
Religious Bulletin 
'' 1· 2 19"'6 .. ;Jo. r c 1 ~ , c, • 

L}__'0 
' I . 

t<_odney Sho.ghnes sy, an alunnm;, lo st his father recently. Second requests for prayer::; 
i.or their sick mothers h>1ve cone from Ch<:trlie O'Connell and the Grinager boys, four 
·Jf whom have been students at l'Jotre Do.ne. A Student asks pruyers for the success 
of an operation vrhich he is to undergo irnxt Yreek. 'l'hree sick persons and three spe-' 
c:ial intentions are recornnended. · 

rlovena for Voc~tions. 

i 

Altho'ugh the 1;.rord voc'.ltion refers· to any stu.te of life, custon has restricted it3 uso 
somenhat to the priesthood and the teli:;ious life. During the 1foveno. for Voc .... tions 
·,rn pray pr im .... rily for guidance in the choice of u. state of life 1.nd e;rd.~e to rulfill 
our choice, and second1:n~ily for tho needs of the ChurchJ 

,.,'h~:i.t are. tl10 ;10eds of the Church? Our Lord said to His disciples on one occasion: 
1'B,.:ihold the fields ·white for the hurvost. 1.)r'.ly ye therefore to the Lord of the llar"­
vest that He send forth laborers.into the hirvest. 11 

Although th0 oblig>J.ti6n of sureading the faith belonL!,S to all, wheth0r lay or cleric 
the burden of tho ·work must :LLmys i'all upon thos~ whol'l God has chosen D.nd set u.p.-trt 
nfor the ministry of His worJ.. 11 The pri0sthood is a co11s0crated life; the priest is 
the minister of the S:.wramen-t;s, the principal channel3 through v1hich gruco floi;rs to 
the individuo.i soul; it is his privili.:)ge to conmunicu te to the f:.:i.i thful the abundant 
fruits of the Redemption, · '1No man putting his h'..i.nd to the plow and turning b:;.ck is 
,c,-orthy of life,'' s;;;.id Our Blessetl Lord~: ~md the priest must load u. life apu.rt froril tho· 
:.Jleu.sllros of tho world. In this h0 h'J.S thrGe Hotiv0s, ·.rhich follo·,; in c~h0 order 

· n:.i.mod: 1. tho honor cmd glory of God; 2. th0 s:;.lv;J.tion of his 01m souih; ~. tho good 
of his no ighbor, 

··'ithout tho priesthooll.~hi3 ·would bo u desoL.te ·.rorld. Cun you conceive tho depths 
of wickedness to v.rhich tho v-rorlcl would dcsc<.Jnci wGre it not· for the J.;fu.ss ::md the Sac-" 
.'.·s.nonts? ',"Iha t would rfotro D.Lme be, for instance, ·.ri thout the Blessed Sc.wrun0nt? 
You have only to look about you for tho noro.l force outside the Catholic Ghurch Oj))JO­

sed to tho dishonesty and licentiousness of tho present age to see ·hm1 n0cossary is 
-:::he priesthood. 

'-
Tho priesthood is of divine institution. Christ ord'.;,inod thu Apostles to say ];Jass 

l.· .rhGrt they made their Fil' st Cor:imunion at the Last 3uD;Jer: He aduecl. these Hards: "Do 
··. "-his in commomor:ition of i,J.c;. 11 He ord:.:..ino<i them to heu.r confessions ';rhen rlo st.tid, 

fter His resurrection: 11 Roceivo yo tho Holy Ghost. ;7hose sins you sh::..11 forgive 
·L·.hcy o.re forgivun ther.1; nhose sins you sh:.cll retain th0y :J.re ret:linecl.n 

··;hilo thoro has been a gre:.tt cleal of controv0rsy o.t 0110 tii'le or :.i.notl1or Li.bout wh:.i.t 
'constitutes x 11 vocation,. 11 or u. C'J.11· to the priestly life, ?opo. Pius X go.ve us an 
~ssuranco in his approval of tore LaHittonts book on vocation th~t no on0 need wait 
for :rny internal co.11 f'ror.1 the Holy J.host if hu h.cs the nocossu.ry ·r0quisitos for 
this stJ.to. 1'hoso roquisites c·;re throo: 1. ?hysic~i.l :J.mi mentu.l fitness, or the 

(' 1:-1ind. :mcl body to undertake tho ctuJies : . .:.nd th0 life nocoss~n-y; 2. mor:.;,l fitness, or 
t _·, ru:J.so1nblo ::i.ssuranco of ,v<)ithnce of mortal sin; 3~ the clesire to .be a priest. 
! ' hon these ruquisitos ;).r(; present) the c:c..11 of the bishop to oru:i..n:ction is iufficiont I. .vidonco of tho \;ill of Go,l in ",;he natter. 

1
1 In the Roligiouc Survoy for 192£1,-25. on p·J.gos 81-84 you Hill find ~c nunber of reasons 

.,-hy stuclents h.we lost tho ido:.L of studying for the µr·i0sthood. Sane of tlwse are 
f: ;Jcrfcetly vo.lid roisons; sono of tho others 11ay bo betsed on misconceptions• . 8on0 of t 1·h) latter will be troated in succooding nunbers of the Bull0tin._. The editor ;rill f ~~y~~"d to receive, in addition, questions on-•oc•1tion to be "''.s"cred during these 


