_ might not be shed in vain.
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| The Searing of Gonsoienc@.

"No man who takes the name ol god prof%néiy will ever forget the flrst
time he did sc. How perturbed his conscience was, how fearlul was he of
the dark, how alarmed lest sudden dangers should cvertake him, how aleepwf9
lessly he tossed upon his bed that night: Vet grewn accustomed to it,
profanity ceases to move his conscience.” -~ Vice President #arshall, in
the Baccalaureate Address at Notre Dame, June 14, 1910.

Disillusionment. |
Every first sin in & new snecles 15 & disilTusionment, a shataering of th@
ideal which a merciful Gbdd and devoted parents have built up in us. erry
new knowledze of sin isg a d1$¢llusionment and wealens our faith in human
nature.

| Is Dlslllusxoament “eees;arg
A measure cof it is necessary, 1f we are Lo guard arainst sin: but every
step of disillusionment must be accompanied bv a freshenlm* of Christian
ideals, by# a remembrance of the heroic virtue of the Saxnts, 11V¢ug and
dead, by an abundance of Sacramental grace tc strengthen hope, and by
meditation on the Bacred Passion of Christ, Who was willing to suffer
every torture for an ungrateful humanity, and wh@ ﬁrayed tmat His ﬁlOQd

The full measure of disiliusionment which the soj ﬂiStiC&@@ﬁ‘WOmlﬁ force
uocn us, ends in messxmlsm and aulclﬁe.

| | | The Cant oI The bpph13t¢cat@3.
”Eﬁu\mnst know life in order %o avoid 1fs pitfalls,” sang the sex-re-
formers of Tiftewn years ago. They had their way: sex instruction in
text-books snd ficticn becafie the order of the day, and the "civilized"
world now wallows in the worst mire Of obscenity anﬁ‘moral debauﬂh it has
‘know since the days cof Rome's @&cllna.

» Th@ Fruits Qf Sgghzsticatlﬂn S
Whe age of zirls in houses of réfuge has dropped ten years s, and now ranga&i
from 14 to 18 Investigations in many of our co-ed high schocls shows |
them to be 1ltbl@ less than houses of prostituticn. Iewdnass and obsceni¥y
crowd upon the unwary from bill-board, staye and dance-floor; the moral
stench Qf the book-stalls ascends to the throne of God. Wo one was ever
made meral by reading a lasclvious description of vice. It may be smart
te discuss a nasty bools t, but 1t is not Christien&. St. Paul warns that
such uncleanness is not so much as to be mamed among Christians.

”h@ jazzed existence of the sovhisgticate# makes him blase at sixteen, a .
reue at twenty, and a sulclde when his teeth fall out at Twenty-five. |
The oranje of naturalism 1s squeezed out and threwn away .

the Wlse lPath of ULSLllu&4ﬁﬂm@nb.
Ths wise boy, whose ideal of purily ol soul and body, ol mind &nd heart,
1z as real as it is ideul,bakes h¢ disilluslionment ag 1t comes, and ﬁoea
net zo0 out in search of xt. Hia uéxiea“e cf the world ccues to him fast
encugh; he stren;tiens his »urpe © by reuding irchbishop ifreland, the two
Spaldings, Cardinal lbbons, Bro. uzmrias and other clear-headed prophets
of the Church whose eyes rested upon God while thelir feet trod the earth,.
New problems he takes to hls confessor, and he lets the weight of respone
slbikity rest whre it is intended to rest.
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