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Give b ack  to  God some o f th e  tim e  He h a s  g iv e n  you — sa y  a  h a l f - h o u r  on 
th e  F i r s t  F r id a y . I t  won’t  k i l l  yo u , and  i t  may cu re  you o f  some d i s 
tem per .

The F o rtu n e  T e l le r *

•'Why i s  so  much r e l i g i o n  fo rc e d  upon a  s tu d e n t?  Cut o u t a l l  com pulsory  
r e l i g i o u s  e x e r c i s e s ,  le a v e  men* to  t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e  and  you w i l l  g e t  
r e a l  r e l i g i o n  o u t o f  them ."

A. Tw enty-0ne*Y ear-01d-M an.

My d e a r  boy; When you w ere s t i l l  i n  sw ad d lin g  c lo th e s  someone fo rc e d  
B ap tism  upon  yo u . When you were f i v e  y e a r s  o ld  y o u r m o th e r*  spanked  you 
when you d id n ’t  say  your p ra y e rs  a t  n i g h t . Then she f o r c e d  you to  go to  
sch o o l and  th e  S i s t e r s  fo rc e d  you to  l e a r n  y o u r C a tec h ism . The C a th o l ic  
Church to o k  a  hand and fo rc e d  you to  a t t e n d  Mass on Sunday and make y o u r 
E a s te r  d u ty .  Your f o lk s  fo rc e d  you to  a t t e n d  N o tre  Dame (and  p a id  y o u r 
b i l l s ) '  and th e  r e c t o r  o f y o u r h a lT  f o r c e d  you to  g e t  up f o r  m orn ing  p ra y e r  
by d iv e r s  means known to  r e c t o r s .  (And i t  m ight be w e ll  f o r  you to  know 
t h a t  a t  one n o n - s e c ta r ia n  sc h o o l n o t  so  f a r  from  N otre  Dame, 65% o f  th e
C a th o lic  s tu d e n t s , d e v e lo p in g  R e lig io n  on t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e ,  m iss Mass 
on S undays.

My d e a r  bo y , i f  you a re  lu ck y  (and God ta k e s  c a re  o f y o u r  k in d ) you w i l l  
m arry  a  m o th e rly  C a th o lic  g i r l  who w i l l  f o r c e  you to  J e e p  i n  to u c h  w ith  
y o u r r e l i g i o n ,  and a s  soon as you r e a c h  th e  age o f  re a s o n  — sa y  ab o u t 
f i f t y  — you w i l l  g la d  t h a t  she d id .

The A b stin en ce  in  Town.

"How i s  i t  t h a t  s tu d e n ts  a re  a llo w ed  to  e a t  m eat th re e  tim e s  a day  on th e  - 
campus and only  once a  day i n  town — n o t  a t  a l l  on W ednesdays? Why d o n ’t  
you up and do som th ing  f o r  th e  day d o d g e rs? "

The d is p e n s a t io n  f o r  t h e  campus d a te s  b ack  to  th e  days when th e  B ishop  o f  
F o r t  Wayne had ample powers o f  d i s p e n s a t io n .  He h as  n o t h a d  th e s e  pow ers 
f o r  th e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  The law w hich  a b ro g a te d  them , h o w e v e r ,s ta te s  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h a t  d is p e n s a t io n s  p r e v io u s ly  g ra n te d  a re  n o t  re v o k e d .

You a re  C a th o l ic s  and you come u n d e r th e  g e n e ra l  law o f  th e  C h u rch . The 
Church h as  no i n t e n t i o n  o f  do ing  away w ith  p en an ce , w hich  i s  u s e f u l  and 
n e c e s s a ry  f o r  th e  s o u l .  Those who make u se  o f  th e  p r iv e le g e  a r e  bound 
i n  c o n sc ie n c e  t o  perfo rm  o th e r  workd o f  p en a n ce .

I

"Are we a llo w ed  to  e a t  m eat once a day i n  town even i f  we have a l r e a d y  e 
e a te n  m eat on th e  campus?"

Yes on a l l  days e x c e p t W ednesdays and F r id a y s .

F i r s t  F r id a y  C o n fe s s io n s .

C o n fe ss io n s  in  th e  basem ent c h a p e l to n ig h t  a f t e r  su p p e r  i n  th e  h a l l  
c h a p e ls  a t  7; 3 0 , Newmm tomorrow n i g h t .
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