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A Case of Conscience *
   i»m«— «*■[<■>—     ,, 1 - n ; r  -

" I f  a man in te n d s  to  g e t  d ru n k  a Hone combing, can  he r e c e i v e  Holy 
C om union  v a l i d l y  tomorrow?"

V a l id ly ,  h u t  s a c r i l i g r c u s l y . lie a c t u a l l y  r e c e i v e s  th e  body and f lo o d  
o f  Qux .v iesued  L ord , bu t h i s  sov.l xs  d e f i l e d  w i th  m o r ta l  sin . when he 
does so ,  and he commits a g ra v e  s a c r i l e g e .

However: Your case  must be p u r e ly  acad em ic . Ho ZIvt r e  Dame man would 
do such a t h i n g .

However: T h a t  opens up th e  w%ole c a se  o f  H oneconing , and i t  m igh t as 
w e l l  be h a n d le d  now.

P r e l im in a r y  B ou t.

I f  t h i s  y e a r 1 o Homecoming re se m b le s  L as t  y e a r ’ s I n  i t s  S a t u r n a l i a n  
f e a t u r e s ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be no more Hone coming.

The u l c e r s  on a  sound Hone coming are  th e  f o l l o w in g :

1 .  The drummer who makes i t  an e x t r a - b i g  w eek-end 
d ru n k ;
The s h a l - c w -p a te d  h i c k  from  Chicago a r  N i le s  who 
has  a l l  th e  N o tre  Dane s p i r i t  o f  t h e  men who 
" n e v e r  went t o  c o l l e g e ; "

3 .  The e x -p re p  who lo v e s  t o  weep on m o th e r ’s s h o u ld e r#  
and th e n  vom it down h e r  back;

4 .  The b o o t le g g e r  alumnus who c a n ' t  b e a r  t o  t h i n k
of l e t t i n g  an h o n e s t  s tu d e n t  work h i s  way th r o u - h  s c h o o l  
th e  way he d id ;

5 . The h a l f - w i t  s tu d e n t  who t r i e s  t o  buy  from  a  
b o o t le g g e r  th e  b r i l l i a n c y  n a tu r e  d e n ie d  him;

6 . The ca l lo w  y e a r l i n g  whose id e a  o f  a sw e l l  tim e
a t  a dande i s  t o  o f f e r  a d r in k  t o  e v e ry  g i r l  on th e  
f l o o r .

You Are t h e  Surg e o n .

N otre  Dame ne*;ds t.vo th o u san d  su rg eo n s  to  c a u t e r i z e  th e s e  s o re s  a t
^omecoming. uie d runk  can a t t r a c t  more a t t e n t i o n  th a n  a hundred  so b e r

men — b u t  i t  s h o u ld n ’t  ta k e  one h u ndred  to  s i l e n c e  him . H a lf  a man
can do t n a t .  ..nock bneu dow n ,d rag  th e n  o u t , and d o n ’t  l e t  y o r r  m other##
and s w e e th e a r t s  f e e l  t n a t  N o tre  Dame men s ta n d  f o r  g a t i e r - s t u f f  5 n c e l ­
e b r a t i n g  v i c t o r y .

To R e tu rn  t o  th e  C ase .
Don’t  p ass  Judgment on tue  o p t io n s  o f  your n e i ' h o o r .  I f  you see him 

r e curn l i k e  a do* bo ..xs v o . i x t , 1’ as  C t , P au l p h ra s e s  i t ,  d o n ’t  con­
c lu d e  t h a t  h i s  pu rpose  of amen, intent wa s a b s e n t .  H is  w i l l  may be s m  
weax t h a t  e a c h  new te m p ta t io n  la y s  him low. P ray  f o r  him , and h e lp  
n i n ,  b u t  d o n ’t  judge  him. Leave t h § t  to  Cod.
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