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God’ s Own S a c r i f i c e .

There i s  no r e l i g i o n  complete w ithout s a c r i f i c e .  There has been no pagan 
r i t e  w ith o u t a v ic tim  which is .  o f fe re d  to  the d i v i n i t y ,  Uod p resc r lbed '" 'v ic  
t im 4a , b loody and unbloody, under  the  Bid law ; the  S a c r i f i c e  of th e  hew 
Law, p ro p h ec ied  and p re f ig u re d  in  the  Old, was e s t a b l i s h e d  by C h r is t  as a  
memorial and p e rp e tu a l  renewal of His P ass ion  and Death. I f  th e re  were 
any s a c r i f i c e  more p le a s in g  to  God, He would have given i t  to  u s .

P ersona l S a c r i f i c e ►

Under th e  Jew ish  Law s a c r i f i c e  could be o f f e re d  only  i n  th e  temple a t  Jew- 
rusa lem . Jews came th e re  from th e  f a r  co rners  o f  P a l e s t i n e ,  even from 
the rem o te s t  pafcts of th e  c i v i l i z e d  w orld , to  o f f e r  s a c r i f i c e  and to  p a r 
tak e  o f  the v i c t im .  And th e y  camel S t .  Luke in  h i s  d e s c r ip t i o n  of th e  
d escen t  o f  th e  Holy Ghost unon th e  A p o s t le s ,  mentions f i f t e e n  p rov inces  
as re t i re se n te d  in  the crowd t h a t  g a th e re d  to n e a r  th e  A postles  preach*
They had come to  c e le b ra te  t h e  Jewish P e n te e o s t .
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Sfe a r l s  b e fo re  Swine.

The-Sew- hucrifihh''ms^Uhot"' l i m i t  e d to"TeWrusalem''--""hbS to  Rome," th e  hew 
r e l i g io u s  c a n i t a l  of th e  w o r ld .  God m u l t ip l i e d  p r i e s t s  and v ic t im ,  so 
th a t" fro m  the  r i s i n g  o f  th e  sun to  th e  going down of th e  same" Hass i s  
o f fe re d  on co u n tle ss  a l t a r s  tb ro u g h t  th e  world — w ith  scan t  a t te n d a n c e .

Here a t  Notre Dane some se v e n ty  Masses a r e  s a id  every  dpy. The s a c r i f i c e  
ofi Calvary i s  renewed seven ty  t im es . ' "The Body i s  broken and the Blood 
i s  shed f o r  u s . "  C h r is t  comes down from heaven on seven ty  a l t a r s ,  a t  th e  
command o f  Me." And th e  chape ls  a re  a l l  by t empty of w o rsh ip -e rs I

"For i f  t h i s  most ho ly  Sacrament were c e le b ra te d  
" in  one p lace  o n ly ,  and co n sec ra ted  by o n ly  one 
" p r i e s t  in  th e  w orld , w ith  how g re a t  a d e s i r e ,
" th in k e s t  th o u , would men be a f f e c te d  towards t h a t  
"p lace ,  and to  such a p r i e s t  o f  God, th a t  th e y  
"might see  th e  d iv in e  M y ste r ie s  c e le b ra te d ."

— Follow ing of C h r is t ,  Book 4, ch . 1 .

V/ithin th e  Law.

Our p e rv e rse  human tendency i s  to  remain j u s t  w ith in  the  Law. The Churcn 
p re s c r ib e s  th e  Minimum re q u ire m e n ts , and we accep t  the  minimum — w ith  
j u s t  a l i t t l e  mere. ,ve do on ly  what we have to  do to  avoid  m ortal s i n  — 
and now and th e n , by m is c a lc u la t io n ,  e n te r  a t  th e  Sanctus in s t e a d  o f  the  
Gospel. The Church makes allow ance f o r  our weakness and o e m i t s  d i s t r i 
b u tio n  of Holy Communion o u ts id e  of M ass,-  The s e p a ra t io n " o f  the  J a c r i f i e e  
and th e  Bacrament. <e l i e  i n  bed when C h ris t  comes down upon th e  a l t a r ,  
and ask him to  w ait f o r  u s I

Revive Your F a i th

Daily Communion in  good; d a i l y  iiacn and Com-uni on a re  f a r  b e t t e r .  Lent
o f fe r s  an on o r tu n i ty  f o r  a r e v iv a l  of f a i t h .  You cannot outdo God i n
g e n e r o s i ty .  Go to  Mass every  day during  L en t. Pray to  God f o r  some o f
the  s p i r i t #  o f  th e  e a r ly  C h r i s t ia n s  who thronged the  catacombs a t  th e
r i s k  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s , to  a s s i s t  a t  the  renewal of C a lv a ry 's  s a c r i f i c e .
Check i n  your F a i th  a t  the  end of f o r t y  days and see w hether you have
gained in  peace and s t r e n g th  of mind what you have l o s t  i n  s le e o  and 
com fo rt .


