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Notre Dame, Ind., Oct. 27 — A C ross-C ultural Study o f Youth w ill be

conducted in  th ree  neighborhoods in  New York C ity , Chicago and Washington, D. C ., 

under the auspices o f th e  U n iversity  of R otre Dame and w ith th e  support of a 

$120,000 g ran t from The Lavanburg Foundation, I t  was announced today.

chairman o f th e  adv isory  committee fo r  th e  study. I t s  d ire c to r , he s a id , i s  

Dr. Bernard Lander, a sso c ia te  p ro fesso r o f sociology a t  Hunter College in  New York. 

Lender is  th e  author o f the study , Towards an understanding of  Juvenile Delinquency, 

which a ttra c te d  considerab le a tte n tio n  when published in  195k.

so c ie ty  are  expanding” d esp ite  u n p ara lle led  p ro sp e rity  and th e  increasing  a v a i la b il i ty  

o f a  wide spectrum o f s o c ia l se rv ices . "The alarm ing in c rease  in  th e  volume and 

seriousness o f  ju v en ile  delinquency, youth and a d u lt crim e,” he b e liev e s , " is  a  

s tr ik in g  symbol o f what can only be described as profound so c ia l m alaise."

so c ia l problems r e f le c t  the  d e te rio ra tio n  o f our moral code and the fa i lu re  of th e  

community, th e  fam ily , th e  school and the church to  a c t as e ffe c tiv e  transm ission  

agencies fo r  th e  moral values o f th e  la rg e r so c ie ty .

hypothesis in  g rea te r depth and in  a more system atic fash ion  in  the th re e  b ig -c ity  

neighborhoods. "In th i s  inqu iry  we are not only in te re s te d  in  so c ia l patho logy ," 

Lander s tre sse d . I t  may be even more im portant, he sa id , to  study th e  s ta b le  

fam ily  "in  o rd er to  unravel the  fa c to rs  th a t  enable i t  to  develop good c itiz e n s  

d esp ite  the environm ent. We believ e  th a t in s ig h ts  derived  from such analysis may 

provide guidance in  th e  development o f  so c ia l th erap eu tic  programs."

Dr. George R. S huster, a s s is ta n t to  th e  p resid en t o f Rotre Deane, i s

According to  Lander, " th e  areas o f d isa rra y  and d iscon ten t in  American

Lander cited The Baltimore Study in 1950 which suggested that these

The Rotre Dame resea rch , he explained, i s  designed to  study  th is
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Notre Dame's youth study w ill  have th e  serv ices o f th ree  sen io r 

co n su ltan ts . They ere Dr. Hyman F renkel, co n su ltan t to  th e  P re s id en t’s Committee 

on Juven ile  Delinquency and Youth Crime: Dr. A rthur P e a rl, a sso c ia te  p ro fesso r 

o f psychology a t  Howard U n iv ersity , who w ill superv ise th e  Washington, D. C., 

p ro je c t; and Dr. Hugh O 'B rien, p ro fesso r of sociology a t  Notre Dame, who w ill 

supervise th e  research  in  Chicago.

Members o f th e  advisory  committee, in  ad d itio n  to  Dr. S huster, include 

Dr. Frank J . Cohen, d ire c to r  o f The Lavariburg Foundation, who is  i t s  vice-chairm an; 

Miss E thel H, Wise, chairman o f The Lavariburg Foundation; and P ro f. John J .  Kane, 

ac tin g  head o f th e  Notre Dame sociology departm ent. Also Mr. Saul D. A linsky,

Dr. W ilbur J .  Cohen, Dr. Leonard S. C o ttre ll , J r . ,  Dr. James W. F ogarty,

R t. Rev. Msgr. Raymond J .  G allagher, R t. Rev. Msgr. George H. G uilfoyle,

Dr. Lewis Webster Jones, Dr. Ju liu s  Mark, Dr. John J .  Meng, Mr. Robert L. Popper 

and Mr. M ilton G. R ector.

Speaking fo r  th e  U n iversity  of Notre Dame, Dr. Shuster said :

"The in te re s t  a lread y  expressed in  th i s  p ro je c t dem onstrates once more 

th e  fo re s ig h t and wisdom o f th e  tru s te e s  and th e  d ire c to r  o f The Lavariburg Foundation, 

I t s  d ire c to r , Dr. Frank J .  Cohen, i s  one of th e  a b le s t and most experienced American 

so c io lo g is ts  working in  th e  f ie ld  o f youth.

To date  notable a d d itio n a l sums have been made av a ilab le  fo r  th e  support 

o f th e  resea rch . In  ad d itio n , government agencies, a t  th e  fe d e ra l and lo c a l le v e l, 

have expressed su b s ta n tia l in te r e s t ,  end the cooperation o f Hunter C ollege, Howard 

U niversity  and Loyola U n iversity  i s  assured ."

Shuster sa id  th e  youth study may ev en tually  be extended to  o ther c i t i e s .

end
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Notre Dame, In d ., Oct. 28 — A prominent Roman Catholic p r ie s t  today 

proposed a White House conference to  discuss measures th a t would "help the under­

developed nations deal effec tive ly  with th e ir  urgent population problems."

Rev. John A. O'Brien, research professor of theology a t the U niversity 

of Notre Dame, also called  on the fed era l government "to conduct a crash research 

program on human reproduction in  a l l  i t s  phases."

Father O'Brien made the two proposals in  an a r t ic le ,  "L et's End the War 

Over B irth Control" which appears simultaneously in  the current issues of THE 

CHRISTIAN CENTURY and THE AVB MARIA. An e a r l ie r  a r t ic le  by the noted p r ie s t- 

author, "Family Planning in  an Exploding Population," appeared in  the same P ro testan t 

and Catholic magazines in  la te  August and a ttra c ted  worldwide in te re s t .

In  his frank and fo rth rig h t a r t ic le ,  Father O'Brien contends " i t  is  time 

to  close ranks, time to  end the cold war (over b ir th  control) and to  work together 

as brothers and good neighbors" in a p lu ra l is t ic  society. He believes i t  is  now 

possible fo r  Catholics and non-Catholics "to  discuss the population problem, analyze 

th e ir  points of agreement and difference, and solve the problem in  a way th a t w ill 

respect the consciences of a l l ."

"With more than 300 denominations in  our m idst," Father O'Brien w rites,

i t  is  obvious th a t we must learn not only to  liv e  together but also to respect
/ /

scrupulously the consciences of others and work together fo r the common good.

more
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"The consequence of such relig ious pluralism ," he continues, " is  th a t no 

one group may inpose i t s  d is tin c tiv e  creedal or moral viewpoint through the clenched 

f i s t  o f leg is la tiv e  f i a t  or governmental d irec tive  upon those of other fa ith s . The 

attempt to  do so is  r ig h tly  resented as in to lerab le  arrogance; i t  is  an u t te r ly  un­

warranted infringement on the constitu tional righ ts of others and is  doomed to  

fa ilu re . I t s  only re su lt  is  the generation of bad blood, b itte rn ess , hatred  and s tr ife . '!

Father O'Brien c ites  statements by the la te  Pope Pius XII, Cardinals 

Cushing and Bea and other prominent Catholic figures i l lu s tra t in g  the Church's 

teaching th a t Catholics have "a moral duty" — in  the words of Pius XII — to  respect 

the re lig ious b e lie fs  and constitu tional r ig h ts  of others.

While Catholics believe the natu ral law proh ib its contraceptive b ir th  

con tro l, Father O'Brien says the revolution in  the e th ica l thinking of P ro testan ts 

has occurred with such speed th a t many Catholics seem unaware th a t contraception is  

no longer in  P ro testan t eyes an e v il thing, but may be a good, virtuous and even 

holy action, demanded by the changed conditions of modem l i f e  and commended by the 

vast m ajority of physicians."

I t  i s  th is  "cu ltu ra l lag" — the fa ilu re  to  appreciate the rad ica l change 

in  P ro testan t and Jewish thinking — tha t p e r tly  explains C atholics1 occasional 

recourse to  the police power of the s ta te  to  suppress contraceptive b irth -co n tro l 

p rac tices , advertising and c l in ic s , Father O'Brien w rites. I t  is  also re la ted  to  

opposition to  the repeal of an tib irth -co n tro l laws in  some s ta te s , he says.

In  Father O 'Brien's view, "recognition of the far-reaching im plications of 

the fa c t th a t we are liv in g  in  a p lu ra lis t ic  society  does not mean an espousal of 

re lig ious indifferent!sm , moral relativ ism  or a moral code divorced from the natu ra l 

law and based so le ly  upon subjective feelings and emotions. Neither does i t  mean tha t 

tru th , e ith e r philosophical or re lig io u s, is  to  be determined by a m ajority vote. I t

simply means th a t c itizen s of divergent re lig ious fa ith s  can work together to  solve
/ /

the problems which constantly a rise  in  modern community l i f e  and th a t they must 

respect the conscientious convictions and re lig ious fa ith  of one another.
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Notre Dame, Ind., Oct. 29 —  The appointment of Thomas T. Murphy as 
dean of the College of Business Administration at the University of Notre Dame 
■was announced today by Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, 0.8.0., University president.

Murphy, who is a specialist in investments and business finance, had 
been serving as acting dean since December 1st when Dean James ¥. Culliton 
relinquished the post to become a member of the U. S. Tariff Commission.

A member of the Notre Dame faculty since I9W ,  Dean Murphy holds two 
degrees from Boston University end has taken additional graduate studies at the 
University of Michigan, Indiana University and Notre Dame.

Dean Murphy is a former faculty member at Aquinas College, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., and delivered the commencement address there last June. Immediately prior 
to joining the Notre Dame faculty, he taught at Holy Cross College. Worcester,
Mass. He is a member of the American Economic Association and currently is vice 
president of the Midwest Economic Association. His other professional affiliations 
include The American Finance Association and the Indiana Academy of Social Science.

Notre Dame1 s new business dean is married to the former Bernadean 
Flynn of Alto, Michigan. They have two sons and a daughter and live at 1005 Oak 
Ridge Drive in South Bend.
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