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Notre D3.I!le, Indo, Sept .. : :--~Mu8ic critics throughout the United States 

have pr<rised the album of religious selecticr..3 r<;cently recorded by the Dujarie 

_Choir at. the Un:'.versi ty of Notre Jame as one of the best albums of its kind, 

according to Gerard 0 1 B:!:'ien, Nntre Dame law student, who arranged the recording. 

'):13rien .• a n:1tive of San Diego, Califo, took samples of the album to 

mlJ.sic c.rd raCio cri.tics Zor anpr:1.i.sal and these critics expressed the opinion that 

the e.:Lbum represents possibly the greatest a cappella recording ever made. The 

vo(:al qua~.ity for such a recording is unsurpassed, critics said, and the recording 

is ideal for broadcasting purposes" 

The choir, under- the direction of Brother Arnold, c.s~c., of the Bro.thers 

of the Congregation of noly Cross, is composed of 36 Brothers of the Congregation 

now studying at the Dujc.rie Institute on the Notre Dame campus. The four twelve- . 

inch records, ree-orded for the Victor Record Division of the Radio Corporation of 

A.11ericc., cont.:1~-r: eig'at. pclypbnnic numbers by :·;lasters of the sixteenth and 

serenteentl1. ce:::~.tu~:ie s, 

Jnc1.uded in t:O.e album are Vittoria 1 s 11 Ave ll.'iaria11 and 110 Vos Omnes"; 

Gruender: s :rsanctuo'!, from the ''Missa cum Jubj_lo11 ; Vogel's ".Ascendit Deus"; 

Remondi 1s 11 Adoramus Tefl; nrassilr., r!Laudate Dominum"; GraGe's 11ln Monte Oliveti", and 

Deis 1 s "Laet entur Co eli rr • 

·.The album is in proces::; of being distributed to record stores. It may be 
r . 

purchased by mail for $4o25, including postage;, from Box .3, Notre Dame, Indiana. 

end 

P,fu •. J ---- Mailed: October 3, 1947 
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Notre Dame, Ind., lJ ct. : :--A lending hero of the Philippine il.rmy during 

·cWorld ~ua.r II, Major Blas Ao Alejandre, has realized an eighteen year ambition by 

enrolling this Fall in the Graduate School at the University of Notre Dame. 

M2.jor Alejandre, who currently is studying for his Master's degree in 

mechanical engineering at Notre Dame, first aspired to attend Notre Dame when .as 

a.youth of 17 he saw the famous motion picture, 11 Th~ Spirit of Notre Dame". It 

took eighteen years, a world war' and the horrors of Japanese prison camps, but the 

little army officer finally is realizing his dream. 

Modest, unasswning and devoted ·to his wife and three young children who are 

living with him in South Bend, Ind., .Major Alejandre already has. become a pri1ne 

favorite with man~r faculty manbers and students at Notre Dame. His chief diversion 

is discussing his native country with numerous Notre Dame stude,nts who served in the 

U., :S. Army or .Nav-.1 in the P,hilipp:ine campaign d11r:i,ng . World v~ar II. 

Major Alejandre was born in Baguio, the Summer capital o:f the Philippines. 

After being graduated from the University of the Philippir~es in 1935 he was 

appointed a second-lieutenant iri the Army of the Philippines in 1936. He is con

sidered one of the foremost ·-ordnance experts of the· Filipino Army. 

In the heroic resj.stance put up by American: and Filipino fo·rces against the 

Japanese invaders of the P~lippines in December, 1941, Hajor J~lejandre had a 

Pl:'ominent part. Badly wounded and captured by the Japanese during the Battle of 

Bataan, early in 1942, he was sent 'first tc Fort Santiago and later to Old Bilibid 

Prise~ in Manila. 

(more). 
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In these activities, whic~ ·incidentally saved the lives of ~any iml.ericq.n 

soldiers, Major. Alejandre distinguished himself. He insists, however, that the 

re~l hero in his family was his younger brother, the late Captain Antonio Alejandre, 

an Infantry officer, who was posthumously.· awarded the Silver Star and Purple Heart 

by the American Army for gallantly leading a small group of Fi~pino soldiers in an 

heroic attempt against ove:r-whelming odds, to delay the main Japanese. attack against 

Manila~. As a result of his brother's heroism, and that of his· men, a whole Filipino 

division and many American soldiers were able to escape to Bataan to resume their 

fight against the Japanese~~o 

In 1945 Major Alejandre caine to the United States on a committee to study 

American military schools. lSter·visi~ing West Point, Annapolis and the Virginia 

Military Institute, he returned to ··the Philippines where he helped to reopen t~e 

Philippine Military Academy which had been in~ct~ve during the war. Last August 

he was selected by the Philippine Governrne~t to take graduate work at a leading 

university in the United States, He selected Notre Dame. 

end 
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Notre Dru11~, lhd•, Oct.: :--Dr. C1ar'ence E. ~~Ianion, Dean of the College of Law 
. ! ' 

at the University of Notre Dame, v~ill be one of tn_e principl-e speakers on the Te 

Deum Forum which ·will be presented during the Fall elld 'VViriter ·ih 25 d.:ties throughout 

the midW~St. 
. I. . . ' ' . 

Dean lviah:l.on,·wh6 1 spoke on the tdp:lbj ht:hurch or Stats?11, before a forum at 

Logansport, Ind., on Tuesd.s.y (Oct. 7), will deliver addresses on 'the same 

subject at Lansing, Mich.,_ on November 5, and Paducah, Ky.·, oil November 13. The 

Notre Dame dean will speak at seyen other forums to be announced later. 

The Te Deum Forum, designed for discussion of themes-of public interest by 

authorities in various fields, was organized in·l939 in Springfield, Illq by D~. 

John J. Donovan, Springfield physician. The late Revl J Hugh O'Donnell, C.S.C.~ 

former president of Notr<:J Dante;, was the forum's f:irst speaker. 

end 

lli-st, 7 Mailed: Oct. 6, :1947 
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Release: Wednesda:z, October 15, 1947 ...-- ~7-270 

Notre Dame, Ind., Uct. : :•-A group of sixty students a.t the University of 

Notre Dame has been enrolled as the nucleus of the new United Sta.tes .:-lir Forces 

R.O,T.C. program inaugurated this Fall at Notre Dame, it was announced yesterday 

by Lt. Col. L. W. Palmer, A.C., commanding officer of the unit • 

. Twelve students are in .the elementary program and 48 in the advanced section. 

Training in the Jrir R.O. T .c. program includes courses in leadership, air intell.;.. 

igence, aeronautics, maps, aerial photograph interpretation, military law and 

other mill tary subjects ~ 

Specifically designed ;for the procurement and training of high caliber 

young men for reserve commissions .in the U.S.A.F., the program is in keeping with 

the Jd.r Force policy of adequate preparation by the establishtnent and maintenance 

of a large and well-:trained reservoir of officer personnel. Students·· are 

commissioned as Reserve Second Lieutenants in the. U .S • .h.F. upon completion of the 

advanced course .. ,·· . 

end 

iv!ailed: October 9, 1947 
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.. 
Notre Dame, Ind., Oct. : :--A leading hero of the Philippine army during Vvorld 

War II, Major Blas A. Alejandre, has realized an eighteen year ambition by enrolling 

this Fall in the Graduate School at the University of Notre Dame. 

Major Alejandre, who currently is studying for his Master's degree in mechanical 

engineering at Notre Dame, first aspired to -'attend Notre Dame when as a youth of 17 

he saw the famous motion picture, "The Spirit ·of Notre Dame 11 • It took eighteen years, 1 

a world war and the horrors. qf Japanese prison camps, but the little army officer 

finally is realizing his dream. 

. 
A devout Catholic, modest, unassuming and devoted to his wife and three young 

children who are living vdth him in South Bend, Ind., Major Alejandre already has 

become a prime .favorite ·with many faculty members and students at Notre Dame., His 

chief di versl.on is discussing his native country with numerous ~otre Dame students 

who served in the U. S .- Army or Navy iiT the Philippine campaign during \ijorld Viar II. 

Major Alejandr-e was born in Baguio, the Summer capital of tfl.e Philippines., 

·After being gr~duated from the. University of the Philippines in 1935 he was appointed 

a second-lieutenant in the Army of the Philippines in 1936. 'He is considered one. of 

the foremost ordnance experts of the Filipino Army. 

In the heroic resistance put up by .American and Filipino forces against the 

Japanese invaders of th~ fhilippines in December,. 194l_, Major Alejandre had a 

' Prominent part. Badly wounded and captured by the· Japanese during the Battle of 

Bataan, early in_ 1942, he was sent first to Fort Santiago and later to Old Bilibid 

Prison in Manila. 

(more) I! 

\-
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While a prisoner, he was starved, beaten and tortured, losing 50 pounds in 

weight. He credits two things,· his staunch Catholic faith and a desire to live for 

his wife and children, with preserving his sanity dur;i.ng this terrible period., After 

he managed to gain his freedom, he joined the Filipino Guerrilla forces which were 

engaged in raiding J ap supply trains, attacking enemy installations and engaging in 

espionage .. 

In these activities, which incidentally saved the lives of many American 

soldiers, Major Alejandre. also distinguished himself. He. insists, however, that the 

real hero in his farriily ·was his younger brother, the late Captain Antonio Alejandre, 

an Infantry officer; who was f6sthumously awarded the Silver Star and Purple Heart 

by the Americcm Army for gallantly leading a small group of Filipino soldiers in an 

heroic attempt again,st overwhelming odds, to delay the main J&.panese at~ack· against 

Manila. As a result of his brother's heroism, and that of his men, a whole Filipino 

division and many American soldiers were able to escape to Bataan to resume their · 

fight against the Japanese. 

In 1945 Major Alejm1dre came to the United States on a committee to study 

American military schools.· After visiting West Point, Annapo~s and the Virginia 

Military Institute, he· returned to the Philippines v_vhere he helped to reopen the 

Philippine :Military .Academy which had been ~nactive during the war. Last August 
~· 

he was selected by the Philippine Government to take graduate work at a leading 

university in the United States. He chose Notre Dame. 

end 
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N:otre Dame; Ind., Octe ::--The distinction between ~stern and Western culture 

Ylhich so seriously di vid~s Europe today is an urillecessary tragedy, according to Rev. 

Franz Dvorrrl.k., member of the faculty at the Universit;r of Prague and noted authority 

on the history of central and eastern Europe. 

Father. Dvornik expresses this view in the October issue of the "Review of 

Politics", quarterly publishE(d by the Uni versi t;y- of _Notre Dame. 

·"The 'crazy quilt! of central Europe," Father Dvornik writes, 11 has had for 

centuries a unity capable of bridging the gap between the East and West. This unity 

is the Christian faith. 11 

The noted historian points out in his article that the Slavonic Empires which 

were crushed in the Middle bges by the Germanic "Drang nach Osten11 could have been 

the bond of unity between. the East and \~est and might even have hastened the er-a of 

renaissance in Western Europe. 

Tracing the fortunes of these central European countries. in the divisions 

b~tween the East and the West, Father Dvornik observes the historical imp:>rtance of 

the Slavs and the Balkans in this centuries-old struggle of which the latest 

episode now is being dramatized in the council chambers of the Ubi ted Nations. 

(more) 

. .. -- . 

~~-~"---~--==========~====~---------



RevieW of Politics H .2 ---.. , ..•. 

l ' ... •, ~ 

Other artic"les in the Octob.er issue of the "Review of Politics11 treat phases 

of mediaeval c.;.tlture and civilization. Gerhart B. Ladner, Professor of History 

at Notre Dame, writes on 11 Aspects of Mediaeval Thought on Church and State. 11 

' -
Anton-Hermann Chroust, Professor of Law at Notre Dame, describes 11 The Corporate 

Idea and the Body Poll tic in the Middle Ages11 and Alois Dempf, of the Uni '1feraity 

of Vienna, points out the real liberty of the universities in "The Significance of 

Mediaeval Intellectual Culture. 11 · Lysbeth s •. Muncy, a member of the faculty at 

Sweet Briar College, traces the Junkers in recent Gern1an histo;rj in her article 

"The Junkers and the Prussian Administration from 191S to 1939. 11 

end 

:Mailed: October 10, 1947 
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, 1 Release: Monday, October 13, 1947 47-271 .. ·~ 

Notre Dame, Ind., Oct. 13--The extensive educational facilities of the University 

of Notre Dame were studied by Carlos Carmela Cardinal de Vasconcelos Motta., Arch-

bishop of Sao Paulo, Brazil, during a five-day visit to Notre Dame which was conclu

ded yesterday (Oct. 12) when he departed for Ken sas City, Mo. 

GardinalMotta arrived at Notre Da:rr:e on: October 7, from WaS:l ington; D. c. During 

part of his stay here Notre Dame 1 s academic setup was expla_ined to him by another 

distinguished visitor, the Most Rev. John F. 0 1Hara, C. S.C., Bishop of Buffalo and 

former president of Notre Dame. .The Cardinal came to the United States at Bishop 

01Hara1 s invitation to participate in the Buffalo .Ei.J.char istic Congress last month. 

The Brazilian prelate, who is making his first visit to the United States, ex-

pressed 11happy wonderment at the great ·number of American clergy and their excellent 

' training for both the priestly and social aspects of their ministry._" V\fhile in this 

' 
country,_ he said he has visited several large seminaries and was impressed by their 

physical plants and courses of study, which he believes well-adapted for preparation 

for a useful ministry. The Cardinal said he plans to -send more Brazilian seminarians 

tothe United $tates to _study. 

11There is a common bond. between my country and the Congregation of Holy Cross," 

, Cardinal Motta observed. "They both have the same· name." The Brazilian Cardinal was 

referring to the naming of Brazil by its Portuguese discoverers in 1$00 as the ~"Land 

ofthe Holy Cross". The old name, he said, still persists in BraziL The Congrega

tion of the Priests of Holy Cross, known as the Holy Cross Fathers, conducts Notre 

' Dame and several other universities and colleges and many secondary schools in differ-

ent parts 'of the United States. 

·end 

D' lst, 3 & 7 . M9.iled: Oct 10, 1947 
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Notre Dame, Ind .. , Oct., ::--Holy Cross Seminary, preparatory seminary of the 

Congregation of Holy Cross on the campus of the University of Notre Dame, has 

assumed an international -~spect 'this Fall with the enrollment of seminarians from 

three countries outside the continental United States. 

The three se~narians who came to Holy Cross Seminary this Fall from their 

native lands are~ Jorge Canepa, of Santiago, Chile; Benedict O'Brien, of Calgary, 

Alberta; Canada; and William .Melody, of County Mayo, Ireland. 

-··---- ·--·-· ..•.. 

Canepa enro:).led at Holy Cross Seminary following graduation from St.; George 

College in Santiago, a preparatory school conducted by the Congregation of Holy Cross • 

_O'Brien entered the seminary through the influence of Rev..., John Bigger,_ C.SoC., 

-when Fathsr Bigger was a chaplain . in the Canadian Army during the war and 0 'Brien 

was an air cadet.. Melody came to Holy Cross Seminary by virtue of association with 

his 'two-p:dest cousins, Rev; Thomas Peyton; G.S.C~, and Rev• Patrick .Peyton,, C~S;G• . 

The three seminarians, who are·in varied phases of their educational training, 

will proceed with training at Holy Cross Seminary until entering tne novitiate to 

continue their studies for the priesthood~ 

end 

fut. 3 & 7 Mailed: October 10, 1947 
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Release: After 12 p.m. (noon) Wednesday, Oct. l), 1947 - 47-273 

Latrobe, Pa., Oct 15'--The primary need of America today is for educated leaders 

who can uphold and vindicate the American way of life as the one wmch best safeguards 

the freedom _of the individual and the peace of the world, Rev. Dr. John A. 0 1I3rien, 

Professor of Religion at the University of Notre Dame, declared here today (Oct. ~ 

in an address before the students of St. Vincent ColJe ge. 

liThe distinctive need of a democracy, 11 asserted Father 0 1Brien, 11 is for schol-
'f 

arly leaders who can leaven the masses and guide their thinking so that an enlightened 

public' opinion results. Other forms of government, such as Communism and Nazism, can 

operate under the direction of an all-powerful dictator. But democracy bogs down when 

Yision falters and- knowledge is wanting._ 

11More necessary than· a police force is stemming graft and corruption, arid more 

essential than atomic bombs in preserving peace are scholars who face facts realistic-

'llly,'think c~early, and are consumed -vvith a passion for justice and fairness toward 

all, II 

The ingred.ien ts of· such 'inspired leadership,· without wliich a· natio:ri perishes, 

!ather 0 1Brien pointed out, are intellectual vision and moral character. These are 

1eveloped in the halls of learning, dedicated to the unselfish search for truth and to 

the building of character which makes fruitful use .of the findings of science and re-

search, Character in turn is based upon faith in God as the cosmic Undenvrite·r of the 
~orallaw. -

11 'li'he colleges and Universities of America, 11 concluded Father O':IB'rien, "are the 

. training grounds for the ba~tles of tomorrow in which will be waged the struggle of 

conflicting ideologies for the dominance of the American way of life. it hopeful sign 

is the manner in which youth is flocking to colleges and universities and the increas-

ing clearness with which educators ·perceive the need of moral character as the basis 
' . " ' 

"0r good citizenship and the leadership of America in the difficult days that lie mead." 

~--.•... _ .· · ·. end Mailed:. Oct. 13} 1947-
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South Bend .. Inc1.o, Oct. 16--Several foreign powers· have made "tempting over

tures to help pd, ~he Philippine· Islands back on their feet", Maj<?r Blas ii~ . 

Alejandre, one of the outstanding heroes of the Pb.i1.ippine army dtiring Vvorid War II 

c,nj now a gradt).ate. student~- at 'the Uni v~rsi ty of Notre Dame, declared here today 

(Oct.16) in an address ·before the South Bend Kiwanis Club. 

Major Alejandre, an officer in the regular army of the Republic of the 

Philippines,. v~as badly wounded a~1d captured in the Battle 6f Bataan and sent to 

Japanese prison camps. After bis escape, ·he fought v-d. th Philippine guerilla troops. 

He is one of three Philippine ar:n;r officers selected by the Philippine government to 

take graduate work at universities in the United States. 

The Philippine officer stressed,'· however, that his country had ?Ot considered 

any of the offers of the foreign powers and that the people of the PhiliPP:i.I1eS "in 

peace, as in war, are solidly pro-American." R,eferring to the war efforts of his 

nation, he pOinted_ out that of all the .dependent nations in the OrieJ1t.in 1941 the 

Philippines :was the only one which supported the ca'\,ls.e of the Allies. · China 1 s war 

effort was great, .he .explained, but she was a sovereign power .;fighting for· her exis-.. · 
. i . 

tence, while the Philippines had nothing to lose if they had chosen not to fight 

the Japanese. 
c.-. - .,.,_ "• '-·--· • 

Ein.phas:izing that the aid of the Unite.d States is desperately needed to rebu:il.d 

the PhiliFpines, Major Alejandre explained. that the Philippines recently have 

ratified an amrnendrnent to their constitution giving equal rights to Arnericf;tn citizens 
'· . . ·.. ' ' . . - . . 

engaged in 0usil)ess in the Philippines. The new a.mmendment, he said, virtually . . . . . 

guarantees fair returns for American capital invested in the Philippines, and ·oppor

tunities both for import. and expert. business in the Philippines ar~ limitless.· 

·:Major Alejandre told memb~rs of th~ Kiwanis Club that t wo.1arge ind~stries . 

' in the Philippines are virtually untapped. Mining, especially of gold, was abandoned 

~uring the war, he explair\ed, while lumber which covers approximately 70 percent of 

t.~e Philippines has yet to be exploited il}. a large commercial scale.; 

"Existing lumber .rrd,lls in the Bhilippines, 11 he concluded., 11 can not meet the 
1 . . . ' 

. :o~al demand for_ construction_, and pre-war importers of Philippine l'Ja.rdwood vd.ll not 

.'~.supplied for the neXt few years·. To ?J.leviate .the situation, machinery and con-
. S ."ll.Ction materialS a.r'e desparate~y needed in the immediate future. II 
-~~-. . end Mailed: October 15, 1947 
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Notre Dame, Indo, Oct. 20::--Governors of the University of Notre Dame Founda

tion, organized recently to coordinate financial and other support for Notre_ Dame, 

closed a special three day meeting here yesterday (Oct., 19) at which plans were 

discussed for the expansion of research, academic, scientific and other educational 

activities at Notre Dame. 

The meeting considered the progress o.f the Foundation organization to date 

which includes the establishing of 48 State governors, 115 city chairmen in key 

... cities, and the current building of committees of five or more me.'!lbers. under each 

city chairman. Ultimately, the number of city chairmen will be doubled to include 

all of the key cities in the United States o 

The Rev. John J. Cavanaugh, c.s .. c., president. of Notre Dame, outlined the long

range program of the University in developing its academic opportunities and 

providing more effective facilities for the new high enrollment of nearly 5,000 

students, about 50% above Notre Dame 1 s normal capacity~ Harry G., Hogan, Fort Wayne, 
' 

Ind., chairman of the board of governors of the Foundation; and Jarnes Eo Armstrong, 

executive vice ... chairman, presided at the meetings, Which were attended also by 

members of· the adlllinistration and facultJr at Notre Dame. 
. ~ .. ·- ' - ~ •. ~ ~ '-· -·· 

Members of the Foundation Organization Corrunittee of the Board of Governors 

.who attended the meeting were: .Ehmlet Lenihan, Seattle; John B. Riley, Portland,· 

Maine; Gerald J. McGinley, Og~llala, Nebraska; lVUchael WiecU, Atlanta, Ga.; J,.eo 

F~ Mullin, Washington, D. c., ~?-nd Frank Bloemer, Lo~sville, Kyo 

end 
)' 
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Release:· Fr~day, llct. 31 2 19lt7 :·· ... . .. 

' 

47-277 

Notre Dame., Ind • ., Oct. ::-...,The University of Notre Dame will be host to the 13th 

National Convention of the Catholic Students' Mission Crusade August 26 to 29, 1948, 

it was.announced jointly yesterday (Oct. 30) by the Rt. Rev. Monsignor· Edward A. ·· 
' -. ' 

• 
00 
Freking, National Secretary of the Crusade, with hea~quarters at Cincinnati., and the 

e ' 

Rev. John J. Cavanaugh, c.s.c., President of Notre Dame• 

The 1948 Crusade convention, first national meeting of the group to be held 

since the outbreak of World War II, is expected to· featUre attendance of many former 
.. . . . 

Crusaders who served as missionaries in various theaters of the war·.. The convention 

will center attention ·of American Catholics on the rie?l opportunities for service· in 

eittendi.tlg the Christian Faith which have arisen in the postwar era. 

Monsignor Freking will be in charge of the convention program, assisted by the 

Rev. Ferdinand A. Evans, A~sistant National Secretary, as convention manager • 

. Arrag~ements at Notre Dame ~r.e under the direction of ··the Rey. Howard Kenna, c.s.c., 
Director of Studies at. the University, 

A belated celebration 'of the Silver Jubilee of the Crusade,' postponed beC!lUSe 

o.f the war, also .will be held ·a1;.: the 1948 conventio_p.·; -The Cr11~ade· yvas .. o_rga¢zed)n. 

Wis a."( a meeting.of priests ari.d--stud~nts in Techny,. Ili.'~ i~·respon~e to an· ~ppea]: --o 

!tom the Rev. Oliff~rd J. King, · s. V ,D., who is now in China as secretary to Cardinal 
','• . . 

· ~omas .. Tien, .. ;Archbishop of Peiping •. 
. ,., : .. . . . .. 

The Cru~ade t. s program of education on. the missionary problems· of t~e Catholic 

Church throughout. the 1'iO:dd is. followed at Catholic .schools inmost parts of .the 

. United States. The organization grew out of the need for a larger participation of . 

. , Cath~lic . .1-Une~-icans in .the wo;idwid.e missionary effort of the Church at the close of 

World ~~ar ·i. O;iginal~y· spo~sored byi~diVi~ualC~tholic ~d~cators, the Crusad~ .. 

lllOv~ent. has r~cei ved Papal appro.val and· has been · es~ablished ona dioces~ basi~ in 
·... ' :'. I. .·.. . . . 

mo~re tha~ fifty dioceses ·.in the u·J;li ted .States. 

end 
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Release: Friday,, 0ctob·$r 31, 19~7 - 47-27 8 

Notre Dame, Ind., Oct. ::-..-Thirteen ex-servicemen, veterans of some of the 

bitterest fighting 'in World War II, have entered Holy Cross Seminary on the campus 
' 

of the University of Notre Dame this Fall to study for the Catholic priesthood. 

Included in the group is a former flight officer in a naval squadron aboard 

the U,S.,S. Midway who had 2,000 hours of flight to his credit upon his discharge. 

Another sEminarian had 17 combat missions over Japan as conJ.l'nander of -a B-29. Still 

another was seriously wounded in a tank while. serving with the Second Armored 

Division of the lu"my., 

The thirteen ex-G.I.s c;,t Hq1y Cross $eminar;y- this Fall brings to almost 100 the 

nwnber of ex-servicemen who have enrolled either iri seminaries or novitiates of the 

Congregation of Holy Cross or in the pre-semim.ry course at the University of 

~lotre Dame. 

&;;;servicemen at Holy Cross Seminary this Fall are: Michael c. Diehl, Johnstown, 

Pa.; JohnH, Birkrneyer, Buf'falo,N .. Y,; Walter G. :Michalik, DeLanc~y, Pa.; Fred 

'Underwood, Evansville, Ind.; Francis X. Gaffney, Bridgeport, Conn,; Edward McDonnell, 

New Bedford, Mass .. ; Robert E •.. Vaughan, Girard, O.; Michael J. Handley, Port Huron, 

Mich.; Je.mes B.,. Gillis, Hatnniond, lnd.; Edward J-.;> Moran, Flint, Mich.; Richard 

Laurick, Elmhurst, lll.; _James s. Stromberg,: Minneapolis, Minn.; and William J. 

Doyle, Rocky River, 0 .. !. . 

end 
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--~-- ·--- ----------

47-279 

Notre Dame, ·Ind., Get. =~--A series of informal discussions on great books 

_____ , ____________ _ 

inaugurated two years ago .at the University of Notre Dame by the Honorable Roger J. 

Kiley, of Chicago, Judge of the Illinois Appellate Court, hc.s resulted in Notre Dame 

becoming a. center of pa.rticipation in the Great Books Movement. 

Judge Kiley, who was graduated from Notre Dame in 1923 became acquainted with 

the program through Dr. Robert Hutchins and Dr. Mortimer P.dler at the University 

of Chicago, where the Great Books Foundation was started. Believing the program 

should be started ·at Notre Dwne, he contacted the Rev. John J. Cavanaugh, C.,S~C., 

now president of Notre Dame, in 1945 while Father. Cavanaugh was vice-president. 

In October, 1945, an informal group consisting of Fe,ther Cava.naugh, Dr. 

Clarence E, Manion, Dean of the College of Law at 'Notre Darn.e, and Judge Kiley bega11 

to meet regula.rly o.t Notre Darrfe to read and discuss great books of Plato, Aristotle, 

St. Thomo.s Aquinas and other great minds, vd. th the center of discussion based on four 

'basi.e conc·epts: (1) the end of man; (2) the nature of the community; (3) what can 

regulate people in a comm1.mity; and (4) relationship of law to the virtue of. justice • 

. Out of tr.is ori.gi.pal discussion group grew a similar group in the College of 

_Law at Notre Dame •. Ultimately, in 1946, numerous citizens in South Bend became 

interested in the movement and began the discussion groups. 

(more) 



Great. Books.,. o2 -
Notre Dame's current participation in the Great Books Movement consists of 

being host twice monthly to two discussion groups composed 'of South Bend men and 

women who are reading and discussing the first year's course of the Great Books 

Foundation program o 

The Rev. Thomas Jo Brennan, C.S.C., Instructor in Philosophy at Notre Dame, 

recently condu'cted a two..:.week training course for· Great Books discussion leaders 

on the Notre Dame campus. Father Brennan was assisted in the presentation of the 

training course _by Lynn Williams, President of the Great Books Foundation, with 

headque.rters in Chicago~ Prospective discussion leaders from northern Indiana and 

southern Ivfichigan attended the course. 

end. 
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AM'. · t Release: Immediately - 47-280 

Notre Dame, Ind., Uct" ::--The proportional representation system of vo·ting 

shoUld be discontinued in the United States as a further protection against 

Communist' infiltration into government, Dr. F. A. Hermens, Professor of Political 

Science at the University of Notre Dame, said here on Oct. 23, in a na.tior+al radio 

broadcast over the Columb:i a Broadcasting Systemo 

Dr. Hermens charged that P • .R. has proved to be clumsy, costly, time-consuming~. 

and very unpopular as a whole in Veorious 1illlerican cities that have tried it as 
jC· . 

an experiment. In. addition, l:le s ttd, P .Ro has been responsible for certain subversiv-e, 

un-American elements gaining undeserved r;olitical influence, especially in New 

York City, which is voting on P.Ro repeal in the Nov·ember election. 
' 

11 If, under the plurality system, the Communists and other minor party members 

are defeated," Dr. Hermens declared, 11this would not. deprive them of their fair 

representation, It would merely place them uncter the general rule that candidates 
' 

crumot win unless they appeal to a cross-section of the entire electorate, inviting 

the voters to' emphaE?ize, and thereb~r widen, their areas of agreement. Under propor

tional representation, parties can succeed even if the3r appeal only to a fraction 

of the electorate:, emphasiz:Lng, and thereby wider.ing, their areas of disagreement. 

11Such groups need not be concerned with the general welfare; they may be 

Wedded to a special interest or a .special bias o Th.e result is disintegration rather 

than representation. Disintegration paralyzed those whose task it was to keep 

Mussolini and Hitler ou~· of power; it explains why Molotov demanded proportional 

· representation for all German elections, knowing well that un~er P.R. our plans for 

a democratic Germany would be defeated before they got started.'.' 

end 
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47-2$1 

Boston, Mass., Oct,. ::--Products derived from cinnamic acid as a result of 

research at the Chemical Laboratories of the University of Notre Dame was described 

to the Fall meeting of the American Electrochemica+ Society here recently by Dr. 

Christopher L. v\iilson, l-'rofessor of Chemistry at Notre Dame • 

. Dr, 'Wilson, who has achieved distinction as a cheinist both in· England and the 

Umted States, also conferred with leading American electrochemist~ on Notre Dame's 

research program in electrochemistry, which is chemistry applied by means of 

electtic current, such as lead-plating, copper1""plating, etc. 

end 
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Release: ~day, Uct. 27, 1947 -

Lafayette, Ind., Oct. 26 ... -Revival of free international trade as a vital step 

toward world economic recovery was advocated here today (Oct. 26) by Thomas T. 

M~phy, Associate Professor of Finance at the University of Notre Dane, in an 

address before a Communion breakfast of the Neuman Club of Purdue University. 

11 The desirability of promoting world recovery is unquesti9n<=:d, 11 Professor 

Murphy declared. 11 Even beyond the moral obligation placed upon the shoulders of 

the 'have' natioris to feed and clothe the 'have nott peoples, there is an economic 
7 . . 

principle involved. Briefly, it is this: unless the destitute peoples of the vwrld 

are again made self-sufficient, the problem of caring for them is a continuing one. 

To restore their economic potence is to assist them to prepare for their future 

well-being. 

"The nations of Western Europe are now studying the real obstacles that con

front a coordinated _recovery program. 'l'he planners find that inn~erable tradi-

tions must be surmounted prior.· to the ipnauguration of a long-range planning program. 

The long historical· fear of redevelopment of Germany's war potential must be allayed 

in order to harness coal and. heavy industry of the Ruhr to the recovery program. 

The United States must be certain that it is not placed in a position of pumping 

aid into Germany, Austria and Italy, while. Russia sucks it out.n 

. Professor Murphy pointed out that the v.Drld can adopt one of two opposing 

doctrines regarding trade. 11First, each country can pursue a program of autarky;· 

second, all countriE3S can follow a prograrn of removing the 'Obstacles to free trade. 

Pursuance of the autarky principle can but. minimize the real income potentialities 

of all nations, 11 he o.bserved •. 

end 
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Release: Immediate];[_ 47-233 -

Notre Dame, Ind., : :--The doctrine of the existence of God ·as Creator of all 

finite beings, as maintained by the philosophy of St 90 Thomas .Aquinas, transformed 

the necessitarian philosophy of Aristotle into a Christian philosophy, according to 

Dr. Etienne Gilson, world-famed philosopher, in a series of three lectures (Oct~ 23, 

24 and 25) at the Mediaeval Institute at the U~ versity of Notre Dame .. 

Dro Gilson, a member of the French .Jl.Cademy and of the faculty at the College de 

France and· the Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval .Studies in Toronto, was the first 

in a series of guest lecturers to be presented at the ·Notre De'"'1le Mediaeval Institute 

during the 1947-4F3 schoolyear •. who was a Pagan, . . . . 
11 To the mind of P..ristotle /Metaphysics \'las the scienc;e of the first ca1,1ses of 

. . 

being, 11 declared Dr .. Gilson: 11 For St. Thomas Aquinas, it becomes the science of the 

First Cause of beings, namely, God. As far as being itself is concerned, it may be 
. -

regarded either from Aristotle's point of view, or from that of St. Thomas., X X X 

St·, Thomas incorporated the Aristotelean conception of being within his. own doctrine. 

"Being, understood in the_ Aristotelean fashion, is essentially the existing· 
. . 

Since it~ very nature is to be, it necessarily is. Hence the ri~ces'sita.r-
ianism of Aristotle's. Metaphysics. ·In the Christian conception of the world, which 

St, Thomas Aquinas obviously held" all finite beings are creatE)d beings1•· -- Conse.- · 
. . . . 

quently, because they are created, there is within them a possibility of non- .. 

existence; their. existence is radically contingent.. It . is a remarkable fact, however; 

that,. granting .this radidal contingency of all created substances, St. Thomas, 

nevertheless' maintains that, inasmuch. as they .are substances they contain no in

trinsic possibility of .non-exi~tence. 0nce they have been created, they will· never 

completely cease to be ·" 

D:r.·Gilson pointe~ out· that it might se.em that to the mind of St .• Thomas the 

Christian God created th~ world of JU'istotle, but1 he added 11 that world is r.adicaJ_ly 

it enters· into the existential thinking .of S(. Thomas .• n 

end 
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John V. Hinkel, ·Director · · · 

47·284 

~d.,uct. ::--An aggressive public relations program by the 

Economic and Social Council of the United Nations urganization was advocated here on 

October 23 by Professor lJJesley C. Bender, Head of the Department of Marketing at the 

University. of Notre Dame, in. an address before the social .science teachers at the 

Indiana state teachers convention • 

Professor Bender stressed. that 11in the long rvn the E.conomic and Social 

Council is likely to receive from the peoples of the world deserved approbation not 

now accorded any Etrm of tho United Nations. II He pointed out' however, that the 

opportunity to merit such appl2.use from the world family depends upon an _immediate 

critical appraisal of the Council's powers and functions. to effect an improvement. 

The Notre Dame professor suggested a ten-point program for improvement · · 

inClUding aggressiVe puhlic relations designed to educate peoples and to II Sell the 

· council and its fact..;.finding experts so that their re.ports wfLl be officially . 

accepted by all governments •11 

/' end 
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~E: The following news story ha~ ;iust been, released bz the RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE. 

AMERICAN BISHOP INSTAL LED IN DACCA - By Religious News Service -- (10/24/47) 

DACCA, India -- The Most Rev. Lawrence _1. Grmer, C.S.C., 46-year ... old American

born member of the Congregation of. Holy Cross, Roman ·catholic missionary order, was 

solemnly enthroned here as Bishop of Dacca on his arrival from the Uni.ted States 

where he was consecrated at Notre Dame, Indiana, last ApriL The enthronement rites 

were presided over by the Most Rev. Ferdinand Perier, Archbishop of Calcutta. 

Bishop @raner,_who visited Rome on' his journey from the United States to India, 

was accompanied by Fathers Charles Young and Thomas Fitzpatriclc, both of· Washington, 

D.C., who also belong to the Congregation of Holy Cross. Father Young returned to 

Dacca after a rest period, while Father Fitzpatrick has. been conrinissioned to study 

· mission problems in India on behalf of the· .missionary order. 

In addition t.o · 24 Holy Cro-ss priests, the diocese of Dacca is served by 13 

Indian and three Italian priests; eleven foreign and two Indian brothers; and 78 nuns, 

of whom 47 are Indians. Chrl.stians in Dacca number 92,900 Catholics ana· S,ooo 

Protestants. 

end 
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Release~ Tuesd<w,,Oct. 28,1947 - ' 

47-285 

Notre Dame, Ind., uct. 28:; --Fundamental properties of nuclei were discussed 

by Dr'. Charles J. Mullin, 1.ssistant Professor of Physics at the University of Notre 

Dame1 last night '(Oct. 27) in the first of a series of weekly lectures on elementary 

nuclear physics to be delivered at Notre Dt=~me for students~ educators and the 

general public '• 

Dr. Mullin explained the atomic theoryof matter, the construction and funda:... 

mental properties of the atom 1 s nucleus' and the properties and reactions of the 
" 

atom's primary particles. Other lectures ¥Jill be delivered in succe:;:eding weeks by 

members of the faculty in the department of physics, chemistry and biology at 

tbtre Dame., 

The primary purpos'e of the lecture series is to provide a basic 'introduction 

in nuclear energy as applied to chemistry and biology. Notre Dame has been 

conducting experiments in nuclear energy for more than a decade. im electro-static 
\ 

' generator (atom-smasher), one of the few of its type in the wor;Ld, is being used 

at Notre Dame for these experiments. 

end 
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