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Notre Dame, Ind ., Dec. 1* — General A lfred  Pi. Gruenther, aw rded  the 

U niversity of Notre Dame*s Laetare Medal here ton igh t (Tuesday), 

predicted th a t  the defense of western Europe w ill be guaranteed when 

the armed forees of western Germany become e ffee tiv e  and augment the 

m ilita ry  might of th e  f i f te e n  NATO nations*

The former Supreme A llied  (3ommander in  Europe conceded th a t  the 

NATO forces today "are no t y e t (3trong enough to  defend western Europe 

against sin a l l - o u t  a t ta c k ." He emphasized, however, th a t  we have "the 

overwhelming capacity to retaliate against Communist aggression with 

long-range a i r  power*11

Rev. Theodore M, Hesburgh, 0 .S .0 . ,  Notre Dame p residen t, conferred  

upon Gruenther the Lae ta re  Pie dal which has been awards d annually since 

1883 to an outstanding American Catholic layman* The u n iv e rs ity  c i te d  

Gruenther, soon to become president of The American Red Cross, as one 

who has d istingu ished  him self "as a soldier-dlplom at in  a period of 

American h is to ry  which was p a r tic u la r ly  d i f f ic u l t  and d e lic a te  * "

President Eisenhower, in  a message read a 1) the campus convocation 

by p re s id e n tia l a s s is ta n t  Kevin McCann, sa lu ted  Gruenther *s "long devotion 

of b r i l l i a n t  ta le n ts  and pe net ra tin g  wisdom to  the secu rity  and welfare 

of the re public and the free  world* ** Mr. Eisenhowe r  des cribed  h is 

long-time frien d  who sorved undor him as NATO ch ief of istaff as "an 

American of es to u t re l ig io  us f a i th  and lo y a l ty ."

In another message, Francis Cardinal (3pellman, Archbishop of uew York, 

hailed  Gruenther as "a p a tr io tic  American and an exemplary C atholic ."
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General <u Lawton,Collins} former Army ch ier of staff*  who received 

the Lae ta re  Medal in  1950* shared the platform  with m ilita ry  d ig n ita rie s  

and u n iv e rs ity  o f f ic ia ls .  Nearly 3,000 persons, about h a lf  o f them 

members of Notre fam e's Army, Navy and A ir force B.CTC u n its , attended 

the exercises in  the U niversity D rill Hall on the campus. The Laetare 

Meaal presentation  was te lev ised  fo r the f i r s t  time by IvNEU-TV, the 

u n iv e rs ity 's  s ta tio n ,

using a 12-foot European map to i l l u s t r a t e  h is  remarks, General 

Gruenther contended th a t  the a llia n ce  system i s  the b e s t way to  defend 

ourselves and the western world against aggression. The mantle cf 

leadersh ip  has fa lle n  upon American shoulders, Gruenther asse rted , "life 

are going to  have to  lead the world through a very d i f f ic u l t  p e rio d ,11

Gruenther described recent d iffe rences and s tre sse s  among the 

western a l l i e s  as "su p erfic ia l"  and a sse rted  th a t anit-Ameiican sentiment 

in  Europe "is  not g re a t."  Alluding to  American world leadersh ip , Gruenther 

expressed the hope th a t  the United S ta te s  would be "easy to change when 

we are wrong and easy to  liv e  with when we are r ig h t ."

L i s t ,3 mailed ie c . 5, 1956
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Highland Park, 111*, Fee. 3 — * J an#s IS. Anns trong, 

executive secretary o f the Notre Dane A lunni A ssociation, toda}' 

m s e lected d is t r ic t  chairman o f the Araerican Alu%:mi C ouncil

fo r  a t%fo-»year term be ginning in  1958. Ihe veteran hotre Dame 

o f f ic ia l ta&e a lso  appointed o ire c to r o f the AAC* s 19p8 n a tio n a l 

oonvention to  be helcl a t Lake P lac id , N# %.

As d is t r ic t  chaim an, Armstrong w il l  head alumni o ffle e rs  

o f 1$0 colleges and m iiv o rs itie s , both s ta te  and p riva te , in  

Indiana, I l l in o is ,  fdLo higan, Wise one in , ^nnes ota and Ohio#

Included in  the organisation are alumni secre ta ries , d ire c to rs  

o f alurm i and development funds, and e d ito rs  o f alumni publications#

Arms trong has been ii o tre  Lame * s alumni secretary since 192$*

He has a lso served as ass is tan t d ire c to r o f the Notre Dame Foundation 

since i t  was estab lished in  191&7.

ena
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Notre Dame, In d ., Dec, — An 85-year-old p rie s t, who persuaded 

Knute Rockne to remain at Notre Daime as a chemis try  instruc to r fo il owing his 

graduation, w ill observe the oOth anniversary of h is ordination with a 

Solemn % igh Mas s in  Sac re d Heart Church on the campus December 16 th 

(Sunday, 9a. m.).

Rev* Joseph A. Maguire, C.S.O., w ill celebrate his jub ilee Mass a t 

the same a l ta r  where tie ms ordained to  the priesthood on December 21,

1^96. The ob servance has been schedule cl five days early  s o th a t Notre Dame 

students* who otherwise wo old be on &hristmas vacation, may attend t  tie r ites*

Father Maguire, who arrived  a t Notre Dame as a seminarian seventy 

years ago, is  one of a very few persons who remember the university1 s 

founder, Rev, Edward F» Sorin, C. S * C. * The venerable o rie s t, who s t i l l  i s  

remarkably ac tive  sis a c ounselo r  and confessor a t Moreau S eminary (in the 

campus, re c a lls  th a t Notre Damefs famed golden dome was f i r s t  gilded the 

year he arrived  a t  the university*

For more than twenty years a fte r  his ordination, from 1897 to 1920, 

Father Maguire was head of Notre Dame * s chemistry department# Rockne, 

whom he remembers as "a very fine teacher," was not the only stucent of his 

who achieved national prominence. The la te  Rev. Ju liu s Kieuwlanti, C.S.C,, 

who set ire search led  to  the development of syn the t ic  rubber, a l si o was si 

f3 tudent and la te  2? si c olleague of Fa the r  Maguire»

From 1950 to 1953, a t four score years of age, Father Maguire returned

to the Notre Dame facu lty , th is  time teaching relig ion , a f te r  serving in

several responsible posts of the Congregation of Holy Cross fo r th ir ty  years#
more
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For approximately f if te e n  years Father Maguire was associated w ith  

St. Edward? s University, Austin, Texas, serving sis i t s  president from 193b 

to 19 217. H e was pas to r of 231. Patric  k? s Church, South Bend, from 1931 to  193b 

and from 1937 to 19 bO* taring  the following ten years he was relig ious 

superior of the Community House, then a re side nee of Holy Cross priests and 

brothers on the Notre tame campus,

Fa the r Maguire enjoys remarkably good health  and is  more ac tive than

most men twenty years younger. Ha can be seen a t most concert s* plays and

leetures in  Washington Hall on the cam;-us, Until a few years ago he used

to ice skate and hunt ducks, pheasant and deer*

As (3 ounselor at. Moreau Seminary, Father Maguire gives fu ture Holy Gross 

o r ie s ts , many of them destined to  teach a t  Notre Dame, a special insight in to  

the h isto ry  and development of the Congregation of Holy Cross and the university, 

His s to rie s  of Notre Dame* s early  years bring to  l i f e  men whose names loom 

large in  18otre Dame * s annals.

Born in  Blythe, England, of I r is h  parentage on Oct* 28, 1871, anther 

Maguire is  the la s t  liv ing  member of his immediate family* He has re la tiv es  

in England and Aus t r a l ia  and s everal c ous ins in the Unite d States*

As sla ting  *athe r Maguire a t h is 60th anniversary Mass w ill be dev. Eugene 

Burke, C.S*C. ,  deacon; Rev, Cornelius Hagerty, (3. S. C. ,  (suit)-deacon; Rev, Paul 

Rankin, C * S. 0 ., supe r io r  o f  noreau Seminary whe re Father Maguire res ids s , 

a ss is tan t p r ie s t; and Rev. Laurence LaVasseur, C.S. C., mastor of ceremonies*

The sermon a t the jubilee liass td.ll be preached by Father Maguire * (3 long-time 

friend, Rev. i^atthew Schumacher, (3.S .C. ,  <3haplain a t nearby St* Mary? s (3ollege.

Diet 3* Mailed Dec. 7
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Notre Dame, Ind ., Dec* 8 — The Catholic college graduate, in  the 

opinion of many p ries ts , i s  not carrying his weight in  the lay apostolate 

with the resu lt th a t the important work is  s t i l l  being done "by the 

re la tiv e ly  un-educated or poorly educated Catnolle lay person," Rev. Joseph 

F ichter, S .J . ,  v is itin g  professor of sociology a t the University of Notre 

Dame, declared here today (Saturday),

"Four years in  college, even in a Catholic college, does not 

autom atically make us experts in  the lay  ap o sto la te ,"• Father F ich ter asserted, 

He noted th a t "some people with re la tiv e ly  l i t t l e  formal schooling are 

making a tremendous contribution, while others with the highest academic 

degrees obtainable are doing p rac tica lly  nothing,"

Father F ichter, an authority  on parish sociology, and nonaid Thorman, 

managing ed ito r of THE AVB MARIA, were the principal speakers a t  the fourth 

annual Advent Symposium here. More than 200 college students from 

throughout the country attended the sessions which were sponsored by the 

National Catholic Action Commission whose headquarters are at Notre Lame, 

Thorman to ld  the collegians of the role of the Catholic press in  

nurturing, sustaining and building up the lay apostolate. "Through i t s  books, 

pamphlets, magazines and diocesan capers, the Catholic press i s  helping to  

motivate, educate and form the minds of i t s  20-m illion plus su scrib ers ,"• 

he said. Describing the Catholic Dress as "the voice of the lay apostolate 

in  modern America,11 Thorman said tha t young people cannot help but become 

b e tte r  lay apostles if  they read "selectively  and regularly" as much of i t s  

continuing output as possible*
more
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While stressing  the importance of Catholic lay  leadership, fa ther 

P ichter noted "the odd position"' of the layman in the structure of the 

Church, "There is  a ce ilin g , and a very low ce ilin g ,"  he said, "to which the

lay  person can climb. All of the important functions and roles in the Church

are performed by professional, fu ll-tim e  clergy,"

Father P ichter, who is head of the department of sociology a t Loyola 

University of the South, observed, however, th a t the s ta tu s  of the Catholic 

la i ty  is  changing "rapidly and upwardly" as compared to  th a t of the p rie s t. 

Whereas p rie s ts  have tended to  maintain approximately the same s ta tu s  which 

they had a generation or two ago, laymen with specialized professional

tra in ing  often have more prestige than the parish p r ie s t ,  the J e su it

" I t  may be said th a t some lay people are too learned and too educated 

not only fo r  the other parishoners, but also for the p rie s ts  of the p a rish ,« 

Father P ichter contended. "Pastors are often taken aback," he said ,

"by the advanced and so-called  l ib e ra l  a ttitu d es  exhibited by an educated 

person," Pointing out th a t the level of education is  r is in g  very rap id ly  

among lay  Catholics, Father P ichter said tha t the Catholic college graduate 

"is no longer the exception he once was. Some of the newer parishes,"- 

he said , "are made up of almost en tire ly  of college people; and th e ir  

number is  increasing a l l  the tim e,"

"The best contribution the college man can make is  not necessarily  to be 

out in  fro n t as a known and approved leader" in parish a ffa irs , Father 

F ichter said. I t  is  ra th e r  through contacts, through committee work and 

through personal re la tions that he is  able to put over h is ideas and reform 

any organisation from w ithin, he said ,

end
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Date Topic
Bee. 5 Gen. Gruenther awarded Lae tare 

Medal (12/U)
Dec. 7 J. Armstrong elected dist. chaiman 

of American Alumni Council.
Sec. 7 Her. Maguire celebrates 60th anniv, 

of his ordination.
Dec. 7 Fr. Fichter says Catholic College 

grad, not carrying his weight in


