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A Catechism of Character (COﬂtLﬂH@ﬂ) .
(Father Hull, S.J. in "Men's Great Goncern,)

Vhat 1s an occasion of sin? 1
An occasion off sin 18 anything‘whldhxmakes s n easy and likely if we '
do not keep out of its way. A bad companion is all the more likely to
DPove an occasion of sin, the more fond we are of him.
”HGW oft the sight of means to do 111 deeds
Makes i1l deeds done." -- Shakespeare.

Besides bad company, are there other occasions of sin;put in
our WayAwg_other people?
Tes. NEWSDpAapers, QQSRS, moving plctures, plays, plcbures and statues
can all become occasions of sin, if they contain smything which will
injure religion or maral§, or excibte our passions or tempt us to sin.

How can other psople driwe us to sin? |
An employer can meke use of his pwer to induce an employee to sin, be-
cause the employes is afraid to refuse.
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Bad people can mock or make fun of us because we want to be good. They
think it is a manly thing to sin, and treat us as cowards and fools
because we hold back from sin.

How can we stand up against this?
By remembering thet viptue is strength and not weakness; that nothing
1s 80 manly as to stick to dnﬁy in splte of everything. In this way

we can show our strength by not giving way to human respect.

Human Respect.

What is Humen respect?
Human respect means being afraid of other people'!s opinions, and not
daring to do what we knawis right, for fear of what they might say or
think of us.

Wote: Due conslderations# for other people's wishes and oplnions is a
virtue of charity and humlility. Bubt 1f we extend this consideration
to thelr wishes and oplnions which are bad and vicilous, such consid-
eration becomes a vice -~ the vice of human respect.

How Can I stand up againsgt human respect?
By remembering That L am responsivle for my actions to god, and not
to other pecople; that if I go wrong I shall suffer for it, and not
they; that I am nob going to spoil myself merely because other people
want me to; that I am not going to be a slave to thelr viows and wishes..
Make 1t a matter of pride and self-r.aspect to show a stiff back, and
to act without fear and withoub reproach.

"If we fear men rmch," says 8t. Ignatius, "We shall never do anything
groat for God; everybthing done for God stirs up persecution,”

The test is whether or notwe are wililing to defy men, and if need be
to sacriflice ourselves for the sake of rellgious principles in our
gveryday life,




