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Notre Dame, In d ., Mar. 23 — Admiral George W. Anderson, J r . ,

Chief of Naval O perations, w i l l  rece ive  the U niversity  of Notre Dame's 

Laetare Medal fo r  I 963, i t  was announced here ton igh t (Saturday) by 

Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C .S .C ., U n iversity  p re s id en t.

The Laetare Medal has been awarded annually s in ce  1883 to  an 

outstanding American C atholic layman. P residen t Kennedy was th e  rec ip ien t 

in  1961. Admiral Anderson, a member of the  Jo in t Chiefs o f  S ta f f ,  i s  the  

second naval f ig u re  to  rece iv e  th e  medal. An e a r l ie r  Chief o f  Naval O perations, 

Admiral William Shepherd Benson, was s im ila r ly  honored in  1917•

Father Hesburgh, in  naming th e  fo u r -s ta r  adm iral fo r  th is  year’s award, 

pa id  t r ib u te  to  Anderson " fo r  h is  more than th i r ty - f iv e  years of courageous and 

b r i l l i a n t  serv ice  to  the  n a tio n . Throughout h is  notable ca reer, in  war and in  

peace, whether combatting th e  enemy in  the f a r  P a c if ic  o r forging th e  blockade 

o f nearby Cuba, Admiral Anderson has exem plified the  h ighest id ea ls  of the  naval 

se rv ice  and h is  C h ris tian  f a i th .  Like the celebrated  Captain John Barry, th e  

Navy’s f i r s t  o f f ic e r ,  he p e rso n ifie s  a  v i r i l e  devotion to  God and country worthy 

o f emulation by h is  fellow-Am ericans. For these and o th er reasons," Father 

Hesburgh sa id , "the U n iv ers ity  of Notre Dame i s  proud to  award Admiral Anderson 

the h ighest honor w ith in  i t s  power to  bestow, The Laetare Medal."

Admiral Anderson i s  the  8l s t  re c ip ie n t of The Laetare Medal which is  

genera lly  regarded as th e  most s ig n if ic a n t annual award conferred on Catholic 

laymen in  the  United S ta te s . Recent re c ip ie n ts  have included p sy c h ia tr is t  F rancis 

J .  Braeeland, educator George N. Shuster, diplomat Robert D. Murphy, I n d u s t r ia l is t  

Frank M. Folsom and author C lare Boothe Luce.
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Notre Dame’s L aetare Medal is  so  named 'because the  re c ip ie n t is  

announced each year on Laetare Sunday, th e  fo u rth  Sunday o f Lent and an 

occasion of joy in  the  l i tu rg y  of th e  Church. The ac tu a l p resen ta tio n  of 

th e  medal i s  arranged fo r  a time and p lace convenient to  th e  re c ip ie n t.

P r io r  to  being  appointed Chief of Naval Operations on August 1, 1961, 

Admiral Anderson served fo r  two years as commander o f the S ix th  F le e t in  the  

M editerranean. A naval av ia to r fo r  more than  th i r t y  years, he had been commander 

o f C arrie r D ivision Six during 1958-59. E a r l ie r  he was Chief o f S ta f f  to  the  

Commander in  C hief, P a c if ic  and h e ld  im portant s t a f f  assignments fo r  top commands

in  th e  P a c if ic ,  th e  A tla n tic , Europe and th e  Pentagon.

Admiral Anderson was born in  Brooklyn, N. Y ., December 15, 1906. He 

was graduated from th e  U. S. Naval Academy and commissioned an ensign in  1927.

He began f l ig h t  tra in in g  a t  Pensacola in  1930 and was designated a naval av ia to r 

in  October o f  th a t  year. His e a r ly  f l ig h t  duty p r io r  to  World War I I  was aboard 

th e  a i r c r a f t  c a r r ie rs  Lexington and Yorktown. At th e  o u tse t o f  the  war, Anderson 

was assigned to  the p lans d iv is io n  o f  the Navy' s' Bureau o f Aeronautics in  Washington, 

helping form ulate the American a i r c r a f t  program fo r  th e  world-wide c o n f lic t .

In  19^3, Anderson became navigator and t a c t i c a l  o f f ic e r  o f th e  new 

DSS Yorktown whose o ff ic e rs  and men were to  be c ite d  fo r  "ex trao rd inary  heroism 

in  ac tion  ag a in st enemy Japanese fo rces in  the  a i r ,  a t  sea and on shore in  the  

P a c if ic  war a r e a . . ."  He p erso n a lly  was awarded the Legion of M erit " fo r exception­

a l ly  m eritorious conduct as head o f the P lans D ivision of the  S ta ff  of the  Commander

A ir Force, U. S. P ac ific  F le e t, during la te  19^3 and e a r ly  l$kk.

A fter s t a f f  assignments in  the P a c if ic | and a t  the  Pentagon, Admiral 

Anderson served fo r  a year as commanding o ff !c e r  of th e  U8S Mindoro u n t i l  August,

19^9> when he entered th e  N ational War College in  Washington# His next assignments 

were as f l e e t  operations o f f ic e r  of th e  S ix th  F lee t and sen io r p lans and operations 

o f f ic e r  a t  General Eisenhower's SHAPE headquarters near Peris#
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In  Ju ly , 1952, Anderson began a y ea r’s to u r as commanding o ff ic e r  of 

th e  a i r c r a f t  c a r r ie r  F ranklin  D. R oosevelt. For a two-year period  beginning 

in  Ju ly , 1953, he served as sp e c ia l a s s is ta n t  to  the Chairman of th e  Jo in t 

Chiefs of S ta f f  a t  the  Pentagon. Anderson assumed command of the  Formosa 

P a tro l Force in  1955 • He was Chief of S ta f f ,  J o in t  S ta f f ,  Commander in  Chief, 

P a c if ic  from Ju ly , 1956, to  May, 1957, when he became Chief of S ta f f  and Aide 

to  the Commander in  Chief, P a c if ic . Then followed h is  assignments as commander 

o f  C arrier D ivision Six and Commander o f th e  S ix th  F lee t .

Admiral Anderson, in  ad d itio n  to  th e  Legion of M erit, th e  Bronze S ta r  

and severa l commendation ribbons, has been awarded the  Order of th e  B ritish  Empire, 

rank of Honorary O ffice r, from th e  government of Great B r ita in . He i s  married 

to  the  former Mary Lee Sample o f Pensacola, F la . His f i r s t  w ife, th e  former M uriel 

B u ttlin g , d ied  in  1 9 # . He has two sons, L t. George W. Anderson, 111, USN, and 

Thomas P a tr ic k  Anderson; a  daughter, Mrs. D aniel Coughlin; and a step-daughter,

Mrs. David M. Abshire.
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