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What i s  an occasion of sin?.’
An occasion* o'df 'sin i s  anything which makes ain  easy and Likely i f  we 
do not keep out of i t s  way. A had companion i s  a l l  the more l ik e ly  to  
prove an occasion of s in , the mote fond we are of him*

"How o ft  the s ig h t of means to  do i l l  deeds 
Makes i l l  deeds done.” — Shakespeare.

Besides had company, are there other occasions of s i n put in  
our way by other people?
Yes'. Newspapers, books ," moving p ictu res, plays,- p ictures and statu es
can a l l  become occasions of s in , i f  they contain aaything which w i l l
injure r e lig io n  or morale, or ex c ite  our passions or tempt us to  s in .

How can other people drive us to sin?
An employer can make" use ofHEis |$?er to  induce an employee to  s in , be­
cause the employee i s  afraid  to  refu se .

""Any"ninrong~~oh'arac ter - can "inf Iwiroe'Uir weaker" charau Lear-; so - that i-s vsry:
hard to  r e s is t*

Bad people can mock or make fun of us because we want to be good. They 
think i t  i s  a manly thing to s in , and trea t us as cowards and fo o ls  
because we hold back from sin .

How can we stand up against t h is?
By remembering that' v ir tu e  i s  ^trengih and not weakness; that nothing  
is  so manly as to  s t ic k  to  duty in  sp ite  of everything. In th is  way 
we can show our strength by not g iving way to  human resp ect.
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What i s  Human respect?
Human respect'means' being afraid  of other peop le's opinions, and not 
daring to do what we know i s  r ig h t , for  fear of what they might say or 
think of us.

Hote; Due considerations for other people's wishes and opinions i s  a 
v irtu e  of charity and hum ility . But i f  we extend th is  consideration  
to th e ir  wishes and opinions which are bad and v ic io u s , such consid­
eration  becomes a v ice  — the v ice  of human resp ect.

How Gan I  stand up against human respect?'
By remembering that I am responsible for  my actions to  God, and not 
to other people; that i f  I go wrong I sh a ll su ffer  fo r  i t ,  and not 
they; that I am not going to sp o il mysolf merely because other people 
want me to; that I  am not going to be a slave to th e ir  views and wishes 
Make I t  a matter of pride and se lf -r e sp e c t  to show a s t i f f  bac|:, and 
to act without fear and without reproach."

"If we fear men much," says S t . Ignatius, "We sh a ll never do anything 
great for God; everything done for God s t ir s  up persecution."

The t e s t  i s  whether or not we are w illin g  to defy men, and i f  need be 
to sa c r if ic e  ourselves for the sake of r e lig io u s  prin cip les In our 
everyday l i f e .


