’s ultimate goal.

“Our end goal has not
changed,” Long said. “We plan
on qualifying for the MIAA
tournament. We are focused
on smaller goals like limiting
the turnovers we give up and
winning both halves of each
game we play that will get us
to that ultimate goal of play-
ing in the post season. We are
focusing on playing tighter
defense and executing an ef-
fective midfield transition to
prepare for Saturday’s game. I
expect Olivet to bring as much
to the table as Adrian did and
plan on preparing our team to
be ready for better teams as I
know we will be facing stron-
ger teams in our upcoming
conference play.”

They will travel to play
the Comets (0-4, 0-0) at 1:00
p-m. on Saturday in Olivet,
Michigan.

Contact Elizabeth Greason at
egreason@nd.edu

Spieth defends
title at Masters

Associated Press

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Jordan
Spieth is off to another great
start in the Masters because of
the way he finished.

His two biggest rivals were
left behind because they
couldn’t.

Spieth capped off the only
bogey-free round in the wicked
wind at Augusta National by
making a 15-foot par putt on
the 16th hole and hitting an
8-iron into 6 feet for birdie on
the final hole for a 6-under 66
and a two-shot lead, the first
step in his bid to win another
green jacket.

Jason Day couldn’tkeep pace.
On the verge of tying for the
lead late in the round Thursday,
Day dropped five shots in three
holes and had to settle for a 72.
Rory Mcllroy pulled to within
two shots of the lead until he
made two bogeys over the last
three holes.

When a day of big wind, big
numbers and far too many
putts for Ernie Els was finally

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

over, it felt as though nothing
had changed from last year.

Spieth is the man to beat at
the Masters.

He was atop the leaderboard
for the fifth straight round, and
he has had at least a share of
the lead in six of the last seven
rounds at the Masters. One
more and he matches the lon-
gest streak since Arnold Palmer
in 1960 and the opening two
rounds of 1961.

And just like last year, now
it’s time for the rest of the field
to try to catch him.

“We're through one round,”
Spieth said. “There’s going to be
alot of different changes. There
are going to be a lot of different
birdies, bogeys and everything
in between. We know how to
win this golf tournament, and
we believe in our process. And
if the putts are dropping, then
hopefully it goes our way.”

He had a two-shot lead over
Danny Lee and Shane Lowry.
Three shots behind was a group
that included Sergio Garcia,
Justin Rose and Paul Casey.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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TRACK & FIELD

Notre Dame heads west for Sun Angel Classic

By TOBIAS HOONHOUT
Sports Writer

The Irish will compete out
west in the Sun Angel Classic
this weekend, a meet hosted
by Arizona State in Tempe,
Arizona. A team of 16 jump-
ers, throwers and sprinters will
make the trip for Notre Dame
against a field that includes
several post-collegiate athletes
and teams like Texas A&M, New
Mexico and BYU.

For Irish head coach Alan
Turner, the game planis simple.

“For the competing athletes,
the goal is to take advantage
of the competition, the venue
and the weather, using it to put
up some fast times, big jumps
and long throws,” Turner said.
“[We] just have to build upon
the performances from their
previous meet and continue to
improve.”

Inthe field department, Notre
Dame is coming off strong
performances at the Stanford
Invitational  from  juniors
Anthony Shivers and Josephine
Jackson. After winning the shot
put with a throw of 14.76 me-
ters and a tenth-place finish
in the discus throw, Jackson

will be the only true field per-
former for the Irish women
over the weekend. Shivers won
the men’s discus throw with a
distance of 54.15 meters in his
last performance, and will be
joined by senior thrower Nick
Hauser, freshman jumper Matt
Birzer and sophomore jump-
ers Hunter Holton and Drake
Stimson as the other field
participants.

The Irish will also be com-
peting in the heptathlon and
decathlon, as grad-student
Carly Loeffel and senior Brent
Swanberg look to build on
strong performances at the
ACC indoor championships in
February.

The No. 19 women’s team
will be competing in a num-
ber of its strongest events. The
Irish sprinting lineup includes
freshman Kyla Lewis and soph-
omores Allison Bartoszewicz,
Parker English, Payton Miller
and Jordan Shead. Senior
Margaret Bamgbose, who is
set to make her outdoor season
debut, and grad student Kaila
Barber round out the field.

Bamgbose came in fifth
overall in the 400-meter dash
at the NCAA indoor national

championships in March while
Barber won both the 100- and
400-meter hurdles at the Yellow
Jacket Invitational in her last
performance, garnering her
ACC Performer of the Week
honors last week.

“Both Bamgbose and Barber
have performed at a high level
since their arrival on campus,”
Turner said. “They are very fit
at the moment and will be in
peak shape in mid to late May.
I am expecting them to run
very well not only in their in-
dividual events, but to also run
well in both the 4x100-meter
and 4x400-meter relays. Kaila
will run the 400 hurdles and
Margaret the 400 meters. I am
expecting both to post times
that will place them in the top-
five currently in the NCAA.”

For the men, junior Alex
Groesch is the sole sprinter
competing.

The star distance duo of se-
nior Molly Seidel and freshman
Anna Rohrer have yet to com-
pete in the outdoor season, but
Turner is confident they will
return soon after dealing with
minor injuries.

“Molly hurt her back slight-
ly after the NCAA indoor

CAITLYN JORDAN | The Observer

Irish junior pole vaulter Nate Richardz malkes his approach during
the Meyo Invitational on Feb. 20 in Loftus Sports Center.

championships and was sched-
uled to compete last week at
Stanford,” Turner said. “She
will probably run at the end
of the month or the first week
of May. Anna’s had pain in her
calf and tibia area for the last
month. We are not sure when
she will suit up. Probably at the
Virginia Challenge meet in a

few weeks.”

The Irish will compete this
Friday and Saturday at the
Joe Selleh Track at Sun Angel
Stadium in Tempe. Forecasts
predict the temperature each
day will reach the low 80s.

Contact Tobias Hoonhout at
thoonhou@nd.edu

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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momentum going and make
sure we don’t take any steps
back,” Landis said. “Duke is a
great team and an ACC rival
so it’s a game we’re going to
take very seriously.”

Following a slow offensive
start early on against then-
No. 2 Denver on March 13,
Notre Dame saw itself hold-
ing a five-goal lead against
Syracuse at the end of two pe-
riods. They then scored eight
of the last nine goals of the
contest. And it’s that focus
that’s going to be key against
Duke, Landis said.

“Our offense was on fire
[against Syracuse], mov-
ing the ball with efficiency,
finishing shots and playing
unselfishly,” Landis said. “If
we can keep that up, defens-
es will have a tough time
staying with us in extended
possessions.

“lT think the biggest chal-
lenge we face is internal. We
need to stay disciplined and
not lose our focus heading
into this weekend’s game.
We've had some very im-
pressive wins heading into
this game, but we can still
improve.”

The Blue Devils, despite an

posted several high-scoring
games this season. They fell,
17-16, to the Tar Heels but
beat Syracuse on March 26
with 16 goals, Georgetown on
March 19 with 20 and Loyola
on March 12 with 15.

“Duke has some very im-
pressive dodgers and shoot-
ers in [senior midfielders]
Myles Jones [and] Deemer
Class and the rest of the of-
fense, so we need to play very
disciplined and make sure
we limit their opportunities,”
Landis said. “It’ll take all six
guys — seven including [ju-
nior goalie Shane] Doss in
net — to maintain Duke’s
offense.”

Like the Irish, the Blue
Devils push every game to the
very end. Their last three con-
tests were decided in over-
time, just as Notre Dame’s
matchup against Denver and
an extra-frame victory over
Virgina on March 19 ended.

“IDuke 1is] a team that
doesn’t quit, very much like
ours,” Landis said. “It will be
a battle right until the final
whistle, and I think it’ll be a
great experience for the fans
at the already sold-out game.”

Notre Dame hosts ACC-
rival Duke on Sunday at
Arlotta Stadium. The teams
face-off at noon.

CAITLYN JORDAN | The Observer

overtime loss to No. 11 North Contact Kit Loughran at Irish junior midfielder Sergio Perkovic goes to goal during Notre Dame’s 8-7 victory in overtime against
Carolina on Friday, have kloughrl@nd.edu Virginia on March 19 at Arlotta Field. Perkovic had three goals and one assist during the game.
ND WOMEN'’S LACROSSE

Irish look to rebound on Sunday in Illinois

GRACE TOURVILLE | The Observer

Irish junior attack Cortney Fortunato surveys the field during Notre
Dame’s 16-4 win over Virginia on March 19 at Arlotta Stadium.

Observer Staff Report

No. 7 Notre Dame has
bounced back from defeat
with a comfortable win on
the road twice this season.
After last week’s 14-8 de-
feat at the hands of North
Carolina, the Irish (10-3,
3-3 ACC) have a chance to
rebound again when they
travel to Evanston, Illinois,
to meet No. 19 Northwestern
on Sunday.

The game will not only be
an opportunity to rebound
from a defeat for the Irish,
but it will also be a rematch
of last year’'s NCAA second-
round encounter. The Irish
took an early 3-1 lead during
the game, but it was the the
Wildcats (5-6, 0-1 Big Ten)
who won, 16-11, to advance
to the third round, where
they were defeated by even-
tual champions Maryland.
Senior Kaleigh Craig and
sophomore Selena Lasota,
who both return for the
Wildcats, were the stars of
the game, each picking up
five goals. For the Irish, se-
nior Rachel Sexton and ju-
nior Heidi Annaheim each
earned three goals and an
assist.

This year, neither team has
been a stranger to highly-rat-
ed opposition. The Wildcats
are the eighth of 11 current-
ly-ranked teams on Notre

Dame’s schedule, and the
three Irish losses have come
against No. 5 Louisville, No.
4 Syracuse and No. 3 North
Carolina. A formidable out-
of-conference slate has given
Northwestern a similarly dif-
ficult schedule, facing a total
of 12 currently-ranked teams
this year. That strength
of schedule has seen the
Wildcats remain ranked de-
spite their current losing
record, with the season so
far highlighted by wins over
then-No. 4 Duke and No. 10
Stony Brook.

The Irish will hope to get
out of the blocks quicker
than they did last week
against North Carolina. In
that game, the Irish fell be-
hind 9-1 after just over 15
minutes, their largest deficit
of the season. Despite bring-
ing the game back to within
three goals midway through
the second half, the early
hole was too much for the
Irish to overcome.

The Wildcats come into the
game after rebounding from
a two-game slide in emphat-
ic fashion, with a comfort-
able 20-4 win over Michigan
Thursday night, behind a
15-0 first half.

Irish graduate student
defender and Tewaaraton
Award  finalist Barbara

Sullivan enters the game
with an opportunity to

make team history. With 43
caused turnovers — which
currently leads all players
in the country — she needs
only three more to tie the
school single-season record,
a mark of 46 set by Jackie
Doherty in 2011. Sullivan
already shares the single-
game record with seven and
holds the career record with
148. Junior attacker Cortney
Fortunato will also look to
continue a successful year
for the Irish. Her 62 points
currently place her first in
the ACC and sixth in the
nation.

The Wildcats have not
been a prolific scoring team
this year, totalling only 115
goals, led by senior Craig’s
25, and converting only .370
of their shots. However,
Northwestern has been a
strong team on the draw
this year, out-controlling
their opponents 141-106. Key
to that success in winning
possession has been soph-
omore midfielder Shelby
Fredricks: Fredricks has 62
draw controls this year, good
for second in the Big Ten
behind Maryland’s Taylor
Cummings.

The Irish will have the
opportunity to avenge last
year’s defeat to the Wildcats
on Sundayat2 p.m., when the
two teams take the field at
Lakeside Field in Evanston.
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the team is led by junior
catcher Zach Collins and
sophomore center fielder
Carl Chester, both of whom
have batting averages well
over .400 in conference play.
Irish senior shortstop and
co-captain Lane Richards,
who has six hits and six
runs scored in his last three
games for Notre Dame, said

the team’s success in re-
cent weeks should give it
confidence heading into
such a tough matchup.

“We just need to keep
playing like we’ve been
playing,” Richards said.
“We’ve really been on a
roll, the last couple weeks
especially. We've really
found ourselves and kind
of our team identity. That
identity is work hard, put
the past in the past — what-
ever happens, focus on

MICHAEL YU | The Observer

Irish senior infielder Lane Richards swings at a pitch during Notre
Dame’s 10-2 win against Wake Forest on April 3.

the next pitch and really
grind through games. And
so with that kind of iden-
tity that we’ve built up, I
think we’re ready to take
on anyone.”

Although Notre Dame
has the advantage of hav-
ing played in colder weath-
er more recently than
Miami, Richards does not
think it should affect how
the games are played.

“I think the only advan-
tage [the weather] gives us
is if [the Hurricanes] let
it,” Richards said. “I think
we play the same no matter
what the weather is, and —
we don’t take pride in play-
ing in the cold, but we'’re
just as ready as we are for
any other game.”

After having to resched-
ule Wednesday night’s
game against Valparaiso to
next Wednesday because of
rain, the Irish again had to
change their schedule with
inclement weather expect-
ed for the weekend. Friday
night’s game has been
pushed back to Saturday
afternoon.

Should no other changes
to the schedule be made,
the series will open with
a doubleheader Saturday.
Game one will start at 1
p-m. with game two im-
mediately following. All
three games of the series
will be played at Frank Eck
Stadium.

Contact Hunter McDaniel at
hmcdanil@nd.edu

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

KATHLEEN DONAHUE | The Observer

Irish sophomore outfielder Bailey Bigler catches a fly ball during
Notre Dame’s 5-4 win over Florida State on April 3.

Softball
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Zeremenko also leads the
Panthers with 12 home runs.
“[Pittsburgh is] very pow-
erful,” Gumpfsaid. “We want
to keep them in the yard and
make them swing at pitches
we want them to swing at. So
if we’'re doing that, we're do-
ing some things really well.”
On the mound, Notre
Dame has relied on senior
left-hander Allie Rhodes and
junior right-hander Rachel
Nasland to carry the bulk
of the load. Rhodes paces
the Irish with 12 wins in 18
starts and has accumulated
104 strikeouts on the year.

Nasland, on the other
hand, leads the Irish with
a 1.93 ERA and picked up
her 10th win of the sea-
son against the Jaguars on
Tuesday. Gumpf said Rhodes
and Nasland have been per-
forming well and need to
continue to keep games
within reach.

“The one thing our team
always needs is, they need
someone to keep us in the
ballgame,” Gumpf said. “I
think Rachel and Allie have

both proven that they are ca-
pable of doing that and give
us a chance to win. That’s
their whole goal. Their goal
isn’t to be perfect. Their goal
is to give us a chance to win,
keep us in the ballgame.”

As it currently stands,
the Irish and the Panthers
will play a doubleheader
on Saturday, followed by a
noon matchup on Sunday.
However, unusually cold
weather in South Bend may
force some or all of the
games to be cancelled. Notre
Dame already postponed its
game against DePaul from
Thursday to April 27. Gumpf
said the possibility of a can-
cellation will not affect her
team’s preparation.

“That’s completely uncon-
trollable,” Gumpf said. “We
try not to worry about that
as much as possible. We're
going to go out Saturday
ready to play and if we play,
if we get [the games] in, we’ll
get them in.”

The Irish and the Panthers
are currently slated to begin
action Saturday at 1 p.m. at
Melissa Cook Stadium.

Contact Marek Mazurek at
mmazurek@nd.edu

Follow us on Twitter.

(@0ObserverSports
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BASEBALL

Notre Dame to welcome
ACC-rival Duke on Sunday

Miami oftfers tough
matchup for ND

By KIT LOUGHRAN
Sports Writer

The Irish make their way
back to South Bend to host
ACC-rival Duke on Sunday.

After two road wins, No.
1 Notre Dame (7-1, 2-0 ACC)
return for home-field ad-
vantage against the No. 13
Blue Devils (7-5, 1-1). Notre
Dame shut down then No.
7 Syracuse (6-3, 1-2) on
Saturday by a 10-point mar-
gin, 17-7, handing the Orange
their worst home loss in 29
seasons. The week before the
Irish came out of Columbus,
Ohio, with a narrow 9-8 vic-
tory over Ohio State (5-6, 0-1
Big Ten), thanks to a domi-
nant third quarter.

Heading into Sunday’s
matchup against Duke, the
Irish have begun to find their
rhythm, something they only
hope to build, senior defense
Matt Landis said.

By HUNTER McDANIEL
Sports Writer

The Irish will look to keep
their string of strong perfor-
mances going this weekend
against the highest-ranked
team they’ve faced all sea-
son — No. 2 Miami.

The Hurricanes (24-4, 10-2
ACC) come into the series
as one of the hottest teams
in all of college baseball.
They’'ve won their last eight
games and 19 of their last 21
stretching back to the begin-
ning of March.

But Notre Dame (16-11, 6-6
ACC) is on a hot streak of
its own. The Irish have won
eight of their last nine as
well as 10 of 13.

In Tuesday night's win
over then No. 17 Michigan,
the Irish offense put up
nine runs to extend its tor-
rid streak of scoring five or
more to 10 straight.

opponents to a .263 batting
average against so far this
season.

Notre Dame will likely
need to rely on junior sec-
ond baseman Cavan Biggio
to continue getting on base
and scoring runs, as he leads
Irish starters in both catego-
ries with a .522 on base per-
centage and 26 runs scored
on the season.

The team’s recent success,
however, has come as a re-
sult of finding contributions
up and down the lineup as
well as a starting pitching
staff that has been nothing
short of dominant over the
last few weeks.

Miami will counter with
a balanced team of its
own. On the mound, the
Hurricanes field a trio of
pitchers who all boast sub-
3 ERAs - sophomore Jesse
Lepore, junior Danny Garcia
and sophomore Michael
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Irish to return to conference play against Pitt

By MAREK MAZUREK
Sports Editor

Following a brief interlude
against IUPUI, No. 20 Notre
Dame returns to conference
play and hosts Pittsburgh
in a three-game series this
weekend.

The Irish (27-6, 5-3 ACC)
enter the series against the
Panthers (24-13, 5-7 ACC)
having won two games in a
row, including a 5-4 walk-off
victory against No. 9 Florida
State. Sophomore left field-
er Bailey Bigler’'s game-
winning single handed the
Seminoles their first ACC
loss of the year, and clutch
hitting has been a trend
for the Irish in their recent
contests.

In addition to Bigler’s sin-
gle, freshman designated
player Caitlyn Brooks broke
the IUPUI game open in the
second inning with a three-
run home run that turned a
3-2 Irish lead into an insur-
mountable 6-2 advantage.
Irish head coach Deanna
Gumpf said she has been
impressed with her team’s
ability to get hits in key
situations.

“T think if you look at our
games this entire spring, we

have done a great job of, even
when we’re behind, mak-
ing things happen through-
out the lineup,” Gumpf said.
“Luckily it’s somebody new
everyday. We don’t have to
depend on just three hitters.
We can depend on nine, and
that’s really nice. I think it’s
something our team is very
confident with, if we can get
arunner on, we can score.”
But the Irish offense isn’t
only performing when the
spotlight is on. Led by junior
center fielder Karley Wester,
Notre Dame is currently
eighth in the nation in bat-
ting average at .346 and 11th
in runs per game with 7.30.
Wester sports an average of
437 and leads the team with
55 hits and 29 stolen bases.
The Panthers will bring

offensive firepower when
they come to town as
well. Sophomore catcher

Giorgiana Zeremenko high-
lights a Pittsburgh lineup

that averages just under
seven runs a game. The
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania,

native is hitting .429 on the
year with 42 RBIs and a slug-
ging percentage of .952, cur-
rently seventh in the country.
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Irish junior center fielder Karley Wester swings at an approaching pitch during Notre Dame’s 10-2 win
over Eastern Michigan at Melissa Cook Stadium on March 22. She leads the team with 55 hits.



