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Notre Dame, Ind. , Sept. 30 *—The liv e s  and work of twelve towering 

Catholic and P ro testan t scholars are sketched in  Theologians Of Our Time. a 

book ju s t  published by the University of Notre Dame Press.

Edited by Leonhard Reinisch, the volume presen ts p ro f ile s  of 

Karl Barth, Rudolf Bultmann, Emil Brunner, Paul A lthaus, Paul T i l l ic h ,  

Reinhold Niebuhr, Karl Adam, Romano Guardini, Heinrich S ch lie r , Hans Urs 

von B althasar, Yves Congar and Karl Rahner. I t  includes a complete b ib l i ­

ography of th e ir  books, essays, a r t i c l e s  and pamphlets.

In a Foreword, Rev. Charles H. Henkey, notes a "current upsurge 

of theo log ical in te re s t"  and "the emergence of g re a t ,  zealous theo logians,"  

Theologians of our time, he w rite s , " l ik e  the prophets of the Old Testament, 

are the beacon lig h ts  in  the darkness th a t  i s  enveloping human ex istence 

today. They manifest and express the v i t a l  reac tio n  of f a i th  in  a f a i th le s s ,  

s e c u la r is t ic  w o rld ,. ."

Father Henkey c i te s  "two re a l ly  p o s itiv e  achievements" of the "new 

theology." F i r s t ,  "Catholic theologians have become deeply influenced by 

problems which were o r ig in a lly  ra ised  by P ro te s tan t theologians, without 

deviating from Catholic t r u th ,  while P ro tes tan t theologians are borne more 

and more by the weight of th e i r  own honest thinking towards an affirm ation  of 

the Catholic point of view." Secondly, he re p o r ts , " there  is  also a growing 

rapprochement between theology and the n a tu ra l sc ien ces» theologians no 

longer regard suspiciously the new discoveries as being p o ten tia l  enemies of 

the old f a i th .  S c ie n t is ts ,  on the o ther hand, no longer id en tify  the 

theologians with dark-garbed in q u is i to rs ,  ready to  o b l i te ra te  innovations 

without even questioning the m erits involved,"


